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PREFACE. 





(*We have to acknowledge our obligations to (the 
jwhtic for the. encouragement given to this work, and 
£..$0 assure them that we shall endeavour to persevere 
•tfpin inculcating those principles of political, civil, 

. RELIGIOUS liberty, which we are more and 
V$one convinced are of the utmost importance to the 
h#Hare of society in general, and Qf our country in 
p^ticular. . 

-y.Our, present Volume has unavoidably proved of a 
miscellaneous cast than the preceding Volumes, 
account of the number of important documents 
cessary to be preserved as containing an history of 
great events now passing in Europe ; and which 
documents will be found valuable by those who wish 
•g ttT form an accurate judgment of the important revo- 
lutions which are taking place in the world. 

»«. The increasing power of France, and the accumu- 
ion of evik, the natural consequence of that fatal 
stem which distinguished the Pitt administration, 
l|nd marks the present, formed of the same principles,* 
Kpthough destitute of the abilities of their grand exem- 
£$ar, imperiously demand the serious attention of the 
public. The experience of the present reign af- 
rdsdemo pstrati ve evidence, that it is not a change of 
IS which will produce any effectual relief; 

but a total change of system; a radical 
'i]U every department of government ; and more 
y A reform in parliament, by which the 
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people may be restored to their indubitable rights, 
and the frequent exercise of them ; — nothing short of 
such a reform Can afford us a rational prospect that 
our crying grievances will be redressed, our op- 
pressive burdens lightened, and our deplorable situa- 
tion ameliorated. 

Any administration, whose system may be founded 
on these grand and essential principles of reform, we 
shall consider as composed of true patriots ; and as to 
any other, whatever may be their professions, if they 
are the enemies, or even the lukewarm friends of such 
reform, they will never deserve the confidence, or 
the support of the people. These are principles 
which w'e deem of the last importance, and which 
we are determined constantly to enforce on the most 
serious consideration of our countrymen. 

Harlow , Dec. 29, 1 808. B. F. 
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REVIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS . 

tomr' 

REVOLUTIONS IN SPAIN. , 

OuR readers, we doubt not, have observed, that on this most 
important subject, we have exercised that caution in expressing our 
bpinioiis, as it is odr wish to do, on all subjects of similar impor- 
tance. Political writers in general, and periodical writers in parti-* 
bular, should be wary in pronouncing hasty judgments, lest they 
should thereby not only render their speculations unworthy of at- 
tention, but even subjects of ridicule. 

The Revolutions in Spain present, even in their commencement, 
ft spectacle to the world, the most interesting, perhaps, which has 
been presented since the'comraenoement of the Revolutiomin France* 
A kingdom contaimhg a population of twelve millions, the third ma- 
ritime power in Europe, possessing rich and extensive foreign domi- 
nions ; the government formed and supported by a powerful al- 
liance between the church and the state, in which the former con- 
stantly predominated over the latter: — a Revolution in such as 
empire, in the present circumstances of Europe, is calculated to 
hwaken the hopes and the fears of both the' friends and the enemies 
bf the human race. On this subject we shall endeavour to present 
to our readers an impartial statement of facts, with reflections na- 
turally arising therefrom ,* and our Register will contain the princi- 
pal documents published by the respective parties in this interesting 
business. 

In the month of October last, symptoms of disorder were first 
discovered in the Spanish court' a letter was published by the King 
in which he informed his subjects, who, his Majesty observed, M all 
4t loved him, and from whom he had received such constant proofe 
41 of their veneration, that ait unknown band had discovered to him 
“ the most unheard of conspiracy, which was carried on in his owti 
' 4f palace against his person his Majesty proceeded Xo fix this de- 
sign on his son, the Prince of Asturias, N at the same time ordering 
tjie necessary measures to be taken for his own security * As soon- 

* Pol. Rev, Vol. IL p, 39?. 
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as this intelligence arrived in this country, most of our journalists, 
and political writers expressed it as their firm opinion, that this was a 
scheme of the French Emperor, by his agent the prime minister, the 
r Ptince of the Peace, to sacrifice the Prince of Asturias, whose mur- 
der, together with that of the principal grandees, &c. was sure to 
follow : the usual execrations vented against Napoleon, for much 
of his former conduct, accompanied these statements. Some of 
odr readers may perhaps recollect the censureis cast upon us for 
not, at once, jbining id these reflections. A fortnight, however, bad 
not transpired, before all these confident opinions and speculations 
were proved to be erroneous. The cause of the Prince of Asturias was 
so far taken up by the French Emperor, that the former, after some 
acknowledgments made to his royal father and mother of his having 
“ failed in his duty,*' was ' restored to. their favour* and appointed 
to an important military post. What part was taken by the Empe- 
ror of France, either directly or indirectly, in these proceedings. It 
is impossible to say. The whole affair is yet enveloped iq mystery. 

About the same period, it b however evident, that Napoleon 
was forming his projects respecting the government of Spain : this 
we hgve on his own authority. In his letter to the Prince of Astu- 
rias, he thus expresses himself — “ I wished by my [proposed] jour- 
“ ney to Madrid to draw over my illustrious friend (the King of 
•“ Spain) to some necessary ameliorations of his states, and also to 
“ give a certain satisfaction to the public' feelings/'* In the mqan 
time Napoleon, had under various plausible pretences, with the ap- 
probation of the Spanish court, and without any resistance or * ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction on the part of the people, sent his troops to 
jhe capital, as well as to different parts of the kingdom. 

In the month of March last some disturbances took place at Ma- 
drid, in which the popular indignation discovered itself against the 
Prince of Peace, who had for many years been, the court favourite, 
and, who it was generally understood had hoarded a mass of wealtlr 
out of the public property. The Prince retired to Aranjuez a few 
miles distant, one of the palates of the royal family. A considera- 
ble ferment had^ been excited at Aranjuez under the idea that the 
King and the prime minister intended leaving the country, and the 
council of Castille met to deliberate on^the subject. To the ques- 
tion which the King bad sent to his council — “ Whether he should 
“ leave the kingdom," — the reply was— “ That he ought not, nor 
“ would they allow him to do so/' In the mean time a lettax was 
received from Napoleon, who was then, projecting a journey to 
Madrid, assuring the Spanish Monarch that he was approaching the 
kingdom with pacific dispositions. The Prince of the Peace thought 

. } . * Pol. S*v. Vol. III. p. 308. v 
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it pradent to effect bis escape, and order was shortly restored. Pro- 
clamations were issued at Aranjues and Madrid, exhorting the peo- 
ple to a peaceable demeanour, and assuring them that it never was 
u the intention of their Majesties to leave the country." Shortly 
after* in consequence of the popular disquiet, and the proceedings 
of the council of Castille, the King thought proper to sign a decree 
m which he stated, “ that his habitual infirmities not permitting him 
“ to support any longer the important burden of the government of 
" the kingdom, he had determined, after mature deliberation, toab- 
u dicate his crown in favour of his heir the Prince of Asturias." The 
Prince was accordingly proclaimed King by the constituted authori- 
ties, and this change in the government appears to have been re- 
ceived with satisfaction throughout the kingdom. 

The abdication of Charles IV. was, however, good discovered 
to be involuntary, as he in the course of one week, took care to 
have letters conveyed to the Emperor of France in which he pro- 
tested against all that had taken place at Aranjuez, and expressed 
his resolution to resign himself into the hands of “ that great man 
u who had at all times declared himself his friend.” The old King 
with his Queen shortly after departed from Aranjuez, left the king- 
dom, and arrived at Bayonne. 

Soon after Ferdinand was proclaimed King, an account was 
fieni to the French Emperor, in which an assurance was given him 
that this event would prove the njeans of drawing still more close 
the relations which had so long subsisted between the two empires: 
but the recent proceedings do not appear to have met his approbation ; 
and whether they were the effects of his intrigues, cannot easily 
be determined. The general opinion of our journalists appeared to 
be at that time, that this part of the revolution was effected by the 
most ancient and patriotic of the grandees, and by the most respec- 
table classes of the people. 

The partial and ill judged insurrection of the populace at Madrid 
on the 2d. of May,, was productive of the slaughter of both the 
French troops and the inhabitants, and tended to shew the weakness 
pf the new. government. 

The designs of Napoleon began now to be unfolded : by his 
persuasion, both the old and the new King agreed to submit their 
claims to his decision, and the weak Prince, after .the example of his 
weak father, left his kingdom for Bayonne, and submitted his 
'cfatiriis to the decision of the French Emperor. We cannot help ex- 
pressing our surprise at the indifference the Spaniards discovered on 
FERDINAND'S Leaving ihe kingdom. As to the old King he seems 
to have been universally despised ; and no one has been found to 
regret his abdication ; the old gentleman himself is said to be con- 
tinted arid happy in partaking of the pleasures of the cbace, 4md in 
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following his other favourite amusements which have been liberally 
provided for him. We give his late Spanish Majesty full credit 
When he declares— “ My habitual infirmities permit me no longer tq 
“ suppprt the important burden of fhe government of ^py kingdom 
pud we wjsh all Other Kings of the san\e capacity fpr government, 
would so far consult the happiness of their subjects a$ to adopt the 
language, and follow the example of their royal brother Charles 
|V. But with respect to his son Ferdinand, if credit is to be gi- 
ven to the various proclamations of the Spanish insurgents, or pa- 
triots (we sincerely hope their principles and conduct will prove theiv 
full claim to the latter title) he seems to have been the King of their 
choice: they all profess to be taking up arms in his cause; how 
they cquld suffer hijn, without any opposition or reipppstrapce tq 
leave the kingdom, and throw himself into the arms of the French 
Emperor, is a question not easily to be solved. The disadvantage^ 
they must labour under in having their King a prisoner, the danger 
to be apprehended to the royal captive, must have been so evident, 
that it is impossible to account for their conduct, As to the strata- 
gem reported in some of the public prints to have been practised by 
the Erepch troops sent to escort him,, it was too weak for people of 
common sense to fall into, and is therefore undeserving of notice. If 
{he Prince possessed the hearts of the people of Spain, if the latter 
were determined to support the claims of the sovereign of their 
choice by the sword, the conduct of both King and People op this 
occasion is unaccountable.- , 

As soon as the French Emperor had both the old g^d the neijr 
King in his power, he no longer concealed his ultimate views re-t 
spectip^ the Spanish throne. A notice was shortly published, 
f‘ That by a treaty concluded between the Emperor Napoleon, 
“and King Charles, and which had been acceded to by thq 
“Prince of Asturias, and the Infantas Don Carlos, Doq 
? Francisco, and Don Antonio, who compose the whole of the 
“ house of Spain , all the existing differences have been adjusted” 
This notice was accompanied by various documents which very 
fully detailed the easy and expeditious mode of adjusting all thei% 
differences . These were nothing more than proclamations signed 
by the different branches of the royal family fornially renouncing 
their rights to the throne, apd fCpQintnending to thp people of 
Spain to transfer their allegiance “ to the great Emperor , iq 
“ whose friendship consisted the national prosperity and safety.*' 
It is, however, evident, that this renunciation, on the part of the 
Prince of Asturias was by no roqans voluntary ; but the conduct of 
Ferdinand from first to last, too plainly proves that he is lamenta- 
bly deficient in those qualities which are indispensibly necessary 
in a prince, in such arduous and important circumstances. This 
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pppears on the lace of hi* various declarations* Last year, when 
fre was first charged with a conspiracy by his lather, he denied, 
and afterwards acknowledged his guilt ; when he was three months 
since raised to the throne by the constituted authorities, he de* 
glares his sovereignty, and -his determination to defend it; he then, 
ton the invitation or the command of the French Emperor leaves 
jiis subjects, and his kingdom, and submits all his claims to the 
decision of a foreign power. Shortly afterwards, (t in order to give 
a proof of love and obedience, and in fulfilment of his desire , he 
" resigns his crown into the hands of his father, wishing he may en- 
“joy it many years, and throws himself at" the feet qf his royal 
f* Majesty, the humblest of his sons !” In his final declaration he 
states “ that he accepted the crown only under the impression that y 
t* the' abdication of his royal father mas voluntary , and that when 
f* he was unexpectedly apprised to the contrary, his sense of filial 
V duty detenbined him to give back the throne/' Princes, as their 
Stations are most elevated, and their persons most sacred, are ak 
lowed much greater liberty in their language and conduct than the 
common mass of mankind. In common life, however, we should 
pronounce the man who could thus say and unsay, a man thuf 
destitute of resolution and courage, not very well qualified for a 
Station of much less importance than that of a throne. His Royal 
Highness at length follows the example of his father, completely 
renounces his sovereignty, and “ exhorts the Spaniards to consult 
the pommon interests of their country, by conducting themselves 
f* in a peaceable manner, and by looking for their happiness to the 
“ power and wise arrangements of the Emperor Napoleon !” Thus 
the whole royal family of Spain resigned all their rights of sove- 
reignty into the hands of the French Emperor. 

To sanction these proceedings with those which were shortly to 
follow, the grandees of Spain with the varipus constituted authQ*» 
ritfes wete invited to assemble at Bayonne, and the assembly of the 
notables were summoned to meet there on the 15th of June, on 
which day the new constitutjou for Spain was to be prepared ; 
previous to ' which, however, Napoleon had sent fqr his brother 
Joseph, King of Naples, who arrived on the 7th, and was im- 
mediately proclaimed* King of Spain : addresses in the usual style 
nrejre presented to his Majesty from the grandees, the deputation of 
the grand general junta, the deputies of the Council of the inquisi- 
tion, and other public bodies, which were followed by various ad- 
dresses from those bodies to the people of Spain, earnestly exhort- 
ing them tq submission to the new government, and containing full 
assurances of.a reformation of abuses, a restoration of their aucient pri- 
vileges, and such a system as would insure therp under “ the countenance 

f* and protection of him in whos $ mighty hand their lot had fallen, 

/ 
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€t a continuance of the blessibgs enjoyed by their forefathers, with 
u the redress of every thing of which they had cause to complain,* 
The new constitution was proclaimed at Bayonne, and thus the' pro- 
jects of the French Emperor were so far accomplished. 

Whilst, however, matters were thus going on very peaceably at 
Bayonne, a dame burst forth in the kingdom of Spain, and spread 
from province to province, which threatens materially to disturb, 
ff it does not entirely destroy this new and mighty scheme of bound- 
less ambition, Our newspapers have for these six weeks past, beeft 
filled with the proclamations of the Spanish insurgents, with account^ 
of battles, and with columns after columns of warm redections oft 
this subject ; much allowance must be made for the accounts of the 
various successes of the Spaniards .against the French, more espe- 
cially as the old practice is renewed by the ministerial clerks of oft 
fice, of issuing bulletins on one day which they are obliged to con- 
tradict the next : but after making every allowance for exaggeration, 
the successes of the Spaniards have proved as important as they were 
unexpected. The surrender of the French fleet at Cadiz, the de- 
feat of the French forces as recorded in our official Gazettes, plainly 
prove, that the French Emperor was not prepared for such a pow- 
erful resistance. Most certainly there is an ardeur displayed not 
only in the proclamations, but in the actions of the Spaniards which 
has not beep discovered in any of the nations conquered by the 
French. All Europe, yea the whole world must be attracted by 
such a spectacle, and the hopes and the fears of the friends and the 
enemies of the human race, as to the Anal result, must on such ah 
interesting occasion be equally excited. 

Such are the principal events which have attended this extraordi- 
nary Revolution. As to what may be the final consequences it h im- 
possible with any degree of precision to conjecture* Men are generally 
guided by their wishes, and hazard their speculations accordingly. 

In considering this subject we beg leave to lay it down as a truths 
which however it may be reprobated by some or ridiculed by others, 
ought never to be lost sight of — That the sovereignty of ft 
NATION ESSENTIALLY RESIDES IN THE PEOPLE, and that the 
sense , of the people, when it % can be fairly collected, ought to be 
obeyed. No individuals have & right to tyrannize over the majority ; 
and no foreign power has a right to overturn an old government, or 
to impose a new one without the consent of the people who consti- 
tute the governed. 

The .first inquiry therefore on this subject is-^-What share has 
the Spanish nation bad in the late changes? The abdication of the 
old King, and the elevation of Ferdinand to the throne, admea- 
sures which were said to be brought about by the most respectable 
families, and by the principal grandees of the Spanish nation ; anti 
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as there were no commotions attending these events, we may sup- 
pose they were agreeable to the wishes of the Jpeople at large : at 
least it may be said they felt nd interest in supporting their monarch 
who had so long reigned over them, and accordingly his abdication 
was to the nation a matter of indifference. Succeeding events, as we 
have already remarked, tend to prove the preference shewn by the 
people to the new over the old monarch. 

The next inquiry is — How far the French Emperor in his project 
of placing his brother Joseph on the throne of Spain has been counte- 
nanced by the nation over which he has appointed him to reign ? 
And here we cannot but deem it a singular circumstance, that the 
principal persons who brought about the abdication of Chales IV. 
and the elevation of Ferdinand to the throne, shoutd so shortly 
afterwards have left the kingdom for Bayonne, and have fallen in 
with the designs of the French Emperor. Not only the principal 
constituted authorities, but those grandees which the public prints 
had held up as the hopes of the Spanish nation, the Duke 
DInfantado in particular, (whose praises resounded from all 
quarters,) assembled at Bayonne, and as it appears < readily ac- 
quiesced in the abdication of the whole royal family of Spain, and 
in acknowledging Joseph Bonaparte as their new sovereign. 
It is a very important question/ and to which we feel incompetent 
to give an answer, — Were these bodies and individuals acting agree- 
ably, or contrary to the wishes of the Spanish nation in general 1 

With respect to that large, and apparently respectable body 
of the Spanish nation Who have so unexpectedly started from 
their lethargy, and expressed their determination to have no sove- 
reign but of their own nation and choice/ if this should appear 
to be the Sense of the majority, they have a right to what they de- 
mand ; and every consistent friend to the sovereignty of the people 
must wish them success against all the attempts of Napoleon to 
subdue them s but we are not yet prepared to adopt those opinions 
which have been so decidedly, eagerly, and warmly expressed by 
almost all oui daily, and weekly, as well as other political writers 
on this interesting subject. 

We have 1 perused with some attention the numerous procla- 
mations which have been issued by the popular leaders in Spain* in 
order that we might if possible discover their principles and their 
designs. As yet they afford us very scanty information on the 
subject. They proclaim Fer d i n a n d VII. their king. They talk 
loudly of their laws, their liberties and their religion : but as to the 
two former they have hitherto possessed them in name only, and as to 
the hitter th? established religion of their country* it formed such aw 
Abominable mixture of superstition, corruption, and priestcraft, 
tending to enslave aud impoverish the people, that the sooner such 
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Systems are overturned either in 'Spain; or m any other couft/rjf 
the better. . It is impossible that a people can enjoy liberty, laws or 
Religion, where such establishments predominate ; they generate' 
nothing but ignorance, slavery, and misery amongst the vast inajo^ 
rity of a nation. Spain, one of the finest countries under heaven; 
has for centuries past proved a melancholy instance of the truth of 
these observations. 

We cannot therefore but intimate our suspicions; when toe see A 
people rising with the professed design to support an old fabric 
which is fallen in many, and tottering in almost every part of Eu- 
rope, — -when we see bishops and priests active in exciting insurrec-* 
lions, working telegraphs, and leading armies ! Although it cannot 
be expected that a people so long depressed, should at once cast off 
their prej udices aud break their chains, we must express - our 
concern on observing all the different parties and ranks in Spam 
ri vetted to the old abominable system of superstition and intole- 
rance. It is to the honour of Napoleon, that he has uniformly 
proved the friend of religious toleration : the happy effects of bis 
enlarged sentiments on /this grand subject have in some degree com-; 
pensated for those evils attexiding his ambitious conquests.* We, had 
indulged the hope that the same system of Toleration Would have 
been extended to Spain : but unhappily, this is the first country in 
which tfiat best friend to the human race — Toleration, must 
h,ot be suffered te enter. Napoleon and the Patriots, all deem 
necessary to declare, that the Roman Catholic Religion shall be, not 
Only the established, but the sole religiou of Spain. The non- 
sense, therefore, which abounds in the Spanish proclamations about 
the necessity of contending for their religion, tbeir temples, their 
filtars, their saints, &c. &c. is a disgrace to a people rising iu the 
cause of liberty ; and the encomiums passed on this nonsense by the 
political writers of this country, is equally disgraceful to their cha-' 
racters, as men of enlightened minds, as Britons and Protestants. 

The public prints have been filled for weeks past from day to day 
with accounts of flie rising of the Spanish people, and of their al- 
most uniform success in defeating the French : and yet, to our sur- 
prise, the accounts from Bayonne are such, that one might almost 
suspect that there was not any very serious opposition to the view* 
of Bonaparte. The new King Joseph, has chosen his council* 
and nominated the members of various constituted authorities. Our 
political writers remark with concern, that in this choice he has se* 
lected some of the most respectable persons in the kingdom, who 
have all accepted their different appointments^ His new-created 
Spanish Majesty has likewise set out on his journey to his capital^ 
Madrid; and he has already made considerable progress in Spain 
without experiencing any opposition* As we have been deceived bf 
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ib Diahy accounts of battles, See. we hope so much blood has not 
yet been spilt iu this strange revolution as has been represented* 
We are happy in particular to find, that one account in which 8000 
Frenchmen Were said to have been murdered after they had surren- 
dered, in cold blood, hy the knives of the peasantry, is entirely 
unfounded; The exultation which some of our ministerial prints 
expressed at the spirit of the Spaniards as displayed in such an 
exploit, would have disgraced even savages : but they happily, have 
no Morning Post editors amongst them. 

The manner in which the public prints, the ministerial in parti- 
cular, have treated this subject, may serve to display the force of 
popular prejndices, interested views, and inflamed passions. The 
Spanish patriots are contending we are told, “ for all that is dear, 
“ their ancient monarchy, liberties, laws. Sec” Now it is remark- 
able that amidst the contrariety of opinions which preva^ between 
the different parties in Spain, there is one opinion in which all 
agree ; — and which we have repeatedly enforced on our readers, 
namely , — That the old Spanish government was so very had , that 
any change must he /or the better . — What say the Spanish junta 
assembled at Bayonne ? What say even the old Spanish cour- 
tiers on this subject 1 Their language is well deserving attention* 
“ At the very moment when Spain, a country so greatly favoured 
“ by nature, but impoverished, exhausted, and debased before the 
“ eyes of all Europe, by the defects and misrule of its own govern - 
u ment, had arrived at the point of a complete annihilation — when 
“ the very exertions which might have been employed to revive her 
“ exhausted strength would only have served to increase her suf- 
faring, and to' plunge her into fresh calamities — when, in flue, all 
“ hope was extinguished. Providence has granted us the means not 
“ only of rescuing our country from certain ruin, but also of raising 
“ her to an height of happiness and splendour, which she has never 
“ yet attained even in the most glorious periods of her history, By 
“ one of those political revolutions, which astonish only those who 
“ disregard the events by which they have been prepared, the house 
“ of Bourbon, after having lost the other thrones which it possessed 
*• in Europe, resigned that of Spain, the only one on which it re- 
“ tained a seat. After having brought the nation to the brink of 
“ ruin, deprived of the support hitherto granted by the remaining 
“ branches of their family , and unable to preserve the countries 
“ which had formerly united them with France ; the Bourbons 
“ found it impossible to keep a seat which all the changes that have 
“ occurred in the system of politics, compelled them to quit. The 
“ most powerful prince iu Europe has accepted the resignation of 
“ the Bourbons, not to incorporate your territory in his already so 
* extensive imperial dominions, but to establish the Spanish monar- 
B ( VOL. IV. 
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“ chy on renovated principles, to be subservient to his irresisfabfe 
u - power, to the end that he may introduce all the salutary reforms 
u we have so long fruitlessly hoped for ' 9 Several of the proclama- 
tions of the Insurgents adopt the same language ; both parties pro- 
mise the people the revival of their ancient popular assembly the 
Cot'tes; both promise essential reforms; both join in exe- 
crating the old government. What a farce is it therefore to be 
told of the glorious struggle which the Spaniards are engaged in for 
the defence of their former government, when the only thing in 
which all parties agree is— That the former government was too bad 
for endurance any longer ! 

Although we are by no means of opinion, that it may not be pro- 
per for one country to assist another in the maintaining its indepen- 
dence, or in recovering its liberties, yet we very much suspect whe- 
ther our ministers, aud their dependants, notwithstanding all their 
loud and pompous declamations, are in6uenced on die present oc- 
casion by any other than those prejudices and passions which have 
almost constantly been engaged in warfare against the liberties, both 
civil and religious, of the human race. A glance at the general sys- 
tem of politics adopted under most of the administrations during 
the present reign, will afford ample, although melancholy evidence, 
that a regard to the liberties of mankind has not been very predo- 
minant in the councils of this country. 

In the early part of the present reign, the brave Corsicans a- 
rose to assert their liberties against the old despotic government of 
France ; and applied for assistance to this country : they not only 
met with a direct refusal* but were even in official documents pro- 
nounced Rebels • The war before last, which cost this country 150 
millions, no one ever said, or ever will pretend to say was undertaken 
to secure the liberties and independence of Am erica. The Revolu- 
tion in Poland presented the glorious spectacle of a King and 
people united in the grand project of annihilating long established 
abuses, and forming a free constitution. Even Mr. Burke, not- 
withstanding all his violent, deep rooted prejudices in favour of 
old systems, could not help expressing his admiration of such a Re- 
vohition. But what was the conduct of the British ministers 1 They 
remained calm, indifferent spectators of that most atrocious attempt 
of the three crowned ruffians, who entered, robbed, desolated, and 
at length divided that devoted country. When a public meeting of 
the citizens of London was called at the Mansion House, by the 
then Lord Mayor (Hopkins) for the patriotic purpose of as- 
sisting the Poles, and a considerable subscription was entered into, 
the project was frowned upon by the cabinet, and the meeting was 
held up as an object of ridicule in the hireling prints of the day, un- 
der the name of the Polish Diet ! The Revolution in France, in 
which a whole people majestically arose, “ broke their chains 
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** over the heads of their oppressors,” and established a government 
on the only just and solid foundation, the rights op man : — this 
glorious Revolution afforded an admirable opportunity for Britons 
to display their regard to the liberties of Europe. Not only the 
liberties of France, but the safety of her monarch loudly called 
on this country to assist in bringing the great work to a happy 
conclusion. France turned with affection to England. “ The mi- 
“ nister of Louis XVL at the British court stated, and he stated 
“ with energy, that the French nation loved the people of England* 

“ because they are free, and therefore they wished that his Majesty, 
“ the King of England, or any commissioners by him appointed, 
u should settle the question in dispute between Austria and France.” 
This golden opportunity for Britain to distinguish herself as a 
friend to the peace and the freedom of the human race, as a friend 
to the limited monarchy of France, which she might have established, 
and to the monarch whose crown and life she might have preserved, 
was lost. The British minister, following the councils of the evil 
f ‘ Angel he so long had served,” joined that coalition whose unprin- 
ciplecLefiorts to crush the rising liberties, and to re establish the an- 
cient despotism of France, met with the success they so richly me- 
rited.— The British ministry friends to the liberties of Europe ! Men 
who bad in the course of a few years, as Mr. Fox observed, “ aim- 
" ed at a greater number of innocent lives than the tyrant Henry 
i* VIII. and destroyed more human beings in unjust wars than Lou IS 
“ XIV, who had added more to the burdens, and taken more from 
u the liberties of their country, than all the preceding admini- 
“ strations united, from the Revolution to this day !” So far from 
the ministers of Great Britain being friends to the patriots, or the li- 
berties of Spain, we are firmly persuaded, that should the Spaniards 
once attempt to form a government on the fundamental principles 
of Freedom ; should they, following the example of France in 
the early stage of the Revolution, publish a declaration of the 
rights or men, and or citizens, establish unlimited to- 
leration, overturn that fabric of superstition and wickedness the. 
established church under which the nation has so long groaned, — we 
firmly believe our ministers would no longer be willing to afford 
them any assistance, but ou the contrary, would deprecate their suc- 
cess.* They have no objection to assist the Spaniards with the 

• Just as we had written the last paragraph, we received the Morning 
Post of July 28. The following extract will prove the justice of our con- 
jectures. 

“ A brave and high-spirited nation, jealous of its honour, which it looks 
upon as interwoven with the preservation of its national government and 
“ institutions, and determined to maintain both unimpaired, exhibits a most 

animating spectacle to the degraded and depressed sovereigns and 
v nations of the continent. This is not the revolutionary madness that 
V begins with the destruction of every thing ahcieft ; vsjjeiuile, and 
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blood and treasure of this country : but for what purpose? To get 
rid of King Joseph, and to re-establish King Ferdinand. The 
Monarchy of Spain, as appears by the answer to the city address, 
is the only object they care for. 

But it is not only the liberties and independence of Spain, but 
that of all Europe which now, we are told, animates the breasts of 

pur patriotic ministers, and their patriotic hirelings! “ We have 

“ maintained single-handed (says the Morning Post) a most arduous 
€< contest against France, and against the world, for the deliverance 
“ of the universe ! That deliverance, we trust , is now at hand , 

and every nation feels it is to Britain alone that the merit of 
4 ‘ it is due ! Every where, indeed, is the name of Great Britain 
“ worshipped with veneration and love , and the conduct of the 
** British ministry, in this crisis of the fate of Europe, will form the, 
€t brightest page of the splendid annals of Britain 
«• A sympathy so decisive and sincere in the sufferings of oppressed 
** nations, on the part of the only people that have hitherto stood 
“ between the infamous tyrant of the continent , and unb&rsal 
“ despotism , will not be inoperative upon the intrepid spirit of the 
t€ other nations of the continent, at present subject to the galling 
€t yoke of the base Corsican . The example of Spain, and the 

gratuitous but unlimited assistance and co-operation of Great 
“ Britain, will open the eyes of other nations to their present abase* 
4t ment, and animate them to the generous resolution of emanci* 
“ pating themselves by one simultaneous effort from a tyranny, 
« which is no ‘less the offspring of their own pusillanimity and 
*' distractions, than to the fortune of the vile upstart adventurer , 
° who lords it over them with such relentless, indiscriminate, and 
“ undistinguishing fury/' 

We are not however so overpowered by these wonderful eftusions 
pf patriotic newspaper eloquence, as to be prevented from inquiring 
—Where are the nations which are the victims of the “ galling yoke, 
*< the relentless, indiscriminate and undistinguishing fury of the vile 
“ upstart adventurer, the base Corsican/' and who are sighing for 
a restoration of their Qld free and happy governments ? If we 
attend to plain truth, it will appear that there is scarcely a country 
which has been subjected to the arms of this " base upstart," in 
which the inhabitants are not at least as well off as they were under 
their former tyrants ; and the people will prove themselves besotted 
fools if they spill their blood merely to exchange one master for 


" eminent in society 9 with a view to % the elevation and. power of its lowest 
“ members . But the inferior part of the community, wedded to their old 
“ establishments, and anxious to secure them from external violence or 
t( internal treasons, give that support and nourishment to the higher 
“ classes, and their government, which the nature of civil society and tha 
*1 duties of their station require. 
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pnother. We should indeed be happy to find one grand insurrec* 
tion take place, not only throughout the continent of Europe, but 
of Asia likewise. Were the people every where to demand a freq 
constitution, in which their property, their liberties, and their lives, 
were committed to the guardianship of free representative bodies ; 
were those bands of military slaves, standing armies, annihilated ; 
were the people themselves to be their own defenders ; were they 
determined no longer to be treated “ like silly sheep, first fleeced 
F and then led forth to slaughter,*' in \yars, if nqt just, yet weces* 
sary to the accomplishment of projects of ambition, — we should 
indeed hail such a glorious insurrection, and consider it as the happy 
forerunner of the deliverance ofa blind, ignorant, and enslaved world! 
But of what consequence is it, — Who governs such au empire as 
Russia, whose peasantry are transferred or sold, with the domains 
and the cattle from one lord or petty tyrant to another ? The same 
may be fetid of various other empires : kings and ministers may 
quarrel and fight as long as they please ; but till the people possess 
liberties worth fighting for, their wisdom is to remain quiet spec- 
tators of the turmoils of those who are called, not very correctly, 
their betters. 

But, although the editors of our ministerial prints are expressing 
their sanguine hopes that a new war may be re-kindled throughout 
Europe, we rather hope and believe, that there will be no new wars 
of Kings; no such wars as the continent has been too long accus- 
tomed to. We read a very fine sentiment, although on rather an 
awkward occasion; in the speech ofa French senator, when presenting 

his project for the uniting of Tuscany with the French empire. 

?? The time indeed is passed in which it was believed that people 
•? were made for Kings, not Kings for the people." If this should 
happily prove to be the case, the people will no longer fight for 
Kings, but for the maintenance of their own liberties and indepen- 
dence : but then they must be in the real enjoyment of those inesti- 
mable blessings. Let the sovereigns of Europe, therefore, act like 
wise men discerning the portentous signs of the times ; and follow- 
ing their own duty and interest, impart to their people privileges 
worth preserving. Let the precipus spark of freedom fanned into a 
flame, spread throughout Europe ; and the name of Napoleon and 
the arms of France will cease to terrify. 

The common council of the city of London have, with their usual 
zeal, addressed his Majesty, or rather his ministers, thanking them 


for their great, decisive, and magnanimous measures adopted re- 
H specting the Spaniards." These wise men of Gotham seldom meet 
without exposing themselves to ridicule. We lately had occasion to 
notice the contradictory proceedings in two successive meetings 
held within the course of a week, at one of which they voted an ad- 
dress to bis Majesty, expressive of their felicity in enjoying the 
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British constitution unimpaired ; and at the other, an address to - 
the House of Lords complaining of the sterious injuries which the' 
constitution had received owing to the increased influence of the 
crown, &c. What are the t( grea{, decisive, and magnanimous mea- 
ft sures” alluded to, these city wise-acres have not condescended to 
state. The mover of the address Mr. Deputy QuiN, in his philip- 
pic against the French Emperor, discovered all the deep reading 
of a city orator. “ The conduct of the French despot towards 
“ Spain, (he observed) was without example or record in the an- 
“ nals of the world. He had explored the pages of ancient lore , he 
<*-had resorted to the history of the darker ages, when the traces of 
" past civilization vanished hefore the desolating triumphs of cruel 
“ and ferocious and sanguinary barbarians; he had consulted the re- 
“ cords of more recent revolutions and vicissitudes, but in no case 
“ was he able to find any transaction, which for fraud, perfidy, and 
“ atrocity, could bear comparison with the* unprincipled and ne- 
“ farious conduct of the French despot towards Spain !” — Al«* 
though we cannot enter the lists with so learned a citizen, yet, wit hi 
put “ exploring the pages of ancient lore, or searching the history 
4 ‘ of the darker ages/' we suspect we may find instances in the his- 
tory of more modern periods, which for “ perfidy, fraud, and atro- 
“ city,” almost equal any of those we find in the career of the 
4i French despot.” We have already had occasion to glance at the 
plunder and division of Poland ; in which so many thousands of 
men, women, apd children, were (particularly at Warsaw and 
Prague) massacred ip, cold blood. The Duke of Brunswick's 
famous manifesto on entering France, in which he threatened to 
give up the inhabitants of Paris to military execution, and to destroy \ 
the city, not leaving one stone on another, will be had in everlasting 
remembrance. Was the Deputy 30 bewildered in “ the pages of learned 
4t lore,” as to have lost sight of the deeds recorded in the pages of Bri- 
tish history during, the past twelvemonth 2 Are the atrocities com- 
mitted off Copenhagen — the proclamation threatening the innocent 
and unoffending inhabitants with, “ every species of devastation” — > 
the city in flames, the shouts of victors at the horrid crash of falling 
churches — the plunder of the arsenals, and the robbery of the fleet — 
Are the transactions in the East Indies, in which so many pro- 
vinces have been depopulated, and so many Princes deposed and mur- 
dered, — Are all traces of these “ damned deeds” entirely erased from 
the brain of the deputy 2 Has he amidst all his vast reading, overlook- 
ed the remark of Mr. Burke respecting t he English: — “ The moment 
44 they passed the Cape, they unbaptised themselves ; and when 
“ they landed in India, they became something like the Upas tree 
4t that blasted and destroyed every thing that came within its per- 
<* nicious influence I” No ! Criminal as is the conduct of the French 
Emperor in many instances, there is a sort of climax in crime which 
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tie has not yet reached. Napoleon has not, with unrelenting 
barbarity dragged from the death beds of their dearest relatives, 
neither Charles nor Ferdinand: those princes did not soon 
after their arrival at Bayonne “ die of a dysentery !”* It is earnestly 
to be wished that our city orators, together with the writers m our 
ministerial prints, who have so profusely lavished on the French 
Emperor, the epithets of “ base Corsican usurper, — most odious 
“ monster, — blood thirsty despot, — hell bom fiend, — greatest curse, 
** and scourge that ever plagued the world,” &c. &c. &c. who are 
now expressing their ardent hopes that he and all his u monster 
“race, may be speedily exterminated,” -it is earnestly to be 
wished that these infuriated hirelings possessed some remains of 
conscience, and that they would recollect, that the man who can 
explore language for epithets to reprobate the vicious actions of 
some, and explore the same language for epithets to panegyrise 
actions equally vicious of others, exhibits that most odious vice in 
the sight of God, hypocrisy, and proves that it is deeply 
engraven on his heart. 

We for the present conclude our observations on this interesting 
subject. Whatever may be our wishes for the amelioration of the 
Spanish nation, we still maintain, that the will of the majority ought 
to prevail. If the insurrection should prove to be general, and if 
the people are even resolved to preserve what our ministerial writers 
appear to have so much at heart — “ all their ancient institutions,” or 
in plainer language, all that wretched mass of corruptions and abuses, 
that system of despotism aud priestcraft, their “ venerable constitu- 
“ tion in church and state,” still, no foreigu power has a right by 
force to interfere, and every attempt so to do will be highly criminal. 


action for slander. 


the editor has that confidence in the respect which his readers 
entertain for his character, that he trusts he shall be excused for 
very briefly intruding on their notice an affair, in which his dearest 
interests are deeply involved. On Monday last, after a forbearance 
on his part of four and twenty years , he was at length by imperious 
necessity, compelled to bring an action against a relative, who with 
others of his family, were bound by all those ties which unite society 
together, to have been the protectors instead of the assassinators of 
his character. In the Court of Common Pleas an action was 
brought by the Plaintiff, Benjamin Flower , against his Nephew the 
Rev. John Clayton , jun. for defamation. The charges were — 
That he had accused the plaintiff of having, twenty four years since, 
committed the crime of F6RGERY, and his mother with having, 
for the purpose of saving bis life, committed the crime of per* 


* Seethe speech of Sir T.Tur ton. Pol. Rev. Vol. III. p. lxxxvii. 

Digitized by Google 


**i Action for Slander . 

JURY ! The charges against the defendant were clearly proved b/ 
two respectable witnesses, Banister Flight, Esq. and the Rev. Samuef 
Palmer, both of Hackney, Middlesex. No evidence was catted oil 
the part of v the Defendant ; but his Counsel were instructed to 
plead — His innocent intention — the provocation h‘e and his father 
had received by the Criticisms of the Plaintiff in his Memoirs of 
Mr. Robinson , prefixed to a late edition of bis' Works; and 
certaiu pecuniary transactions which occurred twenty four years 
since ! Some of the falsehoods advanced on this occasion, and 
which have since appeared in several of the public prints, are only 
inferior in atrocity to those of which the Defendant stands 
publicly convicted. ' Chief Justice Mansfield in summing hp the 
evidence, observed — That although the Plaintiff was entitled to 
a verdict, as the witnesses had not told the words to any other per- 
son, he could claim only slight damages. One of the jury asking his 
Lordship what damages would entitle the Plaintiff to costs, was in- 
form ed 40s. on which a verdict was given for that stun. 

The Readers of the Political Revieiv have a right to be 
informed of the motive which induced the Reverend father of the 
Reverend slanderer to compel the latter to defend this action. This 
Shall be given in his own words. When a respectable gentleman* 
waited on the former, the day before the trial, informing him that 
he had reason to believe “ that if Mr. Flower’s character were ex- 
“ culpated, and the law expences paid, the action would be drop- 
“ ped,” the Rev. John Clayton , sen. replied as follows: — “The 
“affair had gone too far, and was not well understood. That it 
“ was not so much a contest between Mr. Flower , and his [Mr. 
“ Clayton’s] Son, as between, democracy and heresy on the 
“ one side, and loyalty and orthodoxy on 'the other !” The 
Editor however, ventures to express his hopes, that notwithstanding' 
the verdict was given against the Defendant, the British Throne 
still stands firm, and that the Pillars of Orthodoxy are not mate- 
rially shaken ! 

The calumnies which have been widely circulated for four and twenty 
years past, first by a relative who , at setting out in life was under pe- 
culiar obligations to the Editor, the Rev .John Clayton, sen. and after- 
wards by two of his sons, the Rev. William Clayton, and the Rev. John 
Clayton, jun. some of which, although publicly refuted in a court 
of justice, have been accompanied by others, which equally call 
for refutation, have determined the Editor to publish the late pro* 
ceedings. But he will not again intrude the subject on the readers 
of the Review. The trial as taken down in short- hand by Mr.. 
Gurney, together with a statement of facts, and observations 
on the speech of the Counsel for the Defendant, is preparing for 
the press, and will be shortly published. 

Harlow , July 29. ** p . 
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AWrikUr of Pttoztd AtfAiki. 

i 

tiMs Danish AnvoLtf+io#. 

!h our Hist ft’ev&\V W$ presented tci 6iir ftliidefk kW impartial 
tfiteiheht of the principal occurrences WliicK had takeh place ftoiti 
the comh\£hcemeni df th! recent Revolutions hi Spairi ; And Ifi tra- 
cing the prbgrbss of subsequent events, we shall fcndeavbbr to oh* 
serve thfe Same impartiality. Our readers m^y test assured, that, 
il bii tllfc 6ne harid We have no inciindtibri to hiiSlead them, so, od 
tlife other hand it Is dur earnest wish that fHCy tiiaty hot fee misled 
foy others, tn this early stage 6f the business, ive cannot but ftatt 
dilt cdUhfrymeri against expressing an undefined dr itnj^llbit confi- 
dence iti rainisteh. \Ve are somewhat misiikeri if certain respecta- 
ble statesmen, who wish wdll to ttieii* cb'unti-y, and cdrtdid editor! 
of bur public prints, Who are not the hirelihgs of administration, 
db not ere long repent of their conduct m hurrying on their COlintrymCfl 
to uiiitg in presenting adiilatory addresses to thd tHfrotie, expressive of 
their approbation of tfee conduct of ministers, with Vvhose plans ahd 
tfews respecting the Spanish nation, they are yet fetit very superfi- 
cially acquainted ; and who are, Judging from their past conduct; 
the eri&tities of the peace, arid of the liberties of mankind both po- 
litical ahd religious. 

The information which the public receivfc of tb£ state of affairs id 
Spain is derived from t#o Sources The Paris Journals, and th4 
Madrid Gharitte^ : the ihoit important of the official accounts cori- 
fainid in (fee fatter rire transmit fed by oiir naVal oncers stationed 
bfr the Spanish coa!t, arid irisehid ifi bar court Gazette. Great 
catrtidh, #e haib rk&kdti td feeiiJvd l! /ieCessiry id attending to thi 
tiiteftitntt ddriVerf from eaffe bt fhes# channels, ta comparihg the 
vhty different ilili oft!fi 6ppbs1t<! acCouhfs of th4 sdrae events, it li 
itil tb fee #briclef£d at, if tiii iriajbrify should credit those state- 
which dr£ the m6st rigtetabW fb their wishes ; dnd that tbosd 
Wfe 6 desfte tb be right 1^ idfotriidd shor’d be unable to form a com- 
pfcfttW jpdgitiehf dfpassfdg events, fill finid shall afford therfi informa- 
tion more impartial and complete, As to the representations and 
C6&ml6ts of the grfat mij Arity of our diurnal and weekty journalists, 
c vol. iv. 


Digitized by 


Google 


xviii The Spanish Revolution* 

they only serve to shew the force of hasty, ill-formed popular 
. opinions, and violent national prejudices. Our ministerial hirelings 
in particular, are exerting all their efforts to spread the flames of 
war over Europe, and express their sanguine hopes and wishes that 
their masters may be able to form new coalitions of kings, and to 
hire the armies of Europe, which may, with the liberal assistance 
of this country, undo alt tha t has been doing for these twenty years 
past: they hold out to us the expectation that the present French 
government will be annihilated ; that not only t(ie power, but the 
person of “ the atrocious usurper of France" (so the Emperor is now 
Styled in our official documents*) and all his “ detested monster 
?‘ race" may be destroyed from the face of the earth. Ministers, in 
short, confidently hope, that by turning over a few leaves in the 
chapter of accidents, they shall find the accomplishment of the 
vast, the gigantic, the glorious projects, first planned by their. mas- 
ter Pitt, and obstinately persisted in to the close of his life;— 
project which they seem determined to accomplish, although they 
perish, or, to speak more correctly, although their country should 
perish in the attempt ; for it will be generally found by referring to 
revolutionary periods, that cabinet councillors and courtiers are the 
first to secure themselves from the effects of those measures that 
end iu the ruin of their deluded, and too-confiding countrymen. 

In our last, we left the Emperor Napoleon, his brother Jo- 
seph (the newly-proclaimed King of Spain) and the principal gran- 
•dees^and constituted authorities of the kingdom, at Bayonne . — 
After settling and publishing the new Constitution, his Spanish Ma- 
jesty proceeded to make choice of his ministers, and to fjll up the 
principal posts in the most important departments of the state, ci- 
vil and military : these different officers were, it was acknowledged 
by all parties, selected from the most ancient and respectable fami- 
lies of the grandees ; and there appears on their part to have been 
no unwillingness to accept the stations assigned them. His Majesty 
then proceeded to take possession of his kingdom ; and to repair, 
without loss of time to his capital. On entering the Spanish terri- 
tories he published a proclamation replete with royal professions of 
love, esteem, and regard, and descriptive of the happiness his sub- 
jects might expect to enjoy in - consequence of their newly-formed 
Constitution, llie Madrid Gazettes present us with the most flat- 
tering account of the reception which his Majesty and his court 
pnjformly met with on their joi^rney, and of their joyful entry into 
the capital ; of the addresses from different bodies of the people, 
‘‘.the indubitable signs of affection, which the whole nation shewed 

*, See the letter ofMVIr. Secretary Canning to the Envoys of Asturja? % 
Pot. Meg. P. 121. 
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“ for his Majesty’s person of bis Majesty’s most gracious and con- 
descending behaviour to all ranks of his subjects, his luminous dis- 
courses on the afiairs of his kingdom, and his foreign possessions. 
The listening auditors we are informed “ were struck with adihira- 
tion of his Majesty’s eloquence, the suavity of his manner, the 1 
“ force of bis reasoning, the extent of his knowledge and imder- 
4t standing, and his majestic attitudes !” We are farther informed, ' 
4t that it was the supreme wish,” of this enraptured assembly, 
u that the whole nation had had the • pleasure and the advantage 
M of being present on the occasion !”* Such is the picture of the 
new monarchy as drawn by court artists, and it must be acknow- 
ledged that they do not appear to be novices, but to be thoroughly 
acquainted with the style of colouring so well suited to courts in all 
countries. A few obscuring clouds may indeed be here and there 
discovered, which may tend to raise some suspicion, even in the 
. minds of those who have no other representation before them ; but 
we are assured that every cloud will be transient. “ The turbu- 
** leuce which still prevails in some of the provinces will cease, as' 
“ soon as the Spaniards shall have been apprised that their religion ,* 
“ the integrity . and independence of their couiitry, and their 
u dearest rights are secured ; as soon as they shall discover the' 
u germs of their prosperity in the new institutions. Every honest* 
u Spaniard must then open his eyes, and all must then crowd 
“ round the throne.”* 

The proclamation of the “ illustrious Monarch as King of Spain' 
w and the Indies, took place on the 25th. ult. with great pomp and 
“ solemnity and all ranks and classes of the inhabitants of 
Madrid are represented as uniting in the demonstrations of joy 
common on such occasions. 

We have thus laid before our readers the sum and substance of 
the intelligence which has since our last been published in the 
French papers, official as well as others, respecting the Spanish 
Revolution. From these sources we have yet no account of adverse 
events, such us the "surrender of the French fleet at Cadiz, &c. 
which were published to the world in other countries, upwards of 
six weeks since. To what a state of degradation must the press 
be reduced in France! The inhabitants of that large, and in many 
respects enlightened empire, surely cannot long be coutented at 
being thus deprived of that first blessing of a free country. How- 
ever this inestimable * privilege might have been occasionally struck 
at by different administrations in this country, and however it may 
be prostituted and abused by the hirelings of the present day, 

* - * Pol, Reg. p. 133* t Ibid, p; 79. 
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we feql mo_$t sensibly, the superiority, which as Britons \ye in tlir^ 
respect enjoy over the nations on the continent. 

We now turn to another source of intelligence — The Spanish 
Gazettes, published in those provinces where popular insurrection 
has proved triumphant. Although the accounts inserted from 
time to time of victories^the most brilliant, must be received with 
caution, and much allowance made for those partial statements and 
exaggerations which almost uniformly accompany military details 
in every country, yet it is evident that the successes of the Spanish 
PATRIOTS ( the more we examine their cause, the more we find 
them deserving the name) have been signal and important. Tbq 
principal of these victories are, those of General Castanos, and 
Major-General Reding over the forces of Generals Du font and 
Wedel, in Andalusia; and of Generals Crebellon and 
Caro over the French army under General Moncey in Va- 
lencia; the details of which appear in our Register. The 
account of the latter victory is coutaiued in letters from Gibraltar, 
and appears to rest principally on the authority of a Spanish Cap r 
tain ; but the details of the former are from various quarters, havft 
been transmitted by Lord Colling wood, and published iq oujr, 
official Gazette. Thus the principal armies of the French £mperor 
iu Spain have been subdued, and that chiefly by men lit tie used, 
to arms, , and to military discipline. 

One important result, amongst others, of the victory of General 
Casta^os, appears to have been t|ie flight of the new lying, 
whom we have just viewed in all his glory, proclaimed in his capital, 

. and surrounded by bis loving subjects ! Our gazette informs us— 
“ That on the 29th. ult. in tne evening the French began the evacu- 
ation of Madrid ; upon tte 30th. the evacuation continued, and 
“upon the 3 1 st. Joseph Ron a parte wiU> the remainder of his. 
V troops quitted thft. capital for Segovia,” 4.7 mjles distance from 
Madrid; from whence it is reported lie lias farther retreated to 
Burgos, iqhis way towards the borders of the kingdom : this retreat 
was effected within four days of his being proclaimed King. Some 
qf the accounts state that he made his escape in disguise, wearing a 
patriotic cockade, and all represent the royal fugitive as stripping, 
tfie palace and the churches, of the crown, the regalia, the plate, 
aqd every thing of value which he could possibly lay his hands on. 
'IJb conduct on this occasion has excited the indignant remarks of 
opr journalists, who all seem to agree iu representing the conduct 
ojf Joseph as mean, dishonest, and uukiugfy : but w$ cannot help , 
suspecting that these reflections, all circumstances considered, 
border on rudeness towards Kings in general. King Joseph has 
only followed tlije example of the generality of his brother Kings 
•in most ages of the world. Robbing by sea, as well as by land 
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h^g b^eq, and is $till we W*V(? ? judged by tl^e qnyqnty U 1 HW| 
countries tQ.be a very hoppiira|>j?, very hiugly practice! T\ie 
conversation which parsed between Alex^nqer the great, and a 
famous pirate is well known. When the former reproached the 
l^tt^r with being a robber, the latter sternly, and very tfqiy p£- 
plied—" I am not gr^at a robber as thou qrt !” The ypnquercir 
fplt sq much pf the r^uiaiu^ of conscience, $s nijeptly to acquiesce 
in the justice of the recrimination, and th$ great r«bbej not only 
dismissed the petty robber unpunished, bqt ordered him to be 
treated with respect. Dr. Porteu^ tb$ present Bishop of Lon- 
don, .published in his younger days, (that is before he was made a 
bijhpp,) an admirable poem, in which, he expressed itqshis opinion, 
that, with respect to the commission of the crime, pot only of 
rpbbw, but of murder, princes 4R& ^biytleged ! The 
history of what is called civilised society, too plainly demonstrates, 
that vyh$re the inhabitants of a country do pot think it worth their 
while to watch the conduct of their kings, the latter seldom resist 
the great temptation they have to turn thieves ; and it would be 
Well if they contented themselves with ^e^liqg frotp their 0W4 
subjects, and from neighbouring nations a little plate, or q few 
jewels! Wesjn^erely hope that tlje Spanish patripts ip their foriqatiop 
of a ii£W constitution, shopld it be monarchical, will the 
proper means to keep their kii^gs honest : the very b^t, if not the 
only method of effecting this is, to place around them a free repre- 
sentative assembly, which may prove a safeguard against, not oply 
a single thief on a throne, but what is infinitely worse, a gang 
thieves in a cabinet, who may be careless how they rob their o\yn 
country, or despjqt^ a foreign country, and plunder or murder the 
inhabitants, if by supb megqs they may blit preserve their places 1 
yea, who may arrive at that height of effrontery a c*nuinon robber 
cannot reach, and plead not only necessity, but even a regard for 
the interests of social order and religion, as the motives, of their 
conduct ! 

The silence observed not only by the French Emperor, but by 
the grandees of the Spanish nation, (who effected the resignation or 
deposition of Charles IV. and transferred the crown to Ferdi- 
nand VII.) respecting the affairs of Spain, render it difficult to 
fpjm a competent judgment as to the opinion of the majority of the 
Spanish people: this difficulty is increased by the remarks of the 
Editors of some of our London prints, “ that the insurrection 
u not so general as was at first apprehended, and that in several 
u provinces the patriotic ardour begins to cool.” It i$ the cu^tqtR 
of Sovereigns when they engage in war, whether just or uqjus^ 
to appeal to the world in their own justification: contemptible as 
these appeals q^ally ‘although they seldom afford apy 
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decent excuse for kindling, or spreading the flames of war, their 
very publication discovers some degree of respect to the judgmeut 
of mankind. We have been looking for such a memorial from the 
French Emperor. Mis conduct respecting Spain most impe- 
riously calls for an explanation. Have the grandees of Spain, who 
effected the first revolution, perceiving the state of parties, and 
apprehending a civil war in the kingdom between the father and 
the son, both of whom had by their recent conduct afforded 
manifest proof of their incapacity for the government of such an 
empire as Spain, — have they solicited the interference of Napoleon? 
Did they consider themselves as the representatives of the people 
and were they authorised to propose the abdication of the Bour- 
30 ns, and to Offer the crown to Bonaparte 1 

The grandees who elevated Ferdinand to the throne, in tho 
room, and against the wjshes of his father, who afterwards fol- 
lowed their new King to Bayonne, and there acquiesced in his 
abdication, and in that of the whole Royal family ; — those gran- 
dees who accepted from Napoleon, his brother Joseph as their 
Sovereign, and were by him nominated to the roost important offices 
in the state ; who escorted him through the kingdom to the capital, 
and there proclaimed him King of Spain and of the Indies, 
have not yet assigned the reasons for their conduct. Their cha- 
racters however are at stake: their countrymen have a right to be- 
informed of their motives, their views, their ultimate designs. 

But whatever mystery may still envelope these transactions, it 
must be acknowledged, that appearances are at present against thd 
French Emperor. Judging from the events which have takeii place 
during the past three months, there is reason to conclude that the 
majority of the people of Spaiu are averse to the government of a 
foreign prince: their determined, and hitherto successful resistance,' 
the defeat of the veteran troops of France by soldiers unused to dis- 
cipline, who had but just entered the field of battle, afford pre- 
sumptive evidence that injustice is v on the side of NapOLEON, 
and justice on the side of the people of Spain ! 

There are other considerations equally deserving notice, and' 
which serve to strengthen this opiniou, All the accounts hitherto 
received of the popular insurrections state them to be against 
the government of Joseph; but we read of no expression of -the 
public voice iu his favour, except on the very spot covered by his 
forces. As the French papers do not contradict this statement, it 
may fairly be presumed it cannot be contradicted. The Spaniards 
may in various places consider it as a matter of comparative indiffe- 
rence whether they are to be governed in future by the family of 
the Bourbons or the Bonapartes ; and unless the new govern- 
ment should be formed on principles essentially different from thut 
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which has existed for centuries past, one single drop of human 
blood is too valuable to be shed in favour of either the old or the 
new dynasty ; and every Spaniard when he takes a retrospect of 
the intrigues and commotions which have already taken place, and 
the blood which has been already shed, may well exclaim with Mek- 
cutio when mortally wounded in an affray between the partisans of 
the Montagues and the Capulets , — “ A plague o' both your houses !"** 
Judging howeyer frontal 1 the accounts hilherto received, "the public 
opinion wherever it has been expressed is m favour of Ferdinand. 

The disposition of the troops employed by Spain on foreign ser- 
vice by virtue of her treaties with France, affords additional evi- 
dence of the odium attached by the Spaniards to the government cif 
the French. Of an army of 15,000 men commanded by the Marquis 
dela ftomana, and stationed in Denmark and its dependencies, the 
riBfjor part in consequence of a coucerted plan between the British 
commander in the Baltic, and the Spanish general, have willingly 
rescued themselves from the dominion of France, and are remove^ 
to a place of security until they can be conveyed to Spain to join theii* 
countrymen in arms. The Danes and the French being apprised of 
the scheme prevented it from being executed so completely as was 
originally intended. About one third of the army were surprised and 
disarmed. The disposition of the Spanish troops is by this occur- 
rence pretty plainly discovered. Untit therefore we have evidence 
to counterbalance that we have now stated, we cannot but be of 
opinion that the majority of the people of Spain are hostile to the 
government attempted to be imposed on them by France. 

“ What are the designs of the French Emperor ?” — This is a ques~ 
tion which in the present state of affairs must be the subject of anx- 
ious consideration in the minds of men of all descriptions. Bona- 
parte has at length, after a long and uninterrupted career, met 
with a check to his ambitious pursuits from a quarter he least ex- 
pected. From his not sending reinforcements to his armies in Spain, 
itis evident lie deemed it unnecessary. His transfer of the kingdom of 
Naples from his brother Joseph to his relative Murat, the Grand 
Duke of Berg, affords further evidence that he has a superior king- 
dom in prospect for the former. It is scarcely to be imagined that 
he'will relinquish the crown of Spain without a struggle. Some of 
the Dutch papers inform us that Napoleon is collecting forces^ 
from different parts, for the purpose of forming an array of 150,000 
men to be sent to Spain. Should this prove to be fact, or shouldl 
the j&tnperor send an army of half that number, or indeed any army 
at all, to compel the Spaniards to submit to a government disap- 
proved of by the majority of the people, there is not one of our 


- • * Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



7 Hi Sptiitth fofrotutm. 

mMfyma Wti6 WisfteS ir!8ft afd&iftythKh Wed6, HM'Uc ft 4 sckftte 
df unprincipled ambition inky be irioSt doihplelely frustrated. 
It fc Well fbr the fempbrbr if the VCry attdftipt id t:4fry stiqh & 
& cbeme into execution do fibt pfovb hi ihVpbllfrc 4 s if i$ unjust. M4y 
SdccCSs aftfeUd the Exertions, not only of the Spaniards, but of evhrjr 
People unSef heaVeri in forming a gOvCrrimeht, of ill defending th6 
g overtfnent df their choice against Ihd attacks of a foreign invader. 

Tfife attention of all Europe is now fi*ed dd the (>6o|)le of Spain ; 
dnd we most Sincerely hope that their conduct Will dffofd a bright 
4 iSplay of a people contending for a government fouhded on the 
p find pies of justice and freedom. At the same tifnfc, ds otir readeri 
tf lust b4vfe noticed, W£ have had out fears lest the late insurrections 
Should haVe been merely the effect of the machinations of the SWurnl 
df priests which have so long inftstdd that country, Who have ke|s| 
flBe pdopld ifi ignbfaiite, poverty, and slavery, the Willirig fobls of 
4 government too bad fot longer eridurance, while all the tinte they 
I’dVd thdirlSeivbS been Wallowing in luxury and vice. Ode of oui* 
4 drreirponderils has in our fbllowihg pages given Us Some account of 
i he established church 6f SpdiU, and of the state df t&ligidn thfdtigh- 
4 mi the kingdom, dfid states it as “ the dpinion of all thdse whd 
f ‘ have had a fdVdufdblg opportunity of estimating the character^ 

; f « add dikdtfers bf thd inhabitants, thdt there is d& tittle true inordt 
41 fitigiim M Sp'diri, tis Vk tny toimtty under heaven.’** The acti- 
vity 6f the f>rie$th id stitrlhg up ahd heading the Idte insurt^dibhm 
i ‘eddeted US soiti£wh4t fbarful, that the resistance Was excited not so 
t nuch againSt the dominion of J6$£prf, as 4g4ihst those dreaded re- 
f friths in the goverdrherit, Snd ttidrfc fatfrffciilarly in the ecCl£si4stical 
I government, Which have been introduced into almost CVdty cbuhtfy 
l ubjrigated by the French fehiperoh ' The language in most df the 
t jpauhh procIaftiitibriS oh the the Sttbj&ct bt feligioo, (Some off Wfricfi 
fve noticed in ottr last) is disgraceful, hot bifly to Christianity, btfi i& 
rQmmon sCnSe, and tb htiihattify. One Of the ificfct coihmChdahfe 
I harts of NaPoleo^'S cdridhct, is that fesfp^cfifig rdligioiis liberty; 
1 ffe lias lately added tb the privileges he 4 fc# yearS Sided gtafiied to 
s i people, Who for So fhany CehthrieS past, have WCnf the VifctiriiS df 6|f- 
j WSsibn and persecution throughout the Wbrl4. Froth the UtrfCh pd- 
j ierS wCleath, that by 4 decree dated Ju ftd 4. 4 Ut£ J£#S fit the d^part- 

‘ * Oni oftKe latest Writers On this subject giVel thd folldWftfg Of 

^he chatOb ofSpam. — 

! “ The Reman catholic religion is. the established rd/|k>ir, The ndttMi 
d 9 ^ t[ie clergy, exceeds 300,000.; who are under. 8 archbishops# 4$ bi- 
ff pgbopsi- aod ?5 tribunals qf ia^uisitiQa established for maintaining the 
. capLolic religion. Sppin ‘.cohtaihs ijj cathedral churches, lolecon* 
ff* Vents, 19,683 ^irishe’sj &c. w ’ * .. 

CfUtUchOrtTis StiiHUtdi fables of Europe. 
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itoenl of East Friesland were freed from “ aLl those restrict ionvby 

* which they were separated from tiie other inhabitants. The. 

? prohibition to acquire and possess landed property has also been » 

“ abrogated, and they are placed in the same situation with those 
u of their people hi other parts of the kingdom.” An article from. 
Cassell dated June 9, contains a proclamation of the prefect of the 
department of Fulda , declaring — ' " All distinction betweeitffse pro-* 

<f lessors of jOdaism and Christians, as to privileges, are at'nsf end, 4 
“ and that they shall no longer be denominated TOLER ate Dyijjws^ 

“ but shall be regarded m real citizens and inhabitant!* it* 

“ being declared to.be the duty of the government to remove. 

“ much as possible, all marked distinctions between Jews ancfr 
“ Christians !” — *r-Now it is this just, wise, add humane conduct * 
which has; to the disgrace of men claiming the name of patriot, 
been assigned . as a cause for insurrection in one of the Spanish 
proclamations, hi which the writers observe in terms of the most 
marked abhorrence, “ the atheism* of the French ruler, who has 
“ dared to tolerate the accursed race of the Jews I” Much allow* 
ance is to be made, we readily acknowledge Tor the gross ignorance, 
and deep rooted prejudices of the Spanish populace ; and we are 
aot without hopes, that their leaders, (however*, they might 
deem it prudent. Tor. the moment, to accommodate their Ian* 
guage to the ideas and conceptions of the lowest ranks,) still enter* 
tain those sentiments and views that are indhpensibly requisite in 
men qualified to be the leaders and conductors of a revolution, and 
the regenerators of a long enslaved couutry. General Castanos 
who has so honourably distinguished himself by his victory over 
Dupont, it is plain expects bis countrymen to form a new consti- 
tution: he characterizes the late monarchy — “ a feeble and cowardly 
“ government terms which very justly describe not only the Spa- 
nish monarchy in general, but more particularly that under the two 
last of its Kings, Charles IV. and Ferdinand VII. who by abdi- 
cations, retractions, and re-abdications; who by stealing out of their 
kingdom, and throwing themselves into the arms of Napoleon, 
have demonstrated that they are utterly unfit to be placed at the 
head of a great people determined to be free. General Castanqs 
appears likewise to have correct ideas respecting the sacrifices which 
the higher classes must make in such a cause as that jp which the 
Spanish nation is professedly engaged. " Addressing^ lower ranks 
“ be observes—' 14 Fear not that the wealthy will spare their trea* 

** sujps: they wM deposit all their services of plate in thfediands of 
“ tbe>govemraent ; and when they eat and drink out of wooden 

• “ spoons and earthen vessels, they will enjoy the pleasing satisfaction 
,f lhaf these instruments of ipere luxury arw.4e|tiaed to the defence 

j> vok. tv. 
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“of mw religion, oir King, our coimtr 7, mi bur LIBERTY/' 
From what follows in the same proclamation, we are not without 
hope, that what the General terms the “ religion” of the country is 
amewba* different from the meaning commonly pot on the term, 
by statesnlen and churchmen. Addressing the Spanish clergy he 
adds Be persuaded that both ecclesiastical and civil laws admit 
“ of setting the property of the church m circumstances of sach 
€c urgent necessity as the present. Convince the faithful that you 
“ are penetrated with this oenuine doctrine, which in tiroes 
“not so calamitous was taught by St. Been Ann, who observed, 
** it wasnot conformable with our holy religion, that the church 
“ should flourish in its possessions whilst her poor were necessitem ; 
“ that she should decorate her walls with geld, and abandon her 
“ ehildren to nakedness” The mind of the General must surely' 
when be wrote this address, have been ruminating upon the re- 
venues of the bishopric of Toledo, which amount to lfthOGQi, 
per annum, and which will afford fine food for good, sound, 
patriotic revolutionists I 

• What however is of the greatest importance to the cause of 
genuine patriotism in Spain, is the formation of a freely chosen, 
representative body of the people, on whom may devolve the im« 
portant work of framing a constitution. It gives us pleasure 
therefore to read in the Spanish gazettes, that this subject has for 
sometime past employed the thoughts of the leaders in the revo* 
ltition; that the Duke of Me 01 no has been traversing Spain foe 
the purpose of effecting this grand measure; that the different juntas 
have acceded to it, and that the Cortes is fo meet in the 
ensuing month. May (this assembly emulate the virtues of those 
ancient assemblies whose name it adopts, which were once the 
glory of the kingdom, equal in respectability to a British senate in 
its best and purest days. 

Every state in endeavouring to preserve its independence de- 
serves the good wishes, and in Certain eases the assistance of neigh* 
bouring states ; and notwithstanding the burdens of the people of 
Great Britain are most enormously, and unnecessarily 'oppressive, 
we are by no means disposed to condemn the conduct of minister! 
in affording such assistance to the people of Spain as shall be re* 
quisite to enable them to conduct their revolution to a glorious 
issue : — the complete deliverance of their country from French 
invasion, or dictation, and {the formation and establishment of a 
free government: but from the language which has been he^ by 
our ministerial writers, as well as by ministers themselves, we firmly 
believe that the sole object proposed- by the latter is, the re-establish' 

merit of the old, vile despotism of Spain in church and state. The 

» \ , • 
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faiWwkg wUractfrom a fafenunant print, inform* ur of the view# 
of monster* in language that' cannot be mistaken- , 

. Of ail tbe absurdities which the rancour of party or this malevolence 
“ of faction has given birth to oo this subject, that which represents the 
“present noble efforts of the Spanish nation as revolutionary, is the most 
u monsteous ! Revolution is of the very essence of change : change of 
u dynasty, or change of the form of government. The Spanish nation 
H seeks no change, and therefore it is, that it has taken up arms to rnriftt 
" the ruffian invaders who would impede a change o4 dynasty and of 
** gwemment forcibly upon them. It is the grossest pewwkion of cfenas, 
“ therefore, to denominate that nafieaal ebullfeio* a revolution, which 
“ rejecting innovation adheres to established ihstitvtioks k which seeks 
u the re-establishment of a subverted government, not the subversion of an 
u established one. In all this there is no symptom of revolution , nor in the 
“ uniform expression of love and loyalty to their King Ferdinand, and 
u attachment to their religion and establishments, with which all their 

* public instrument! teem. The term revolution could oaly W applied 
“ properly to the overthrow of the Preach power in Spain ;, but as that 
u had never been established, or acquiesced in throughout the country, 
t( the expulsion of such intruders cannot be considered as any revohnioa. 
“ The enemies of old governments, and turbulent incendiaries, who eare 
u not what mischief they do to society, provided they but gratify their 
u capricious and malignant hostility against all that is great or efninent 
** in it, may contemplate in this glorious struggle art exempJlffcafrion of 
M their principles* of disorganisation ; yet whilst its object shaft continue, 

* what Hus been uniformly' avowed by the patriot*, it must he edtitidfcrfed 
u by every honest and honourable mind ns a contest for natioaahitwl#- 
n pendeoce against foreign conquest and menaced revolution ... .On 
u the 19tb of March, King Charles abdicated his crown in' favour of his 
“ son. Ferdinand. That was no revolution , nor did it produce any popu- 
“ lar rising. The resignation (f a parent in favour of his son is not with - 
u out example in the annals (f Spain.'** 

We have thus the open avowal that the re-estatblisbitietif of (He 
despotism of Spain is the sole wish of the mnristets 1 of Great Bri- 
tain. The hireling writers we have quoted, although they hate 
raised a flame in their own country to prevent the toleration lof 
roman catholics, with effrontery and hypocrisy peculiar to men of 
this description, express their hope and belief that no innovation 
wilt he attempted in Spain ; that the Spanish nation ” seeks no 
change ;* 9 that it adheres to a*ll their established institutions (the 
twenty-five tribunals of* inquisition for the preservation of the ca- 
tholic religion, &c.) and consequently that no toleration will be 
allowed to protestanU; that the very idea of change, innovation, 
4 or revolution in the government is “ most monstrous V* It affords 
us however pleasure to observe, that these rficfct despicable senti- 
ments are reprobated by AX/L the parties in tie Spanish revolution. 
Tbe grandees commenced the work of revolutionizing by deFosiHg 

* Mecniag : JaJy dfh. 
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against Kis swill, (as he acknowledged* after he hail sneekfedtftft bt 
the kingdom) their old, stupid tyrant Charles IV. The Frtfoch 
IJmperor was fully convinced, that a revolution not merely in the 
dynasty, but in the constitution of Spain was absolutely necessary; 
qnd accordingly his new constitution, notwithstanding its many de- 
fects, contained various provisions, which tended materially to 
ameliorate the condition of the people, and to restore them ip some 
considerable degree to political and civil freedom. The juntajis*- 
( 8embled at Bayonne, jn their address to the people describe the oM 
government as too bad for amendment. The explicit opinion of Ge- 
neral Castanos on this subject we have already quoted. Thp 
Spanish proclamations, although their language is not uniforiq, 
abound imdeclarations of the necessity of a new and regenerated go* 

. vemment. Even “ the most illustrious Don Raphael T homas Bi r 
“ shop of Santander, fyc” in his letter to Lord Castlbrbagh, 
although he, conscious how acceptable lits language would be to Im 
lordship, furiously reviles “ Napoleon Bonaparte, as the infamous 
“ chief of robbers, the monster of monsters (we are not much sur- 
prised at his being so termed by a bishop fattening on the spoils of 
the people) even this bishop terms the late government of Spaip - 
“ our ancient bad government ” Spaniards of all parties and de- 
scriptions appear to be longing for a complete revolution, and for ft 
new government which shall be a contrast to that old despotism now 
destroyed, never, we hope, to be restored. 

Although our ministers do not venture to speak out quite so plainly 
as their tools, whose language we have quoted, it is evident that they 
in the assistance afforded to the Spaniards, have nothing more in view 
than the restoration of the old monarchy. Indeed were they to dis- 
cover any regard to the right? and privileges, civil or. religious, of 
the people of Spain, they would act very inconsistently, as they have 
hitherto been the uniform opposer? of both in their own country. 
The whole happiness of tfie people of Spain, ip their opinion* is in- 
volved in the restoration of the monarchy. Thus in the . speech 
t from the throne we are informed — “ That in contributing to this 
“ great and glorious cause bis Majesty has no oilier object than thpt 
“ of preserving unimpaired the integrity and independence of the 
“ Spanish monarchy.*' A dinner has been lately given to the Spa- 
nish deputies at the city of London Tavern, one might almost have 
imagined for the sole purpose of shewing the powers of the English 
at gormandizing : 2,500 lbs. weight of turtle, with every species of 
luxury in viands and liquors in the utmost profusion were provided 
for a company of about 400 persons. As the representatives of t&e 
people of Spain were present, one might have expected that the sen- 
timents and wishes of the people of Great Britain, as friends to free- 
dom, would have been displayed' in speeches and toasts suited* to 
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the occasion, But instead of the grand swelling sentiments of libet- 
ty, we hear scarcely any thing but the cuckoo . note — T he manor* 
eky ! the monarchy l The Spanish deputies no doebt fearing to 
offend ministers if they should give any toast relating to the general 
principles of liberty, thought it best to repeat that which had been 
already drank — The King! One toast of a complexion 'somewhat' 
different was given by the chairman — Sir. F. Baring:- 4 * The 
President and Government of the United States of America,” but 
which gave general disgust. Although the government of America 
is the most free government in the world, and'the President as wise, 
virtuous, and patriotic an individual as is to be found in the execu- 
tive of any existing government, yet truly, because AraAica will not 
submit to the system of commercial despotism adopted with equal 
haughtiness and injustice by both Britain and France, we -are to 
consider her a? an enemy : but it is evident that the old governments 
of Spain, Portugal, the Sicilies, and Sweden, are more congenial in 
thehr principles and practice to the ideas of our ministers, than the 
government of America ; the prosperity of these despotic govern- 
ments was therefore drank at the above meeting, with enthusiasm, * 


GENERAL REFLRCTIQNS ON THE STATE OF EUROPE. 

Although our ministers declared in the speech at the prorogation 
of parliament 44 that his Majesty in contributing to the cause of 
f* Spain, bad no other object than that of preserving unimpaired the 
** integrity and independence of the Spanish monarchy yet they 
immediately added : 44 but he trusts that the same efforts which are 
i 4 directed to that great object, may, under the blessing of Divine 
44 Providence lead in their effects and by their example, to the re* 
storation of the liberties and peace of Europe ” 

The meaning of this language cannot possibly be mistaken; if any ' 
doubt remained on the subject at the time it was first uttered, it 
must have been removed in the mind of every dne who has since 
read our daily prints, particularly those which are known to be un- 
der the influence of government. The most sanguine hopes are held 
out to the public, that Austria is about, to rush into a new war; 
that Russia will probably join her ; nay it is hinted that Denmark 
has expressed her readiness to join in this new coalition to effect 44 the 
“ deliverance of Europe.” We are farther assured that liberal as* 
sbtanee will he afforded by this country, to the different powers on 
the continent who shall be engaged in so glorious a cause ! 

That it is the most ardent desire of our ministers that the flames 
of war may again spread; throughout Europe, and that they are 
prepared to lavish the remaining resources of this country to bring 
about such an event* no one can/ioubt : Vat if the dttftrent powers 
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o»tfae continent have learned wisdom from experience; if they art not 
given up to infatuation, they will be very cautious how they again 
lepeat those blunders which have brought about an increase of the 
power of France, and a diminution of their own. 

As to the professed object in view “ the restoration of the liber* 
^ ties and the peace of Europe,” we remark — Europe, hae no 
liberties to be restored! France, whatever may be said of her 
justice or injustice, we are persuaded, has not destroyed or even 
diminished the liberties of those countries which she has acquired 
by conquest or by treaty^ <90 4he .contrary the inhabitants of most 
of these countries, have obtained some privileges, and more parti* 
euiarly that great privilege toleration. What inducement there* 
fore can the people of Europe possibly have to take up arms, to 
spill their blood, to risk the desolation of their country 1 What is 
the object 1 Why. truly that their former despotic government* 
may be restored ! Would to God that the people is aU countries 
were seriously resolved? never to interfere in a mere war of King?; 
that they would; never shed their blood hut in defending their own 
rights; that they would, instead q£ being led forth to slaughter, to 
gratify the interests or ambition of their rulers, demand a free con- 
stitution, such as they would feel an interest in preserving. By 
such moans, and by such means only, will “ the liberties and the 
“ peace of Europe be effectually restored.” 

But what ought to excite not only the alarm but the indignation 
of the people of this country, is — That at the very, time our minia* 
ters are expressing their hopes that “ the peace of Europe may be 
(< restored,” they are reviving the principles of eternal war ; princi- 
ples so truly detestable as well as despicable, that we could scarcely 
have imagined that any statesman, after witnessing how com- 
pletely their original author, Mr. _ Pitt, had been baffled and 
defeated in his plans to enforce them, and the calamities which 
have been the consequence, would ever have dared to attempt 
their revival. We are now however informed, from official autho- 
rity, that the French government is no longer considered as legi- 
timate; the Emperor is styled “ the atrocious usurper of Fiance,”* 
This opinion is almost daily inculcated/ on the people, of tips 
country, not only by our ministerial prints,, but by one which h as 
generally been understood to be the mouth piece of the leaders of 
the opposition. It is not only in the Morning, Port, we are 
told that — “ A mote drawn villain tbm BoNAPjtftXJi never 
9t usurped the power of government,” nor. iw which the wish is ex- 
pressed,/* that the world may ere long have * 1 the happiness to wit- 
“ ness the utter* destruction of the vchvk tf hie detested ami in - 


♦'Mr, Qaunwg > s : lette^ the Savoy* of Asturias* 
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famous raoe f* but in Hie Morning Chronicle we now read kmStor 
sentiments. We are encouraged to hope for another La Vend6 
civil war. The Editor after expressing R as his opinion, dial die 
recent defeats of ttie French forces in the passes ef Sierra Mortem 
and at Batyltn, when “ circulated through the communes of La 
“ Charente and La Vend6 will not facilitate the conscription of 
“ 1810,” puts the question — u Who knows but the flame which 
“ once burned so bright in these departments may be again kindled* 
“by the recital of the valorous and patriotic achievements of the 
“ Spaniards, and that those provinces which were most sternly in 
“ maintaining their allegiance to their legitimate sovereign; 
** will be the first to throw off their usurps*!” After reading this 
paragraph, and others of a similar description, we cannot but 
express our hopes, that the paper containing them, which in the 
course of two or three years has so completely changed its princi- 
ples, is no longer to be considered as the vehicle by which the 
leaders of the opposition convey their sentiments. It is impossible 
that THEY can approve of a war, the profaned design of which is 
the overthrow of the French government. 

But with wlmt decency or good faith can the British govern* 
meat pronounce the French Emperor — u The atrocious usurper of 
“ France 2 Has not this very government recognized his power as 
lawful, formed with bin! treaties of peace, sent an ambassador to 
reside at his court, and even prosecuted persons in this country 
for styling him “ an usurper,” and representing his government as 
lawless! Has not Lord Hawkesbury, one of the colleagues of 
the right hon. secretary who has officially used this outrageous lan- 
guage, absolutely panegyrized the government of the “ atrocious 
usurper,” and demanded in the face of the British senate — “ Who 
•* can look at France* and not see that its best years since the 
“ revolution are those iu which it has been under its present govefttr 
“mentf'f What faith can be placed in the declarations of a 
cabinet who can acknowledge a government to be legitimate, and 
afterwards declare that very government to be an atrocious 
usurpation! 

Our ministers by -their war-breathing speech at the prorogation 
of parliament, and by their rash, impolitic, and wicked declaration 
to the Spanish envoys, have <at length completely unmasked their 
designs. Although, in their various intercourses with foreign powers 
on the subject of negociation, we found ample evidence to convince 
us of a melancholy fact, which we have frequently endeavoured to 
pres* o^ the consideration of our countrymen, that ministers were 

* Morning Chronicle, Aug. 22. 

f Speech of Lord Hawkesbury on the Treaty of Amiens, Nov. 3, 1801. 
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totally averse to peace, and obstinately ben ton a prosecution ot* the 
war, what were the precise objects they had in ..view it was impossir 
Ue for us, or indeed any one else, not in their confidence, with any 
degree of precision to conjecture; Those objects are at length 
avowed. Our remaining resources are to be squandered) the blood 
of our countrymen is to be wasted in the abominable and desperate 
projects of spreading the fiames of war throughout Europe, over- 
turning the French government, and effecting the destruction of its 
head, the Emperor, “ the atrocious usurper of France !” 

Our ministers by this wretched act, have avowed a principle 
which if generally adopted would unloose the bands of social order 
and civilized society, and bring general destruction on states and 
governments. Should the French Emperor in the spirit of revenge, 
act upon such a principle ; should he attempt the invasion of this 
country for the express purpose of annihilating our monarchy, he 
could not plead a better justification of his conduct than Mr. Secre- 
tary Canning’s letter to the envoys of Asturias! And it is at such 
a period as this, on the proclamation of eternal war against Na- 
poleon, that our countrymen are presenting addresses to the 
throne, expressive of their implicit confidence in ministers ; when 
those who only a few months past, were heavily complaining of 
their burdens, aud declaring the continuance of the war to be un- 
just, and unnecessary, are so anxious to express their approbation 
of the conduct of ministers, that an address in the common style of 
adulation is not thought sufficient, but must be withdrawn for one 
of a more glowing description. 4 Such conduct adds to the mass of 
evidence which has been accumulating for several years past of the 
melancholy truth — That the rulers and the people of 
Britain appear to be obstinately bent on persever- 
ing IN THAT INFATUATED CAREER WHICH MUST TEHMINATR 
IN RUIN! 

For the successful execution of the proposed plan of extended 
warfare, and of the destruction of the Emperor of France, we in- 
voke “ the divine blessing/’ Every consistent Christian must be 
shocked at such prayers, which are truly “ an abomination to the 
*' Lord/’ Hypocrisy is thus added to the rest of our crimes, and 
we all the time flatter ourseives,*that in opposing the rights of conr 
science claimed by the catholics in this country, and in fighting for 
the preservation of catholic establishments, the sinks of priestcraft 
and statecraft in other countries, we are the champions of religion, 
and the favourites of Heaven ! 

Harlow, August 30. B. F. 

• See an account of the meeting at Leeds, in the Leeds Mercury,, 
August 20* 
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REVIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


PORTUGAL. 

HlS Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal ha* at length 
published a Manifesto, dated from the capital of his uew govern- 
neilj Rio Janeiro, in wldeb he details the occurrences which led 
£o his removal from Lisbon to the Breeds. The Manifesto is 
drawn tip with cowriderable ability l and the language is more 1110 ^ 
derate thaw that which generally characterises slide papers on similar 
occasions. It however contains little new as to the causes of the war 
with France* nor is there any material difference, in this respect* 
between the statement of the Prince Regent, and die previous state- 
ment of the French Emperor which we noticed in a former number* 
The serious differences between the two courts appear to have arisen 
from the demands made by France shortly after the treaty of Til- 
git. The Manifesto of the Prince Regent informs us, — “ It whs only 
“ by concluding the peace of Tilsit,, that the court of the TbuiHe- 
“ ries in a dictatorial tone, such as might have become Gkarlb* 
“ magne, addressing, the prince^ whose sovereign lord he was* 
“ caused the si range demand to he made to the court of Portugal 
“ — 1st. To shut the ports of Portugal against England. — 2d. To 
“ detain all ’Englishmen who resided in Portugal ; and 3d; To con- 
“ fiscata gU English property/’ From this statement it is evident* 
that the French Emperor, m 1m conduct towards Portugal has 
followed the. common practice of arbitrary monarchy whose minds 
have been continually employed in the pursuits of ambition, and 
who, possessing great talents, and being placed in peculiar circuit** 
stances favourable to their views* have been the more easily ena* 
bled to bring about their accomplishment. Charlemagne is 
qpoted as an example followed by N APQLBQN : the Prince Regent 
might have (putted other examples* of princes of tlie Bourbon fatuity 

XW. tp particular, whose treatment of surrounding states* 
whose aim at ipuuersal dominion was similar to tteat of N apoleon, 
but who in his general system of policy fell shear! of that pursued 
by the ftfipfe Emperor, who has in most of the countries- he ha* 
' * vojfc. *w. 

* * ' i 
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conquered, promoted the civilization of the inhabitants, shaken the 
pillars of superstition and priestcraft, and advanced the progress® 
of Toletation. Fforti the general conduct of arbitrary monarchs in 
all ages of the world, the people may learn this important lesson, Ihafc 
ft is equally their duty and their interest to study their own rights* 
fcbd the nature and end of government : they will find from the history 
of different states, that it is only in proportion to the share of power 
possessed by the people, that kings Can be kept in due order. 
With whatever plans the world may be amused for the “ deliverance 
“ of Europe,” unless by such a phrase is meant (what many of those 
who have been in the habit of using it do not mean) the deliverance of 
the people of Europe from that state of slavery in which 
have been fettered for ages, there is no plan for effecting that deli- 
verance, or, to use plainer language, for advancing the interest of 
one family, over that of another, or changing a dynasty, which 
ought materially to interest the feelings of the friends of mankind. 
Of what consequence is it to the people of Europe whether the 
house ofBRAGANZA, the family of the Bourbons, or ofthe Napo- 
leons bear the sway? As the latter can scarcely prove greater 
scourges to society than the former, so there is little reason to 
hope, unless the people will at least by degrees assert their own 
sovereignty, that they will find mucbditference. Happy would it befor 
Society, if the people in all countries would leave tbe different houses, 
and races of the blood royal, with their cabinets and dependants to 
fight their own battles, and refuse to take up a single offensive 
weapon, or stir a foot but for the noble purpose of recovering 
their liberties from the grasp of their domestic tyrants, or of de- 
fending them from the attacks of foreign tyrants. Then would the 
“ deliverance of Europe,” in the genuine and best sense of the 
phrase, be speedily and gloriously accomplished. 

Shortly after the communication of the unreasonable demands oil 
fhe part of France, the Prince Regent began to adopt measures 
for his departure ; at the same time he partially,* though unwillingly, 
complied with some of those demands ; but this not satisfying the 
French Emperor, an army was sent to take possession of Lisbon, 
on which the Prince assisted by the British fleet in the Tagus, pra- 
ceeded to carry his scheme into execution, and transported himself, 
his court, dependents, property, &c. to the Brazils ; his subjects ma- 
king no effort to detain him, and regarding his departure as a matter 
pf indifference. His royal highness with his fleet arrived safe at the 
place of his destination, and shortly after he published his manifesto. 

There are some aggravating circumstances in the conduct of the 
French, which will doubtless excite the peculiar attention and re- 
probation of our countrymen. “ The good faith of the French 
" government/' it is observed in the manifesto/’ is no less remark- 
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** able with regard to the celerity with which, after having made 
“ the above demands, and without waiting for the answer of 
“ Portugal, it ordered all Portuguese merchant ships to be detained 
** tit the ports of France ; and by that means actually commencing 
€i hostilities without any previous declaration of war ; thus carrying 
€€ to a far greater length all the proceedings which formed itsj con- 
4t tinned topic of reproach against England, which after such a 
conduct will be justly valued ...... The Emperor of the French 

4t has not only invaded Portugal under the cloak of friendship, 

“ but has even caused Portuguese merchant ships to be seized 
which wei'e in his ports without any previous declaration of 
“ warT’ Without critically examining the truth of the assertion, 
whether the proceedings of France were “ carried to a greater 
“ length" than the proceedings of England alluded to, we cannot 
but remark the severe reflections which are here thrown out against 
the ally, as well as against the.enemy ofPortugal. Who set France the 
example of such iniquitous " proceedings" as seizing the ships of a 
neutral and a friendly power, whilst sailing on the high seas without 
suspicion, or quietly laying at anchor in port 1 This “ system of 
rascality," as it was termed in the British senate by Lord 
$tanhope; these nefarious acts, which Lord Ellbnboeough 
compared to those, for the commission of which he had pronounced 
on the perpetrators sentence of death in the hall of national 
justice at the Old Bailey, were committed by this country against 
Denmark. These horrible and unprovoked outrages, accompanied 
by outrages still more horrible, the plunder and conflagration of 
the Danish capital, and the destruction of the unoffending inhabit 
tants, could not on this occasion but be recollected by the court of 
Portugal. The seizure of the Spanish plate ships and frigates 
M previous to a declaration of war," could not likewise have been 
forgotten. Thus it appears that the French, in thpse parts of their 
conduct which were considered by the Prince Regent as peculiarly 
aggravating* were only feeble copyists of the precedents set them 
by England ! 

Although the Portuguese had suffered the Prince Regent, 
with their old, insane queen, and the court with its dependants 
quietly to depart, it since appears they were not satisfied with the 
government of their new masters the French. Partial insurrections 
have taken place in different parts of Portugal, the principal of 
which were at Oporto. The account of these events have been pub- 
lished “ By authority of the partizans of the Prince Regent, now 
4( calling themselves the government, consisting of the most excel- 

lent and Reverend Don Antonio, bishop of the diocese," a-few 
other ecclesiastics, together with half a dozen officers who invested 
themselves with the supreme government. As there were no 
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Ranch foams Hi the e%, ; although a cdhtmn of fbeTrenift army 
ms reported to he marching thither, the bishop, the “ illustrious 
dean, who oouituaaded the city guard/' the reverends , the dif- 
ferent tribes of ecclesiastics, and their followers easily carried their 
design into execution ; and hare since kept possession of the city. 

The documents published by the episcopal commander of Oporto, 
and by those bolding tbeir authority tinder him, we have already 
bod before our readers.* We are sorry to perceive by these docu- 
ments, that the authors so bur from endeavouring to awaken, and 
to animate the Portuguese by motives becoming men, determined 
to assert their liberties and independence, “ to live free or die,* 
make use of the most sordid and despicable language, suited only 
to the darkest ages of ignorance* superstition, and vice. The 
French Emperor » styled “ the monster of iniquity vomited out of 
"Hell; the viUain, the chief of the numerous banditti spread over 
u Europe." The priests who use this language, h Should seem 
have obliterated from their memories sftl traces of the heinous, thd 
complicated crimes of the established priesthood in aH catholic 
countries, and which have stomped the earned fraternity, when 
exercising their power in the zenith of their prosperity, the very 
worst description of men that the Almighty ever permitted to 
afflict, to trample upon, to pillage, and to massacre the human 
luce* Portugal and Spain, where the priesthood have for age$ 
feigned peculiarly triumphant, have the guilt of the blood of nume- 
rous millions of innocent victims yet to atone for. The language 
of the most reverend and right reverend leaders of the insurgents^ 
affords a tolerable display of tbeir disposition k> fiH up the measure 
if their fathers. . “ The most sacrilegious f be most horrid of alt 
f* atrocious crimes committed by the French/' they inform their 
countrymen is, — What 1 Let the reader prepare for a tale of new, 
and unparalleled horrors ! “ The demolition of the sacred paint* 
" ing, which brings to memory the five fountains which Issued on 
v the heights of mount Calvary to cleanse and wash the sins of thp 
♦‘world; the five wounds of our redeemer, offered on the plains 
f* of Ouriqoe, to die first King of Portugal as emblems of honour to 
be blazoned on the standards." This complication of crimes 
cals for the utmost vengeance of the Portuguese ! The holy zeal 
of the most reverend commander, and Iris reverend subalterns, 
v brought to resurrection the army of Bragaoza, which although 
v they were demolished in the edifices, always existed untouched 
« in the image of Jesus Ch*ist, painted wirit his most precious 
44 blood;" which army “ on the glorious l«th of June, displayed 
t* tbeir standards, and like men converted into mid beasts, rug 

Pol. Reg. for 4i>g. p. 
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*n*v*vds Ae pflain of 9t. Ovid, there to omit for tbe enemy, thus 
** resembling hungry wolves who ran towards lambs! Loved coun- 
** trymen/'adds his reverence, — u Your hunger is not satiated ; yottr 
49 rage increases, and you protest youll feed on the Mood of French- 

# fnen who infest august Lisbon ” Such are the principal sent!- 
fnents, and such are the grand motives urged by the leaders of the 
Portuguese insurgents to their countrymeirto induce them to tight and 
devour the French. If however, their hearts are not accessible tq 
sentiments and motives of a different, and an opposite kind, the re- 
sult may be easily foretold. It is indeed much to be lamented that 
the debased state of the Portuguese under their late most execrable 
government of priestcraft in its most stupid aud bigoted form, should 
have almost incapacitated them for the performance of actions be- 
coming the citizen, the patriot, and the Christian: but the melan- 
choly fbct is proclaimed by almost every traveller who has visited 
that degraded kingdom. Slavery, superstition, ignorance and vice, 
have rendered the mass of the people, with respect to morals and 
religion, a body corrupt and putrified. 

Mr. Burke, when writing on the despotism of the Mamelukes 
of Egypt, remarked — “ That when any of the European govern- 
** meats extirpated that wretched race, he should not too nicely 

* inquire into the nature of the means made use of, to produce so 
u desirable an end/' Now, although we must ever stand aloof from 
the sentiment implied in this remark, and shall never attempt to jus- 
tify any event in which the means used, are not pure as the end pro- 
posed, yet we must acknowledge, that almost any revolution which 
may produce the total destruction of the despotic government of 
Portugal, and more particularly of the worst part ef that despotism, 
the established church, ought to be a matter of exultation to every 
friend to tbe freedom, the morals, and the welfare of society. 

In the present state of Portugal we scarcely know what to wish : 
H is very evident the majority of the people were indifferent with 
respect to their old government, and there is every reason to be- 
lieve that the late insurrection is to be attributed principally, if not 
exclusively, to the priests of the established church, who, judging 
l>y their manifestoes, have no wish for the restoration of their coun- 
trymen to a state of political and religious freedom, but whose grand 
aim seems to be, the preservation of the established church in all it$ 
despotism, superstition, luxury and vice. 

It is melancholy to observe protestant British commanders assist- 
ing the Romish priests in their endeavours to enflatqe the passion^ 
of their ignorant devotees, already too much enflanied, on the mis- 
understood and' abused subject of religion. Wlrat would our ances- 
tors have said had they read the proclamations of Sir Charles 
Cottqn, and Sir Arthur Wellesley exhorting a nation of 
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wretched fanatics to “ take up arms tor the preservation of their 
“ holy religion a religion which these veiy commanders profess 
to abominate 1 Britons and protestants may find abundance of hh 
tional and honourable motives to urge to a people who are inclined 
to take up arms for the sake of their liberties and independence^ 
without having recourse to the ignoble pretences of ignorance, fa* 
naticism, and priestcraft. 

With respect to Portugal, who to the last remained faithful to 
her alliance with England there seems to have been adopted on the 
part of our ministers or their agents, a system weak in its formation, 
and fatal in its termination. The designs of the French towards 
that kingdom were apparent, long before they were ready to carry 
them into execution. England might, without violating any princi? 
pie of justice have assisted the Prince Regent of Portugal to pre- 
serve his dominions ; and if his people had retained a single spark of 
affection for the government, the powerful assistance of Britain would 
have raised it to a flame : but our rulers were too strongly bent on 
their scheme of robbery in the Baltic to attend to the timely preser- 
vation of Portugal ; and they contrived to send a fleet just in time 
to assist in the transportation of the court of Lisbou, leaving the 
country in the possession of the French. How preferable, how 
much more politic is the endeavour, to defend a country from 
invasion, than after suffering it to be over run and plundered, to 
attempt to expel the invaders! The general resistance of the 
people of Spain to the designs of the French, and the partial insur- 
rections of the people of Portugal since the departure of their 
old goverment, were inducements sufficient to this country, to 
send a considerable naval and military force for the purpose of 
securing the Russian fleet in the port of Lisbon, and capturing the 
French army, which had for nearly a twelvemonth beeu in possession 
pf the country. The expectations of v our countrymen, of complete 
success attending our arms, and of the complete discomfiture and 
conquest of the French, appear to have been wound up to the highest 
pitch by the letters of Sir Arthur Wellesley, the commander of 
the British forces in the late actions, and by the letter of Lord Cas- 
tlereagh to the Lord Mayor of London, announcing that in con- 
sequence of the brilliant victories obtained by bis Majesty's arms, 
4 ‘ the French General Kellermann arrived with a flag of truce at 
u head quarters on the 22d. to treat for terms." Our journalists 
were not content with conveying to their readers the pompous boasts 
of Sir A. Wellesley in the extraordinary gazette, but their co- 
lumns were filled with anecdotes concerning the British and French 
officers, and conversations that passed between them, some of 
which were so insulting to the latter that little doubt can be enter- 
tained of their having beeu manufactured in this country. Sir A* 
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Wellesley and the two knights who followed him, Sir Harry 
Burrard, and Sir Hew Dalrymple were already advanced, by 
these writers, to the peerage; and baronetages, stars and ribbons 
were lavished with an unsparing hand on our inferior officers. Re- 
ports were likewise circulated, that the terms proposed by General 
KelLerMaNN were rejected as inadmissible, and " letters from 
•* the continent assured us” that Junot bad surrendered at discre- 
tion, but that such was the indignation and contempt in which this 
“ robber” and his brother officers where held by our commanders, 
that so far from allowing them the honours of war, " they were 
** compelled to walk without their arms to Lisbon”! 

•On the first perusal of Sir Arthur’s letters, we however, had 
our suspicions that these victories were not so great hs was pretend- 
ed. The severe loss on the side of the British, the complaint of the 
Want of cavalry, the acknowledged bravery with which the French 
to the last contested the point, no return of prisoners made by the 
British, — these with other circumstances which are now of no con- 
sequence to the public, rendered it doubtful whether the French 
would not claim the victory on each day of battle : as to the first 
and second days we had little doubt on the subject: but whatever 
might have been our suspicions, we were as little prepared as our 
countrymen for the final consequence of these victories A con- 

vention which has filled the country with one general sentiment 
of disappointment, regret, and indignation. When every one was 
momentarily expecting to hear of the unconditional surrender of 
the French army, and the Russian fleet ; when we were all sure 
that this army was deprived of its arms and ammunition, of all its 
rich plunder, and rendered incapable, by the terms of capitulation, 
of serving during the present war against his Majesty and his allies, 
— Intelligence arrives that the robber Junot is transformed into 
bis excellency the Duke d’Abrantes,” that the defeated French com- 
mander had obtained the terras due only to a conqueror, and that 
the British commander, with a victorious army double in number to 
that of the enemy, and flushed with success, had consented that 
the conquered should “ in no case be considered prisoners of war;* 
that they should be conveyed to their own country in British ships, 
at the expence of Britain, with their horses, arms, ammunition, pro- 
perty public and private; including every species of plunder they * 
Jiad acquired in the country : and that the property which should be 
immoveable (some considerable estates given to Junot and his bro- 
ther officers by NapoLeon, or purchased by them, it is supposed 
are alluded to) may be disposed of, the British being the guarantees 
for the payment ! Complete security is likewise to be given to every 
Frenchman who may choose to remain in or to quit the country, 
aad to every Portuguese; whatever may have been his political con- 
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duct; and to crown the whole, “ should' there arise doubts as to tfc# 
“ meaning of any article, it will be explained favourably to the 
“ French army The Russian fleet, (which with its officers and 
men, we were daily expecting to arrive in our ports) is indeed to be 
held in deposit till the conclusion of a definitive treaty of peace; 
but, what the Russians are most in want of, the officers and men to 
the amount of nearly 6000, are to be conveyed to Russia without 
any condition or stipulation as to their future services at the expence 
of bis Britannic Majesty. 

The recognition of the title of the French Emperor as “ bis Im- 
perial and Royal Majesty Napoleon I. has added to the 
popular indignation. But, although, as it has been remarked by 
the editor of the Times % “ Sir Arthur Wellesley is the first 
“ officer with a British uniform on his hack, that has put his signa* 
u ture to the bottom of a treaty, at the bead of which the title was 
“ recognised,” we perceive no ground in this respect for censuring 
bis conduct. The French Emperor possesses as legitimate a claim 
to bis title, as any of the sovereigns of Europe to theirs. The 
British government has acknowledged his title a9 the head of the 
French government, and Sir A. Wellesley has done nothing more. 

But what renders the conduct of Sir Arthur peculiarly galling 
to our ministers is, that the treaty which thus recognised the impe- 
rial title, was signed but a short time after the right hon. Georgs 
Canning, one of his Majesty’s principal secretaries of state, had, 
in an official dispatch to the Spanish Chiefs, styled the head of the 
French government, the atrocious usurper of prance ! The 
point therefore remains to be settled hetween the secretary of state 
and the British officer. We have no doubt how it must be settled. 
The right hon. secretary, although be has committed the honour of 
bis country, must ere long retract his rash and foolish language. 
If ever he signs a treaty with France he must recognise the Emp&» 
ror’s title in precisely the same language as that adopted by Sir A. 
Wellesley, He must style the head of the French government, 
“ His Imperial and Royal Msycsty Napoleon or he must re- 
sign bis place. Which of these alternatives, he will, without any 
great degree of hesitation prefer, it requires but little sagacity to de- 
termine. 

By the last advices from Portugal, it seems that the convention is 
as unpopular, almost, in the British and the Portuguese armies, as it 
in this country. There are, as may naturally be supposed, a variety 
of reports, which so fruitful a subject has given rise to, many of 
which are not to be depended on ; but we may form som$ opinion of 
the sentiments of the Portugueze army by a protest against several ar- 
ticles of the convention which has been published by the General; it is 
however somewhat remarkable that his most prominent objections are 
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Shriseadfodi have >o agitated the foMs xrf rodr countrymen. Al- 
though he states “ that the home Which our commanders have 
M mgmd toeend to France* and the ma games ate chiefly the pro- 
t£ pfirfcy of, the Portuguese, yet he protests generally on account of 
*' Ae.treaty being wholly void «f diet defcrenoc due to his royal 
** highness the ftfince Regent, or the government that represents 
,e him «... because the articles /determine the surteoder of Portu- 
'* 4 gwese fortified places, stores, and ships to the English forces, 
** without solemnly declaring that this surrender m momentary, and 
^Sthat R is intended they should be immediatdy restored lo the 
44 Prince Regent of Portugal, or the government that may represent 
“ him, to whom they belong* and in whose aid ;the English forces 
came asaut diaries”. There appears to be reason in these oljec- 
iions: it srili.be matter for serious inquiry whether our officers in 
adopting such a line of pwhey, by which the suspicions and jealou- 
sies of the Portuguese against their ally has been excited, have fol- 
lowed /their own inclinations or the instructions of ministers* 

There seems tube a gstierxl disposition in our countrymen todivifle 
the hktne of the convention pretty equally between the three cotn- 
juauders, Sk<H* DaLrymplr, Sir H* Bur barb, and Sir A. W«l- 
UtUiy. A feeble attempt has been made by the editor of diet 
jMormng >Pdst, whose paper it is generally understood has been fof 
-a .considerable time under the powerful influence of the Wellesley 
-family* to shield the character of Sir Art HOB* The editor pleads 
in apotegy, *Mlie workings of flir Arthur's over delicate* mind, 
4< and bis punctilious observance of tlie rigid injunctions of military 
** subordination, which induced him, for a moment, to forget his 
44 country and himself/’ The same writer* in a day or two after- 
wards, assumes a somewhat bokkr tone, aad informs us, 41 that 
4i :3ir Arthur, although be was compelled to sign the armistice, 
44 yet immediately protested against it, and declared his disapproba- 
** tkm of it pukdidy/’ From this circumstance the writer endeavours 
to Rupiessiton toe people, “ that he (Sir Arthur) ought not to suf- 
,44 ferhle!iie; nor to he culled to oa y account for Me conduct; as 
44 he only acted as the mere instrument of Sir H&w, who as com- 
* 4 mandarin chief must be the responsible person.” 

This pitiful apology made for the conduct of Sir Arthur, can 
answer AO othtrr purpose than to confirm every impartial person in 

• the opinion that ho is equally censurable with ‘Sir Haw Dalbym* 
TtB and Sfc liAttftY Burr AR 8, in this disgraceful business. To 
aign an Artnistiee which he disapproved, 4 * to forget his country and 

"^hltnsalfr A&d Ibis ootof deference to tbe commander in chief, 
Audits -soofi 'Us the bad effised his signature publicly to protest 
^afost' his own act,*— such a tale is utterly incredible ; and indeed, 

* * * +*L< IV. 
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it is so absurd, that we now hear no more of “ the protest," which if 
seems pretty generally understood never bad an existence. 

From thb documents already published there is some reasori to 
apprehend, that Sir Arthur wellesley was the original adviser, 
or at least that he had the principal hand in settling the armistice, 
which contained the most offensive articles adopted in the definitive 
treaty. One article which Sir Arthur had agreed to, and which 
would have given up not only the officers and seamen but the 
Russian Fleet unconditionally, was objected to, and afterwards con- 
siderably altered by Sir Charles Cotton. After all the at- 
tempts made by the partisans of Sir Arthur to blacken the charac- 
ter of Sir Hew Dalrymple, it is scarcely credible that the latter 
should act in so important an affair without consulting the former. 
Sir H ew acknowledges that “ he landed in Portugal entirely unac- 
“ quainted with the actual state of the French army, and many 
** circumstances of a -local and incidental nature, which doubtless 
“ had great weight in deciding the question he therefbre must 
have acted from the information and on the opinions of others who 
had been with the army from the commencement of its operations, 
of whom Sir Arthur Wellesley w-as the most conspicuous. 
But the letter of Sir Arthur “ to the most excellent and Reve- 
“ rend, the Bishop, President, and governor of Oporto,” puts this 
matter out of all doubt. Congratulating his military reverence on 
the “ conclusion of the armistice,” he observes — “ This agreement 
“ contains nothing remarkable , with the exception of a provision for 
“ securing the neutrality of the port of Lisbon, and the Russian 
“ squadron.” The articles to which Sir Arthur set his hand, sti- 
pulated — “ That the French army shall in no case be considered as 
“ prisoners of war ; that all those of whom it consists shall be con- 
“ veyed to France, with arms and baggage, and all their private pro- 
“ perty of every description, no part of which shall be wrested from 
“ them.” Now, although there appears “ nothing remarkable” to 
Sir Arthur in these articles, his countrymen are of an opinion so 
diametrically opposite, that unless he can assign some very “ re- 
“ markable” reasons for the justification of his conduct, such as 
shell satisfy a court martial, his character will be considered by 
his country and by Europe in such a “ remarkable” point of view, 
as will by no means render hiip an object of envy even to the most 
insignificant subaltern, or the poorest soldier in the ranks. 

' But after all, the commanders of our forces have a right to a 
fair trial : their own characters, the character of the army, and 
the navy, the national character, the interests of our allies, all loudly 
demand a solemn and an impartial investigation of this extraordi- 
nary business, respecting which we should not be surprised if cir- 
cumstances should transpire which may tend somewhat to alter the 
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opinions of our countrymen on the subject. The letters of our 
commanders by sea and land, refer our ministers to the different 
officers by whom they sent their dispatches for “ au explanation of 
44 the motives inducing them to ratify the convention in question/* 
Much blame rests somewhere : whether with ministers, or our 
officers ; with Sir H. Dalrymple, Sir H. Burrard, Sir A, 
Wellesey, or Sir C. Cotton, must be the subject of serious 
inquiry. One thing appears clear, that the nation has beeu grossly 
imposed on by the accounts of glorious and complete victories, 
or that in the convention that immediately followed, and which 
seems to have been dictated by the French General, the interests of' 
Britain, Portugal, and Spain, have been shamefully sacrificed, and 
the national honour shamefully degraded in the eye of all Europe ! 

The paroxisms of rage into which some of our newspaper editors 
have been transported on this occasion, have rendered them totally 
insensible to every principle of honour, justice, common sense, 
and common humanity. Some of them openly recommend the vio- 
lation of the convention, and rather than that the French army 
should escape, the national honour should be blasted. One 
writer exclaims in the following infuriated language. “ Had the 
4< commander in chief instead of signing this convention, returned 
home with a few thousands of his army, after having lost the rest 
4< under the walls of Lisbon to compel the Freuch to an uncondi- 
** tional surrender, we would have thanked him for his confidence 
4t in British magnanimity and resources ; had he in the smoking 
4t ruins of that capital, torn from the plunderers their booty, and 
“ their arms, and put them to the sword, whilst we regretted the 
44 action we would have defended their conduct . Had they even in 
4( violation of all the laws of nations , been guilty of the atrocity of 
4€ disregarding the engagement they had solemnly made, and 
44 sacrificing afterwards the whole of the French army, we would 
44 have received the account with less horror than we did this con- 
*• vention. The only motive of consolation we feel is that govem- 
44 mept will not ratify the convention. It is better to be guilty of 
44 injustice than infamy.”* Injustice then, has in it nothing infamous, 
in the opinion of some people. Such are the effusions of unprincipled 
party writers, the disgrace of the country, and of human nature. 

With respect to the general indignation which has burst forth on 
this occasion, we wish we could contemplate it as arising from the 
principles of purity, honour, aud patriotism ; happy would it have 
made us/ and proud of our country, bad the same flame been 
kindled this time twelvemonth, when the plunder which the com- 

• National Register, Sept 19. If the proprietors of this paper have 
any regard for their own reputation they will not again suffer such a 
writer to disgrace their columns* 
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wanders of tbs Danish expedition at Copenhagen had acquired* ww 
conveyed to England under circumstances as disgraceful as the plmj? , 
der acquired by the^French commander in Fortuggl is upw conveying 
toFrance. We hope, however, that the moraj sense of ourcouutry^ 
men which has been somewhat quickened by this event, will he rein 
derad still more alive by proper reflections ou the snfcyect. As. to, 
the We£ LESLEYS, they have been such frequent spectators 
scenes of plunder, in the East Indies, in Ireeand, apd at Co-r 
penhasen, that we are not surprised that Sir Author should 
jfcrceive “ nothing remarkable” in a convention, which scenes Ajj^ 
invading army the full possession of its booty ; but as .our country^ 
i$en now begin to perceive the enormity of tjbe crime, we hope 
theywill extend their views so that they may* attain the most just > 
and impartial sentiments on this subject ; and it may tend somewhat 
to abate the severity of their indignation against the preach wbq 
have plundered the Portuguese, and our commanders who have 
suffered them to escape with the plunder, if they compare the 
crimes of the two countries in their plundering exp^ditiqn* under- 
taken during the course of the past v twelvemonth. The public 
prints inform us — The value of the plunder, collected by Jo not 
at Lisbon, and intended to be packed up for exportation tq j 
** France, under permission of Messrs Dalrymper and .60. i*. 
^ said to be two millions English/' The plunder collected by Lord, 
Oambier, Lord Cathgart, and Sir A. WRkERSbRY at Copco*, 
fiagen, amounted to many millions : the plunder collected by. 

Order of Messrs Canninq, Casteerbagh, Perceval and C°t 
the produce of the Danish vessels in our harbours, &c, amounted, 
to additional millions. We leave our countrymen to attend tq. 
the circumstances of the robberies committed m Denmark and iq, 
Portugal, to follow the calculation, and then to determine on which* 
jude libs the balance of guilt. When they have made Up their 
minds on the subject, we trust the salutary result will be to reudec, 
their moral sense still more lively: that it will be carefully pre-, 
Served, so that iq future they may hold in equal abhorrence plun* 
cierers of every description, whether French or EngusM# in tbq. 
(jjiurch or the state, in the piked, or the carinrt ! 


The Emperor of France has at length amply detailed life sattdv 
ments and views respecting the aflbifs of Eurbpe Hi geefcraNml^jfl 
Spain in* particular. Pour important state pepeks-ewthestt sbbjfeet* 
will be found in our following pages. These are 1st. A sort of 
tnaiiifesto addressed to the Spanish nation, atod which has been 
pretty generally circulated amongst the people atlar^e, #4* Aw 
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oiMri’WMatiuwof lb* Ifcfe events in Spain. 3d. Ao Expos£ tab 
rasped to Sp&to* and k$ fetation with other powers* presented to 
the senate : and 4kb. Observations on the state of Eugbpa. Theso ; 
doemwents sound the uote of preparation for events the most por*^ 
lentous, and afltord ample evidence that Napoleon to pot to b^ r 
thwarted in Ins designs* or turned aside from pursuing th^ohjects 
of his imbkkm by my ordinary checks* which* whatever effect-, 
they may have oa common mindsi appear to taspiro hAw with addi-. 
ttanarl resolution, to caM forth sew esept ions and nen^ resources* 
and which, as all Europe bai experienced, * re seldom catted forth; 
in: safe 

Tlio description of the late government and of the general staid 
of 9pa«n in the ** Narrative” is too correct to be contradkled; 
“.There are; it* Spain a considerable number of enlightened jindivi-' 

deals who think freely*, and are anxioaa to aes their ecnmtrr go-*/ 
M verged btjr a oOnstitution which should guarantee the rights of the> 

nation, aodltikewise a number of person* whose wishes accorded. 
ft with the different scenes of the French lerohstion*” The. dtscrip* 
tion of the remaining class of the people » likewise wn fesur but too; 
just. “ The third part of the territory is m the possession of the 
“ clergy. . . . The monks almost all ignorant and siipersftkiousy e*- 
“ ercise the most powerful influence over the lower orders of the 
“ people, who are in a state of gross ignotaneo, apd tfho ndei such 
“ a government have during a century, mode progress only m su« 
ft perstition and idleness/* 

There is doubtless much truth in the detads of the various disor- 
ders and commotions to which Spain lias been subject, and in tho* 
description of the wretched imbecility of her government; but 
there are two questions necessary to be asked by those who invests 
gate the affairs of nations on the principles of justice. 1st. Has 
there been no influence used, no intrigumg on the part of the 
French Emperor n> fomenting these disorders? pud 2dly. Had Na- 
poleon anv right to interfere with the internal government of Spain, 
to inveigle the different branches of ihe royal family out of their ©wtu 
dominions, then to compel them to a t enunciation of the rights oft 
royalty, to assume the reins of government, and to place, contrary* 
to the will of the nation, Ins brother Josgra on the throne? What* 
ever countenance Na polkon might receive in the adoption of these* 
measures from some of the noble families and th* constituted autleo*' 
rities of the kingdom, it to a foci continued* by rqceut events,, and 
mm by the “ Narrative of Events'’ oftithtily published at Bam, 
that a very large portion, if not a majority of. the people ase* utterly* 
averse to the government of France. What a melancholy account* 
docs the French narrative give us of iiiwwfC^iionV'ittataiCfe^ bst« 
ties, and the number of killed and wounded ow both sides 1 Thf Sjpo* 
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abh accounts proudly boast of the multitudes of enemies destroyed, • 
and of armies annihilated. These accounts are it is probable, great- 
ly exaggerated; we hope for the sake of humanity they are so; but 
they serve to estabisb the fact , that the attempt to change the dy- 
nasty, and to place the Napoleon family on the throne of Spain, 
meets with powerful opposition, and cannot be effected but at the 
trxpence of much blood, and of much devastation ind misery to the 
inhabitants at large; To attempt to justify the invasion and the con- 
quest of a country under such circumstances, on any of the - grand 
principles of morality is impossible, and indeed no $ucb justification 
is attempted in any of the state papers published on the subject* 
The French Emperor and his ministers, instead of entering on the 
hopeless task, at once fly to those general max mis of state policy ton 
which the advocates of tyranny and injustice are obliged to resort, • 
whenever they condescend to give the world any expkm&tioO of their * 
conduct. The arguments used on this occasion although they , are » 
tiy no means new, are compressed in a smaller compass than ha 9 
been the case on similar occasions, and save much time? and* trouble 
m the examination of them. The minister for foreign affairs io his: 
“ Report to his Imperial and Royal Majesty," ohserves— “The most 
“ pressing object of solicitude with your Majesty is the War with Eng- 
14 land; England announces that she will not come to any aecom- 

* modation. Ail the overtures of your Majesty have been rejected 
' h or neglected.' The inability to continue the war will alone induce' 

“ England to make peace/' These are indeed sad truths which we* 
lament France should be able to proclaim to the world : but 'what is 
the conclusion drawn from them by the French minister ? “ The 
**■ war against England," he adds, “ cannot be carried on with too 

* much vigour. Spain possesses military resources which are lost 
** to her . and to France. It is necessary that a good government 
“should give them activity, imprpve them by a judicious orga- 
“ nization, and that your Majesty should direct them against the 
“ common enemy, to arrive at length at peace, which humanity calls 
«* for, and of which all Europe stands so much in need." The 
French minister, however, seems to have had his suspicions, that, 
there might still perhaps be scattered here and there a few old* 
fashioned moralists who might be inclined to put the question — Is 
R necessary that France should have the government of the whole 
continent of Europe, and is it just that she should conquer by the. 
sword, every people who presume to judge for themselves what 
government may be most for their advantage? In order to saye^ 
himself the trouble of formally answering such hard, puzzling ques^ 
lions, the minister avoids the round-about, inconsistent^ ridiculous- 
reasonings of some other ministers when they, have 

milar questions. He doubtless recollected the coiatf inpl 
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made bv the authors of the Copenb&geri Expedition. We * re 
therefore not disgusted with clumsy lies about the secret articles of 
a treaty, and a confession of total ignorance of the contents of such 
articles-— no pretended information from traitors — no crocodile 
tears — no hypocritical whining* — no complaint of “ the heart break- 
ing business” of firing cities, and ruining the inhabitants : no dire 
exclamations “ the cruel necessity which dictated such proceed- 
" ings.”* The French minister settles the matter more expeditious- 
ly and less Jesuit ically. He comprises the whole of the new code 
of morality adopted by the British ministers in two short, precise, 
pithy sentences, which will no doubt be treasured upas golden axiom 
by ministers of all countries whose measures will not endure the 
trial of any code founded on the principles of common honesty 
"What policy suggests, justice authorises — Evert 

" THING THAT LEADS TO THE PROPOSBD END IS LBGITl~ 
“ MATE !” 

We have so frequently and so fully refuted and exposed such 
abominable maxims, that we deem it unnecessary to add any thing 
on the subject. They are indeed to every uncorrupted, unsophis- 
ticated mind sufficiently answered by. the maxim founded on the 
principles of eternal truth and justice, uttered by the patriot of 
Great Britain — Charles Fox. — “ What is morally wrong 

CAN NEYER BE POLITICALLY RIGHT.” 

The resolution of Napoleon respecting Spam is fixed. “ lam 

determined,” says his Majesty in his message to the senate, " to 
** cany on the war with Spain with the utmost activity, and destroy 
* c the armies which England has disembarked in that country. The 
4€ future security of my subjects, the prosperity of commerce, and a 

maritime peace, must alike depend on these important opera- 
" tions.” The Emperor is not a man of words, but of deeds; and 
be is preparing to carry his threats into execution. Large armies 
are assembling on the Spanish frontiers, a respectable force is still 
at Burgos with Joseph Bonaparte ; the army of Junot flushed 
with success at the manner in which they leave Portugal, will it is 
supposed join the armies of Spain. To oppose this tremendous 
force the Spanish patriot* are concentrating their different armies, 
and seem determined, although contrary to the opinion expressed 
in their plan drawn up under the title of “ military cautions/' to risk 
their cause on the event of a hattle, and the people of Europe are 
fearfully waiting the result. 

The proceedings of the Spanish patriots present little since our last 
that is particularly interesting. The reported victories of General 

• Such was the language used by Lords Cathcart and Castlereagh, 
Messrs. Canning, Perceval, Wiiberforce, &c. &c, respecting the Cope.u* 
bagea Expedition. 
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RalaVox are contradicted, nor does there appear to lave betfn of 
late, any action of consequence. General Casta ftos by hb refusal 
to fulfil the articles of capitulation which be signed with Generat 
Dupont* and more especially by the reasons he assigns in his 
teply ito DtJP(VNT’s letters for such refusal {which letter he, has 
•tthen care not to publish) afford no favourable specimen of that high 
sense of honour so much boasted by the Spanish nation* Cas<* 
TAKos vory coolly remarks— “ That his only reason for granting 
4t them was to save the honour of the French general and the 
u army/' It is a pity that the Spanish general had no other method 
of saving the honour of the French than by forfeiting his own. 

After all the expectations raised by the Spanish journals of the 
assembling of a Cortez elected on the old constitutional plan, and 
Which would have formed a fair representative body of the people, 
at turns out >that <tbe government of Spain is 4o be 'Committed to a 
few individuals who are to be elected by the juntas, the members 
cf which have been self ^elected on the -spur of the occasion. Wc 
may judge of the sentiments and views df one of these bodies (the 
junta of Catatonia) by the oath required of its members, the two 
-'fiast articles of which are as follows : — — *“ Do you swetfr by God, 
♦‘ and this sign Of the cross, that you wilf execute the office of 
“member of this .pm to, even to the shedding of the last drop of 
“ your blood, in the defense of our holy, catholic, apostolic Homan 
“ tetigioh, -in all its purity . 2d. Do you swear to ^defend the 

“ purity of the immaculate conception of our dear mother, the Queen 
“ of heaven and mrth, Mary, the most holy /"—Great allowance 
; may be made for the prejudices of the mass of the people in all coun- 
tries ; but what rational hope can be entertained of the amelioration 
of a country, where the professed regenerators are the most for- 
ward to cherish the most >stupfcl and hurtful of those prejudices? 
Upon the whole, whichever way we view the afiarrs of Spain, the 
prospect is dark and cheerless . 

Qur limits prevent it9 from noticing the Reflections in the Moni- 
tour on .the State of^Europe. The war between Russia and Sweden 
is carried on with different success, of little importance. The 
reports concerning Austria ura contradictory, but the prevailing opi- 
nion seems to be tbatthe®nperor Unsolved, -very foolishly in our 
opinion, on a war with 'France* 

v 

Harlow, Sept. 29 * .B, T F, 

\* The length and importance if the Foreign State papers, and other 
' documents, together zeith the Extraordinary Gazettes, (Extraordinary in- 
deed l) oblige us to defer the favours of our correspoqdqnts till pur next, 

' Our readers wilt perceive the necessity f hating these papers to rferfa, 
tbhen the newspapers continuing them are lost, or forgo f t sp, , 
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REVIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


AFFAIRS OF SPAIN. 

|n the historical account of events of such magnitude |s tbf 
Revolutions in Spain, there are a variety of documents, which, whe- 
ther the information contained in them be correct or incorrect, of 
whatever may be the character, views, or motives of the writers, 
demand the attention of every one who wishes to form a proper 
judgment of passing events, and of the principles and designs of the 
‘different parties. Of this description is the — Exposition op tbs 

PRACTICES AND MACHINATIONS WHICH LED TO THB USUR- 
PATION OF THE CROWN OF SPAIN, AND THE MEANS ADOPTED 

AY the Emperor of the French to carry it into ex e* 
cution. By Don Pedro Cevallos, first secretary op 
£t>ate and dispatches to his Catholic Majesty Ferdi- 
nand VII. which “ Exposition,” we havejndged necessary to give 
.entire to our Readers, The author, it must be confessed, presents 
himself to the tribunal of the people of Europe in somewhat of a 
auspicious point of view. As a statesman, attentive to hi9 indivi- 
dual interests, he has improved on the plan of one of the most sup- 
ple, pliant, and accommodating of our English statesmen, Lord 
Castlereagh; who in his connections with different administra- 
tions, has made it his boast, that he had “ two strings to his bow 
whereas Don Pedro Cevallos, has in less than the short course 
of a twelvemonth, taken due care to have three * strings to kit bow; M 
having served, in one of the highest offices of the state, Charles IV. 
Ferdinand VII. and Joseph Napoleon, and who boasts of the 
confidence lie has enjoyed under each of these sovereigns. Regard- 
ing his testimony, therefore, as that of a statesman who has been 
behiud the scenes of the political theatre, and is well acquainted with 
the different actors, but who has literally turned king * evidence , 
there are still a variety of topics, aud more especially those which 
ate illustrated by authentic documents annexed in the “ Appendix 
to th f e Exposition*', that are deserving of particular attention. 

. The first important fact announced in the “ Exposition’*, is one 
^ith. which the public were before unacquainted: — That a secret 
« vol. i r.* 
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Affair* of Spain. 

treaty was agreed to in October last, between the Emperor of t he 
French and his Catholic Majesty, the object of which was to divide, 
and parcel out the kingdom of Portugal, between these two sove- 
reigns, and the King of Etruria, and the Prince of the Peace. By this 
treaty the King of Spam was to have been recognised as Emperor 
of the Two Americas , (the precise meaning of which title is not ex- 
plained,) the King of Etruria was to resign his dominions to the 
French Emperor, m exchange for his division of Portugal, and to 
be created King of Northern Ldsutania ; and the Prince of the Peace 
to be created Prince of the Algarves : several of the Portuguese 
provinces were to remain undisposed of till a general peace, to be 
then transferred, or divided, according to circumstances. Stipula- 
tions were likewise entered into in case some of these provinces, 
held in sequestration , should devolve at a general peace to the house 
of Braganza, that they should be exchanged for Gibraltar t Trini- 
dad, and other colonies which the English have conquered from- 
Spain, or her allies ; but there is no hint given of the manner m 
which these important places were to be acquired from foe English, 
Whether by conquest or negociation. The new King of Northern 
Lisutania, and the new Prince of Algarves, although declared in- 
dependent and sovereign in their own dominions, were to acknow- 
ledge, as their protector, his Catholic Majesty^ and in no case to 
make peace or war without his consent. 

On this occasion it is natural for men who have not imbibed the' 
principles of the new moral code, founded on the easy and conve- 
nient state maxims — Might constitutes right — Whatever is politic 
is both just and necessary, to reprobate a treaty which sets every 
moral principle at defiance ; but it is now comparatively useless to 
exclaim against the eonduct of Emperors and Kings, considered a» 
individuals. In proportion as these descriptions of men have power, 
.there appears to be little difference between them. Some of them 
may be very weak men ; and we may lay the blame of their conduct 
on their ministers; but in proportion as a monarch is possessed of 
arbitrary power, or power without the constant corrective influence 
of the people, in that proportion we may, from the experience of 
all ages, rest assured he will be unprincipled. The very few excep- 
tions of extraordinary great men, who have made a good use of 
*their despotism, so far from jreakening, tend to confirm these obser- 
vations: they stand as exceptions to a general rule ; and conse- 
quently the latter and not the former, is to constitute the ground of 
action for the people in general in all states, and in every part of the 
globe. 

What a new instance does not this partition treaty display of foe 
profligate principles of courts ! The Frecnh Emperor for no other 
purpose than the gratification of his own ambition, consents to di- 
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'vide, under some trifling pretence, (such as the attachment of Por- 
tugal to England) an ancient neighbouring kingdom ; and the 
King of Spain with a peculiar degree of treachery, agrees to the 
npoliation 6f the dominions of an ancient ally ; for which nefarious 
act he does not alledge even the shadow of the most trifling pretence ! 
What, however, stamps this treaty with singular infamy is — that so 
considerable a part of the plunder of Portugal was to fell to the lot 
of the profligate favourite of the Spanish monarch, who had been so 
long flattening on the spoils of the abused, enslaved, and insulted 
people of Spain. The French Emperor must have been well ac- 
quainted with the character of this universally detested court tiiinion. 
In many of the projects of ambition formed by Napoleon, the fea- 
tures of greatness are prominent, and bis conquests, although thfey 
anight not bear the examination of the political moralist, have been 
followed by advantages to the countries conquered; advantages 
whkh have seldom been bestowed in similar circumstances : but to 

'transferor considerable a share of the dominions, and the people of 
Portugal, to the despotic sway of an old royal dotard, (who it appears 
was justly despised, and afterwards as justly deposed by his people^ 
and to a parasite, who for his servility, corruption, add rapacity, Was 
equally mid justly both despised and execrated, not only by the 
people of Spam, but by all Europe — to transfer to iiich refuse of 
the human race, and to their heirs and successors for ever, the en- 
tire property and sovereignty of the greater part of the kingdom and 
people of Portugal, was an action as despicable as it was unjust. 

There is indeed a mystery which envelopes this scandalous parti- 
tion treaty, and which is not in the least cleared up by the Exposi- 
tion of Cbvallos. He informs us in general terms, that the treaty 
of Tilsit was hardly concluded, when Napoleon resolved on the 
ruin of Portugal and Spain; and on the arrival of the treaty at Ma- 
drid, he * points out as worthy of observation, that the department 
** pf the ministry, of which he was at the head, was totally unac- 
** quaiuted with this aflhir, and every part of the proceedings/' It 
seems somewhat extraordinary, that a secretary of state should be 
totally ignorant of all the particulars relative to such an important 
state transaction: the minister may perhaps imagine, that the world 
will suppose this ignorance to be a sufficient exculpation on his part * 
%ut it is evident, that however ruinous to Portugal he might have 
thought the partition treaty, he, like ministers in some other coun- 
tries, was not unwilling to keep his place ; and it does not appear 
that he remonstrated against, or indeed made any objections to the 
scheme which his royal master Charles bad concerted with Nafo- 
" the rotn of Portugal". 

'*"* Had there not been a treaty* the stipulations of which, must in 
their formation and adjustment, have taken up much time and trow 
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ble* we should Have imagined* that the only object oCNAfOLicm 
io forming it, was to place the kingdom of Portugal, /re tempore* ht 
the hands of the persons alluded to ; but as he rapst have know a, 
that he could not have well picked out more unfit persons for the 
management of a. people in a revolutionary state, than Cbabx>bs 
and the Prince of th$ Peace, the reasons for his conduct are not 
very apparent. If however, he bad seized the kingdpfu .for himself 
and had placed an able viceroy,or a council to govern it, his conduct 
would not harp been so detestable as it has been, in dividing it 
between persons whose beads, apd and whose hearts rendered them 
equally incapable of the arduous fash. 

The secret convention which accompanied this treaty explains 
what has hitherto been thought somewhat strange that the King 
of Spain should so readily admit French armies into bis dominions* 
By this secret convention every thing is mutually settled respecting 
the French forces, and the services io which they were to beetur 
ployed. A body of 25,000 French troops* and 30GQ cavalry, were 
ordered to cuter Spain, and to march direct fpr Lisbon ; aad it wag 
stipulated that 40,000 more should beready for the same purpose by 
the 20th. of November following, f< in ease the English should send 
reinforcements to Portugal, or menace h with attack.’' This 1 
accounts for the readiness with which the French armies were re- 
ceived by the Kipg of Spain, who imagined that their sole pwtposp 
Was to secure to himself, his fayourite, and the King pf Etrumx - 
their different divisions of the plunder pf Portugal* 

We now turn to the affairs of Spain ; and we were in expectation 
that Don Cbval^os, would have thrown some light on the estns- 
ordinaiy circumstances, immediately preceding the revolution ;—•? 
the charge brought against tbe Prince of Asturias* and his subr 
sequent imprisonment : but we are left as much in the dark as ever 
respecting these transactions. Don Cevaluo$ informs m “ of the 
V scandalous imprisonment of the august person of their beloved 
f‘ Prince i” of the still “ more scandalous decree,” issued in the 
name of the King, in which his Majesty in such positive terms* 
charged the priqce with conspiring against the life of bis father. 
This feigned conspiracy was, as our readers may recollect, uni* 
versally attributed by our journalists, as well as by other political 
writers, to the French Emperor, and the murder of the Prince was 
confidently predicted. Doff Cbvallos lays the whole of this 
plot at the door of tbe Prince of the Peace ; when as lie further inr 
forms us, on finding that this measure produced an effect oomr 
pletely contrary to his expectations, “ he began to be afraid, thought 
“ .proper to recede, and to mediate a reconciliation between the 
“ royal parents and their son.” The manner of effecting this purpose 
is. curious ; the favourite minister “ forged ctrlaip letters, and 
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fHA9X the Priftee of Asturias sign them, vfcicb tamg delivered to 
■' bis royal parents were supposed to tavfe softened their hearty 
“jmd by these singular means, did this innocent Prince, obtain a 
* nominal liberty/' x 

But: what may be considered as a circumstance somewhat singu* 
Jw im the affeir is — That the quashing of this plot against the life 
of the Prince is attributed by Den Cejvallos to the French Empe- 
ror- " There are/' he remark*, “ very strong reasons to believe* 

'' that the unknown hand that frustrated this feigned conspiracy 
f< against the life of the King, was some French agent employed to 
''forward the plan which Napoleon had formed/' This opinion 
of Gevallos confirms that which we ventured to express 
dwrtly after the arrival of the intelligence of the event in this coun-J 
try : but what a poor, mean spirited animal must this ** beloved 
'.‘and adored Ferdinand’' have been* to acknowledge himself a 
bailor* and humbly sue for pardon, when he afterwards declared 
bb complete inooeenc* ! Sooner than have been “ made” to sign 
Ms own degradation, he should have suffered his right hand to barvd 
been cut of. We are but little surprised at the want of veracity which 
tot tofreqne^Uy appears m his subsequent declarations; and we repeat 
fbe remark* that notwithstanding the horror expressed by D. Ce- 
V4£i.os at the “ scandalous" treatment of his “ beloved Prince," 
be docs not appear to have publicly expressed any radfgnatioii ort 
the occasion* and he was still contented fa keep his place, trader 
Gharlsss IV* and the Prince of the 1 Peace. 

Befoig any measures* however, were taken to carry the partition 
btoty into execution, the affairs of Spain became more and molt 
deranged; and although the account of the transactions which ten- 
jamated to the first revolution at AranjuB* are very superficially and 
partially deluded* yet Don Ghvailos is positive* that they were 
aW plained by the French Emperor, who designed the abdication of 
Charles, but who had not the most distant intention of the Prince 
Pf Astqriae being chosen by die people to succeed him. €ri- 
gives it as his opinion* “ that the Emperor ignorant of 
‘‘ tha, sudden event, perhaps, never supposed that the Spaniards 
“ verc capable of such resolution/' But it is not the conjecture of 
thh statesman, so much as the letter of Napoleon to the Prince 
Pf Astukias, which confirm* us in the opinion we gave at the 
Mto thfe event took place, that the measure of placing the Prince 
p* the throng* was directly contrary to the wishes of the Emperor. 
Q&ihe history of the Spanish revolution in its first stage, all that 
tokbe-done, is to make the most of the imperfect evidence before 
ta* The opinion, which however we with diffidence suggest, is — 
®M*NiAP6LBO'Nv when he concerted with the King of Spain: the 
fBffiliiai treaty** tad not formed the design of seizing foe Spanish 
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dominions ; hut that afterwards, when be perceived that the peoplfe' 
of Spain were generally discontented with their old, imbecile govern- 
ment; that the gr&ndees and the higher ranks were convinced of 
the necessity of a radical change; that the Prince of the Peace could 
no longer maintain his ground, although the old court might still 
retain a powerful party in its favour; that he then, caring no further 
about the partition treaty, formed his designs against Spain: he 
perhaps, as hinted by Don Cevallos, intended that the court of 
Spain should follow the example of that of Portugal, — emigrate to 
tome of its foreign dominions, and trusting that the discontents 
which so universally prevailed, might afford him the opportunity of 
placing his brother on the throne without much difficulty, ho 
resolved, without delay, to set about the accomplishment of the 
desired object, 

Respecting the abdication of Charles IV, Don Cevallos 
repeatedly affirms in the most confident language, that “ although 
unexpected, it was voluntary." When at Bayonne, he assured 
the French minister, u that no violence was done to his Majesty in 

* order to extort an abdication of his crown ; and proved to the 

* minister, that the renunciation of the royal father war only the 
consequence of his Majesty's predilection for a private Wfe, and 

“ his persuasion that bis constitution, enfeebled by age, and habitual 
f indisposition, was incompetent to support the heavy b&rden of the 
V government," . Could we rely on these assurances* we should 
deem the conduct of the old King, as affording a most extraor- 
dinary instance of a Sovereign learning wisdom in his old age. 
Perceiving how long he had been misled by his unprincipled and 
profligate courtiers, and sensible that he had not a sufficient capa- 
city for the government of a people, more especially in times of 
peculiar difficulty, he resigns his crown : we should hail such a 
symptom of returning good sense in Kings, and should hope that the 
example of his Catholic Majesty, would be followed by his royal 
brothers in similar circumstances : but we are obliged to be wary 
m congratulating the world on this example of royal wisdom ; be- 
cause the testimony of Cevallos has been so positively, and re- 
peatedly contradicted by the Spanish Monarch himself. In one 
letter to his sop the Prince of Asturias, he declares, “ that nothing 
“ but the fear of losing his life, made him subscribe the act of 
M abdication ;” in another he declares, 44 that he only abdicated 
. u provisionally, reserving to himself the right of resuming the go- 
“ vernment whenever he thought proper:" and his Majesty reprobates 
in the severest terms, the conduot of his son in seizing the crown, 
Ferdinand, although he declares that he understood the pbdt+ 
cation of his royal father was, voluntary, yet, as soon as he discover 
to tl^e contrary (which however was not till the French Emperot 
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tfioaght proper to reason with him on the subject,) he most duti- 
fully resigns his crown into the hands of his father. Don Ce- 
V/iLtos, who appears to have held the office of secretary of staft^ 
during the whole of these transact ions, thrdws no further light on 
the subject : he merely gives us his opinion, and leaves us to recon** 
tile the contradictions of Charles and Ferdinand as we are able. 
There roust have been much deception ^intended, and falsehood 
told by one of the royal parties, if not by both ; but on whom the 
guilt principally devolves, it is impossible, without further evidence, 
to determine. 

The abdication, or as we rather suspect, the deposition of the old 
King, seems to have given but little dissatisfaction ; and after what 
has transpired respecting bis conduct in concerting the partition of 
Portugal, in addition to that imbecility which had distinguished hit 
reign, surely no one can regret his name being blotted out from the 
list of the Sovereigns of Europe. We hope in his retirement be will 
be more respected than when ou the throne, and that his latter days 
may be his be9t days. 

Don Cevallos, although he is confident “ that the abdication of 
u Charles at Aranjuez »vas a spontaneous act," adds, “ that his 
“ Majesty told the King his son, that be did not wish to return to 
“ the throne of Spain, notwithstanding that, he desired bis Ma- 
“ jesty should renounce the crown to make a present of it to the 
" Emperor." The statesman, however, doubts the sincerity of the 
Monarch respecting this latter declaration : his reason for doubting 
is truly curious. “ I leave," he adds, “ to the wisdom of the aove- 
“ reigns of Europe, whether it be possible that a Monarch, affeo 
u donate to his children, highly enlightened , penetrated deeply by 
u the principles of religion, and pious without superstition* could 
M without violence, forget for a moment all the duties due to his 
“ family, and proscribe his whole dynasty, to call another to the 
“ throne, for whom he has no esteem, and on the contrary detests 
u as the plunderer of those thrones which have come within the 
“ reach of his ambition. If such be the change, it is the most extra*- 
u ordinary revolution that history has presented to the world." 
Not quite so " extraordinary" Don Cevallos ! Not more “ ex- 
“ traordinary," than that a statesman who must have acquired a 
competent knowledge of the world, and an extensive acquaintance 
with the characters of kings and courtiers, should describe such a 
poor, priest-ridden driveller as Charles IV. as a Monarch 
“ highly enlightened , and pious without superstition !” — the 
w highly enlightened and pious soveriegn" who had so recently been 
plotting the plunder of his ally, and who had agreed to share that 
plunder with his favourite, tfie Prince of the Peace ! But Don Ce- 
IALLO$, ha?, in an unguarded moment, amidst bis profuse pro* 
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fessions of patriotism, fey this appeal to the partition treaty, pretty 
completely displayed his own profligate principles, fn his confer 
lence with the French minister at Bayonne, he demands — u What 
** confidence can Europe place in her treaties with France, when she 
u looks to the perfidy with which that of the 27th. of October , 

* signed at Fontainbleau, whefein the integrity and independence 
** of the Spanish monarchy was guaranteed, has been violated t* 
It dees not require the penetration of a statesman to perceive, that 
the partition treaty forms the**best justification (bad as that best cer- 
tainly is) for the conduct of Napoleon towards Spain. That very 
treaty furnishes him with a precedent. His royal brother Charles* 
that “ highly enlightened and pious monarch," consents, without 
scruple, to a scheme for the plunder and ruin of a neighbouring 
sovereign: — and when he so shortly afterwards was plundered 
in his turn, how justly might he have adopted the soliloquy of an 
ancient tyrant, who after wantonly maiming an host of his royal bro- 
thers, at length underwent the same punishment: Threescore and 
ten kings, having their thumbs and great toes cut off \ gathered 
i heir meat under my table: ~ As I HAVE done, so God HATH 
REQUITED ME! (Judges. I. 7*) 

As soon as Charles IV. had signed his abdication at Afanjqez^ 
his Son was proclaimed King by the constituted authorities there as- 
sembled, by the title of Ferdinand VII. Don Cevallos gives a 
most flattering account of his entrance into the capital, “ without 
M any other parade, than the most numerous concourse of people ; 
“ the strongest expression's of love and loyalty, and (he applauses 
44 and acclamations, which sprung from the joy and enthusiasm of 
4 * his subjects : — a scene," be adds, “ truly grand and impressive, 
** in which the young King was seen like a father in' the midst or 
f< his children, entering his capital as the regenerator, and guardian 
“ angel of the monarchy!” The extraordinary talents and virtues oi 
this excellent young King, reconciled, in some measure, we suppose^ 
DOu Cevallos to the loss of that “ highly enlightened monarcli"just de- 
posed, u whose piety was without superstition !" Drying dp his 
tears as soon as possible, and “ willing," as he says, " to serve his 
44 country," he accepts the same place under the son as lie had en- 
joyed under the father ! Whilst these events were passing at Aran- 
juez, the French troops were taking possession of soine of the prin- 
cipal fortresses of Spam, and the Duke of Berg approached tb$ 
capital. He seems not to have known the intentions of Napol^Ott 
respecting the new order of things, and “ gave it to be understood 
44 that untH the Emperor bad acknowledged Ferdinand VII. hie 

* must be under the necessity of treating only with his royal father^ 

Ferdinand had not long taken possession of his capital, before 

be was urged to go to meet the Emperor, who was shortly «&{$<£ 
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^rff&adrici ; fcut tfie new king very naturally expressed his reluc- 
tance ti & feata “ his loyal and beloved subjects ;” and the advice of 
Don Gevallos to His Majesty, was, On this occasion marked by wis- 
dom. “ It was his constant opinion, that his Majesty should not 
“ ijeaVe bis capital, until he received certain information that the 
“ Emperor was already arrived in Spain, and was approaching to 
* Madrid; and that even then, he should only proceed to a dis-. 
“ taqce so short, as not to render it necessary to sleep due night dut 
“ of tis capital/* The King followed this advice, till the arrival of 
General Savary, who was announced as the French envoy : he im- 
mediately had an audience, and professed “ that lie was sent mere- 
“ ly to compliment his Majesty, and to know whether his senti- 
“ meats with respect to France were conformable to those of the 
“ femg bis father; in which case the Emperor would forego all con- 
“ siderations of what had passed ; would in no degree interfere in the 
“ internal concerns of the kingdom, and would immediately recog- 
“njae his Majesty as King of Spain and the Indies. The most satisfac- 
“ tory answer being given to General Savary, the audience termina- 
“ tedwith his assurance, that the Emperor had left Paris, that he 
“ was near Bayonne, and on his way to Madrid/’ If this statement 
be correct, it indeed proves that the word of Napoleon is as little 
to be relied on as that of kings in general, and affords another me- 
lancholy lesson on the morality of courts. 

We now proceed to the particulars of that event wh!*h has hi- 
therto appeared inexplicable: — The departure of Ferdinand from his 
capital and his kingdom to Bayonne: and all the information given 
oMte subject, serves only to increase our astonishment at the 
ipfetuatibn which seized Ferdinand on this occasion. All the arts 
made use of to persuade him to take this step, were so superficial 
tmcf flimsy, that sutely any person possessed of common sense might 
have seen through them ; the means made use of cau scarcely be 
termed “ artifices/' When Ferdinand arrived at Vittoria, lie recei- 


ved the letter from the Emperor (No 3.) in which every one but 
the royal simpleton to whom it was addressed, might plainly disco- 
ver that it was the Emperor's determination to compel him to resign 
kh crown. Don Cevallos clearly discovers the snares laid by the 
l^&peror : but he adds — “ His Majesty banished from his heart 
“every apprehension of danger, and shut his ears against my conn - 
those of other persons in his train, as Well as the suppiica- 


“jjODftqf that loyal city, and determined to proceed to Bayonne/’ 
were the motives that thus induced Ferdinand to leave his 
^atiaiis* and throw himself at once into the power of Napoleon, 
not informed,, except “ that he was actuated by the love bf 
\wi|u^ects, and that his royal mind was incapable of suspecting 
of any dishonourable proceeding.” 
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What followed the arrival of Ferdinand at Bayonne, might easily, 
have been predicted. He was shortly induced’, or compelled to re- 
sign his crown, and to renounce all claim to it in future. Ce* 
vallos amply details the particulars of his conversations with the 
French minister, in which he urged his objections to the proposed 
renunciation of the royal rights ; of his being overheard by the 
Erbperor ; of his being insulted with the appellation of “ traitor*. 
•• and charged with sacrificing the interests of Spain to the interests 
u of the Bourbon family.” But Napoleon irrevocably determined 
that the Bourbon dynasty should no longer reign in Spain ; and Ce- 
vallos declares, that “ he knew the Emperor in his last conference 
“ with Ferdinand, said to his Majesty— Prince you have only to 
u choose between cession or death /” Till, however, Cevallos gives 
us some information, how he obtained his knowledge, many will be 
a£t to suspect his veracity, more especially as he mentions various 
occurrences in the after conduct of Ferdinand, such as his giving 
orders for a regency till he could return to his kingdom, and for the 
assembling of a cortes See. which prove that be still considered him- 
self as the rightful sovereign of Spain, and that he protested against 
his renuuciation ; — conduct which surely must have been equally 
offensive to Napoleon, as a refusal to sign such renunciation, and 
which would equally have endangered the life of the prince. 

To the “ Exposition” of D. Cevallos, is aunexed a variety of do- 
cuments, which appear to be official, and tend to illustrate the 
principal topics discussed. One of these relates to a conversation 
which passed between Charles, his Queen, and his son the Prince, 
the particulars of which, although they appeared at the time in 
some of our public prints, we thought so improbable, that, feeling 
for the honour of royalty, we declined inserting them in our Regis- 
ter. Ferdinand complains in a letter to his father, that without any 
just ground, “ he thought proper to insult him in the presence of his 
M venerable mother, and of the Emperor, by appellations the most 
“ humiliating and indeed from the vulgar abuse which passed be- 
tween the royal relatives on this occasion, (expressions •* so dis- 
“ gusting and humiliating,” that Cevallos “ dares not record them,”) 
the application of the terms — “ Bastard, W— e,” See. See. as re- 
ported in the public prints in letters from Spain, we should have sup- 
posed this squabble had taken place, not at a court in the presence 
of the Emperor of France, but at that place famed for polite phra- 
seology in our own country — Billingsgate ! 

The concluding part of the Exposition is that which more imme- 
diately relates to the author. He has taken care to detail the parti-* 
culars of his advice Jto Ferdinand, not to leave bis kingdom ; and 
after he had accompanied him to Bayonne, to record his memorials 
to Jthe French government, and his conferences with the French mi- 
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ulsters, in which he used such free language as we should have sup- 
posed he hardly dared to have done in such a situation ; and which 
naturally drew down a severe reproof f^om the Emperor. After 
perusing the reasonings and protests of b. Cevallos, respecting u the 
" disgraceful means of which the Emperor availed himself to obtain 
“ the renunciation of the crown of Spain in his favour, ” and place 
it on the head of his brother Joseph, those who are not acquainted 
with the characters of modern courtiers and statesmen, must be a 
little surprised to find, that as soon as Joseph Napoleon was pro- 
claimed King of Spain, the wily statesman, discovering a " third 
“ string to his bow,” obligingly accepted of the same office under 
Joseph, as he had possessed under his former u enlightened and 
" pious sovereign Charles,” and his son “ the beloved Ferdinand, 
u the regenerator and guardian angel of the Spanish monarchy !” 
The minister relates “ what he suffered for his King and country 
but, in that spirit of patriotism which on certain extraordinary emer- 
gencies flames forth in the bosoms of statesmen, he adds, — “ The 
“ truth is, I haye not suffered ; for all that I have done has been 
" required by my most sacred duties.” The consequences of this 
faithful discharge of his trust, were, his being watched by those 
whom he terms “ the satellites of government” at Bayonne. “ His 
“ steps were reckoned, bis visits observed, espionage under the 
" mask of compassion approached to examine the secrets of his 
"soul; but nothing disturbed the tranquility of his mind.” He 
could not, however, behold with patience his being condemned to 
he banished from his beloved country ; and as all his endeavours to 
procure his liberty to return to Spain, that he," might enflame his 
“ countiymen with heroism,” were iueflectual ; he, although con- 
trary to his inclination, " on the repeated entreaties” of Joseph Na- 
poleon, accepts the same place which he had enjoyed under his two 
former sovereigns? To these entreaties indeed “ he acceded with re- 
pugnance and from constraint!” Thus this patriotic minister, 
whfnhe found it was all over with Ferdinand, accepts the same place 
unffer a sovereign whom he represents as an usurper, and having 
teen raised to the throne by “ means the most scandalous.” U 
will, never be believed, but upon much better evidence than 
that of the writer, that Joseph Napoleon would have raised a man 
to so important a place, whom he was not pretty well assured was 
desirous of accepting it; and that Don Cevallos did not after all 
different changes, consider it as his “ most sacred duty” to take 
the main chance, the preservation of his place ! Soon 
aftfartjbe minister accompanied his new sovereign to Madrid, he saw the 
which bad spread over the kingdom; and “ from that instant he 
thought of availing himself of the most early means of resigning 
(f hts near character,” which was soon the case. His “ sacred duty” 
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he then perceived was, to make his peace with the new Spanish go- 
vernment (what place he has in view he does not inform us) un<f 
without loss of time, writes his celebrated Exposition, which 
whatever suspicion may rer<. on the veracity and the motives of the 
writer, will serve as a valuable document to be recorded in history, 
in addition to those which so admirably display the character 
of kings, courts and statesmen, more particularly in countries 
where the government is despotic : and we hope it will operate as a 
lesson to the people in all countries, that in proportion as they re- 
sign their rights and liberties iiito the hands of their governors ; in 
proportion as they become indifferent to public measures ; in pro- 
portion as they are subject to corrupt influence, they may expect U$ 
be deceived, burthened, insulted, and enslaved ! 

Although we have, during the past month heen in fearful ex- 
pectation of accounts of tremendous battles fought between the 
French and the Spaniards, seldom during the present war, has 3 
month passed so barren of events. Napoleon is increasing bis prer 
parations, and has appointed one of his most able Generals, Mar- 
shal Ney, to command his forces. flilboa has been taken by the 
French without resistance. The Spaniards are collecting tbeir forces 
to meet the main army of the enemy, and all the accounts of 
their officers are written in a high tone. They however, appear 
determined, most prudently, to avoid a general battle; as a defeat if 
to any considerable extent, might in their present state, materially 
injure, if not ruin their cause. The dispute between General 
Cuesta, and one of the national representatives, the violent: conduct 
of the former towards the latter, do no great honour to the infant 
cause of Spanish patriotism. 

But what we chiefly continue to lament i$, that we know not 
what the Spaniards are fighting for ; whether for the interests of 
liberty, political, civil and religious, or of slavery, priestcraft an.d 
superstition. A people may get rid of a foreign tyrant, and yet be 
tyrannised over at home; they may be independent of other nations, 
and yet be enslaved by their own rulers. The manifesto of tlie junta 
'of Seville contains a strange mixture of those errors on the subject of 
religion and government, which have infected, in a greater or les* 
degree, all the old European states ; united with some of tho§e noble 
principles which form the foundation of all just government. On 
the one hand they state “ the only end that Spain has' ih view, 'ip, 
“ Hereditary succession, according to the fundamental laws of tlje 
“ monarchy, and the preservation of the unity of the holy, roman, 
“ catholic, apostolic religion which it gloriously professed aijd de- 
i% fended for so many ages.” Now, as to hereditary succession, 
more especially if succeeding princes prove like their progenitors, 
it cannot be regarded as an object of very great interest by citizen 
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of the world ; and as to fhe preservation of that most abominable 
fixture of iterance, superstition and vice, the established church 
of Spain, every true protestant is daily praying for its overthrow* 
hailing the accomplishment of Scripture prophecies respecting the 
Romish church as an event the most desirable : but when the junta 
proclaim — “ The absolute necessity of const ilutiug supreme junta# 
ts ip whieh the power of the people shall reside, and by which they 
may act when they add, “ No government can be legitimate, unless 
“ it has its origin in the free consent of the people we have only to 
remark— Jet these principles be brought iuto action, and the Spaniards 
will have the warm wishes of every friend to genuine freedom, for 
their success in the present struggle. 

The supreme junta of Spain, has at length been installed in the 
palace at Aranjuez : at present the number of members amounts 
only to about twenty, several who were elected not having yet at- 
tended. The juuta is employed in organising a government, which, 
howrvjer, can only be temporary, as the inferior juntas which elect- 
ed it were pot chosen by the people, but self elected on the emer» 
gency of the occasion. We are concerned to find tlieir proceed* 
ings hitherto ^characterised by nothing but a regard to those old in- 
stitutions which have proved the ruin of the people of Spain. Them 
is no oath prescribed to its members, “ to live free or die;" but they 
are required to “ swear by the sacred image of Jesus Christ, there pre- 
“ sept, that in their employment as members of the supreme junta they 
w will defend and promote the preservation, and increase of the 
“ holy catholic, apostolic and roman religion ; and that they will be 
“ loyal to, and defend their august sovereign Ferdinand VII. and 
“ especially those laws and usages relative to the succession of the 
fi reigning family." Our readers must excuse our repeating the Ian* 
guage of one junta, so similar to that of another; we have no 
other information to give them. These oaths are really more be- 
coming an army of mad crusaders, than an assembly of patriots, pro- 
fessing to be the regenerators of their country, and concerting means 
for the defence and the preservation of its freedom and indepen- 
dence. As to the first of the objects mentioned in the oath of tho 
junta, we fervently pray the Almighty, that it may be totally defeat- 
ed; apd as to the second of the objects mentioned, it is a matter 
of comparative indifference. “ The community of barefooted monks 
of St. Pasqual” perforuied the farce of religious mummery, so fashion* 
able on public occasions, ip those countries where the church of 
Rome reigns iff it? glory, ^pd the church of Christ, as must ne- 
cessarily be the cqse, ip degraded and trampled under foot. 
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An armistice has tahen place between these two powers, occa- 
sioned by the losses lately sustained by the Swedes in Finlaud, and 
which there were no rational hopes of repairing. Another reason is 
assigned for this measure — The spirit of disaffection discovered by 
the King of Sweden amongst his guards, which occasioned the dis- 
banding of four ^thousand of them, and the disgrace that has been 
brought, by such a proceeding, on some of the first families in the 
fcingdom. The armistice, it is probable, is the prelude to a peace 
between the two powers, by which England will get rid of one of 
her allies. Finland, towards which the Russiau Emperor has, for 
sometime past, cast a longing, lingering eye, will doubtless form a 
part of the Russian empire. What other sacrifices the Swedish mo- 
narch will be required to make a s the condition bf the friendship 
of the two Emperors, time will shortly discover. 

Amongst other inquiries which will demand the attention of par- 
liament, is that respecting our fruitless expedition to Sweden, where 
Sir John Moore, with a fleet and army, appears to have been 
cent without knowing what he was to do when he got there; 
and where he did nothing but disgust his Swedish Majesty, and 
which occasioned the return of Sir John with the expedition to Eng- 
land. A similar blunder has been committed, the consequences of 
which, it is hoped, will not prove so disastrous — sending our forces 
to Spain without knowing how they would be received, or making the 
proper inquiry on the subject : it seems, that it is one of the fuqdamen- 
tallawsof Spain that no foreign troops shall be permitted to land witfi- 
oot leave first obtained from the supreme government. Of this 
law oar ministers appear to have been ignorant, for although there 
has been so much time taken up in preparing the expedition, no 
thought occurred of asking permission for our forces to land, til) 
they were informed they could not land without it. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

After all the confident hopes and expectations expressed by our pub- 
lie writers, that the Austrian Emperor was about to declare war against 
France, it appears that his Majesty has so far profited from past expe- 
rience, as to deem a state of peace preferable tp thai of war ; and 
that he does not seem inclined rashly and unjustly to !tfeak his trea- 
ties, merely because the opposition shewn to the measures of the 
French Emperor m Spain, may afford him some chance of recover* 
ing his former losses. Our journalists now inform Us that the Aus- 
trian Emperor, ** does not yet deem it prudent , openly to declare 
€ * himself, but that he is waiting a more favourable opportunity 
Thus, these writers represent his Majesty equally void of all idea9 
of justice and humanity with themselves ; their ardent wish is to 
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spread the flames, of war all over Europe ; a project which we as ar- 
dently wiA may never be accomplished. 

The Emperors of France and Russia have met at Erfurtb, where 
they are new holding their conferences on the affairs of Europe. A 
variety of reports are afloat respecting their projects, and their dis- 
agreements. Nothing more, however, is known, than their first 
public measure —An invitation to the British government to nomi- 
nate plenipotentiaries to proceed to a place to be fi*ed upon, to, 
open a negotiation with the plenipotentiaries of their Imperial Ma- 
jesties for the conclusion of a maritime peace. The pacific overture 
has been sent to this country by two Russian messengers and one 
French messenger ; to which an aqswer was returned by our minis- 
ters on the day after their arrival. Nothing certain appears to be 
known respecting the nature of the overture or the answer. Judging 
from the temper of our ministers, aud the haughtiness with which 
they last year, rejected the various offers from the different powers 
oo the continent, to negociate or to mediate, we entertain bat 
little doubt that they are resolved to carry on the war a few 


years longer! 

The remarks of our journalists in general, on this occurrence, 
afford a singular display of national infatuation. Peace is deprecated 
as the worst of evils. The very word negociation inspires them with 
terror. Hopes are expressed that our ministers will never consent 
to negociate but upon such terms- one would imagine, as a man out 
of. bedlam, could never have thought of. The French Emperor 
mu?t, sis a preliminary even to negociation, give up most of his Eu- 
ropean conquests? This country has already been famous for her 
* hours but she has been equally famous for her 

hours of^jipipiation. The last war, which was both unjust and 
unnecessOTjv was terminated by our relinquishing every one of its 
declared objects. The present war, equally unjust and unneces- 
sary, commencing with perfidy on our part, breaking the treaty, 
of Amiens, will, it is not very improbable terminate in the, 
ttme manner. — Peace is such an inestimable blessing, that 
overtures from an enemy (unless, perhaps, with the single ex- 
ception, of their being made in the heart of an invaded country) 
ought always to be attended to ; but whilst the people go on 
quietly submitting to their oppressive burthens, and ministers find 
00 difficulty in raising money, the prospect of peace must remain 
overclouded. 

|puntrymeu are holding public meetings in various parts of 
^<lm for the purpose of petitioning bis Majesty that he 
; a strict inquiry to be made respecting the circumstance^ 
Sneed the late disgraceful convention in Portugal, The, 
f 'Council of the metropolis have set the example ; and their 
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conduct drt tins occason has presented a singtilaV Cohttkst? to tvhat it 
has been for these twenty years past. No body Of men in the ria> 
tfon hhve been more uniformly servile ; dtitf thdit Coilft addresses* 
from the adulation with which they have beefr characterised, have 
been more becoming an assembly of slaves, than the corporate body 
ctf the metropolis of the British empire, 'fhe rude and insulting 
manner fn J which they have been treated by his Majesty's ministers* 
ht answer to their petition, has produced some spirited resolutions in 
return, which* ii is expected will be followed up by another petition 
tb the throne, reprobating in suitable terms, that systerh Which is' 
dWn disgracing and ruining the nation. Our limits' pVevCttt us‘, for the 
present, from enlarging on a subject front Which wd hope Will result 
consequences of considerable importance. H the convehtidd id Por- 
tugal should prove the means of awakening and animating a spirit 
iA the people Which Wc feared was almost annihilated, much gbod 
may arise out of evil. 

Prom the angry tone, of his Majesty's arisW'Cr to 1 the petition of 
tSe citfzCns'of London* and from the studied insult of iritrbdbcifogf. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley at the very time the petition was present irig!/ 
it is evident that ministers do not meaU to institute such ah in- 
quiry as ought to satisfy the nation. Sir HeW Dalryiriple afrtf 
Sir Arthur Wellesley are returned home. The former if is saicF, 
lie a man of honour, demands' a' court martial bn hisjconduct; add 
if & certain that a court martial ought to be held on the conduct of 
7 Sir A. Wellesley, whose name appears the most prominent in the 
business of the convention ; he having sighed the armistice wbiCli 
was still more disgraceful tbau the convention’. Men who are con- 
scious that their conduct will bear investigation; Will not! be content 
With an inquiry to be mhde by a select number of the friends of tile 
IhikeofYoffc, ahd of course of ministers, in which the evid'ehed 1 
must remain secret. No: they will demand public inquiry by ^ 
eburt martial ; and if the people after expressing such free language' 
us of late, are satisfied with any other mode, it Will affoid de- 
monstrative proof, that their hypocrisy is equal to their servility; 

We have just pCrttsed an account of the extraordinary proceeding at V 
meeting of the freeholders of Essex, held yesterday, at which' miftrsteMP 
strained every nerve to prevent a petition being Voted to his Majesty.* On«f> 
might from the account be led almost to imagine, that their principal tool 
on this occasion, was the man who ought to have been the most 1 impartial 
in the whole assembly. By a resolution of the freeholders signed b& i 
Mr. Western, (M. P.) they declare their cotwiotiou, “ that a decided 
•'jority of the freeholders, were against the vote of adjournment declared 
“ by the Sheriff.” The latter gentleman, however, gave ouC‘ pfdtif d| 

Wisdom, by hastily decamping, without whiting for the vbt&; df 
> af Ways passed on public occasions to iWPA'afriAt sheriff^ ! WbWHlrtjf * 
t» he^r that the freeholders mean to resume the consideration Wfcixxitfttfe /_ 
portant subject. . * 

Hw'low , October 29* B, F. 
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REVIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


THE CONVENTION OF CINTRA. 

1^" OT any event for several years past appears to have interested 
the people at large, so much as the late convention, although nume- 
rons events have occurred of much greater importance, in which the 
peace, the liberties, the honour, the dearest interests of the country 
have been sacrificed ; and yet the conduct of the authors of these 
events, hath been beheld in general, with apathy, dnd sometimes 
with approbation. Whether a convention by which the French 
were compelled to evacuate Portugal, was in some of its articles, 
comparatively speaking, disgraceful, is the question now before the 
public ; whilst it seems to be understood, that the principle 
of the convention was cordially assented to, by the three commanding 
officers, Sir Hew Dalrymple, Sir H. Burrard, and Sir A. 
Wellesley, and that the expulsion of the French from Portugal* 
was a measure they had very much at heart. 

What has, to a considerable degree, checked the progress of 
popular complaints on this. subject, is the assembling of the court 
OP inquiry appointed by his Majesty to investigate the causes 
which led to the convention, and to the different circumstances 
attending it. Much has been said in the public prints, and at 
public meetings, respecting the legality, and the powers of such 
a court; but, without entenng on these questions, we may remark, 
that, from what has already transpired of the proceedings of the 
court, it is not difficult to conjecture, that they are only prelimi- 
nary to proceedings' of much greater importance, before a tribunal 
competent, not only to investigate, but to acquit the innocent, and 
to punish the guilty; although we are decidedly of opinion, that 
these proceedings will relate to the commanding officers only, and that 
no effectual inquiry will take place respecting those persons who 
appear to be the most materially concerned ; who planned the ex- 
pedition, appointed the officers, and provided what means they 
judged necessary for carrying it into execution. An early meeting 
of parliament, has been one of the principal objects of some of thw 
• VOL. IV. 
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petitions ; but we confess we have no hopes from either the early 
or the late meeting of parliament. Whilst the influence of the 
crown, doubled, and tripled during the present reign, is so enor- 
mously overgrown, and yet perpetually increasing ; whilst ministers 
have those numberless means of corruption, and, which more 
particularly during a period of war, are drawn out into full exercise; 
whilst things remain as they are, or rather, from year to year are 
^ growing worse and worse ; and until a radical reform of parliament 
itself takes place, the experience of the last twenty years, more parti- 
cularly, warrants the conclusion, that scarcely any measure, however 
iniquitous or absurd, if heartily adopted byjthe ministers for the time 
being, blit will have the sancl ion of their majority in parliament. 
The experience of last year, farther proves, that the very measures, 
which obtain the sanction of a large majority under the direction of 
one set of ministers, may iu the course of a few weeks only, be 
reprobated, by an equal majority under the direction of another 
set. We may therefore, without pretending to more than a com- 
mon degree of penetration, venture to predict what will take place 
in the ensuing parliament, on the subject now engrossing the publio 
attention. Different motions, under various forms, will be made 
by the principal members of opposition, for an inquiry into the 
causes which led to the Convention of Cintra, more particularly as 
they relate to the conduct of ministers ; and should no other argu-» 
ments be adduced but what arise out of the proceedings of the 
Court of Inquiry, already before the public, these reasons are 
sufficient to demand the most serious investigation of the plan of 
the expedition, as well as its execution. Numberless papers will 
be moved for, which will be granted or refused as ministers may 
think proper ; 4ome excellent, and many silly speeches will be 
made; and after the two houses and the public are wearied with the 
subject, all parliamentary inquiry will be refused ; and it is by no 
means improbable, that a vote passed by a considerable majority, 
approving the conduct of ministers, will conclude the wretched farce. 
To speak the plain truth to our countrymen, — The certainty of an 
increase of our nearly insupportable burthens ; the uncertainty, of 
any advantages to compensate the growing evil ; the improbability 
of any measures being pursued to check the torrent of corruption, or 
to promote the peace, the liberties, the real prosperity of the British 
empire; the certainty, in short, of positive evil, and the improbability 
of its being balanced by any positive good, renders, iq our opinion, 
the assembling of parliament, in its present corrupt state, an object 
of fear, and of dread, rather than of complacency and desire. 

The accounts which Sir Hpw Pa^rymple and Sir Arthur 
Well^3LEY j have already given in evidence before tbe^ Court of 
inquiry, have proved the most complete refutation of the scamfa* 
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lous falsehoods so coufidently circulated in the ministerial prints, 
the Morning Post, and the Oracle more particularly, tending 
to degrade the character of Sir Hew, and to exalt that of Sir 
Arthur. The public were assured — “ That jive hundred letters 
u had been received in London which agreed in stating, that Sir 
u Arthur had no share whatever in the drawing up, or in the nego- 
“ ciation of the articles of the armistice ; that they were drawn up 
“ by General Kellerman, and that Sir ‘Arthur was ordered 
u to sign them.” — We were farther assured, — “ That Sir Arthur 
u acted as a mere hankers clerk in the business , in obedience to 
“ the orders of his commanding officer ; that he had no hand in 
u drawing up the armistice ; that he disapproved of every one of 
" the articles ; and that as soon as he had signed it, be circulated a 
" protest against the measure.* Our reader’s by referring to 
our Review for September will perceive, that we at the time ex* 
pressed our persuasion, that “ such tales were utterly incredible 
and that, indeed they were so absurd as to carry with them their own 
refutation. We refer our readers to the frank and apparently 
candid account of Sir H. Dalrymple, and to the explanations 
of Sir A. Wellesley, in our following pages, and they will per# 
ceive how grossly the public have been abused by those profligate 
hirelings, the writers of the falsehoods in the papers alluded to. 

Indeed some sense of shame seems to have discovered itself in 
the Editor of the Morning Post , who in answer to the statement 
of Sir Arthur, “ that the paragraphs which had appeared in some 
"of the public prints reflecting on the conduct of Sir Hew, had 
M neither been sent, no^ authorised by himself or his friends,** 
apologizes, to his readers, by assuring them, — “ That although they 
might not have been furnished by Sir Arthur, or his relatives, 
“ they were certainly furnished by those who are well known to be 
u his friends .” But why does not the Editor tell us the whole 
truth 1 By the very same articles appearing in other papers, it is 
highly probable they were paid for, as advertisements, at least. 
Would the Editors of these prints therefore exonerate themselves 
from the charge of deception, and falsehood, let them publish the 
names of those friends of the Wellesleys by whom they have 
he$p so grossly imposed upon ; and the price they received for 
ihedifferent articles. The public, however, may at any rate, pretty 
veil estimate the accuracy , and the veracity of those writers, who 
^aie the panegyrists of our ministers, and of those officers who are 
V(j& IjnQW to be ipinisterial favourites ; and if they pre imposed 
ja future by such unprincipled hirelings, the fault, will be, 
K^^mtuch of those who attempt similar impositions, as of those 
'.T^oso^adily swallow them. 
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After all that we have heard about the rapacity of the French in 
Portugal, and of the plunder they had acquired ; after all the in- 
dignation expressed by our countrymen, at the disgraceful articles 
which allowed the French to preserve the whole of this plunder, it 
now turns out, that the French General who drew up the armistice, 
never demanded, and of course, that the British Generals who 
agreed to them, never assented to any such articles. All invading 
armies, are by their very profession, in a greater or less degree, 
plunberers : and it a’ppears that the French armies have not a supe- 
rior claim to this soldierly appellation above that of any other nation: 
but our countrymen have been so habituated to hear of certain whole- 
sale plundering expeditions in the East Indies, and at Monte-Video, 
Buenos Ayres, Copenhagen, &c. that they appear to be jealous of what 
they consider a peculiar right, and ail their indignation is roused 
when they find that French armies follow the example of some others, 
and more especially if they suppose them successful in securing their 
plunder. By the articles in the convention allowing the French to 
carry off their property, it was expressly understood, both by the 
french and English Generals, to mean their own private property, 
and not such as could be proved to belong to the inhabitants of Por*> 
tugal. 

Whatever may be the result of the investigation of the Court of 
Inquiry, it is evident, as we have already hinted, that much serious 
investigation respecting the causes which led to it, is indispensibly 
requisite. If the accounts of some of our officers given in evidence 
before the court, of the want of artillery, cavalry, &c. be correct, 
the planners of the expedition appear to be about as well qualified 
for their department, as the horses of the army of Portugal were 
for theirs; the majority of which are described by Sir Hew Dal- 
rymple, as "cblind, lame, weak, and totally inadequate to the. 
u service required !” 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 

The Convention of Cintra has awakened that public spirit which 
had long been dormant, and which we feared was almost annihila- 
ted. The Common Council of London have taken the lead, and we 
are happy to find that they have expressed their opinions respecting 
one of our most valuable rights, that of petitioning THR 
throne, and representing public grievances without obstruction ; 
a right claimed by the people of Britaih from the earliest periods of 
their history, one of the conditions on which the crown was offer- 
ed to William III. solemnly confirmed to the people at the Re- 
volution by the first public act of the new sovereign, and which 
to this day continues on our Statute books, as one of our constfu- 
tional and inalienable rights. But it appears necessary til remind 
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couatrymea that the rijgbt 6f petitioning tV sovereign freely, 

“ without ^Inictioa, or reproof/' necessarily includes the right of 
having .petition delivered to the sovereign by his ministers, who* 
swtly iitist be responsible for the performance of this important 
part {of their duty, in cases where the petitioners from various 
causes* are prevented from presenting their petitions immediately in 
their own persons, or by those deputed for the purpose. It must, 
therefore, excite equal surprise and indignation in the breasts of alt 
(fcoee who value this important right, to find that it has been render* 
ed nugatory by ministers, and that in a matter of the utmost conse* 
quepce to the public welfare* which not long since called forth the 
nailed opinions of the people t tong bout the kingdom, we mean the 
Abfrof Lord. Melville. 

, AUbe late meeting of the .Freeholders of Middlesex, after the 
address to his Majesty was Voted, Mr. Cliffobd moved — “That 
dkg abends at the time of delivering the address, do request to know 1 
Y^then his Majesty would be pleased to receive the same, and that 
“ they do publish Lord HawkesbuWy's answer on that occasion 
Y&ttlto'fte wnpapers.” As the ground for moving this proposition 
Mr. Clifford stated the ihet:— “ That on the occasion of ad* 

“ dres^esbeidg presented by that county, and many others, in the 
“fdWe of Lord Melville, upwards of ninbty in all; not on® 
addresses had ever been presented to the King ; Lord 
m Embury being then, a* he is now, principal secretary of 

"Jftyfc for the home department” The reason assigned for this 
tjc&tjomt f>f the petitions of the people was as follows — “That 
* there had been no public levee since these addresses were pre* 

“ auited, and it Was not ifsual to present them at private levees. 1 * 
Oft .such an. Occasion it is right that the people should be reminded 
<4jm circumstances attending these petitions. Every one in the 
fetftt acquainted with the nature of popular meetings, convened for 
the consideration of public grievances, must be sensible of the exer * 
tiflns necessary to procure such meetings; of the inconvenience, trou- 
Me^and loss of time to which the middle classes of the people art 
H||eat in their attendance ; of the various difficulties whkh occur in 
peetlauiiiieutof the desired object; when at length, after having 
flfciai accomplished their object as to carry the pe tition ; resting as- 
imd tbat his Majesty must he duly informed of the grievances 
mgftwmd of, and hoping that redress will follow : — when thus 
IM t ionab ly expecting the desired result, they are informed several 
awqtlfei afterwards, by the Secretary of State— +“ That their peti* 

E jbad not been presented, because there had been no public 
And it wan not usual to present them at private levees t”*-* 

■ t&k hutgtmsky to insult the people, aud to render om rf 
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tbsir mast essential rights nugatory! What would our ancestors 
the Revolution have said, when they insisted on the right of peti- 
tioning, as one of the conditions on which their new sovereign was 
to hold liis crown ; if they had shortly after Ts>een informed by his* 
secretary of state, “ that their petitious had not been presented, , 
“i because there had been no public levees and that it was not 
usual to trouble his Majesty with them except on such occasions !* 
We do not believe that a minister could at that period have been* 
found who would have dared to have offered such an insult, or if 
there bad, that the people would have quietly put up with the* 
insult; or rather that they would not have demanded the im- 
peachment of , such a minister! — If, however, the NINETY ad- 
dresses alluded to, had been composed of the precious materials 
with which court addresses in all countries are commonly staffed* 
we will venture to affirm they would all have been, by some means 
0* other, without loss of time, presented to the throne, and after- 
wards published, in the court gazette, with the notification that 
‘fikis Majesty had received them very graciously!” i ‘ 
t ,,But the answer given by Lord Hawkesbury to the petition *>f 
the Common Council of the city of London, proves that no' add 
dresses are acceptable at court, but such as express their approba- 
tion of the conduct of ministers, in that style of adulation which' 
usually characterises such addresess* It, however, deserves to bd‘ 
particularly noticed, that his lordsbipon this occasion affects ho ex- 
traordinary regard for some of the best of principles, and. which 
constitute the foundation of all just government. Addressing the 
citizens in the name of his Sovereign he observes — “ I give Credit 
“ to the motives which have dictated your petition and address V 
** but I must remind you that it is inconsistent with the principled 
“ of British justice to pronounce judgment without previous inves- 
tigation.” That Lord Hawkesbury should have summoned 
up effrontery sufficient to read such an answer, must excite sur- 
prise in the mind of every one acquainted with the history of his 
lordship’s public life, but who at the same time, is not sensible of 
that duplicity, and hypocrisy of which modern statesmen are 
capable. When we hear such excellent sentiments from the Kps of 
his lordship, we are naturally reminded of the conduct of a remark- 
ably cunning, and very old stateman, who is emph&ticaNy termed 
44 the deceiver,” and who, as it has been not unfrequently remarked, 
can quote even scripture for bis purpose. “ I must remind yotij 
“that it is inconsistent with the principles of British justice* io 
*f pronounce judgment without previous , investigation !” ' Happy 
would it have been for our countrymen, had these admirwhfe 
44 principles of British justice,” been observed .during the Ptirif 
administration, of which Lord Hawkesbcjry was a member, and 
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Jwlmrer beetrflbe uniform and vterra panegyrist. % HtM^toffOy' ■ imt&» 
c^nt persons would then have 'escaped, not merely ^judgmedt’^ 
hot punish bient, indicted without ** previous legal invgstigactoti ; w 
and who after being immured within the walhrof a prison, ighrf» 
rant* of any specific charge alleged" against them, add' wWfa 
vain demanded, month after month, and year after. * year, *a» fair 
trial by a jury of their countrymen, were at last liberated} btlt 
without the least indemnification for- the long, severe, add jmjnbt 
punishment thus inflicted ! Had not. the principles of British jus- 
tice, been trampled under foot, there would have been no occasion 
for the minister, who at length appeared to have been conscious of bis 
criminality* aud to have requested of parliament an act of indemnity, 
,h> screen him from the consequences of his tyrannical conduct, and 
to prevent the victims of his despotism from obtaining some legal 
P (unpensation ; nor would there have been found a senate so veitl 
fo have granted such an act. But the common council of Lon- 
don did' not deserve so unjust a reproof hs this reply insinuated : 
.tfcy pn|y demanded — “ Such an inquiry as might lead fo 
.“the discovery and punishment of those, by whose misconduct and 
,** 9nd incapacity, the cause of the country and its allies had been 
“so shamefully sacrificed." Whether their opinion as thus ex- 
pressed be correct, may not be perfectly clear ; but that there have 
Jfc 6 ? gross errors committed, either in planning, or executing the 
expedition to Portugal, seems to be the general opinion, and a proper 
.investigation of the aflair is all that has been demanded by the 

; To il^e remark of Lord Hawkesbury, that “ his Majesty, 
“{that, is, bis ministers) has at all times been ready to institute in- 
“qttine&on occasions in which the character of the country or the 
“Jippour of his arms is concerned," the repeated instances of dis- 
(jficefht failures, which have occured within these few years, too 
Ifridentiy prove, that when Royal Dukes, or favoujte ministerial 
iQjficers are entrusted with the chief command, such failures 
are passed over without inquiry. It was therefore equally the 
,d?ty as well as the right of the people to express their solicitude, 
ithjtf “ due inquiry might be made iuto a transaction, which has," 
as acknowledged by the royal mouth piece oq this occasion, “ dis- 
appointed the hopes, and expectations of the nation." 

Notwithstanding the unanimity witii which the petition of the 
(frtyilion cpuncil of London was voted, and the spirited language 
the occasion, there are certain circumstances which serve to 
AMp fty®* h*d some of our worthy citizens been conscious that what 
.doing would not have proved agreeable to miuisters, they 
freely, haye assumed quite so much courage. Alderman 
ifttclr possessing a mind swelling with ideas of military glory, dc- 
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m woUm$fot the That he thoukitbe atbamedif 

** holding as ht did, hit Majesty’s commiesion, kstvolim- 

41 teer corps, if he did not give his assent to every word of the m$- 
** ti$n/' Previously, however, to the address being presented to 
this Majesty, the alderman discovered that its contents were 4ft* 
quite acceptable to those ministers to whom he has at nil times beeh 
the shrtile tool; and what was the consequence? Although the al- 
derman had always been extremely forward in going up with 
■* addresses,” aH his hig£i ideas of military glory forsake him ; ft k 
is " ashamed" to go up with an address, every line of which he half, 
«ily a few days before, expressed bis approbation of ; and although 
the Common Council voted the address unanimously, ft the Cotfrt 
** had to wait half an hour before two aldermen could be found *t6 
“go up with it.” Alderman Bikch in the debate on Lbrd 
H A wkesbv air's answer, resumes his usual tone, and identifying 
^ministers with bis Majesty, with aU humility declares— That bfe 
4i could never go the length of daring to dispute his Majesty's right 

to answer it as he thought proper, however muchhe might la- 
u meat the terms of such answer/' If what this city sycophant ic 
annates be just, and we are to consider what every body knows to 
be the sentiments of ministers, as the sentiments of bis Majesty, "for 
which those ministers are not responsible, then farewell to the 
boasted right of Britons, of publicly canvassing the measures Of go- 
vernment. 

The resolutions passed by the common council on tb« kwuhin^ 
answer of ministers to their address, are drawn up in that spirited 
language becoming freemen of the metropolis of the British empire ; 
but uuless this language is followed up by corresponding conduct, 
it will be of little avail. Mr. Waitwman gave notice of moving 
another address to bis Majesty expressive of the 'sentiments of the 
court on the conduct of his Majesty's ministers on this occasion, 
and we hope, that he will shortly bring forward his motion. h\ 
the early part of the present reign the citizens of London were not 
appalled by the rudeness or insolence of a minister ; they presented 
petition on petition, and remonstrance on remonstrance. When 
they thought their privileges invaded by a wicked administration, And 
a corrupt house of Commons, they declared their sentiments abb 
resolutions, in the presence of bis Majesty, in the following just and 
animated terms . — “ The forms of the constitution, like those 
u of religion, were not established for the form's sake, but for 
*■* the substance ; and we call God and man to witness, that as we clb 
44 not owe our liberty to those nice and subtle distinctions which 
u places and pensions, and lucrative employments have intefiftd, 

u so neither will we be deprived of it by them; but as it to&$ gdbtiti 

, * . r 
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*Atyi tim stem «* rtue •*§ our mmmi&m % fhe virtue *f their 

M scendants it shall be preserved !”* 

The citizens of London have met with an additional insult from 
their chief magistrate, who on his entrance on office has been 
studious to exhibit himself as a minion of the present administration; 
and he could not have afforded a more substantial proof of his being 
so, than by his refusal to grant a common hall, on a respectable re- 
quisition for that purpose, because, truly, he judged it improper; 
thus refusing to the livery their undoubted right of assembling to de- 
liberate on public measures. 

In short, there has appeared a determination on the part of mi- 
sters, during the greater part of the present reign, to discourage the 
exercise of the right of petitioning by every means in their power: 
this determination is apparent, not only by the neglect shewn in 
presenting petitions; not only in returning answers in the language 
of insult, but even in the form of presenting such petitions. Until 
the present reign, the lord mayor, aldermen, and livery of the 
city of London, were received by the sovereign sitting on his throne 
by which means they were always suie of his Majesty's hearing 
their complaints, and of receiving an answer. A few years since 
they were informed by the secretary of state, that his Majesty 
would not in future receive any address, petitioner remonstrance 
from the livery, sitting on his throne; and consequently the citizens 
of the metropolis, have since been obliged to present their ad- 
dresses, at the levee, where his Majesty on receiving them, hands 
them without even looking them over, to the lord in waiting. 
When the usual adulatory addresses are presented from the com- 
mon council, it has “ been signified that a full attendance would 
* l be expected, as it was bis Majesty's wish to see ail the members; 
" but on a recent occasion it was signified that a deputation con- 
sisting of a few members only would be most acceptable !" But 
it will be in vain for the citizens of London to complain to the 
throne, of grievances ; to make fine speeches, or to pass spirited 
resolutions, if they do not act for themselves, and so far as is 
in their power, redress their own grievances. The annual election of 
the common council will shortly take place ; let the inhabitants of 
the different wards reject those men, who have for years past proved 
themselves to be the willing slaves of any administration. When 
the livery of London have an opportunity of electing magistrates, 
and more particularly representatives, let them choose independent 
men, and not such as they commonly have chosen, men distin- 
guished for their ignorance, selfishness, and servility. If they do 
not follow' up their language by corresponding conduct, they will 
sheiv to the world that they have W'eli deserved the insults already 
offered them; and that no insults w hich can be offered them in future 
* Address of the Livery to the King, March, 1770. 
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fn&ro the; most abandoned ofadmmistrotionsrwill be more t bkm 
their merited reward. 

r The recent public meetings have given rise to various discussions 
pn the state of public affairs, which have the natural tendency to 
arouse our countrymen from that state of apathy, to which may 
be attributed, in a considerable degree, most of oar national cala- 
n#t4es. Our readers will find in our Register , some information 
truly deserving of their serious attention respecting the waste of 
the public money, from the speeches of Mr.-CoBBBTT, whose 
Jorte seems to be ferreting out the veiwrin who prey ,upon the 
vitals of the nation. One passage in his speech on the nomination of 
a member for the county of Hants, and which our limits prevented 
us from inserting* is so remarkable, that we here present it to our 
readers. 

“ He that hath ears to hear let Itim hear ; for I am about 
“ speak of the enormous sums which Mr. George Rose, and his 
“ sons have received, and do receive, and are to receive, out of 
“ the pockets of this taxed nation. First, as treasurer of the navy 
“he received 4,3241. a-year ; next as clerk of parliament, which 
'* place he has for life, and iu which lie never has performed one 
“ hour’s duty, he receives, and has received, ever since the year* 
“ 1783, the sum of 3,2781. a year; next this place is granted to, his 
“ son Mr. George Henry Rose for life, who is .also a member 
4t of parliament; next, Mr. George Rose has another sinecure 
“ place, as keeper of the records in the exchequer, for which he 
<f receives 4001. a-year, and next his youngest son, Mr. William 
“ Stewart Rose has a sinecure place in the exchequer, for 
“ which he receives 2,1371. a-year; which sums put together make 

10,1391. a-year, which Mr. Rose and his sons receive out of the 

taxes raised upon us ; and he having upon an average, received 
“ about 50001. a-year in office salary 9 besides sinecures, since the 
“ year 1783, I am far within the compass when 1 assert, that he, 

“ and his sons alone have received, out of the taxes of this back- 
“ broken country, three hundred thousand pounds sterling !” 

It is these increasing abuses, this profligate waste of the public 
money, which not only occasions such an increase of our burdens, 
hut which poisons every department of government ; which spreads 
its baneful influence through both houses of the legislature ; wbidh 
renders our representative body radically corrupt ; and which it is 
to be feared, will hasten the period when the fatal prediction of 
Montesquieu will be fulfilled : — “ The constitution of England wilt 
4t lose its liberty — will perish. Have not Rome, Lacedaemon and 
4C Carthage perished ? It will perish when the legislative pouter 
*< shall have become more corrupt than the executive;” >- This is a 
subject of ten thousand limes greater consequence to the people of the 
British empire than the convention pf Gibtra ; and we shall deem 
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Ihat convention/ notwithstanding all its defects, (whether real or 
imaginary)a most happy event for this country, should k prove the 
means of arousing the energies of the people, of fixing their atten- 
tion on public grievances, of demanding a redress of those griev- 
ances, and above all, of using those means which the laws and the 
constitution have placed within their reach, for reforming them- 
selves, by rising above the temptations with which they are as- 
sailed by the patrons pf corruption ; by rejecting dependent, and 
chining independent representatives, in the senate, and in the differ- 
ent municipal departments. It is in vain for people to he clamorous* 
even against the corruptions of their governors, when they by their 
conduct prove they are nearly as corrupt themselves. It is the 
fetal union of depraved sentiments and feelings, which amidst the 
contentions of* parties, is so frequently displayed, that threatens the 
destruction of the country. 



AFFAIRS OF SPAIN. 

The reports on this important subject have for the past month 
been numerous, and contradictory. We were at its commencement 
amused with various accounts of important victories obtained by the 
Spaniards over the French; but these have given plaice to accounts 
more authentic ; by which it appears that the French aftnies, head - 
ed by their Einperor, have obtained easy and complete victories ; 
and that there h every reason to believe, that*fae wiM fulfil his pro- 
mise so recently made to the French senate, that he would shortly 
crown his brother. King of Spain, at Madrid. We shall not, we 
confess, be surprised at this result : after all the fine patriotic senti- 
ments we have read,: in our ministerial journals more particularly; 
of a whole nation rising in defence of their liberties, religion and 
their dearest interests ; after carefully attending to the proceedings 
of the different juntas, and of the central supreme junta, we have 
in vain searched for an object calculated to call forth* What is ab- 
solutely necessary, all the energies of a people who are determined 
u to live free or die!" The only objects hitherto held up to the 
Spaniards, are the restoration of a princej who has afforded demon- 
si rative evidence of his being unfit for the government of a great 
nation, more especially at a period of peculiar difficulty ; and the 
preservation, and increase of a religious, or rather an irreligious 
system of the vilest mixture of despotism, priestcraft and superstition 
feat ever disgraced any nation under heaven. How disgusting to 
hear men, pretending to be the regenerators of a people, confirming 
feem in all their most ancient, and worst prejudices, and the rege- 
hhrators’ ‘themselves,’ proclaiming war against the very first and 
fouqdafion principle of all just and good government — to- 
^BtfAlrtoN *to hear them idolatrously calling on hosts of 
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saints, the holy virgin, &c. &c. to assist then m fighting for the ; 
support of the miraculous conception, the holy inquisition, &c«^ 
It seems scarcely possible, that a people whose rulers are thus sunk < 
in slavery and superstition themselves, can effectually maintain their 
independence against the invasion of a powerful nation, used - to 
arms, and habituated to conquest; and, although we shall ever 
maintain, that the inhabitants of every country under heaten have 
a right to independence, to choose their own form of government* 
and to follow what system of religion they may judge best ; and 
who if they prefer slavery to liberty, and superstition to piety, or j 
to Worship saints and images, gods and goddesses, heroes and war- - 
riots* men the most virtuous, or the greatest scoundrels of (hfehn- 
man race, or cats and dogs, apes and monkeys, .or keksand onions*, 
(all of which objects of worship have been incorporated in different * 
religious establishments, and have all been equally contended* for* 
by the priests of those establishments) — although a nation bus a 
right to adopt its own fooleries in religion and government, with- 
out being hostilely interrupted by other nations, yet, when the con- 
test embraces fro other objects, it mnst be contemplated by the 
friends of the best interests of mankind with comparative indifife** 
rence. It is not improbable that the contest between France and 
Spain will be brought to a speedy conclusion. In the mean time 
we recommend to the serious attention of our readers, the admh 
ruble letter of: <our correspondent n Common Sense" inserted in 
the Register, wherein; the subject of Spanish affairs is placed in a 
superior light to that in which k has been held up by common po- 
liticians, and wfaidi may tend to rectify certain popular errors; and* 
above all to confirm the faith of those who believe in the doctrine 
of a perfectly wise and righteous Providence; the only doctrine; 
that can afford a solid, and an immovable ground of satisfitetioff* 
in such a world as the present* and at such a peculiarly eventtisl 
period as that we are now contemplating. > 


The Court or, Inquiry, after sitting seven days, has adjourned tiff 
the arrival of .Sir Harry Burrard. It appears from the. evidence of the offi- 
cers already examined, that the public have been, as we suspected, much 
imposed upoii by the pompous accounts of Sir Arthur Wellesley; that the 
Convention was a measure judged necessary at the time, by the concur- 
rent opinion of the general officers, and that Sir A. Weflesley, as appears 
by his letter to the Bishop of Oporto, saw 44 nothing extraordinary id it, ,# 
»Ubo’ Sir Arthur's memory is of so singular a construction chat he does net 
recollect having written die letter. It is more and more apparent, that the 
expedition was very ill provided with the necessary means for following up 
the victory. A parliamentary inquiry will he absolutely necessary, if 7 tk 
business is to be fairly investigated.— -Parliament are to rape t oa the 
16ih. of January. t 

Harlow , November 29. £. F. 
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gious, to plunder them of their property, and to murder their per- 
sons. When, the religious liberties of a people are firmly established, 
when the corrupt alliance between church and state is so far dissol- 
ved, that the former is kept separate, its ministers provided 
with a maintenance proportionate to their labours, and are not suf- 
fered by virtue of their spiritual authority to lord it iu the state; 
~wheii the clmrch (so long as an established church is desired by tbe 
people) is red deed to her proper level, and the grand principles of 
toleration, of religious liberty are “ consecrated," there is abundant 
reason to hope, that the principles of civil and political liberty, will 
ere long follow. May the French Emperor still further advance the 
felicity of France, by granting her the only solid, permanent secoAy 
for her newly possessed civil and religious privileges — a FREE con- 
stitution ; and may the same blessings be extended to the inba- 
bitants of other countries, which have been conquered, or which may 
he conquered by his arms; that the triumphs of justice, liberty* and 
< humanity, may obliterate the remembrance of the triumphs of inept}!* 
* nate ambition. This will indeed prove, iu the truest and best s ease 
of the terms, the advancement of the “ interests of religion, and go* 
cial order,"- the M restoration of the liberties aud independence 6f 
" the continent," and will (completely effect the M deliverance of E*» 
4t rope.” Thus will it appear, that the great governor of the world, 
is, in the admiuistration of his wise and righteous Providence, pro* 
ducing, by what instruments, and means lie deems proper, good 
out of evil, order out of confusion, and harmony out of discord f~ 


BRITISH DECLARATION ON THE LATE OVERTURES 
FOR PEACE. 

The recent Overtures made by the Emperors of France, and of 
k Russia, to the British court, have terminated as ministers and their 
4 supporters wished, and as every body expected. The correspon- 
dence between the respective powers will of course be laid befoj£ 
parliament; the declaration, howeVer, enables us so far 
* judge of the merits of the case, that there is little difficulty in cog- 
j eluding, that those who made the overtures could scarcely expect 
- they would be accepted, and that those who rejected them haye 
i little disposition for the business of negociation, were ei^rutuilttmces 
even more favourable than they confessedly are at presents "f y ^ , 

" Neither the .French nor the Russian Emperor could reagggibty 
^expect, that ; as matters, then stood, when the efforts ©fc tfi4‘ 
guards in capturing, and expelling the French forces 
-attended with some; success ; when it was well 
imniatars.had entered i*t* engagements #itk tbose inmitiil wllb 
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1W IWfth orify," and who had the command of the Spanish 

fe rifteft fc s^n ’stkch circumstances it could not by their Imperial 
Irfajestiesbe reasonably expected, that the British court would, as 
lgHMiiSha^ !$ to negotiation, agree to abandon the Spaniards, and 
them to the dominion of France. On the other 
^^ctiafident language of our ministers respecting the affair# 
discovers their own temerity, and too plainly proves their 
tody-to embark, but to persevere in any cause, how- 
W^ifcepefess,' with’oht duly considering, whether the result *o 
Jjfefe Midtty 'may not prove equally calamitous and* disgraceful. It 
tor atiy impartial observer of the affairs of Spain, yrt 
determine, whether the resistance to the Change of the 
JPwlJfw the u glorious effort of the people in behalf of their legi- 
Sovereign, and in defence of the independence of their 
only a partial insurrection, instigated by nobles ’ and 
which the great majority of the people behold with 
JMfekdlficev ; ' As to this " loyal people contending for the preserva- 
ftrtky thing deat to man we have yet to discover a sin- 
has been held up to them worth fighting for. The 
the people at large has been curiously displayed, in 
they discovered, when their okl king, who had 
Mgiedf *ov& them so many years, was, by a party, suddenly ca- 
Wfai&f drafts his deposed Majesty himself informed the world* 
^^Jf^icl/’tbrough fear of his life, to resign the government to hit 
wj>lay of loyalty, somewhat similar; was manifested by the 
IJmiirar icWards their new king, in quietly suffering him to leave. 
Ifceidagdotti, and to throw himself into the hands of the French 
restoration, not of the father but of the aon* the 
ftefcra&ft and increase of the Roman catholic religion at the 
superstition, the re-establishment of the jesuits, — these 
HfeWautf objects which the Spanish Junta have held up to the 
' ‘-^^^^VihHuce them to rise in a mass ; — these are the objects which 
government of Britain describes as comprising “ all 
'X > fM|t%f t ^Sear to man!" And this is the cause which “ bis Britan* 
^^jSajesty has solemnly pledged himself to sustain V How long 
Will be persevered in, it may not be very easy to deter- 
t it will not Cxcite our surprise, if it should turn out, that, 
pledges which his Majesty's ministers have presumed 
ishamCV idurin^ the last and present war, it should at 
^fey^iid^ned. * 

abounds; as usual, with invectives on the 
mjtfetiee of the French government;" and the Rus- 
hbmesin for the like compliment. Some of the mi- 
ftforajrc, first what has given their masters so much 
n is/ that part of t he reply of Napoleon, in 
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which he observes, “ That it would not be more unreasonable oik 
u his part to propose admitting the catholics of Ireland as a 
party to any negociation, than that his Britannic Majesty should 
“ propose admitting the Spanish insurgents.” We shall be better 
able to judge on this part of the subject, when the correspondence 
is laid before the public ; but when all the circumstances attending 
the insurrection in Ireland a few years since, generally termed re- 
bellion, and the Spanish insurrection , rebellion, or revolution, for 
the course of events must hereafter, as in ail similar cases, finally 
settle the term, it may perhaps be discovered, that there is a sting 
in the sarcasm of Napoleon that naturally excited the fretfulness* 
and asperity of ministers. As to the charge brought agaip$t Franca 
of “ assuming a right to depose and imprison friendly sovereigns ; 

“ forcibly to transfer to herself the allegiance of independent na- 
“ lions,” and of “ usurpation which has no parallel in the tustgry 
49 of the world,” our ministers must have had very bad memories* 
or have lost all sense of right and wrong in the affairs of nations* 
to have thus committed themselves. The whole world is> tolerably 
well acquainted with a certain nation, the rulers of which have uof 
only " deposed and imprisoned,” but put to death, “ friendly sove- 
99 reigns,” who had reposed in them the most implicit confidence, 
and, who have “ transferred to themselves the allegiance,” the pro^ 
perty, and the territory of many independent nations. We sup* 
pose it will scarcely be contended, that such deeds were less afro* 
cious because they were committed in Asia instead of Europe. 

It will not likewise be forgotten as long as the world stands, that 
the same nation invaded a neighbouring power, when in a state of 
friendship, plundered her merchants on the high seas, fired her ca- 
pital, robbed her arsenals, stole her fleet, and thus committed an 
outrage on all laws, human and divine, and of which it indeed may 
justly be said, “ there is no parallel iu the history of the w orld !” 

But after all the ill humour, and the unwillingness to negociate^ 
discovered in the declaration, we are glad to fipd some abate- 
ment of that most intolerable pride and insolence, so conspicuous 
last year, in all our answers to the different overtures of France* 
as- well as of other powers. We are no longer insulted with the 
language of a few bedlamites — " That we ought not to treat with . . 
u such a restless despot as Napoleon— ^that as we can never trust 
him in a state of peace, which will only allow him time to make - 
e* more effectual preparations for the accomplishment of his pro- 
ejects, we had better remain in a state of war.” Mr. Canning, 
as we predicted he would, rather than lose his place, condescends ; 
to offer " to treat even with the atrocious usurper of France,” (as 
that sagacious statesman styled Napoleon within these six : 
months) “ either on the basis of the uti possidetis, or on any other j, 




Digitized by Google 



HU Britannic Mafeotjf* Declaration. 


hatx I 


MAfetat with justice, honour and eqtrtMty/’ We hate 
filth i that should the events of another campaign turn out 
kfd&Uttttim as those of the past, and more especially, should tho 
jftid^^pding under the weight of additional burthens, generally, 
petition for peace, that the tone of ministers would be 
‘Considerably lowered. At present, however, we can 
Afi^£ r ‘hotitifig from them, but professions of 44 fairness and 
i" for it is evident they are still casting a “ longing 
fingering look" at the continent ; fearing that nothing is to 
ttiihpefteri from any longer poring over the last leaf of the chapter 
fiftitouhinSpain, they have still a hope that a leaf may be turned 
iMVlii abhie ether country. 44 That among the nations which groan 
* Htl M i r the tyranny of French alliance, or among those which 
^fcjartai.1 against France a doubtful and precarious independence, 
$ z 9H&’$h*y be some which are balancing between the certain ruin 
WiPd 1 prolonged inactivity, and the contingent dangers of air effort 
themselves from that ruin/’ As to the M groans” of the 
jMBfit’fci alliance with France, they are principally to be beard 
fftfifi^British cabinet; and with respect to those powere which 
against France," by remaining at peace with her, "a 
and precarious existence/ —those powers, learning Wis- 
dH|iM#hai< past experience, appear to be tolerably well convince#, 
U 4 renewal of the war on their part, their “ existence/* 
* Rk tmich longer be either “ doubtful ot precarious !” No* 
dhlg therefore, tho invitations, and the endeavours of 
b%b ] embroil the emperor of Austria, and other states of 
I in a new war, there is reason to believe, they will not find 
tipwe l sf those states, who have not learned the lesson which 
Vldktfhft&are, in spite of -the experience of the last twenty year% 
(ho t toleam— a lesson we have frequently inculcated on onr 
i $~>~That all attempts on the part of the old government* 
„ 7 ' io diminish, by force of arms , the power, and the biflu- 

WWV'VllMif, will terminateSn their increase . 

. - - 

)u . , 1 ^ " 


ir 



AFFAIRS OF PORTUGAL, 


( been matter of surprise, that our ministers, instead of em- 
oor ^otces during the months of slimmer and autumn in the 
&pain,,; where they miglit probably havef afforded some 
^ djmta&ce to the Spanish armies in expelling tlie French, 
^ the country against invasion, should have employed 
di wt^re they have been of such comparatively tri- 
fyhere even victories have been followed by a 
__ ’advantages of which have evidently been on the 
iS<5, ‘and productive of discontent and indignation in the 
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people of this country. fet now, however, tarns out, that ateg? 
British army is necessary in Portugal, u to keep in awe," at ibfc* 
ministerial writers inform us, “ the refractory Portuguese/' DM 
putes between the inhabitants and our soldiery, it appears, bave'tn^ 
sen to such a height at Oporto, that popular tumultehave followed 
and a number of lives have been lost on both sides. The cause of tbeUP 
tumults is confidently reported to be — The hatred of the Portugncafr 
to the Regency.;'— that government appointed by the court of Porta** 
gal on its departure to the Brazils ; and whose authority the goteirt-* 
went of Britain is engaged to establish and uphold. Thua'aaiU 
ilisters are lavishing our resources in defence of a country, the* Mife 
habitants of which appear to be filled with indignation, and to be rismgt 
against their defenders ! If a judgment may be formed of the re* 
geney from its manner of exercising its authority, the new goVertt** 
went seems to be similar to that, miserable compound of weakness? 
and depravity which constituted the old government that so long* 
misruled the country; and the dissolution of which, judging frdtat 
the conduct 0 / the people at large, was to them a matter of liter 
most perfect indifference. . ' • 6\ 

The letters which have been published from some of the British' 
officers in Portugal, represent the country to be in the most deploib-^ 
ble state of poverty and anarchy, and the inhabitants as totally 1 
destitute of patriotism; the more wealthy belonging 'to the eaptUdt 
being determined to leave the kingdom in case of tbe return oTtbo 
French; a spirit of indifference pervading tbe lower classes t **& 
tbe measures of the regency in assisting their allies aud defenders* 
the British forces, tardy and ineffectual! What an idea is here gi- 
ven to the world of another of those V regular governments of Eu- 
“ rope/' whose fall it has been so much tbe fashipp, in this land of 
freedom more particularly, to lament and whine over; and what it 
still more extraordinary, for tbe restoration of which we must pec* 
severe in a war, without any rational prospect of, -success; cuxl 
which every years experience affords additional evidence, .that. tht 
more obstinate our perseverance, the more shall we be involved in 
difficulties. Such was the experience of the last war, which wap at 
length terminated by an unavoidable, but a disgraceful treaty of 
peace, when every object, fox; the attainment of wjnchpOUr rulers 
bad so repeatedly persuaded an infatuated |>eople the war YfQ&Jimt 
and necessary, was yielded tq th$ r enemy, whose dominion? / and 
whose power were at the same Jim? so considerably augipeutah ap 
to render him the sovereign of the principal part of Europe- 
experience of the present war, a war originating jp th e santa ^p^ 
ciples of injustice and fplly as th^ last, affords froip yeaf. Jptyaajj, 
additional evidence that it? termination will be sinpktf. j Britain* 
thci;e is the utmost reaspp to fey, must aj^iii yi$d. 
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l)j|pee } ni that France will again be triumphant, and her power 
tfpjfjerably augmented. We can have no rational hope of a dif 
JfcfUjU, result* so long as the main object of the war is what has been 
^dieokmsiy termed “ the deliverance of Europe/' or in plainer 
honest language, the support, or the restoration of those 
j^j^^popriocipled, despotic governments, the fall of which is beheld 
l y j folT people,, whose rights they have so long trampled on, if not 
fee lion, and exultation, at least with apathy and indiifer- 
, every citizen of the world, every friend of the human race 
- JdfpUier countries, rejoicing at such a fail, if by that means govern* 
p^t|%fouiKled on the bights of man, on the principles of jus- 
humanity, may be established on the ruins. 
t* AN* the accounts we have had of the state of Portugal ; Of the 
<'f the old government, and the indifference of the people, 
have thought it almost impossible, that at a public meet- 
city of London, within the course of the past week, suck 
(0£Qf&tj& the. following should have been given : — “ May the PoN 
of Europe, of the Islands of Brazil, of Africa, and of 
9 ^Asig, never forget, that the name — Royal family of Bragantur, 
an^i will be at all times , the signal of the restoration of 
y and independence !” — The toast was given 
PprAugueze ambassador ; we must therefore suppose his ex- 
” — ^ Ji^ve, given it seriously ; but a more severe satire on the 
of Braganza/’ and on the people of Portugal and her 
^^dependencies, it was impossible for language to convey ! 

' ' ’ ,,, 

*$#*&*'. : * > 

♦H® AFFAIBS OF SPAIN. 

> fcjtWfWnch bulletins give ns a regular account of the progress 
101 nf Fiance ; and of the defeats in particular of the 
1 arintes of Spain, those of Generals Blake, and Cas- 

‘These defeats are acknowledged in the different accounts 
1 ^®|^k^havebeen received, to have been complete, and the French 
‘ l iig fafctei scarcely more unfavourable to the Spaniards than 
'iotao. ’ It appears certain that the French have entered 
akd the public are anxiously waiting for the particulars. 
Itbut&ble accounts have likewise been received repecting X\ik 
t pf the different detachments of the British forces; doubt* 

I of their being able to effect a junction, and appfe- 
B’$fe**xcifa} fcespecting Ihe safety of part of them. In the 
^^odditiongl preparations are going forward for the 
the < Spaniards, and a large army under the 
If&r Abthub Wellesley is talked of for the pur- 
advicfesj wiU, 'it is probable, determine ministers 
l troops to Spain, hr should the accounts 
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continue to be unfavourable from that quarter, to Portugal, in 
which country it is confidently reported, the British forces are to 
be concentrated, that they may not only secure that kingdom, but 
be at hand to act in Spain according to circumstances. Respecting 
the wisdom of such a plan, there seems to be Various opinions, but 
ministers must do something, and at present there appears to be no 
other object in view, in continuing the war, but resisting the designs 
of Napoleon respecting that kingdom. 

After all the professions of patriotism, and the reports of the 
spirit, and unanimity, and the determined resolution of the people 
at large to preserve the independence of the country, to repel 
their invaders, and to restore their “ beloved King Ferdinand,* 
it is now suspected, that our countrymen have been very much 
deceived by the publications of tiie Spanish juntas, and generals. 
We have had on paper , different armies amounting to half a 
million of men ; and these were not more than might rationally 
have been ex^ercTed from a country, the population of which 
amounts to twelve millions, engaged in a cause comprising in it, 
every thing dear to man ?’* It is now generally understood, that 
not a fifth part of the number mentioned have ever been embodied, 
that many of those who were, have deserted, and that the mass of 
the people behold the struggle with indifference. Several of the 
letteis of our officers complain of the coldness of the reception 
given to our troops by the inhabitants in general. One of these 
letters contains the following remarkable passage: — “ This is a 
u wretched country. I am sure the French would do them good, 
“ but as an Englishman, I cannot wish them to gain a footing 
M here .... The Spaniards do not act with that spirit they 
“ might/* We confess that we are not surprised, that the Spa- 
niards in general do not evince the ardour which inspires the 
hearts of those who understand the nature and the value of liberty, 
and who are determined to live free or die. We repeat what we 
so often have had reason to assert, that their leaders have done little 
more than confirm them in all those prejudices, which tend rather 
to rivet, than to break their chains. The oaths imposed on the 
members of the junta, the generals, &c. are a disgrace to men 
professing to be the regenerators of a nation, and are only becoming 
the supporters of despotism and priestcraft. When they even use 
language of a nature somewhat different, and promise to their 
countrymen, at a future period, some general reforms in a govern- 
ment which all parties united in pronouncing “ execrable/' or, as 
the supreme junta expresses it, “ if that may be called government, 
“ which was one continued and monstrous dilapidation these 
very promises are mingled with such absurdities as naturally land 
to excite suspicion whether they are ever meant to be fulfilled. 
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Alluding to the promised reform, the junta adds — <f It is time that 
“ the voice of the law only should begin to command, founded on 
" general utility. This was the desire of our good and unfortunate 
* monarch ; this was the path he pointed out , even during an unjust 
H captivity to which a perfidious traitor reduced him/' It is a pity 
that this “ good and unfortunate monarch/' whilst he was “ point- 
" ing out the path of national reform/' could not 94 point out" for 
himself “ the path" of common sense. He would not, in that case* 
after complaining of the unjust accusations of his enemies, that is, 
his father and his ministers, who charged him with traitorous de- 
signs; in the course of a month have acknowledged the justice of 
those accusations, and in the most humiliating manner, asked par- 
don; nor would he afterwards, when exalted to the sovereignty, 
have, ideot like, left his kingdom, and placed himself at the absolute 
controul and disposal of the French Emperor ; who so far from 
“ perfidiously concealing his designs/' had by letter given the new 
King fair notice of what he might expect. The constant language 
of fulsome adulation offered by the junta, and the different autho- 
rities, tp Ferdinand VII. who has never discovered a single trait 
of greatness, and their firm attachment to the old system of religious 
despotism, too evidently discover that the leaders of the Spanish 
nation are not qualified to be the regenerators of a people, who have 
been for ages sunk in ignorance, superstition, and vice, nor for 
the arduous task of arousiug them to such exertions as are absolute- 
ly necessary to their recovering their liberties, and preserving their 
independence. Had the national constituent assembly of France, 
acted in the same manner as the junta of Spain, the Duke of 
Brunswick would have found little obstruction in his march to 
Paris, or in his conquest of the kingdom* 

What indeed has confirmed us in the opinion, that the supreme 
junta of Spain is principally composed of the tools of the established 
priesthood, is the decree for recalling the jEsuiTSja society held in 
Such just infamy by all Europe, that not only the different courts, 
but even the Pope of Rome (Ganganelli), judged their suppression 
absolutely necessary. To permit individuals of any, and every sect, 
to enjoy the rights of humanity and of citizenship, is a part of 
wisdom and justice ; but for the junta of Spain, in one of their first 
acts, to shew their attachment to this suppressed order, and to in- 
rite its return, shews their rooted attachment to the most vicious, 
and corrupt part of the old Romish church. What would be the 
tte state of Spain, if in addition to the swarms of ecclesiastics which 
have so long fed on her vitals, the jesuits were again to be permitted 
to re-establish their societies, and by their iniquitous arts to regain 
Iheir former power and influence, in church and state! 

ft VOL. IV. 
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The French bulletins represent the Spanish monks as in the lowest 
state of degradation, and by no means to be compared with those 
of Germany, Italy, and France. “ The monks of Spain are drawn 
“ from the very dregs of the people; they are ignorant and drunken, 
" and can only be compared to people employed in slaughter-houses ; 
$t they are illiterate, and have the very manner and appearance of 
“ it; it is only over the lowest classes that they have any influence. 

A citizen would think himself dishonoured in admitting a monk 
“ to his table. As to the unfortunate Spanish peasants, we can only 
“ compare them to the Fellahs of Egypt ; they have no property ; 
“ every thing belongs to the monks , or to some powerful home. The 
“ liberty of keeping an inn is a feudal right ; yet in a country so fa- 
“ voured by nature, we find neither posts nor inns. The taxes 
u even are alienated, and belong to the lords. The great have de- 
“ generated to such a degree, that they are without energy, without 
“ merit, and even without influence/' This description of both the 
monks and the people of Spain accords with that of travellers in 
general ; and yet, we are gravely told by our ministers, that the Spa- 
niards in fighting for the old monarchy, and the old popish church 
establishment, which have reduced them to their present deplo- 
rable state, “ are cqji tending for the preservation of all thatjs deer 
“ to man !" 

In the 10th. bulletin, as we have given it to our readers, there is 
a material omission in the translation ; and which we find to have 
been made in most of the public prints. We inserted our copy from 
the Morning Post: the Morning Chronicle has made the same 
omission. The design of the editors in thus suppressing some of the 
most important parts of these official papers we leave others to judge of: 
we hope, however, they will not deal thus unfairly with the public 
in future. The passage, for its importance, deserves to be recorded 
in the most public manner, as it holds out the suppression of insti- 
tutions once thought by protestants all over the world, as the 
greatest scourges of the human race, but which a power, once the 
boasted supporter of the protestant interest, now consider as bles- 
sings, the preservation of which is “ most dear to man!" The pas- 
sage to which we allude is as follows : — 

“Tn truth, aud without doing injustioe to the bravery of our 
*' soldiers, it may be asserted, that there cannot be worse troops 
u than the Spanish. Like the Arabs, they can lurk behind houses, 
t( but they have no discipline, no knowledge of manoeuvres, and it is 
/ impossible for them to make any resistance in a field of battle. 
/ The very mountains have afforded them but a feeble protection^ 

but thanks to the power of the inquisition, the influence of the 

monks, their dexterity to seize all pens, and to make them speak 
4 ‘ all languages, it is still believed throughout great part of Spam 
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" that Blake has been victorious, that the French army has been 
i( destroyed, and the imperial guard taken ! Whatever may be the 
momentary success of these wretched shifts, and of these ridicu- 
lous effects, THE REIGN OF THE INQUISITION IS AT AN END ! 

“ Its revolutionary tribunals will no longer torment any country 
“ in Europe. In Spain, as well as at Rome, the inquisition 

* SHALL BE ABOLISHED, AND THE HORRID SPECTACLE OF 
" AUTO-DA-FES SHALL BE REPEATED NO MORE ! This reform 
“ shall be effected in spite of the religious zeal of the English ; in 
“ spite of the alliance which they have formed with the monkish im- 
u posters , who have given our Lady del Pilar, and the saints ofVaL 
“ ladolid the power of speech ! England has for her allies, exclu- 
u sive monopoly, the inquisition, and the Franciscans ; all are alike 
u t# her if she can but sow discord among nations, and deluge the 
u continent with blood.”* 

By the arrival of the 14th. 15th. and l6th. of the French 
bulletins, we are put in possession of the particulars of the entrance 
of the Emperor with his army into Madrid; which, although de- 
fended by 60,000 men, and 100 pieces of artillery, surrendered 
after a slight resistance. The people in general judged it more 
prudent to surrender, than to put in execution the threat pub- 
lished a short time since, of u burying themselves under the ruins 
" of the city.” We are glad to find so little blood has been shed, 
and that as soon as the French forces were in possession of the city, 
pardon and oblivion were proclaimed. What are become of the 
major part of the 60,000 men in arras is a matter of doubt ; some 
of our newspaper editors still profess to entertain sanguine hopes, 
that the majority have retired ; that they will rally in some othe^ 
part of Spain, and uniting with their countrymen, with the as- 
sistance of Britain, hereafter be able to repel the invaders; but as 
Napoleon took due care to defeat and to scatter the principal 
armies of Spain before he advanced to the capital ; as the bulletins 
meution, that the disarming of the people proceeded without obstruc- 
tion, and as so much time has been lost, which with proper spirit 
en the part of the people, and proper management on the part of 
their rulers, and their ally, might have been improved in such a 
manner as that a respectable defence w ould have been the result — 
the favourable opportunity being lost, it is not very probable that 
there, will be any considerable obstacle to the complete conquest 
of the kingdom 

To assist the Spaniards in their arduous struggle, the merchants 
bf London have had a meeting for the purpose of entering into a 

* See the 10th. Bulletin, Regi$ter t p. 379. The above passage should 
have b6en inserted after the h. paragraph, ending with the word 
“ Bidassoa.” / 
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voluntary subscription to supply the armies in Spain, with such ne^ 
cessaries as may not be provided by government. About 3.5,0001. 
have been subscribed, a sum in itself of little consequence for the 
purposes professed ; and when ministers thought it necessary to in- 
form the meeting that they had already sent large supplies of cloth-f- 
ing Ac. to Spain, and that they had contracted for still larger sup- 
plies, there seems to have been some difficulty respecting the appli- 
cation of the money. The principal end of the meeting appears to have 
been, that individuals might have an opportunity of shewing their 
approbation of the cause in which the Spaniards are engaged. The 
gentlemen of the committee will, however, we trust, be careful that 
such a sum of money may be properly applied. It is a question 
which deserves consideration — Whether its application for the pur- 
pose for which it is professedly raised, will answer any valuable end I- 
The subscribers would do well to reflect, on the misery which, more 
particularly at the present inclement season, pervades the lower 
classes of their countrymen, many of whom, are, in various parts of 
the kingdom pressed down under the burthens of increasing tax*, 
atfon ; and to whom such a sum, properly distributed, would afford 
a most seasonable relief. On such an occasion, we are persuaded the 
,©ld proverb might be happily illustrated — charity begins at homkI 
Mr. Perceval in his letter to the subscribers informed them, 
that government had contracted for suits of clothing, and cloth for 
245,400 men; great coats and cloth for 100,000 men; for a 
monthly supply of 60,000 pair of shoes, together with large 
quantities of cloth for shirting, sheeting, Ac. and that considerable 
quantities of these had been already sent We cannot help sus- 
pecting, that the supplies of clothing forwarded by ministers to the. 
Spaniards, like their military supplies, arrived somewhat too late. 
How can we otherwise account for the wretched state of one of the 
principal of the Spanish armies, that under General Blake, which 
is described by their commander, as having been, (in November 
last) for fourteen days together, “ continually in the open air, 
during rainy nights, and the most inclement weather, all without 
** hats, and a great part of them without clothes , or even shoes on 
“ stockings , and passing whole days without food, undergoing with 
“ alacrity the greatest fatigues/' Where were the British supplies ; 
and we may add, what were the Spaniards, who were sitting at 
their ease at home, whilst their countrymen were enduring these 
** hardships,” — what were they about ? Why was not the wealth of 
the nobles, wtib the enormous, overgrown riches of the church on 
*uch an occasion called forth 1 If a people possessed of such rich 
resources as the Spaniards, instead of exerting themselves, depend 
on foreign nations for their principal support, it is impossible the 
mase in which they are engaged, notwithstanding all the pro* 
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Cessions of their leaders, can be considered of that magnitude, 
as to comprise, the liberties, the religion, the independence of a 
great people, who consider themselves as “ contending for the pre- 
servation of all that is dear to man V 


CONVENTION OF CINTRA. 

The principal part of the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, 
since our last, have related to Sir Harry Burrard, who delivered 
in his narrative, from which it appears that Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley was desirous to advance on the 1 8th of August after the 
battle of the 17th. as well as on the evening of the 21st- after the 
battle of Vimeira, but that Sir Harry did not think it in either 
instance advisable. “ I was of opinion (said Sir Harry,) that it was 
“ not expedient to adopt that intention, especially as Sir Arthur 
“ Wellesley had communicated to me the difficulties the army 
(< laboured under, from the want of cavalry and artillery horses, 
“ and the impracticability of moving the army to any considerable 
" distance from the victualling ships. The decision I came to, 
“ namely, that the army should halt, was a serious one, but in 
** my mind amply justified by the considerations opposed to its 
u advance. The enemy greatly out-numbered the British in cavalry, 
“ and the nearer they approached the defences surrounding Lisbon, 
“ the nearer were they to their resources. In such a state of things 
“ had the British army received a check, the disasters might have 
“ been incalculable. I therefore thought it most proper to desist 
“ from an advance till a junction was formed with the remaining 
“ part of the British army : and I felt great satisfaction that my 
“ brother officers, whose talents and experience were unquestion - 
“ able , concurred with me in the propriety of that opinion.” 

Sir Harry Burrard farther observed, that “ When he pre- 
“ vented the army from advancing, he did not understand that any 
“ part of the enemy’s troops could be gpt off ; but from the idea 
“ which he had formed of the battle, he then thought , and still 
“ thought, that his determination not to advance was right . — 
“Those who know him well, will readily give credit to the grief 
“ which he felt, when he found himself under the necessity of pre- 
“ venting a victorious army from pursuing a flying enemy. He 
“ regretted that no person of his staff was now in this country, to 
“give evidence upon his behaviour on that important occasion. 
“ If there were, he trusted the court would not blame bim for any 
“culpable neglect. Of the resolution which he had taken, he 
“ took the whole responsibility upon himself, and acted from the 
tl impression of what he saw, and if he committed any error, it was, 

at most, an error in judgment/' 
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After Sir Harry bad concluded his observations. Sir Arthur 
Wellesley begged leave to declare to the court — “ That he gave 
* Sir Harry credit for having acted from the most pure and bo- 
44 nourable motives, but he always thought that his resolution not 

to pursue the enemy was an error in judgment,” which candid 
and honourable declaration from the officer who had so materially 
differed from Sir Harry in opinion, so sensibly affected the latter, 
that he shed tears. 

Sir H. Dalrymple then read a paper, in which he express- 
ed his hope, “ that any opinions which he had . given about the 
" operations of the army in Portugal, would not be considered as 
u the result of presumptuous rashness. The terms of the Armistice 
34 arid the convention had ail been discussed in the presence of his 
44 brother officers, and he believed he was fully justified in stating 
44 that the great principle had been sanctioned by their unanimous 
44 consent . He then thought, and did still think, that in concluding 
44 the convention he acted in the best manner for the interests of the 
44 country. That opinion he could not relinquish till a higher au- 
44 thority should pronounee that he was wrong. Even in that case, 
44 without very unexpected lights on the subject, he could not give 
44 up his own judgment, although he must submit to whatever mor- 
44 tifications such a declaration must subject him.” 

The members of the court then conversed for a short time, when 
Sir David Du nd as, the president, addressed the auditory, and 
said, that the evidence was then concluded, and that the further 
proceedings were not of a public nature. 

The Report of the court has been since laid before the King, by 
the Duke of York, and after a consideration of the whole subject, 
and the decision upon it, his Majesty has ordered the court to be 
re-assembled : his ministers being of opinion that the Report does 
not relate to all the points which were submitted to the investiga- 
tion of the board; and therefore it is ordered to be assembled again, 
for the purpose of enlarging their inquiry. 

Whatever may be the opinion of the court, the public are pretty 
well enabled to form their judgment from the narratives given by 
the different commanding officers, and the evidence of the different 
witnesses, supposing that it is to be depended on, equally as if it had 
been given on oath. It is evident that with respect to the convention, 
there was a general agreement between the officers as to the pro- 
priety if not the necessity of it ; that so far from tlie French officers, 
and the army in general, being allowed to plunder the inhabitants, 
General Kellerman, who conducted the business of the armis- 
tice, and the convention, on the part of the French, gave his word 
of honour to the contrary ; that all the confident assertions of our 
ministerial priuts, of the disapprobation of Sir A. Wellesley o 
the terms of the armistice ; of ids being compelled as a junior 
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officer to affix iris signature ; of his entering his protest agaiust 
the measure, are false; and, indeed, scandalous aspersions oa 
the character of Sir Hew Dalrymplr ; that the abuse throws 
oo the Duke d’AfiRANTES, and the Freuch army, as extrar 
ordinary plunderers, is groundless. It farther appears, that the 
grand difference of opinion between the commanding officers, relates 
to Sir A. Wellesley and Sir H. Bu heard]; the former being 
anxious to follow up his victory, by an immediate pursuit of the 
French; the lafter, however, differing in opinion; as he did not 
conceive the. vicjtoiy on our part, nor the discomfiture of the French 
to be so complete, as to a|low, in the circumstances the army was 
placed, of such a pursuit. The question however, whetlierthe opi- 
nion of Sir Arthur, or Sir Harry was correct, is a matter which 
remains to be decided ; and we are rather inclined to believe, as the 
Court of Inquiry, has not, on account of the deficiency of its autho- 
rity to examine witnesses on oath , and as Sir Harry Burrard 
declared that many of the officers wdiose evidence was necessary to 
bis complete justification, were out of the kingdom, that his con- 
duct must become the subject of inquiry before a court martial. 
As to the armistice, and fhe convention, after all the discontent and 
indignation shewn by our countrymen, from the evidence of each 
of the commanders, it appears to have been absolutely necessary, 
and that the terms, all circumstances considered, were by no mean* 
disgraceful. 

There are however, various important points which require inves- 
tigation, and without which it will be impossible to form a correct 
judgment on this important subject. It does not yet appear wbat were 
the number of the French forces, at the time of concluding the armis- 
tice, and the reports on the subject are various. The reason of 
appointing three officers iu such quick succession, which produced 
disagreement, demands a serious inquiry ; this, aud what is a sub- 
ject of still {greater importance, the defective state of the British 
army with respect to cavalry and artillery, complained of by all 
{he commanders in Portugal, and that at a time when there were 
More than a sufficiency of each at home, and to which defective 
slate our officers seem universally to ascribe the uncertainty of our 
army being able to follow up their victories, so as to expel the 
French fron? Portugal, — this most important part of the business 
^annot be completely investigated either by a board of officers ap- 
pointed by the crown, or a court martial, and therefore imperious- 
ly ty demands a parliamentary inquiry; and this, which is 
^h® only mode by which the public can obtain complete satisfaction, 
as it must necessarily occasion a serious inquiry into the conduct of 
ministers, the authors of the w hole plan of the campaign, will, w r e 
denture to predict, be obstinately resisted, and the minister’s liega- 
^ will be approved by his usual triumphant majority. 
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istdl A NOTORIOUS PUBLIC PECULATOR BROUGHT TO JUSTtC& 

After a long investigation before a commission of inquiry ; after a 
long delay on the part of ministers, the conduct of Alexander 
Davison, Esq. has at length been investigated in a court of 
justice. On the 7th. instant, this important cause between the 
contractor and the public, was tried in the court of King’s Bench 
before Lord Ellenborough, and a special jury. Mr. Davison 
was accused of charging a commission of two and a half per cent 
on goods furnished to the barrack office out of his own stores , 
and producing false vouchers to indicate to the office, that the 
goods had been purchased of real merchants \ w h6r£ds it was 
proved, these merchants were no other than his own clerks, whom 
he ordered to make out bills, and sign receipts, that he might 
afterwards charge the commission for purchasing his own goods. 
The evidence agaiust the delinquent was clear, and the jury after 
a short consultation, brought him in guilty. This cause, it 
Ought to be carefully noted by the public, embraced only one 
of the charges brought by the commissioners, and that there are 
others which yet call loudly for farther investigation. The public 
have frequently been amused with panegyrics on the ardent 
loyalty, the pure patriotism, the noble hospitality, the princely 
entertainments, of this Commander of the St. James’s, volunteers, 
this parliamentary trustee for the purchase of an estate for the heir 
•f Lord Nelson, this intimate friend of the Prince of Wales and 
various brauches of the royal family ! We have at length some 
information as to the means by which he has acquired his enor- 
mous wealth, and which has enabled him to move so enchantingly 
in the splendid circle, and to repose so sweetly on a bed of roses, 
“ stealing and giving odour.”* What punishment awaits the cul- 
prit remains to be seen. The treatment of many a printer, who 
for an offence of comparatively trifling import, has been immedn 
ately on pronouncing the verdict, burned to a prison, there to wait 
previously to receiving sentence, then to be fined, and immured in 
the walls of a gaol, at a distance from his family, for one, two # 
three, or four years, must be ip the recollection of many. 
The sentences of some of the petty peculators of the public, 
who have fraudulently obtained a few old stores, or lots of old 
iron, and who in the intervals of their imprisonment have been 
exalted to the pillory, are likewise not forgotten. Will the punish- 
meut of this greater delinquent (greater ip every sense of the word) 
be similar? 

u 

Harlow , December 30. B. F* 

* Shakcspear’s Twelfth Nighty 
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STATE PAPERS. 


tREAfY bF ALLIANCE AND 
SUBSIDY : 

Between his Majesty the King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
find Ireland and his Majesty the 
King of the I wo Sicilies. —^Signed 
at Palermo , March 30th. 1 808. 
His Majesty the King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and his Majesty the 
King of the Two Sicilies, being 
equally animated by a sincere desire 
of strengthening jppre and more the 
ties of friendship and good under- 
standing which so happily subsist 
between them, have j udged that no- 
thing could contribute more effica- 
ciously to that salutary end, than the 
conclusion of a treaty of alliance and 
subsidy. For this purpose their said 
Majesties have named their respec- 
tive plenipotentiaries, viz. his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, the right lion. Wil- 
liam Drummond, one of his Majes- 
ty V most hon. privy council, and 
bis envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary at the couyt of bis 
said Sicilian Majesty;— and his Ma- 
jesty the King of the Two Sicilies, 
the right illustrious and right excel- 
lent Thomas de Somraa, Marquis of 
Circello, his gentleman of the Cham- 
ber, field-marshal of his armies, 
Knight pf kis royal order of St. 
,Januarius, his councillor of state, 
secretary of state for the department 
of foreign affairs, and superintendant 
general of the ports; who, after 
having communicated their respec- 
hve full powers, have agreed ppon 
the following article*; — 

Aut. I, There shall be a continuance 
the siqgere and constant friendship 
VOL. IV. 


between his Britannic Majesty, and hts 
Majesty the King of the Two Sicilies, 
their heirs and successors, which has 
always subsisted up to the present time. 

II. The two high contracting parties 
shall afford to each other, during this 
present war with France, every succour 
and assistance; in proportion to their 
respective forces, and shall prevent by 
common consent, every thing that can 
cause them trouble or detriment. ' 

III. IBs Majesty the King of thq Two 
Sicilies, engages to grant to the troops 
of his Britannic Majesty, stationed in 
the fortresses of Sicily, and to all Bri- 
tish ships of war, au exemption from all 
duties belonging to him, upon every 
thing of which the British squadrons in 
the Mediterranean, .and the troops of 
that nation may stand in need, and 
which the country can furnish, in pro- 
visions, food, and in military and naval 
stores. 

IV. His Sicilian Majesty being desi- 
rous of giving an addit ional proof of the 
sentiments by which he is animated, 
also engages to exempt from all duties 
belonging to him upon such provisions 
as may be requisite for the British ships 
of war at Malta, as well ns all military 
stoics which are to be found in tho 
country, on condition, however, that 
each vessel or vessels of war be fur- 
nished with a requisition from the go-' 
vernor of the said island, which shall 
specify the articles, and the quantity 
required. 

V. His Sicilian Majesty further en- 
gages in virtue of the present treaty, * 
never to allow the enemies of Great 
Britain to bring into any of his ports 
during the present war, any British 
ships taken by the enemies of Great 
Britain. 

VL His Sicilian Majesty also engages 
to open the- ports pf the Two Sicilies 
during tfie present war, to British squa- 
drons, as well as to all merchant and 
other ships belonging to British subjcctf, 
without any restriction* w^atever^ re- 
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(erring to the third article, with reaped 
Vexcmpiion from duties, 

> VII. His Britannic Majesty engage! 
in return, to defend daring the present 
war the fortresses of Messina and An- 
gusta, and to maintain there for that 
purpose,' at his charge and expense, 
ar body of troops, which in the present 
war shall consist of ten thousand men, 
and to augment their number if the 
case shall require it* The disposition 
of which troops in t)«e said fortresses, 
shall be in such manner and proportion 
a! the commanding* officer (to whom 
•very requisite facility shall be given), 
shall judge expedients and his Britannic 
Majesty stipulates, that tht^said gene- 
ral officers shall have the power of exer- 
cising martial law in the above-men- 
tioned garrisons, with respect to their 
British troops, in the. same manner, 
and according to the Same rule, as arc 
observed in* other English garrisons. — 
Quarters for the said troops shall be 
provided in the above-mentioned for- 
tresses by his Sicilian Majesty. 

VIII. His Britannic Majesty further 
engages to pay to his Sicilian Majesty, 
during the continuance of the present 
war, an affcuual subsidy of 300,0001. 
sterling (to commence from the 10th of 
September 1805, when the British and 
Russian troops landed in the Neapolitan 
territory), payablo at the rate *>f 
25, OOOl. sterling per month; which pay- 
ment, shall always be made one month 
in advance, computing from the date 
of the signature of the present treaty. 
His Sicilian Majesty purposing to em- 
ploy the said subsidies for the use of his 
marine, and of his land forces, shall 
regulate the distribution of them in such 
proportion as these two services may 
require, for the defence of his states, 
and for operations against the common 
enemy, and an account shall be given 
•very three montlis to the British go- 
vernment. of the manner in which his 
Biciltun Majesty shall have employed 
the subsidies paid to him by Great 
Britain. 

IX. The two high contracting parties 
desiring to strengthen more and more 
the ties which unite the two nations, 
and to extend their mutual relations, 
will employ themselves, $s soon as pos- 
sible in concluding a fltuty of com- 
merce, the articles of Which shall be 
equally adyantageous to die subjects of 
%ofh states. 

X. Jfitt|(£i?yian Mfrjeity engage* not 


to conclude with France a peace sepa- 
rate from England : and h t% Britannic 
Majesty on his part also engages not to 
make a peace with France, without 
comprehending and saving in it the in- 
terests of his Sicilian Majesty.* 

XI. The present treaty of alliance 
and subsidy, shall be ratified by the two 
high contracting parties, andf fbe rati- 
fication shall be exchanged in due form 
in London, within the space of four 
months, from the date of its signature* 
or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof, We, the under* 
signed, furnished with full powers 
from our respective Sovereigns, 
have signed the present treaty, and 
have thereunto affixed the soil of 
our arms. 

(L. S.) W. Drummond. 

(L. S.) Thomas be Sommo. 

Doiu at Palermo, March 30, 1808. 


ROME. 

May 21. — Id the Courant of this 
city, there is the following important 
decree : — 

lt Napoleon, by the grace of Gotf, 
and by the constitution, Emperor 
of the French, King of Italy, Pro- 
tector of the Rhenish confederacy, 
considering fhat the present Sove- 
reign of Rome has constantly re- 
fused to declare war against the En- 
glish, and to co-operate with the 
kingdoms of Italy and Naples for 
the protection of the Italian penin- 
sula ; that the interest of the twa 
kingdoms, and the relative situation 
of Italy and Naples, require that 
their communication should be inf 
ter rupted by no hostile power ; tbit 
the gift of the lands which compose 
the ecclesiastical states was made by 
pur illustrious predecessor Charle- 
tnange,for the Benefit of Christendom, 
but not for the succour of the ene- 
mies of our holy religion ; therefor* 
have we, upon consideration of the 
demand for passports, made by tfce 
Romish ambassador at our court, ,on 
the 3th of Mgrch, decreed* and da 
decree, as follows : [Here follow 
the different articles of the decre^; 
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uniting the province of the papal 
territory to the kingdom of Italy, and 
presenting various local regulations 
as to their government. J In pursu- 
ance of a second decree, all cardinals, 
prelates, and other officers of the 
Romish court, bofn in the kingdom 
of Italy, must retire to the place of 
their birth before the 5th of J une, on 
pain of forfeiting their goods. At 
Ancona, on the 11th of May the 
papal officers were already dismissed. 

PORTUGAL, 

The favourable reception which 
his Majesty the Emperor and King 
has given to the Portuguese deputies 
at Bayonne has, according to letters 
from Portugal of the ^ 1st of May ? 
revived the hopes of the Portuguese 
of a happier futurity. This is known 
by an extract from a letter made 
public by the Duke, of Abrantes, 
governor-general of Portugal, and 
written at Bayonne, on the 27 tl* of 
April, by the Portuguese deputies 
to his Majesty the Emperor add 
King, 

The extract was preceded by the 
following proclamation, by his ex- 
cellency the governor-general.— 

« Portuguese ' Without doubt you 
will merit the benevolence of Napoleon 
the Great: your conduct will prove that 
you are worthy of independence. It 
will be a Bounce of great joy to me, if I 
pen contribute to your felicity, Por- 
tuguese— continue to live in quiet, and 
place your confidence in me. The mo- 
ment approaches when your new orga- 
nisation will take placed 

The extract from the letter was tt* 
the following effort : 

u Countrymen! The confidence with 
which you honoured us in sending us to 
the Great Monareh, to bo the interpre- 
ters of your wishes and sentiments, was 
granted, that we might submit our 
dearest interests in the late of our coun- 
try, to the decision of the mighty cenius 
who is to renovate Europe. On our 
arrival at the frontiers of the French 
empire, we were witnesses of the con 
jisqal jejoiciug of the subjects of t Jit 


Oiwt Napetam. Thfr «xpupsl*i of 
universal joy in France afforded os a 
presentiment of our felicity. 

' “ HU Imperial and Royal Majesty 
devoted the first day of his residence at 
Bayonne to the reception of bis subjects. 
He was pleased to grant os the second 
day. He entered into the minutest de- 
tails respecting ell oar desires and con- 
cerns. Nothing can equal the extent 
qf his genius, the sublimity of his mind, 
and the generosity of his principles. At- 
the same time that his M^Jestyconde* 
•cended to discourse with at, with pa- 
ternal affability, on the present state of 
affairs, he made the most important ob- 
servations upon every thing that could 
assure our prosperity, and spoke to us 
with a noble indifference concerning the 
rights which events have given him over 
the country. The Emperor observed 
that the great distance which separates 
Portugal from the' seat of government 
in Trance, docs not permit his watching 
oyer ilie concerns of our country with 
the same care and solicitude as over the 
interests of his other subjects, and that 
he knew the difficulty of entrusting a 
great power, over distant countries, to 
other hands. His Majestyfspeke to us 
with some displeasure, but without any 
great warmth, of the Prince who go- 
verned us, and of his royal race. He 
principally treated of the means of 
raising us to our due station among the 
powers of the continent of’ Europe, and 
of delivering us from the yoke of British 
influence, under which we had during 
so many years suffered. His Majesty 
said, that he would endure no English 
colony on the contineut. Finally, he 
declared, that our fate was in our own 
hands ; that it depended on the dispp- - 
sition which we should manifest to the 
world, the uprightness with which we 
should embrace the general cause of 
the continent of Europe, and the firm- 
ness with which we should resist temp- 
tations to mislead ttft from the objects 
in view. See, these are the tokens by 
which his Imperial and Royal Majesty 
will recognize whether you are worthy 
to constitute a nation, support a throne, 
and have a Princowho will govern you, 
and fill a rank among the powers of 
Europe; * 

Li$bon t May 21.— At the head of 
the great state deputation which had 
audience of tjie Dyke of Abrantes * 
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}lie Cotftif of Ega Was the splakei 1 
for thfc nobility Portugal (he 
said, amongst other things in his 
discourse) has not forgotten that she 
is already indebted to France for 
Kings. Prince Henry, a Frenchman 
by birth, was the ancestor of twelve 
worthy Monarchs. 'We envy Italy 
the honour of being governed by 
Napoleon the Great. We should be 
proud to be reckoned among his 
faithful subjects. Whether he be 
pleased to be our immediate Sove- 
reign, or to include us in his exten- 
sive federal system, We beg your ex- 
cellency to assure his Imperial and 
Royal Majesty, in the name of the 
Portuguese nobility, that he may 
rely on our atfections, and on our 
admiration of the extraordinary man 
who sets the world in astonishment.” 

The speaker for the clergy was the 
Archdeacon Miranda: — “ Since 
Napoleon the Great (he said, among 
other things) has resolved to give 
Portugal a King, we are assured that 
this King will maintain the ancient 
purity of the faith, and the religious 
principles by which our nation has 
always distinguished itself as the 
faithful ” 

The Portuguese deputation have 
repaired from Bayonne to Bour- 
deaux, with the exception of M. do 
Lima, ambassador of Portugal in 
France, who has remained at Bayonne 
in order to give his Majesty that in- 
formation concerning the establish- 
ments of the country, which he may 
require. 

FRANCE. 

NAVAL PROJECTS OF FRANCE. 

On the 24th. of May, the. Prince 
, Arch Chancellor, presiding iu the 
sitting of the Senate, appointed the 
State Counsellor Regnault de St. 
Jean d' Angley, Minister of State, 
to lay before them the grounds of & 
Senatus Consultum, for uniting Tus- 
cany with the French Empire; and 

✓ 


M. Setfionville spoke In \he name 
of the commissioners of thfe Senate; 
which unamiousl/^oted for this in- 
corporation. The following is a 
summary of the assigned ground.— 

“ The whole coast vf the Mediter- 
ranean sea fnu&t farm a part of the 
French territoiy of the great 1 Empire: 
The regions, the coast adjoining to 
the Adriatic, are united with the 
kingdom of Italy; all those which 
lie along the Medi terranean, Which 
are adjacent to our territory', must 
be united with the empire of France, 
From. Leghorn to Toulon, to Genoa, 
to the Department of Corsica, isnpt 
farther than from Leghorn to Milan, 
The commerce of theMediterranean, 
whatever may be the object of the 
tyrant of the seas, will be necessarily 
tinder the influence of France. The 
Very same first principles, in conse- 
quence of which Genoa was incor- 
porated with trance rather than 
with the kingdom of Italy, also re-r 
quire that Leghorn be made, a parj 
of that empire. The kingdom of Na- 
ples, which lies both on the Medi- 
terranean and the Adriatic, consti- 
tutes a distinct kingdom, subject, 
however, ty the same federative .*,ys- 
tem, and to the same state policy. 

“ The port of Leghorn has given 
constant reasons of complaint tq 
France. That port, appertaining to a 
territory. governed by a weak prince, 
had fallen tinder the influence of 
England, and was become one of 
the principal inlets for her commerce. 
In different instances, without wish- 
ing to violate the neutrality of the 
sovereign of Tuscany, it became ne- 
cessary for divisions of French troops 
to enter Leghorn, to confiscate the 
English merchandise there. These 
violations of territory, however, ne- 
cessary, are always disagteeable; 
and since Leghorn cannot be under 
the influence of France and England 
at the same time, it must become a 
part of France. Besides, Leghorn 
and the Tuscany territory produces 
sailors for the execution of our ma-j 
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me ; through its whole extent ship- 
building is carried on^ and in the 
came proportion must the means be 
increased of suitably providing sea- 
men for manning them. If as of late 
a squadron was created at Toulon, as 
if by a miracle, and if, contrary to 
the ideas of all those who are ac- 
quainted with the sea service, we 
found means to equip a numerous 
squadron, which Adm. Gantheaume 
commanded with so much ability, 
and for which he obtained so much 
renown, by the skilful mancevres by 
which he frustrated the plans of the 
evemy — which having supplied with 
men, provisions, and warlike stores, 
Corfu, the key to the Adriatic, me- 
naced by an expedition already on 
its way, thus rendered fruitless, and 
which on its returning voyage, cap- 
tured many considerable prizes, bra- 
ved all storms, and exercised the 
crews during a difficult voyage of 
three months — if all these advantages 
had been gained, they must be part- 
ly ascribed to the incorporation of 
Genoa, which numbers many of her 
sons among the good seamen of that 
squadron, 

“The sons of Arno are invited to 
glory; his Majesty having decreed 
that Spezzia shall be a military port; 
the docks, the works of the arsenal, 
and the forts, both on the sea and 
land side, are already marked out, 
and before the end of the present 
year, six ships of two or three decks 
shall be put upon the stocks. 

“ It would not be proper'to es- 
tablish such considerable works at 
the extremities of the empire, if a 
foreign power was placed at the very 
gates of that arsenal. Spezzia shall 
become a second Toulon in the Me* 
diterranenn; on . the whole coast 
thereabound iron, timber, provisions, 
knd useful hands ; the provisions, 
the iron, and tb# men surrendered 
ltp» mu^t become French, France 
M the Continent, which are desi- 
rous' of restoring the balance of 
power on tb# ocean, have t fee self- 


same interest in the prosperity of the 
new maritime department of Spezzia,, 
The incorporation of Tuscany is a 
nceessary consequence of that grand 
plan, 

“ This union is also the interest qf 
Tuscany, which under the sway of 
its little princes, was governed with* 
out system, without vigour, and was 
perpetually infested by the Barbary 
powers. Men can no longer be go- 
verned In a capricious and fantastic; 
manner. There must be a certain 
rule, the government of the law, 
protected by a prince sufficiently 
grave, and elevated above the pas- 
sions of men, and inflexible, as the 
law is necessary for this purpose. 
The time indeed is passed, 

IN WHICH IT WAS BELIEVED 
THAT PEOPLE WERE MADE FOA 
KINGS, NOT KINGS FOR PEOPLE] 

Lands, and forests may become 
property, but no person can possess 
a kingdom as if it were a farm! These 
disastrous consequences can no lon- 
ger tqke place in gjreat states. It is 
vain then that objections are made 
to the great extension of the empire; 
the communication by land, noW 
that neither Alps or Appenines op- 
pose it, is as easy from Leghorn to 
Paris as from Paris to Nice. It has 
been the policy of European states 
to subdue the most distant countries, 
in order to obtain new commercial 
and maritime resources; why then 
should we neglect those resources 
and acquisitions which are so valu- 
able to us? TW territory to the 
Medicis, the country of the sciences 
and the arts, must form dti imme- 
diate part of the French empire. 

“ The Dukedom of Urbino, -Ca- 
merino, and the Mark of Ancona, 
lying on the coast of the Adriatic, 
fall under the influence of Venice, 
and must necessarily be united with 
the kingdom of Italy. This is also 
accomplished, and the considerable 
works in the port of Ancona will af- 
ford the opportunity ,of fitting out 
there ten sail of the line, to secure 
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th£ freedom of the Adriatic sea, of 
’which Ancona shall be the harbour, 
find Venice the naval arsenal. Be- 
fore the end of this year five sail of 
the line shall be lying on the roads 
of Ancona, in that dangerous sea, 
which to the English present only 
hostile shores, and where they will 
be obliged to maintain six ships of 
the line, if they attempt to counter- 
balance our power.— No, the war 
shall not be eternal, in spite of the 
blind fury \yhich cherishes that in- 
human and senseless principle in the 
cabinet of London. Every where 
French squadrons are forming, and 
our naval power in the Scheldt is 
already considerable. In a few days 
there will be in the roads of Flush- 
ing and Antwerp a fleet of 30 sail of 
the line; and on the coast of Bri- 
tanny will be still stronger. Besides 
that, We have the allied Russian 
squadron at Lisbon, where there are 
already a division of several new 
ahips'of the line in the best state. 
Which the rapid advance of the 
army under General Junot placed 
in our hands. 

V The events in Spain have con- 
verted a declining and badly con- 
ducted Monarchy into a constitute 
pnal and energetic government ; the 
dock-yards at Cadiz, Ferrol, and 
Cathagena have felt this already, 
Toulon, Spezzia, Venice, all the re- 
sources forth coming from Holland, 
Spain, and Italy, are in operation i 
we must have ships, and these last 
named countries have no deficiency 
.either of iron or of timber and hemp* 
for building or rigging them, 

** A decree has been issued from 
the EmpeTor for the incorporation 
of Tuscany, on the principle of the 
necessity for completing the system 
of the great empire, and for render- 
ing the naval administration harmo* 
nious throughout all the members 
of the great confederacy. Without 
Che incorporation of Tuscany, there 
could be no immediate communica- 
tion with Naples, and pur relations 


could not be maintained with het% 
but through the medium of states 
subsisting under other governments, 
from which it might be feared' that 
the guidance ana influence might 
be lost, which must be exercised 
towards such states, to place the 
coasts and sailors in a state of op- 
position to the common enemy * 

DECREE FOR UNITING TUSCANY TO THB 
FRENCH EMPIRE. 

Art. I. The dukedoms of Parma and 
Placentia are united to the French em- 
pire, under the name of the depart- 
ment of the Taro; they shall form ftn 
inseparable, indivisible portion of the 
French territory, from the period of 
the notification of the present senate* 
consult um. - ' 

II. The states of Tuscany are united 
to the French Empire, under the name 
of the department of the Arno, the de- 
partment of tne Mediterranean, and the 
department of the Ombrona. They 
shall form an indivisible portion of the 
French empire, from the period of the 
notification of the present decree. 

III. The laws which govern tbe 
French empire shall, in the departments 
of the Amo, the Mediterranean, and 
the Ombropa, be made public before 
the 1st. of January, 1809, the period 
from which the constitutional govern- 
ment for those departments shall take 
its commenceraehr. ' 

IV. The department of the Taro, and 
that of the Arno, shall each have six 
deputies in the legislative body ; the 
department of the Mediterranean three; 
and the department of the Ombron* 
three ; whicti will raise the number of 
the members of that body to 343. 

V. The deputies of the department 
of the Taro shall be chpsen end named 
without delay, and shall enter the legisv 
i alive body before tbe aessiop of 1809. 

VI. Tbe deputies of the department 
of the Arno, of the Mediterranean, and 
of the Ombroua, shall enter tbe legisla- 
tive body belore the session of 1809, &o* 


SPAIN, 

Madrid , May 20.— The King, the* 
Prince of Asturias, their Royat 
Highnesses the Infanta Dori Carlos, 
uud Don Automat have abdicated' 
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the crown and tteir right thereto, 
as appears by the following docu- 
ments, viz. 

11 1 have thought proper to give 
my beloved subjects this last proof 
of nay paternal love# Their happi- 
ness, tranquillity, prosperity, and 
preservation, and integrity of the 
dominions that Divine Providence 
had placed under my sway, have 
been the sole objects of my constant 
care during my reign. Every step 
and measure that have been adopted 
since my exaltation to the throne 
of my august ancestors have been 
directed fo those just purposes, and 
could not be directed to any other. 
This day, in the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances in which 1 am placed, 
my conscience, my honour, and the 
good name 1 ought to leave to pos« 
terity, imperiously require of me, 
that the last act of my sovereignty 
should be solely pointed to that end, 
viz. to the tranquillity, prosperity, 
security, and integrity of the mo- 
narchy, whose throne 1 quit, to the 
greatest happiness of my subjects of 
both hemispheres. Therefore, by a 
treaty, signed and ratified, 1 have 
ceded to my ally and dear friend, 
the Emperor of the French, all my 
rights to Spain and the Indies, ha- 
ving stipulated that the crown of 
Spain and the Indies is always to 
ifcmain independent and entire, fas 
it was qnder my rule ; and likewise 
that our holy religion is not only to 
he the predominant one in Spain, 
hut the only one to be observed in 
all the dominions of the monarchy. 
Of all which you will take due no- 
tice, and communicate it to all the 
Councils and tribunals of the king- 
dom, chiefs of provinces, civil, mi- 
litary, and ecclesiastical, and to all 
the justices of districts, in order 
that this last act of my sovereignty 
may be notorious to all and every 
one in my dominions of Spain and 
Indies; and ypu are all to concur 
and assist in carrying into effect the 
fcpeiitiooa -ef my $ear friend the 


Emperor Napoleon, a» they are di* 
re c ted to preserve the peace, friend- 
ship, and union between France and 
Spain, avoiding disorder and popu- 
lar commotions, the effects of which 
can only bo havock and destruction 
of families, and the ruin of all.— 
Given in Bayonne, in the imperial 
palace of the Government, the 8th 
of May, 1808. 

I, thi King." 

To the Governor ad Interim of 
my Council of Castile. 

, “ Don Fernando, Prince of As* 
turias, and the Infantas, Don Car- 
los and Antonio, grateful for thfe 
love and constant fidelity, that all 
Spaniards have manifested towards 
them, with the most poignant grief, 
see them in the present day plunged 
in the greatest confusion, and threat* 
ened with the most direful calami- 
ties resulting therefrom, and know- 
ing that it arises in the major part 
of them, from the ignorance they 
are, in of the causes of the conduct 
their royal highnesses have hi- 
therto observed, and of the plant 
now chalked out for the greatest 
happiness of their country, they 
can dona less than endeavour to. uiw> 
deceive them, in order that its ex- 
ecution may suffer no impediment; 
and at the same time to testily to 
them the sincere affection they pro- 
fess for them. They cannot conse- 
quently avoid manifesting to them, 
that the circumstances in which the 
Prince, by the abdication of the 
King his father, took the reins of 
government, tnany provinces of the 
kingdom, and all the frontier garri- 
sous being occupied by a great num- 
ber of French troops, and more 
than 60,000 men of the same na- 
tion, situated iu the metropolis and 
its neighbourhood, and many other 
data that no other person could 
possess ; all conspired to persuade 
them, that being surrounded by 
rock$ and quicksands# they had no 
other remedy, but to chuse among 
many evils, ijia on* that would hi 
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the least productive of calamity: — as 
such they fixed upon a journey to 
Bayonne. 

“ On their Royal highnesses arri- 
val at Bayonne, the Prince, then 
King, unexpectedly found, that the 
King his father had protested against 
his abdication, pretending it had 
not been voluntary ; not having ac- 
cepted the crown, but in the good 
faith that the abdication was volun- 
tary, he had scarcely ascertained 
the existence of the protest, when 
through filial respect he restored the 
crown, and shortly after the King 
his father renounced it in his name, 
and in that of all the dynasty, in 
favour of the Emperor of the French, 
in order, that looking to the wel- 
fare of the nation, he should elect 
the person and dynasty who are to 
occupy it hereafter. 

“ In this state of things, their 
Royal highnesses considering the si- 
tuation they are in, the critical cir- 
cumstances of Spain, in which all 
the efforts of its inhabitants in favour 
of their rights, will not only be 
Useless, but mournful, as they would 
only cause rivers of blood to flow, 
and cause the loss at least of a 
great part of the provinces, and of 
all their ultra marine possessions ; 
and reflecting on the other hand 
that it would be a most efficacious 
remedy against so many evils for 
each of their Royal highnesses to 
adhere by himself separately, to the 
cession of their rights to the throne, 
already made by the King their fa- 
ther ; reflecting also, that the said 
'Emperor of the French, binds him- 
self in this case, to preserve the ab- 
solute independence and integrity 
of the 'Spanish monarchy, and of 
all ultra marine possessions, with- 
•out reserving to himself, nor dis- 
membering the least part of its do- 
in mions, to maintain the unity of 
ttie catholic religion, property, laws, 
'ffnd' usages, which he secures for 
; the future, and on a sound basis ; 
also the power and prosperity of the 


Spanish nation! — Their Royal high* 
nesses believe they give the greatest 
proof of their generosity, love, and 
gratitude for the affection they have 
experienced, in sacrificing as muck 
as in their power* their personal in- 
terest for the benefit of the countryv 
adhering, as they have done, by a 
particular agreement, to the cession 
of their rights to the throne, absol- 
ving all Spaniards from their duty 
in this respect, and exhorting them 
to look to the interest of their coun- 
try, remaining tranquil, and ex- 
pecting their happiness from the 
sage disposition and power of the 
Emperor Napoleon, and by showing 
their readiness to conform thereto, 
they will giVe their prince and the 
two Infantas, the greatest testimony 
of their loyalty, as their Royal 
highnesses give them of their father- 
ly love and affection, by giving up 
all their rights, and forgetting their 
own interests to make them happy* 
which is the sole object of their 
wishes. 

1, THE PRINCE, 

Carlos, 

Antonio. 

Bojurdeavx, \2th May, 1808. 

Murat has appointed Don Anto- 
nio Norugal, and Don Vicente A- 
lecta Galiano, and Don Moguel 
Camano, Treasurers General atMtf- 
drid. 

The knights of the order of Saint 
John of Jerusalem, with the Lieu- 
tenant of the grand master at their 
head, were presented to Murat, and 
were most graciously received. 

Bayonne, June 4. — The day be- 
fore yesterday his Majesty received 
at his levee the deputation of the 
grandees of Spain, and had a very 
long conference with them. Among 
the members who constitute this de- 
putation are mentioned Prince Cas- 
tel Franco, tlie Duke del Parque, 
the Duke of Ossuna, the Marquis of 
Santa Croix, and the Count of Sanr 
taColona. Yesterday his: exceUen* 
cy M. D’AuJriwl, minister of 4" 
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hance, presented to V ,s Majesty the 
deputation of the council of the In- 
dies and of the council of finance. 
His Majesty conversed two hours 
with the members of this deputation, 
concerning the changes and improve- 
ments which the welfare of Spain 
requires, in the opinion of all intel- 
ligent persons. The deputies of the 
extraordinary junta are daily ar- 
riving. 

^ Madtid,May 30. — Yesterday, the 
council of Castile held an extraordi- 
nary assembly, in pursuance of the 
following command communicated 
by their excellencies, Don Sebastian 
Pinuela, and Don Arias M.or, the 
seniors of the council ; — 

“ Sir,- 1 -! I is royal highness the 
Grand Duke of Berg, lieutenant-ge- 
neral of the kingdom, commands, 
that at eight o'clock of the morning 
of to-morrow, the 30th. of May, 
the council do assemble, in order 
to proceed to, the execution of a 
decree and a proclamation of his 
Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, vnd protector of the 
Confederacy of the Rhine. Pursu- 
ant to this decree, and to an express 
command from his serene highness 
the lieutenant-general, I give your 
excellency notice, that the court 
will assemble to-morrow morning 
* arly. 

THE DECREE. 

w Napoleon, Emperor of the French , 
King of Italy , Protector of the Con- 
federacy of the Rhine, 4 r - 
“ The King and the Princes of the 
House ofSpain having ceded their rights 
to the crown, as is known by their 
treaties of the 5th. and ,10th. of May, 
and by their proclamations published by 
the Junta and the council of Castile, we 
have decreed, and do decree, ordered, 
and do order, as follows: — 

Art. I. The assembly of the notables, 
*hicli has already been convened by the 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom, shall 
he held On tne 15th. of June at Bayonne. 
Hie deputies shall be charged with the 
•entitnents, desires, and complaints of 
those' they represent; and also with 

VOL. IV, 


full power to fix the basis of the new 
government for the kingdom. 

II. Our cousin the Grand Duke of 
Berg, shall continue to fulfil the func- 
tions of lieutenant-general of the king- 
dom. 

III. The ministers, the council of 
9 tate, the council of Castile, and all ci- 
vil, ecclesiastical, and military autho- 
rities arc, as far as is requisite, confirm- 
ed. Justice shall he administered un- 
der the same forms, and in the same 
manner as usual. 

“ The council of Castile is charged 
with the publication of this decree, apd 
with the affixing it on all places where 
it may be necessary, that no one may 
pretend ignorance of the same. 

Given in our imperial and royal pa- 
lace at Bayonne, the 25th. of May, 
1808. 

(Signed) “ Napoleon.** 

PROCLAMATION. 

To the Spaniards, 

li Spaniards I After a long, lingering 
disease, your nation sunk into decay. 
I have seen your sufferings ; I will re- 
lieve them. Your greatness makes a 
part of mine Your Princes have ceded 
to me all their rights to the Spanish 
Crown. T will not reign over your pro- 
vinces, but I will acquire an eternal 
right to the love and gratitude of your 
posterity. Your, monarchy is old ; it 
must be renovated, that you may enjoy 
the blessings of a renovation which 
shall hot be purchased hy civil war ©r 
desolation. 

“ Spaniards! I have convened a ge- 
neral assembly of the deputies ot your 
provinces and towns, that I may kno'wr 
your desires and wants. I shall lay 
down my rights, and place your illus- 
trious crown upon the head of one who 
resembles me; securing you a constitu- 
tion which will unite the salutary power 
of the Sovereign with the liberties and 
rights of the Spanish nation. — It is my 
w ill that my memory shall be blessed 
by your latest posterity, and that they 
shall say — he was the restorer of our 
country. 

Bayonne, May 25. " Napoleon." 

Paris, June 1 7* — The Bayonne 
Gazette of the 13th. of June, con- 
tains the following particulars: 

His Majesty King Joseph Napo- 
leon arrived on the 7th. instant, at 
eight o'clock, at Pau. As soon as 
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the Etaperor was informed of it, he 
repaired from the castle of Marrac, 
to meet his serene brother. His Ma- 
jesty met the King two miles from 
Bayonne, and brought him in his 
carriage to Marrac, where he passed 
the evening. Her Majesty the Em- 
press, attended by her ladies in 
waiting, met the King on the steps 
of the palace. Immediately after- 
wards, the deputation of the grandees 
of Spain, with the Duke del Infan- 
tado at their head, had the honour 
of being presented to King Joseph 
Napoleon, by his excellency M. 
Azanza, minister of finance for the 
kingdom' of Spain. The president 
of the deputation made the follow- 
ing speech to the King: — 

“ Sire, — We feel the most lively joy 
in presenting ourselves before your Ma- 
jesty. The presence of your Majesty 
is necessary to the re-establishment of 
our country. The grandees of Spain 
have at all times distinguished them- 
selves by their fidelity towards their 
sovereigns. Your Majesty shall meet 
with the same integrity and the same 
fidelity towards your person. May 
your Majesty be pleased to accept our 
homage with the same benignity of 
which you have given so many testimo- 
nies to your subjects of the kingdom of 
Naples.” 

To this his Majesty answered : — 

“ That'he should devote himself alto- 
gether to the government of Spain; 
that all his endeavours should be em- 
ployed to bring order into the finances, 
and re-organize the naval and military 
force ; that Spain might rely upon the 
preservation of her rights ; that lie 
would rule only by virtue ofihe law*; 
and finally, that the grandees of Spain 
might be assured of his especial pro- 
* tection.” 

Messieurs Urquijo and Cevallos 
• were then admitted to an audience 
with his Majesty, who conferred 
with them a considerable time con- 
cerning the affairs of the kingdom. 

The deputation of the council of 
Castile was afterwards introduced, 
and made the following speech: 

“ Sire !— -The council of Castile, the 
first of the supreme courts of justice of 


[JULY 

(• 

the Spanish nation, having at their head 
Don Manuel de Lardizabnl, Don Joseph 
Colon, the eldest of the deputation, 
•has the honour to offer its homage to 
your Majesty, and to testify its special 
joy at the happy and wished for acces- 
sion to the throne of Spain of the serene 
brother of the great Napoleon, whose 
fame has eclipsed the glory of antiquity. 
Your Majesty has merited his choice, 
and your serene person unites the sub- 
lime qualities which support and 
strengthen thrones. 

u Your Majesty constitutes a part of 
the family destined by Providence to 
govern. The fame of your deeds has 
stretched itself over the Pyrennees,and 
spread over all Spain. 

“ Noble Spaniards! indulge in hope. 
The catholic worship shall not suffer the 
least wrong, It shall retain all its puri- 
ty, and be the sole religion in the 
country. The laws, the lawful customs, 
the courts of justice, the clergy, the na- 
tional colleges shall be maintained and 
ameliorated for the benefit of the church 
and state. The various orders of the 
kingdom, the necessary supports of 
every true monarchy, shall continue in 
the enjoyment of their prerogatives. 
The poor shall be relieved. The inte- 
grity of Spain and the property of every 
one shall be inviolably respected. 

“ These are the services which weex- 
pect from the known beneficence of 
your Majesty. Such are the wishes 
which the council of Castile, under the 
present circumstances, forms. Heaven 
grant that these wishes may be fulfilled, 
and that your Majesty may be the hap- 
piest Monarch in the whole world!” 

His Majesty .discoursed a consi- 
derable time with this deputation, 
concerning the various establish- 
ments of the kingdom. He remark- 
ed a great resemblance between the 
laws of Spain, and those of the king- 
dom of Naples. 

The deputations of the council of 
the inquisition, of the Indies, and 
finances, were presented to the King 
of Spain. 

His Majesty said to the deputies > 
of the inquisition, that “ he consi- 
dered the worship of God as the ba- 
sis of all morality, and of general 
prosperity; that other covntrifs al- 
lowed oj different forms of relight 
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but that he considered it as the felicity 
of Spain that she had but one , and that 
the true one” 

His Majesty answered the council 
of the Indies, that u he should not 
consider America as a colony, but 
as an integral partof Spain, and that 
its welfare would be as dear to him 
as that of the European states.” 

His Majesty answered the coun- 
cil of finances, that w he well knew 
he had much to effect in this branch; 
that the pay of the soldiers * and 
sailors were several months in arrears, 
but thaj he hoped, with the help of 
his faithful Spaniards, that he should 
he able to proyide a remedy for the 
evil.” 

The deputation of the military 
force of Spain, with the Duke del 
Parque at its head, then addressed 
the King, who answered that he had 
confidence in the fidelity and attach- 
ment of the Spanish soldiery. — “ I 
consider it (he added) an honour to 
be the first soldier of the army, and 
were it necessary, a9 in ancient 
times, in your conflicts with the 
Moors, you should see me at your 
head, in every danger, advance to 
repel the unjust attacks of the eter- 
nal enemies of the continent. Y°u 
may assure n.11 who have served the 
state under my predecessor, that 
they shall enjoy their pay, pensions, 
titles, and emoluments; and that I 
pledge ray honour to reward ancient 
services, as if they had been per- 
formed under my own government.” 

After this audience his Majesty, 
at ten in the evening, repaired to 
his apartments, and supped with 
their Majesties the Emperor and 
Empress. 

ADDRESS FROM THE CITY OF MA.DRID. 
To his Imperial and Royal Highness , the 
K Serene Grand Admired of the French 

Empire , Grand Duke of Berg and 

Cletes, Lieutenant-General of the 

kingdom of Spa in . 

Monseigneur ! 

"The city of Madrid has been in- 
armed, that its illustrious sovereigns 
hare resigned the crown of Spain into 


the hands of the great Emperor, and 
that the supreme junta of the govern- 
ment, as well as the council of Castile, 
have notified to his Imperial and Royal 
Majesty, their wishes for the well-being 
of this monarchy ; since they think it it 
certain, that his Imperial and Royal 
Majesty intends to place the said crown 
upon the head of his illustrious brother, 
Joseph Napoleon, King ofNaples. 

“ Thi^city, Monseigncyr, distinguish- 
ed Tor its lore of, and obedience to, its 
Sovereign^ and desirous of the happiness 
of the people whom it contains, cannot 
omit joining its homage to that of the 
supreme junta of government, and of 
the council, and to request your high- 
ness will have the go6dness to notify 
the same to his Imperial and Royal 
Majesty, if your higjiness thinks proper. 

“ The city avails itself of this oppor- 
tunity lo assure your highness of its 
respect and submission.” 

Madrid, May 15, 1808. 

[Here follow the Signatures.] 
Napoleon, by the grace of God, Em- 
peror of the French, King of Italy, 
protector of the confederacy of the 
Rhine, to alt men to whom these pre- 
sents shall come, sends greeting : — 
The junta of the state, the council 
of Castile, the city of Madrid, &c. &c. 
having notified to us by their addresses, 
that the well being pf Spain requires * 
speedy stop to be put to the provisional 
government ; we have resolved to pro- 
claim, we do by these presents 
proclaim our well-beloved brother 
Joseph Napoleon, the present King of 
Naples and Sicily, to be King of Spain 
and India. 

We guarantee to the King of Spain 
the independence and integrity or his 
states in* Europe as well as in Africa, 
Asia, and America ; charging the 
liciKepant-generai of the kingdom, the 
ministers, and the council of Castile to 
cause this proclamation to be expedited, 
and publicly announced, according to 
the usual custom, that none may plead 
ignorance hereof. 

Given at opr Imperial Palace at 
Bayonne, June 6, 1808. 

(Signed) Napoleon. 

H. B. Maret, 

\ Minister of State. 

ADDRESS OF THE DEPUTATION QF THE 

GRAND general junYa* 

Dear Spaniards , Beloved Countrymen ! 

Your inhabitants, your cities, your 
power, and your property, are as dear 
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to os as ourselves ; a nd we wish to 
keep all of you in our eye , that we may 
be able to establish your security. — 
We, as well as yourselves, are bound 
in allegiance to the old dynasty — to her 
to whom an end has been put by that 
Godlike Providence which rules all 
thrones and sceptres. We have seen 
the, greatest states fall under the guid- 
ance of this'rule, and our land alone 
has hitherto escaped the same fate. — 
An unavoidable necessity has now over- 
taken qur country, and brought us un- 
der the protection of the invincible Em- 
peror of France. 

We know that you wiiK regard our 
present situation with the utmost con- 
sideration, and we have accordingly, 
in this conviction, been uniformly con- 
ciliating the friendship to which we are 
tied by so many obligations. With 
what admiral ion must we sec the bene- 
volence and humanity of his Imperial 
and Royal Majesty outstep our wishes 
— Qualities which arc even more to be 
admired than his great power ! He 
has desired (nothing else than that we 
should be indebted to him for our wel- 
fare. — Whenever he gives us a sove- 
reign to reign oyer us in the person of 
bis magnanimous brother Joseph, he 
will consummate our prosperity. _As 
be has been pleased to change our old 
system of laws, it becomes us to obey, 
and to live in tranquillity. As he has 
also promised to rc-organize our finan- 
cial system, we may hope that then our 
naval and military power will become 
terrible to our enemies; national credit 
will be maintained ; the chains which 
fetter our commerce will be broken ; 
our agricultural resources will 'receive 
similar improvement. Lastly, knowing 
your attachment to your religion, and 
the uprightness of your character, no 
change will be made in your worship. 
He assures you, that you, as your fore- 
fathers have done, shall enjoy the holy 
catholic religion, as the same is permit- 
ted in all the kingdoms under his do- 
minion. 

And what is the retlirn which the 
^reat Emperor of the French requires 
from you, and from the whole nation, 
for such important blessings — that you 
remain peaceable ; that you watch over 
the interests of your households and 
your families; that you do not blindly 
give up yourselves to that madness 
which is inseparable from rebellion and 
insurrection — that you receive the im- 


provement of your lot with becoming 
confidence, whereby you will experience 
the government of a worthy monarch, 
who will watch over you like a father, 
and whose happiness is inseparable 
from yours, and of which his subjects 
will reap the benefit. 

Spaniards! think upon yourselves, 
your families, and your children ! — 
What can you expect from rebellion 
and anarchy ? Think on the benefits 
you enjoy, and are likely to enjoy — a 
continuance of the blessings enjoyed 
by your forefathers, with the redress’ 
of every thing of which they had cause 
to complain ! 

Honest agriculturists, who know the 
sweets of domestic comforts — Indus- 
trious mechanics, who fill the cities, 
you knqw what is dear to your hearts 
— Merchants and manufacturers who 
ow.e your existence to your industry 
and dilligencc— Citizens of all classes 
who owe so much to the protection of 
tha law*— ^-Let all keep in view in what 
misery you will be involved if you suf- 
fer yourselves to be misled by those 
who wish to profit by your animosities ! 
— One false step ( will deprive you of 
all I What can you Jiope to receive in 
return for so great a hazard ? Can any 
thing induce you to resist the powers 
which reign over you, or to abjure the 
wholesome safeguard of the laws? 

Anarchy is the greatest curse that God 
can bring upon a people-— while it pre- 
vails, it breaks down, burns, annihi- 
lates, and loosens every things — the 
best people, in such circumstances, are 
generally the greatest sufferers. This 
state of things is as ungovernable as the 
waves of the sea. 

Let us recollect the ties that bind us 
together as one people ; that we have 
always fought under the same standard ! 
Ah, how dreadful is civil war ! For 
t4iis century past Spain has enjoyed 
tranquillity — Why change the scene, 
and turn away frqm our fraternal ad- 
vice? No man doubts Spanish brave- 
ry. You can do wonders. But with- 
out system, and without leaders, your 
efforts would be in vain. The most 
numerous bands of undisciplined men 
dwindle before a regular army, hk e 
chaff before the wind. 

We have been placed in a most cri- 
tical situation, but we now present you 
with a new and well-organized govern- 
ment, which secures the liberty, th® 
rights,, and the property of every i Dt ^* 
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vjdual. This was to be expected of the 
invincible Napoleon, who has been oc- 
cupied in matters that relate to our 
happiness, and who has shewn himself 
anxious to deserve well of our country 
hy becoming her restorer. Let us 
throw no obstacle in the way of the 
great benefits which will result from 
pur new union. Tiius you will fulfil 
the most ardeqt wishes of his Imperial 
Highness the Lieutenant General of the 
kingdom, (Murat) of the Junta, and of 
the Council of Castile — -the highest 
powers in the nation. Thus also will 
you deserve the countenance and pro- 
tection of him in whose mighty and 
benevolent hand is our lot. 

May Heaven, which has hitherto 
guarded our country, incline you to 
repose your confidence in these our 
councils. (Signed) &c. 

Bayonne , June 6. 

proclamation of the supreme junta 

OF GOVERNMENT. 

Spaniards ' — The supreme Junta of 
Government, which at present consists 
of the highest authority in the nation, 
addresses you, to dispel the errors 
which malevqlence and ignorance are 
endeavouring to insinuate, and to pro- 
pagate among you — fatal errors, which 
might draw after incalculable misery, 
did not the supreme junta hasten to an- 
nihilate them at the moment of their 
birth. The jpnta dares flatter itself, 
that those who at all times, and on all 
occasions, halve hearkened with reve- 
feuce to the voice of their superiors, 
will evince no less submission at a mo- 
ment when it depends ou them, either 
for ever to insure their happiness, by 
uniting with the chief powers of the 
•state; or to plot the downfal of their 
own country, by yielding to clamours 
and commotions, into which the eter- 
nal enemies of the fame and prosperity 
of the Spanish nation are endeavouring 
to plunge them. At the very moment 
when Spain, a country so greatly fa- 
voured by nbturc, but impoverished, 
exhausted, and debased, before the 
eyes of all Europe, by the defects and 
misrule of its own government, had ar- 
rived at the point of a complete anni- 
hilation— when the very exertions which 
might have been employed to revive 
her exhausted strength would only have 
served to increase her suffering, and to 
plunge her into fresh calamities— when, 
in fine, all hope was extinguished, Pro- 
vidence has granted us the means not 


only of rescuing her country from cer- 
tain ruin, but also of raising her to an 
height of happiness and splendour, 
which she has never yet attained even 
in the most glorious periods of her his- 
tory. By one of those political revolu- 
tion^ which astonish only those who 
disregard the events by which they have 
been prepared, the house of Bourbon, 
after having lost the other thrones 
which it possessed in Europe, resigned 
that of Spain, the only one on which it 
retained a seat. Alter having brought 
the nation to the brink of ruin, depri- 
ved rtf the support hitherto granted by 
the remaining branches of their family, . 
and unable to preserve the countries 
which had formerly united them with 
France ; the Bourbons found it impos- 
sible to keep a seat which all the chan- 
ges that have occurred in the system of 
politics, compelled them to quit. The 
most powerful prince in Europe has ac- 
cepted the resignation of the Bourbons, 
not to incorporate your territory in his 
already so extensive imperial domi- 
nions, but to establish the Spanish mo- 
narchy on renovated principles, to be 
subservient to his irresistable power, to 
the end that he may introduce all the 
salutary rcfqrms which wc have so long 
fruitlessly hoped for. It is with this 
purpose that he has summoned around 
his serene person the deputies of the 
towns and provinces, and municipal 
corporations of the state, in order to 
consult on the fundamental laws which 
may serve to secure the supreme power 
and the allegiance of the subjects. He 
will place the crown of Spain upon the 
head of the noble-minded prince, who. 
by the gentleness of his disposition, will 
succeed in winning all hearts. He will 
display resources which no other will 
have in his pow v er, and will soon re- 
place Spain in that station from which 
she has only sunk from the weakness 
of the princes who have hitherto go*: 
verned her. Is it not possible, that 
now the dawn of felicity is arising, 
there should be found persons, who, 
unable to appreciate the lofty destiny 
which awaits us, Rnd unworthy of the 
honoured name of true Spaniards Rpd 
upright friends of their couptry, should 
labour to mislead you, and abandon 
you to all the horrors of a civil war, at 
the very moment when the hero, who 
must be the object of our daily blessing 
and the admiration of following ages, 
is altogether busied in carrying iuto ef- 
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feet the project* he hat formed for the 
felicity of Spain ? It certaiuly did not 
become the junta to apprehend so great 
• crime from Spaniards, so estimable 
for the love of their country : and yet 
they are grieved to be informed, that 
•ome have been carried away by an ill- 
understood zeal, and a mistaken con- 
science and allegiance: that others 
have been brought to doubt concerning 
the real interests of their country : and 
more than all these, that the secret 
machinations of a people, by system 
the enemies of the continent, have been 
employed to seduce a part of the good 
people of some of the provinces, and 
*ow the seeds of sedition and rebellion. 
Brave Spaniards 1 will you suffer your- 
felves to be deceived 6y their fraudu- 
lent promises ? Will you be the vic- 
tims of their destructive errors? Shqll 
the generosity of your feelings be abu- 
sed, to drive you, your fortunes, and 
your families to perdition ? What end 
do the inciters to disorder and desola- 
tion promise to themselves? Is it the 
restoration pf your ancient princes ? — 
They are beyond the frontiers of Spain. 
What have they to expect from your 
powerless efforts? Will you defend 
the laws on which your happiness de- 
pends ? Why then do you labour to 
annihilate the laws? On the other 
hand, are not measures now taking to 
Restore to the nation the possession of 
Its ancient liberties, and its primitive 
customs — a felicity which but a few 
days since no one could have hope for ? 
What is it then you expect, ye misled 
inhabitants pf the provinces ? Will you 
draw upon yourselves all the horrors of 
war, to see your fields ravaged, your 
cities burnt, your dwellings laid deso- 
late ? Do you think that the disorderly 
rebellion of a people, brave, but inex- 
perienced, without generals, without 
finances, without magazines, without 
provisions, without military supplies, 
can maintain a conflict against soldiers 
inured to war, and grown old in the 
habit of conquering? The junta still 
flatter themselves that you will weigh 
the fatal consequences which -will infal- 
libly result from your first proceedings, 
gltould unhappily a foolish obstinacy 
prevent your speedily returning to the 
pathk of obedience and patriotism, 
which a moment of doubt has made 
you abandon. In order to convince 
voq, that it is their sole desire to en- 
lighten your judgment, and enable you 


to perceive that the prince, their pre* 
sident, and the Emperor of the French, 
in whose hands our fate is placed, liave 
no other object than your felicity ; the 
junta will bririg to your knowledge the 
objects of the new sovereign who comes 
to reign over qs. Hear and judge !— * 
The Cortes, the ancient securities^/ our 
rights and privileges, shall be restored 
with more powers and under a better 
form than has for a long time taken 
plaice. They shall bp convened every 
three years at least, and more frequent- 
ly when the wants of the nation shall 
require their meeting, The annual ex*? 
penditqro of the royal family shall be 
fixed. The sum assigned out of the 
royal treasury shall be liable to no in- 
crease ; it shall be less than one half 
of what has hitherto been issued for 
that purpose. The catholic worship 
shall be exclusively established in Spain. 
No other shall be tolerated. Finally, 
the junta of the government has strong 
reasons to hope, that the personal con- 
tribution in support of the present war 
will be considerably diminished, in con- 
sequence of thp improvements which 
the new government is phout to intro- 
duce, and of the present political state 
of Europe, which requires the most 
strenuous exertions in support of the 
marine, and admits of a diminution of 
the land force A gradual improvement 
shall take place in every department of 
the finances; credit shall be universal- 
ly restored, the national debt fixed, 
and in a few years discharged. The 
administration of justice shall be subr 
jeet to invariable rules, and the supe- 
rior power shall not interrupt itscourse. 
Agriculture shall be encouraged. New 
life shall be given to commerce .and in- 
dustry. The military and naval force . 
hare their ancient splendour. All 
means which can secure the felicity of 
the people shall be alike employed.— 
Judge now whether it be your interest 
to take up arms, to annihilate that, 
which is to establish your felicity and 
that of your children and descendants; 
and whether they are true Spaniards, 
and can be friends of their country, 
who endeavour to spread among you 
the fire o! sedition. Such, Spaniards, 
Js the destiny which awaits you, if you 
will maintain peace and order aiqong 
yourfcelves ; if you cordially unite your- 
selves with your government and your lo- 
cal magistracies. It all of you he anima- 
ted by the desire to act well, you are aboat 
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to become happy ; hut if you neglect the 
salutary council which the junta of the 
government gives you, then fear the just 
resentment of a Monarch, who is as 
severe in avenging a useless and blind 
obstinacy, as he is generous and quick 
to forgive a sudden burst of error. Are 
you ignorant that already numerous 
French armies are within the Spanish 
territory ? Do you know that other 
armies, as numerous, approach your 
frontiers ? The provinces which do not 
instantly return to their duty, shall be 
immediately beset by Trench troops, 
and treated with all the severity of 
military law. The Lieutenant-General 
of the kingdom has 'already issued com- 
mands that several divisions shall ad- 
vance and punish the seditious ; hut the 
junta of government have b£cn desirous 
to withdraw those provinces, in which 
disorders have been committed, from 
inevitable danger. Tor them they have 
implored ; they have offered in their 
name they will recognize their errors 
and return to order. His Imperial and 
Royal highness has graciously listened 
to both ; he has suspended the punish- 
ment of the guilty. But vengeance'will 
be dreadful, if the treacherous instiga- 
tors of the malevolent have more power 
over the minds of Spaniards than the 
paternal voice of their magistrates, their 
ministers, and all the civil and military 
authorities. 

“ Madrid, June 3, 1808.” 

[Here follow the Signatures.] 

Bayonne , June 13. — On the 8th. 
J)th> 10th, and llthinst, his catho- 
lic Majesty received at his Levee the 
numerous Spaniards who.arein this 
city. He daily holds long conver- 
sations with them ; and they are 
every day seen returning from these 
audiences with hearts full of expecta- 
tion from that futurity which awaits 
them from a Prince of such a gentle, 
friendly, and just character. 

The following remarkable intelli- 
gence has been received from Madrid, 
dated June 6 : — The English, al ways 
ready to make stipulations for the 
blood of the people of the continent, 
have not, in the present Circum- 
stances, forgotten to make an expe- 
riment for buying over the Marquis 
de Sozorro, captain-general of Cadiz. 


Here follows the reply which he sent 
to the English commandant. 

My lord, 

“ My country has a government ; 
I haVe no authority but that with 
which it has entrusted tnc, and to 
it your lordship may make your 
proposition. It doe9 not belong t6 
me to listen to such things, and I 
have never given your lordship any 
occasion for making such proposals; 
1 hope, therefore, that you will not 
renew them. 1 am much obliged 
to your lordship for your congratu- 
lation, on account of my return to 
to this city, and have the honour to 
be, &c. 

“ Marquis dr Sozorro," 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPANISH* 
INSURGENTS. 

From the Seville Gazette , June 1, and 4. 

The constituted authorities of 
Seville assembled in the the lower, 
house on the 27th of May, and con- 
stituted themselves into a Supreme 
junta of government . The follow- 
ing were the measures which they 
adopted : — 

They proclaimed Ferdinand VII. 
Kl ig of Spain and the Indies, with 
the accustomed formalities. They 
took possession of the artillery, mus- 
kets, and powder in the royal mas- 
tranza of artillery, and ;distributed 
them for purposes of defence. They 
ordered all persons, from l6 to 4 5 f 
who had not children to enrol them- 
selves, and after completing the re- 
giments deficient in their proper 
numbers, they distributed the re- 
mainder in new corps. They sent 
couriers to all the principal towns in 
the South of Spain, to invite them 
to follow the example of Seville. 
They ordered subordinate juntas to 
be established in all towns having 
2009 householders, to correspond 
with and act under the supreme 
junta. All these measures were car* 
ried into effect with the greatest 
promptness and alacrity. 
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Murcia , May 24. - — Ferdinand 
VII. was this day proclaimed King, 
in presence of the bishop and nobi- 
lity, with Florida Blanca at the 
head of the hitter. The greatest 
enthusiasm prevailed among the 
» people. 

Carthagena, May 21 .—Ferdinand 
Vll. was this day proclaimed, in 
consequence of the popular cry in 
his favour. General Salcedo, who 
had received orders to carry the fleet 
to Toulon, has been deprived of the 
command. A junta of war appoint- 
ed, at the head of which is Lieut. 
General Cisneros, and under him 
Ciscar and other officers. — Afelucca 
was sent to Port Mahon with this 
intelligence. The French consul 
had fled on board a Danish corvette** 
and all the stamped paper sent from 
Madrid in the name of Murat, as 
Lieut. General of the kingdom, has 
been burned ; officers have been 
sent to rouse the people of Granada, 
Murcia, and Valencia. 

Granada , May 2 9* — All the towns 
on the coast of Granada have de- 
clared for Ferdinand VII. and the 
recruiting for his service goes on 
briskly. Escalante, Captain General 
•f Granada, who had endeavoured 
to stifle the popular voice in favour 
of Ferdinand VII. has been deprived 
of his command, which has been 
given to D. Joaquim Romano, Co- 
lonel of a regiment of Spanish ca- 
valry. The proclamation of Ferdi- 
nand VII. was effected by the in- 
fluence of Don Joseph Santiago, 
Lieutenant of Artillery, after the 
Captain-Gentjral had used his efforts 
to prevent it. 

Seville , June 4 . — Ferdinand VII. 
has been proclaimed' at Sebriga, 
Xenex.P. de Ste. Maria, ‘Pto, Veal 
and Leon. The people of Cadiz 
have placed D. Tomas de Moula at 
their head. The to.tal force at 
Cadiz amounts to 13,925 inftantry, 
and 17 squadrons of cavalry. Com- 
munication was opened with the 
English squadron this morning, by 


Don Henry M‘Donnell, Chef d'Esca- 
dre, and Don Pedro Creux Order, 
of the royal audience of Seville. 
Ferdinand VII. proclaimed at Cadiz, 
on the 31st. The stores and ammu- 
nition on board the French fleet 
have been secured ; among other 
things 8000 muskets have been ob- 
tained and sent to San Lucar, to be 
transmitted to Seville. 

Gen. Castanos ha^ declared in 
favour of Ferdinand VII. The troops 
under hiscommand amount to 8,^41 
men, of whom 3,234 men will this 
day arrive at Ronda, on their march 
to Seville. 

PRECAUTIONS, 

Which it 'will be proper to observe 
throughout the different provinces 
of Spain, in the necessity to which 
they have been driven by the French, 
of resisting the unjust and violent ' 
possession which their armies are 
endeavouring to takeoj the kingdom *• 
We cannot doubt, a moment of 
the exertions which the united pro- 
vinces of Spain would make to ob- 
struct and defeat the malicious de- 
signs of the French, and that they 
will sacrifice even their lives on tin* 
occasion, the most important, and 
even unparalelled in the history of , 
the nation, both in the thing itself, 
and in the horrible means of ingra- 
titude and perfidy by which the 
French have undertaken, pursued, 
and are still endeavouring to effect 
our slavery 

, 1. Let the first object be to avoid 
all general actions, and to convince 
ourselves of the very great hazards, 
without any advantage, or even the 
hope of it, to which they would ex- 
pose us. The reasons of this reso- 
lution are many, and such as any 
one will discover who has the use of 
his understanding. 

2. A war of partizans is the sys- 
tem which suits us ; theembarrassing 
and wasting the enemy's armies by 
want of provisions, destroying bridges, 
throwing up entrenchments in proper 
situations, and other similar means* 
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The situation of Spain, its many 
mountains, and the parses which they 
present, its rivers and torrents, and 
even the collocation of its provinces, 
invite us to carry on this species of 
warfare successfully. 

3. It is indispensible that each 
province should have its general, of 
known talents, and of such experi- 
ence as our situation permits, that 
his heroic loyalty should inspire the 
utmost confidence, and that every 
general should have under his com- 
mand officers of merit, particularly 
of artillery and engineers. 

4. As a combined union of plans 
is the soul of every well -concerted 
enterprise, and that which alone 
can promise and facilitate a success- 
ful issue, it appears indispensible 
that there shmrki he three generalu- 
Minos, who should act in concert 
with each other -one who should 
command m the four kingdoms of 
Andalusia, in Mercia, and Lower 
Esttemadura — another in Valencia, 
Arragon, and Catalonia ; a person 
of the greatest credit being appointed 
to Navarre, the Bis&tvan provinces, 
Moutanus, Asturias, Rioja, and 
the North of Old Castile, for the 
purpose which will be mentioned 
hereafter. 

5. 'Each of these generals and 
generalissimos will form an army of 
veterans, troops and peasantry uni- 
ted, and put himself in a situation 
to undertake enterprises, and to 
succour the most exposed points, 
keeping up always a frequent com- 
munication with the other generalis- 
simos, in order that all may act by 
common accord, and assist one 
another. 

6* Madrid and La Mancha require 
an especial general, to concert and 
execute the enterpnzes which their 
parpeu Jar local situation demands-— 
bn only object roust be to embarrass* 
the enemy's armies, to take away or 
Cotoff their provisions, to attack them 
in flank and rear, and not to leave- 
them a moment of repose. The cot* 
VOL. IV. 


rage of these inhabitants is well- 
known, and they will eagerly em- 
brace such enterprize? if they are 
led as they should be. In the suc^ 
Cession war the enemy entered twice 
into the interior of the kingdom, and 
even as far as its capital, and this 
was the cause of their defeat, their 
entire ruin, and their utter failure 
ol success. 

7. The generalissimos of the North 
and East will block up the entrances- 
to the provinces under their com- 
mand, and come to the assistance of 
any one that may be attacked by the 
enemy, to prevent as much as possi- 
ble all pill »gc, and preserve its inha- 
bitants from the desolation of war ; 
the many mountains and defiles 
which are on the confines of these 
provinces being favourable to such 
projects. 

S’. The destination of the General 
df Navarre, Biscay, and the rest of 
(his department, is the most impor- 
tant of all, in which he will be as- 
sisted by the generals of the North 
and East, with the troops and other 
succours which he stands in need 
of. His whole business mus: be to 
shut the entrance of Spain against 
frt sh Trench troops, and to harrass 
and destroy those that return from 
Spain to Fiance by this point. The 
very rugged local situation of these 
provinces will be of singular advan- 
tage in such a design,' and these 
enterprizes if well concerted, and 
carried intoexeeiition, will no doubt 
be successful ; and the same may be 
understood of the different points by 
which the French troops which are 
in Portugal may come into Spain, 
or by which French troops may 
enter through Rousillon into Cata- 
lonia, for there is not much to be 
apprehended for Arragon. And, 
even from Portugal, itis not thought 
th*t they will escape, on account 
of the proclamations which have 
been circulated in that kingdom, 
and the hatred that they before bore 
te the Ftenth increased with- 
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oujt measure by the innumerable 
evils which they have been made to 
suffer, and the cruel oppression m 
which they are held by them. 

9 . At the same time it would be 
very proper that the generalissimos 
should publish and circulate frequent 
proclamations amongst the people 
and rouse theii courage and loyalty, 
shewing them that they have every 
thing to fear from the horrible per- 
fidy, with which the French have 
dealt with Spain, and even with 
their King Ferdinand VI 1; and that 
if they rule over us all is lost, Kings, 
Monarchy, property, liberty, inde- 
pendence, and religion ; and that 
therefore it is necessary to sacrifice 
our lives and property in defence of 
the King and of the country, and 
though our lot (which we hope will 
never come to pass) should destine 
us to become slaves, let us becotne 
so fighting and dying like gallant 
men, not giving up ourselves basely 
to the yoke like sheep, as the late 
infamous government would have 
done, and fixing upon Spam and 
her, slavery eternal ignomy and dis- 
grace. Fiance has never domineered 
over us, nor set her foot in our ter- 
ritory. We have many times mas- 
tered her, not by deceit, but by 
torce of arms ; we have made her 
Kings prisoners, and we h^ive made 
the nation tremble — we are the same 
Spaniards, and France, and Europe, 
and the world shall see, that we are 
r.ot less gallant, nor less brave than 
the most glorious of our ancestors. 

10, All persons of education, in 
the provinces should be stimulated 
to frame, print* and publish fre- 
quent short discourses, in order to 
pieserve the public opinion, and 
the ardour of the nation, confuting 
at the same time the infamous diaries 
of Madrid, which the baseness of 
the late government has permitted 
and still permits, to be published in 
Madrid itself, and has caused to be 
circqlate<i 'Aftfgad* detecting their 
fialsebopds^od continual contradic- 


tions; let them cover with shame 
the miserable authors of those diaries, 
and sometimes extend their remarks- 
to those Charlatans, the French 
gazetteers, and even to their Moni- 
teur ; and let them display and pub- 
lish to Spain,, and to all Europe, 
their horrible falsehoods and venal 
praises, for they afford abundant 
matter for such a work. Let all such 
perverted minds tremble at Spain, 
and let France know that the Spa- 
niards have thoroughly penetrated 
their designs, and therefore it is that 
they justly detest and abominate 
them, and that they will sooner lay 
down their lives thansubmit to their 
iniquitous and barbarous yoke. 

1 1 . .Care shall be taken to explain 
to the nation, and to convince them 
that when freed, as we trust to be, 
from this civil war, to which the 
French have forced us, and when 
placed in a state oi tranquillity, our 
Lord and King Ferdinand VIL 
being restored to the throne, under 
him and by him, the Cortes will be 
assembled, abuses reformed, and 
such laws shall be enacted as the 
circumstances of the time and expe* 
rience may dictate for the public 
good and happiness. Things which 
we Spaniards know how to do, which 
we have done as well as other na- 
tions, without any necessity that 
the vile French come to instruct us 
and, accoiding to their custom, 
under the mask of friendship, and' 
wishes for our happiness, should 
contrive, for this alone they are con- 
triving, to plunder us, to violate 
our women, to as$asinate us, to de- 
prive us of our liberty, or laws, and 
our King, to scoff at and destroy our 
h(?ly religion, as they have hitherto 
done, and will always continue to 
do so, as long as thatspirit of perfidy 
and ambition which oppresses and 
tyrannizes over them shall endure. 

Juan Bautista Pardo, 

Secretary. 

By Order of the Supreme Junta." 
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Jnswer returned to the Council of 
Government by the Most Illustrious 
Bishop of Orense t Don Pedro 
Quevedoy Quintano t on the subject 
of his having been appointed a de- 
puty to the Meeting of Council in 
Bayonne . 

MOST EXCELLENT SIR, 

A collector of taxes of Corunna 
delivered tome, ©n Wednesday, the 
25tfi instant, in the afternoon, your 
excellency’s letter, dated the 19 th, 
by which I have perceived among 
other things, that I am appointed 
to be present at the meeting, which 
is to be held at Bayonne, in order 
to concert, as far as possible, means 
of securing the liberty of the realm 
agreeably to the wishes of the Great 
Emperor of the French, who feels 
anxious to raise it to the highest 
degree of prosperity and glory. 

' Although my means and informa- 
tion are but scanty, yet in the most 
anxious desire to promote the true 
happiness and glory of the nation, I 
ought not to yield to any person 
whomsoever, and I would not omit 
any thing which should appear tome 
practicable and conducive to that 
end. But my advanced age of 
seventy-three, a fit of illness, and 
habitual infirmities, prevent me from 
undertaking so long a journey in so 
short a time, which is not sufficient 
to perform it, and much less to 
acquire the intelligence and infor- 
mation which are requisite to fulfil 
the duty attached to the above ap- 
pointment. 1 therefore, think myself 
obliged to decline that charge, as I 
hereby do, entertaining no doubt, 
hut that his serene highness the Duke 
of Berg, and the supreme council of 
government, will deem my prayer 
to admit my excuse and exonerate 
from that office, just and ne- 
cessary. 

At the same time I take leave, 
with regard to the welfare of the na- 
tion, and with respect to the views 
of the Emperor and King, who in- 
tends to become, as it were, the 


Angel of peace, protector and tute- 
lary divinity of our country, and 
who has so many times evinced the 
lively interest, he takes in augment- 
ing the power, wealth, and felicity 
of our nation and Sovereign, his 
allies, to represent and observe to 
the supreme council of government, 
•and through it to the Emperor and 
King of Italy himself, what i should 
say and declare at the meeting at 
Bayonne, if it were in my power to 
be present, before 1 would enter 
upon the discussion of the objects 
for which it seems to be convened. 

It is intended to cure evils, to 
repair losses, and to improve the 
fate of the monarchy and nation ; 
but on what principle and founda- 
tion is this intended to be done ? 
Have the means or remedies stood 
the test of experience ? Does there 
exist for that purpose any firm au- 
thority acknowledged by the na- 
tion ? doth it choose to subject itself, 
and doth it expect to be saved in 
this manner? and are there no in- 
firmities which are rendered worse, 
and more exhausted by medicines ; 
of which it has been said, tangant 
vulnera sacra nullce manor . (Let no 
hands touch sacred souls.) 

And doth it not appear, that the 
remedies which the mighty protec- 
tor, the Emperor Napoleon, has 
administered to his ally, and to the 
royal family of Spain, are of that 
description ? These evils have been 
aggravated to such a degree, that 
there is reason to despair of their re- 
covery. We see them shut up in 
the French empire, in a country 
which banished them for ever, and 
where the elder branch was cruelly 
cut off by the fury and violence of 
a senseless and sanguinary revolu- 
rion, and such being the case, what 
has Spain to hope ? Will her cure 
render hersituatiun more favourable. 
The means and remedies to be em- 
ployed do not warrant that hope. 
The abdications of her Kings in 
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Bayonne, and of her Infants in Bor- 
deaux, where they are not supposed 
to be free, and where they are con- 
sidered as being surrounded by arti- 
fice and force, and deprived of the 
talents and assistance of their faithful 
subjects i abdications which cannot 
be conceived, nor indeed appear 
possible, if the natural impressions 
of paternal and filial love, the ho- 
nour and lustre of the whole fami- 
ly, in which all honest men feel so 
deeply concerned, be taken into 
consideration ; abdications which 
have been tendered suspicious to 
the whole nation, and from which 
depends all the authority which the 
Emperor and King in justice can 
assume, demand for their validity 
and firmness, or at least for the sa- 
tisfaction of the whole Spanish mo- 
narchy, that they be ratified by the 
kings and infants, who made them, 
in a state of perfect freedom from 
Compulsion and fear. And there is 
nothing which could reflect more 
glory on the great Emperor, Napo- 
leon I. who feels so deeply concern-* 
ed in their happiness, than to re- 
store to Spain her august monarchs 
and their family ; to dispose that in 
her bosom , and in a general assembly 
the states of the realm , they may 
act as their free and uncontrouled will 
shall direct ; and that the naticn , 
with that independence and sovereign- 
ty which belong to it , may proceed in 
consequence thereof \ to acknowledge 
him us their lawful king , whom nature , 
right and circumstances, shall call to 
the Spanish throne . This magnani- 
mous and generous proceeding would 
prove the greatest eulogium of the 
Emperor ; it would be greater and 
more worthy of admiration than all 
(he victories and laurels which encir- 
cle his brow , and distinguish him 
among the monarchs of the earth . — 
Spain would be rescued from the 
calamitous “Cate with which she is 
threaiened, recover from all her in- 
firmities, enjoy perfect health, offer 
up thanks to God, and pay the tri- 


bute of unfeigned gratitude to her 
saviour and true protector ; then 
the greatest of the Emperors of Eu- 
rope, the moderate, the Just, the 
magnanimous, the benevolent Na- 
poleon the Great. 

For the present, Spain cannot but 
look on him in a widely different 
light ; he appears, unless he proves 
the contrary, the oppressor of her 
princes and herself. She must con- 
sider herself as chained and ensla- 
ved, while offers of felicity are lield 
out to her j chained and enslaved 
by artifice, violence, and a nume- 
rous army, which was admitted as 
friends, either by imprudence and 
fear, as perhaps by fraud and base 
treachery, serving to sanction an 
authority, which it is no easy task 
to esteem lawful. 

Who was it that appointed his se- 
rene highness the Duke of Berg de- 
puty governor of the realm ? Is this 
not an appointment made in Bayonne, 
in France, by a pious King, worthy 
of the most sincere respect and love 
of his subjects, but who is in the 
hands of imperious advisers, and 
controuled by the force and power 
to which he subjected himself? — 
And is it not an artful, fantastical 
idea, to appoint the commanding 
general of an army by which he is 
threatened, deputy governor of bis 
kingdom, and immediately after to 
abdicate his crown ? Did Charles 
IV. wish to be restored to his throne 
only for this reason, that be might 
.despoil of it his children? And 
was it necessary to appoint a deputy 
governor, in order that by means of 
that authority* and of his military 
power, he might be able to prevent 
Spain from adopting measures to 

obstruct the consummation of a pro- 
ject of that nature? I much doubt 
that, not only in Spain, but in all 
Europe, one upright person enn be 
found, who does not in his bosom 
declaim against acts so extraordina- 
ry and suspicious, not to say more. 

To conclude, tfie nation w.witb* 
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oat a king, and at a loss how to act. 
The abdication of its king, and the 
appointment of a deputy governor 
of the realm, are afcts done in 
France, and insight of an £mperor, 
who conceives that be secures the 
happiness of Spain, by giving her a 
dynasty, springing up from that lucky 
family, which fancies to be incapa- 
ble of producing princcs^yho do 
not possess the same talents for go- 
verning nations, as the invincible 
and victorious Napoleon, the legis- 
lator, the philosopher, the great Em- 
peror. The supreme council of go- 
vernment, controuled by an armed 
president, and surrounded by an 
army, cannot but consider itself de- 
prived of liberty ; all public boards 
and tribunals of the capital are in 
the same situation. What confu- 
sion ! what chaos ! what source of 
calamities for Spain ! They cannot 
be warded off by a meeting convened 
without the kingdom, and the mem- 
bers of which can neither possess, 
nor believe themselves possessed of 
liberty. And should the tumultu- 
ous commotions which may be ap- 
prehended within the realm, be 
joined by pretensions of foreign prin- 
ces and powers, by succour offered 
or solicited, and troops should come 
to fight in her bosom against the 
French, and the party which sides 
with them ; is it possible to conceive 
greater devastation and a scene more 
calamitous than would then ensue ? 
The compassion, love, and solici- 
tude of the Emperor and King, evin- 
ced in her favour, so far from heal- 
ing her wounds, will increase her 
disasters. 

I therefore request, with all due 
submission, the supreme council of 
government will take into its most 
serious consideration, what appear 
to me just apprehensions well wor- 
thy of their deliberation, and of be- 
ing represented to the great Napo- 
leon. It has hitherto been in my 
power to reckon on the rectitude of 
hit mind, frtta from ambition, and 


abhorring a crafty and artful poli- 
cy. And I still hope, that being 
perfectly satisfied, that the prospe- 
rity of Spain cannot be secured by 
enslaving her, he will not apply 
himself to chain her down in order 
to perform her cure, became she i $ 
neither insane nor mad . Let first a 
lawfal authority be established, and 
afterwards her cure be taken in hand. 

Pedro, Bishop of Orense. 
Orense , the <2yth May, 1808. 

To his Excellency Don Sebastian 

Pinuela. 

PROCLAMATION 
OF THE COUNCIL GENERAL OF 

THE PRINCIPALITY. 

Loyal Asturians ! 

Beloved Countrymen your first 
wishes are already fulfilled. The 
principality, discharging those duties 
which are most sacred to men, has 
already formally declared war a- 
gainst France. You may perhaps 
dread this vigorous resolution: but 
what other measure could or ought 
we to adopt! Shall there be found 
one single ,man among us, who pre- 
fers the vile and ignominious death 
of slaves to the glory of dying on the 
field of honour, with arm* in his 
hand, defending our unfortunate 
Monarch, our homes, our children, 
and our wives? If the very moment 
when those hordes of banditti were 
receiving the kindest offices and fa-* 
vours from the inhabitants of ouf 
capital, they murdered in cold blood 
upwards of 2000 people, for no other 
reason than their having defended 
their insulted brethren, what could 
we eccpeCt from them, had we sub^- 
mitted to their dominion ? Their 
perfidious conduct towards our King 
and his whole family, (who they de-> 
ceived and decoyed into France, un-* 
der the promise of an, eternal armis- 
tice, in order to chain them all) has 
no precedent in history. Their con- 
duct towards the whole nation is* 
more iniquitous than we had the 
right to expect from a horde of HoU 
tentots. They have profaned our 
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temples; they have insulted our re- 
ligion ; they haveassailed our wives; 
in fine, they have broken all their 
promises, and there exists no right 
which they have not violated. To 
arms, Asturians, to arms ! let us not 
forget that Asturias, at the time of 
another invasion, which undoubted- 
ly was less unjust, restored the mo- 
narchy. Let us aspire to the same 
glory on the present occasion. Let 
ns recollect, that no foreign nation 
could ever lord it over us, whatever 
exertion it may have made for that 
purpose. Let us offer up our pray- 
ers to the God of hosts. Let us im- 
plore the intercession of our Lady 
of Battles, whose image is wor- 
shipped in the most ancient temple 
of Covadonga ; and perfectly sure 
that she cannot forsake us in so-just 
a cause, let us rush upon our de- 
testable enemy, “and annihilate and 
drive out of our peninsula a people 
50 base and treacherous. This de- 
mand is addressed to you, in the 
name of your representatives, by the 
procurator-general of the principa- 
lity. Alvaro Florez Estauda. 

Then follows a manifesto from the 
province of Arragon, signed by Pa- 
jafox, the captain-general, and go- 
vernor of the province, in which it is 
stated that “ Providence has pre- 
served in Arragon an immense quali- 
ty of muskets, ammunition, and ar- 
tillery, which have not treacherously 
been sold, or delivered to the ene- 
mies of our repose/’ It then proceeds 
— “ Fear not, Arragoniam; let us 
defend the most just of causes, and 
wesball be invincible. Theenemy’s 
troops now in Spain are not able to 
withstand our efforts. Woe betide 
them, should they dare to repeat in 
any other Spanish town what they 
did in Madrid on, the 2d. of May ; 
sacrificing without pity, and calling 
those seditious and assassins, of whom 
they had but very lately received ho- 
nours and favours, which they did 
not deserve.” — It concludes by de- 
claring, “ That the French Emperor, 


all the individuals of his family, and 
every French general aud officer, 
shall be personally responsible for 
the safety of the King, and of hit 
brother and uncle.-^-That in case 
any violence should be attempted 
against lives so valuable, in order 
that Spain may not be without a 
King, the nation will make use of 
their elective right in favour of the 
Archduke Charles, (of Austria), as 
nephew of Charles Hi. in case that 
the Prince of Sicily, or the infant 
Don Pedro, and the other heirs, 
should not beable to concur.— That 
should the French army commit any 
robberies, devastations, and mur- 
ders, either in Madrid or any other 
town invaded by the French troops, 
they shall be considered as guilty of 
high treason, and no quarter shall 
be given to them. That all transac- 
tions which have taken place, shall 
be considered as illegal, void, and 
extorted by violence. That what- 
ever may hereafter he done in Ba- 
yonne shall also be considered as 
null and void, and all who shall take 
an active part in the like transac- 
tionsshall be deemed traitors to their 
country. — All other provinces and 
kingdoms of Spain, not yet invaded 
by the enemy, are invited to meet 
by deputies at Termal, or any other 
suitable place, to nominate a lieute-? 
nant-general, whose orders shall be 
obeyed by the particular chiefs of 
the different kingdoms/’ 

TIIE PROVINCE OF VALLADOLID, 

TO ALL THE PROVINCES Of 
9PAI*. 

Noble Castilians ! 

The common foe of mankind was 
the traitor who tore from our bosom 
our amiable Ferdinand VII. and 
whole royal family. He carries his 
audacity the length of holding out to 
us offers of happiness and peace, 
while he is laying wasteour couutry, 
pulling down our churches, and 
slaughtering our brethren. His pride 
cherished by a set of villjans who are 
constantly anxious to offer iuce.n*4 
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on his shrine, and tolerated by num- 
berless victims, who pine in his 
chains, have caused him to conceive 
the fantastical idea of proclaiming 
himself lord and ruler of the whole 
world. There is no atrocity which 
he does not commit to attain that 
end. The respectable name of the 
great Emperor of Russia ; the politi- 
cal dissimulation of the German Em- 
peror; the timorous condescension 
of the holy father of the church; 
the opinion of true Frenchmen, ex- 
posed more than others to the se- 
verity of their iron sceptre; in short, 
the most sacred laws of humanity 
have been trampled under foot with 
the utmost contempt, to pronounce 
the dreadful sentence of the extirpa- 
tion of the house of Bourbon. Shall 
all these outrages, all these iniquities 
remain unpunished, while Spaniards, 
and Castilian Spaniards, yet exist ? 
No, it cannot be. Your minds glow- 
ing with generous ardour for your 
religion and your country, have re- 
solved to renew the heroic scenes, in 
which Castilian valour shone with 
immortal lustre, saved the country, 
and consolidated our religion. The 
stratagems which hitherto secure 
victories to the tyrant, vanished the 
moment when Europe saw with her 
own eyes the artful snares and de- 
vices by which he seduced the un- 
wary, until he bent their neck un- 
der his yoke. Let us then shed the 
last drop to resist that dominion. 
Let us all become gallant soldiers, 
full of discipline and subordination. 
Let us breathe but obedience and 
respect for the great man by whom 
we are governed, one of the best ge- 
nerals of Spain, his excellency Don 
Gregorio de la Cuerta. To arms, 
Castilians, to arms ; let us die for 
°ur country, our religion, and our 
King. 

ADDRESS TO THE FRENCH’ 
SOLDIERS. 

Frenchmen ! You possess no 

longer either laws or liberty, nor 
iny goad whatever; with streams of 


blood shed by yourselves and your 
children, you have been compelled 
to enslave Europe. A family, not 
French reigns over you, and several 
European nations, without the least 
benefit to France, or any other peo- 
ple. Spain, your constant ally, has 
contributed, you know, by a variety 
of means, to your triumphs ; and yet 
she has been despoiled of her laws, 
her Monarch, and greatness; her 
very religion is threatened; and all 
this has hitherto been achieved, not 
by gallantry and valour, but by 
treachery and fraud, in which you 
are forced to co-operate; your va- 
liant arms are defiled ; you are made 
to assist in deeds of infamy, incon- 
sistent with your generous character, 
and with the name of the great na- 
tion, which you have acquired. 

Frenchmen, the Spanish nation, 
you i ally and generous friend, invites 
you to withdraw from banners, which 
are destined to enslave all nations, 
and to enlist under our’s, which are 
raised for the best of causes, to de- 
fend our laws and our king, where- 
of we have been robbed, not by force 
©farms, but by fraud, treachery, and 
ingratitude of the deepest dye. We 
all will die, and you shall die with 
us to wipe otf the stain which will 
otherwise indelibly disgrace your 
nation. The Spaniards tender you 
the just reward for such an action ; 
with open arms will they receive you, 
and fight by your side; and when 
the war shall be terminated with 
that success, which they have every 
reason to expect, land shall he given 
you, which you may cultivate un- 
molested, and ptiss your remaining 
days amidst a nation, which loves 
and respects you, and where impar- 
tial justice shall incorruptibly pro- 
tect all your fair enjoyments. 

Italians, Germans of all the pro- 
vinces of that great nation, Polan- 
ders, Swiss, and ye all who compose 
the armites called French, will you 
fight for him, who oppressed and de~ 
spoiled yon of what you held most 
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aacred ; For bira, who has dragged 
^ou from your families and hopes, 
robbed you of your property, your 
wives, your children, your native 
country, which he has enslaved ? and 
will you fight against a nation, ge- 
nerous like the Spanish, from whom 
you experienced the kindest recep- 
tion, which loves you with the ten- 
derest attachment, and which at the 
zenith of its glory and dominion re- 
spected your rights, because it looks 
upon all men as brethren. Wil) you 
fight against a nation, which it is in- 
tended to subdue and enslave, not 
by dint of arms, as brave men would 
do, but under the cloak of alliance 
and friendship,by fraudulent treach- 
ery, detestable and horrid beyond 
any precedent in history, even 
among barbarous nations ? We hope 
you will not. Come to us, and you 
shall meet with valour, generosity, 
and true honour. We tender the 
samerewardstoyou as to the French; 
and we trust, you and your posteri- 
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ty will enjoy them in happiness and 
peace. 

Don J. B. Esteller, 1st. Sec-, 

Don J. B. Db Pedro, 2d. Sec. 

Seville , May 29 . 

PROCLAMATION OP PEACE 
WITH 

England and Sweden her Ally . 

[Published at Oviedo, June 20, 1808.] 
FERDINAND VII. KING OF SPAI&, 
AND IN HIS ROYAL NAME: 

The supreme junta of this princi- 
pality declares a general peace with 
England, and at the same timetheclo- 
sest alliance with that nation, which 
has with the greatest generosity of- 
fered all the succours and assistance 
that have been asked of her. They 
also declare peace with Sweden, and 
order that all our ports should be 
open to the vessels of both nations, 
and that this royal resolution be 
communicated to all the justices of 
the principality. 


Proceedings of the Spanish Insurgent*. 


PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS . 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday , June 8. 

This day the Lords met pursuant 
to adjournment. Counsel were far- 
ther heard in the competition for 
the Roxburgh estates. Several bills 
were brought from the Commons. 

Thursday , June 9» 

On the motion of the Lord Chan - 
ce//or, the bill of divorce applied 
for by Mr. Bland against his wife,, 
was rejected, on the ground that 
the petitioner had not coine into the 
house with clean hands, it being 
proved that be himself had lived in 
adultery with a strange woman. 

Friday , June 10. 

Counsel were farther heard in the 
Roxburgh competition causq. 4 
Saturday , June II. 

Lord Hawkesbvry delivered to the 


house a message from bis Majesty 
^respecting a treaty of alliance and 
subsidy with his Sicilian Majesty, 
similar to that delivered on Friday 
iiv the house of Commons. — Ordered 
to be taken into consideration on 
Monday. 

Monday , June 20. 

An address was voted item, con . 
to his Majesty, approving of the 
treaty with the King of Sicily. 

The local militia bill was report- 
ed, and an amendment proposed by 

Earl Fitzwilliam to exempt from its 
operation those who had been bal- 
loted under the training act, was 
negatived, on a declaration by mi-, 
msters that there was no intention 
of carrying the act i^to effect. 

Tuesday , June 21. 

The bill for allowing an accumu- 
lated per ceutage to Mr. Palmer 
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upon the revenues of the post-office, 
in requital of his having projected 
the admirable plan upon which the 
conveyance of the mails is establish- 
ed, was rejected by a majority of 
34 against 10. 

Wednesday , June 22. 

Lord Grenville presented a peti- 
tion from the Roman catholic mer- 
chants and bankers of Dublin, pray- 
ing that they might not be excluded 
from acting as directors and gover- 
nors of the bank of Ireland. His 
lordship afterwards moved that it 
be an instruction to the Committee 
on the Irish bank charter bill to ' 
, make provision accordingly.— -On a 
division the numbers were, Contents 
63, Non-contents 101. 

Thursday , June 23. 

The Royal assent was given by 
commission to the West India com- 
missioners accounts bill, the bar- 
rack commissioners accounts bill, 
the auditors accounts bill, the Irish 
loan bill, the Irish drawback and 
bounties bill, the Irish spirit regu- 
lation bill, Irish maltduty bill, hack- 
ney-coach bill, &c. 

Friday , June 24. 

Several bills were brought up from 
the Commons, which were read a 
first time. 

Saturday , June 25. 

The Royal assent was given by 
commission to 8 public and 6 pri- 
vate bills. 

Monday , June 27 . 

On the bringing up of the appro- 
priation act, Earl Lauderdale ob- 
jected to the grant of 1,500,0001. 
to the East Irtflia company being 
comprehended in that act, by which 
means the Lords were precluded 
from the right of inquiring into the 
propriety of it. He therefore mo- 
ved that a message be sent to the 
Commons, desiring a copy of the 
report of the Committee on the af- 
fairs of the East India company. 

After a few words from Lords 
Suffolk, Hawkesbvry, and Holland , 
the motion was negatived. 

VOL. IT. 


On the second reading of the sti* 
pendiary curates bill. Lord Sidmouth 
moved that it be read a second time 
this day three months. — After some 
discussion, a division took place — 
Contents 17 — Non-contents 36. The 
bill was then read a second time. 

Tuesday , June 28. 

In the committee of privileges on 
the Roxburgh peerage, it was made 
an instruction to the committee, 
that Mr. Bellenden Ker wa? not 
entitled to be heard, but that Lady 
Essex Ker was entitled to be heard. 

Previous to leading the order of 
the day for the second reading of the 
stipendiary curates bill, 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire , 
with a view to obtain information 
which he thought important to the 
discussion of the bill, moved for a 
return of the number of benefices 
exceeding the value of 4001. per 
annum, distinguishing those in which 
the incumbents did not reside, and 
where curates were employed, &c« 
Some conversation ensued between 
Lords Hau'kesbury, Harrowby, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury , Lord 
Viscount Sidmouth, the Duke of 
Norfolk, and other lords. The 
difficulty of procuring the desired 
information, and the impossibility 
of obtaining it, with a view to dis- 
cussing the bill now% was contended 
on the one hand, and the necessity 
of having this information previous 
to discussing the bill, and the pro- 
priety of putting off the bill until 
such information could be procured, 
on the other. Lord Harrowby 
moved an amendment, to leave out 
the words “ distinguishing those/' 
on which the house divided, that 
the words stand part of the motion. 
— Contents, 19 — Non-contents, 28. 

On the order of the day for the 
second reading of the bill, 

The Bishop of London urged the 
expediency of passing the bill, in 
ordese to render more comfortable 
and more consistent with the duties 
they bad to perform, and* their edu- 
o 
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cition and station in life, the situa- 
tion of the curates, who were at 
present in many instances in a state 
of great distress, having large fami- 
lies to support with very inadequate 
means. 1 1 is lordship combated the 
objection that this was an invasion 
of property, by observing that it 
was -no more so than the property 
tax, or than the acts for making a 
better provision' for curates, which 
the legislature had already passed, 
and it was a sound principle in legisr 
lation to make the^appropriatiou of a 
portion of private property subservient 
to the public good. As to the power 
vested in the bishops, his lordship 
contended that a similar power had 
long been vested in them, which 
had never been abused. 

The Earl of Moira strongly ob- 
jected to the bill, which he still con- 
sidered as an unjust violation of pri- 
vate property. His lordship deci- 
dedly disapproved of the present 
bill, which he thought would tend 
to place the incutnbeqi and the cu- 
rate in continual hostility towards 
each other. 

Lord Harrowby defended the bill, 
which he thought called for by 
every consideration of justice. The 
p/operty of the church was, he con- 
tended, vested for the performance 
of certain conditions, and the object 
here was, that a portion of that 
property should l?e given to those 
who performed the duty. It was 
butjust that the incumbent who did 
not reside should pay the portion of 
his income, which this bill pre- 
scribed to the curates who did reside 
and do the duty. 

; Lord Viscount Sidmouth con- 
demned the measure as harsh and 
uujusl towards the incumbents, and 
as one not called for by the exis- 
tence of any actual evil so far as 
appeared to the house- His lord- 
ship concluded by moving to post- 
pone the second reading of thq^bill 
for three months. 

The Earl oi Su folk instanced two 


cases, in one of which the incumbent 
with a living of 100$/. per annum, 
gave his curate who did the whole 
duty 60/« a-year, with the addition of 
4/. for surplice fees, and in the other 
where the living was 500 L per ann . 
the curate had 50 guineas for doing 
the whole duty, and out of this the 
rector had deducted 5 guineas for the 
property tax, and the commissioners 
5 guineas more , leaving the curate 
only 40 guineas . These instances, bis 
lordship urged, were stronglyin favour 
of making the provisions prescribed 
in the present measure, which he 
thought a good bill, and which he 
should therefore support. 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire could 
not give his support to the bill, be- 
cause no case was made out to jus-* 
tify its introduction, and in his opi- 
nion, it was neither more nor less 
than a bill of pains and penalties 
agajnst the benehced clergy of this 
country. It was also founded upon 
a principle which went to affect the 
security of the whole of the church 
property, a principle which, in 
times like the present, it was highly 
dangerous for a moment to counte- 
nance. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
supported the bill as being conso- 
nant to the ancient established con- 
stitution of the church, which re- 
cognized the same powers vested in 
the bishop by the present bill, and 
thinking as be did, that it was per- 
fectly constitutional, and would not 
be attended with any of the bad ef- 
fects which other noble lords were 
of opinion that it would produce, be 
should give it bis support. 

The Duke of Norfolk was against 
the bill, as tending to violate pro- 
perty. 

Lord Lauderdale differed mate- 
rially, in many points, from several 
of the doctrines laid down by aright 
reverend prelate (jbe bishop of Lon* 
don.) He thought that the residence 
of the clergy was very desirable, 
but it did not follow that it should 
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be enforced by act of parliament, 
much less by a bill such &9 that now 
before their lordships, He thought 
it would be much safer to leave the 
relation s between the curates and 
rector 8 upon the same footing with 
those which subsist between the manu- 
facturer and the workmen whom he 
employs . Curates were generally young 
men , actuated by views ofprofessional 
ambition ; and by putting them at 
once in a comfortable situation , and 
thus annihilating this ambition , their 
lordships would be doing a material 
injury to the church ! He should 
therefore vote for the amendment 
proposed by the noble viscount. 

The house then divided upon Lord 
Sidmouth's amendment. — Contents, 
17 — Non contents 36\ 

The bill was afterwards res*d a 
second time, and committed for 
Thursday. 

Wednesday , June 29 . 

The judgment of the court below 
in the appeal cause, Lucina v. Craw- 
ford, was affirmed. The Welsh coals 
bill was thrown out on a division, 
44 against 36. 

Thursday , June 30. 

Earl Grosvenor put a question as 
to the rumoured erections in Hyde 
Park, but the discussion was thought 
unparliamentary.f-rThe stipendiary 
curates bill was negatived on the 
third reading without a division, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Bishops of Rochester , Bristol , and 
Carlisle worn of opinion it would do 
»%>re harm than goo’d. — On the 
third reading of the appropriation 
net, Lords Holland and Lauderdale , 
and the Duke of Re'dford, reprobated 
in strong terms thediminished grant 
to Maynooth college. 

Friday , July 1, 

A short conversation took place 
between Lord Holland and Lord 
Hawkesbury relative to Spain, when 
the latter declared it -to be the reso- 
lution of Government to act towards 
that country both as to the orders in 
council, and in every other respect, 


with the utmost generosity and libe- 
rality. 

Saturday , July 2. 

The royal assent was given by com- 
mission to the appropriation, the 
assessed taxes, the stamp duties, 
the annuities, the ale licenses, the 
oysters fishery ,and several other bills. 

Monday , July 4. 

Their lordships met shortly after 
three o'clock, and in the interim 
waiting the commission by which 
parliament was to be prorogued. 

Lord Suffolk rose to call the/at- 
tention of the house to the critical 
situation in which we now stood with 
respect to Spain. It was generally 
understood that a large armament 
was to be sent to assist the patriotic 
exertions of that nation in resisting 
the tyranny that would oppress its 
liberty, end in enabling it to assert 
its independence. Who was to com- 
mand that expedition ? Its fate 
might, perhaps, be closely connect- 
ed with the auspices and command 
under which it was to serve. He 
did not know* that we had now any 
responsible minister. In former ad- 
ministrations Mr. Pitt, Lord Sid- 
mouth, and latterly Lord Grenville, 
stood forward as thV avowed respon- 
sible ministers of their day. 

The Lord Chancellor rose, not to 
reply to the speech of the noble lord, 
but to order the black rod to the 
Commons, to desire their attendance 
in that house, to hear the commis- 
sion read. . 

The Commons shortly after at- 
tended*, headed by their Speaker, 
when, previous to reading the speech 
the royal assent Was notified to the 
sugar distillery bill, the Scotch judi- 
cature, and the Scotch locabmilitia 
bills, and to one private bill. — The 
following speech was then delivered, 
in his Majesty's name, by the Lord 
Chancellor: — 

My Lords and Gentlemen , 

..Sr have it in command from liis 
Majesty to express to yob the great 
satisfaction which he derives froii* 
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betfcg enabled, by putting an end to 
the present session of parliament, to 
terminate the laborious attendance 
which the public business has re- 
quired of you. 

The measure which you have 
adopted for the improvement of the 
military force of the country, pro- 
mises to lay the foundation of a sys- 
tem of internal defence eminently 
useful, and peculiarly adapted to 
the exigencies of these times. 

The sanction which you have given 
to those measures of defensive reta- 
liation, to which the violent attacks ' 
of the enemy, upon the commerce 
and resources of this kingdom, com- 
pelled his Majesty to resort, has been 
iighly satisfactory to his Majesty. 

His Majesty doubts not that in 
# the result the enemy will be con- 
vinced of the impolicy of persevering 
in a system which retorts Upon him- 
self, in so much greater proportion, 
those evils which he endeavours to 
inflict upon this country. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons , 

We are commanded by his Majes- 
ty to return his most hearty acknow- 
ledgments, for the cheerfulness and 
liberality with which the necessary 
supplies for the current year have 
been provided. 

His Majesty directs us to assure 
you, that he participates in the sa- 
tisfaction with which you must have 
contemplated the flourishing situa- 
tion of the revenue and credit of the 
country, notwithstanding the conti- 
nued pressure of the war; and he 
congratulates you upon having been 
enabled to provide for the exigencies 
of the public service, with so small 
an addition to the public burthens. 

His Majesty commands us to 
thank you for having enabled him 
to make good his engagements with 
his allies; and to express to you the 
particular gratification which he has 
derived from the manner in which 
you have provided for the establish- 
ment of his sister, her royal highness 
the Duchess of Brunswick. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

His Majesty has great satisfaction 
in informing you, that, notwithstand- 
ing the formidable confederacy united 
against his ally the King of Sweden, { 
that sovereign perseveres, with un- 
abated vigour and constancy, to 
maintain the honour and indepen- 
dance of his crown. No effort has 
been wanting, on the part of his Ma- 
jesty, to support him in the arduous 
contest in which he is engaged. 

The recent transactions in Spain 
and Italy have, exhibited new and 
striking proof, of the unbounded and 
unprincipled ambition which ac- 
tuates the common enemy of every 
established and independent nation 
in the world. 

His Majesty views with the live- 
liest interest the loyal and deter- 
mined spirit manifested by the Spa- 
nish nation, in resisting the violence 
and perfidy with which their dearest 
rights have been assailed. 

Thus nobly struggling against the j 
tyranny and usurpation of France, 
the Spanish nation can no longer be 
considered as the enemy of Great 
Britain; but is recognized by his 
Majesty as a natural friend and ally. 

We are commanded to inform you 
that communications have been made 
to his Majesty from several of the 
provinces of Spain, soliciting the aid 
of his Majesty. The answer of his 
Majesty to these communications bas 
been received in Spain with every 
demonstration of those sentimentsof 
confidence and affection, which are 
congenial to the feelings and true 
interests of both nations : and bis 
Majesty commands us to assure you, 
that he will continue to make every 
exertion in his power for the sup- 
port of the Spanish cause ; guided 
in the choice and in the direction of 
his exertions by the wishes of those 
in whose behalf they are employed. 

In contributing to the success of 
this great and glorious cause, his 
Majesty has no other object than 
thht of preserving unimpaired the 
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integrity a&4 independence of tbe 
Spanish monarchy. But he trusts 
that tbe saioe efforts which are di- 
rected to that great object, may, un- 
der the blessing of divineprovidenpe* 
lead in their effects, and by their ex- 
ample, to the restoration of the li- 
berties and peace oif Europe. 

A commission was then read for 
proroguing the parliament. 

The Lord Chancellor in his Ma- 
jesty's name, and by virtue of the 
*si<} commission, declared the par- 
liament to be prorogued to Satur- 
day, the 20th. day of August neat, 
to be then and there h olden. 

The lords commissioners with- 
drew from the house, and the coiut 
jnons retired from the bar. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, June 8. 

Mr. Brand presented a petition from 
John Cartwright, of Enfield, against the 
local militia bill, as ineffectual for the 
attainment of its object, and contrary 
to the spirit of the constitution. — Or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

In a committee of supply, the follow- 
ing sums were voted : — foreign and se- 
cret services, 1808, 68,7871. 10s. — Ex- 
pence of buildings on Tower Hill, 

54,0001.— Salaries of officers in houses 
of Lords and Commons, 1,9131, 12s. 4d, 
^-Bounties on fish for supply of rheLonr 
don markets, 6,000l. — Caledonian ca- 
nal, 51, 2501.— Works about both houses 
of parliament, 12,1001. — French emi- 
grant clergy and laity, 20,0001. — For 
oar settlements on the coast of Africa, 
*3,0001. 

Mr. Curwen thought this a proper op- 
portunity to mention the valuable dis- 
covery of Capt. Manby, for saving the 
lives Qf seamen and others, which had 
boen proved an effectual preservative 

shipwrecks on the coast, by throw- 
la g a rope over the vessel from a mor- 
tar on shore. 

Aduqural tfarpey , Mr. Yorke , and Mr. 
Perceval, agreed in thinking that the 
invention would answer. Its efficacy, 
however, had not yet been certified by 
* refc rence to fhc admiralty board. 

Mr, Curwen hoped, that . though the 


gallant officer asked nothing, bit wait 

would not be over-looked. 

Iarsn Budoet. — In a committee of 
ways and means, Mr. Foster stated the 
various items required for the service 
of the year in Ireland, amounting to 

9.767.0001. and to meet this, enume- 
rated the ordinary revenue, 4,800,0001. 
—The Iqgn for Ireland negotiated in 
this country, 2,780,0001. Irish curren- 
cy ; the loan from the bank of Ireland, 
ljth. million ; and the loan to be raised 
in Ireland 750,0001. making together, 

9.768.0001. —' The interest qf these three 
loans was 280,4621. which he proposed 
to provide for by extending the malt 
duties to raw corn used iu distilling, 
which would produce 333,0001. a duty 
on foreign spirits, 22,5001. and by an 
improvement in the management of the 
public debt, he calculated on a saving 
of 7,5001. making together 363,0001. 
and thus exceeding the interest required 
by 82,53§1. The Irish loan he stated 
bad been concluded in the 3} per cents: 
on terms equally advantageous with the 
loan concluded in England, name)y, at 
an interest of 4l. 14s. 6d. per cept. He 
then put his several resolutions, which 
were agreed to. —He also obtained leave 
to bring in bills for the better regulating 
and collecting different branches of the 
Irish rbvenne. 

Mr. Perceval moved the order of the 
day for going ipto a committee on the 
curates’ bill. On the question of the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair, a debate 
eusued, when Mr. Perceval moved fer 
leave to withdraw his first motion, that 
he might move that it bean instruction 
to the committee, to make provision 
for extending the bill to Ireland. 

Sir J. Newport at first opposed this, 
but afterwards assented to it, and it 
was ordered accordingly. 

. The question being again put, that 
the Speaker do now leave the chair. 

Lord Porchester conceived that there 
was no call for the bill. This w as a 
case of reform; and he asked if there 
ever was a question of reform agreed to 
without the case being made out. When 
the worthy baronet near him(Sir F. Bur- 
dett) as he himself should be inclined to 
do, called on the house to reform abuses 
of which he complained, what was the 
language oT the very persons who now 
pressed the present measure, “ That he 
must" make out his case.” This he now 
called on those gentlemen to do, which 
not having done, he must esteem the 
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present to be a measure altogether un- 
called for, and unnecessary. 

Mr. Tyrrwhit Jones strongly support- 
ed the measure. 

The question being called for, the 
grilery was cleared for a division. The 
numbers were — for the original motion 
131, against it 17. 

The house went into a committee, 
when Lord Milton urged most forcibly 
Iiis objections to the proposition of Mr. 
Perceval, for extending the operation 
of the bill to Ireland. 

Lord H Petty , Mr. Windham , and 
Sir J. Newport, followed on the same 
side. 

Mr. Perceval defended his proposi- 
tion, and was supported by Sir A Wel- 
lesley t Lord Castlereagh, Mr. Huskis- 
son , 4rc. 

Upon a division the numbers were-- 
Aves 55, Noes 18. 

Thursday , June 9. 

The report of Mr. PaJiuer's annuity 
bill was brought up. 

Mr. Bankes moved two amendments 
to the preamble, and one to the body 
of the bill, upon which the gallery was 
cleared, but they were negatived with- 
out a division. 

The report of the select committee 
on Mr. Palmer's account was n brought 
up and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Beresford presented a petition 
from the Roman catlvotics of the coun-, 
ty of Waterford, praying the removal of 
the disabilities under which the catholic 
body labour. — Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Rose submitted to the house a 
resolution expressive of the advantages 
resulting from vaccination, and of the 
necessity.of a central institution being 
formed in London, under the authority 
of government, the heads of which to 
be chosen from the coUcge of physicians 
' and surgeons, to whom all casc-S of fail- 
ure should be submitted, and who should 
be empowered to grant certificates to 
proper persons, to enable them to pro- 
pagate vaccination according to the 
most improved method. , 

• Mr. D. Giddy thought the discovery 
fthonld he allowed to take its course 
without any legislative interference. 

Sir T. furtou and Sir ' F . Burdett 
t thought at all events, that a committee 
should first be appointed. 

The bouse divided — Ayes 60, Noes 5* 

Mr. Parnell withdrew his motion, re- 
lative to the commutation of tithes in 


Ireland, on understanding that govern- 
ment was to take it up. 

Mr. Huskisson obtaiued leave to 
bring in a bill for the better prevention 
of smuggling.- 

The report on the Dublin police bill 
was ordered to be received on Monday. 

Friday , June 10. 

Mr. Canning delivered to the house 
a message from his Majesty to the fol- 
lowing effect: 

“ G. jR. — His Majesty' thinks pro- 
per to inform the house of Commons 
that he has concluded a treaty of al- 
liance and subsidy with his Sicilian Ma- 
jesty^ copy of which he has ordered to 
be laid before the house ; and his Ma- 
jesty trusts that his faithful Commons 
will make good the engagements con- 
tained therein.-’ 

Ordered, on the motion of Mr. Can- 
nbigy that his Majesty's Message be 
referred to.the committee pf supply. 

Mr. Canning said, that although the 
treaty was not )ajd before the house till 
now, it was by no means a new matter, 
but one which had been entered into so 
long ago as the year 1805, andunder 
which it was agreed to pay to his Sici- 
lian Majesty a sum of 300,0001. a year, 
to aid in the defence of Sicily. 

On the question being put for the 
third reading of the local militia fine 
bill, Mr. Windham , in a lo»j£ speech 
recapitulated his former objections, and 
spoke on the danger of lessening the va- 
lue of military distinctions, by extend- 
ing them to those who were npt really 
officers. 

Sir F. Burdett said, that he was un- 
willing- to detain the house, but be could 
not let this last opportunity go by, of 
expressing his objections to a measure 
the most unconstii utioual and obnoxious 
which he had ever heard proposed in 
that house. In his opinion it united 
every possible* evil. It was a measure 
oppressive and severely burdensome, 
and yet it was without energy. This 
bill deserved the name of a bill of pains 
■ and penalties, rather than a bill for the 
defence of the country. • It created as 
less than eleven new penalties, besides 
exposing the persons liable to it to im- 
prisonment, transportation, and all dm 
provisions of the mutiny act. When 
he looked at the preseut situation 
this country, loaded with taxation, and 
covered with tax -gathers, and still moro 
oppressed by the present bill, bethought 

would not be in the power of th$ 
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noble lord, with his voluminous elo- 
quence, to paint a country in a more 
distressing situation. His main objec- 
don to the bill was. that it subjected 
every man in the country to be torn 
from his home .by compulsion, and 
placed in a situation where he was ex- 
posed to be flogged. There was no 
^flogging in the French army ; and there 
was a very remarkable case recently, 
when some French soldiers had suffered 
themselves to be disarmed at Madrid. 
The punishment was, that as being 
• young soldiers they should" for a certain 
time carry sticks, instead of swords; but 
the Emperor added, that if they had 
been old soldiers their punishment 
should have been, not flogging, but that 
they should be turned out of the army; 
and yet this might be considered as a 
very serious military offence. How 
humiliating was it to contrast with such 
punishments the flogging which was 
practised in the British army ? There 
was, however, ond* clause in the bill 
which he thought could not but be fatal 
to it ; because lie thought there would 
wot be time to alter it, which enacted, 
that for certain omissions there should 
be inflicted, at the discretion of the 
iwagistratcs, a fine of not more than 
20s. nor less than 51 ! — (A loud laugh.) 
How the noble lord could suffer a bill 
to pass with such a clause as this, he 
was totally at a loss to guess. 

Lord Castlereagh answered the differ- 
ent arguments urged against the bill. 

After some further discussiou, the 
question being loudly called for, a divi- 
sion took place, when the numbers were 
~-For the passing of this bill 104, — 
Against it 20. 

Sir J. Newport gave notice that he 
should, early in the next session, move 
for a more equal distribution between 
landlord and tenant, in Ireland, of the 
assessed taxes, fo which the tenant was 
at present entirely subjected. 

Saturday , June 11. 

The house in a committee on the 
coffee duty bill,, resolved that all duties 
now payable on coffee imported cease 
and determine, and that in lieu thereof, 
there be payable an import duty of Sd. 
and an excise duty of the like sum per 
lb. on alt West India coffee imported ; 
an import duty of 6d. per lb. and an ex- 
cise duty of 6d. per lb. on all East 
India coffee imported, and 2s. per lb 
import duty on all other coffee imported* 


Monday , June 13. 

On the motion of Mr. Rose for vesting 
in the power of the Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports the appointment of 
sixty additional pilots for Dover aod 
the Isle of Thanet, the committee 
divided, when the clause was carried in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Perceval delivered to the house 
a message from his Majesty, the same 
as usual at the close of every session, 
for the accustomed vote of credit to- 
ward the incidental exceedings of the 
year in the defence of the country.— 
Referred to the committee of supply. 

The order of the day being read for 
the house to resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of supply, and a motion being 
made for referring thereto,, amongst 
other subjects, the petition of the India 
company, praying aid ; it was opposed 
by several members. The question, 
however, was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. D. Saunders resumed the subject 
of India affairs, and observed that the 
sum he should move for, if granted, 
would carry the company through their 
difficulties, without any further aid 
from the public ; and he moved that the 
sum of 1,500,0001. be granted to his 
Majesty, to enable his Majesty, to pay 
the same to the East India company, 
on account of the expences incurred by 
them for the public service in India. 

Alter some discussion the resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Percival moved that a sum not 
exceeding 300,0001. should be granted 
to his Majesty, to make good the same 
sum stipulated in the treaty with the 
King of Sicily. 

Mr. Whitbread was desirous, before 
he could agree to this resolution, to 
put a questiou or two to his Majesty's 
ministers. lie wished, in the first 
place, to know the origin of this treaty. 
There was a stipulation in it regarding 
the remission of duties upon articles im- 
ported from this country. Had that' 
stipulation been already carried into 
effect^ and were those articles admitted 
free of duties ? 

Mr. Canning said, his Sicilian Ma- 
jesty having incurred the hostility of 
France, on account of his adherence to 
us, it was our duty to give him support 
and assistance. After the disasters 
which fell upon Austria, the King of 
Naples must have either joined France, 
or sought for assistance from England. 
There was no alternative. The war 
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was not therefore of bis own choice, 
bat mast sooner or later hare been 
forced upon him. The payment of the 
subsidy was to commence from the pe- 
riod of those disasters. The subsidy 
was to be employed in putting Sicily 
ioto a state of defence, and bringing 
forward a great portion of the popula-’ 
tion of that island. The question on the 
resolutions was then put and unani- 
mously agreed to. 

After some observations from Mr. 
Windham , Sir W. Curtis, Mr. Cunnings 
Mr. Perceval, and Mr. Tierney , the sum 
of 50,0001. was granted as compensa- 
tion to the inhabitants of the town of 
Roseau, in the Island of Dominica, for 
losses sustained by the burning of the 
town in defending it against the enemy 
on the 22d. of February, 1805. For the 
experices of the commissioners of mi- 
litary inquiry, 2 1000/. — To the commis- 
sioners for distributing American claims, 
14,000/. — To commissioners for the im- 
provement of the British Museum 6,000/. 
— To commissioners for repairing Mar- 
gate harbour, in consequence of the 
storm on the 14th of January last, 
5,000/. — Towards improving the har- 
bour of Holyhead, 10,000/. 

When the latter resolution was read 
a division took place. For the grant, 
121; aganst it, 42. 

On the motion for a grant of 75,220 /. 
for the purchase of land and houses in 
Palace-Yard, 

Mr .Windham thought it necessary that 
the money should be spent with some 
common judgment and taste. He ridicu- 
led in the happiest manner the dwarf go- 
thic taste which was shewn in the new 


front of the house of Lords. A number 
of little pipes and tubes were dignified 
with the name of towers ;*nd although 
the very idea of a tower was something 
that would hold men for defence, yet 
those things which were called towers, 
would not even hold one man. Nothing 
could be more repugnant to true taste. 

Mr. Rose completely coincided with 
the right hon. gentleman in disapprov- 
ing ot the new front of the house of 
Lords, which he thought was a speci- 
men of such wretched taste, that not- 
withstanding the money that it cost, he 
hoped the right hon. gentleman would 
agree with him, that it would be neces- 
sary to incur another expencc in having 
it pulled down again. He disclaimed 
having had any thing to do with the 
building. 

A very long discussion took place, af- 
ter which the motion was agreed to. 

Sir T. Turton moved that the sum of 
54,702/. be given tojohn Palmer, Esq. 
as the balance on the per centage due 
to him from the 5th. of April, 1793, un- 
til the year 1808. On the question be- 
ing put, the committee divided, and 
there appeared in favour of the motion 
93, against it 73. 

DISTILLERY BILL. 

Lord H. Petty denied that any scar- 
city existed in the country, or at least 
not sufficient to originate such a mea- 
sure. On a division there appeared f6r 
the third reading 74, against it 34. 
The bill then passed. 

Mr. Perceval moved a lottery for the 
service of the year, not exceeding 
60,000 tickets. —Agreed to. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


''THOUGHTS ON AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS. 


To the Editor . 

Sir, 

The following letter was sent to a 
rhember of parliament in the month of 
January last, and a copy of it was in- 
tended to be sent to your Political Re - 
view, at the same time; but otbpr a vo- 
cations retarded it for a few weeks, and 
upon reflection it wasjudged adviseable 
to decline the publication until the hew 
system adopted towards America should 


so far develope itself as to impress the 
ministry themselves wih a conviction of 
its absurdity. — It was supposed in the 
mean time, that the good sense of the 
country would, of itself, be a sufficient 
barrier against the ravings of Mr. Cob- 
bett, and tjiat the public were qlready 
in possession of sufficient information 
to enable them to form a very decisive 
judgment on lus writings. 

It would appear, however, that many 
of our countrymen hold their prejudices 
regarding America, and cleave to Mr. 
Cobbctta opinions, with an obstinacy 
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not easily to be shaken ; and I observe 
that one of your worthy correspondents 
almost pronounces sentence o( excom- 
munication against you for not being 
sufficiently attentive to his reasonings. 
—In page 297 of your Review, for May, 
your correspondent, Mr. Burdon, ad- 
dresses you as follows : — “ Had you 
44 sufficiently and coolly attended to the 
“facts and arguments of Mr. Cobbett 
44 ob the dispute with America, you 
44 would not so grossly have mis-repre- 
44 tented his writings, and till you »an 
44 contradict them by contrary state- 
44 ments, yout opinions will have little 
44 weight with impartial men." — Atten- 
tion to the facts and arguments of Mr. 
Cobbett! and on the dispute with Ame- 
rica too I ! This is really too much. 
The facts and arguments of Mr. Cob- 
bett on that subject are pretty generally 
known, as well as the motives which 
gave them birth, and there is very little 
doubt, in my mind, concerning the 
judgment which impartial men have 
formed respecting them. 

The false system of politics adopted 
by the ministry continues in full sway; 
and I am sorry to find that the most of 
my conjectures, unfavourable as they 
were, are short of the reality. I find 
too that they are corroborated by the 
opinions of men of the most extensive 
information and judgment: — Mr. Ba- 
ring’s very able pamphlet upon the 
orders in council, and Mr. Brougham's 
admirable speech upon the same sub- 
ject, in summing up the evidence before 
the house of Commons, are before the 
public, and ought to be read by every 
commercial man in these kingdoms. — 
Sanctioned by these, and by the evi- 
dence of facts, any further reserve 
would be improper. We cannot stem 
the torrent, but we can endeavour to 
open the eyes of our countrymen to see 
the sacrifice which rnmy of them are so 
loudly calling for; and \vc can pre- 
pare such of them as are open to con- 
viction, for what will infallibly be the 
issue if the system is long persevered 
w . — Necessity may compel the American 
government to encourage their own ma- 
nufactures for the present ; and if they 
be once established, justice to the manu- 
focturersmay call upon it to protect them . 
We run great risk of losing the trade 

WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WE ever. I am Sir, 

A friend to the old system of Morality. 

Glasgow, June 15, 1806. 

VOL. iv. 


8IR, 

In the present eventful period of 
our history, when a war administra- 
tion seems determined, by every act 
of aggression and folly, to drive their 
country to the utmost extremity of 
distress, I consider it the duty of 
every man who loves his country, 
to contribute his utmost effort? to 
save the state. 1 think I cannot 
use mine better than by a communi- 
cation to you, selecting for my sub- 
ject the relation between this coun- 
try and America. I prefer making 
this communication to a public cha- 
racter because he has the power of 
making the best use of the facts com- 
municated. I prefer making it to 
you because you appear to ine to 
stand on truly independent ground; 
I prefer the subject of our relation- 
ship with America because I con- 
ceive it to beof the greatest national 
importance, and but indifferently 
understood ; and because having re- 
cently been in that country, 1 am 
somewhat acquainted with it. 

You are, of course, sufficiently 
aware of the great importance of 
the trade betwixt the two countries. 
The supply of nearly six millions of 
people with/ manufactures of every 
description must be an object of 
great consequence to a manufactur- 
ing country, and it is peculiarly 
beneficial to this country from the 
facility with which it can be carried 
.on. The inhabitants of America 
speak the same language as ourselves 
— they have the same manners and 
habits, — they are in some measure 
governed by the same laws ; and 
the articles they have to give in ex- 
change are exactly such as we want. 

Now Sir, it is my opinion that 
this commerce can, not only be car- 
ried on, but even increased to a 
much greater extent, unless it be 
interrupted by our own folly. I 
speak with confidence, from what I 
know of the people and government 
of the United States, that they are 
so much disposed to peace, and a 
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cultivation of their trade, that no- 
thing but imperious necessity will 
force them to relinquish their com- 
merce with this country, far less to 
enter into a state of hostility ; but, 
1 am fearful that some of our late 
acts will drive them to the former 
of these cruel alternatives, and there 
is no saying how soon the present 
ministry may drive them to the 
latter also. 

It would appear, however, that 
the ministry act upon no hostile de- 
sign towards America; but it is suf- 
ficiently obvious that they have 
formed a very mistaken idea of Ame- 
rican policy; and it is no favourable 
omen, that their hireling writers 
dwell with peculiar pleasure upon 
every topic calculated to give an 
unfavourable opinion of that coun- 
try, and that in many instances they 
have used the language of insult. 
They are supported too, by a writer, 
who by a knack at making bold asser- 
tions, and of supporting them by low, 
bullying language, has acquired a 
very considerable degree of celebrity 
in this count! y — I mean Mr. Cob- 
bett. — Now this Mr. Cobbctt, al- 
though a man whose avowed tenets 
of political faith hold him up to pub- 
lic detestation, and whose rancour 
against America, the cause of which 
is well known, subjects every thing 
he has to say upon that country to 
at least a considerable degree of sus- 
piciw*; yet having resided there, he 
certainly is looked up to for infor- 
mation. The boldness of his asser- 
tions make.* them pass current with 
many, and produces an effect, upon 
the whole, which is far from being 
favourable. Jt is probable, too, 
his opinions have a wide spread in 
the country, for 1 have oft< n heard 
very strange and inconsistent doc- 
trines held by very well informed 
people, and Mr. Cobbett quoted as 
the authority. 

Now, in opposition to all that 
Mr. C. and such writers have said, 
ox can say, against the people and 


government of the United States, I 
can affirm, from actual observation, 
that they possess a superiority over 
every other people and government 
in many important particulars: and 
because a review of some of them is 
necessary to illustrate my subject, 
1 shall notice them, as briefly as 
possible. 

The first great advantage of which 
the Americans may justly boast is, 
that they come into the world on a 
footing of perfect equality . — Thera 
are no laws of entail, or of promo- 
geniture, to divide the people ; and 
hence the mass of them are hardy 
independent republicans, cultiva- 
tors of the soil they possess: few are 
so rich, as to be above the necessity 
of labour, and few are so poor as to 
be in a state of dependance ; fewer 
still live on charity. — I resided in 
the country twelve months, and tra- 
velled through twelve of the states, 
comprehending a range of 1300 
miles, and in all that time I never 
saw a beggar but once ; he was from 
this country, and it turned out in 
the sequel that he was an imposter, 
and not really in want. 

A second great advantage is the 
excellent footing on which public edu- 
cation is placed : — and I am sure it 
must give pleasure to you that I 
dwell a little upon this article. — It is 
necessary for the illustration of the 
subject to notice the sub-division of 
the country. — Each state is divided 
into counties , and these again sub- 
divided into townships of 6 mikt 
square , being a division somewhat 
similar to our parishes. — Every town- 
ship has a charter of incorporation ; 
and in these charters provision is 
generally made for the instruction 
of youth, and for the support of re- 
ligion; the funds consist generally of 
lands, and the schools are mostly all 
free. Besides this there are nume- 
rous colleges, academies, and public 
libraries, supported partly by the 
state, and partly by individuals; 
and these seminaries are rapidly id* 
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creasing. I shall further illustrate 
the subject by taking the states in 
their order ; and you may depend 
upon it that I shall bring forward 
nothing but facts. 

In Vermont every charter of a 
township reserves two grants of land, 
of 350 acres each, one for the sup- 
port of a school, and the other for 
the support of the first minister of 
any religious persuasion, who settles 
in the township. There is a college 
also at Burlington. 

In New Hampshire there is a col- 
lege in the township of Hanover, 
with a grammar school annexed to 
it, having 80,000 acres of land ap- 
propriated for its support. There 
are a number of academies in the 
state ; one at Exeter % has a fund of 
15,0001. one at Ipswich has a fund 
of about 10001. one at Atkinson has 
1000 acres of land, one has lately 
been formed at Amherst; and simi- 
lar institutions are forming at Char- 
leston, Concord, and other places. 
“The peculiar attention whieh has 
“ lately been paid to schools by the 
legislature, and the establishment 
“ of social libraries in several towns, 
“afford a pleasing prospect of the 
“ encrease of literature and useful 
“ knowledge in this state.” 

In the district of Maine , there is 
a college at Brunswick ; and acade- 
mies have beCn formed and endowed 
by tbe legislature with handsome 
guntsof public lands, at Hallowell, 
Berwick. Fry burg, and Machias ; 
and aspirit of improvement is rapidly 
increasing. 

In Massachusetts y — “ According 
“ to the laws of the state every 
“ township having 50 householders 
** or upwards, is to be provided with 
“ oneor more school masters, to teach 
<( children, and youth to read and 
“ write, and to instruct them in the 
u English language, arithmetic and 
“ orthography; and where any town- 
‘ ship has 200 families, there is also 

to be a grammar school set up 
' therein, and some discreet person 


“ well instructed in the Latin, Greek 
‘Land English languages procured to 
" keep the same, and t© be suitably 
“ paid by the inhabitants. In Bos- 
44 ton there are seven public schools 
44 supported wholly at the expence 
44 of the town, and in which the 
“ children of every class freely asso- 
44 ciate : the masters have each a 
44 salary of 666 dollars per annum. 

44 These public schools arc under 
“ the inspection of a committee of 
“ 2 1 gentlemen chosen annually, 

44 whose duty it is to visit the schools 
44 at least once in three months, to 
44 examine the scholars in the various 
44 branches in which they are taught, 

44 to devise the best methods for the - 
44 instruction and government of the 
“ schools, to give such advice to the 
44 masters as they shall think expe- 
44 dient, and by all proper methods 
41 to excitein the children a laudable 
44 ambition to excel in virtuous and 
“ amiable deportment, and in every 
44 branch of useful knowledge.” Be- 
sides these there are several private 
schools, for instruction in the English, 
Latin, and French languages ; in 
writing, arithmetic, the different 
branches of mathematics ; and in 
music and dancing. Perhaps there 
is not a town in thu^world where the- 
youth of both sexes enjoy a better * 
education than at Boston, and the 
writer from which 1 derive my in- 
formation adds — 44 When we consider 
44 how inseparably the' prosperity 
*• and happiness of our country, and 
“ the existence of our present happy 
44 government are connected with the 
'■ education of children, too much 
“ credit cannot be given to the en- 
44 lightened citizens of this town for 
44 the attention they have paid to 
“ this important business, and the 
“ worthy example they have exhi- 
44 bited for the imitation of others. 
“ There are academies at Newbury, 
44 Andover, Leicester, Tanton and 
“ Higham ; — designed to disseminate 
44 virtue and true piety, and to pro- 
44 mote the education of youth in 
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44 the English, Latin, Greek, and 
“ French languages ; in writing, 
44 arithmetic, oratory, geography, 
44 practical geometry, logic, pbilo- 
“ phy, and such other of the liberal 
4 ‘ arts and siences, or languages, Hb 
“ may be thought expedient/' There 
is a very extensive university at Cam- 
bridge, to which a library is annexed 
consisting of upwards of 12,000 
volumes, and a philosophical appa- 
ratus which cost above 15001. There 
Is another university at Williams- 
town, where board and tuition are 
very low, and which from its situa- 
tion, and other circumstances, has 
become an institution of extensive 
utility and importance. 

In Rhode Island the state of lite- 
rature is considerably behind the 
other parts of New England ; but 
there is a thriving college at Provi- 
dence, and an academy at Newport, 
with very handsome endowments ; 
and there are various public schools 
throughout the state. 

Connecticut stands high in point of 
education. Almost every township 
in the state is divided into districts, 
and each district has a public school; 
and the law directs that a grammar 
school shall be kept in every county- 
town throughout the state. Acade- 
mies have, been established at Green- 
field, Plainfield, Canterbury, Nor- 
wich, Windham, and Pomfret. 
There is a college at Newhaven in 
a very flourishing state, with a pub- 
lic library containing above 3000 
volumes, and an excellent philoso- 
phical apparatus. 

In New York state, there is a 
thriving college in York city, and 
twelve incorporated academies are 
established in different parts of the 
slate, The schools are numerous, 
and “ a spirit for literary improve- 
“ ment is evidently diffusing itself 
“ throughout the state," 

In New Jersey there are two col- 
'leges and a number of academies, 
with grammar and other public 
schools. 


In Fensikmria tWe are three 
splendid colleges, and numerous 
academies, and other schools, 44 en- 
44 ciowed by donations from the leg is- 
44 lature, and by liberal contribu- 
44 tions from individuals. — The 
44 library, humane, and other use- 
** ful societies, are numerous and 
44 flourishing in this state." 

It would be tedious to go particu- 
larly through all the other states, 
and it would answer no particular 
purpose, as they may be nil classed 
under one head. They differ mate- 
rially from the Northern states ; ha- 
ving a thin population they are not 
of course so favourably situated for 
education, but a very considerable 
degree of attention has been paid 
to the subject, both by the- legisla- 
tures and individuals, throughout 
them all. I shall just mention the 
colleges. There are 2 in Maryland, 

2 in Virginia, 1 in North Carolina, 

3 in Tennessee, 1 in Kentucky, 1 
in the new state of Ohio, and 3 in 
South Carolina. I shall close the 
account by a particular reference to 
the state of Georgia where the sys- 
tem of education 44 is laid on a plan 
44 that affords the most flattering 
44 prospects." There is a college 
at Athens most amply endowed, "and 
provision is made for the institution 
of an academy in each county in 
the state. The funds appropriated 
for the support of education are* — 
about 50,000 acres of rich land,— 
60001. sterling in bonds, housesand 
lots in Augusta, and other, pubbe 
property to the extent of lOOOi. sib- 
ling in each county. 

I have dwelt long upon this sub- 
ject, because it is of great impor- 
tance, and became it is very gene- 
rally believed, that in point of edu- 
cation, the Americans are for be-- 
hind the British. The case is 
the reverse, — they are far before 
them, — I mean the mass of the peo- 
ple. 1 did not meet with a single 
native American above 12 years of 
age who could not both- read and 
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write, and tbeyare id general a very 
intelligent people. With politics 
they am well acquainted, and there 
are more newspapers read in Ame- 
rica, in proportion to the inhabi- 
tants, than in any country in the 
world. 

1 shall just confirm this statement 
by an extract from Morses Ame- 
rican Geography , bn the article New 
England, “in New England,” he 
observes “ learning is more generally 
“ diffused among all ranks of people 
“ than in any other part of the 
“ globe ; arising from the excellent 
44 establishment of schools in almost 
“ every township and other smaller 
“ districts. In these schools which 
44 are generally supported by a pub- 
44 lie tax, and under the direction of 
“ a school committee, are taught the 
“ elements of reading, writing, and 
“arithmetic; and in the more 
“ wealthy townships, they are be- 
“ ginning to introduce the higher 
“ branches, viz. grammar, geogra- 
44 phy, &c. A very valuable source 
*“ of information to the people, is 
44 the newspapers, of which not lass 
44 than 30,000 are printed every 
44 week in New England, and they 
“ circulate iiv almost ev^ry town and 
M village in the country.” In a note 
headds — 44 According to an accurate 
44 estimate made 10 years ago it 
44 appears that no less than 79*000 
44 newspapers were printed weekly in 
44 the American States, which in a- 
“ year would amount to 4 millions.” 
••-There is good reason to believe 
that the number has since nearly 
doubled* He goes on — 44 A person 
44 of mature age who* cannot both 
44 read and write is rarely to be 
44 found. By means of the general 
“ establishment of schools, the ex- 
“ tensive circulation of newspapers 
44 and the consequent spread of 
44 learning, every township through- 
44 out the country is furnished with 
44 men capable of conducting the 
44 affairs of their town with judge- 
14 meat, and discretion, These men 


“ are the channels of political infer— 
44 mation to the lower class of the 
“ people, if such a class may be sasd 
44 to exist in New England , where 
44 eveiy man thinks himself as good as 
44 his neighbour , and believes that all 
44 mankind ought to posssaa 

44 EQUAL RIGHTS.” 

A third great national advantage 
is — That in religious matters these 

IS NEITHER TOLERATION NOR 
INTOLERATION, BUT UNIVERSAL 

right of conscience. The Con- 
stitution of the United States pro- 
vides equally against forming any 
religious establishment , and against 
any interference with the free exercise 
if religion . 44 Religion is there 

44 placed on its proper basis, without 
44 the unwarrantable aid of the civil 
44 power, supported alone by its own 
44 evidence, by the lives of its pro - 
44 fessors, and by the Almighty care 
44 of its divine author and every 
man may freely exercise his reli- 
gious opinions, be they what they 
may, without at all interfering with 
his rights as a citizen. 

A fourth great national advantage 
is — That the government of the coun- 
try is in the hands of the people . — - 
America is what is called a Federal 
Republic. Each state has a legisla- 
tive and executive government to 
manage its internal concerns ; and 
all the states joined together for 
mutual convenience and security 
form the general or federal govern- 
ment. It consists of the house of 
representatives, senate, and presi- 
dent, —elected by the people, — and 
to them certain powers are delegated 
by the several states, and amongothers 
the formation and regulation of all 
foreign relations. The federal re- 
venue consists at present of a tax 
upon imports. 

From hence it will obviously ap- 
pear that the government of the 
United States is firm. — The good 
education of the people enables 
them to form a correct opinion Oi 
their rights, aud their frequent elec- 
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tions affords them the necessary op- 
portunities to assert them. — There 
is no privileged aristrocracy to cor- 
rupt them, and there are no hireling 
priests, to mislead them. The go- 
vernment and the people can have 
DO separate interest. Peace is the 
interest of the country, and the go- 
vernment will never declare war un- 
less they have good grounds for it. 
At all events any war undertaken 
by the United States must be sanc- 
tioned by the people, and those per- 
sons reason very widely who suppose 
the government will rush blindly 
into a war without such sanction; 
Indeed I think 1 may venture to 
predict that while the present form 
of government remains, no war will 
ever be undertaken by the United 
States but in self-defence ; and if 
that should become necessary it will 
be strong, vigorous, and efficient. 

Having thus delineated the pecu- 
liar circumstances of these states, so 
far as to shew how much the govern- 
ment is dependant upon the people, 
and how much they arc interested in 
preserving the relations of peace and 
amity with all mankind ; 1 shall now 
advert to the state of parties — the 
disposition of the present executive 
government ; and shall conclude 
by noticing the dispute with this 
country. 

The parties are distinguished by 
the names of Democrats and Fede - 
ralists ; they equally lay claim to 
the appellation of Republicans. Dur- 
i ng W ash i ngton’s ad mi nis t rat ion ve ry 
little party spirit appeared. When 
Adams succeeded he introduced the 
maxims of what is called — firm go- 
vernment — a standing army , and a 
navy . — To pave the way for these, a 
batch of internal taxes became 
necessary ; and that the hands of 
the executive might be sufficiently 
strengthened, the necessary places 
and pensions were created* He al- 
most instantly lost ground in the 
country, but iis vigorous measures 
attached to him a number of the 


place hunting gentry in towns ; ma- 
ny of the rich merchants and money 
jobbers, who were aiming at con-, 
tractorships, some of the rich land- 
holders who were itching for titles, 
and several of the clergy whose 
heads were aching for mitres. The 
next election for President gave the 
parties an opportunity of trying their 
strength, and the result showed the 
democratic party to be by far the 
strongest ; and they are likely to 
continue so: in truth no reason can 
be given, why a people should not 
manage their own affairs, . except 
ignorance, and from what I have 
stated, it will be seen that the in- 
habitants of these states are far from 
being ignorant. A spirit for mental 
improvement, is every day gain- 
ing ground, and with its increase, 
strength will he added to the demo- 
cratic party ; so that if our govern- 
ment calculate upon any change 
of sentiment arising from $ change 
of party, they calculate, in my opi- 
nion, very wide of the mark. 

But in truth, a change of senti- 
ment more favourable to Britain 
would not result from the ascendan- 
cy of the federal party. They flat- 
ter English vanity by avowing hatred 
to France, and by holding English 
maxims of government ; but that is 
the mere language of party, which 
would vanish the moment they got 
into power, while their maxims 
would come into operation, and cause 
new maritime questions to arise to 
disturb the peace of the world, and 
their standing army would only in* 
date their pride, and make them 
more obstinate in quarrel, or in ne- 
gociation. 1 have always observed, 
these vigorous measures men are very 
bad neighbours. 

.The present administration of A- 
merica are favourable to peace, be- 
cause it is the interest of the coun- 
try. They are, however, differently 
represented here. We generally suna 
up the whole of the executive go- 
vernment in the person of Mr. 
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ferson, and became be is not suffi- 
ciently obedient to our views, he 
must, forsooth, be under the influ- 
ence of Bonaparte ; because Bona- 
parte, being our arch enemy, nothing 
can happen on the face of the earth, 
in the least contrary to our wish, 
but he is at the bottom of it. Mr. 
Jefferson and those who act along 
with him, are, however, no more 
under the influence of Bonaparte 
than 1 am. Their maxim is to 

CULTIVATE A OOOD UNDER- 
STANDING WITH ALL THE NA- 
TIONS OF TH E EARTH — To QUA R- 
ltEL AND ALLY WITH NONE. 

But they will only cultivate a good 
understanding with other powers up- 
on the footing of perfect equality. 
They are inclined to do as they 
would be done by, and they have a 
right to expect the same treatment 
in return. This is all that any ho- 
nest man can wish for; but I am 
much afraid our present ministry 
are not inclined to recognize this sim- 
ple, but substantial basis. 

The present dispute arose in con- 
sequence of certain spoliations on 
the American trade in 1805; but 
because it would be tedious to no- 
tice all the grounds of complaint, I 
shall select one instance, singular 
in its nature, and extremely offen- 
sive in its operation. At that time 
several of our ships of war were sta- 
tioned in the mouth of the Mississip- 
pi to intercept the Spanish vessels 
in the navigation of that river, to 
the great annoyance of the trade of 
New Orleans ; while these very ships 
of war had special orders to allow 
Spanish vessels to pass and repass to 
andfromour own West India islands. 
This, amongother circumstances, led 
to the non-importation act. A short 
time after, a naval force was sta- 
tioned off the entrance to New York 
harbour, and intercepted every thing 
that came in their way. But their 
conduct was peculiarly offensive in 
firing upon coasting vessels, and at 
length the death of Pearce, who was 


killed by a shot from the Leander, 
lighted up a flame throughout the 
whole continent. This wanton act 
of aggression has been palliated and 
frittered away by writers on this 
side the water, but having examined 
into all the circumstances of the 
case, I have no hesitation in saying 
that had a similar circumstance oc- 
curred to one of our vessels, upon 
our own shores, ample reparation 
must have been made, or warVould 
have been the inevitable consequence. 

Fortunately that enemy to the hu- 
man race, Pitt, was by this time 
off the stage, and the American! 
bad a rational and pacific adminis- 
tration to deal with; who, 1 have 
no doubt, would have healed the 
breach long before this time, had 
they remained in power. 1 know 
to a certainty that the American go- 
vernment had confidence in them ; 
for in a conversation which 1 had 
with the President in October, 1806’, 
he expressed himself to that effect; 
and he observed in particular, that 
Mr. Fox uas a man of the most en- 
lightened and liberal politics , an or- 
nament to society, a friend to his 
country, and to the human race . 

But in an evil hour for Britain, 
and for the world, the present mi- 
nistry got into power by avowedly 
trampling upon the religious rights 
of man. They are said to be ener- 
getic, and they have certainly “ex- 
erted their energies" with a venge- 
ance. They have quarrelled with 
nearly all Europe, and not content 
with that, they seem fully determi- 
ned, by the fully of their measures, 
to force America into a quarrel also. 
1 pass over the foul act on the Ches- 
apeake, because it appears to have 
been unauthorised, and might, ta- 
ken singly, have been easily adjust- 
ed. But the late otders in council 
appear to me to be the most impo- 
litic measure that ever this op any 
other government adopted, towards 
a neutral and friendly power. A- 
merica cannot possibly act upon the 
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principle which these orders recog- have full effect.— They not only eon- 


nize without surrendering her inde- 
pendence as a nation, and violating 
her neutrality, in which case it is 
▼ery obvious she would immediate- 
ly have a quarrel with France and 
her dependencies, and that she will 
take care to avoid. Indeed I have 
little doubt but one great reason for 
passing those hateful orders, was to 
bring the question to that very issue 
-*-to force America into a war with 
France. 

Still, however, I do not dread 
an immediate war with America. — 
The ministry, impolitic as 1 esteem 
them, do not appear to have formed 
any ho&ule design against that coun- 
try ; but much evil may result from 
their domineering, bullying spirit be- 
fore matters are adjusted ; and as 
they appear to be totally ignorant 
of the American character, there is 
no saying how far they may carry 
their “ vigorous measures” if the 
Americans stand firm ; and this they 
assuredly will. From what I know 
of the American character, 1 am 
confident they never will submit to 
the restrictions we have been impo- 
sing upon their trade for years; and, 
in particular, they never will sub- 
mit to these orders m council. — 
What ! allow their ships to be forced 
into this country — searched — taxed 
— and licenced, before they proceed 
to France or her dependencies ! — 
They are truly bold politicians who 
have dared to suppose they would. 
It is very true it may be alleged that 
the French government have forced 
us to adopt these measures by their 
blockading decrees ; but it is strange 
that the policy of France towards 
America should be completely over- 
looked, viz. — That no sooner were 
these blockading decrees issued than 
the French government avowed, in 
the most distinct terms, that they 
had no reference whatever to the 
trade betwixt America and Britain, 
but that the treaty in existence be- 
twixt America and France should 


tinued to act upon this principle up 
to the date of our orders in council, 
but they gave orders to Spain to re- 
lease certain American vessels which 
were carried into that country in 
virtue of similar decrees, alleging 
that the Spanish government had 
misconceived their meaning. — If fur- 
ther proof be wanted, it is only ne- 
cessary to look at the rate of insu- 
rance on American and British ves- 
sels for twelve months back. 

But whatever the French govern- 
ment intended to do before, it is* 
very certain they will resort to most 
“ vigorous measures” now; for they 
have already passed decrees, not 
only to set aside the effect of our or- 
ders in council, but they proceed a 
step farther, and declare that if A* 
merican vessels even suffer them- 
selves to be searched by our ship# 
of war, a measure they cannot 
help, they will be denationalized 
and liable to confiscation : so that 
betwixt the two contending nations 
the American trade is brought into 
a most awkward situation : our or* 
ders in council are decidedly the 
cause, and the remaining inquiry is# 
what is likely to be the consequence ? 
Will the present ministry revoke 
them ? No— they have vaunted too 
much about their energetic mea- 
sures ! Will the American govern- 
ment submit to them ? They will 
not. Will France and her depen* 
dancies acquiesce in them ? No- 
Bonaparte does not seem to possess 
a spirit sufficiently accommodating 
to warrant us in thinking they will* 
The most plausible conjecture there- 
fore is, that America will suspend 
her trade with Europe — throw her- 
self upon the defensive, and in that 
posture remain till the fighting folks 
of Europe come to their senses.— 1 
When that will be God knows, but 
1 am much afraid it will not be 
while the present adrtrinist ration r& 
main in power. 1 attribute the ac- 
cumulated distress which is pressing 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



41 


1908.] Thoughts on American Affair*.-* Reply, *c. 


upon ttiy country to the false system 
of politics 1 which has been acted 
Upon for many years past; and I 
am firmly persuaded rhat we shall 
never enjoy repose, nor prosperity, 
tiH her councils are swayed by men 
u who will do to others as they 
u would be done by "—' This, it is 
my firm belief, the present ministry 
never will do, and therefore 1 sin- 
cerely hope, and pfay, that God in 
mercy to mankind will be pleased 
shortly to remove them, and that 
ho wifi’ substitute in their place — 
men of uprightness and integrity— 
who fear God and haft covetousness. 

I am, &c. 

Jan. 25, 1 SOS. J. M. 

P.8. Jnri. -27. — Since the fore- 
going letter was written, advice ha* 
been received that what I antici^ 
pated has- partly taken place by an 
embargo being laid on in America, 
and it is easy to see the disastrous 
consequences which most be the 
result. — However, -some of our ener- 
getic politcians here are talking 
very big about reducing the Yankees 
to obedience, &c. — No doubt they 
anticipate glorious sport resulting 
from a war with America ; and to 
gratify them, perhaps their masters 
may carry it that length: if they 
do 1 have yet one piece of news in 
store for them— The Americans tie- 
vtr will make peace until the Free* 
(forriof the Seasbe completely and 
unequivocally recognised as a basis ! 

Mb. Bdrdon's reply to W . 

To submit in silence even to ano- 
nymous abuse, never was- nor ever 
will be in my power, T must there- 
fore attempt to reply to the gross 
afiid insulting calumnies of my anta- 
gonist; and though Mr. Flower, you 
should refuse me that justice which 
you refused to my last letter, and 
which you have granted to your cor- 
respondent W. I shall have the sa- 
nction of thinking that the causa 

VOL IV. 


I defend will not suffer from my 
want of exertion, however it may 

suffer from my inability. That 

every man who writes hastily, which 
all periodical writers are compelled 
to do, will now and then fall into 
inconsistencies and contradictions^ 

] believe will not be denied by any 
candid and liberal person, particu- 
larly when a man forms his opinion 
from circumstances, and does no® 
uniformly praise or abuse without 
regard to difference of conduct or si-* 
tuation. Such being my case, I will 
not deny that I have hastily uttered 
opinions one month which I have 
seen reason to alter or qualify the 
next; but this neither will nor ought 
to injure me in the estimation of 
those who know that I have uniform- 
ly been actuated by a desire of pro- 
moting the good and happiness of 
mankind; and as the means of doing 
this must vary according to the dif- 
ferent events and characters which a- 
rise in the world, it is impossible at 
all times to adhere to those rigid and 
unbending maxims which compel a 
man to act under all ci rc uftist atices 
with the same unvarying regard to 
principles. Thus when suth a man 
as Bonaparte is to be dealt with, 
he must be opposed sometimes with 
with his own weapons, or he will in- 
fallibly overcome those who scruple 
to employ the means requisite for 
their defence. — Thus much by way ; 
of preface. 

1 must now reply more particu- 
larly to the accusation of W — • — — . 
Blinded by the spendid victories of 
Bonaparte in Prussia and Poland, 
and tbe apparent extinction of all 
spirit on the continent, 1 will ac- 
knowledge that I hastily pronounced 
him invincfble, when there seemed 
to be no continental power any long- 
er able to contend with him : but 
on more mature reflection, I found 
that wo never could rest in safety 
without preserving the full strength' 
of our naval power, and without de- 
priving him of some part of that im- 
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mens* length of coast, by means of of the country with too little delica- 
which he might during peace re* cy. Of the former 1 have never spo- 
cruit his ruined marine, and make ken but with respect and admira- 
it a match for ours. Under this tiod j that its best parts are some- 
persuasion, l said that 1 thought it what defaced through time and 
morally impossible ever to make kbuse* is no impeachment of its solid 
peace with him* as it did not seem excellence; nor does it prove “ that 
probable without continental assifc- we have not yet much to be thank* 
tance that we ever could deprive ful for.*' That the same men of 
him of his present extended domi- whose general talents apd conduct 1 
. nion.— L have always thought so ex 4 think ill* should sometimes do right, 
cept at the moment, for which i is by no means Vonderful nor un* 
think 1 have sufficiently accounted, uncommon; so it is with the present 
It was not Mr. Flower, because you administration.— I detest their sen- 
did not constantly apply to Buna- timents and conduct on the subject 
part the gross epithets of “ fiend, of reform, of ecclesiastical policy, 
devil, ruffian, villain,” that 1 blamed and on the government of Ireland; 
you, but because you did not ex- but 1 admire their method of treat- 
press, even in temperate language* ing Bonaparte, and I gave them 
those sentiments of abhorrence with credit for their vigour and dispatch 
' which bis conduct ought to be on the Danish expedition, though l 
treated by every consistent friend of have little expectation of their act- 
liberty: I am no friend to that an- ing wisely or honestly towards the 
gry, feminine scolding, which con- Spanish patriots, because they fear 
sists in mere abusive words; but I the establishment of a popular go- 
like to express, and I like to hear vernment in Spain, 
others express, the genuine feelings Notwithstanding your liberal cor- 
of indignation even against success- respondent has accused me of many 
full villainy, and to use no measured inconsistencies, be has forgot that I 
terms of abhorrence against the cne* have been uniform and consistent in 
mies of human happiness, virtue, my opinion of Bonaparte and the 
and liberty; — and when I remem- means of opposing him, since he be- 
ber that you have neverspared those came consul for life. To- the prin- 
abusive epithets which your corres- ciples of liberty lam firmly attached, 
pondents asserts, are 4 ‘ indicative of though I sometimes varyas to the 
the worst passions of human nature,” mode by which it may be best pre- 
tp those whose conduct or sentiments served: to all tyrants I have ever 
you disapprove, 1 must own I did sworn the most unalterable hatred, 
wish to see you express without cau- and the justness of my opinions will 
tion or reserve, the truth and the 1 trust be speedily confirmed by the 
whole truth when you spoke of downfal of that bloody Moloch 
Bonaparte: but there are some peo- whom you and many others, 
pie from whom it is impossible to get the professed friends op Li- 
the truth, when their passions are berty have so long made the 
excited: — it is not so with me, for object op idolatrous won* 

I must speak what I, think without ship ! ! ! I have never swerved from 
any regard to persons, parties, or my devotion to the true deity, the 
consequences, and this it is wbi^hJ-^goddess of liberty; and 1 trust that ne 
believe has excited the indignation motives of fear or interest will ever 
of you, and your virtuous correspon- draw me from the homage which I 
dent, • owe her as the only source of happi- 

Mr. W. accuses me of treating the ness and every social comfort : — mis* 
constitution and the administration tgkc me not if 1 have sometimes ap- 


Digitized by Google 



no*.] 


■Jfr. J $ur don* $ Reply to W- 


43 


proved measures apparently incon- 
sistent with her maxims; it has been 
only for the purpose of more surely 
preserving her against the attacks of 
those pretended friends tike a Bona- 
parte, who, though they profess 
much in her name, never cease to 
injure her by every action of their 
lives.— When either you or your 
correspondent will prove that 1 have 
praised any one apparently bad ac- 
tion of the present ministiy, which 
had not for its object the overthrow 
ef Bonaparte's power, 1 will consent 
to be abused by any epithets you 
may be pleased to bestow on roe ; 
till then it is impolitic, and unkind 
in you to revile and reprobate a man 
against whom you can bring no well- 
founded charge of tergiversation or 
inconsistency.-^-Mistakemenot that 
1 mean to deprecate your censures; 
all 1 require is to be allowed to speak 
for myself, and in my own defence. 

A postscript almost as long as his 
letter, gives your correspondent 
room to express or affect his igno- 
rance of my name and churacter ; 
and yet for all this he may be one of 
my friends and acquaintance, so 
much latitude does an anonymous 
writer give for suspicion, and so im- 
possible is it to guard against such 
attacks. The laudable object of his 
whole letter is by means of partial 
extracts, without any regard to their 
general spirit and tendency, to de- 
grade my opinions in the estimation 
of your readers* and thereby pre- 
vent their general efficacy. — With 
regard to ypur having misrepresent- 
ed Mr. Cobbett 1 need only refer 
your readers fo his manly and con- 
vincing letters t.o Mr. Roscoe; and 
to all the. events lyhiph have fully 
confirmed his opinions of the Ame- 
rican character, and their behaviour 
in the present contest. 

J^et me now notice your reasons 
for not inserting my letter of the 
10th. — First, because it bears the 
tyarks of baste and carelessness-— so 
far I thank you for your intention, 


but taking upon myself the whole 
responsibility for my own produc- 
tions, 1 had rather they were in- 
serted with all their faults, than 
withheld, when I well know they 
contain some "things that ought to be 
published ; for the sentiments 1 then 
expressed on the affairs of Spain 
have since been fully confirmed by 
events. — I there said that a spirit of 
liberty and independence was rising 
in Spain whichfwould prove a thorn 
in the side of the Corsican ; 1 said 
too that the whole of his conduct 
had been base and treacherous, and 
deserved the resentment of every got 
nerous Spaniard — and that those 
who had first resisted him and perish- 
ed in the attempt were to be envied 
in comparison of those who survived,' 
if he succeeded in gaining possession 
of Spain. — l have spoken too freely 
I find, of your conduct towards 
Bonaparte, and it was for that I 
suppose, you decline J inserting my 
letter — perhaps I have been impru- 
dent — but I feci strongly, and I 
speak what 1 think : pardon me if I 
am mistaken : you have been too 
long and too warmly the advocate 
of Bonaparte. I have hitherto re- 
spected you, because 1 believefl you, 
like myself, independent: — you are 
free from any bias of interest, but 
on the subject of Bonaparte, not 
free from an undue partiality. I 
thank you for your promises of de- 
fending my reputation— and you 
have fulfilled them by the insertion 
of W's letter ! — he is a liberal, can* 
did and dispassionate gentleman I l 
have not often been changed with ar- 
rogance, and in truth n^ man is 
more diffident of his own opinion, 
por more willing to retract an er- 
ror : hence the charge of inconsis- 
tency. 1 have long expected to see 
something good from the Spanish na- 
tion ; but having been so often mis- 
taken in my hopes, alone prevented 
me from expressing them earlier. I 
am sorry (hat you will not yet ac- 
knowledge the a tj-ociiy of Bona* 
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parted conduct to the soyal family 
and whole nation of Spain, and that 
ou will not contrast his whole be* 
aviour with the profession* and 
sentiments respecting the new go- 
vernment of that country:— how 
wide the distance has always been 
with him, between promise and per- 
formance. It was their easy credu-; 
lity and confidence in his promises, 
which ruined the court of Spain. Let 
the old government have been wbat 
it will, that is not the question ; the 
question is, had Bonaparte any 
right to interfere in it? — Certainly 
not — and every nation has a right to 
chuse its own government; and what- 
ever government the Spanish nation 
. chuses to adopt they, have my fer- 
vent wishes for their success in as^ 
serting and maintaining their inde- 
pence ; and if our ministers are sin- 
cere in their offers of unconditional 
aid, the Spaniards will not think the 
less of their friendship, because they 
commenced the war by taking four 
millions of their property which were 
about to fall into the hands of Bona- 
parte. — It was against their stupid 
government that we waged war, and 
not against the Spanish nation. The 
Spaniards cannot.all at once become 
liberal and enlightened ; they have 
been too long under the dominion of 
priestcraft and statecraft to expect 
it it is sufficient if they are in- 
spired with a wish to free themselves 
from the dominion of Bonaparte : — 
let them once establish their inde- 
pendence, and the rest will come in 
the due course of things : do not he 
angry with them because they do 
not think as you do; — they have 
not had the means and opportuni- 


sm* 

tie*; they have periortned milch al- 
ready;— they have shewn a spirit 
worthy of imitation by all Europe ; 
and if the flame spreads to other 
countries, which no doubt it will, 
that which you have hitherto treated 
with so much contempt, the deljve* 
ranee of Europe, will soon be accom- 
plished. All violent courses are 
short, and Bonaparte will be his 
own ruin; at least there is no hope 
of it from any other quarter : — be 
has over-shot himself by bis conduct 
in Spain; and I daresay he now re-* 
pents it.: but it is too late ; the die 
is cast : had he been content to be 
Emperor ol France, he and his fa- 
mily might have reigned there for 
ages, but by aiming at all, he bat 
lost all, or will lose it before many 
years are completed ; if be does not 
he ought; for never did any man so 
little deserve the esteem and confi- 
dence of his country or mankind. 

Mr. Cobbett too has 1 trust near- 
ly run his career; for notwithstand- 
ing my admiration of his talents, be 
has shewn, such a revolutionary and 
jacobinical spirit; when he writes on 
the affairs of Spain, he is so com- 
pletely blackguard, that it is easy to 
see through bis aim in all his pre- 
tences of patriotism* — The topic of 
Spain has served him only as a vehi** 
cle to transmit his coarse abuse a* 
gainst the higherranks of this coon* 
try, and to shew, that provided he 
can pull them down, he has no 
other end or motive. — I, trust you 
have read and duly estimated his 
three last numbers, which teem with 
ordure and filth. 1 remain, &c. 

W. BtJg.DON. 
Hartford , near Morpeth , July, 5. 


ORIGINAL POETRY , 

y - II 

UNES ADDRESSED TO SIR FRANCIS BURDBTT. 

Off sent by Heaven, in these degenerate days 
Jn every brqsit to kindle FraedeiBR.bkiae^ 
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To switch the covering from the statesman's heart. 

And awful truths, without a fear, impart. 

Though ministerial thunders round thee roll. 

They roll in vain, nor daunt tby manly soul; . 

Thy country's rights thy constant labours claim. 

And with a Sidney's join tby honour'd name. 

, Superior thpu to every threat shall rise. 

And from the band of rapine wrest the prise; 

Thy tongue shall vice in all her wiles reveal. 

And biassed senators its vengeance feel ; 

Nor shall corruption unmolested stanc). 

Sap all our rights, and sink a venal lanq : 

True to tby conscience to thy country true* 

Thou shalt detect, and dash her conquests too* 

Patriot proceed! in Freedom's glorious cause, 

O! save thy country, and tby country's laws; 

The wiles of statesman without fear disclose. 

And he a foe to a|l thy country’s foes: 

Then, should st thou e'er be doom'd the power to feel, 

(Which heaven forbid) of grim oppression’s steel ; 

Still shall posterity thy virtues see. 

And Britain own a patriot soul in thee. 

July 6. Amor Patrja, 
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Downing Street, July 9. 

A dispatch of which the following is a 
copy, together with inciosures, have 
been received from Major-Gen. Spen- 
cer, by Viscount Castlereagb, one of 
his Majesty’s principal secretaries of 
state, dated of Cadiz, June 12, 1808. 

Atlas, off Cadiz, June 12. 
My Loro, — The Freuch squadron 
consisting of five sail of the line and a 
frigate, having placed themselves in a 
1 defensive position, in the channel lead* 
Mg to the Caraccas, and out of the 
reach of the works of Cadiz, and having 
refused to listen to any terms, I have 
great satisfaction in reporting that the 
Spanish gun and mortar boats, and the 
batteries erected for this purpose, on 
die isle of Leon, and near Fort Louis, 
commenced hostilities against* the 
French ships, at three o'clock in the af- 
ternoon of the 9th, and the firing conti- 
nued without interruption on both sides 
dll uight. It was renewed on the* part 
*f the Spaniards on the morning of the 


10th, and partially contiuued till two, 
when a flag of truce was hoisted by the 
French, but the terms proposed being 
inadmissible, the Spaniards intend to 
re-commence hostilities with an addi- 
tional battery, to the eastward of Fort 
Louis, consisting of thirty 34-poundcrs. 
Admiral Purvis and myself wished to 
have co-operated in this attack, but the 
Spaniards, feeling themselves confident 
in their own force, have declined our 
offers of assistance. 

The supreme council of Seville have 
nominated commissioners, and applied 
last night for passports and a frigate to 
convey them to England, and they were 
also equally anxious to scud feluccas 
with dispatches to South America. In- 
formation having been received that a 
small French corps was assembling at 
Tavira, with a f view of entering Spain 
by the river Guadiana, we have been 
requested to proceed against this corps 
and either to attack them on the coast, 
or endeaveiir to prqveut the further 
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r ’osecqtion of fhetr plans against Spam, wafer, aad provisions necessary for my 
accordingly propose to sail immediate- squadron shall be provided on my pay- 


Jy for this object. Lord Colling wood 
approving of ii. — Admiral Purvis had 
afready detached three ships of war off 
the mouth of the Guadiana, and has 
offered every other necessary assistance, 
which Lord Collingwood has since, con- 
firmed.— I have the honour to be, &c. 

B. Spercer, Major-Gen. 

Copy of a Letter from General Morla, 
Captain-General of Andalusia and Go- 
vernor of Cadis , addressed to their 
Excellencies Admiral Purvis and Afls- 
jor-General Spencer. 

Admiral Rossilly<a*your excellencies 
will observe by the annexed copy, has 
proposed to disarm, but upon condi- 
tions which I thought were inadmissi- 
ble. YVhatever may be his terms of 
sqrrcnder, I shall in no manner deviate 
from my promise; it is therefore neces- 
sary that I should have yoar consent, 
ns I have already said in my, first con- 
ference with Brigadier General Smith 
and Capt. Sir John Gore, to whom X 
hnvp pledged myself with simplicity and 
good faith. 

It will afford me considerable satis- 
faction to consult with your excellencies 
pn all occurences, incidents, and cir- 
cumstances conducive to opr common 
advantage, and contrary to the interest 
of the cpmmou enemy, Nothing gives 
roe more real pleasure than the absolute 
confidence qf your excellencies, in my 
candour and sincerity, with which I re- 
main your excellencies most affectionate 
devoted servant Thomas Morla. 

Cadi ^ June 11. 

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Ramify , 
addressed to General Morla, dated on 
board the Admiral's ship , Hero Bay .off 
Cadiz, June 11. ' ' 

Captain General, — Obliged to defend 
mysejf on account of the inquietude in- 
spired intq tue people of this province 
by my imposing attitude, I yesterday, to 
tranquillize them, proposed to your ex- 
cellency to quit thp bay. In case the 
English cannot accede to this proposal, 

I suggest the idea of disembarking my 
means of attack, and keeping my ships' 
companies on board; no colours shall 
be displayed on my squadron. Hostages 
shall be given for our security, our sick, 
and all the French people in the pro- 
vince, with their national and indivi- 
dual property. Hostages will be equal- 
ly given on my part. The refreshments, 


ing for them, as has httherto'been done. 
In short, I shall demand no conditions 
but those which are necessary for my 
honour, and that of the people serving 
under my orders, and sucb as are com- 
patible with the public tranquillity. 

Deprived by my proposal of the 
means of defence against the exterior 
enemy, I demand security aganst them. 

Receive, Captain-General, the re- 
newal of ray distinguished considera- 
tion, with which I am your excellency's 
most humble servant, Rossilly. 
x Answer of General Morla to Admiral 
Rossilly . 

Excellent Sir, Admiral Rossilly,— In 
answer tp certain proposals, and official 
demands, transmitted by your excellent 
cy, which, although dictated by your 
honour, are unquestionably incompati- 
ble with mine, at must bo evident to 
your excellency, I have to acquaint you 
that I cannot accept any terms but an 
unconditional surrender. My honour 
flnd pharaetpr not allowing me to de- 
part in any way from ipy promises; I 
therefore inform you, that my orders 
from the superior council being positive 
with respect to the surrender of the 
squadron commanded by your excel- 
lency, I cannot enter into any conditions 
without previously consulting them. It 
is likewise rpy duty to consult with thy 
English commanders, as, without their 
consent, I cannot compromise myself. 

For these reasons I shall suspend my 
attack, until I have dispatched these 
two expresses, availing myself however 
of the intermediate time to prepare other 
means for the attack. 1 

Nothing opposes the individual esteem 
entertained for your excellency, by your 
faithful servant, TnoM^g MoftLA, 
Cadiz, June 11, 1808. 

Downing Street . July 1*. 
Dispatches, of which the following are 
extracts, have been received from 
Major-General Spencer, by Visconnt 
Castlereagb, one pf his Majesty's 
principal secretaries of state. 

Extract of a Dispatch from Major-Ge- 
neral £>j>encer to Viscount Castlereagb, 
dated on board his Majesty's skif 
Windsor Castle, off Ayamonte, June lr. 
My Lord, — -I avail myself of theop*- 
port unity afforded by the passing of the 
Nautilus from Lord Collingwood to- Sit 
Charles Cotton, to congratulate yotfv 
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lonMup on (he aurreniier of the French 
squadron, of five line of battle ships and 
one frigate, in the harbour of Cadiz, to 
the Spanish arms, on the 14th. instant ; 
on which day the Spanish colours were 
tying in all the French ships. Th6 par- 
ticulars of this important and interest- 
ing event will, no doubt, he fully com- 
municated to your lordship by Lord 
Collingwood. 

It is alo very satisfactory for me to 
inform your lordship, that the move- 
ment I have made to this quarter, at 
Ike request of General Morla, has been 
attended with the happiest effects. The 
French trodps are retiring in every di- 
rection towards Lisbon, except some 
very insignificant parties left to occupy 
the different small forts and posts on 
this side of Portugal. The Portugueze 
people are rising in all parts, encouraged 
greatly by our presence here; and the 
Spanish frontier on the Guadiana is thus 
effectually secured from any attach of 
the French. _ 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

B. Spencer, Major-Gen. 
Extract of a Dispatch from Major* Gen . 

Spencer to Viscount Castlereugh , da- 
ted on board his Majesty's brig , Scout f 

off logos, June HI. 

My Lord,— -The French fleet having 
surrendered on the 14th. and the Spa- 
nish commissions having since embarked 
for England, l beg leave shortly to re- 
capitulate the different events’ which 
have led to these desirable objects, and 
*o state to your lordships the present 
situation of Spain and Portugal, ns far 
us I have obtained correct information. 
*—The general feelings of the Spaniards 
had been for some time excited to the 
utmost degree of indignation at the con- 
duct of th^ French. The information 
of the forced renunciation of the crown 
ofSpain by Charles the Fourth, Ferdi- 
nand, and all the royal family, in favor 
ofBonaparte, appeared to be the signal 
of universal opposition to the views of 
France* 

The council of Seville, one of the 
principal provincial jurisdictions in 
Spain have laid hold of some statutes in 
their constitution, which authorise their 
rejecting the orders of the supreme 
council of Madrid, when that capital 
•hall be in the power of foreign troops. 
They have therefore assumed an inde- 
pendent authority in the name of Fer- 
dinand VII. whom they have proclaimed 
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King ; and after some previous steps, 
they have formally declared war against 
France, and have appealed to the Spa- 
nish nation to support them ; and their 
Supremacy has been acknowledged by 
the councils of several oilier provinces. 
In Andalusia they collected from fifteen 
to twenty thousand regular troops, and 
have put arms in the hands of upwards 
of sixty thousand peasants. General 
Castaneos is appointed commander in 
chief ; and I understand they propose, 
out of the first levies, to augment the 
establishment of the old regiments to 
double their present numbers. Pro- 
vincial assemblies are also forming in 
most of the large towns, and different 
depots fixed upon for raising volunteers. 
— They have a proportion of near 4000 
cavalry, and a large quantity of artille- 
ry, as Seville is a foundery, and one of 
the largest depots in Spain. 

All accounts agree, that in every part 
ofSpain the insurrections have com- 
menced almost at the same period ; 
many small detachments of the enemy, 
and many officers have been cut off. 
General Dupont was on his march, to 
Seville, and had already passed the Mo- 
rena mountains, when the insurrection 
took place. He has pushed on to Cor- 
dova, and, by the intercepted dispatches 
we learn, he is strengthening himself 
there, and'proposes to wait for reinforce- 
ments. In the mean time, the Morena 
passes in his rear have heen occupied 
by 5000 Spaniards, the road is broken 
up: and, I trust, all communication 
has been cut off. 

General D’Asril had received orders 
to join him at Seville with 4000 men, 
who were to assemble at Alcorentin, 
hut our arrival off Ayamonte, and the 
arming of all Spain, and the alarms in 
Portugal having prevented this move- 
ment, I trust |hat General Junot will 
not now be able to detach any troops 
from Portugal, though we understand a 
French corps has been collected at El- 
vas-, but I do not think it can exceed 
4000 men, though the reports of its 
strength are very various. 

At Faro the Portuguese have already 
risen, have taken or destroyed a detach- 
ment of about 200 men, have seized 
the arms and ammunition of the pro- 
vince, which the French had collected 
in a depot, and also about 40,000 dollars 
in gold, which the French General had 
amassed. 
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Admiralty Office, July 12. 
Jfactruct qf a Letter from Vice-Admiral 
Lard Callmgtsood, Commander in 
Chief of hie Majesty's Ships and Ves- 
sels in the Mediterranean, to the Hon. 
W. W. Pole, elated Ocean, off Cadiz, 
June 14, 1808. 

Sib,- In my letter of the 12th *n- 
staot. by the Althea, L informed you 
that application had been made for a 
ship to carry to England commissioners 
appointed by the supreme council pf 
Seville, to treat with bis Majesty’s mi* 
misters on such matters as are impor- 
tant to tbc interest of both countries. 
The Admiral .who commands in the port 
of Cadis being one of the deputed, they 
did not choose be should depart untill 
the surrender of the French ships, 
which took place this morning. 

Tlie .Spaniards having constructed an 
additional battery of thirty 7 heavy puns, 
and numerous gun and bomb-vessels 
having taken their stations, the French 
ships struck their colours at seven 
o’clock this morning, and woeo alter the 
Spanish were hooted on board them. 
The French ships, I understand, are 
not at all injured, ns the Spaniards 
wanted theip for their own use ; nor 
has t|iore boon much loss of men on 
either side. The governor some days 
since (and before I came here)requested 
of Major-Gpperal Spencer to proceed 
to Avamante, to oppose a detachment 
of the French army, which was said So 
be marching from Portugal by the 
coast ; and yesterday the transports 
proceeded, under the protection of' the 
Zealous, to that quarter, where the 
Windsor Castle had conducted’ a de- 
tachment the day before. 

June 15.— The Governor of Cadiz has 
notified to me, that the commissioners 
will be ready to embark in two days. 
As the Revenge has h$ea stationed 
near the town, where Sir John Gore 
has had much intercourse with the go- 
vernor and chiefs in command during 
the late operations, aud witnessed the 
temper and disposition of the people, I 
have ordered that ship to receive them, 
that be may give to bis Majesty’s mi- 
nisters the information they may desire 
of what has come within bis observation 
as to the present state of this part of 
Spain. — Application has been made to 
me this evening by the supreme council 
at Seville and the governor of Cadiz, to 
give a passport to a Spanish frigate and 
four dispatch vessels, to carry to the 


setertd governments and presidencies 
in the West indies, information of the 
ere ms which have happened in Spain, 
and their instructions to the governors; 
and also that a sloop of war may take 
out officers, to that country, whose 
presence there is important ; this they 
urge in preference to their going in a 
Spanish vessel, as it will coovey a proof 
of their connection with Great Britain* 
Thave the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Collinowooo. 

Extract of a Letter from Sir C. Cat ton , 
Bart. Admiral of the Blue , Sf&. to the : 
Hon. W. Wellesley Pole , dated on ' 
board his Majesty's ship , the Hibernia , 
off the Tagus , June 22. 

Sir. — Inclosed I transmit, for the in- 
formation of the lords commissioners of' 
the admiralty, the copy of a letter re- 
ceived by me from Captain Creyke, of 
his Majesty’s sloop Eclipse, detailing 
the state of affairs at Oporto. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

C. Cotton. 

' Eclipse , off Oporto , June 20. 

Sir, ^-Sinck the account I bad the 
honour of delivering to you on the lOtb 
June, Oporto has undergone two revo- 
lutions, and lias been successively ‘fit 
the hands of the French and the sOb* 
jeefcs of the Prince Regent. After the 
Spaniards bad delivered the forts into 
tlte custody of the Portuguese, and the 
im tonal colours were every where 
hoisted, die French were again able to 
establish their authority, iif Conse- 
quence of the weak and undetermined 
measures of the governor, Louis D’Oli- 
vcira, who is- now .confined as a traitor, 
and maintained it till the 15th, tlte day 
of Carpus Cbristi, a great national 
festival, when it bad been usual for the 
Portuguese, regiments to attend with 
colours flying. The governor, d’Oli- 
veira, in consequence of orders from 
Jonot, attempted to establish the 
French dag instead of the Portuguese 
at the procession. This violent attack 
on the national custom drew forth the 
murmurs of the populace to so great a 
degree, that an attempt to compromise 
on the* part of the governor had no 
effect; and oir the 18th, in the evening, 
the diey before my arrival here, they 
were excited to such a degree of fiiry, 
that, countenanced by the priests, t lie 
people rose in masse, broke open tht 
depots, and sQpplied themselves with 
25,000 stand of arms, and, together 
with the regulars; formed a most deter* 

\ ■ * t 
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inioed and enthusiastic army. From 
this moment all French authority ceas- 
ed ; and every man, either French, or 
suspected or being inclined to the 
French interest, was arrested.— Tl»e 
Bishop of Oporto was elected as the 
new governor, and an army of 20,000 
men sent to meet the French, who had 
advauced to the amount of 900 within 
six leagues ofOporto. — The enthusiasm 
has communicated from one to the 
other, and the Portuguese provinces of 
Tralos, Montes, Minho, and the nor- 
thern part of Beira, in imitation of the 
Spaniards, have risen in arms, deter- 
mined to extirpate the French from 
their kingdom. From the most mode- 
rate accounts, besides what afe at 
Oporto, I may estimate them at up- 
wards of one hundred thousand men. 
All the regular regiments disbanded by 
the French are formingagain with the 
greatest alacrity,' aud will soon join 
them. I have this day had an interview 
With his excellency the governor, con- 
ducted to him amidst the shouts and 
huzxaa of the populace. To-morrow l 
send a party of men to mount the guns 
of a large Brazil ship, the command of 
which is given to an Englishman, and 
destined as a floating battery to defend 
the bridge, in case the French should 
have the temerity to approach, though 
such an event is not to be apprehended. 
If any requisition 19 made for pbwder, 

I shall comply with it, but they have at 
present abundance of arms, ammuni- 
tion, and provisions. The detestation 
of the Portuguese to the French is so 
great, that Captain Jones and myself, 
after having begged the life of the. 
French intendant of police, had the 
greatest difficulty in conveying him a 
prisoner to the boat, and the unbounded 
love and respect to the English alone 
prevented the enraged populace from 
Waring him. to pieces. 

I have the honour, &c, 

(Signed) G. A. Crlyke. 

Admiral Sir C. Cotton , Bart , Sfr, • 
Extract of a Letter from Captain Digby, 
of his Majesty's ship the Cossack, ad- 
dressed to the right ho n. Lord Gam- 
bier, Admired of the Blue , 4 c* and 
tranmitted by hit Lordship to the 
Hon . W- We Wesley Pole. 

Cossack , offSt.Andero , June 25 . 
My Loud,— -The last opportunity I 
bad of wilting' to your lordship, I ac- 
quainted yon of my intention to go to 
St, Audero immediately, and afford 
'VOL If. 
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every assistance in my power to the 
loyal inhabitants, and bring off any 
British subjects that might wish to come 
away, in the present uncertain state of 
the country; and I had intelligence 
that the French frigate in Passage, 
accompanied by several gton-boats, was 
expected to make a descent on that 
part of the coast. Owing to the strong 
easterly winds and long calms, I did 
not get tlierc till the 21st. The signal- 
post displayed a flag of truce, which 
was answered by both ships. The 
Captain of the Port, Don Vincento 
C amino, came on board, he told U9 the 
French army were soon expected to 
make an attack on the pass in the 
mountains that guarded the approach 
to the town ; he invited ns 4o anchor in 
Sardenero Bay, winch we did at five 
p . m ; until he bad made his report to 
the bishop, who was the present go- 
vernor, he w ished us not to land. No 
boat returning by one o’clock the next 
day, l concluded some sudden attack, 
or unexpected event must have taken 
place. In the afternoon a brig came 
out of the harbour, full of people of all 
descriptions, who had left the town on 
the report that the French were ad- 
vancing. I immediately got under 
weigh, and sent Captain Daly, of the 
Comet, up the harbour, to gain some 
confirmed intelligence, and should the 
report prove true, to reconnoitre the 
fort, and find out where the principal, 
magazine was, and, if it was possible, 
to destroy it. Between eight and nine 
p. m. Capt. Daly returned with certain 
information, that the French army bad 
gained the pass, and had haired only a 
few miles from the town, and were ex- 
pected toenter that night or next day* 
Captain Daly also made every pos- 
sible observation, and had him9©lf 
spiked the guns m two forts near . the 
town, and he requested to go and de- 
stroy the magazine, and the gun9 in the 
forts that guard the entrance of the 
harbour. I should certainly have sent 
the boats that night, hut the great 
chance of their beiug taken by surprise, 
should the enemy advance, and the 
night being very dark and squally, with 
every -appearance of bad weather, 
made me defer it till the next morning; 
at day-light we stood into the bay, and 
manned and armed two boats froth 
each ship, under the orders ofCaptaip 
Daly ; lie was accompanied by JUeut. 
H. Herbert, of the Cossack, and 
O 
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Lieut. Retd, of the Royal marines, aud 
several of the younger officers, who all 
volunteered their sqjyices ; they left 
this ship soon after six o'clock, and 
landed about eight, spiked all the guns 
in fort St. Salvador de Ano, and fort 
Sedra, and wedged shot in the cham- 
bers of them, which renders them quite 
useless ; the magazine was at some lit- 
tle distance, and had five hundred 
whole barrels of powder in it, besides 
quantities ef other stores; all which 
were completely destroyed, great part 
by throwing it over the cliflfe into the 
sea, leaving sufficient to blow up the 
magazine ; the train was laid for a con- 
siderable distance, and it was let off a- 
bout tenVclock, which instantly level- 
led the whole building to the ground ; 
finding some more powder in fort Sedra, 
a train was laid to it, whichtook effect, 
and blew part of the bouse and store- 
house in it up; the two other forts on the- 
west side of the bay they could not at- 
tempt's the surf was so high it w as impos- 
sible to land, and to walk round was too 
far from the boats, as they had not a mo- 
ment to spare ; having heard before they- 
set fire to the first tram, that the French 
had entered the town, and tliey expect 
ted a strong guard at the forts; the 
boats left the shore by eleven o’clock, 
and had just got round the Point of De 
Ano, when a considerable body of French 
dragoons appeared on the hilt, and took 
post near the smoking ruins of the ma- 
gazine. 1 am sorry to say, Capt. Daly/ 
and Lieutenant Read, of the marines, 
are much scorched, particularly Lieu- 
tenant Read, in setting fire to the 
last train, hut am happy to find hig 
eyes are safe, and he is doing well. — - * 
Captain Daly speaks in high commen- 
dation of the zeal and exertion of every, 
efficer and man employed with him. 

I have the honour tq be,. Ate. 

(Signed) George Digby. 

PROCLAMA t‘4 OK OF PEACE OF 
IMS BRITANNIC MAJESTY WITH 

THE SPA NISH N ATION. 

At the Court of the Queen s Palace , 

the 4 th of July, 1808, Present , the 
King's Most Excellent Majesty , in 

Council . 

His Majesty having taken into his 
consideration the glorious exertions 
of the: Spanish nation for the deli* 
verancV of their country from the 
tyranny and usurpation of France, 
a ad ike ag finances wkick kis 


jesty has received from several of the 
provinces of Spain, of their friendly 
disposition towards this kingdom ;hi» 
Majesty is pleased, by and with the 
advice of his privy council, to order, 
and it is hereby ordered. 

1. That all hostilities against Spain 
on the part of his Majesty shall im- 
mediately cease. 

2. That the blockade of all the 
ports of Spain, except such as may 
be still in the possession or under 
the cortfroul of France, be forthwith 
raised. 

3. That all ships and vessels be* 
longing to Spain shall have free ad- 
mission into the ports of his Majes- 
ty's dominions, as before thq pre- 
sent hostilities. 

4. That all ships and vessels be- 
longing to Spain, which shall be 
met at sea by his Majesty's ships 
and cruizers, shall be treated in the 
same manner ,as the ships of states 
in amity with his Majesty, and shaMr 
be suffered A to * carry on any traded 
now considered by his Majesty to bd 1 
lawfully carried on by neutral ship^ 
, 5. That all vessels and good$ h*-' 
longing to persons residing in the \ 
Spanish colonies, which shall h& 
detained by any of bis Majestyfc 
cruizers after the date hereof, . sktfh 
be brought into port# and shall !* 
carefully preserved in safe ^custody? 
to await his Majesty's further ptee* 
sure, until it shall be know 3 )giv|gf* 
ther .the said colonies, or any* of 
them, in which the owners oLsuch 
ships and goods, reside, shall 
mode common causes with Spain * 
gainst the power of France, v* ' 

And the right hen. the Lortfei 
Commissioners of his Mtyestyfs 'Ere* 
suiy, his Majesty’s Principal Secw£ 
Varies of State, the LordsvComrok* 
sinners of the Admiralty, the Jute 
of the High Court of Admiralty, ami 
the Judges of the Cburts of wye* 
Admiralty, are to take such mea- 
sures herein as to fbem, may Vesper 
lively appertain* 

STIFHIN COTTftfcLl* 
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Tbe Gazette of the 29th ult. contain® 
official advices from Sir E. Pel lew, of 
tbe success of his expedition to the 
island of Java. Sir Edward dates his 
dispatch from Griesse harbour, Dec. 14, 
and states that he had caused the Re- 
volutie and Pluto, of 70 guns, Korte- 
naar of 68 guns, (shecr-lmlk) and Rutc- 
koff, Company’s ship, of 1000 tons, 
pierced for 40 guns, to be burnt, (they 
having been previously scuttled by the 
Dutch;) that all the guns, military 
, stores, &c. in the garrison of Griesse, 
had, together with the battery of Sam- 
belangan, on the island of Madura, 
been most effectually destroyed. — Lieut. 
Col. Lockhart commanded the troops. 

[From the Foreign Gazettes .] 

DECLARATION OF WAR 
AGAINST THX EMFSROR OF 
FRANCS, NAPOLEON I. 

ferdinand the Seventh, King of Spain 
and the Indies , and in his name the 
Supreme Junta of both. 

France, under the government of 
the Emperor Napoleon the First, 
has violated towards Spain the most 
sacred compacts— has arrested her 
Monarch— obliged them to a forced 
and manifestly void abdication and 
renunciation has behaved with the 
same violence towards the Spanish 
uobleawhom he keeps in his power 
-^has declared he will elect a King 
of Spain, tbe most horrible attempt 
that is recorded in history — has sent 
his troops into Spain, seized her for- 
tresses and her capital, and scatter* 
tdher troops throughout the country 
<~~ha$ committed against Spain all 
sorts of assassinations, robberies, and 
unheard-of cruelties; and this he 
has done with the most enormous in- 
gratitude for the services which the 
Spanish' nation has rendered to 
France, for the friendship it has 
shewn her— *tbus treating it with the 
most dreadful perfidy, fraud, and 
treachery, such as were never com- 
mitted against any nation or mo- 
narch, by the most barbarous or 
ambitious King or people. He has, 
in fine, declared that he will tram- 
ple down oui monarchy, our funda- 

4 s ■' 4 


mental laws, and* bring about tho 
ruin of our holy catholic religion. 
The only remedy therefore for such 
gneviousills, which are so manifest 
to all Europe, is in war, which wo 
declare against him. 

In the name, therefore, of our 
King Ferdinand the Seventh, and of 
all the Spanish nation, we declaro 
war by land and sea against the Em* 

f eror Napoleon the First, and against 
ranee. -We are resolved to throw off 
her dominion and tyranny, and com- 
mand all Spaniards to act hostilely a- 
gainst her;, to do her all possible da- 
mage according te the laws of war; 
to place an embargo upon all French 
ships in our ports, and all property 
and effects, in whatever part of Spain 
they may be, whether belonging to 
to the government, or to the indivi- 
duals of that nation. In the same 
manner we command that no embar- 
rassment nor molestation be done to 
tbe English nation nor its govern- 
ment, nor its ships, property or ef- 
fects, nor any individual of that na- 
tion. — We declare that there shall 
be open and free communication 
with England; that we have con- 
tracted and will keep an armistice 
with her ; and that we hope to con- 
clude a durable and lasting peace. 

Moreover, we protest, we will not 
lay down our arms till the Emperor 
Napoleon the First has restored to 
Spain our King Ferdinand the Se- 
venth, and the rest of the royal fami- 
ly ; has respected tbe sacred rights 
of the nation, which he has violated# 
as well as her liberty, integrity, and 
independence, and this we declare, 
with the understanding and accord-* 
ance of the Spanish nation. We com-* 
mand that the present solemn decla- 
ration be printed, posted and circu- 
lated among all the people and pro- 
vinces of Spain and America, that it 
may be known in Europe, Africa* 
and Asia. 

Given in the Royal Palace of Alcazar 
at Seville , this 6th. of June , 1808* 
By order of the Supreme Junta, 
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Address tf the Govsrftm&nt to the In - 
habitants of Cadiz. 

TOe French squadron has surren- 
dered at discretion, relying on the 
humanity and generosity of the in- 
habitants of Cadiz, as has already 
heen made known. The measures 
which have been pursued, have pre- 
sented oqr squadron from sustaining 
the least damage, nor have the 
forces employed to reduce the French 
squadron sustained any considerable 
Joss, and the effusion of blood has 
heen less than in a combat of two 
email armed vessels ; the loss in kill- 
ed does not exceed four men. The 
French ships, their arms, and war- 
like stores, remain at our disposal, 
and the prisoners taken will be ex- 
changed for our troops. Nothing of 
that kind could have been attained 
by red-hot balls, or similar means* 
Ilad no measures of prevention been 
taken, which require time, our loss 
would have been much greater. I 
therefore trust I have acquitted my- 
self in a manner worthy of the inha- 
bitants of this town, who have given 
me so many repeated proofs of their 
confidence and respect, that I shall 
at all times entertain the highest 
sense of'the approbation with which 
they have honoured my conduct. 

But now 1 demand, exact, and or- 
dain, that all disturbances shall 
cease ; that every thing shall return 
to order ; that all persons, accord- 
ing to their different ranks and sta- 
tions, shall submit to the constituted 
'authorities, who all depend upon the 
supreme council of government, at. 
all times solicitous co promote the 
‘public welfare, and to procure the 
‘best alliances and means to secure a 
'successful issue of our undertaking. 
Let the laws reign, and all arbitrary 
proceedings be avoided. The most 
enlightened and civilized people upon 
• earth disgraces itself by demanding the 
death of any individual . The field of 
battle, where force is repelled by force , 
authorises alone the effusion of blood , 
which is Otherwise illegal. The Sove- 


reign himself is not master of the life 
of an offender, unless he has forfeited 
the same by the lerws of his country . 

Thebe laws prohibit in all coun-* 
tries, even among the most barbarous 
.nations, sedition and disturbances of 
every description ; we are bound to 
obey and respect them. This is the 
only mpans to secure a successful is-> 
9ue of the contest in which we are 
engaged, and not to offend either 
against the God of hosts, or the so-r 
vereign whose sacred rights we have 
sworn to defend. 

In order to avoid an unnecessary 
multiplication of publications, I now 
address the French, who reside m 
this city. The supreme council has 
used towards you the utmost lenity 
and respect ; after having taken the 
oath of fidelity to the Spanish nation, 
you are permitted to remain in this 
country, and your property is re- 
spected. Grateful for this valuable 
blessing, you should not be vipeis, 
which sting the bosom that gave 
them shelter. On the contrary yot* 
are bound to shew the utmost loyal- 
ty and respect for a government 
which treats you in so generous a 
manner; by such conduct you will 
not only avoid the odium? of the 
good inhabitants of this town, but 
also obtain their 4ove. Should you 
act otherwise dread their justice, 
they will punish with the utmost ri- 
gour, and without the least mercy; 
even meetings which you may hold 
among yourselves, and disloyal ex- 
pressions which you may make use of 
in opposition to our cause. Should 
any one of you be so far devoid of 
reason as not to respect it on ac- 
count of its equity and justice, he 
will fall a victim of his wickedness 
or pride. Morla, 

Cadiz, June 14. 

Copy of a Letter of the French Admiral 
Rossilly to the Governor of Cadiz, on 
his agreeing to surrender to the Spa- 
niards the fleet under his command. 

Hero, Bay of Cadiz , June 14» 
Captain General, — I find my seif com- 
illed, in consequence of the mean# * 
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exercised Against ffte, to gke up the 
fleet under my command, without fur- 
ther resistance ; seeing that it is the in- 
terest of both nations not to destroy the 
ships. 

Althongh your excellency has not 
Announced^ to me, that the crews of the 
•hips under my command, as well as 
their property, should be respected, I 
Reckon too much on Spanish honour, 
find the known generosity of your own 
character, to entertain fears on those 
subjects. 

I request that your excellency will 
only send a few troops at first, that the 
crews may evacuate, ship after ship, in 
order to avoid the confusion which has 
pn such occasions taken place. 

According to the laws of war, I re- 
quest that you will permit, or procure 
permission for me to send an officer to 
bis Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
in order that I may be enabled to give 
iiiiaan account of the events which have 
taken place. 

I have the honour tp be, with the 
highest consideration, your excellency's 
most humble servant, 

(Signed) RosrtLY, 

** The supreme council of govern- 
t ment has communicated to the 
council of this c ity, an e’dict, which 
is of the following tenor: — ' 

Don Ferdindnd VII . King of Spain 
' and the Indies , and in his name the 

* supreme council of government of 

both , — 

In order to carry into Tull effect 
the declaiation of war against the 

* Emperor Napoleon I. decrees as 
Tolldws : — 

1. Within four days from the 
publication hereof; every French- 
man, or person who has served 
under the French banners, and is 
desirous to enjoy the advantages of 
'the Spanish service, shall present 
himself in this capital at the cham- 
berlain's office, and make his decla- 
ration : and, after having taken the 
oath of allegiance, he shall remain 
free from all molestation, and enjoy 
all the privileges which pertain to 
him. And the same shall be done 
in all other places and cities, and 
attended to either by the boards of 
government or common council, 


where the former shall not yet test 
been formed. 

II. Every Frenchman, or other 
person, who has served under the 
banners of that nation, and shall not 
present himself within four days, ns 
aforesaid, shall be considered ns m 
person desirous of remaining per- 
fectly French-; and all bis property, 
of whatever nature or description it 
may be, shall be confiscated. 

III. Ail merchants, and all other 
persons who have in tbeir possession 
on any ground or title whatever, any 
goods, claims, or effects belonging 
to Frenchmen, or to persons who 
have served under the French ban- 
ners, shall keep them in their posses- 
sion, and not dispose of them on 
pain of being accountable for the 
same ; and they shall within four 
days make declaration upon oath 
oft he said goods, claims, and effects, 
and deliver it to our board of exebe* 
quer, and all persons who offend 
against this order, shall be prose- 
cuted according to law. 

Given in the Royal Palace of 
Alcazas, in Seville, the 7th of June, 

1 808.— By command of the supreme 
council. 

J, B. Pardo, *Sec. 

M. M. Aguilah, Sec. 

And in obedience to the said su- 
preme injunction, the council of 
this place orders the same to be 
published and posted in the usual 
places, and give notice that the com* 
mittee appointed for that purpose 
shall acquaint the Frenchmen who 
„ reside here, with the' day when they 
are to make their appearance, and 
comply with the said supreme in- 
junction. , 

Cadiz, June IS, 

The General of Saragossa to the 

Aragonese . Conquerors of the 
Haughty French ! 

Aragonese] — You have proved 
yourselves to be worthy of your 
name. That multitude of proud 
warriors, triumphant in every other 
part of Europe, ceased to retain the 
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character of conquerors when they 
carhe before you. You are inferior 
both in discipline and numbers ; be- 
cause one-twentieth part of our 
forces have not entered into action, 
having been incapable of uniting. 
But your zeal has overcome every 
difficulty. The musketry, in which 
your enemies place so much' confi- 
dence, are weak instruments of their 
power when you appear before them: 
you look at them with courage, and 
they fall at your feet. 

Aragonese ! the result of our first 
attempt has been to leave on the 
field of battle 1 8, 600 enemies, com- 
posing a complete army, which had 
the audacity to provoke our resent- 
ment. We have had the good for- 
tune to get possession of all the pro- 
perty and baggage, of which the 
people have been infamously plun- 
dered, in the countries through 
which this arfny passed. Our loss 
consists only of from 1700 to $000 
killed, and an equal number wound- 
ed : a loss bearing no comparison 
to the triumph we have obtained. 
Their precious blood is shed in the 
field of glory, on their own territory, 
and these blessed martyrs demand 
new victims ; let us prepare for the 
ercrifice, Aragonese ! be not im- 
patient. The enemy against whom 
we fight is rash, and will afford fre- 
quent opportunities for you to exer- 
cise your skill and your courage. 
]f, especially, the lawless bands 
which violate our city of Madrid, 
and the Commander, Murat, should 
venture to approach us, we should 
receive the intelligence with the 
highest satisfaction ; we would anti- 
cipate their expectations, and meet 
them half way. 

Aragonese ! if the battle of Sara- 
gossa had been gained by these in- 
truders, we should have heard their 
babbling of the victories of Marengo, 
Austerlitz, and Jena, acquired by 
.the same valour. Although the 
conquest we have effected has been 
canguinary, yet it has been glorious. 


Do you consider it as a trifling com- 
mencement of your future triumphs 
under' the powerful assistance of 
your illustrious leader and patron ; 

Palafox. 

Head-quarters at Saragossa, June 17* 
A mail from Malta has brought 
Gibraltar papers to June 19. The 
Gibraltar Chronicle of the 18th. 
contains an account of an affair be- 
tween Dupont and the patriots, at 
the bridge of Alcolea and at Cordova. 
The account is not very detailed Or 
clear. It should seem as if General 
Eschevarri bad advanced to Cor-* 
dova, and that a detachment had 
been posted to defend the pass of' 
the bridge of Alcolea. After a brayto 
defence, the patriots fell back upow 
Cordova, and on the afternoon of- 
the 7th the French appeared before 
the town, and began to batter it*' 
There must have been a very long' 
contest, for the French are 
have begun to batter the town belMh 
two in the afternoon, and thatr*fh<* 
action had begun about fourm**!* 
morning. The armed inhabitant 
unhappily gave way, or the Ffefi4l*£ 
it is said, would have been ani)i|kt« 
lated. Eschaverri, (the leader^ ssf* 
the patriots,) finding it imposSt}^ 
to keep Cordova, retired witfreH^ 
troops to Ecija. — This account '(sw* 
dently relates to the first actio 
which the patriots were defogtetijl 
No attempt however is made t64tfr<t* 
nish the transaction, or to insinuates 
that the patriots had not sustai nectar 
loss. On the contrary, the'supreifitft 
board of government published that 
official letters relating the disaster/ 
and accompanied them with the fol- 
lowing public notice:— 

“ For general satisfaction that all 
may know the real extent -of the 
misfortune which has befallen our 
troops af Cordova, and that it en- 
tirely arises from this circumstance, 
that the troops composed of inhabi- 
tants did not fight so bravely as they 
ought to have done, since had they 
acquitted themselves properly, the, 
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French artny would have been com- 
pletely destroyed ; and that the 
people may thereby be excited to 
wipe off this trifling blot from their 
'scutcheon by their ardour and stea- 
diness in the field ; —this supreme 
board of government orders the pub- 
lication of the two following letters, 
one pf which is from the officer 
commanding the van, confidently 
expecting and enjoining every one, 
for the safety of the country to dis- 
play in such actions as may be fought 
for the future, the discipline, vigour, 
and steadiness, which have ever been 
characteristic of true Spaniards, and 
which are so necessary in the exist- 
ing critical circumstances, under 
which they become an imperious 
duty.” 

Letters from Gibraltar, dated the 
17thofJune, represent the Spaniards 
to be in possession of the passes 
of the Sierra Morena, and to have 
succeeded in intercepting a convoy 
of 1000 mules and carts, with am- 
munitioti and provisions going from 
Madrid to join General Dupont at 
Cordova ; the escort of 400 men 
was cut off to a man. — The strong 
fortifications of the Figueras, which 
command the eastern pass of the 
Pyrenees, are also said to be taken ; 
and the garrison to the amount of 
fiOQ, cut off by the Spaniards. — The 
French are still in possession of the 
citadel at Barcelona, but the Spa- 
niards were preparing to besiege it. 
•"-All. the transports in the bay (the 
letters add)are to sail to-day to bring 
down the. Spanish garrisons from 
Majorca and Minorca to Cadiz, to 
join the grand army under General 
Castanos, near Seville, 

Great exertions appear to be ma- 
king by Bonaparte to send* troops 
to Spain. The army under General 
Augereau has been ordered to march 
thither in detached parties from Ger- 
many ; the Polish army also under 
Prince Poniatowsky has received the 
.*ame route; as has likewise the di- 
vision of Dayowst, which was in- 
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tended to march to India ; the troop# 
in Pomerania, and wherever else they 
can possibly be spared. In the mean 
time, however, a disposition to re- 
volt strongly manifested in Italy hat 
compelled him to send part of hi# 
troops to that country, which he 
had intended for Spain. In order to 
counteract the effect of his proceed- 
ceedings with respect to the Pops# 
he has, it is said, consented that hit 
holiness shall remain in the Vatican 
as bishop of Rome, with a revenue 
of 3,000,000 florins. 

Extract of a Letter from an Officer am 
board his Majesty's ship Magnificent^ 
dated Cadiz , June 14. 

I have the happiness to acquaint you, 
that the French ships, consisting of five 
sail of the line and one frigate, surren- 
dered to the Spaniards after an obsti- 
nate, engagement of two days ; and I am 
sorry to say that we were merely spec- 
tators of this business, in consequence 
of their not permitting us to take an 
active part, from the circumstance of 
their conceiving it would be a degrada- 
tion of our sharing in the first blow that 
they were determined to strike against 
the common epemy, and more especially 
from the conduct of the then governor^ 
whom they suspected of being in the 
Freuch interest, which exasperated the 
multitude to such a height, that in their 
rage they poignarded him; for after the 
ships had been taken possession of, they 
discovered that he had clandestinely 
conveyed on board of the different ves- 
sels nearly all the arms and ammunition, 
and powder belonging to the garrison, 
with eight millions of dollars ; and 
owing to this having been made known 
to the inhabitants, the Spanish officers 
are actually afraid to land the prisoners, 
fearful that they should be all massacred 
by the Patriots. — -They are all very fine 
ships, and we are very *sorry that we 
could not get hold of them, after so 
much trouble and fatigue.— We have 
landed between 3 and 4000 men within 
the distance of 20 miles pf Cadiz, with 
orders to intercept, if possible, a French 
army destined for that quarter. — This 
is good news for Qld England, as it will 
be the means of opening a market for 
the sale of our manufactured commodi- 
ties. — Many of the French officers art 
married to ladies of the most respectable 
families in Cadiz.' 
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Dutch Papers to the 14th instant* 
and Germ an to the 28th ult. have 
been received. The courts of Vien- 
na and St. Petersburgh appear to 
meditate an attempt to restrain Bo* 
nap&rte’s usurpations, and to induce 
bira to revoke his late orders re- 
specting the Pope. They have each 
sent ministers to Paris, to remon- 
strate against the seizure of the ec- 
clesiastical states. 

The military exertions of Austria 
are of a nature that indicate the a- 
larm and jealousy which the con- 
duct of Bonaparte has excited in 
her councils. The measures which 
she now has in execution are two- 
fold : — the one for organizing a na- 
tional levy en masse , by calling out 
the entire male population of the 
country, capable of bearing arms ; 
and the other for establishing, by 
ballot, an army of reserve of 52 
battalions, or 59*800 men, to be 
exercised at given periods, and to 
recruit the regulars. 

The French ambassador, Andre- 
o»y, had remonstrated on the sub- 
ject of this armament, Shd delivered 
a letter, written by Napoleon, from 
Bayonne, in which the latter decla- 
red his surprise and regret that Aus- 
tria should engage in so extensive a 
system of preparation, at a period, 
too, when the situation of the conti- 
nent neither called for nor justified 
such armament. — The Austrian Em- 
peror answered, that a period of ge- 
neral tranquillity was alone the time 
for arrangements, the sole object of 
which was to secure the continuance 
of peace. 

Russia, by virtue of her treaty 
with the Turks* has taken definitive 
possession of Wallachia, Moldavia, 
and Bessarabia. — The Russian mi- 
nister at Vienna, Prince Kurakin, 
atceived intelligence to this effect on 
the 15th of June, and immediately 
pfiter held conferences with Count 
Stadion and General Andreossy, in 
consequence of which a body of 
Austrian troops, on their march tq 


the frontiers* 6f Bosnia* had beefi 
countermanded. — Lieut. General 
Kuschinikow has been appointed go- 
vernor of Wallachia, and two other 
Generals have been entrusted with 
the governments of Moldavia and 
Bessarabia. Gawrill, the late Me- 
tropolitan of Kiow, has been *p* 
pointed head of the church in the 
ceded provinces. 

It is the misfortune df this country 
to agree as little with its friends as 
with its eneraies.-^-It is well known 
that we had prepared a force of 
15,000 effective men for the Baltic,, 
and much was expected from this 
co-operation to the caupe of Sweden, 
nor was it least in our though tt that 
our army had nothing to fear but 
from its ally. — Odd, however, as il 
may seem, such is the fact ; Sir John 
Moore narrowly escaped captivity in 
the very city be was sent to assist ; 
and our expedition has come back 
without any other laurel than that 
of having rescued its commander in 
chief from a dungeon in Stockholm. 

The cause of disagreement between 
the commander of our expedition 
and the King, of Sweden, is thus 
stated in the ministerial prints :-r. 
His Majesty having demanded from 
General Moore the uucontrouled 
command of the British trpops, in 
order to employ th£m in a manner 
which the general conceived tobecoaV 
trary to the instructions he had re- 
ceived ; the latter refused cum pH ^ 
ance, alledged that he had been ap-> 
pointed commander in chief by hi* 
sovereign, the King of England, and 
of course, could not resign it tQ auy 
Other person on earth. Qn this the 
King of Sweden informed the general 
that powers had been, vested in him 
by the British government auperio? 
to those held by the general* Sir 
John then said,— “ if your Majesty 
will condescend to produce those or- 
ders to me, they shall be punctually 
obeyed/' This so enraged his Ma- 
jesty that he ordered him to be 
placed under arrest ; hut the general 
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Escaped in the following manner : — hours after the battle, and they made 
Jrihnson, the messenger, was at Stock- no attempt to pursue the patriots to 
hohn, and had a cart In Waiting a Bencvento, where General Cuesta 
short distancefrom the city, to which Continued at the date of Sir Thomas 
Gen. Moore found meahs of access Dyer's letter, receiving reinforce- 
in the dress of a private gentleman—* inehts, which would speedily enable 
and by this cohveyance he arrived at him to court another meeting with 
Gottenbilrgh at five o'clock in theaf- his adversary, and with every pros- 
ternoon of Wednesday the 29 th. of pect of a different result. Jt must, 
June, after an astonishing short jour- however, be admitted, that in the 
ney of 46 hours. He first visited plainsof Lfeonand Castile, theenemy, 
his apartments at Gottenburgh for whilst they maintain a superiority in 
the purpose of ascertaining that his cavalry and horse artillery, fight 
papers had safely been carried on with great advantage against raw 
board the Victory ; which having asr- troops, inadequately equipped.— 
Certained, he proceeded along side The loss, in killed and wounded is 
that ship, disguised as he had tia- not mentioned. It was reported 
Veiled from Stockholm. that the French General Lasolle* 

Advices are received from Sir T. was killed, as his horse was said to 
Dvter, dated Benevento, July 1 6 , have been found without a rider* 
Which state, that a battle took place Such are the leading particulars of 
between the French and Spanish this battle, upon the accuracy of 
armies, commanded by Generals which the public may rely. 

Lasoles and Cuesta, on the I4fh, at proclamation. 

Rio Seco, near Valladolid, which Badajos, June 27* — The following 
lasted from eight till half past twelve* notice was received at nine o'clock 
The French force consisted of 10,000 at night from his Excellency the 
infantry, 2000 cavalry, and artillery. General of the Province, 
and a large proportion of cannon ; * Soria, June I S. 

that of the patriots amounted to It appears that the divine blessing 
14,000 infantry, With only 800 again attends us and the general- 
cavalry, 26 pieces of cannon, and issimo. Our Lady of Pilar has given 
•a bod} of peasantry. The ardour us a new proof of her favour and pro* 
.*nd impetuosity of the new levies in tection. After the French had fallen 
the patriot army were not to be re- in the battles of Tudela, Mallen, 
strained, and consequently they (ell Gaul, and Arragon, in which places 
in upon the French, and, in the first they appeared to the number of 5 
onset droVe the enemy back, captur- or §000, an army of 12,000 French 
ing four pieces of cannon, w hich had orders to enter Saragossa on the 
'they spiked. The country, however, day of Corpus Christi, and the corn- 
being open, and the French being mand was, that the town should be 
greatly superior in cavalry and artil- penetrated, although only one sol- 
lery, the brave patriots were unable dier remained to descend from the 
to maintain the advantage they had ramparts. By the. miraculous inter - 
gained. They however retreated in ference of the Holy Virgin , a battle 
good order to Benevento, under was fought by the patriots against 
cover of the Spanish regiment of these troops, at the distance of only 
Carabineers, leaving behind them gun-shot from Saragossa. All the 
13 pieces of cannon ; but the French French were put to the sword, not 
had suffered so desperately in the a single man remained to tell the 
action, that they were not in aeon- dismal narrative to his countrymen', 
dition to enter Rio Seco till four The Arragonese fought like furies, 

and as they approached the enemy, 

u 
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they threw away their muskets and 
rushed upon the plain regardless of 
life. Four hundred horses which 
remained, and 27 baggage waggons 
were taken after this victory. Our 
loss, it is supposed, has been great; 
but without considerable sacrifices 
* no such triumphs can be acquired ; 
conquest however will amply repay 
us the losses we sustain. 

This is communicated to the pub- 
lic, for its satisfaction, by order of 
the junta. A. Berger, Sec. 

By order of the su/reme junta of 
government, this is published, 

J. B. Pardo, Sec. 

Seville , June 2 9* 

The Portuguese schooner Ange- 
lica, Captain De Costa, is arrived 
at Falmouth, with dispatches for 
the Portuguese ambassador, from 
the provisional government of Opor- 
to, and also two Portuguese depu- 
ties. The Angelica left Oporto on 
the 11th inst. The dispatches brought 
by her announce the arrival of Col. 
Brown, at Oporto, after a passage 
of five days from England. His 
mission was partly to make a ten- 
der of British assistance, of which 
the Portuguese immediately availed 
themselves. — They have requested 
arms, ammunition, and money. 
There is scarcely a man in the North 
of Portugal who has not made a 
voluntary tender of his services to 
march against the French. Those 
who are possessed of arms have uIt 
ready been incorporated with the 
regulars, and have marched against 
the enemy. 

The French General Loisoivwho, 
according to the last accounts, had 
advanced to Armazante, had re- 
treated to Mizaofrio, about six lea- 
gues from Armazante, where he had 
entrenched himself, blit was soon 
surrounded by the patriotic band, 
who cut off all his resources. In 
this state he requested permission to 
te allowed time to draw up terms, 
upon which he would consent to 
capitulate. His request was com- 


plied with ; and tn a few hours ha 
sent in a flag of truce, assuring the 
leaders of the patriots that he would 
surrender his army to any general 
officer of the Portuguese army ; he 
did this to save the effusion of blood; 
being acquainted with the determi- 
nation of the Portuguese people to 
shew no quarter. 

This task was consigned by the 
patriots to General Bernardine Friere,* 
who is now at the head of the Por- 
tuguese army in the North of Por- 
tugal, and who had proceeded to. 
Mizaofrio, to receive the capitu- 
lation of Loison. In this army La- 
bo rde has a command ; he is the 
person who wqs at the head of the 
detachment directed to put to death 
the tew persons in Lisbon, who had 
been taken up for having betrayed a 
disposition to revolt against the doc- 
trines of the French on their first 
entrance into Lisbon. The patriots, 
it is said, had protested against the 
life of Laborde. Bernardine Friere 
is a General of most distinguished 
merit ; he served under General 
Forbes at Rossilon : on the entry of 
the French he resigned his commis- 
sion in the Portuguese army, and 
refused to serve in that of France. 
All th6 French at Algarve have been 
put to death by the patriots. At 
Sardao, a body of Portuguese march- 
ed eleven leagues in one day, in very 
hot weather, and through the worst 
of roads, to attack 900 Frenchmen; 
they fell in with them, end put nearly 
the whole to death. 

By the extraordinary Gazette of 
Saragossa of the 3d instant, it ap- 
pears the preceding accounts of vic- 
tories signed by M. Palafox (one of 
which we have given to our readers) 
is unfounded. The town was se- 
verely bombarded, but the French 
were finally repulsed. There are 
various reports of other battless»but 
they do not appear sufficiently au- 
thentic to merit the attention of our 
readers. 

The letters by the Gottenburgk 
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mail corroborate the important fact Adair, who when on board the Bit- 
mentioned in the Hamburgh letter tern, and finding the dispatches of 
in our last, of the French Ambassa- importance, sent home his secretary, 
dor. General Andreossi having quit- with the Turkish ambassador* for 
led Vienna in disgust, and of the fresh instructions. The Bittern land- 
probability ef a speedy rupture be- «d at Vigo, and was informed there 
tween Austria and France, Some that 1S00 French had been killed in 
accounts say, that Andreossi took different engagements with the Sjia- 
the route of Paris, while others as- niards. The report also was, that 
sert, that he proceeded direct for the French Admiral Rossilly, at 
Bayonne. It is added, that advices Cadiz, was mortally wounded by 
had been received in Sweden, of the the fire of the Spanish batteries, and 
Russians being in the utmost state bf that he had since died of his wounds. 


activity on the side of Poland, and 
that a, very large army was assembling 
in that direction. The Swedes ap- 
pear to have abandoned the invasion 
of Norway. On the side of Finland, 
they are said to have suffered con- 
siderable loss near Wasa. There was 
a report at Yarmouth on Sunday, 
of an action having been fought be- 
tween the Swedish and Russian flo- 
tillas, on the 8th inst. in which 
several of the latter were captured ; 
hut we find by the mail, that so late 
a$ the 10th, both fleets continued 
inactive. 

His Majesty’s ship Revenge is 
arrived at Portsmouth from Cadiz, 
having on board the Spanish Admi- 
ral, and three other Spanish officers, 
ai commissioners from the provi- 
sional government at Seville to this 
country. In consequence of orders 
previously received, the Revenge 
was exempted from quarantine ; arid 
on the landing of the strangers, they 
were received with the most marked 


demonstrations of joy by the inhabi- 
tants of Portsmouth. 

$he Bittern sloop of war, which 
lat%'ftr*ived at Plymouth, brought 
hfe excellency Sidkig Effendi, as 
T&feMt ambasador from Constanti- 


jfej- When his excellency put off 
* c iM'sMp *° land, he was saluted 
juatapieen guns. His dispatches 
ip^ib be of the greatest impor- 
supposed to relate to 
Turkey and this 
felglll* 1 The Bittern spoke the 
* Carrying out Mr. 


BETTER FROM MR. JEFFERSON. 

To the Delegates of the Democratic Re- 
publicans of the City of Philadelphia, 
J a General Committee assembled. 

The epoch, fellow citizens, into which 
our lot 1ms fallen, has indeed been 
fruitful of events, which require vigi- 
lance, and embarrass deliberation. 
Thar, during such a period of difficulty, 
and amidst the perils surrounding us, 
the public measures which have been 
pursued should meet your approbation,, 
is a source of great satisfaction. 

It was not expected, in this age, that 
nations, so honourably distinguished by 
their advances in science and civiliza- 
tion, would suddenly cast away the 
esteem they had merited from the world, 
and, revolting from the empire of mo- 
rality, assume a character in history,, 
which all the tears of thei.r posterity 
will never wash from its pages. But, k 
during this delirium of the warring 
powers, the ocean having become a 
field of lawless violence, a suspension 
of our navigation, for a time, was 
equally necessary to avoid contest, or 
enter it with advantage. This measure 
will indeed produce some temporary in- 
convenience, but promises lasting good, 
by promoting among ourselves the es- 
tablishment of manufactures hitherto 
sought abroad, at the risk of collisions 
no longer regulated by laws of reason 
or morality. 

It is to be lamented that any of our. 
citizens, not thinking with the mass of 
the nation as to the principles of our 
government, or of its administration, 
and seeing all its proceedings with a 
prejudiced eye, should so misconceive 
And misrepresent our situation as to 
encourage aggression from foreign na- 
tions. Our expectation is, that their 
distempered views will be understood 
by others, as they are by ourselves. 
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But- should war be the tjonsequence of 
these delusions, apd the errors of our 
dissatisfied citizens find atonement only, 
in the blood of their sounder brethren, 
We must meet it as an evil necessarily 
flowing from that liberty of speaking. 
8*u d writing which guards our other 
liberties ; and I have entire confidence* 
in the assurances that your ardour will 
bje animated, in the conflicts brought 


Op, by, considerations of the necessity, 
honour, and justice of our cause. 

I sincerely thank you, fellow citizens* 
for the concern you so kindly expires* 
for my future happideis. It is a high 
and abundant reward for endeavours to 
be useful ; and I supplicate the care of 
Providence over the well being of your* 
selves and our beloved country. 

May 25. T. Jz Pf easojn 
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. Mr. Duff has left London for 
IJortsmouth, from whence be will 
immediately sail in a frigate already 
appointed for his reception, for Ca- 
*Jiz. From thence he is to proceed 
to Seville, as minister to thesupreme 
junta. The frigate which conveys 
Mr. Duff to Spain, lakes out one 
million of dollars for the use of the 
Spanish patriots, which are to be 
placed at the disposal of the supreme 
junta of Seville. 

One hundred and fifty-one trans- 
ports from the Baltic, under General 
Moore, were last week victualled 
nt Portsmouth in 48 hours, the 
Humber of troops on board were 
19,000. They are expected to sail 
immediately. 

The British regiments on board 
the transports at Spithead are the 
4th, 28tb, 52d, 79th, 92d, three 
companies of the 95th regiment, and 
a proportion of artillery ; with seve-^ 
ral battalions of the King's German 
legi >n, amounting in the whole to 
13,000 men.-^-They are. to bejoined 
by 5,000 more, who have embarked 
at Ramsgate. Lieut.-General Sir 
Hew Dalrymple (commander of the 
forces at Gibraltar) is to have the 
chief command; Sir Harry Burrard, 
to be second,; and Sir John Moore, 
third in command. 

Several regiments of volunteers, 
have offered to extend their services* 
to any part of Spain. The 1st bri- 
gade of guards, now at Deal, which 
lately returned from Sicily,, have 


likewise petitioned to be sent to a$\ 
sist the Spaniards, and in conse- 
quence, the order for the 2d brigade 
of guards to be in readiness for im- 
mediate embarkation, has been coun- 
termanded. Transports are prepar- 
ing for the recepiion of this distin- 
qaished corps, and it is expected i| 
w ill be embarked in time to sail with 
the troop$ now collecting at Ports^ 
piouth. 

Shipments pf ammunition and 
scores of every description, continue 
to be made for the supply of the Spa- 
nish and Portuguese patriots. The 
quantity of gunpowder under orders 
to be sent offconsists of nol less than 
10,000 barrels of 1 cwt. each. 

OnVVedncfdaythe 20th. 2 waggons, 
loaded \yilh dollars, were taken from 
the bank to proceed to Portsmouth, 

COUBT OF king’s BENCH, June $5. 

THE KING V IIART and WHITE. 

This was a second information filed' 
by the Attorney -General against the 
defendants, fora libel upon Lord RUea* 
borough. s , 

SirT’icary Gibbs opened the case at 
considerable length.— The libel for 
which he prosecuted was contained in 
The Independent Whig, published, da 
two successive Sundays in January; last* 
-^The gist of the lihellous matter wa^ 
contained in a most foul imp u tut ion 
against Lord Ellenborough, upon the ; 
circumstance of his charge to a jury, at 
the trial of Boyce venu* Bayley,' in tfce 
King's Bench. 

From the several letters which w«e 
published in The Independent Whig: 
upon this trial, Sir Vicary,, Gibh$ ex- 
tracted the libellous^ matter wh^h \t*j|, 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



l&OjEU] Pomatio Intelligence^ 61 


was imputed to -his. lordship ; inferring 
that the tendency of these libels was to 
pull down the lord chief justice from his 
seat, — to blast not only his judicial but 
his mpral character; to institute a pa- 
rallel between his lordship and judge 
Jefferys, and, in the person of my Lord 
ElJenborough, to bring into contempt 
as far as the authors were able, the 
" hole administration of justice in the 
kingdom, criminal as well as civil. 

The Attorney General then read to 
the jury the libellpus matter which was 
put upon the record. — In one part Lord 
Ellenborough is accused with a strung 
bias to arbitrary power/, and that his 
disposition this way was so evident, that 
one might suppose that zqe lived in the 
reign of James the Second , instead of in 
that of George the Third ”- — The writer 
then proceeded to talk of Scroggs and 
Jeffery s, and as far as lip could openly 
do it, institutes a parallel between Lord 
Ellenborough and those judges who had 
disgraced the bench. 

After reading to the jury much of 
the same sprt of piatter, he concluded 
an able sppech with anticipating a ver- 
dict for the crown. 

The printing and publication of the 
papers in question being proved upon 
the defendants 

Mr. Clifford, for the defendants, de- 
livered a most animated, eloquent, and 
learned speech. — -r-He traced the his- 
tory of libels almost from the dawn of 
our constitution : he investigated the 
characters of the different judges, and 
analysed the motive and legality of 
the various prosecutions upon similar 
charges. — He endeavoured principally 
to shew, that it would have been more 
magnanimous in my Lord Ellenbo- 
tough’s advisers, for whom he professed 
fhe highest respect, to have wrapped 
themselves up in the conscious dignity 
of his innocence, than to haye begged 
that character from the verdict of a jury, 
which the world was always ready to 
give him. 

He maintained that there would be 
no end of prosecutions, if the intem- 
perate language of every periodical wri- 
ter was to pass the fiery ordeal of such 
an Aristarchus as an Attorney-general; 
that Locke, Burke, Junius f and the im- 
mortal Chathain, would, under such a 
feign of literary terrorism, as was now 
attempted to be established, have been 
totally eclipsed, and pushed out of the 
^jniipbfrre of science and liberal dis- 


mission. Ho added, that where the ge- 
neral motive of a man’s writing appear*- 
ed to be virtuous and honest, where his 
sentiments flowed from a genuine love 
pf liberty, and indignant hatred of abase 
i— - that, in cases of this sort, it was no* 
becoupng, and meanly captious, to take 
down the statute book, and criticise 
such a man's writings, in order to pu- 
nish a little excess and intemperance of 
language, which, in the warmth of feel- 
ing, was not easily guarded against; 

Ho stated: likewise, that the defeo-t 
dants were generally speaking, ignorant 
and innocent men ; that they knew not, 
in these letters winch they published, 
that they were exposing themselves to 
the animadversion of g court of justice. 
They admitted them into their columns 
as matter of fair discussion ; they meant 
well in the publication, and what was 
written against Lord Ellenborough, how- 
ever intemperate it might be, yet, as it 
was intended rather a9 a premonition 
and au expostulation, than as a libel, it 
would have been wiser to overlook it; 
and that the jury would, perhaps, bel- 
ter satisfy themselves and the public, 
and, perhaps, even the feelings of the 
noble lord himself; by a verdict of Ac- 
quittal, 

. “ At least (said Mr. Clifford) this is 
not the time, gentlemen, to abridge the 
liberty of the press; and if ihe verdict 
which you deliver this day he against 
the defendants, I shall then suspect that 
it is intended to stab it to the hoart. 
God forbid ! but times are ominous^ 
and those who have not the inspiration 
to predict, may at least forebode. 

“ Upon the rupture of the peace of 
Amiens we : may all remember, it was 
urged as one of the popular motives for 
war, that Bonaparte was desirous to 
abridge the liberties ofthe British press; 
that he complained, that not a vessel 
came over to France which did not con- 
tain a cargo of libels against him and 
his government : that these libels must 
be extinguished, or it was impossible to 
maintain any terms of amity with the 
English nation. 

“ Our government replied to him* 
that the liberty of the press was not 
theirs to concede— that it was essential 
to the English constitution — that they 
could not admit into discussion any pro- 
posed restraint upon it, for that it made 
as free with them as it could possibly 
do with France. 
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“ This, Gentlemen, was a noble an* 
•wer. It was a motive of resistance 
•lone well worthy of a war. Let us 
pot then crush or abridge, by the ver- 
dict of a court of justice, what wc have 
refused to the sword of the enemy: 
Let us preserve this palladium, though 
ihe temple burn around os, and let us 
lodge it in its proper sanctuary, and 
commit it to its best defenders, the 
jury and the jary-box.” 

After much other matter, in which 
Mr. Clifford endeavoured to explain 
•way the malignity of the imputed libels, 
he concluded with a most pathetic ad- 
dress to the feeling* of the court. He 
•poke nearly four hours. 

The Attorney-General made a short 
reply. 

Mr. Justice Grose, in a brief sum- 
ming up, pronounced the letters sub- 
mitted to the court to be the mast fla- 
grant libel he ever remembered to have 
read. 

The jury, after a few minutes confe- 
rence, returned a verdict of guilty 
•gainst the defendants. 

The trial lasted eight hours. The 
court was crowded in every part. 

On the 29th. a motion was made in 
the court of King’s Bench by Mr. Hoi- 
royd, and argued by Mr. Clifford, for a 
new trial in the case of Hart and White, 
on account of the informality of evi- 
dence as to the publication of the paper, 
which was however refused; and on Sa- 
turday July 2d. Mr. White, editor, and 
Mr. Hart, printer, of the Whig news- 
paper, appeared in the court ot -King’s 
Bench, to receive sentence for the pub- 
lication of the two libels, of which they 
had been found guilty, on Judge IjG 
Blanc and Lord Ellen borough. Mr. 
/liolroyd and Mr. Clifford addressed 
the court in extenuation of punishment, 
for Mr. White, on account of ill health, 
(who it appeared from the affidavits of 
two eminent medical men, ran great 
risk of his life by a long confinement) 
and as not being himself the author of 
the obnoxious libels, which were writ- 
ten by Mr. Gale Jones, and Wm. Au- 
gustus Miles, Esq. and for Hart as be- 
ing merely the printer, and by no means 
accessary to any intentional offence. 
Judge Grose passed sentence as follows: 
— That the defendants be imprisoned 
three years, White in Dorchester, and 
Hart in Gloucester jail ; and that at 
at the expiration of that time, they give 
security for their good behaviour for 


five years, each in 600U and sureties 
in 250/. each. Mr. White and Mr, 
Hart were conveyed to their respective 
prisons on the following Thursday. 

On the 4th. inst. the Attorney-Gene- 
ral moved the judgment of the court of 
King’s Bench on the editors and prin- 
ters of seven of the London newspapers 
for a paragraph reflecting on the con- 
duct of the jury who acquitted the Cap- 
tain of the slave ship referred to in the 
case of White. As they had suffered 
judgment to go by default, the court 
after an admonition, fined them 25/. 
each, and dismissed them. 

An inquisition was held on the 20th. 
before the Under Sheriff of Middlesex, 
and a special jury, to assess damages in 
this case, the defendant. Sir A. Paget, 
having allowed judgment to go against 
him by default. Mr. Parke, for the 
plaintiff, stated that the case was ag- 
gravated by the way in which Sir A. P. 
made his visits at the plaintiff's house 
being uniformly in his absence. He was 
also in the habit of meeting Lady B. in 
the mornings in Kensington Gardens, 
where she went to give her child an 
airing, on which occasions the lady and 
gentleman uniformly walked one way, 
and the nurse and children the contra- 
ry.— To prove the happy state in which 
Lord and Lady B. lived together, Lord 
Amherst, the Hon. G. Villiers, Sir W. 
Elford, Dr. Vaughan, the Rev. Mr. 
Hade, &c. were examined. The ser- 
vants also proved the constant visits of 
the defendant in the plaintiff’s absence,' 
and their meetings in Kensington Gar- 
dens. Mr. Garrow, for the defendant, 
argued, that this was far from being an 
aggravated case, as there was no breach 
of the rights of hospitality, nor bad a 
single witness traced the defendant 
once to the plaintiff’s table. The cala- 
mity, he was satisfied, was attributable 
solely to the fashion of the present day, 
which led the husband one way and the 
wife another. He contended that no 
criminality had taken place till the lady 
was questioned by her husband, when, 
feeling that he did not possess her un- 
divided affections, she was unable to 
look him in the face, and had, in conse- 
quence, thrown herself into the arms, 
of the defendant, who would have de- 
served the most vindictive damages to f 
be imposed on him could he, a gallant 
soldier, have acted otherwise than h« 
had done ! On the whole, he said, it 
was apparent, that this was a oast of 
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m fortune rather than of guilt ! ! Af- 
ter a suitable charge from Mr. Burchall 
the under sheriff, the jury gave a ver- 
dict — Damages 10,000/. 

On Friday the 15ih. about nine in 
the evening, there was a storm, near 
Glastonbury, in Somersetshire, in its ap- 
pearance and consequences exceeding 
any thing that has, for a long series of 
years, been known to this country. The 
thunder and lightning were tremendous; 
and the shower of hail, which formed h 
part of this tremendous phenomenon, 
was of a nature that would scarcely 
justify belief, if we had not a perfect 
confidence in the, gentleman who com- 
municated the account. The storm ap- 
peared to have spent its chief fury be- 
tween Piper’s Inn, on the road from 
Wells to Bridgewater, and the village 
of Ashgate. Here the corn was laid 
flat; tfie roads were inundated; the 
apple-trees, which abound in that coun- 
try, were stripped not only of their 
fruit, but of their very leaves ; and al- 
most every pane of glass in the latter 
village was broken. The large hail- 
stones, which were of an irregular form, 
measured six inches in circumference; 
and the lesser ones, or rather balls of 
ice, were about half that size. The 
inhabitants were so much alarmed at 
this extraordinary visitation, that they 
trembled for their lives ; and few of 
them, to use their own expression, ex- 
pected to behold the return of day. 

Accounts from different parts of the 
country, communicate numerous dis- 
tressing consequences of ttye late extra- 
ordinary heat of the weather. A man, 
at Corby, Lincolnshire, on Wednesday 
ae'nnight, while hoeing thistles, was so 
overcome by the heat that he died in 
the field. — A woman employed in ma- 
king hay in a field adjoining the town 
Of Huntingdon, complained of beiug ill 
from' the heat, and died before she 
could get home.-— A woman at Belles- 
in Leicestershire, on Wednesday, 
died of the excessive Jkeat. — Two hay- 
makers, who bad been working in afield 
ttaar Hampstead, were found dead ; 
end three persona, belonging to the 
■•me place, are suffering so severely 
from the same cause, as to render their 
recovery doubtful. — The horses in Mr. 
Patterson's carriage, going to Cromer, 
■topped on the road, unable to proceed, 
end on unharnessing them; one fell life- 
less. Many horses have died in the dif- 
ftrtQt mail and other coaches# 


Intelligence . $1 

Mr. Coke's annual sheep shearing at 
Holkhard was numerously attended.—* 
Mr. F. Smith exhibited various beauti- 
ful specimens of ladies’ Merino dresses, 
scarfs, shawls, stockings, coatings, cas- 
simeres, and stocking knit; most of 
which were manufactured from Mr. 
Coke’s Wool, by himself and Mr. PauL 
A pair of the worsted stockings were of 
so delicate a fabric, that the two stock- 
ings passed at the same time through a 
lady's ring. A manufacturer had or- 
dered a dozen pair at the price of 13 
guineas per dozen.— Before the com- 
pany separated, Mr. Coke strongly re- 
commended the granting of leases. 

Those who are fond of fanciful pro- 
phecies and astrological predictions, 
may find some amusement in the fol- 
lowing curious document respecting the 
downfall of Bonaparte! 

A Divine of no less eccentricity than 
erudition, and a great admirer of Flem- 
ing's commentaries on the Revelations, 
says, that the downfall of Bonaparte is 
nigh at hand, grounding his assertion 
on particular texts in the 13th chapter 
of the book of Revelation : — The beast 
rising out of the sea (Corsica), with siren 
heads and ten korns t and upon his tea 
horns ten crowns — is Bonaparte. This 
beast was to have reigned forty and lw # 
months , — As Emperor of France, Bona- 
parte has nearly reigned this exact num- 
ber of months. The Dragon ( i . e. the 
Devil ) gave him his power and great 
authority ; and he caused all, both 
.small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a mark in their 
hand — i. e. Bonaparte has caused all 
persons to submit to his tyranny. — 
The beast's number was six hundred 
three score and six , which exactly cor- 
responds with the numerical calculation 
of all the letters in Bonaparte’s name, 
reckoning the letters according to the 
number affixed to each before the intro- 
duction of figures. — N — 40, A — 1, P — 
60, 0— 50, L — 20, E— 5, A— 1, N— 40, 
(the letters of his Christian name;) 
B— 2, U— 110, O — 50, N— 40, A~l, 
P— -60, A— 1, It — 80, T— 100, E — 5, 
being the letters in his surname, amount- 
ing altogether to 666, the identical num- 
ber of the beast — t. e. Bonaparte. This 
divine adds, that without the smallest 
doubt, as the truth of Revelation can 
never be questioned, so it follows that 
the Spanish Patriots are destined to put 
an end to the reign of this beast — 
(Bonaparte.) ! I ! 
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STATE PAPERS. 

THE pope of ROME* him from agreeing to the federation, 

■i and they equally hinder him from 

Answer of his Eminence Cardinal G a- consenting to the offensive and de- 
brieli, first secretary of state , to fensive league, which differs hut in 
the note of his Excellency M. Cham - name ; its nature, however, does not 
pagny, addressed to M. l,e Ferre, except any prince, to whom the 
charge d'affaires from the Emperor pope, according to the nature of tfic 
of Fiance, April ip, 1808. times, might not become an enemy. 

After your excellency had made His holiness feels, moreover, that 
known to the Holy Father, that it this article, far from improving, de- 
was the decided wish of l\is Majesty tracts from his situation, ln thear- 
the Emperor and King, that'he should tides presented toCardinal de Bayan, 
enter into an offensive and defensive the federation was proposed as alone 
league with the other powers of Ita- against heretics and ^the English, 
ly, as had been declared by M. But this is couched in general terms, 
Ctmmppgny to the Cardinal CapFara, pointing out no people as an enemy, 
by note of the 3d. current, the dis- yet excluding no government, no 
patch of the said cardinal has been nation, from the contingency of bc- 
received, which brought the original coming one. If, then, his holiness 
note of the above minister. declined, from conscientious mo- 

The holy father, after having at- tives, to be a party to that federal 
tentlvely read and considered the tion, so he is equally withheld from 
said document, has ordered Cardi- this league. The holy father would 
nal Gabnelli, first secretary of state, not merely bind himself to a defence, 
to make known to your excellency, but to an aggression. Then would 
his holiness's sentiments on its con- be seen the minister of the God of 
tents; beginning with that which Peace placing himself in a slate of 
forms the cardinal point among all perpetual warfare ; then would be 
the others. His holiness has seen seen their common father in arms 
with pain, that even the final propo- against his children, and the head of 
sition therein contained, of the of- the church exposing himself, by his 
fensive and defensive league,, should own act, to a deprivation of liisspl- 
be accompanied with the threat of ritual connection with the catholics 
depriving him of his temporal dbmi- x of those powers against which the 
iiions, in case of his non-compliance, league would make it imperative on 
If worldly considerations had at all him to act hostilely. How theacan 
influenced the conduct of the holy his holiness shake off his power and 
father, he would from the first, have natural character, and sacrifice, as 
yielded to the wish of his Majesty, must be the consequence, thegnte- 
and not have exposed himself to sul- rest of religion ? 
fcr so many calamities ; but the holy His holiness, unl&e other Princes, 
father is regulated alone by the con- is invested With a two-fold character, * 
lideration due to his duty and his namely, of Sovereign pontiff, and of 
conscience; both have prevented temporal sovereign, and has given 
* vox, iv. ' ' t 
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repeated evidence that he cannot, by 
virtue of this second qualification, 
enter up engagements which would 
lead to results militating against his 
first and most important office, and 
injuring the religion of which he is 
the head, the propagator, and the 
avenger. His holiness, therefore, 
cannoj enter into any offensive and 
defensive league, which would, by a 
permanent and progressive system, 
drag him into hostility against all 
those powers upon which his Majes- 
ty may think proper to make war ; 
since the Italian states, now depen- 
dent upon his Majesty, ean never 
avoid taking part of such wars. His 
holiness would consequently be o- 
bliged td become a party in them by 
virtue of this league. Such an en- 
gagement must begin to be acted 
upon by the pope from this moment, 
and against any catholic Prince; 
thus waging war against him with- 
out a motive. Further, it must be 
waged against all those powers, whe- 
ther catholic or not, who may, upon 
whatever grounds, be the enemies of 
any Italian Prince. 

Thus is the head of the church, 
accustomed as he is to rule his es- 
tates in peace, driven in a moment to 
a state of warfare, offensive against 
hostile powers, and defensive of the 
others. This engagement is too re- 
pugnant to the sacred duties of his 
holiness, and too injurious to the in- 
terests of religion, to be entered in- 
to by the head of that religion. His 
holiness feels that it would be a de- 
reliction of truth to enter into the 
league; he would annouce by such 
a resolution, his refusal of any ac- 
commodation, any peace with the 
Emperor, and would even declare 
hostilities against him. How could 
it ever be supposed, that his holiness 
should be capable of declaring war 
against any po# r cr? He has long 
been enduring the most hostile treat- 
ment, and is therefore prepared to 
endure thetbreateued loss of hfe tem- 
poral dominions. 


Heaven is witness of the purityof 
his fiolinesses intentions, and the 
world will judge if it was possible to 
have conceived so extraordinary a 
scheme. Ardently desiring to com- 
promise, and to be in peace with bis 
Majesty, he manifested, in his note 
of the 28th. of January last, his com- 
pliance, as far as it was possible to 
comply ; his Majesty, however, does 
not practice all those condescensions 
which he might practice towards the 
holy see: he persists inflexibly in 
demanding what bis holiness neither 
can nor will accede to, in binding 
him to a war, and to a perpetual and 
aggressive war, under the pretence 
of securing the tranquillity of Italy* 
What can Italy have to fear, if his 
holiness should not enter into the 
proposed league? 

Surrounded as the papal domi- 
nions are by those of his Majesty, 
no rational fear could be entertained 
but of the ports; yet his holiness 
having offered to shut them during 
the present war against the enemies 
of France, and to guard the coast, he 
thus proposed to contribute as fares 
was in his power, without betraying 
his sacred duties, to the security and 
tranquility of Italy. If in spite of 
all tliis, his Majesty shall take pos- 
session, as he has threatened, of the 
papal dominions, respected by all, 
even the most powerful monarchy, 
during a space of ten centuries and 
upwards, and shall overturn the go- 
vernment, his holiness will be unable 
to preve nt this spoliation, and can 
only, in bitter affliction of heart, la- 
ment the evil which his Majesty will 
commit in the sight of God; trusting 
in whose protection, his holiness will 
remain in perfect tranquility, enjoy- 
ing the consciousness of not having , 
brought on this disaster by impru- 
dence or by obstinacy, but to pre- 
serve the independence'of that sove- 1 
reignty which he ought to transmit 
uninjured to his successors, as he re- 
ceived it ; and to maintain, in it* in- 
tegrity, that conduct which may se* 
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cure the universal concurrence of 
all Princes, so necessary to the wel- 
fare of religion. For'this fidelity to 
his sacred duties, his holiness will 
receive consolation from the words 
of bis divine master, “ Blessed are 
they who are persecuted for righ- 
teousness sake/' 

With respect to the article relating 
to the dismissal of the cardinals, his 
holiness, in the complaints alledged, 
had no need of examining the prin- 
ciple of their allegiance. Presuming 
on that freedom which the rights of 
nations allow to every man, to live 
under that sky which is most conge- 
nial to him ; presuming on that new 
allegiance acquired by the domicile 
of many years, his holiness remarks, 
that primitive allegiance ^annot a- 
vail against the sacred obligations 
undertaken by the cardinals in the 
.church of God, the oaths they take 
on receiving the purple, and their 
ejninent offied of councillors to the 
sovereign pontiff in his spiritual con- 
cerns : and that, therefore, they can- 
not be torn from his bosom. 

With regard to the cessation of 
the functions of the legate, and to 
his departure, his holiness could 
hardly {mve expected that they 
would have been attributed to the 
motives assigned in M.Champagny's , 
note. His holiness will repeat them 
once more. After having tried every 
method to recal his Majesty to his 
previous sentiments towards the pa- 
pal see, and to concert the desired 
mp&ration of so many religious inno- 
vations; after having endured for 
such a length of time, with unsub- 
dued patience, and with unalterable 
meekness, so many outrages and in- 
sults; after having seen how fruit- 
less were all the remonstrances urged 
against the hostile proceedings of 
the' French; after having peaceably 
borne the humiliation of imprison- 
ment ; and seeing these insults, these 
Contempts, these violations, increase 
With every hour, his holiness found 
•it necessary, though with the deep- 


est regret, to determine on the re- 
cal of bis legate, in order to over- 
throw at least, in the face of the 
world, the false and scandalous opi- 
nion, that whatever might occur, 
even the most flagrant wrongs, would 
receive his tacit consent. 

In this very recal, the precise pe- 
riod of which could not have been 
anticipated by his holiness, he pro- 
fessed along with those affectionate 
regards which he entertained for his 
Majesty, that could he but consent 
to the demand of the evacuation of 
Rome, and be satisfied with those 
concessions which are compatible 
with the duties of his holiness, the 
legate might continue in conformity 
with his instructions, to exercise his 
functions. But his Majesty proved 
inflexible, and instead of receding a 
single step, preferred the disconti- 
nuance of the legation, and the de- „ 
parture of the pontifical representa- 
tive. ‘ 

It is not, therefore, his holiness, 
who by this hypothetical recal of his 
legate, has declared war against the 
Emperor ; it is the Emperor who 
chuses to declare war against bis ho- 
liness ; and not content with decla- 
ring it against his temporal sovereign- 
ty, he threatens to raise in his spi- 
ritual, a wall of division between the 
catholics of France and thesovereign 
pontiff, in the assurance, according 
to M. Champagny’s note, that the 
cardinal legate, having given tip his 
functions, the Gallican church re- 
sumes ils doctrine in all its integrity. ' 

His holiness has too good an opi- 
nion of the illustrious clergy of 
France, to doubt that the Gallican 
church, however jealous of its pre- 
rogatives, is yet so attached to the 
chair of St. Peter, that it will main- 
tain itself unshaken in its true prin- 
ciples, without asserting rights which 
it does not and cannot possess; nor 
become schismatic, by separating it- ' 
self from the catholic unity. 

It is not then — the repetition is 
important — it is not his .holiness who 
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seeks the rupture. A pacific Prince, 
notwithstanding he was obliged to 
witness the spoliation, in defiance 
of all right, of his states of Bene- 
vento and Ponte Corvo ; notwith- 
standing his enormous expence of 
maintaining French troops; notwith- 
standing the usurpation of his capi- 
tal, the usurpation of almost all his 
sovereign rights ; notwithstanding 
the violent dismissal of so many spi- 
ritual persons, composing his holy 
senate ; and notwithstanding all the 
other acts, by which his dignity has 
been degraded, all that his holiness, 
did, was to command his people, 
when the French army entered 
Rome, to shew it respect ; all that 
his holiness did was to receive it in 
the most hospitable manner, and 
implore of his Majesty, in the mean 
time, relief from so many aggra- 
vated evils; and all that his holiness 
now does in this extremity is, to 
mourn between the vestibule and the 
^ltar, in invoking the pity of heaven 
upon his people, and that by a re- 
turn to better counsels, the most 
potent Emperor Napoleon will not 
suffer the inheritance of the Roman 
see, given by Providence to the head 
of the catholic church in full enjoy- 
ment, to be lost and rooted out. 

Thus has his holiness made war ! 
Thus has be conducted himself to 
the present hour towards his Ma- 
jesty, however distressing and un- 
fortunate has been the result. Still 
his holiness will cherish the hope 
that his Majesty, rejecting the coun- 
sels of the enemies of the holy see, 
who have had recourse to every, art 
to change his disposition, will revert 
to their former friendly correspon- 
dence, and satisfied with .the con- 
cessions made in the note of 28th 
January.' If, by the hidden purpo- 
ses of the Most High, this should 
not take place, and his Majesty, 
regardless of his own glory, and deaf 
to the calls of justice, should put 
his threats in execution, and take 
possession of the states oi the church 
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by right of conquest, Overturning 
the government in consequence, his 
holiness will be unable to remedy 
such fatal occurrences ; but he so- 
lemnly declares, that the first will 
not be a conquest, as his' holiness is 
in peace with all the world, but will 
be an usurpation more violent than 
history can furnish ; and the second 
will not be the result of conquest, 
but of that usurpation. He de- 
clares, at the same time, that it will 
not be the work pf political genius 
and illumination, but an awful visi- 
tation -of that God from whom all 
Sovereignty is derived, and’ especi- 
ally that given to the bead of the 
church. 

Bowing, in that event, with pro- 
found adoration to the decrees of 
heaven, his holiness will find conso- 
lation in reflecting, that the Creator 
and Redeemer willed these thinjgs, 
and that all concurs to accomplish 
his purposes when his appointed tiro? 
arrives. * . 

This is the answer which the un* 
dei signed is commanded by his holi- 
ness to give to the noteof M. Charo- 
pagny, and ta communicate to your 
excellency. 

Gabrielli, Cardinal. 


SPAIN, 


Proclamation of the Supreme Junta at 
' Seville. 

Seville could not resist the im- 
pulse of her heroic royalty, of which 
she has set the example in all ages. 
The King, to whom we all swore 
allegiance with emotions of joy, un- 
precedented in history, has been 
decoyed from us. The fundamental 
laws of our Monarchy are trampled 
under foot ; our property, our cus- 
toms, pur wives — all which the 
nation holds biost dear, is threatened 
with imminent danger. ' Our holy 
religion, our only hope,* is doomed 
to perdition, or will be reduced to 
mere external appearances, without 
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support and without protection. 
And all this is done by a foreign 
power, not by dint of arms, but by 
deceit and treachery, by taking ad- 
vantage of our good nature, and by 
converting the very persons who call 
themselves the heads of our govern- 
ment, into instruments of those atro- 
cious acts ; persons, who either 
from the baseness of their sentiments, 
from shameful fear, or perhaps from 
other motives, which time or justice 
will unfold, hesitate not to sacrifice 
their country. It therefore became 
tiecesbary to break the shackles, 
which prevented the Spanish from 
displaying that generous ardour 
which in all ages ha* covered them 
with glory ; that noble courage, 
with which they have always de- 
fended the honour of the nation, 
their laws, their Monarchs, and 
th$ir teligion. 

The people of Seville joined accor- 
dingly the 27tb May; and, through 
the medium of all their magistrates, of 
all their constituted authorities, per- 
fectly united, and of the most re- 
spectable individuals of every rank 
and description. This supreme 
council of government was formed, 
invested with all necessary powers, 
and charged to defend the country, 
the religion, the laws, and the King. 
We accept the heroic trust ; we 
swear to discharge it, and reckon 
on the strength and energy of the 
whole nation. We have again pro- 
claimed Don Ferdinand VII. 
our King, again we swore allegiance 
to him, swore to die in his defence, 
— and this was the signal of happi- 
ness and union, and will prove so 
to all Spain. 

A council of government had 
scarce been formed, when it violated 
the most sacred laws of the realm. 
A president appointed without any 
authority whatever, and who, had 
he had any lawful title, hastened 
to forfeit it. In addition to his 
h«ing a foreigner, which was a legal 
•hjection to bis promotion, he acted 


with the utmost duplicity, and co- 
operated for the destruction of the 
very Monarchy, from whom he re- 
ceived his, appointment, and of the 
laws, which alone, could sanction 
his authority Under these circum- 
stances we could not restrain our 
loyalty, and much less could we' 
violate the sacred engagements, which 
we had before contracted, as Spa- 
niards, as subjects, as Christians, 
as freemen, independent of all fo- 
reign authority and power. / 

Nor could the aulhoVity of the 
first tribunal of the nation, the 
council of Castile, check or con- 
troul our exertions. The weakness 
of that council became obvious from 
the wavering and contradictory pro- 
ceedingsit adopted. The most mo- 
mentous and most critical situation 
in which the nation ever hath been 
placed, and in which the council 
should have displayed that heroic 
firmness, with which numberless 
motives and its own honour com- 
pelled it to act. The order tamely 
to submit to, and circulate and obey 
the act of abdication in favour of a 
foreign Prince, was the consumma- 
tion of its weakness, perhaps of its 
infamy, for that act was evidently 
void and illegal from want of author 
rityin him who made it, because the 
Monarchy was not his own , nor was 
Spain composed of animals subject to 
the absolute controul of their rulers ; 
his accession to the throne was 
founded on his Royal descent, ac- 
cording to his own confession, and 
on the fundamental laws of the realm, 
which invariably regulate the here- 
ditary succession, and with regard 
to, which the council is not invested 
with any other power, than the 
sacred duty to enforce their obser- 
vance. It is void on account of the 
state of violence and oppression in 
which it was made, and which is 
far more evident than the abdica- 
tion itself; it void, because the 
published act of abdication of King 
Ferdinand VII. and of his uncle 
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and brother, was made in the same 
state of violence and compulsion, 
as is expressly declared, in the very 
act of abdication ; it is void, be- 
cause many Royal personages, pos- 
sessed of the right to claim the 
crown, have not relinquished that 
claim, but preserve it entire. Add 
to this the horrid treachery which 
has been employed to sacrifice and 
degrade the Spanish nation. It is 
to our alliance, and our sacrifice 
„that the French are indebted for 
what they call their triumphs : 
France withdrew our gallant troops 
from their native land, and sent 
theip to the most distant countries ; 
she made them fight for her inte- 
rests, without having any occasion 
for them, for the obvious purpose 
of weakening us, and despoiling us 
of our strength. Her armies after- 
wards entered Spain, under conti- 
nual professions and of an anxious 
desire to promote our prosperity, and 
under the pretext of co-operating in 
expeditions against an enemy, of 
whom no farther mention is made. 
The people, by a generous effort, 
prevented the departure of their 
King, a measure which the French 
should have hailed with shouts of 
joy; but far from so doing, they 
kept a profound silence with regard 
to that departure, and what is still 
more, converted it into a motive to 
oppress us. — France affected to per- 
ceive divisions in the nation which 
•did not exist; the Spanish nation 
having never been more united in 
the love and defence of its King. 
The latter was decoyed into the 
French territory by deceitful insi- 
nuations and professions; with a 
degree of generosity, of which per- 
haps there does not exist a precedent; 
the King with implicit reliance on 
on those vain professions, threw 
himself into the arms of the French, 
who with the basest treachery un- 
precedented in the annals of civilized 
nations, made him their prisoner, 
treated him in a manner the most 


disrespectful, and forced him to the 
deeds of horror, which all Europe 
has witnessed with astonishment, 
and every Spaniard with indignation 
and the 'most poignant grief. In a 
manner equally deceitful they invited 
the royal parents to their countiy, 
and compelled them to unjust and 
illegal acts; acts which must hand 
down their memory to the latest 
posterity branded with disgrace; 
they also dragged away tfye rest of 
the Royal personages, to whom their 
tender age would have proved an 
inviolable shield, even among the 
most barbarous nations. 

The French rujer summoned the 
Spanish nation before him ; be chose 
such deputies as best suited his pur- 
pose; in a despotic manner of elec- 
tion of other deputies, appointed to 
deliberate in a foreign country on 
the most sacred interest of the nation, 
while be publicly declared a private 
and respectful letter, written to him 
by Ferdinand the Seventh, at the 
time when he was Prince of Astu- 
rias, a criminal performance, inju- 
rious to the rights of Sovereignty, 
although the same foreigner, who 
now affects to consider it as an of- 
fence, perhaps induced him to write 
it. * It is indeed a heinous offence, it 
is rebellion, when an independent na- 
tion submits to the controul of a fo- 
reign Prince , and discusses in his 
presence and under his decision , its 
most sacred rights and public welfare! 
and neither Seville, nor any Spa- 
niard, will lower himself to a de- 
gree of disloyalty and meanness, 
which could induce him to a rebel- 
lion so atrocious, that even slaves 
would scorn to disgrace themselves 
by deeds of infamy like this. 

He has resorted to many other 
indecorous means to deceive us. 
tie has distributed seditious libels 
to corrupt the public opinion, in 
which under the strongest profes- 
sions of respect for the laws, and 
for religion, he insults both, leaves 
no means untried, however infamous 
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they may be, to bend our necks 
under an iron yoke,' and make us 
his slaves. He carries his audacity 
and deceit the length of assuring the 
public, in one of his libellous pub* 
locations, that the Supreme Pontiff 
and Vicar of Jesus Christ, approves 
and sanctions his proceedings, while 
it is notorious, that in sight of all 
£urope he has despoiled him of his 
dominions, and forced him to dis- 
miss his cardinals, in order to pre- 
vent him from directing and govern- 
ing the whole church, in the man- 
ner sanctioned by our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Spaniards, every consideration 
calls on us to unite and frustrate 
views so atrocious. No revolution 
exists in Spain ; nor did we declare 
war against any power ; our sole ob- 
ject is to defend what we hold most 
sacred, against him, who under the 
cloak of alliance and friendship, in- 
tended to wrest it from us, and who, 
we have reason to fear, will despoil 
us, without fighting, of our laws, 
our Monarchs and our religion. 
Let us, therefore, sacrifice every 
thing to a cause so just, and if we 
are to lose our all, let us lost it 
fighting, and as brave men. 

Join us, therefore, all 5 the peo- 
ple are ready' to take up arms ; let 
us commit to the wisest among us 
in all the provinces of Spain, the 
important trust to preserve the pub- 
lic opinion, and refute those insolent 
libels replete with the most atrocious 
falsehoods. Let every one combat 
in his way ; and let even the church 
of Spain incessantly implore the 
assistance of the God of Hosts, whose 
protection is secured to u$ by the 
evident justice of our cause. 

And what do you fear ? There 
is not in Spain the number of the 
enemy's troops whifh they proclaim 
in order/ to intimidate us. Those 
*ho occupy part of our country are 
composed of different nations, drag- 
ged into service, and who anxiously 
desire to break their chains. The 
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positions they have taken are exactly, 
those in which they can be conquered 
and defeated in the easiest manner. 
They are besides weak and dismayed, \ 
because the consciousness of guilt 
makes a coward of the bravest man. 

All Europe will applaud our ef- 
forts, and hasten to our assistance. 
Italy, Germany, and the whole 
North, which suffer under the des-. 
potism of the French nation, will 
eagerly avail themselves of the fa- 
vourable opportunity held out to 
them by Spain, to shake off their 
yoke and recover their liberty, their 
laws, their Monarchs, and all they 
have been robbed of by that nation. 
France herself will hasten to erase 
the stain of infamy which must Cover 
the tools and instruments of deeds 
most treacherous and heinous. She 
will not shed her blood in so vile a 
cause. She has already suffered too 
much under the idle pretext of a 
peace and happiness, which never 
came, and can never be attained 
but under the empire of reason, 
peace, religion, and laws, and in a 
state, where the rights of other na- 
tions are respected and observed. 

Spaniards, your native country, 
your property, your laws, your 
liberty, your Kings, your religion, 
nay your hopes in a better world, 
which that religion can alone devise 
to you and your decendants are at 
stake, exposed to great and immi- 1 
nent danger. 

By command of the Supreme 
Council of Government, 

J. B. Esteller, Sec. 

J. Pardo, Sec. 

Seville , June 2. 1808. 

Address to the People of Cadiz* 

The commotion more or less vio- 
lent, which has taken place in the 
whole peninsula of Spain, has been 
of eminent service to rouse us from 
the state of lethargy in which we in^ 
dulged, and to make us acquainted 
with our rights, our glory and the 
inviolable duty which we owe ,to 
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out holy religion and our monarch. 
We wanted some electric stroke to 
rouse us from our paralytic state of 
inactivity ; we stood in need of a 
hurricane, to clear the atmosphere 
of the insalubrious vapours with 
which it was loaded. Fortunately 
the only antidote wh^ch could save 
us has proved efficacious. It is, 
however, necessary to know that if 
the use of heroic remedies be conti- 
nued, after the good effect which was 
expected from them has been ob- 
tained, they destroy, annihilate, and 
kill ; that excessive efforts bring on 
indirect debility, which is worse than 
direct weakness, because the very 
principle of strength is emaciated. 
Hence it is, that although the po- 
pular ferment which has pervaded 
all the provinces has been of 'consi- 
derable use, yet, if not checked, it 
will produce a state of putrefaction, 
or, in other words, prove extremely 
destructive. It is necessary t6 re- 
turn to order, and to have Confidence 
in the magistrates, who from their 
knowledge, studies, and experience, 
^re able to deliberate, combine, and 
determine as circumstances shall di- 
rect. Without the most intimate 
knowledge, ilve wisest are liable to 
err, and how can a mob possibly 
steer clear of errors, which is most- 
ly guided by the cries of women and 
boys. 

But not restricting inyself to this 
city, I really believe, that all these ob- 
servations are perfectly useless, be- 
cause the inhabitants of this city are 
more enlightened than any other, on 
accountpf their trade and intercourse 
with other nations. There are but 
few ideots in this city, who are 
merely guided as it were, by instinct; 
2nd much smaller is the. number of 
those, who, from vicious habits, can 
only exist in confusion and disorder. 
These few have been joined by others 
of the neighbouring districts, who 
neither' enlist for the honourable and 
glorious service in which we are en- 
gaged, nor apply themselves to reap 


the plentiful crops with which Pro- 
vidence has been pleased to bless us. 
These are the .men who have not 
looked out for any other employ; 
ment, than that of disturbing the 
peace and tranquillity of this place* 
and of preventing the rest of the in- 
habitants, nay, the magistrates, from 
performing their duty. They are 
well known ; and unless they amend 
their conduct, and all foreigners 
withdraw to their different habita- 
tions, they will certainly be.punish- 
ed. Well-disposed persons will be 
obliged to take up arms ; they who 
are not able to bear arms, will be „ 
employed for other purposes; and 
boys neglected by their parents* and 
women who raise the hue and cry, 
shall be punished. The troops, the 
whole town, the sword of justice, 
and, above all, God himself, who 
avepges the crimes of those who mis- 
use his mercies, authorise and sup- 
port me. 1 make this, known, that 
no person may plead ignorance, how- 
ever disposed 1 shall always feel to 
follow the dictates of humanity and 
mercy. It will never be my wish to 
punish,* but 1 shall, at all times, he 
happy to correct. 

Thomas de Morla. 

Cadiz , June 15. 

Address to the People of Seville , 

.. Spaniards , 

The most artful' usurper of the 
throng of France, imagined that our 
loyalty and ardour had sunk in apa- 
thy ; but experience is about te 
shew him how great an error he 
commits, in taking for a cowardly 
inactivity the promising offspring of 
the noble sentiments which are our 
characteristics. 

The moment in w^ich the most 
vile of tyrants throws away the mask 
is that for which we most anxiouly 
waited, to prove to him that we are 
as intrepid, in the etertial enmity hi* 
perfidy has aroused, as we were pa- 
tient in suffering the most conde- 
scending and fatal alliance. 
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From the tomb of our holy King 
Ferdinand the first standard was un- 
furled, which leads us to break the 
chains by which the Ferdinand we 
now shout for is disgracefully bound, 
and under which be groans. 

“ Oh prodigy ! at this heavenly 
call, let those passions disappear, 
/which in such a crisis, fatality places 
as a barrier to courage and bravery. 
Let patriotism which glows in our 
bosoms foment them, and unite us 
in the best of causes. God, who is 
always for the just, is our best gua- 
rantee, that the unheard-of conflict 
will be decided in our favour. 


Bayonne , June <17 - — On this day 
the Spanish junta met at noon, at 
the usual place of sitting. 

The report of the precedingsitting 
having been read and approved, the 
president then announced that in 
consequence of a previous resolu- 
tion, the members of the junta had 
given in their observations on the 
project of the constitution, which 
had been for some days submitted to 
their judgment and meditation. The 
president said, every member was at 
free liberty to give his opinion, and 
to vote in the manner which was 
found the most convenient in such 
numerous assemblies, namely, by sit- 
ting or standing. To come more 
easily to these conclusions, he ac- 
acquainted them, that all the obser- 
vations fit to be submitted to the 
junta, were reduced to the simple 
-form of question and and answer. 

After this preface the deliberations 
began, article by article, and conti- 
nued tilj six in the evening. 

The meeting was then adjourned 
to the next day. 

THE NEW CONSTITUTION 
was then delivered to the junta.— 
The following is a copy. 

TITLE i. 

Art. L The catholic-apostolic and 
Rpman religion i$ the predominant and 
. sole religion of Spain. and its dominions; 
none other shall oe tolerated. 

n. 

2. Prince Joseph Napoleon, King of 
K 


Naples and Sicily, is Kitig of Spain and 
the Indies. 

3. The crown of Spain and the Indies 
shall be hereditary in the male issue 
lawfully begotten of the body of the said 
Prince, according to seniority of birth, 
to the perpetual exclusion of females. 

In default of such issue male, lawful* 
ly begotten of the Prince Joseph Napo- 
leon, the crown of Spain shall descend 
to us and our heirs male, and legal suc- 
cessors, either of our body or by adop- 
tion. 

In default of such our male descen- 
dants and lawful successors, to descend 
to the issue male and lawful descen- 
dants of Prince Louis Napoleon, Kiug 
of Holland. 

And in default of such male descen- 
dants and lawful successors of Prince 
Louis Napoleon, to the issue and lawful 
successors of Prince Jerome Napoleon, 
King of Westphalia. 

And in default of these, to the first 
born son, before the death of the lust 
King of the eldest daughter of those who 
have male issue, and to his male de- 
scendants, and lawful successors; and 
in case the last king shall not have no- 
minated that one of his daughters who 
has male issur, then to him whom he 
shall appoint by his will, either among 
his relations, ok- among those whom he 
shall deem most worthy to rule over 
Spam. This nomination shall be deliver- 
ed to the Cortes for their acceptance. 

4. The crown of Spain shall never be 
fixed upou the same head with any other 
crown. 

5. In all the edicts and laws, the ti- 
tle of the King of Spain shall be 

D. N\ by the grace of God r and the 

Constitution of the state, King of Spain 
and the Indies. 

6. The King, on his accession to the 
throne, or on his attaining his majority, 
shall take an oath to theSpauisb people 
on the gospsl* in tlte presence of the 
cortes, the senate, the council of state, 
the council of Castile, the archbishops 
and bishops. 

7. The form of the King’s oath is:— 

“ I swear, on the holy evangelists, to 

reverence, and cause to be reverenced, 
our holy religion ; to maintain the in- 
violability of the Spanish territory ; t <> 
reverence, and puis* 10 bo reverenced, 
the liberty of the ptftiAtH: And to govern 
alone for the welfare* Happiness, and 
glory of the Spanish ithttion. 

HI. ijf the Crjbkffiment, 

8* The minority of the King shall last 
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tiUttehas attained his' 13th. year. Du- 
ring his minority there shall be if regent 
Of the kingdom 

9. The regent must be at Iea9t 25 
jrcarrs old. 

* 10. The regent shall be nominated by 
the preceding King, among the infantos 
fcho have attained the age mentioned 
in the preceding article. 

11. In default of nomination by the 
preceding King, the regency belongs to 
the prince- the farthest removed from 
the throne, according to the law of suc- 
cession, and who has attained the age 
6f 25 years. 

12* In case the prince farthest re- 
moved from thecrown shall lie in a state 
of minority, the regency belongs to the 
next prince, who shall continue to ex- 
ercise his functions till the King shall 
have attained his majority. 

13. ‘ The regent is not personally an- 
swerable for the acts of his administra- 
tion. 

14. All acts of the regency paw in the 
rt aide of the minor King. 

15. The yearly revenue of the regent 
•hall be one fourth of the income of 
the crown. 

16. In case the preceding King shall 
Kaye nominated no regent, and all the 
princes shall be minors, then the go- 
vernment shall he carried on by the mi- 
nisters who form the council of govern- 
ment. 

17. All state affairs shall be deter- 
mined by a majority of votes in the 
council of government. 

13. The regency has no right to the 
personal custody of the King, during his 
minority. 

19. The care of the King during his 
minority is vested in his mother, and in ’ 
default of her, in the prince appointed^ 
thereto by the demised sovereign. 

20. The board of guardianship, com- 
posed of the ministers, shall principally 
be ebafged with superintending the edu- 
cation of the vburrg King; and the same 
shall be consulted in every matter of 
importance, /dative to his' person or 
OStablishment. 

IV. Property of the Croton . 

• 21; The palaces oHMadrid, the Escu- 
ilaf, St. Ildefmrso, Armijuez, D’EI Par- 
do, and all the others now forming part 
of 1 i hd property of Ihecrowb, together 
With thd* phi k?, woods*, domains, and 
estates, of what’kind Soever, const i^pte 
the property of the crovVn, Tjic reve- 
QUes accruing from* ‘die* said property 


shall be paid into ’the. treasury of the 
crown ; and should they fall below the 
yearly sum of a million of hard piastres, 
an addition of hereditary property shall 
be made, so as to make good the reve- 
nue to the amount stated. 

22. The public treasury shall annual* 
ly pay over to that of the crown a sum 
of two millions in hard piastres. 

23. The King’s son, on attaining the 
age of twelve years, shall receive the 
following annual revenues in the name 
of subsistence money, viz.; — the heir 
apparent, 200,000 piastres; each infafi- 
to, 100,000 piastres; and each infanta, 
50,000 piastres. 

24. The dowry of the Queen is fixed 
at 400 000' piastres, and shall be paid 
out of the treasury of the crown. 

V. Of the Officers of the Royal 
Household . 

25. The chief and grand officers of 
the royal household are six in number 
— a grand almoner, grand chamberlain, 
grand cup-bcarer, grand master of tbe 
horse, grand huntsman, and graud mas* 
ter of the ceremonies. 

26. The noblemen of the chamber, 
the stewards, chaplains, and equerries, 
are officers of the royal household. 

VI. 

27. There shall be nine ministerial 
departments, viz. of police, religion, fo- 
reign affiiirs, domains, war, marine, the 
Indies, and general police. 

23. A secretary^ f state, in the cha- 
racter of minister, shall sign all acts of 
government. 

^29. The King may commit several 
ministerial functions to one minister. 

30. There is no other precedence 
among the ministers than what results 
from their priority of nomination in 
point of time. 

31. The ministers, each in his own 
department, are responsible for the ex- 
ecution of the laws, and of his Majesty** 
orders. 

VII. Of the Senate . 

32. The senate is composed, 1. Of 
the infants of Spain, being Iffyears of 
age. 2. Of twenty-four individuals, 
special.ly appointed by the King from 
among the ministers, captain-generals, 
ambassadors, 'counsellors of state, and 
members of the council of Castile. 

S3. The existing counsellors of state 
are members of the senate. No new 
nomination shall take place until they 
are reduced below twenty*four, &s re* 
gulated .by the preceding article* 
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84. Tbe-ppe*iderft df the senate** 

appointed by tbe King. Ho is clio§en 
oat of the Beu&te, and bis functions last 
for one year. . ; 

85. The senate meets by the com* 
mand of the King,* or on the application! 
of the junta, or one of its officers for 
internal affairs. 

36. In the case of an nrn*ed insurrec- 
tion, or apprehensions concerning the 
safety of the state, the senate may, on 
tho proposition of the King, suspend 
the operation of the constitutional act 
in a particular district, and for a time 
to be limited. 

. [The remaining articles of this title, 
and those ol the 8ch. title, relative to 
the council of state, contain little that 
is of general interest. The King pre- 
sides in the council, which is to consist 
of not less than 30, nor more than 60 
members, divided into six sections, viz. 
those of justice, religion, internal affairs, 
police, finance, war, the mariue, and 
the Indies.] 

‘TITLE IX. 

57. The Cortes or Juntas of the nation 
are composed of 150 members, divided 
into three estates or orders, viz. those 
of the clergy, nobility, and people. 

58. The "order of the clergy shall 
consist of 25 archbishops or bishops. 

59. The order of the nobility shall 
consist of 25 nobles, who shall have the 
title of grandees of the cortes. 

60. The order of the people shall 
consist of 40 deputies from the pro- 
vinces, 30 from the principal cities, 15 
from the merchants, and 15 from the 
universities, to consist of the most ce- 
lebrated for their attainments in the 
arts and sciences. 

61. The archbishops or bishops, con- 
stituting the order of the clergy, shall 
be raised to the rank of members of the 
Cortes, by a writ, sealed with the great 
seal of the state. They cannot be di- 
vested of their functions, but by virtue 
of the sentence of a competent court, 
pronounced in due form. 

62. The nobles must possess an an- 
nual income ot at least 200,000 hard 
piastres, and have performed great ser- 
vices in the civil or military depart- 
ments, to qualify them for being eleva- 
ted to the grandees of the- Cortes. They 
•hall be raised to the rank by a writ 
stamped with the great seal of the state. 
They cannot be divested of their func- 
tions but by the sentence of a compe- 
tent court, pronounced in due form. 


63, The deputies from the proVirioe* 
shall be nominated by the same, in tha 
proportion of] *t leasts 1 to 300,000 in- 
habitants ; for this purpose the provin* 
ces shall be divided into sc* rpai*y' elec- 
tive districts as .shall be necessary to 
furnish the population giving ft right to 
the election or a deputy. . r 

[The articles from 64 to 70 inotnsive^ 
contain the forms to be observed in 
electing the doputiesof the people,' the 
commercial bodies, and the tmiuersit 
ties.] 

71. The conies shall assemble upon 
the summons of the King. They cannot 
be adjourned, prorogued, or dissolved-, 
but by his orders. They shall meet 
once, at least, in three years. 

71. The president of the cortes shall 
bo appointed by the King, but shall be 
chosen out of three candidates to be 
nominated by the corte9 by ballot, and 
an absolute majority of votes, 

73 and 74. On the opening of such 
session, the cortes shall nominate three 
candidates for the presidentship, two 
vice-presidents, two secretaries, and 
three committees, each to consist of 
five members, viz. a committee of jus- 
tice, of internal affairs, nod of finance. 

75. The sitting of the cortes shall not 
he public. — Their votes ahall be takea 
by ballot. 

76 Neither the opinions nor votes 
shall be printed or published. Any act 
of publication, -in print or in writing, 
by the assembly of the cortes, or the 
individual members thereof, shall be 
regarded as an act of insurrection. » 

77. The alterations to be made in the 
civil or criminal code, or in the system 
of finance, shall he laid before the 
cortes for their decision thereupon, by 
the orators of the council of state. 

80. Should the cortes conceive them- 
selves to have just grounds of complaint 
as to the conduct of any of the minia- 

• ters, a petition containing their alleged 
grievances and suggestions, shall be 
carried by a deputation to the foot of 
the throne. The King shall appoint a 
commission, consisting of six council- 
lors of state and six councillors of Cas- 
tile, to examine into tfie said petition. 

81, The decrees of the King, issued 
in pursuance of the decision of the 
cortes, shall be introduced with the for- 
mula ‘ upon consulting the cortes/ 

X . — Of the Spanish Colonies in America 
and Asia . 

* 82 . The Spanish colonies in America 
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•nd Asia shall enjoy die same privileges 
as the mother country. 

83. Each kingdom and province shall 
always have deputies at the seat of go- 
vernment, charged to watch over their 
particular interests, and to serve as their 
representatives in the Cortes. 

84. These deputies are SO in number, 
via. two from New Spain, two from 
Peru, two from the new kingdom of 
Grenada, two from Buenos Ayres, two 
from the Philippine islands, one from 
the island of Cuba, one from Porto Ri- 
co, one from the province of Venezue- 
la, one from Chareas, one from Quito, 
one from Chili, one from Guatimala, 
one from Guadalaxara, one from the 
interior western provinces ofNew Spain, 
and one from the eastern provinces. 

86. The said deputies shall exercise 
tbeir functions during the period of 
eight years ; and if, upon the lapse of 
the same, their successors shall not 
have yet arrived, they shall retain their 
functions until their actual arrival. 

XI . — Of the Administration of Justice, 

87* Spain shall be governed by one 
and the same code of civil laws. 

88. The administration of justice is 
independent. 

89. Justice shall be dispensed, in the 
name of the King, by judges and courts 
of justice, to be appointed by his Ma- 
jesty. All courts claiming particular 
privileges, and all the exclusive juris- 
dictions of any orders or seigniories 
whatever, are abolished. 

[ The remaining articles tender this head 
contain nothing of interest,] 

XII . — Of the Administration of the 
Finances, 

102. The royal vales are irrevocably 
declared a national debt. 

103. The tolls in the interior, be- 
tween district and district, and province 
and province, are abolished, and will be 
transferred to the frontiers and coasts. 

104. There shall be an uniform system 
of taxation for the whole kingdom. 

105. All existing privileges conferred 
upon corporations or individuals are a- 
bolished. An indemnification shall be 
made for the loss of those privileges 
which were acquired by a pecuniary 
consideration. 

106. The nomination of all officers 
belongs to the King, or the authorities 
whom he empowers, according to the 
laws and regulations. 

X 1 1 1 . — General Regulat ions, 

107. There shall be permanent alli- 


ance by sea and land, offensive and de- 
fensive, between France and Spain.— 
The contingent to be furnished by each 
of the respective powers, in case of a 
continental or maritime war, shall be 
regulated by a separate treaty. 

108. Foreigners who have performed, 
or may hereafter perform, great servi- 
ces to the state ; who may prove useful 
from their taleots, inventions, or zeal 
and activity ; who may form great esta- 
blishments, or purchase landed estates, 
paying a tax of 50 hard piastres — are 
admissible to the rights of natural izution 
in Spain. The King confers this indul- 
gence through his ministers for internal 
affairs, upon consulting his council of 
stare. 

109. The residence of every inhabi- 
tant of the Spanish territory is an invio- 
lable sanctuary. It cau only be entered 
in the day lime, and for a purpose 
commanded by law, or in executiou of 
au order signed by the ppblic magistracy. 

110. No person domiciliated in the 
Spanish territory can be arrested, ex- 
cept in the actual commission of a crime, 
or by virtue of a lawful warrant in wri- 
ting. 

111. Tn order to the execution of a 
warrant of arrest, it is necessary— 1. 
That the reason of the arrest shall be 
formally set forth therein, and that it 
shall state the law enjoining the same. 
2. That it shall be granted by aa au- 
thority formally empowered by law to 
grant it. 3. That its contents shall be 
communicated, and a copy thereof gi- 
ven to the person to whom it applies. 

112. No jailor or prison keeper can 
receive or hold any one in custody, 
without entering in his register a copy 
of the warrant of commitment, indict- 
ment, or sentence ; or, in a word every 
order whatsoever in virtue of which 1)0 
holds the person in custody. 

113. Evory jailor or prison keepor 
shall be compelled, and no order what* 
soever shall be considered as an impfe* 
dimen t, to bring his prisoner, as oftcq 
as lie shall be required to do so, beforf 
the magistrate charged with the affair^ 
of the police. 

114. The relatives and friends of the 
prisoner shall n6t be prevented from ' 
entering the prison, upon their produ- 
cing an order from tins magistrate. A' 
specific order from the judge to the' 
jailor can alone justify the*detairting of 
a prisoner in close custody. 

115. Persons not authorised by Hah 1 * 
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to issue warrants of commitment, who 
shall give orders for arresting, or cause 
to be arrested, any person whatsoever, 
as well as those who, in cases of legal 
arrest, shall detain the prisoner in any 
place not known as a legal jail ; and all 
jailors, contravening the three preceding 
articles, are guilty of the crime of arbi- 
trary imprisonment. 

116. The present constitutional sta- 
tute shall successively, and according 
to the importance ot the respective ar- 
ticles, be carried into execution by roy- 
al decrees or edicts, so that the whole 
shall be in operation before die 1st Ja- 
nuary, 1813. 

117. The freedom of the press shall 
be regulated two years after the consti- 
tutional statute shall have been iu ope- 
ration. The cortes shall pass a law 
respecting the freedom of the press. 

June 22. — In the sitting of the 
18th, the President of the Junta de- 
livered the following speech : — 

“ Gentlemen — The King wishes that 
oot a moment should be lost by him in 
making ins people enjoy that happiness 
which is the constant object of his vows 
and solicitude. Being animated by 
these sentiments of beneficence, his 
Majesty has signified to me that he 
wished to relieve his subjects from the 
burthen of that kipd of contribution, 
which is more particularly hurtful to 
agriculture, which discourages the hus- 
bandman, and which augments the price 
of articles of the first necessity. I have 
pointed out to his Majesty, as produ- 
cing these baneful effects, the tempora- 
ry tax of four raarvedis per quart of 
wine, and that of three per cent, upon 
all the produce which is subject to the 
tythes. 1 have, at the same time, re- 
presented to him that it would be grant- 
mga great benefit to his subjects to 
deliver diem from so heavy a burthen, 
which is attended with this conseqnence, 
that die farmers, despairing of any a- 
meliorarion in their situation, root up 
the vines from those lands which are 
destined by nature for their cultivation. 
His Majesty has vouchsafed to listen 
to my proposal ; but not wishing to ha- 
lard reforms without filature reflection, 
end desirous of receiving every informa- 
tion from all those who are sincerely 
Climated for die public welfare, he 
has ordered ine to submit this object 
It the deliberation of thf junta, in or- 


der to make to him afterwards a sepa- 
rate report upon it. I hope that the* 
junta will be eager to second his Ma*. 
jetty's wishes, and that the Spaniards 
will judge by this first benefit what they 
may expect from the prosperity of the 
kingdom, both from the mtenrions of dim 
monarch and the labours of the junta; 

The junta, after having heard this 
speech with die most lively satisfaction, 
unanimously decreed that they would 
inform his Majesty that die tax upon 
wine is ruinous to agriculture, and that 
that of 3 per cents upon the fruits pro- 
duces a mere trifle, and is vexatious in 
collecting, so that the abolition of these 
two taxes would be a great benefit ; 
that, finally, a deputation of four mem- 
bers should be chosen from among them, 
to lav at the foot of the throne the ex- 
pression of the wishes and the gratitude 
of the junta. In the name ot the de- 
putation, the Duke del Infontado gave 
an account, in the sitting of d»e 20th, 
of the gracious reception he had met 
with from his Majesty. Tlie King a- 
gaiu assured them that he had no other 
view than to promote the happiness of 
Spain, and that they might depend up- 
on the suppression of the taxes which 
attach to agriculture. 

July 4.— His Catholic Majesty has 
made the following appointments: — 

MINISTERS. 

Their excellencies Don Louis Maria- 
no de Urquijo, Secretary of State ; Don 
Pedro Cevallos, minister for foreign at-* 
fairs; Don Michael Joseph de Azanza, 
minister for the Indies; Admiral Don 
Joseph Massaredo, minister of the ma- 
rine ; General Don Gonzalo O'Farril, 
minister of war; Don Gaspar Melchor 
de Jovellanos, minister of the interior; 
Count Cabarrus, minister of finance; 
and Sebastian Pinuela, minister of jus- 
tice, 

captains of the body guards. 
Their excellencies Duke del Parque, 
Grandee of Spain ; Duke de St Ger- 
main, Grandee ot Spain. 

COLONELS OF GUARDS. 

Their excellencies Duke de L’lnfan- 
tado, Colonel of the Spanish guards; 
Prince Castel Franco, Colonel of the 
Wailoon guards ; Marquis d*Ariza,greaC 
chamberlain; Duke de Hijar, grand 
master of the ceremonies ; Count Fer- 
dinand Nunes, grand huntsman; Couut 
Santa Colonia, chamberlain. 

(All Grandees of Spain.) 
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.The following chamberlains have been 
appointed to attend liis Majesty on his 
journey: — 

Their excellencies Count Orgae, gran- 
dee of Spain ; Marquis Santa CFUz,grao- 
dfe of Spain; Duke d’Ossuna, grandee 
of Spain ; Count Castei Florida, and 
Duke de Sola-Mayor, grandee ol Spain. 

]Qon Joseph Napoleon, by the Grace 
of God, and tiie Constitution of the 
State, King of Spain and the Indies. 

Spaniards!* — On entering the lerri- 
ritory of r. peqpte, tue government of 
whom Providence has confided to me, 

I fe<?l it my duty to explain the scuti- 
jUGiits which I entertain. 

In ascending the throne, I rely upon 
finding among you some generous souU 
who will second my efforts to restore 
this people to the possession of their 
ancient spleudotur. The constitution, 
to the observance of which you are a* 
bout to pledge yourselves hy your oaths, 
secures the exercise of our holy religion, 
and of civil and political freedom. It 
establishes a national representation, 
and restores your ancient Cortes in an 
ameliorated form. It appoints a senate, 
forming the guarantee of individual li- 
berty, and the support of the throne in. 
critical circumstances, and constituting 
also an honourable asylum and reward 
to those who shall have performed sig- 
nal services to the state. 

The courts of justice, the interpre- 
ters of the laws, divested of passion and 
favour, shall, in pronouncing judgment, 
be impartial, free, and independent. 

Merit and virtue shall be the only 
claims to the holding of public offices. 

Unless I am disappointed m iny wish- 
es, your agriculture and commerce shall 
flourish, free from those restraints 
which have hitherto retarded their pros- 
perity. 

Desirous of ruling according to the 
laws, I will be the first to give an ex- 
ample of the honour which should be 
paid to them. 

I enter among you with the greatest 
confidence, surrounded with those me- 
ritorious individuals, who have conceal- 
ed from me nothing which they have 
thought necessary for your interests. 

Blind passion, false rumours, the, 
intrigdes of the common enemy of the 
continent, anxious duly to separate the 
Indies from Spain, have plunged some 
of you into the most dreadful state of 
anarchy. My heart bleeds at the view 


of it; but this evil, Txwrever considera- 
ble it may be, may instantaneously cease. 

Spaniards, only unite around my 
throne. Conduct yourselves so as that 
internal disturbances shalhnot deprive 
me of that time which I wish to employ 
in labouring for your happiness, nor 
deprive me of the means of accomplish- 
ing this object* l esteem you enough 
to persuade myself, that you will make 
every exertion to obtain and meiit that 
happiness, which is the dearest object 
of my wishes. I, the King. 

Vittorio , July 12. 

By order ot his Majesty, 

The Minister Secretary of State, 
Mariano Uuis de Urqi/iJO. 

Paris , July 14- — On the 7th inst. 
the Junta , at feayonne held their 
twelfth meeting. It was the day 
appointed for the acceptance ot the 
new constitution. In the chamber 
where they sat -were .erected a mag* 
nificent throive anti a richly decora- 
ted altar, the .service of which was 
performed by the arch bishop of Bur- 
gos. His Majesty being seated on 
the throne, delivered the following 
speech: — 

“ Gentlemen Peputics, — I was de- 
sirous of presenting myself in the 
midst of you previous to your sepa- 
ration from each other. Assembled 
ill consequence of 6rie dftbe extVa-j 
ordinary events to which all nations, 
in their turn, and at particular con- 
junctures, are subject, and in pur- 
suance of the dispositions of the 
Emperor Napoleon, our illustrious 

brother, your feelings have 

been those of his age . The result of 
these sentiments will be consolidated 
in the constitutional act, which will 
be forthwith read to you. it will 
preserve Spain from - many tedious 
broils which were easily to before- 
seen from the disquietude wherewith 
the nation has been sd long agitated* 
The turbulence which still prevail 
in some of the prpviqces, will cease* 
as soon as the Spaniards* shall bay$ 
been apprised that their religion* 
the integrity ami; independence pf 
thedr Country^ and their dearwt 
rights are secured"; as scion tes 
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shill discover the gferms of their 
prosperity in the new institutions — 
a blessing which the neighbouring 
nations have not obtained, but at 
the expence of bloodshed and cala- 
mities of various kinds. Were the 
Spaniards assembled here in one bo- 
dy, all of them, as having the same 
interests, would be animated with 
the same sentiments. Then should 
we not have to bewail the misfor- 
tunes of those, who, misled by fo- 
reign intrigues, must be subdued by 
the force of arms. The enemies of the 
continent, by the disturbances which 
they have excited in our country, 
expect to become masters of our 
colonies. Every honest Spaniard 
must open his eyes, and all must 
crowd round the throne. We carry 
along with us the ;&ct with ascertains 
the rights and reciprocal duties pf the 
king and his people. If you are dis- 
posed to make the same sacrifices with 
us, then shall Spain beppeedily tran- 
quil and happy at home, and just’ 
and powerful abroad. To this we 
solemnly pledge ourselves, in the 
presence of God, who reads the 
hearts of men, and rules them ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, and 
who never forsakes those who love 
their count ry, and fear nothing but 
their own consciences." 

The Act of Constitution was then 
read over in a loud voice; and the 
members of the junta, on the ques- 
tion being put. unanimously decla- 
red their acceptance of it. 

The President delivered a short 
address in answer to the King’s 
speech, after which the several 
members took the folio wing.oath : — 

“ I swear obedience and fidelity to 
the King, the Constitution* and the 
Laws/'. 

The Junta then attended his Ma- 1 
jesty’s levee to pay him their respects 
upon this occasion. His Majesty 
gave them the most gracious recep- 
tion, and conversed with them more • 
than an hour# 

Majesty* *hb tCing ef Sp£itU 
set out from Bayonne at six in the 


morning of the 9th instant, on his 
journey to Madrid. His Majesty 
the Emperor accompanied him for 
the first post. On the separation of 
the two sovereigns, the King took 
into his carriage M. d’Azanza, u»i- 
nister of the Indies, and the Duke 
del Parque, Captain of the lifeguards 
His Majesty entered Spain by Irun* 
and was expected to reach St. So* 
bastian’s at two o'clock on the same 
day, the pth, where he was to re- 
main until the following day. His 
Majesty has near a hundred car* 
riages in his suite. 

The members of the junta set off 
in three divisions ; the first on the 
8th ; the second on the 9 f h ; and 
the third on the 1 Oth ; each of which 
will alternately accompany his Ma- 
jesty on his journey. 


PORTUGAL. 


Account of recent transact ion r, published 
at Oporto , July 6, by authority of the 
partizans of the Prince Regent, now 
calling themselves the Government. 
The most important occurrence 
that could elevate the nation to glory 
and dignity was reserved for our 
days, which will serve to transmit 
to posterity the illustrious name of 
the heroic Portuguese, and to note 
in the records of this fine and opu- 
lent city, the immortal epoch of its 
restoration, and that she gave the 
alarm to the whole kingdom. — The 
most cordial love to the best of 
princes, stimulated all beam itv 
Portugal, to oppose the most unjust 
and most scandalous usurpation. 
The most unlimited oppressions, the 
violation of all rights, and the abso- 
lute disrespect’ of the most sacred 
duties, armed every inhabitant to 
shake off the tyrannic yoke that 
oppressed them. But the dispenser 
of empires had reserved to this city 
the prerogative of leading the way, 
and stimulating by its example every 
body to emancipate this kingdom; 
Fur this purpose he rmted amongst 
us persons of genius, resolution, and 
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vigour capable of gfchieving so^illus; 
triousa purpose. The fatal day that 
deprived us of our lawful sovereign, 
*hoin the hand of the Omnipotent 
has preserved from the wicked one, 
who persecuted him, opened the 
way to the most disastrous events, 
which, after having overrun the 
continent with misery, desolation, 
and death, were about to effect the 
complete destruction of our happy 
peninsula: perfidy, simulation, and 
a combination of all artifices being 
ibe forerunner of this oppression and 
tyranny — violence and the most 
daring ambition, its followers of that 
monstrous man, the produce of the 
cruel revolutions, which, for these 
nineteen years, has upset so many 
thrones, and ruined so many people; 
who has made a traffic in kingdoms 
and in men ; who has put on the 
mask of religion the more impu- 
dently to profane ir ; who has dis- 
played to advantage all sorts of 
crimes, without being impeded by 
the least glimpse of morality, or 
kept back by remorse; that cele- 
brated Napoleon, whom vile flattery 
anil its followers, or, with more pro- 
priety whom the fear of hts tyrannies, 
has raised to the most elevated un- 
merited titles; after having announc- 
ed by his representative Junot to our 
desolate nation, that he would pro- 
tect us, dared to conceive in his illu- 
sive ideas, and to utter without a 
blush “ that the house of Braganza 
had ceased to reign in Portugal/' 
Unthinking man ! What right, what 
convention authorizes this iniquity 
and usurpation ? Who constituted 
Napoleon the universal tutor of 
kings and of nations ? Who devolved 
on . him the succession of thrones 
wrested by his tyrauny from. their 
legitimate possessors ? Who en- 
trusted him with that extraordinary 
and famous protection which autho- 
rises the spoliation of private pro- 
perty, and the trampling under foot 
of all fights and privileges, that^de- 
stroysa ad confounds allorderl The 


most manifest hatred arose in tbe 
hearts of the nation, on its observing 
the accumulation of injustice and 
barbarity, with the most scandalous 
indecency ; then began the vision of 
protection to dissolve: forty millions 
of crusadoes were levied on this un- 
happy country as an extraordinary 
contribution of war, a country which 
the absence of its beloved prince, 
the invasion by numerous troops, the 
total stagnation of commerce, and 
the discouragement of industry. hnd 
arts, had reduced to the greatest 
distress: but this is not all, those 
40,000,000 were for the redemption 
of all private property; how had 
this been forfeited ? Was it by our 
unbounded patience in suffering their 
extortions l by the docility with 
which their hard and oppressive 
yoke was borne ? by the meekness 
with which we received our tyrants? 
Posterity will hardly believe their 
impudence and immorality could 
ever reach such a length. — The pro- 
mised protection went on in this 
way. The patrimony of the temples, 
the ornaments of the sanctuary, the 
inheritance of its sacred ministers, 
were all insufficient for the insa- 
tiable thirst of the oppressor of the 
continent. The national dignity 
disappeared — all public employ- 
ments were given to the less informed 
and the less worthy, who, discounts 
nanced in their own country, shewed 
amongst us a matchless effrontery, 
and who appeared to be influenced 
by the most insolent pride, and the 
most sordid avarice. Ourlimits pre- 
vent us from tracing the picture of the 
odious person styled the deputy of po- 
lice in this city ; it is more faithfully 
engraved in the indignation and re- 
membrance of every one here. The 
moment of liberty was however ap- 
proaching ; our valourous neigh- 
bours the noble Spaniards, at length 
opened their eyes. The perfidious 
manner in which the reigning family 
of Spain were, betrayed, roused tbe 
vengeance of that; nations and V 
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soon as We were able, we have shewn 
that we still are what we have bven, 
•arid what our forefathers have been 
before us, the most faithful and the 
most loyal to our prince, and the 
most capable of restoring his wished 
for empire and our liberty. — At 
length the evening of the 18th. day 
of June* 180?* offered the most bril- 
liant and pleasing scene to the gene- 
rous Poruguese. These faithful and 
valorous metv who were strangers 
to fear, despised all dangers; and ac- 
tuated by that energy and faithful 
character that distinguish our na- 
tion, erected the standard of resto- 
ration* and in the name of their re* 
ligion, and in obedience to their sab- 
ered oathss proclaimed anew the 
most exalted and powerful prince 
the lord don John, prince regent of 
Portugal, on r lawful sovereign, (n 
this moment of glory, however, we 
Were surrounded by dangers: a co- 
lumn ofthe, French army was march- 
fog to this city ; without arms, with- 
out troops of the line, and with only 
two hundred artillerymen and some 
militia, we were in extreme danger; 
but we had value and genius equal 
1o our situation. Those who endea- 
voured to liberate their country, 
have their eulogium in their own 
Conduct. Cannon and ammuni- 

tion had been previously obtained, 
the necessary dispositions had been 
made for. the defence of the bridge, 
and the passage of the river Douro: 
all the points of defence had been 
reconnoitred, as also all the entran- 
ces to the city. The execution of a 
plan was in contemplation among 
the Portuguese, and they had to 
conquer the illusions of some, and 
the fears of others, and the more 
necessity there was for delay, (be 
more thi project was menaced with 
ruin. The signal for -the acclama- 
tion was given and for arming ; the 
orders were issued and executed 
*iih equal ardour in a moment ; 30 
artillerymen , with four field-pieces, 
*foch cove red; the. van and tear of 
L 


two bodies, df 10 men each, all that 
remained, prevented all opposition* 
The arsenals were dpened, and the 
people took arms. Some corps o I 
the militia were for a while irreso- 
lute, owing to the unexpected cir* 
cumstances which had taken place, 
but these were soon determined ; the 
royal standard was displayed, and 
the august name of his royal high* 
ness sounded from all quarters. All 
the officers whom they met joined 
them* and took the oath of honour, 
which excited enthusiasm and affec- 
tion : the posts were distributed, and 
every one was at work ; the Major 
Raymundo Jose Pinheiro, comman- 
der of the fort of St. Joan de Eoz, 
at the mouth of the river, known 
for his fidelity, energy, and love for 
our prince, concerted the most able 
dispositions for defence* and for di- 
recting the people. The enthusiasm 
and energy cannot be described ; 
upwards of 30,000 persons were 
provided with arms and ammunition; 
and from that night the city was in a 
state of defence, and waited thcene- 
my with impatience, but they fled* 
— On the morning of the l<Rh. the 
protection of the Almighty being 
implored, and prayers of thanksgiv- 
ing having been offered up with as 
touch piety as fervour, in the cathe- 
dral of this city, a provisional go- 
vernment was elected, composed of 
the most excellent and reverend Don 
Aniouio, of St. Joseph and Castro, 
bishop of the diocese, president, and 
eight members of the different clas- 
ses, viz. of ecclesiastics, Doctor Dez- 
embargragdor; provizor of the bi- 
shopnek, Manuel Lopes Loureiro.; 
and the Doctor Dezembagrador, vi- 
car general j Josfi Dias de Oliveira, 
of the military; major Ant. de Silva 
Pinto ; and the captain command- 
ing the artillery of thd body of raa- 
gestrature of the relacam, the Dez- 
embargrador Jos& d*i Mollo Freire^ 
judge for the orownl&nd; the dezem- 
bargrador of Agravos,. kfos de Se- 
quiero de Qame Ayala ; and of jh© 
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body of the citizens, Antonio Ma* 
thews Frier* de Andrade, and Anto* 
Bio Ribeiro Bragae. In this junta the 
bu peine authority is vested, unlHhis 
royal highness shall order to> the 
contrary, or the lawful government 
shall bo restored in the* capita) : it is 
its duty to muintmin Hietowe, usages, 
customs, and privileges of the n«* 
lion, as far as they are consistent 
with the present circa instances and 
defence of the country.* The most 
profound meditation could not pro* 
dace a more judicious election, wis- 
dom, dexterity, energy, disinterested* 
»ess; the most marked fidelity and 
most acknowledged patriotism, are 
the distinguished qualities that com- 
pose the character of the most ex- 
cellent and revciend president, and 
the. rfcspe ctive members of. the su- 
preme council. The most efficient 
measures have been taken for the 
uninterrupted security within, and 
defence without. The love of our 
sovereign and country is expressed 
by every tongue. The general emo- 
tion amongst the inhabitants, the 
Continual chiming of the bells, and 
a splendid illumination in every 
quarter of the city for three nights, 
all announced the satisfaction with 
which every Ireart overflowed. Con- 
tributions have been voluntarily of- 
fered — valiant young men flock to 
the royril standard from all parts — 
the secular and regulai* clergy 'pre- 
sent a fresh and glorious testimony 
of their religious and social virtues; 
they form the corps' for the defence 
of the state, and the guard of the 
city is under the command of the 
illustrious dean !' The best order 
nnd harmony prevails amongst -the 
inhabitants of every descnptioa, en- 
ergy ami valour increases every # in* 
slant; these Virtues must have their 
effect on I he common enetpy,; he 
well knows that general Loyson, af- 
ter crossing the Dourt>, Has.fe**fv 
chased by the people ofGuitwaraens, 
Braga, and Tras os M dotes, that ho 
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avoid thotwlowu Tram Montanos* 
who still follow him, making grant 
bavoek in bis disbanded division, 
killing hit superior officers, and ta- 
king from him important spoils. We 
shall give a more circumstantial ac- 
count of these, successes ; they 
strengthen us in our confident hopes 
that thetempire of usurpation, per- 
fidy, and seduction, will be annihila- 
ted, and that the better cause will 
have the batter end, and that the 
restoration of our amiable prince 
will crown our wishes and bring 
back those days of felicity so vior 
fently interrupted Lt— G reat are the 
presages of our prosperity*, from the 
prompt re-establish men t of public 
order* the absence of crimes, the 
moderation and peace that prevail 
among all. A wise and vigilant ma- 
gistrate presides in tbe police de- 
partment, who punishes tbe wicked 
and protects the good subjects of 
bis royal highness. It becomes us 
to. observe a corresponding demean- 
our, by obeying, by confiding in 
our government, and by uniting a* 
motfg ourselves. Our objects are no 
less than the glorious re-establish- 
ment of our religion, and the resto- 
ration to the throne of our lawful 
sovereign. — It is therefore necessary 
that the characteristic marks of 
these two empires shopld be kfrpt as 
distinct as their ends are opposite— 
that as crimes rendered the French 
Revolution abominable, so virtues 
shall signalize .pur restoratiop. That 
we may breathe nothing else but tbe 
love of oftr sovereign and our coun- 
try, take care not to pollute tbegio- 
jriotts end we propose, to ourselves, 
that ofxallmg back to us qur august 
sovereign. Ou the i 8th. dhy of 
June last, the most excellent Ber- 
nard i*o Freire da Andrade arrived 
it* this city, who bad beea appuiot- 
•od gjnrernor of U^e arms ami of its 
tdietnet iby tbet priuce regent, and 
Ckho bad suspended this 'employ* 
moBt jit ealissx^edceof iUm ataen&e 

toiiMH seweega* j -lHo^omcs 
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however, m soon w &is royal go- 
vsrtiment is restored, acid the de- 
fence of the state gives him* an op- 
portunity of displaying bis fidelity, 
and of augmenting tbeglory of bis 
loyal service, 

nocuiiATios or tky KAStr 

" .TEAT*' EEPRESRVTIFO T1IB 

nom of mito^OMBO 

THE JUDGE 'OF TUB T BO PIE* 

. People of Porto, noble sul^ectf 
of an inimitable prince, end bmve 
restorers of his legitimate rights.— >*• 
On the 4th. irttt. (Jaly,) you elected 
me (by the votes of the represented 
lives of the corporation) representa- 
tive magistrate of the people of this 
noble and august city. After accusing 
you bf & misplaced election, end 
imploring heaven to assist me in the 
faithful discharge of my duty, t crave 
your attention to what £ am going 
to say. 

You, otHfce 18th* of June, per- 
formed a deed, which*, when inserted 
in the history of otr country, will, 
perhaps, simulate jealousy among 
theushes bf those hwofes who have 
Wed for it : you hete perfernied a 
fcriratefe, permit w« the expression;, 
for «to die is bur natural, and the 
*ctof bringing to resurrection is an 
attribute of Supreme ttriviwty ; and 
the name bf out august amiable 
prince having been destroyed by the 
*teachery of a tyrant, who substitu- 
ted his owd' name, ordering before 
•our eyes the 'commission of theiniost 
♦sacrilegious and most horrid of ail 
atnscious , crimes, / mean the demo- 
htion ef the sac ted painting, which 
brings to out Memory the jtve foun- 
tains which issued on the heights of 
Mount {Meaty to drakes and wadt 
the wins of She world ; / mean the face 
bounds of out Redeemer, offered tin 
t fof loins of Ounique to our first king, ■ 
emblems of honour to he blazoned 
ike standards : yon brought every 
^ing to resurrection on the said day 
°f the l<8th‘ as on this -very day the 
pf bur wowrign appears 


mofcntdd *higb over the name of Na- 
poleon, picturing thus to our imagi- 
nation a true representation of the 
archangel Su Michael, and on this 
same day, ever memorable, from all 
para trie instantaneously the aims 
of the royal house of Braganza, dis- 
playing much greater brilliancy the* 
those tfctrasaftd shields which wens 
suspended from the tower ef David 1 
But what do 4 say, a miracle! My 
thoughts have misled me, the narat 
bf our «ugu*t never died among us, 
it always attained its life, though 
sacredly preserved in our bosorris* 
where our hearts paid and devoted 
to him the jntfct humble adorations, 
and if by an JntrSsive and treichei- 
rous exaction' we rendered any! vu« 
SaUge to tb^t Monster of Iniquities) 
to that man called Emperor of tht 
•French, > i t was the effect pnljy of a 
nerined hypocrisy. . I^wve we not 
brought no resurrection the; arm y df 
'draganta, /which, rI though i the y 
Srere demolished in th« ediriewa, *1- 
ways existed untouched in. the image 
of- Jesus Christ, painted with 
most precious blood f Yes/iwha* we 
have done wish 'the permission ■ i of 
heave rr, hate been the natural relsult 
.of the Portugoese bravery .and va- 
iour, (solely confined by threnofdeis 
'given to 1 us by our august on the 
eve of ijtfis departure -+-mot entirely 
-consmusof the perfidy of the Tyrant, 
vre kwew-tbe t feaehery of Bonaparte, 
owajrked under the cloaks of friend-- 
sbip; we know him to be the chief 
of the numerous banditti spread over 
Europe; we know dually that he 
was an individual, without fiulh, 
belief, or religion, and this prompted 
us to«ee the opportunity approach- 
ing, when we might teach that vil- 
kun What is Portuguese valour* inhe- 
rited frtUTvttbbSe who subdued great 
'part of thte^onlverle, displaying their, 
standards on almost the last barriers 
of the worid, and this made uS on 
the glorious 1 8th declare our inde- 
pendence, awd proclaim in loud 
voitjesj which reached heaven, the 
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august name of our Don J6hn VI. 
Prince Regent of Portugah .it was 
on this account that 1 saw ye, loved 
countrymen, like men Converted, 
into wild beasts, running towards 
the plain of 6 l Ovid, there to wait 
for the enemy, resembling hungry 
wolves who run towards lambs. Your 
hunger is not satiated, your rage 
increases, and you protest you'll 
feed on the blood ot that portion of 
Frenchmen who infastaugust Lisbon;. 
Anally, nobody can repress you i 
Ah ! what heroic traits of valour 
glow in the hearts of the Portonians, 
and what admirable examples of 
fidelity will they not leave to poste- 
rity ! . Continue then, my beloved 
countrymen, let the consummation 
of the glory of Port be perfect. But 
hear me for a while ; don’t allow 
that glory to be tarnished or dimi- 
nished by any action thatyourover- 
leaping rage may dictate to you with* 
out reflection ; — honour, let honour 
be our guide ; let us not do any 
thing which may displease the su- 
preme council which governs us: 
reflect that it is composed of men as 
wise as they are virtuous ; and who 
toil by day and by night to support 
the brilliancy of our glory : yes, 
government is the first to lose i is 
life for the country, and who as 
readily will make every trakbr suffer; 
but order is necessary in every ar- 
rangement ; let us, therefore, con- 
sult government, let us obey their 
directions. Government represents 
the Prince, and who does not obey 
it, offends the Prince: if wc act 
against their orders we destroy our 
own work, and it will be praising 
the Prince at one time, and offend- 
ing him at another. See that jus- 
tice is a part of God. and who of- 
fends justice offends God* and then 
greater evils will befaLus than those 
caused by the tyrant, i > 

1 shall not treat you as your judge 
in the plenitude of authority, but 
as your friend, and the protector of 
your welfare ; 1 therefore request 


you tfill lay before me aU yprar pre? 
tensions, which, if they exceed the 
limits of my jurisdiction, I shall 
offer them tQ the consideration of 
the supreme government, that it 
may resolve on yourjbebaif* Let 
us not be despotic, for we offend 
heaven, and it endangers ^ the bar? 
many which should subsist among 
us ; let us make our enemy bite him- 
self with envy, to see lhat at the 
same time x hat we are brave war- 
riors, weioyeoneanotiu-r with reci? 
procity it Let no tumults or disoor? 
dent voices be heard among us, but 
only tberrnpeated, cordial, and har- 
monious clamours of, Long live the 
Prince otir Lord, and long live his 
faithful subjects, 

Jo*o pe Alm BID* R&bmro. 


TO THE PORTUGUESE. 

The haughtiness, of the impious 
man exceeds in height the tapofthe 
cedars of Mount Libanus ; but its 
existence is like that of the lightning, 
and as short as the noise of thunder. 
Such was the duration of that won- 
iter vomited out rf Adi to oppress 
mankind, overturn religion, plundair 
all earth, and tread under foot the 
most sacred rights of society, reli- 
gion, and nature. F(is throne, 
built upon perfidies, upon thefts, in* 
justice, and tyrannies, shook every 
time the tyrant seated himself upon 
it, having no other security but 
vanity, lies, and a vile troop of 
worthless and ignorant partisans, 
who have abjured honour, religion, 
the love of their country, and fide* 
lity to their lawful Sovereigns, were 
anxious, like himself, to inspire into 
the nations that panic terror which 
only has helped them to spread their* 
rapines, slaughters, commit sacri* 
leges, and upset all order. This 
terror is at an end, and with ifi ^ 
he be not already gone, will soon be, 
levelled to the ground, the throne, 
the greatness, and the brutality^ 
the impious, the ambitious, ’the: 
wicked Bonaparte. His perfidies 
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have attained their highest pitch, 
and from that instant they began to 
decrease* 

The .wheel of fortune for him, and 
for us of mischance, turned at the 
point when bis ferocities, outrages, 
and iniquities could go no further. 
History does not relate deeds 6uch as 
Europe has beheld in our days. His 
system, wholly opposite to all rights 
and established ideas of policy, sor 
ciety, and religion, could not be 
lasting; nor could heaven suffer any 
longer a depredator, a barbarian 
worse than Nero, Caligula, or Dio- 
clesian ! Thanks to heaven that 
men's eyes are already opened, that 
his intrigues, his treasons, and his 
wickedness are made public. 1 al- 
ways thought, qnd was persuaded 
that that which his partisans termed 
heroism and glory, was to be attri- 
buted to thp panic terror he inspired, 
and the treasons he fomented, and 
that only the people rising en masse 
could be able to shake off the yoke 
with which he oppressed them, and 
crush the ferocious and proud beast, 
pho, with a vile gang of others, 
worthy of himself, and equal in 
sentiments and character to him, 
wished to trample on them, and re- 
duce them to slavery. Frenchmen 
are more weak than the inhabitants 
of other countries ; they are, how- 
fcver, more deceitful and more intri- 
guing than them; to these two crimes 
tt is they* owe the conquests they 
}»aye acquired. You yourselves have 
t|iat of Portugal, you have seen 
that qf Spain ; such have all his 
others been. Let them say what 
they will, give them no credit ; theii 
protection is theft, their happiness is 
«p*ery, their valour is fear , is weak- 
tew. The French who yet exist 
amongst us, is a small band of chil? 
dren, for which one only, Portu- 
gese, is more than a match. Have 
courage and valour to continue the 
iflorious actions you have begun,' 
Confide in the sage and provident 


government you* have chosen, and 
thus your courage will give an epoch 
in all histories, and wfe, or our cbiU 
dren after u*; shall have to repeat, 
Long live our august Prinee, Jong 
live Portugal, honour, valour, and 
the loyalty of the Portuguese. 

The RavDs. Joaquin Soanes, 


NAPLES. 

July 3.— VFbe council of state were 
specially assembled yesterday,' to 
hear the following documents read; 

P HOC J. A M 4*1*101? "* 

Bayonne, June *231* 
Joseph, King of Naples and Sicily? 
to the people qf, the kingdom 
of Naples : 

Providence, whose designs are 
inscrutable, having called qs to the 
throne of Spain and the Indies, we 
have found ourselves in the cruel 
predicament of withdrawing our> 
selves from a people who had 
many claims to our attachment, and 
whose happiness %vas our most gra* 
tifying hope, and the only object of 
of our ambition. He who alone can 
read the hearts of men, can judge 
of the sincerity of our sentiments, in 
opposition . to which we have yielded 
to other impressions, and accepted 
a kingdom, the government of which 
has been put into our hands, in 
vjrtqe of the renunciation of the 
rights to the crown of Spain, which 
our illustrious brother his Majesty 
the Emperor of the French and King 
of Italy had acquired. 

In this important situation, con- 
sidering that institutions are alone 
capable of duration, we reflected, 
with regret, that your social con- 
stitution was still imperfect, and 
thought that the further we had re- 
moved from you, so much the more 
incumbent upon us was it to secure 
your present and future welfare by 
all the means in our power. For 
these reasons we have put the last 
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hand to oof lafoots, ami -fixed the 
constitutionalstatete upon principle* 
already partiallyndop tod, and Which 
art more conformable to the age tn 
which vre live, the mutual relations 
of the neighbouring States, and the 
disposition of the nation, which we 
have employed oursdlves to ascertain 
ever sinc$ \vp were called to rule 
over it. 

The principafobjects which guided 
U* in our labours* were : — 

1. The preservation of oftr holy 
religion. 

q . The establishment of a public 
treasury, separate and distinct from the 
hereditary property of the crown. 

3. The establishment of an interme- 
diate administration, and a national 
parliament; capable of enlightening the 
Prince, and of performing important 
services both to him and the nation. 

4. A judicial organization, which . 
shall render the decisions of the court 
of justice independent on the will of the 
Prince, and make all the citizens equal 

• in the eye of the law. 

• 5. A municipal administration, which 
shall be the property of no mfen, but 
to which alt, without distinction, shall, 
be admissible. 

6. The maintenance of the regulations 
which we have made for securing the 
payments to the creditors of the state. 

Hi6 Majesty the Emperor of the 
french, and King of Italy, our 
illustrious brother, having beeh 
pleased to confer Upon this act his 
powerful guarantee, we are assured 
that our hopes with regard to the 
prosperity of our beloved people Of 
the kingdom of Naples, thus repo- 
sing upon his wide-spread glory, 
shall not experience disappointment. 


CdnstituNontol StahUtof tie Kingdom 
. of Naples and Sictly. 

Bayonne , June £0. 

Joseph Napoleon ; King •£ Naples 
and Sicily, French Prince, grand 
elector of the empire, willing to 
confirm, * by * constitutional statute, 
those fundamental principles, by 
which the Monarchy is t<* be go- 
verned, has decreed; and dues de- 
cree the following > » 

1, OF Jt£LIOt*tr. 

The catholic, apostolic, and Romish 
religion, is the religion of the state, 
it. of tue crown. 

The crown of Naples shall be heredi- 
tary, in the right of thG' male issue, 
according to the primogeniture of birth. 

II/. OF THE BtOFVCr. 

1. The King is a minor till he attains 
the age of 18 years. 

2. In case of the Prince’s minority, 
the regency will, by right, devolve upon 
the Queen; and in her absence, ton 
Prince of the blood royal who shaft he 
Chosen by the Emperor of the* French 
io his capacity as head of the. imperial 
family ; and iu failure thereof, trf • 
Prince of the blood, , the clwe^e wUl 
devolve upon the nation. . 

3. The yearly salary of the regency 
is confined to a fourth of the grdOt to 
the drdttn. 

4. The education of the minor Kfog 
is entrusted to his mother, and tn her 
absence, to, the Prince nominated by 
the predecessor ^if the minor. 

The remaining articles relate to 
the officers of the crown, . the minis* 
ters, the council of state, &c. /The 
articles respecting the parliament 
confines the number of members to 
one hundred, who are to be divided 
into five classes, viz. the ecclesias- 
tics, the nobles, the holdersof land- 
ed property, the learned, and tlrt 
merchants. 


PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, commerce, and ?of our .navy, «vd 
— ■< 1 from the general war in which tbe 

Tuesday, Jane 14. country was engaged, the bwsines* 

Sir C. Tide said, that in conse- and the emoluments of theiviag’s 
quence of the great extent of our proctor had prodigiously encreased. 
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§mce the cotaraen$*me<U pf the 
present war, more than 3QQQ causes 
had passed through his hands, the 
costs of each of which that went into 
the pockets ,of that officer were, 
upon au average, fQ 5/, for every 
cause, which amounted. to conside- 
rably .more than 300,^00/. during 
that period. He did not complain, 
however, of the enormous amount 
of the emoluments ; but be though* 
that the mass of duties which he had 
to perform was much greater than 
Could he properly got through by 
one man. To remedy this evil, he 
should propose a resolution to the 
house, to the following effect, namely, 
“ That it is the opinion of this house, 
,that the duties of the office of King’s 
proctor are too great to be performed 
by one man;’ and should lolUow it 
by another* fur presenting an address 
to his Majesty, praying that he 
would be pleased to appoint three 
.or more. -assistant proctors, for the 
purpose of more speedily, performing 
the duties of the office. ' 

• The Advocate General opposed the 
Measure, both on the grounds of 
political inexpediency, and from a 
fegard to the. interests. of the navy. 
The office of King’s proctor was of 
very ancient standing* like that of 
.the Solicitor or Attorney General. 
.With regard to all those suits in the 
court of admiralty, the King was 
doninvs litis , apd it was highly im- 
portant fur our respectability with 
.foreign powers, that rhe duties should 
•be exercised by ouc in. wliom the 
crown placed, that confidence, which 
could not properly be placed in a 
.number of individual*. Besides, if 
.navy agfnts in general weroc piploy- 
cd by the captors tp prosecute. their 
fdaiius, tbere t wopld be no. end of 
.vexatious, proceedings. . This was 
.txwplifieid ip the conduct, qf priva- 
teer^ where* tbe*c^ of vex- 
' W *( wgi# imionjerabln. 

that; the 

-wflg’s |urbGJ*r should ba#e no com- 


patitor, else it would b# productive 
of endless vexation to neutrals. 

Mr. Martin supported the motion 
at some length. - He was certain 
that the navy in general had imbibed 
the same opinion on the subject of 
the office of King’s proctor with hia 
hon. friend. There was one evil qf 
which they had to complain, namely, 
that the King’s proctor was totally 
independent of the captors, and thus 
captains ih the navy were in a worse 
situation than those of privateers, 
who could employ their own agents; 
and the fact was, that cases of cap- 
tures in the plantations were generally 
five , and sometimes ten years before 
they ucre determined . Now it was 
only proposed that three or more 
additiqnal proctors should he ap- 
pointed, to any one of whom cap- 
tains in the navy might apply. He 
mentioned one case, in which a cause 
was pending from 17.94 to 1801. It 
was certainly more reasonable that 
the captains of the navy should be 
able to employ a proctor who was 
in some degree amenable to them, 
than one w ho was quite independent ; 
on the whole, he should heartily 
concur in the present motion. 

The house divided* against the 
motion, 35— For it l6 — tost by a 
majority of 19 - 

On the motion of Mr. Perceval , 
the house went into a Committee on 
the stipendiary curates bill. 

A variety of amendments Were 
moved by different, members, and 
some were adopted, and others with- 
drawn, but the Committee did \vjt 
divide on any. ‘ . 

The Speaker proposed a clause te 
be inserted, granting relief to per- 
sons against whom an order should 
be made by the bishop, enabling 
them to appeal against it to the King 
in council, who should be at liberty 
to eon^rjsi or reverse the sentences 
as might seem best* 

Mr, Petcemal proposed a clause, 
whereby delegates or cowwwio ffcr* 
fhnuW dm appointed: iby Ite.&w# 
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by a wafranf tinder the great seal, 
who should httve ^authority to make 
such decisions as should be conclu- 
sive in all appeals that should Come 
before them* 

The Speaker Withdrew his clatrse, 
and Mr. Perceval's amendment was 
adopted. * 

The remaining clauses of the bill 
were then discussed, and several new 
clauses added. 

Wednesday, June 15* 

The house went into a Committee 
oh the privately stealmg bill, when 
* Mr. Barton opposed the bill, as 
’being of a dangerous tendency, by 
holding out to the world, that capi- 
tal punishments were inconsistent 
with the spirit of the constitution. 
The learned member entered into a 
series of observations upon the ex- 
tent to which crimes of burglaries, 
pick-pocketing, shop-lifting, and al- 
most every species of offence, had 
arrived at ; in all of which the in- 
genuity of committing the act pri- 
vately constituted the effect of the 
•mischief. He was afraid the bill 
would operate as a proclamation of 
impunity to offenders, unless the pu- 
nishment to be introduced into the 
bill were made commensurate with 
ihe crime. 

Sir A. Pigott defended the princi- 
ple of the bill. Iii this he maintain- 
ed that he was supported not only 
by 250 years experience, but also 
by the assertions of Mr. Justice 
Blackstone, and a later, but us phi- 
losophic a person, the learned arch- 
deacon Paley, all of whom shew that 
the penalty of death does not pre- 
vent the perpetration of the crime. 

Mr. Ley tester said, that several 
hon. members seemed rather to mis- 
take the practice, as it prevailed, 
relative to the punishment of offen- 
ders of the description mentioned in 
this bill. The judges could have no 
possible wish to carry the law to its 
last extremity, and it was always 
with reluctance and sorrow that they 
complied wfth the Severity 'of dur 


'capital punishments, » 1 hd of deliver- 
ing the wretched culprit to the ex- 
ecution of the law ; but he appealed 
to the good sense and humanity of 
the house, wheiHef ?t would not be 
better to let the HfW rertfahras it is, 
and leave in the bTenfs f of the judged 
that discretiondiy poWer, which, lot 
so long a period, they have exer- 
cised with Wisdom, justice,* ahd mer- 
cy, rather than divest them of it noW, 
when, by doing So, that terror fc 
removed, labouring under which, 
has prevented the increase of crimes 
to that extent which otherwise they 
would have reached, if those wise 
and salutary laws had not checked 
them. 

Sir S. Rorttilly said, that as so 
much objection was made to the 
preamble, although in his mind it 
conveyed a truism, yet he had no 
objection to forego it, rather than 
endanger the bill ; at present, froth 
the severity of the statute, it became 
almost a dead letter, for between 
the compunction and compassion tff 
prosecutors, witnesses, juries, and 
judges, many offenders escaped pu- 
nishments, and the prospects ther<>* 
by afforded of the many evident, as 
well as accidental circumstances, 
that led either to acquittal or escape, 
only encouraged the commission of 
offences, till they became so nume- 
rous and so bold, that they reached 
the most enormous crimes at lasr, 
and society therefore was infinitely 
more injured and exposed by this 
law than without it. The hon. and 
learned gentleman concluded with 
citing Blackstone in support of brs 
arguments, and trusted the house 
would entertainthe bill. The ques- 
tion was was then put and carried 
without a division. The house then 
proceeded in a committee on the bill. 

The Solicitor General then propo- 
sed an amendment, making it felony 
to steal from the person of another 
wi t hou t thfet ’degfefc bf force tin* 
constitutes robbery*, leaving, how- 
ever,- the precise degree of punish* 
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meet*, in some measure, to the dis- 
cretion of the judge, and making 
the highest degree of punishment for 
this species of crime transportation 
for life. But he also proposed > that 
it should be in the discretion of the 
court to inflict, in certain circum- 
stances, the punishment of only se- 
n»n years transportation; and for 
younger culprits, he should propose 
confinement in the common jail for 
a period not less than three years, 
fie then proposed t6 submit a pre- 
amble, stating only, that 44 Whereas 
the said act has not been found ef- 
fectual to the prevention of the 
crimes therein mentioned* that it 
should be repealed ; and whereas the 
taking from the person of any man 
without such force as is sufficient to 
constitute the crime of robbery, 
should be punished more severely 
than simple larceny, the person con- 
victed, and all his aiders and abet- 
tors, shall be liable to be transport- 
ed for life, &c.” 

Sir & Rontilly objected to the 
clause ; but as it seemed to meet the 
general sentiment of the committee, 
he should not divide the house upon 
it. He coincided in the opinion as 
to the ineflicacy of limited transpor- 
tation, and lamented that the act 
for establishing a Penitentiary on 
the principle suggested by Mr. Bent- 
ham, had never been carried into 
execution. 

The house then went into a Com- 
mittee, and the Solicitor General 
brought up his clause, which was 
read pro forma, and made part of the 
bill. 

Mr. Sheridan said, an idea seem- 
ed to have. gone abroad, that he in- 
tended to submit .some specific pro- 
position with regard', to Spain ; but 
he desired it to be distinctly under- 
stood, that ho did not mean to pre- 
scribe! any thing whatever to minis- 
ters as to the conduct they should 
pursue; be meant nothing , more 
thattAocoH the attention of the house 
tQvtht interesting situation of Spain 
TOL. iv. 


at the present moment, and it was 
far from being his design to lecture 
the government on the subject. He 
was sorry that any thing like an ex- 
pectation should have been raised* 
that heshouid be so devoid of under- 
standing and even good taste, as to 
think of laying down any specific 
plan to be pursued by ministers with 
regard to the present situation of 
-Spain. He wanted ministers to en- 
gage in no romantic and d '^propor- 
tioned efforts lor the deliverance of 
that country 5 yet ever since the 
first of the French Revolution to the 
present moment, if the enthusiastic 
spirit which had broke out in a part 
of Spain, extended itself like a rapid 
flame over the country, it struck 
Jura that there never was in all that 
time so great an opportunity forlhia 
country striking a bold and decisive 
blow for the rescue and deliverance 
of Europe, as at the^present moment. 
He was disposed to trust that minis- 
ters in general, and particularly hi$ 
right, hon. friend, would not let 
slip such a glorious apportunity ; 
and he would conjure them not 1 9 
deal in driblets and in small mea- 
sures, as had been too often done in 
this country. They, ought to do 
much, or they should do nothing at 
all. He was sorry to say, that not 
one single cabinet of which he had 
any knowledge, ever existed in this 
country, that followed one single 
object in their plans for the deliver- 
ance of Europe. Instead of striking 
at the core, they were generally 
found nibbling at the rind ; they 
went filching for a sugar island, while 
all their efforts should have been di- 
rected against the radical evil. From 
this general observation, however, 
be must certainly except the late Mr. 
Burke, and his right hon. friend (Mr* 
Windham). His exhortation to mi- 
nisters then would be, do what you 
mean to do boldly and manfully, or 
not at all. Avow to the people of 
Spain that Britain pursues no private 
interests in thw support of their 
1 * 
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£atise ; that you have Nothing ia view 
of what ipay be called the British 
interests, but that yt>ur only object 
h the deliverance of Spain and of the 
world from the most unprincipled 
"aggression and tyranny. He did not 
mean that the spirit of this country 
should be exalttd to any romantic 
excess of exertion ; if the flame of 
(patriotic zeal burnt so high in the 
people of Spain as he trusted jt did, 
hll he wanted was, that it should be 
tiiet tfnd nourished with correspond- 
ing ardour by ministers. The career 
of Bonaparte had been hitherto most 
Victorious, because directed against 
pations indifferent to their govern* 
Orient, against ministers without wis- 
dom, ami princes who depended on 
hereditary descent, rather than ta- 
lents or energy. That tyrant had 
yfet to learn what it was to fight a- 
gairtst a people united by patriotic 
26 at, and determined to risk every 
thing in defence of their indepen- 
dence. He certainly wished to leave 
iniofetcrs -entirely to their own dis- 
cretion, afc to the mode and extent 
bf the assistance which they propo- 
sed to give ; but let it not be said* 
bn that account, that the present 
bgimtion of the question was vain or 
Unnecessary. He did think the pre- 
sent a most important crisis, which 
Should not be permitted to pass ; al- 
>ays assuming, that the spirit of 
enthusiasm in support of their inde- 
jyendence was general on the part of 
(he people of Spain.- Mr. Sheridan 
concluded with moving, That an 
hum We address be presented to his 
Majesty, praying that be would be 
pleased to lay before the house copies 
bf such proclamations as had been 
received in this country, whether 
proceeding from the common enemy, 
or from persons claiming to act in 
behalf of the people of Spain. 

1 Mr. Canning said/ that With re- 
ard to the motion now before the 
Ousei he believed- that his right 
bon. friend would not he much dis- 
appointed when bo swld it wa* quite 


impossible for gone lament,, in its 
official capacity, to produce the pa- 
pers which had been moved for, both 
because some of them could not be 
considered as regularly authentica- 
ted, and because others of them pur- 
ported to proceed from persons, of 
whom it could not.be known that 
they were accurately designated. 
Such a disclosure and Communica- 
tion of papers, therefore, he believed, 
the house would concur with him ia 
thinking would be highly improvi- 
dent. The chief object which his 
right honourable friend bad in view, 
seemed to be, to call forth some dis- 
closure of the general feelings and 
sentiments of ministers, with regard 
to the late interesting eveots in 
Spain ; and he had no hesitation ia 
saying, that he and his culleages be- 
hold, with as lively an emotion as tbe 
right hen. gentleman himself could 
feel, the stand which had been made 
by at least a part of the Spanish peer 
pie, against jhe unexampled oppres- 
sion of France# and that there was 
every disposition on the part of his 
Majesty's government, to afford tbs 
utmost aid which this country could 
put forth in a struggle so magnani- 
mous. While the people of Spain 
art actuated by a spirit of resistance 
by the unprovoked aggression of tbe 
ruler of France, it could not for a 
moment he supposed that ministers 
should consider them as in a state of 
warfare with this country. To op- 
pose the overwhelming power of 
France was the main object of oar 
exertions, and whoever joined us in 
that opposition, from that moment 
became essentially# and to all intents 
and purposes our friend. The ob- 
jects of this country, in affording 
aid to the patriots of Spain could 
only be these, to unite our common 
efforts against, tbe common epemy# 
to support the interests and ind$* 
pence of Spain# and, lastly, to pro* 
mote the accomplishment of British 
objects ; though this last he should 
consent to leave out# provided tbs 
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two former could hi any degree be 
attained ; though in fact all must be 
aware that whatever tended to set 
bounds to the power of France must 
be essentially in itself a British inte- 
rest. These were the feelings and 
sentiments which actuated ministers, 
and which they wished to communi- 
cate to the house and the country* 
It \Vas, therefore, on the whole, 
from no disrespect to his right hon* 
friend* that he wished him to with- 
draw his motion, but rather from a 
view of the inexpedience, and in- 
deed, impossiiblity, of complying 
with it, on thepart of bis Majesty's 
government, The motion was then 
withdrawn. 

Thursday , June 1 6 . 

Mr. Villiert rose to move for leave 
to bring in a bill to alter and amend 
the law respecting copyrights. One 
object of the bill woubl he, to secure 
the more effectual delivery ol copies 
of new books, and new editions, to 
the Universities, on the ground of its 
utility to the promotion of learning. 
His second object w as, better to se- 
cure the copyright of the authors, 
by vesting in them the absolute copy- 
right for a period of $9 years, 
leave was then given accordingly. 
The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. Rote brought up a bill to per- 
mit goods, warehoused in London, 
to be removed to any of the out- 
ports for exportation, which Was 
read a first time. 

Mr. Jf. Fitzgerald rose for the 
purpose of moving, that the petition 
presented from tire county of Kerry, 
ia support of a commutation of 
tythes, be referred to a committee. 
From his knowledge of Ireland, he 
could say, that there was no part of 
that country where the grievances 
attending the present system of 
tythes were more severely felt, and 
to them he ascribed, in a great naea- 
Mire, the unpleasant disturbances 
Which had there taken place. He 
vas not disposed to urge the adop- 
tion of any specific measure in the 


present session, hating understood 
from a right hon. gentleman that the , 
matter was under the consideration 
of ministers, and be was anxious that 
any beneficial alteration should flow 
from the throne as a boon, tending 
to conciliate the minds of Ireland. 
He believed, however, that if tythes 
were left in any shape, the leaven of 
disaffection would still continue to 
ferment in that country. Having 
taken that opportunity of delivering 
his sentiments, he then moved pro 
forma i that the petition be referred 
to a committee. 

Mr. Perceval said that his Majes- 
ty’s ministers were fully aware of its 
importance, and he would add, that » 
whenever he had considered the sub- 
ject in all its bearings, it had always 
seemed attended with new difficul- 
ties. The subject should engage his 
anxious attention during the recess 
of parliament, though he was ndt 
sanguine in his hopes that he should 
be able in the next session to pro- 
pose any measure that would be ge- 
nerally satisfactory. Tire motors 
was withdrawn. 

The house went into a committee 
on the stamp duty bill, and on the 
resolution being put for extending 
the stamp duties to country small 
bank-notes which should beTe-issued, 
a conversation ensued. The bouse 
divided, when there appeared, for 
the resolution 59 — against it l6. 

On the resolution being moved for 
regulating and increasing the duties 
upon the sale and conveyance of 
estates, a discussion arose, wherein 
the principle of the clause was strong- 
ly opposed. The house. divided, for 
the clause 78— against it 18. 

A considerable discussion ensued 
on the clause which subjects attor- 
nies and solicitors to be fined and 
struck off the rolls of the courts 
whereat they practise, upon their 
being convicted of drawwgfalse con- 
veyances with intent to defraud the 
revenue. The clause was carried* 
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and various verbal amendments were 
agreed to. — Adjourned. 

Friday, June 17. 

The house in a committee, Mr. 
Perceval moved, “ That thesum of ; 
35,0001. be granted to his Majesty 
for the use of the naval asylum. — 
The motion was agreed to without a 
division. 

The following sums were moved 
and agreed to, viz. — Arrears of 
annuity due to the Dutchess of 
Gloucester, 4 95/. — To the college 
of Sandhurst, in the county of Sur- 
rey, 20,000/. — To General Martin, 
as a compensation for loss of pro- 
perty in Virginia, as an American 
loyalist, in right of the late Lord 
Fairfax, 20,0001. 

Sir T. Turton , in pursuance of 
bis notice, called the attention of 
the house to the subject of the case 
of Ali Hassein, late Prince of the 
Carnatic. The honourable baronet 
divided his resolutions into two parts; 
the one expressive of the melancholy 
end of that Prince ; the other also 
expressive of the sentiments of that 
bouse, that they did not participate 
in, or approve of it.— :On the ques- 
tion being put upon the first reso- 
lution, the house divided — for it 
11 — against it 34 — majority 23, 

Sir S. Romil/y spoke in support of 
the second resolution. He entered 
into a long and very able review of 
the various facts and circumstances 
attending the deposition of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and, from 
a review of the whole case, he con- 
ceived himself justified in pronoun- 
cing it an act of unjustifiable ambi- 
tion, hardly to be parelleled b) any 
of those acts of violence which we 
had lately witnessed on the continent 
of Europe. This resolution, there- 
fore, should meet with his decided 
support, inasmuch as it expressed 
those ideas of British policy 'which, 
in his opinion, ought to be pursued, 
and pledged this country to afford 
that redress to the injured sufferers, 
which was now within their power. 


Lord Gastlereagh conceived that a 
government might justifiably adopt a 
great measure of policy , though they 
were not prepared , nor perhaps akfe 
to prove the hostile intentions of tw 
enemy by such proofs as xtere arfwtV 
sible in a court -of justice ! He then' 
proceeded to support the Ijne of 
policy pursued by the MafqUiS of 
Wellesley with respect to the Car- 
natic, and concluded by giving his 
decided negative to the resolution. 

A division took place, when there 
appeared, against the resolution, £7 
— For it, 19. 

M r. Wallace then proposed a re$o-* 
lution to this effect *: — *• That the 
Marquis Wellesley, in his conduct 
towards the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
had been actuated solely by a regard 
to the interest of the British empire' 
in India." 

A division took place on the ori- 
ginal motion of Mr. Wallace, when 
there appeared— for the motion, 9&r 
against it, 19* 

Monday , June 20. 

Mr. Windham gave notice of a 
motion for the next session, the 
object of which would be the preven- 
tion of soldiers who had enlisted for 
limited service from extending their 
service for life, until the expiration 
of the engagement which they bad 
already contracted. 

Mr. Perceval having moved the 
third reading of the stipendiary cu- 
rates bill, a discussion took plaef. 
On a division there appeared, f*>r 
the third reading, 73. — Against if, 
29.— Majority^ 44. — The bill win 
then passed. 

1'aesday, June 21. 

• The assessed, taxes regulation bjfl 
went through a committee, 
Wednesday, June 29. 

The bill for extending the copy- 
right to authors of books to 28 yearff 
instead of 14, went through a com* 
mittee. — -By this bill an act of 
Queen Anne is revived, requiring 
the number of 11 copies- of eaow 
book to be given to the amvfftiri**' 
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and public libraries. Tho$c an thors 
or publishers who cbuse to waive 
their copy-right are not obliged to 
give any copies ; but those who do 
tot furnish the copies required, are 
not to be entitled to copy-right. 

* Sir S. Romiliy’s bill tor repealing 
the act rendering privately stealing 
a capital offence, was reported. 1 *— 
He postponed his bill foi granting 
compensation to acquitted persons 
till next session. 

Thursday, June 23 . 

Mr. Wardlc brought forward his 
motion as to the abuses which had 
prevailed of late years in the con- 
tracts for . clothing the army. He 
instanced cases in -which particular 
contractors, after bargaining privately 
with government to furnish great coats 
at 16 *. set off immediately to slop - 
sellers , and procured the articles from 
them for 13 *. or 13 *. 6d. In every 
other part of the cloathing of the 
army , similar impostures were prac- 
tised, to the amount of upwards of 
200,000 /. a-ycar. This abuse was 
entirely occasioned by the preference 
given to close rather than to open 
contracts, in consequence of which 
one clothier was at this moment re- 
ceiving l6s. for the same article for 
which his tender to furnish it at 
14s. 6d. had been rejected. He 
concluded by moving certain resolu- 
tions on this subject, which, how- 
ever, it was not his intention to press 
during the present session. 

Mr. Perceval , agreeably to notice 
moved for leave to bring in a sepa- 
rate bill on Mr. Palmer's grant, in- 
stead of comprehending it in the 
general appropriation act, which 
includes various sums for the public 
service (least the latter should also 
be rejected.) He agreed that this 
was not the most ordinary mode of 
proceeding, but pointed out a va- 
riety of cases it* which it had been 
yesorted to. 

Major Palmer , after recapitulating 
the different proceedings which had 
taken place in this business, ex- 


pressed bis w»b, to fares he him- 
self was interested, that no others 
bill should be sent to the Lords to 
be rejected. He begged that the 
bouse would do what they pleased 1 
both as to the arrears and the future' 
payments ; but that they would 
spare him the expence as well as' 
the mortification of sending up any 
more bills to the house of Lords, to 
be rejected. 

Mr. Windham, Sir T. Turton, 
Messrs. Tierney, Ponsonby, and 
Whitbread , spoke with great force 
and animation against the motion, 
as not only unprecedented, after m 
resolution of that house, but they 
represented it as a manoeuvre which 
was unworthy of the right hon. 
gentleman, either as a minister or 
as a private individual. — The bouse 
divided, when the motion for a sepa- 
rate bill. was carried, the numbers 
being 186, against 63. 

Friday , June 24. 

On bringing up the report of the* 
appropriation bill, Mr. Whitbread 
put a number of questions to Mr.’ 
Canning as to our armament at Swe- 
den, our situation with America, &c. 
From the answers he received, it 
appears that the inactivity .of our 
expedition proceeds from the change 
in the military posture of Sweden 
between the sailing and arrival of< 
the expedition, which rendered new 
consultations and arrangements ne- 
cessary. As to America, since the 
return of Mr. Rose, no complaints 
nor communications of any kind 
had been made from that government 
to this country. 

*• Saturday, June 25. 

Mr. Perceval stated, that it waa 
not his intention to move the second 
reading of Mr. Palmer's bill. — A 
communication had been made to 
hitn, that it was not the wish of Mr. 
Palmer that any farther step should 
be taken on it. — Adjourned till 
Wednesday, not a bill remaining on 
the table. 
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Wednesday, June 29- 

Lord A, Hamilton wished to know 
bow and in what manner the delin- 
quency of Alexander Davidson bad 
been settled. It was more than two 
yearssincethe business bad been first 
agitated, and in the early part of 
the next sessions he should think it 
Kit duty to bring forward a motion 
Op this subject. 

Mr. Perceval observed, that the 
lords of the treasury had not lost 
sight of it, as commissioners had 
been appointed to make the neces- 
sary inquiry into the different abuses, 
and that their reports had been re- 
ferred to the law officers of the 
crown. 

Mr. Creevey said, that there was 
54-, 0001. still due from Mr. Fordyce 
to the crown, on which there bad 
Wen no instalments paid these three 
years; he therefore gave notice, that 
in the early part of next sessions he 
would bring forward a motion on 
Ibis subject. 

Mr. Bankes brought up the third 
report of the finance committee. He 
hoped the house would not be alarm- 
ed at the uncommon mass of papers, 
a . small portion only he wished to be 
printed. He was sorry this report 
could not be presented sooner, which 
was owing to contrariety of opinion 
entertained by a majority of ' the cam* 
mittce , which consisted of too many 
members, and in future he recom- 
mended fewer in number. After a 
few words from Mr. Leycester, Mr, 
M . Thornton , and Mr. Horner , the 
report and appendix were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Banket moved, that there be 
ktid before the house an account of 
the 89,6391. pensions in Ireland. — 
Ordered. 

Thursday , June SO. 

Mr. Speaker was summoned to 
the lords, in order to hear the King's 
Commission, declaring the royal as- 
sent to several bills# 

On the motion of Mr. Lockhart , an 
order was made for the several bi- 


shops making, early in the next sta- 
sion of parliament, returns of the 
non-resident clergy in tbejr respec- 
tive dioceses. 

Sir F\ Burdett moved for a retuna 
to be laid before the house, early in 
the ensuing session, of all the cor- 
poral punishments sentenced and 
executed on private soldiers in the 
regular array, the cavalry, the mili- 
tia, and the royal regiment of artil- 
lery, during the last ten years, and 
specifying the number of lashes in- 
dicted in each punishment. 

Lord Castlereagh dec lea red his op- 
position to the motion, as the pre- 
sent was by no means a fit moment 
to call for such a document ; in- 
deed he did not think such returns 
could be made up at all. He con- 
tended that the military code of the 
British array was not severe, and 
that much mischief would ensue 
from these papers being produced, 
as they would tend to irritate the 
minds of the soldiery. 

Sir F. Burdett expressed his sur- 
prise at the resistance offered by the 
right hon. gentleman to his motion. 
He was more astonished at it when he 
contemplated the ipiobk situation m 
which the army was placed , by the to* 
cal militia, rendering every man in 
Great Britain liable to be Jlogged 
Were these returns granted, he would 
take an early opportunity, next ses- 
sion, of attempting some way or 
other to get rid of that odious and 
degrading punishment qf English- 
men, namely — flogging. He had no 
idea of British soldiers being so pa? 
nished, and there were many cir- 
cu instances of regiments having ser- 
ved under mild, though firm com- 
manding officers, where punishments 
had been extremely rare. The 15»h* 
regiment of light dragoons was an 
instance of this, that regiment had 
been abroad for eight years, and dis- 
tinguished themselves on many oc* 
casions, there had been in that long 
time only six punishments. Since 
the ret urn of' that regiment *q 
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land, upwards bf eighty punishment* 
had been inflicted. Such feels, he 
thought, were sufficient to induce 
4he bouse to accede to his motion, 
which would go towards discouraging 
so disgraceful a practice. He should 
take the sense of the house on the 
motion. 

Lord Custlereagh resisted the mo- 
tion ; on the grounds of its impro- 
priety, and on its being founded on 
a mistaken idea. 

Sir G. Wurrander Spoke against 
the measure; Lord foikstone sup- 
ported it j Mr. Windham spoke a- 
gainst H ; ahri, alter a few wo ids 
from Mr. Lockhart on the same side 
of the question, the house divided 
— Ayes 4 — Noes 77 — Majority ar 
gainst the motion 73. 

Mr. Crccvey addressed the house 
on the subject of the projected new 
houses in Hyde Park, and moved 
for copies of a correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Fordyce surveyor-gene- 
ral of crown lands, and the lords ef 
the treasury* on the subject. Mr. 

Tracey seconded the motion. 

Mr. Terceial said* he was per- 
tuaded the King knew nothing of the 
matter. The proposal had only keen 
made to the treasury on Tuesday 
last, and the fact of such applica- 
tion bad not been communicated to 
hi* Majesty. 

Mr. Sheridan supported the mo- 
tion. He said that Hyde Park was 
M The Lungs of London.”-*- Free 
and fresh air was like Champaigns 
to the vulgar ; as they seldom tasted 
it. What would the citizens from 
Whitechapel think on Sunday after- 
noon, after a long walk through the 
'ttraete to get to the Park, to find it 
impervious to the air, on account 
of the bouses surrounding it ? The 
bouse divided when the motion was 
negatived by 36 to 23. 

/•jy Friday , July l. 

• There being only 24 members in 
fee bouse at 4 o'clock, it adjourned* 
Saturday , July 2. 

Mr. Peradal having moved the 


piual grants to the efficeit oC the 
house, and among others tke sum 
of 12,001. to Mr. Wharton, for act- 
ting as chairman of the public Com- 
mittee of that house : — 

Mr. Biddulph repeated the objec- 
tions he had made to ihe grant, 
which was equal lo the allowance 
made to the commissi oners of Ctf*» 
tom and Excise. The duty to le 
performed by these gentlemen was 
constant, whereas the labour of 
chairman of the committee of way* 
and meansceased with the session of 
parliament, which it was his duty to 
attend independently of any emote* 
ment . The different votes were then 
put and agreed to. Also tbe sum of 
5,0001. to carry on tbe additional 
buildings for the British Museum. 

Mr. Sheridan said he should have 
addressed the bouse at considerable 
length on this subject, did he not 
understand that the inquiry which 
it was his intention to pmpese, would 
not meet with any opposition. He 
therefore moved, “ that an humble - 
address be presented to bis Majesty, 
praying that he will be graciously 
pleased to direct that a special com- 
mission be appointed to inquire into 
and inspect the condition and go- 
vernment of the State Prisons, and 
other jails in the city ami county of 
Dublin, and such other jails in Ire- 
land as they shall think proper to 
direct thei r attention to, and to in* 
vestigate tbe treatment of the pri* 
sonars therein confined, since the 
year 1798, where ground of com- 
plaint shall be preferred, and also 
to examine into the conduct of 
those entrusted with the rule and 
government of the said prisons, and 
to report thereon. 

Qen, Mathew seconded the motion* 

Mr. Perceval did not oppose it, 
hut regretted it bad not been brought 
forward when the secretary of state 
and chancellor of exchequer for lie* 
land wore present. 

Mr. W, Pole bore testimony tm 
the state in which hit county pries* 
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was kept lie proposed to make 
the inquiry general, that it might 
be seen who did and who did not do 
-their duty. 

Mr. Whitbread thought this an in- 
quiry which ought to be made, and 
for the bringing forward of which 
bis right hon. friend was entitled to 
-the thanks of the house* 

• The motion was. then agreed to. 

Monday, July 4 . 

. A conversation took place be- 
tween Mr. Whitbread , Lord Castle - 
reagh, and Mr. Wilherforce, respect- 
ing the affairs of Spain. Each 
agreed in wishing success to the Spa- 
niards, and in the propriety of ibis 
country affording, them liberal assis- 
tance to enable them to resist the 


tyrant of France. Mr. Wilberforce 
in particular declared *— That the 
feelings in favour#/ Spain were so una- 
nimous that every Briton joined in en- 
thusiastic piayers to the great ruler of 
events to bless with its merited success 
the struggle if a gallant people in be- 
half of every thing dear to the 

’CHRISTIAN*, THE C1T1IEN, AND 
THE MAN! 

The Deputy Usher of the Black 
Rod then summoned the house to 
the house of peers. The Speaker 
and all the members present attended 
forthwith. On their return the. 
Speaker read a copy of his Majesty's 
speech from the chair to the mem- 
bers assembled round him : after 
which they severally reti red. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


LICENCE OF TONGUE AT 
THE BAR. 

To the Editor. 

Sir, 

The attention of the public is hap- 
pily drawn by some recent occur- 
rences to an evil ofgreat and growing 
magnitude, hitherto strangely unno- 
ticed ; 1 mean the licence of 
tongue indulged in by pleaders in 
courts of law. One and the same 
paper brought me the reports of two 
trials, in which Sir Richard Phillips 
as a witness, and yourself, Mr- Flow- 
er, as a plaintiff, were grossly abu- 
sed by two eminent counsellors, iq 
speeches of reply, to which, accord- 
ing to the customs of our courts, no 
answer could be given. The Attor- 
ney-General seemed to wish the jury 
to take the alternative of thinking 
Sir Richard a rogue , or a fool; and 
affected to ridicule his recent knight- 
bpod, (though Sir Vicary Gibbs’s 
own title is not much more ancient) 
conferred, upon him by- bis Majesty, 
at a matter of course* in honour of* 
the city of Juoqdpn, which 9U 


occasions be represents; and Ser- 
jeant Lens laboured to make it be- 
lieved that you, Sir, though falseljr 
and scandalously libelled by hfe 
client, the Rev. John Clayton, Juft. 
might have been justly charged xoith 
something with which you did not 
stand charged,— with having commit* 
ted a gross fraud , by which your mo- 
ther was reduced from affluence to 
beggary!* You, I rejoice to sce^ 
will defend your (I doubt not) much- 
injured character/; and Sir Richard 
will, 1 trust, shew by his continued 
exertions in behalf of the liberties of 
the city, that he despises insults, ex- 
cited solely by his zeal for the pun* 
ty of juries and the comfort of pri* 
soners. 

But I am anxious to enquire of 
any of your readers, learned in tht 
law, whether libels may be pro* 
nouncf d with impunity, under ahel* 
ter of a lpng robey in the courts of 
King's Bench, and. Common Pleas? 
—Whether a plaintiff who comes ilh 
to either of these cdurts for redress 

k • * • MorqJJhron. July jl, . 
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tit in rnjtity, 6f & WitrteSS ^hd a<- 
tertrfs them Hi consequence bf a sub- 

K , th tty bd insulted and slandered 
rase and cruCf mariner, by one 
fcbose pfofeSsfcm prateef* him flrorti 
enduifj* fcnrd prrosectirion ? 

Cmfoseflors*. iriay hate a personal 
tyforrel with a man rn Whose CuOSe 
tiwy Ate, pro or Coni engaged ; and 
are thejr it liberty to seize the op- 
portunity afforded them by the 
forms of Cotirfs, to indufge in aspe- 
rity and invective, iriartfcioOS irisinu- 
aftofts and rurnotrs accusations, a- 
gainst mdfvrduals who cannot be 
heard in reply, who must not cudgel 
tfrehr calumniator, and whose de- 
folice Of thefri$elVe$ cariiWt be made 
as public a t the attach, or at least 
Ant without considerable , pecuniary 
brtbet for oor tenaf public prints, 
which are s^id to makeoccasionalty 
wrfftrf foisfokes in their reports of 
law proceedings, hr order to draw 
forth golden explanations!’ 

A defendant in a bad cause, when 
he sees* be cannot cfcfend ait action, 
i»ay indeed, as in your case, instruct 
hfcr Counsel in his brief, to gratify 
*B& nfeflrce by loading a plaimitf with 
slander* anfd may reap the .advan- 
tage of convicted guilt, bringing foi- 
wafrd no evidence, arid speaking only 
hv pretended extenuation of bis of- 
fence, rn cluing a trial with a phi- 
lippic a^tirist a suitor for public jus- 
tice, hoping to make the desired 
itrtpresSion upon a Wearied judge, 
6t a Hungry jury. But is 1 a pleader 
justified in raking up false' charges, 
aud urging them with the vehemence 
°f angry eloquence ? Is he under 
hd resptmtfbittty ? Is' there rto Way 
of calling bim to account? 

The judge* i t may be said, will 
ifot suffer idle an^ irrelevant re- 
tfrbdch arid accusation ; but? does 
*He security of an honest man's cha- 
tterer depend in a Cotftt of justice 
vftwxhewatfefubieW' trp>ur\ and M- 
ftirtfatiff of cfurmcfivicfoal f There 
^fobi it is aifddgfctf tttec courisef ot\ 
op^tttWt side; Wif Cduntfrffafll 
rot. xt. 


ft toy be deaf or m*y fait, ftoni cither 
cdirses of doing their duty; and' 
their clrertts m Ay depend ori thid, 
that they one arhd all edre itlOfo for 
each other than for them. In the 
last resort, there is, ft fo true, the ju- 
ry; but allowing that juries, and 
Special juries, are always fairly se- 
lected and properly disposed, Who 
knows not that the fast speech which 
is pronounced 1 , like the ltfst book 
which is read, .makes ffie greatest 
impresriort? The elotjoCbCe of the 
bar has We kriotv the force 6f Con- 
founding where* ft does nbt convince; 
and the very hardihood of a mali- 
cious charge ofoto leads plain peo- 
ple, of which nrir fririeST gerieralfy 
consist , to conclade that it must Be 
trued 

f rfcspe'ct fhe British' laws';' f ad- 
mire ouY usual forms' of ad minis fef- 
irig justice ; and I only point out' a 
grievance uriefer which many of my 
fellow cifrzdntf groan, that' sortie one 
more ski] fat thatf myself may state 
or devisC a irtetlittd Of redress. If 
there bd such a niethod it should 
be publicly known ; if not', there 
ought fo be oiVe provided. Public 
trials by hurlest juries are the safe- 
guard of onr characters, liberties, 
arid lives, arid if behoves every- one 
anxious for the common weal in 
which his own safety and' comfort 
are included, to' See that this grand 
palladium, the bequest of our im- 
mortal* AlVUe'^, is not crumbled 
to dust by Chicanery, erecting a 
precedent to-drfy which shall be law 
to-morrow. 

Ait if no L I S it M AN. 

Londo n , . Attfr &. 

It* was by no means the inten- 
tion of the Editor again to introduce 
into the L^oLitiasl ilctfiezv, a master 
in. which he hi so personally con- 
cerned; but as a correspondent has 
taken it up on general grounds, and 
as one demanding the attention of 
the public* he war unwilling, to sup- 
ffesis the coq»rot}tf cation. 

M /• . 
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The Editor now begs leave to add , 
that having just read over the cop? 
of the proceedings in the action, 
Flower versus Clayton, be finds, 
the language of the defendant's coun- 
sel to be much stronger than that 
quoted by an Englishman, and 
consequently that it tends still more 
forcibly to illustrate his observations. 
The assertion made in a court of jus- 
tice, by Mr.. Serjeant Lens, was as 
follows : — 44 That the plaintiff’s mo- 
f * ther had been by him swindled 
M out of her whole fortune, and 
“ driven to beggary !"— a false 
malignant, and diabolical assertion, 
truly worthy of those who had in- 
vented and circulated the charge of 
forgery against one near relative, 
and of perjury against another ! 
The authors and propagators of all 
these falsehoods, were perfectly con- 
scious that they could pioduce no 
evidence to substantiate any one of 
them;— that there was nothing illegal 
in any part of the conduct of the 
plaintiff; that his mother so far 
from being 44 driven to beggary," 
had, at the period alluded, to nearly 
300 /. < per annum, and that at her 
death her property amounted to 
8000 /. Should the Editor be able 
to trace, on legal evidence, the au- 
thor of this latter falsehood, he 
pledges himself, to appeal once more 
to the justice of his country against 
the attacks of those, who have for 
many years past been stabbing him 
in the dark, but whose unprincipled 
career is at length checked by the 
Verdict of a jury l 

Harlow, Aug* 16. 


ACCOUNT OF SPAlt*. 


‘ Sir, \ ' 

The clear and impartial account 
of the leading events that have lately 
occurred in Spain, given in the last 
.number of your valuable publica- 
tion, must 1 presume have given 
great satisfactloq to a llVj^uY rea- 


ders; and if you continue the plan 
which you have so judiciously begun, 
your work will be of inestimable 
value ; for, if we may judge from 
the present temper of all our news- 
paper writers, a faithful history of 
Spanish affaiis will be a great 
rarity. Wishing to assist you in 
enabling the public to form, a right 
judgment respecting the probable 
resul t of the present contest in Spain, 
and of the benefit which the inhabi - t 

tants may expect from a revolution j 
that seem* inevitable , I have taken 
the liberty of communicating a few 
particulars, respecting the political 
and moral state of Spain, taken from j 
the most intelligent writers and tra» j 
vellers, that have published their j 
sentiments on this subject, at the , 
latest period preceding the present 
commotions. 

Spain is computed by most wri- 
ters to contain 1 1,000,000 of inhabi- 
tants; but Feyjov, a Spanish wri- 
ter, estimates the population atonly 
9,250,000., It contains 144,filo 
square miles, which, taking the 
larger estimate of its population, 
leaveabout76 inhabitants tpasquare 
mile; while France, yields 178, and 
England 169 ! This striking defeat 
of population in a country formerly 
the most populous in Europe, has 
excited considerable attention, and 
has been partly ascribed to the nu- 
merous emigrations to America, 
and partly to the indolence of the ) 
natives, who will not labour to raise 
food for their families ; but un- 
doubtedly the cause must be looked 
for in the despotism of the govern- 
ment, and the power of the eccle- 
siastics. , 

In Spain and Portugal the roman 
catholic religion has been carried 
to a pitch, of fanaticism unknown to 
the Italian states, or even in. the I 
papal territory, The inquisition has, 
in these unhappy kingdoms, been 
invested with .exorbitant power, and 
has produced the most ruinous ef- 
fects. , 7hii| .^vil has been recent/ 
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robdued in a considerable degree ; vourabfe opportunity' of ettimaling , 
but one fanatic reign would suffice the characters and manners of the 
to revive it. A yet greater evil, inhabitants, that there is as little 
which has sprung from fanaticism, true moral religion in Spain , as in 
is the destruction of morals ; for any country under heaven. 
the monks being extremely nume- The fanaticism of the Spaniards, 
rous, and human passions ever the their absurd confidence in the inter- 
same, those ascetics atone for the cession of saints, and their childish 
want of marriage by the practice of and foolish partiality to relics, are 
adultery , and the husbands from almost beyond belief. In Catalonia 
dread of the inquisition are con- every company of artisans, and every 
strained to connive at this enormous ship that sails, is under the imme- 
abuse. The conscience is seared by diate protection of some patron.; 
the practice of absolution ; and the Besides folio volumes, jvhich testify 
mind becomes reconciled to the the innumerable miracles performed 
strangest of all phenomenons, theo- by our Lady in Montserrat; every 
retie piety and practical vice, united subordinate shrine is loaded with 
in bonds almost indissoluble !* votive tablets. This has been the 

According to the returns made parent of presumption, and among 
to the government, a few years ago, the merchants has brought many 
the Spanish clergy stand as follows, families to want. The corapkniea 

Parochial clergy 16,689 of insurance in the American war. 

Assistants . 5,771 having each of them its favourite 

Sextons (Sacristans) • . • .* • •’ 10,873 saint y such as San Ramon de Pena - 
wl,oa8sl8tat R forte. La Virgtn de la mercea, and 
Ordmadosde p.trimonio, having ’ others, associated in form by atfi- 
a patrimony of three reals a c ^ es partnership, and named in 

day 13,244 every policy of insurances and ha- 

Ordinados de mittores, with in- * ving, with the must scrupulous 

ferior officers 10,774 exactness, allotted to them their 

Canons of Cathedrals, called correspondent dividend, the same 

M^f"c efiCiad ° 6 * ‘ # as to any other partner, they con- 

Nuns . . ! .is!!!.! 321500 eluded, that, with such powerful 

Beatas ! ! ! ! ! !...!!!! 1*130 associates, it was not possible for 
Syodics, persons who collect for them to suffer loss! Under this 

the Mendicants 4,127 persuasion, they ventured, about 

Inquisitors 2,705 the year 1799, to insure the French 

. i~“7 West-Indiamen at fifty per cept. 

9 8,6 when the English and Dutch had 

The Archbishoprics are 8 ; bish- ™ fu8 ? d f il « 

optics 46. The most opulent see is thl8 . frttal 8trokc 8,1 “ ,e ,nsunn 8 
that of Toledo, which is supposed compan.es, except two, were ruined, 
to yield annually 100,0001.* Thus, The government of Spain, as is well 
taking the larger estimate ofpopu- known, is the most despotic in Eo- 
lation before mentioned, the eccle- rope; the nobility enjoy great pn- 
siastics and persons holding offices ^eges: no S randee can be appre- 
under the church in Spain are, in bended for any crime without an 
proportion to the whole population, order from the king. The Cortes, 
as I to 58 nearly! And notwith- °r par laments, which formerly, 
standing this host of clergy, it is especially in Castille, had greater 

allowed by all who have had a fa- P ow ? r and P r,,ele g ei ‘ ha V h J 0Se °f 
J England, are now abolished, add, 

* Pinkerton, f Townsend. no vestige of liberty, to guard the 
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PMfb f«w 'fbe Ogrnmpy of Mnic 
sapirinrs, ii, faund *0 eci* in ibip 
owi frM and ioAtpiadent canaCf f, 
1 will cpncUdt, Mr* Edkor, hf 
asking, is it tins gattBraareftt, and 
tins system of religion, that Fa are 
called open to stretch canty uetvu 
to support $ Is it pupabt* that bitar 
dreds. of thousands of fura ore, at 
tkus taoMwent in arms, eager ti> risk 
every thing they bold dear; nay, to 
sacrifice their Tory lives, for the. 
preservation of a political anf) relit 
gjou* tyranny, not lass degrading to 
tbarasaf vos,thaa disgraceful to human 
• ngtare l Yos^if wo may. believe 
their manifestoes, the Spanish pn* 
triots are fighting in behalf of such 
g government, and such a religion ! 
L?t os hope, h a*/ ever, that they 
are actuated by other motives. 
that the pure flame of rational 
liberty inflames their breasts, and 
animates their courage ; then rimy 
Will not only merit, hpi obtain the 
applause of the present and future 
generations. 

Ymiw respectfully, 
London, Aug 16 . §. 


IM¥<W?AWC^ 9 f«WC 4 TIQN. 

Mft, 

Jg the Igst number oiynuf valuable 
HegiHer, you h^vc laid before yuur 
radars, $ plcasmg and interesting 
pspqf of the vgry tyudub|e 
and ample prpv4si<u\ which the pen- 
p,W of Awerjq^, haye made for tht? 
proper eduction tit' tbyir youth. 
ItiQngK howevyr, to bq kpovy^, 
thgt this \r\ty and sglumry.provibicoy 
has \<w established by thu 
C^Jonjits, $nd therefore may b£ 
Considered ^ one of their fiiuda- 
ig^n^l l^vvs. “ Qur fathers 'says 
4 ‘ a very ingenious A meri c 40 uu tb $r ) 
14 ma,d? up wly provision ^ la zq, 
44 that qv^ry to.vyn consisting of— T7P- 
m jnhubitunt* should be. aljwgys fpr- 
“ pished with a grammar school 
*\ Tbpjr m^ 4 a itaurinw to ^ 


44 Uwji |o dwbUHe of * gchhaU 
M master for a few jaootb*. and 
“ snbjaetvd if to a iieayy penalty j 
44 s# that the education of gif raukf 
4 * of papplcj was mi* flte care and 
44 eapanyn of tbu public in a manner 
4 > unknown to any pthc* ppppfo. 
44 sort? nt of modern,” Up«>n this 
quotation, a must omwool* patron 
«rf our own COMfifry thus decants in 
a letter to g vary r^peytvNa Awa-». 
rkan :*r“ To this, your vbpte spirit 
44 js owing; and with tOC . |bp slaugb* 
44 trr of ten thousand pi your wismr. 
44 stnutesf man, would be a lew 
“ calamity, than thu daeuuctioo of 
44 this low V* 

It is much to be strutted that a 
law similar |o the abevu has not 

been eoened in this ooupury. Tbs 
want of it is generally a?km*wl*dgwb 
and severely felt ; end bn this Uul 
defect, the numerous crimat, and 
cnpind punishments we daily beaf 
of, may be chiefly* ascribed, A 
striking proof of the truth of this re* 
mark may be found in the last nu^ 
her of that respectable ipi>P e Huny 
the Monthly Magaain? 5 by which 
i* appears that among the felons ifi 
Newgate, out of 1 §2 only 25 per* 
sous could write legibly, %6 very 
imperfectly, and the remainder, vij 
|Q1 made crosses or other mark) I 
also that got mort than about & in 
10 among them could oead with flu- 
«noy, or so as to b« properly undfi* 
stood. 

Now, although I cannot agree 
with those who attribute the \icel 
and unexampled profligacy of our 
common people, entirely:* tp tfcei* 
ignorance, yet no/ doubt the want 
Of 3 sui t a b le ed u c a t i o tt has a ver^ 
alarming share in rendeuing theu^ 
so dvpraveid. If this wpre not tha 
c^e, wh^ do. the society of friendsj 
called in derision c|U!*kers, excel vo 
hpoou^rably all other class#* of thetY 
couptrymen, ip decorum, prpbity* 
and gppd morals? Nay f> what w 

• Vid< HoUi^G^p itUw* 
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jtt more to tfce point, why do the 
people called methodists, whose 
converts are often mode put of 
classes notoriously abandoned, be- 
come sober, faithful and virtuous 
by being subjected tp a strict regu- 
lar discipline, apd required to hear 
the gospel read and preachvd to 
than frequently, and with apparent 
zeal and earnestness } Quakers, 
methodists, and others stigmatized 
bv bigots with the title of sectarics % 
or other insulting nick names, at- 
tend tp the education of their youth, 
and train them up in the habits of 
sobriety and moral virtue. Their 
preachers too, consider it as a mo- 
mentous duty to inspect their fl(*cks; 
keep up very regular disci pi in© a- 
moug them ; and to oppose and pro- 
test against all appearances of open 
vice and immorality. A good 
foundation being thus laid, the 
superstructure is answerable,' and 
the whole fobric exhibits a striking 
appearance of symmetry and sta- 
bility. Although k may be accused* 
of wanting candour, yet I am not 
deterred thereby from expressing 
my belief that if the above 152 per- 
sons had been asked to what religions 
denomination they considered them- 
selves as chiefly attached, by far 
the greater number would have de- 
<dar?4 themselves to belong, to the 
national church, and that they 
willing ta give a lively, $pu 
riled prop! of it when sq required, 
by pulling down or burping a houses 
a chapel either at Birmingham , „ 
^ elsewhere ! They would like- 
probably add, " you ackoow- 
ledge 4is for members by appointing 
U* a chaplain of your own pevsua- 
rion, aed above all by giving us. th* 
tftcrament previous to our exit at 
Ae fatal tree or drop V’ 
fert I will pursue this subject no 
wther at present, my principal 
design being to furnish you with a 
striking detached extracts ou 
the subject of education, from Han- 
m ik* v/ipoftomt qf 


of Education. & . ^01 

tfo rising Generation* By inaertixy^ 
them in your excellent periodical 
work, you will oblige. 

Your constant reader, 

a rata wo to vutTt/». v 
Aygutt 3‘d. 

“ $ince it is obvious that tba 
happiness of our country depend* 
in a great degiee on the civilization 
of the common people, and that 
this results from a due sense of hu- 
manity and religion ; — -since those 
who are most grossly illiterate are 
the most dangerously abandoned ; 
it follows, that from religious, a9 
well as political motives we ought 
to be careful of the maxims ns 
adopt in regard to the comraou peo- 
ple. It is unhappily past contra- 

diction, that many of the lowest 
classes are extremely defective in 
knowledge of their duty to God; and 
as a natural effect of this, equally 
so, in regard to man. From tbi* 
cause great evils spring up, and 
greater still must follow. Not con- 
trouled by reason, not cultivated, 
and rendered subservient to self-, 
preservation, and being like the 
Hydra, a many-headed monster, 
when once let loose ; the question 
is, whether it be necessary to consi- 
der of such preventive measures as 
are calculated for t heir happ mesa as 
well as our own. 

* Nothing surely can be mare 
obvious than that we ought to cony 
sider the practice of morality as tha 
basis of religion, and religion ax the 

maiu prop of government. If 

there is a God ; if the soul is immor- 
tal ; if there is a state of reward* 
and punish meats after death— if 
we believe in our hearts these great 
articles of the Christian faith, w a 
certainly are bound by all the ties 
of duty to the father of mankind, ta 
provide the means of instructing, his 
children our felLow creatures. If 
they are the poor, they are placed 
immediately under our protection i 
audltaving the commands. of heaven* 
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tost 

asilhei reside, If we slight or neglect 
tiffevtfj we J rebel against' divine au- 
thority. The sbiils of the poor are 
precious in trie yight of God ! They 
like the rich t dlepead on society for 
the, means* of knowledge : it is ner 
cessary therefore, they should be 
tatu^ht' w%et Gbd requires of them. 
-■ — — in England, and yet more in 
Scotland! it will be found that the 
common, people are in general so 
much the better subjects as they 
know the value of their religion, 
laws and liberty, because these are 
in their nature intrinsically valuable. 

“ Liberty, joined to ignorance, 
creates impatience of controul ; and 
this is but another name for disobe- 
dience to laws, whether human or 
divine ; and a free state, may be 
more easily undone by a blind, im- 
moral ferocity of manners, than by 
any other means. Neither the ele- 
vation, nor depression of a state is* 
usually affected by sudden changes, 
or violent concussions, but in a gra- 
dual manner, and as the minds of 
the people are more Or less inclined 
to virtue! If then we wish to 


transmit down to posterity a glorious 
plan of liberty and rational govern- 
ment, we should' teach the young 
that the fear of God is the beginning 
of wisdom. For if they do not fear 
God, neither will they fear man; 
and their rulers in common with 
their fellow subjects will be indiffe- 
rent to them ; they will treat them 
all with contempt and derision, and 
if at length a total anarchy ensues— 
FAREWELL TO LIBERTY! 

“ On the other hand, if the name 
of Christian fills the heart of the poor 
man with gladness, and we wish to 
make every man obedient to the laws 
of his country, and as happy as he 
can be in his station, let every poor 
child of both sexes read, that they 
may be so much the better informed 
of w hat they are so much concerned 
to know. To decline teaching them, 
is in <; fleet to with -hold this know- 
ledge ; and to do this, seems to be 
a manifest violation of their rights, 
pot 6hly as members of a free slate, 
but as they are born in a Christian 
country,". 


REVIEW OF BOOKS. 


Memoirs of the Life of Col. Hut chin- 

* son, 4-c. 

[Conduded from Vol . II. P . 364.] 

In two of our former numbers we 
presented to our readers several ex- 
tracts from this interesting work,, 
principally relating to the character 
of Coh Hutchinson as pour frayed by 
his nearest relative, the fair and ac- 
complished historian. We now pro- 
ceed to the history of the times in 
which the Colonel flourished, as one 
of the champions on the side of the 
people against the tyrant Charles 
I. who must by the impartial, ever 
bfe deemed the principal cause of the 
tiivil war, and of the Calamities which 
m consequence afflicted the king- 
dom. We are sorry that our nar- 


row limits will only permit us t# 
make one or two extracts ; but these 1 
will enable our readers to judge of 
the degree of respect due to the 
fair historian. * 

The following description of tbe 
principal parties which divided the 
kingdom in the reign of James I. is 
as spirited as it is impartial. - i 

“ The King hid upon his heart the 
dealings both of England and Scotiarid 
with his mother, and harboured a secrete 
desire of revenge upon tbe godly in both 
nations, yet had not courage enough* to 
assert his resentment irke a prince, but 
employed a wicked cunning he was mas?, 
ter of, and culled king-craft, to under- 
mine what he durst not openly oppose, 
the true religion : this was fenced with’ 
the liberty of the people, and s^JiokSF 
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togetbaMfral ,’tw aa impesiibks ta ntb 

them slaves till they were brought to be 
idolators of royalty/ and glorious. lust, 
and as impossible to make them adore > 
these gods while they continued loyal 
to the government of Jesus Christ. 

“ The payment of civil! obedience to 
the king and the laws of the land satis- 
fied not ; if any durst dispute his impo- 
sitions in the worship of God, he was 
presently reckoned. among the seditious, 
and disturbers of the publick peace, and 
accordingly persecuted : if any were 
grieved at tlie dishonour of tiie king- 
dom or the griping of the poor, or the 
uniust oppressions of the subject, by a 
thousand wayc9, invented to maintalne 
thr* riotts of the courtiers and the swarms 
of needy Scotts the king had brought in 
to devoure like locusts the plenty of this 
land, he was a Puritane: if any, out of 
mere morallity and civill honesty, dis- 
countenanced the abominations of those 
days, he was a puritane, however he 
conformed to their superstitious wor- 
ship : if any shewed favour to any godly 
honest person, kept them company, re- 
liev’d them in want, or protected them 
against violent or uniust oppression, he 
was a puritane: if any gentleman in 
his country maintain’d the good lawes 
of the land, or stood up for any publick 
interest, for good order or government, 
he was a puritane: in short, all that 
crost the viewes of the needie courtiers, 
the proud encroaching priests, the theev- 
ish protectors,, the lewd nobillity and 
gentrie, whoever was zealous for God’s 
glory or worship, could not endure 
blasphemous oathes, ribbald conversa- 
tion, prophane scoffes, sabbath breach, 
derision of the word of God, and thp 
like; whoever could endure a sermon , 
modest habit t or conversation , or anie- 
thing good, all these were pur it ones ; and 
rfpuritanes , then enemies to the king 
*nd his government, seditious, factious 
hipocrites , ambitious disturbers of the 
public peace, and finally, the pest of the 
kingdome: 9uch false logick did the 
children of dhrknessc use to argue with 
Against the / hated children of light, 
whom they branded besides as an illite- 
rate, morose, melancholy, discontented, 
craz’d sort of mep, not fitt for human? 
Conversation ; as such they made them 
not only the sport of the pulpitt/which 
was become but fi more solcrtine sort of 
Wage, but every stage, and 'every table, 
and* every pUppett-play, belcht forth 
Pfophane scoffes upon them, the eftonk- 


(f Col flutdwisotu 

arris made them their fongg, all fidler* 

and mimicks learnt to abpse them, ** 
finding it the most gajuefulj way of fool- 
ing. Thus the twp factions id those 
dayes grew up to greete heightfis and! 
enmities, one against the othfer, whilb 
the Papist wanted not industry aodsub- 
tilty to blow the coals between* them; 
and was so successful! that, unless? the 
mercy pf God confound theipt by their 
owne imaginations, wee may iustly fear? 
they will at last ohtane their full wish. 

“ But to deale impartially, wee must, 
with sadnesse enough, conftsse, that the 
wolfe came into the fold in atheepc’f 
clothing, and wrought more slaughter 
that way among the lambs, then I** 
could have done in his^owne skin ; for 
it is true that many of witt and parts, 
discontented, when they could dot ob- 
teinc the preferments, their ambition 
gaped at, would declare themselves of 
the puritane party, and such were 
either bought off, or, if the adversary 
would not give their price, seduced 
their devout hearers, sometimes into, 
undiscrcetc opposition, to worke out 
their owne revenge, others that had 
neither learning, nor friends, nor oper- 
tunities to arrive to any preferremeuts, 
would put on a forme of godlinesse, 
finding devout people that way so libe- 
ral 1 to them, that they could not hope 
to enrich themselves so much any other 
way. Some that had greater art and 
parts, finding there was no inconsider~ 
able gaine to he made of the simple de- 
votion of men and wcomen, applied 
their witts to it, and collected great 
summes for the advancement of the t** 
ligious interest, of which they convert- 
ed much to their own private ns?s. 
Such as these tempted the people of 
God to endeavour to shelter themselves 
in humane policies, and found out wayes, 
by bribes and other not lease indirect 
courses, to procure patroncs at ^courtj 
and to sett up against the prelates with; 
countermines and other engines, which 
being of man’s framing, were all at last, 
broken. 

“ The puritane party being weak and 
oppress’d had not faith epOugb to dis-* 
owne 1 all that adhered to- them for 
worldly interests, and indeed it requir’d 
more then humane wisedom to discerns 
at the least all of them, wherefore they, 
in their low condition, gladly accepted 
any that would come over to them, or 
cncline towards them; and their ene- 
mies> throQghentte at them Augmented 
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flndvtMr party, while, with inlurie# 
tad reproaches, they drote many that 
never intended it, to take that party ; 
which i* rtie end got nothing but confu- 
sion by those additions. While these 
parties were thus counter-working, the 
tvaasttre of the kingdome being wasted 
by C6Uf*i~tdterfril(ars t and parliaments 
culled to re-supply the royall coffers, 
therein there wanted not some, tlrat re* 
tcin'd so much of the English spirit, as 
to represent the pubiick grievances, 
wild desire to call the corrupt ministers 
of state to ad account; but tliC king, 
grudging that his people should dare 16 
game* ay his pleasure, and correct his 
toisgovernment, in his favourites, broke 
tip parliaments, violated their pririU 
ledges, imprison'd their members lor 
things "spoken in the house, and gred 
disaffected to them, and entertain'd 
protects of supplie by other grievance* 
of the people. Tire prelates in the 
mean time, finding they lost ground, 
m'Cdrtafed reunion with the popish fac- 
tion, who began 10 be air a pretty agree- 
ment with them ; and now there was 
r*r more endeavour in their pubiick 
sermons, to confute the errors of that 
church, but to reduce our doctrines and 
tfieirs to swi accommodation : the king, 
to bring it about was deluded into the 
treaty of a match for his sonne with 
the frffiihta of. Spalne; and the Prince, 
wifb the Dukeor Buckingham, privately 
sent into Spay ne, from whence hedifii- 
ouUly came back, but to the g reate re- 
myciAg of the whole people in general!, 
wW were - much afiiictcdat his going 
tkther.” 

'the, folkwing account of the 
rotuidheack one amongst mar- 

%vy instances, although the Co- 

lonel and his Fady were persons of 
deep and unfoigned piety, they were ■ 
not ijisensible of the follies of the 
'deacKiii nation of which they were 
the professed inemh^r^. 

^ This name of Roundhead commiog 
•so opcytnmtiy hv, 1 sliaik make a little 
digtcssiai* \<\ tell how itenme up. When, 
parieanisme grrw into a faction, the 
laakrfts ettatiogoieht them *t lives, both 
mttt and wmon, Uy semerali affisetn- 
ti Me of habitt, fcookes,; anuk wards, 
which bad it; bene a veatt declension of 
•faulty* and embracing of sobriety m> all 
Jdwee things, had be&e> attat'Crnninond- 
4pblejn,thew; their quick fersateag 


of those things, when fhe£ 
they would be, shewed diet they eHRCf 
aerer tobke litem ap fot Conscience, W 
were etorhijitejl bt their prosperity to 
lake up those vafite throws they mrfst 
not practise frnder persecution. Atduftj 
other affected hnbltw, fow of the puri- 
tanes, what degree soever they were of, 
wore their haire long enough to. cover 
their Cares, and the ministers artd ma- 
ny others cut tt close round their heads, 
with so many little peaVcs, as was 
something ridiculous to behold ; where- 
upon Cleaveland, it! his Hue and £ri* 
after them, begins, “ With haryre in 
Characters artd Loggs in Teat, cbc."^* 
From this customer of wearing their 
haires, that mtme of Roundhead be- 
came the scomefull teritie given to the 
whole parliament party; whose army 
indeed nrmrcht out -SO, but as if they 
had bene sent oflt only fill their hair* 
was gfowne : two or three venres aftet 
any stranger that had seen* theta, would 
have enquir'd tire reason oif that name. 
It was very ill applied to Mr. Hutchin- 
son, who having naturally 'a very fine 
thicksett head of haire, kept it dean 
and handsome, so that it wss a great® 
Ornament to him* Although the* godly 
of those dayes, when he embrac'd their, 
party, would not allow hini to Ire reli- 
gious because his haire was not hr their 
cult, nor his words iff their phrslze; nor 
such little fonnallitiCs altogether fitted 
to their humor, who were many of them 
so weak* as to esteem* rather for' stfch 
insignificant circumstances, then for & 
lid wiadome, piety, cod courage, Which 
brought rcaliayd and honor to ffiefr 
party ; but as Mr. Hutchinson eftos* 
not them, but the God they serv'd, and 
file truth and 1 rfgltteousrtcsse they <ft^’ 
fended*, so dhf not their weaknesses,* 
censures, ingratitude, and discouraging 
k behaviour, with which he was abun- 
dantly etfercis'cf&H his life, make him 
forsake then* in arty thing wherein they, 
adhered to itrfet and honorable principle 
or practizes, butf wficnr they apostatis'd 
from these; node cast them off with 
greater indignation, ’ how shining soevef 
tlie profession w*r* that guilt, not a, 
temple of living grgee, facta tomb which 
only Held rlrc caV^jas* of iieiigion . 0 

Tire ehatactdr ofCHAiktl# 1. ft 
drawn with greater impartiality tfcah 
by most of our bistou&w wko haa* 
arranged ihwwcW** iatk*two | *P~ 

• posit* part**, T)m ifcoeufftef dips 
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part which Col. Hutchinson took in 
the trial of the king « remarkable 
for h* grand and affecting style: 
whatever opinion may be formed of 
the conduct of the Colonel on this 
awful occasion, every friend to inte- 
grity arruf piety nrust be forcibly im- 
pressed with the following solemn 
observations - 

“ As for Mr. Hutchinson, although 
he was very much confirmed in his judg- 
ment concerning the cause, yett here 
being called to an extraordinary action, 
whereof many were of several minds, 
he address’d himself taOod by prayer, 
desiring the Lord, that if through any 
humane frailty he were led into any er- 
ror or false opinion in those greate trans- 
actions, he would open his eies, and 
Hot suffer him to proceed., but that he 
would confirms his spiritt in the truth, 
and lead him by a right-enlightened 
conscience; and finding no check, but 
t confirmation in his conscience, that it 
was his duty to act as he did, he upon 
serious debate, both privately, and in 
his addresses to God, and in conferen- 
ces with conscientious, upright, unbi- 
assed persons, proceeded to sign the 
sentence against the ting/* 

The account of the base treatment 
the Colonel received from the royal 
party, the violation of the public 
f*ith in h» case, and the mean and 
unprincipled conduct of Clarendon 
withe occasion, is followed by an 
account of the latter days of the 
Colonel spent in prison, and of the 
Christian fortitude and tranquility 
Which characterised his closing scene; 
In the perusal of which, together 
yrith that of the Memoirs in general, 
ft is not easy to determine which is 
roost to be admired, the' character 
held up to view, or the writer by 
*hom it i$ described' 

We are happy to find that so in- 
teresting a work has within the short 
•P«Ce of a few months reached a se- 
cond edition ; and we sincerely hope 
H will excite the attention in parti- 
cular of the female sex ; they will 
ro the perusal perceive, that the cul- 
tivation of the mind is by no means 
incompatible with tbe acquirements 
rodispensible in dbmtttic life ; that 
VOL. XV. 


the respectability of tbe sex consists 
—-not in ignorance which renders 
them incapable of conversing with 
men of sense ; nor in acquiring 
vitiated sentiments from the innu- 
merable volumes of modern trash 
published under the name of Novels, 
but in duly furnishing their minds 
with useful knowledge ; that while 
they are duly attentive to the prac- 
tical duties of family economy, they 
may be enabled to join in conversa- 
tion tending to promote instruction 
the most important, and entertain* 
raent the most rational. 

A letter to the Prince of Wales. By 
W. A . Miles, Esq . 

[Concluded from Vol. Ill \ P, 366.] 
After the reflections on the system 
generally adopted during the pre- 
sent reign inserted in a former Re- 
view, Mr. Miles proceeds to state a 
variety of particulars, the most im- 
portant of which aresupported by au- 
thentic documents, which afford a 
melancholy display of the extreme 
depravity of courtiers and statesmen, 
some of whom have at times been 
loud in their professions of patrio- 
tism. Mr. Burke it appears was re- 
warded with pensions to the amount 
of upwards of 80001. a year, exclu- 
sive of a profit of 30,0001. which 
he realised by the sale of two other 
pensions. The famous Mr. Reevt* g 
the grand informer and state inqui- 
sitor, of association memory, under 
the reign of Mr. Pitt, and whose Ik 
Jbel on the constitution was condem- 
ned by a vote of the house of Cun • 
mons, enjoys emoluments of office 
to the amount of 40001. a year ! — 
Respecting the grants to a late ex- 
iled prince, our author observes, 
“ His Majesty in his great goodness 
“ (and it is easy to be munificent 
“ with such means) recommended 
“ that a provision should be made 
“ for the late Stadtholder of Holland, 
“ whose wretched career had been 
“ one continyod warfare with all the 
“ decencies of life, and 60 , 0001 . in 
o 
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44 tepdy money, and. 15*0001. per 
44 annum were voted by parliament 
44 to this personage. 1 do not know 
f‘ what claim he could possibly have 
44 on the munificence or gratitude 
11 of this country, but from the 
44 papers in my possession, he seems 
44 to have been well intitled to a halter 
f 4 in his own ! ri — On the article of 
Secret Service Money , Mr. Miles 
affirms that Mr. Wickham drew for 
theepormous sum of s$ven hun* 
DREN THOUSAND POUNDS during 
his mission in Switzerland, the ob- 
ject of which was to endeavour by 
means of the French emigrants to 
bring about a counter revolution in 
France : some curious anecdotes 
are related which serve to shew the 
•various means taken to accomplish 
this darling wish of the minister, 
and how miserably be was duped by 
those whom Mr. Miles terms 44 poli- 
tical swindlers/' 

On the subject of the late war our 
author has produced much authentic 
evidence, which proves that this 
country was guilty of 44 a wanton 
aggression/' and that the melancholy 
Consequences are to be imputed to 
its- guilty promoter Mr. Pitt, who 
acted in this respect, as in many 
Others, contrary to his own judg- 
ment; 1>ut the love of place proved pa- 
ramount toevery other consideration. 

Although the Prince of Wales is 
panegyrised by our author on ac- 
count of his talents and virtues, yet 
the Irtfdr is characterised by great 
freedom of language ; and his royal 
highness is reminded of some tre- 
meitdops truths, which we trust he 
will diily attend to. , /JTfic conse- 
quences of a perseverance in the 
system which has generally prevailed 
during the past forty years, are 
predicted in language which must, 
appal "every man who is not sunk in 
ignorance or vice, or who is not in- 
terested in the support of, war and cor- 
ruption, or fattening on the spoils 
Of his country. 

The letter i* followed by* a Copious 


Appendix, containing a variety of 
documents many of them original 
and curious. The following infers 
to the assertion made in the letter, 
that “ in the infancy of the French 
revolution it was ijfitimatec} 0( to Mr. 
Pitt, that he must either war with 
France or resign” 

1 41 This extraordinary occurrence hap- 
pened in 1791. — I speak from a perfect 
knowledge of the circumstance ; and as 
those who had a share in giving that 
mischievous advice, and those who were 
concerned in communicating the alter- 
native of 44 war with France , or resig- 
nation^ to the consideration of the. 
minister, are yet in existence, I dare 
them to deny the fact. — The country is 
not yet apprized of the full extent of 
its obligations to some ot the parties ; 
but as canning, in this' instance, has 
completely over-reached itself, as cun- 
ning is apt to do, and the season of re- 
flection seems to be returning — we shall 
then see of what materials that some- 
thing behind the throne, 44 which is 
greater than the throne itself f is com- 
posed, and with what firmness he will 
meet the united indignation of an abused 
sovereign add a ruined pebple. — At the 
period at which it was intimated to Mr. 
Pitt, that he must wdr with France , or 
resign , thd French revolution was in its 
cradle— it had scarcely peeped over the 
Boulevards at Paris ; . the ablest of its 
leaders,* the roan the most likely to 
look beyond the Rhine, the Channel, 
or thfe Pyrennees, and whose mind was 
as comprehensive as it was enterprising, 
was decidedly for preserving the rela- 
tions of peace and enmity , arid as he at 
that rime swayed the public wpiniohv 
and France hailed him for The moment 
as one of her deliverers, he aimed*-* 
(I speak from a knowledge of thte fact, 
being at the time on the spot, and in 
the habits bf daily intercourse with him) 
—to preserve peace, and to avoid every 
thing* even in public debate, that might 
givd offtnree to foreign powers— conse- 
quently the intimation was made to Mr* 
Pitt, to War or resign, before any uftfr* 
brnge could postobly have been - £i?en 
to our government, or hay Mlitfnal 
alarm excited in a mind not vitiated or 
deranged. * W hat share the prospect of 
admiralty droitt to ait enormous t* 
mount, with the rich harvest Of ft- hesty 

, \ * v ^Ioi)s^15lirabeaul‘ . / 
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war expenditure In these who wdt 

know how to reap, may hare ha<jl in a 
resolve so injudicious in the first in- 
stance^ and that has proved So fatal 
in its progress, is unnecessary to cn- 

2 wire : it wilt be snfficient to observe, 
iat if Mr. Pitt had possessed that dig- 
nity of mind- which marked the splendid 
career of his immortal father; if he 
could trWve forgotten the treasury and 
all its appurtenances, and looked resign 
nation fully in the face, with half tho 
effrontery he braved his opponents in 
the house ofCommons, his descent from 
power would only have been momen- 
tary — his return the proud triumph of 
public opinion ! — Public opinion, on 
some occasions is decisive impatient 
of delay, it displays its terrific energies; 
and when its justice is as obvious as its 
voice is potent,- it hears down with irre- 
sistible force the insolent clamours of 
cabal, and even prerogative, if it has 
the folly to thrust itself between the 
caprice of authority and the public 
good. If the public virtue of Mr. Pitt 
had borne any proportion to the great 
occasion which called for its best exer- 
tions— if failing in his respectful repre- 
sentations to the throne, to convince 
his abused and royal master that he 
Was ill advised, that the counsel he 
had received was no less dangerous to 
his crown than to the interests of the 
fiation, and that the paramount consi- 
deration of public duty left him no 
alternative but to resign, he would have 
fixed himself for ever in the hearts of 
the king and people, and saved his 
sovereign from dishonor; — his country 
from destruction— But the mind of Mr. 
Pitt was not equal to such an effort— 
hil pigmy ambition soared no higher 
than to office. The book of vacancies 
^as far more important in his estima- 
tion than the interests of the empire, 
or the destiny of nations; and his loyalty 
to the Country gave way to his loyalty 
to an individual. The love of peace, 
which he had before avowed as essential 
to the accomplishment of his plans of 
finance* was lost in his love of patron- 
age— all the difficulties of a contest with 
a vast and powerful nation, with whose 
^character and resources he was totally 
igndrant, instantly vanished, as soon 
as he became apprised of the terms on 
which be was to remain minister, and 
the statesman was lost in tlie place naan.” 

One more document on a very im- 
portant subject, the dangerous and 


abused prerogative of th^ crowti in 
making war, must conclude this 
article. 

“ The subversion of empires has been 
accomplished with less difficulty ihan 
removing a pauper to his parish, and 
kings are made to appear and disappear 
with as much facility, and with as little, 
Ceremony, as if they were puppets in 
galantee shew. Whence has arisen all 
this degradation of kings, this subversion 
of empires, and these wonderful revo* 
lutions, not only in states, “in Laws, 
morals, and religion, but in our fraqie 
and turn of mind ? — will all these mira- 
cles, accomplished without supernatural 
aid, eventually produce happiness to 
mankind, or bind them in eternal servi- 
tude to despotism ! It is an senigma, 
and time alone can solve the riddle. Is 
our destiny fixed, or is the, interval to 
be a state of probation ; if the latter, 
what are our prospects? — Tf the for- 
mer, what are the sufferings we are 
destined to endure ?— Who dare con- 
template the one, who can describe tho 
other ?— What has produced this dread- 
ful state of things, this moral derange- 
ment of the universe, in which kings 
and kingdoms arc held as cheap, and 
as little account, as paper kites, or any 
other baby toy?— The war, that scourge 
of humanity, has produced all those 
terrific changes, and though an afflic- 
tion so severe, and of this wonderful 
extent, has never before visited man- 
kind, yet the evils resulting from a 
state of warfare, have always Vceij.of 
sufficient magnitude to have rendered 
it a question with honest men 6f plain 
common sense, how far it was consis- 
tent with the interests of society, oi» 
necessary to its preservation, that the 
power ot declaring war should reside 
with any individual, whatever may be 
his wisdom or his discretion ? Scourged 
by disasters into reflections ofthis kind, 
the legislature, in more enlightened 
times, perhaps in our Own, may pro- 
bably he induced to provide against the 
mischief of wanton warfare, at the 
pleasure of an individual, who, though 
invested with the sovereign authority, 
is exposed to the same .passions, and 
liable to the same caprice, the Same' 
humours, and resentments n$ other 
men, without being subject tp the same’ 
wholesome restraints, or tfie samc re-" 
sponsibility. If ever the moment should 
arrive, when forbearance ceases to be a 
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WMi tbia power, so liable tab* aba- 
ted, conferred in times' of ignorance 
and monkish superstition, and sacred 
tonly for its antiquity* will he erased 
from the aide «f ctvmeed mttfofts, and 
the happiness of nrilHtttt* cease to be a 
Contingency On Cfcb pfeofctMebf «ftf» ****h 
reiga or fits minister*. ~Tbt tftftiqtiity 
of a law or usage li dot of itself a ssffi- 
0*ent reason foe liS Oontiiftfande. The 
Immediate or possible utility of * taw, 
Is the only rational ‘ground for to exts- 
fence; and' when the law or usage ftt 
tfcestion is investigated with that sobri- 
ety of temper and discernment doe to 
its importance — when every possible 
Advantage resulting from the right of 
declaring war being invested in the 
Sovereign shall be contrasted with the 
calamities known to havo resulted from 
Sn abuse of it, the policy of revising this 
part of the king's prerogative wilt be- 
come evident, and the result of such an 
investigation may be foretold without 
consulting an astrologer. Farther ad- 
vanced in tlie science of legislation, 
mankind may possibly marvel that 
an error of so mischievous a nature 
•hould have obtained tbc sanction of 
centuries. Instances in abundance 
can be drawn from the history of all 
nations to prove the disadvantages re- 
sulting from the right of declaring war 
being confided to the sovereign, Henry 
the Fourth of France, after gaining tlm 
battle of Ivry, might have put an end 
to the war immediately if he had march- 
ed to Paris, then ready to submit to his 
arms, but was prevented by the Mar- 
shal de Biron, who considering war as 
bis harvest, prevented peace. His son 
afterwards might have closed the con- 
test, by taking the general of the league, 
but the Marshal prevented him, decla- 
ring that such a step would send them 
back to plant cabbages at Biron. ’ Lou* 
vois, the minister of Louis the Four- 
teenth, laid the palatinate in ashes, fe 
consequence of a frivolous dispute with 
bis master about the measurement of a 
window at Trianonl In our days. Frants 
was finally decided to espouse' tft* 
cause of America, not to distress a rival; 
but that the late Qnefcn^and thoCoUbt 
d’Artojs, might more readily have sup^ 
plies from the war fund. -The necessity 
of considering in parl iament the truth, 
of alledged. transgression, atid'the jus- 
tjee of appealing; to tbe sword, before 
hostilities arc resorted 1 6 ? would per* 
baps put an end'towiiadw 
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Remarks on ike PrOpseah mdrtt 
GrtQt Britain * for opening tfegb* 

. station* for Peace, tn they tar 1$Q7% 

By IViuxam Roscoe % Zd* 

pp. Ub- 

Tbe Preface to those JUmarte 
which forms a considerable parf of 
the work, is replete with sdhtimejit* 
which demand the most serious at- 
tention of our countrymen. TW 
right and the duty of a Briton ta 
examine with freedom the measures 
of government are ably vindicated. 
The following description of a TV* 
Patriot, and of the principle* by 
Which he is at all time* guided, few ' 
such importance, that we earnestly 
wish it were engraven on the hegjft 
of every Briton, yea of every inditir 
dual of the human race. 

“ True patriotism is a wise and 
lightened Sentiment, which toads os (a 
promote the welfare of our country >y 
just and allowable means.; but that to? 
ritiout feeling wliieh prompt it as us oh* 
tain advantages by acts of iftfostiee aad 
eppresaieo, is uqt patriotism, hot (lit 
worst eitreme of sctoshneM. Can tb* 
mss who has divested hiwsetf, in &gvf*t 
degree, of that selfishness which is $ 1 - 
most a part of his nature, be eapectfd 
to fed for the community that unji£| 
preference which be has Learnt to 
Kmpiisb lor himself? or wall we*, on the 
coni rary, bis fadings- and bis, balm* hr 
ueiform? and .will lie wet be disposed 
t» weig It with fairness add knpaettolify 
tbe dirffirrens etotoia of all those wbP 
same w» thin theapfare of his influent*! 
Whilst he is just to his family smd hip 
friends* ehnUr hu, toe their sab.es,' be ugr 
.jtwr -td his eoujwry^or -whilst he to 
jjmft tq bis country, shall he be uejuii 
ttdt theVdto oF the 4 worlds * To seftfrdt 
Ms felo sappo**: that be acts open two 
opposite ' principles, and thatrwbsmdi* 
flHtvo* as a -certain point, hie twHus-rg) 
coifs upon itself and hbeoronsi the* very 
tekmm ok white k was bafews - sy 
i^Thetrdth », Hat a patriot, mmt to 
wtortuoo* mai\ tmtko yjrtimm mttnmM 
instivkmit, or m t anm go ir pmtkct fi* 
jfamkomtkrni of*h i&elf art afttorw* -Afr 
Mi Pbtoriwgt farttotw**d, ^hip * %£hcticm$ 
vftohAhesA drewnd btoij be mil to***®* 
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m% ta pramato thtir intqmt*; bat hi 
will promote t liens in the seme man nee 
only as he would his own. School’d to 
(he restraint of his o«m passions, he 
willuot flatter and inflame those of the 
aepafade. In acting for bis country, 
he will seek for no advantages, but soots 
at trader simitar circumstances he would 
endeavour to obtain for himself. If, in 
the one' case, he would not way-lay and 
fob an unsuspecting neighbour, in the 
other, he would not enrich his country 
by piracy, violence, and spoil. In this 
lie would do, not only what is abstract* 
edly right, but what is truly and ulti- 
etately for the real interest of his coun- 
try. This globe it a. society of states 
4ad nations as welt as individuals have 
tatb their peculiar character. To grasp 
at temporary advantages, to oppress a 
beaker, or circumvent an incautious 
neighbour, may frequently, in private 
life, be attended with success; and 
states end nations may, in like manner, 
teem, for a while, by a similar conduct, 
to promote their prosperity But the 
foundation is unsound, and the edifice 
of their greatness is built on sand* By 
fhe system of Providence, and the con- 
stitution of human affairs, n continual 
barrier forming against such unjust 
Aggressions ; which are counteracted by 
the influence of public opinion, the dis- 
trust and resentment of surrounding 
states, and a thousand unforeseen cir- 
cumstances, that either frustrate the 
expected advantage, or retaliate its in- 
justice; and not anfroqwntly subject 
(be ttf^rtsaor to the very evils intended 
(a bo inflicted on others. It is there* 
fire only by strictly conforming to the 
eternal principles of right and justice , 
that we can consult either our own ho- 
nour or our own interest ; and to desert 
these principles when a particular occa- 
sion puts item to the testy is to exclude: 
(mrmlnesf by auroomacty from the pale of 
axUizedsociety^md to render ourselves,** 
jf mere, outlaws to the rest of the world* 9 

; M It may however perhaps, be said, 
(hat human nature is, at the best, imper- 
toct* k ‘ and that notwithstanding all our 
vice and misconduct will fre- 
peotly and indeed inevitably oocnr ; 
»tthi«, . is is to: be observed, is tor be 
jtaeittadianyd not. to be vindicated 5 -to 
b® branded, ai>d not excused. Would 
Wiese evils be likely to, be diminished 
.. by reducing our standard of moral rec- 
*atxta«o 4 fo*er lOvoW-ar-ieiMtof da 


the coawsry, only by preserving th# 
moral principle pure and unsullied, tbaf 
wO'Cau hope to prevent the total degrife 
datiou mad ruin of tho. human rape 1 Ts 
deviate in practice from them dictates of 
eternal obluyUion is highly culpable ; but 
to admit of and sanction suck deviation 
in theory % is Infinitely mere so * Theoo# 
is a guilty notion ; the other establishes 
a rule of gailt, and recommend* it tq 
practice in all future times. Whatever 
oaortakios may have been committed 
by the loaders of armies and the cow? 
querors of mankind,* they are often less 
culpable thyu those who have recorded 
their exploits. I11 the agitation of all 
the most violent passions of our nature, 
m the conflict of hope and of fear, of 
glory and of shame, of set&preservatHMr, 
of animosity and of revenge, atrocities 
have been transacted, over which our 
humiliated sense of human imperfection 
would gladly throw a veil. But when 
(he narrator of these transactions, in- 
stead of marking them with hisindtgnn* 
non, recommends tliem to onr notice 
and our imitation, as tho usual sad al« 
lowablo course of conduct on similar 
occasions; when the statesmen founds 
bis measures, not upon the primitive 
maxims of justice and rectitude, but on 
the imitation of other states, whose 
enormities and whose guilt are univer- 
sally acknowledged,; when the moralise 
descends from his dignified eminence 
into, the vulgar crowd, and lowers his 
standard to accomodate it with mora 
accuracy to the level of the present day, 
an inroad is then prepared for every 
Species of depravity and every kind of 
abuse. That guilt which was before 
incidental only, is then reduced to n 
system, and mankind: become unjust 
upon principle, cruel and revengeful by 
common assent, and wicked by rule. 
In this situation the diffusion of the pub- 
lic sentiment is like the spreading of a 
pestilence; the freedom of the press, 
instead of being an advantage, become* 
a curse to a country ; and they who* 
pretend lo be the instructors become 
dm eorruptors of mankind. That the 
united efforts of al) the friends of vir- 
tue can ever succeed in banishing vicq 
and error from the face of the earth, it 
would be preposterous to suppose ; but 
rhes operation of moral causes on thtf 
character and situation of mankind, % 
even yet, bat imperfectly known. Ter 
what a degree of depravity nations may; 

have .hqd 't but too many iu-/ 
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•Etjup&g. To what height? of moral and 
intigfiectual excellence they may rise, 
yr^jiaye had fewer examples; bat nei- 
ther |he one nor the other is to be con- 
sidered as the utmost extreme of which 
iiur nature is capable. W.e know how* 
ever- enough to enable ns to •distinguish 
light from darkness; and if, by the 
Constant assertion and defence of the 
feternal rules of justice, and morality, 
we cannot establish a Heaven upon 
earth* we may, at least, prevent that 
earth from becoming a JPandemvnium* 

The •• Remarks” contain a con- 
cise history of the different proposals 
made by Austria, and Russia, du- 
ring the past year to mediate be- 
tween this country and France ; 
these proposals it appears were made 
with the knowledge and the consent 
hf the latter. The conduct of the 
British cabinet throughout the whole, 
evidently discovers their rooted a- 
Version to peace, and their determi- 
nation to carry on the war : the lan- 
guage of the secretary for foreign 
affairs, Mr, Canning, proves him to 
have been welt educated in the 
school of Pitt, and that for arro- 
gance, and haughtiness, he almost 
equals his master. It is impossible" 
for us, whilst the councils of this 
country are influenced by a similar 
spirit, to entertain any rational hoped 
of peace. 

The atrocity of the proceedings 
of tmr ministers against Denmark 
is forthier demonstrated by the state 
papers which fbijow the Remarks. 
In justification of the measure they 
appeal to the secret articles of the 
treaty of Tilsit, and yet they at the 
same time make it matter of com- 
plaint to the court of Russia, that 
notwithstanding their repeated re- 
qqestto be furnished with the said 
articles, they are still .ignorant of 
their contents f ; ti ' ; 

The calumny somf*thhe since cast 
on the memory of Mr. Fo^\ by Mr. 
Cofrbettj \ytio pn the aulhoi ity of an 
a pony mou? , . coi^g w*d ent charged, 
that pllpstrious; statesmau with in- 
venting the account of the proposal 
made to hinrto assassinate the French 


Emperor, is hero proved to be etjosl* 
ly gross agd unfounded. Indeed the 
calumny on the vgry^foce of it op* 
peared as stupid as it waa v mal«gn*iitj 
and scarcely deserved a.fomwlrefo* 
tation. -.u 

Our author, notwithstanding he 
has in this, as well as in bis former 
political work demonstrated that the 
continuance of the war is to be at- 
tributed principally, to, the infatua- 
tion of the British cabinet, is ofopi* 
nion u that in all measures that are 
“ calculated for the defence of the 
“ country , and the effectual carrying on 
€i of that war , the people must cheat ■- 
“ fully and unanimously concur.” 
On the first of these points, the ne- 
cessity of defence, we cordially agree 
with him ; but so far from cbeaiful- 
ly concuring ill those oppressive 
modes of taxation which are made 
use of for effectually carrying on a 
war commenced in injustice, and ob- 
stinately persevered ip, when not.a ra- 
tional hope remains; of our obtaining 
any of its professed objects, \ve can- 
not but consider it to be the duty of 
the people to protest against, noton * 1 
ly $ continuahce of the war, but 
the. means by which it is carried on. 

‘ revolution in Spain is hailed 
by our ministers as a most Jptky; 
event in the chapter of accident^ 
If we may judge by the language^! 
their hireling writers all their dreams 
of €t the deliverance and the re?to- 
“ ration of the liberties and imJepeh- 
“ deuce of Europe,” or in plaigpr 
language, of the restoration of des- 
potism civil anti religious, are now- 
revived. May success attend the 
efforts % of every nation in presen ip& 
'il r s own .independence against thpAW? 
principled dictates or invasion of any* 
foreign power j but we are much, 
mistaken if the renewed attempts ^ 
our ministersao stir up anotherce* 
alition against France, dd riot pibVr 
as fruitless as the Former; ifthepW*! 
fuse offers to foreign powers of fMf, 
blood and the treasure, of this jeopt^ 
try will ^produce .any. o&ereff&U; 
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than accelerating the ruin of those 
powers which may unfortunately ac- 
cept them; and of increasing the op- 
pressive burdens of this country, 
which without any addition are al- 
most too heavy to be borne. 


A More Extended Discussion in Far 
vottr <ff Liberty of Conscience re - 
commended . By the Rev. Christo- 
pher JV yvill. ftp . 22. 

' The author of this pamphlet, a ve- 
teran in the service of liberty, both 
civil and religious, is endeavouring 
m the evening of his days to excite 
dte*atteiiti6n of his countrymen, to a 
consideration of the claims of con-, 
science ; not in q. trifling or partial,, 
blit in a most extended view. He 
considers the cause of toleration as 
having gained some advantages by 
the late debates in the legislature on 
the petitions of the Irish catholics; 
but be earnestly wishes his couk try- 
men would unite in their endeavours 
to obtain the repeal of all penal laws, 
justly considering “ that every »pe-. 
“ cics of intolerance is a crimiaal 
4f interference with the authority of 
“ God ; And that fill laws whatever, 
‘‘ encroaching oh that unaiienahle 
u right, ought to be removed with- 
“ out delay from our statute book ; 
“ in which at present tiny; stand the 
“ disgrace of our legislature, and 
u in a more eminent degree the re- 
“ proach of* otir superior church- 
men* 

**Mr. Wyvill, after addressing his 
cnuntijtmen in general, and the 
younger part Of them in particular, 
pn the manner in which they should 
exert ’themselves in* this glorious 
caftse, recommending temperance ; 
with firmness, : concludes as follows.. 
‘^Whatever danger may justly be ap- 
preliended to arise in the prosecution of' 
this discussion lies all on the side of in- 
tolerance,. Jf the clamors of bigots 
and thq calumnies of corrupt politicians 
should too Jong prevail over the pleas 
of sound policy and humanity, and a- 
gtHrtt'the Christian* rule of justice, to 
®0 TO OTHERS AS WE WOULD THAT 


others should do to us, then indeed 
let the fawning sycophants of power, 
who support tlint injustice which thdy 
condemn, look with' fearful apprehen- 
sion to Ireland; for there they will 
have much to dread : then let this misi* 
guided nation tremble at the near ap- 
proach of that revolution, which may 
with reasoh be expected to explode 
from the rage of disappointed millions’. 
May God in his mercy avert tliesd 
dreaded evils ; may his providence or* 
dain that for better, far wiser disposi- 
tions shall be found to inflence, before 
it be too laic, those who govern and 
those who are governed;, amlmay the| 
conduct whicli is calculated to cpnciliate 
our exasperated brethren, to secure 
this widely extended empire from inter- 
nal convulsions and from foreign subju- 
gation, and at last to establish Christian 
peace, benevolence, and liberty, forever 
among us, be the happy result of those 
better and wiser dispositions. But should 
the event prove far otherwise ; should, 
every attempt to promote the benign dis- 
position of the gospel loo long prove un- 
successful, should repeated disappoint-*, 
ments and repeated insults at last goad 
the Irish to desperation and madness, 
and should confusion he the unhappy*, 
consequence in their part of the empire * . 
in that situation of extreme peril and 
distress, it would he the utmost conso- 
lation to the early declared friends oT 
unlimited liberty of conscience to re- 
flect, that their conduct as churchnie#* 
engaged in the support of that cause 
had been Uniformly marked by a. truly 
Christian spirit; by the . constant can-, 
dour of their controversial writing; 
and by their impartial endeavour that 
justice might be done to all who differ 
from the religion of the state. And 
should their virtuous efforts he assisted 
in the course of this discussi&n by any 
considerable proportion of those persons 
who adhere with them to that religion, 
the generous zeal of churchmen like 
themselves co-operating with them to 
diffuse the true principles of gospej be- 
nevolence and Christian libeiiy, would 
afford to their then-distVacted country 
the best or only ground of hope, that 
wiser counsels and a happier temper 
might even then prevail; that the iap- v 
pending revolution, and dismemberment 
of Ireland, with their inseparable train * 
cf crimes and calamities, might even 
then bje averted by a perfect reconciling 
tion with theiF Irish brethren." 
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POETRY. 

TH* sovebeionty of th* PKOF1B. 


Is there, or do the schoolmen dream, 

Is there on earth a power supreme, 

The delegate of HeavSj; 

To whom an uncon troul’d command, 

In every realm, o’er sea and land, 

By special grace is gif ’n ? 

Then say what signs this God proclaim ; 
pwclls he amidst the diamond’s flame, 

* A throne his liallow’d shrine ? 

Hie borrow’d pomp, the arm’d array, 
Want, fear, and impotence betray — 
Strange proofs of pow’r divine ! 

IT service due from human kind 
To men in slothful ease reclin’d 
Can form a Sovereign’s claim, 

Bail J monarch* ! ye, whom heaven or- 

[dains,. 

6ur toils unshar’d, to share our gains; 

' Ye idiots, blind and lame ! 

Supeftor virtue, wisdom, might. 

Create and mark the ruler’s right, 

9° reason may conclude : 

Then thine it is, to whom belong 
The wise, the virtuous, and the strong, 
Thrice sacred multitude ! 

In thee, vast all ! arc these contain’d, 
For thee are those, thy parts, ordain’d, 
'So nature’s systems roll : 

The sceptre’s thine, if such there be : 

If none there is, then thou art free, 
Great Monarch, Mighty Whole! 

I^t the proud tyrant rest his cause 
On faith, prescription, force, or laws, 
‘An hdst f s or senate’s voice ! 

His voice affirms the stronger due, 
Whosforihc many made the few, 

And gaye the species choice, . 

Unsanctify’d by thy comipand, 

Unown’d by thee, the scepter’tj hand 
Hie trembling slave may bind : 

But loose from nature’s moral- ties, 
Tbe>ath by force impos’d belies. 

.The unassentmg mind. . . 

Thy wilfs tliy rule,, -thy .good it? end : 
Youpnoishoply. \q defend 
Whaf pareht nature gave : 

Ahd he whq <htres her gifts irivade, 

By ^atori’f oldest law is made 
Thy victim or thy slave. ** 


Thus reason founds the just decree 
On universal liberty, 

Not private-rights resign’d : 

Through various nature’s wide extent 
No private beings, e’er were meant 
To hurt the genral kind. 

Thee justice guides, thee right maintains, 
Th’ oppressor’s wrongs, tbe pilferer’s 
Thy injur’d weal impair ; [gains, 
Thy warmest passions soon subside, 
Nor partial envy, hate, nor pride, 

Thy temper’d counsels share. 

Each instance of thy vengeful rage. 
Collected from each clime and age. 
Though malice swell the sum. 

Would seem a spotless scanty roll, 
Compar’d with Marias’ bloody scroll, 
Or Sylla’s hippodrome. 

But thine has been imputed blame; 

Th’ unworthy few assume thy name, 
Tbe rabble weak and loud ; 

Or those who on thy ruins feast, 

Tim lord, the lawyer, and the priest; 

A more ignoble crowd. 

Avails it thee, if One devours. 

Or lesser spoilers share his pow’rs, 
While both thy claim oppose? 
Monster* who wore thy sullied crown, 
Tyrants who pull’d those monsters down 
Alike to tbee were foes. 

Far other shone fair freedom’s band,. 
Far other was tbe immortal stand, * 
When Hampden fought for thee t 
They snatch’d from rapine’s gripe thy 

The fruits and prise of glorious roils. 

Of arts*nd industry. 

On thee vet foams the preacher’s rage, 
On thee fieren frowns th’ historian’s page, 
A false apostate train : 

Tears stream adown the martyr’s tomb; 
Unpity’d in their harder doom, 

Tliy thousands strew the plain,. 

TheSe had no charms to please thesiHIS, 
No graceful port, no eloquence, 

: To win the muse’s throng* 

Unknown, unsung, nncnarVd, they Us# 
But Cjeagr’* fate o’ercststs the sby t 
And nature mourns bis wrong. 
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thy foes, a frontlets band, invade j 
Thy friends afford a timid aid, 

And yield up half thy right. 

Ev’n Locke beams forth a min gled ray, 
Afraid to pour the flood of day 
On man’s too feeble tight. 

Hence are the motley systems fram’d, 
Of tight transferred, of pow’r reclaim’d; 

Distinctions weak and vain. 

Wise nature mocks the wraugling herd; 
For unrcclaiin'd, and untransferr’d, 

Her powers and rights remain. 

While law the royal agent moves, 

The instrument thy choice approves, 
We bow through him to you. 

But change, or cease, th’ inspiring 

[choice, 

The Sovereign sinks a private voice, 
Alike in one, or few ! 

Shall then the wretch, whose dastard 

[heart 

Shrinks at a tyrant’s holder part, 

And only dares betray, 

With reptile wiles, alas ! prevail, 
Where force, and rage, and priestcraft 

[fail, 

To pilfer power away ? 

O! shall the bought, and buying tribe, 
The slaves who take and deal the bribe. 


„ A people’s claims enjoy ? • 

So Indian inurd’rers hope to gain 
The pow'rs and virtues of the slain. 

Of wretches they destroy. 

4 Avert it, Heaven ! von love the brave* 
4 You hate the treaen fobs, wiiliog%iave f 
* The sett-devoted head. 

4 Nor shall an hireling's voice convey 
4 That sacred prize to lawless sway, 

4 For which a mnion bled.' 

>. * f 

Vain prayer the coward's weak resource! 
Directing reason, activd force 
Propitious Heav’ii bestows. ' 

But ne’e* shall flaifte the thubd’ringsky, 
To aid the trembling herd that fly 
Before their weaker foes. t . 

In names there dwell no magic charms^ 
The British virtues, British arms. 
Unloos’d our fathers' bahd : 

Say, Greece and Rome! if these should 

[M, 

What names, what ancestors avail, 

To save a sinking land ? 

Far, far from us such ills shall be ! 

May Britain boast her nation free,' v 
Her- Monarch truly great ; 

Whose title speaks a people’s choice, 

W hose Sovereign will a people’s voice, 
Whose strength a prosperous state. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


FROM THE LONDON GAZETTES. 


. Downing- Street* Aug* Ifl* 
4 Dispatch , of which the following is a 
Copy* has this day been received 
.by the Right Hon. Lard Viscount 
fiastlereagh, one of his Mujest y f s prin- 
cipal Secretaries <f State, from Lieut. 
General Sir Hew Dotrymple , K. B. 
dated Gibraltar, July 4. 

Mif Lord,-— l - inclose a report 
from /Captain Whittingham, con- 
taining the details of a complete 
vieftrfy obtained on the l£)tli instant, 
byGenerafCastahos, over the French 
corps £j6iiiihanded by Generals Du- 
Ptyrt-apdtv^edel; and 1 take the 
liberty ofeflopgratjiiating your lord- 
ship upon the glotious .result of the 
day* hive the honour also to 
state, that I have received a letter 
*01. iv. 


from General Castanos by the same 
courier, expressing the. satisfaction 
he has received from the services of 
Captain Whittingham, — I have the 
honour to be, fee. . - r 

Head-Quartets, Andvjar , July flj • 
Sir-, — I bad the honour to inform 
you, in my letter of July 17, that., 
in a council of war held on that day,, 
at bead-quarters, it was resolved 
that the division of the Marquis de 
Caupigny should join that of Major- 
General Reding, and that the attack 
upon Bay fen should be undertaken 
with the united force of the twodivi* 
sioru, whilst the third division and 
the reteive should occupy the atten- 
tion of the enemy by a feigned at- 
T 
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tack upon 'Andujar. Major-Gen. 
Reding entered Baylen on the morn- 
ing bfthe l§th,'at nine o’clock : he 
met with little opposition. The 
qaemy retreated towards (a Caro- 
lina. The Major-General wrote to 
the commander in chief for orders, 
either to advance against And ujar, 
or to pursue the column which was 
retiring upon La Carolina. General 
Castanos ordered him to advance 
upon Andujar without delay. 

On the. 19th, at two o’clock in 
the morning, the General received 
information of the* retreat of the 
French from Andujar. Lieut.-Gcn. 
Peqa, with the reserve, was ordered 
to advance immediately towards 
Raylen. The French began their 
retreat at nine o’tfock p. m. 18th 
Julyi A letter from Gen. Reding 
informed the commander in chief 
that he intended commencing his 
march from Baylen towards Andujar 
at three o’clock a* m. July 19* At 
two o’clock p* m. the advanced guard 
of General Pena’s division came up 
with the enemy. At this moment 
an express arrived from Major-Gen. 
Reding to # inform the Lieut.-General 
that he had been engaged with the 
division of General Dupont fVom 
three o’clock in the morning till 
eleven; that he had repulsed the 
French and remained master of the 
Held of battle. The guns of the 
advanced guard of Lieut. General 
Pena’s division had scarcely begun 
to fire, when a flag of truce arrived 
to treat upon the terms of a capitu-* 
lotion. The discussion did not last 
long. General Dupont wAs told he 
must surrender at discretion. 

Lieut. General Pena^ halted and 
formed his division upon the height* 
of Umbla, distant three miles from 
Baylen ; between four and five 
o’clock General Casterick, Aide-da-* 
Camp to Bonaparte, was sent by 
General Dupont with orders to treat 
with General Casta nos in person. 

At nine o’clock p. m; Major Gen. 
Reding informed tfe*LieiU. General 
that during the truce bet had been 


treacherously attacked ' by General 
VVedel, who was just tome ftam 
La Caroline with a reinforcement of 
(?000 men ; and that the battalion 
of Cordova bad beep surprised aqd 
taken prisoners, together with two 
field-pieces. 

The iwgociations lasted till .the’ 
evening of the 20th, apd the glorious 
result 1 have the honopr to jnclose; 
as also as exact an account of the 
killed and wounded, on both sides, 
as I have been able to collect in the 
hurry of the moment. 

The French themselves acknow- 
ledge the bravery and steadiness ef 
the Spanish troops : their firmness, t 
constancy, and perseverance, under 
the greatest possible privations, are 
worthy of the admiration of the 
world, particularly when it is re- 
membered that half the army is 
composed of pew raised levies. 

The Marquis Coupigny is detached 
with his division to take immediate 
possession of the passes of Sierra 
Morena. 

General Castanos deserves the 
highest praise for his well conceived 
plan, and for the cool determination 
with which he has carried it into 
execution, in spate of the popular 
clamour for an immediate attack on 
the position of Andujar. 

While the negociations were car- 
ried op, General Castanos received 
an intercepted dispatch from th* 
Puke of Rovego to Dupont, order- 
ing him to retreat immediately upon 
Madrid, as the army of Gallicia was 
rapidly advancing. — This determined 
the General to admit the* capitula- 
tion of General WedeL 
9REKCK rones. 

Division pf Dupont, 8000. rank and file. 
Division of We<Jel, 6QQ0 

14,000 

SPANISH FORCE. 


Reding . . # 9000 

Coupigny 5000 

Hna 0000 

Joses . 5000 


20 , 000 * 

* Of this total one balf pmautry. 
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• Netrty 3306 of the Franck killed 
fen A wounded* 

• From 1000 to i860 of th* Sp* 
•ftiards killed ami wounded* 

• Tl&ltS Of CAtWUUTlOH. 
The di vision of General Dupont 

prisoners of war, the division of 
'General Wedel to deliver up their 
arms till their arrival at Cadi*, 



W. W* Pole, ifatttf on board tkt Qtoan, 
of Cmbty Jnfy 85. 

Si*— l have the pleasure to ac- 
quaint you, for the information of 
lor da commissioners of the ad- 


Where they are to bis embarked sad 
lent to Rochefort. 

There no longer exist* * French 
force in Andalusia. 

S. Whittiwoh^ u. 

N. B* The division of General 
Dtlponl is also to return to France 
by Rochefort* 

By letters received from Lieu t.^ 
Colonel Doyle at Corunna, and from 
Major Roche at Oviedo, of the 8th. 
and 9th Instant, addressed to Vie* 
coant Castleteagh, one of his Ma- 
jesty's principal secretaries of state, 
it appears, that various letters from 
respectable authorities at Madrid, 
and also public gazettes fold been 
received, both at Corunna arid 
Oviedo, stating, that oil she 89 th 
UftiUW, Wi the evenings the French 
began the evacuation of Madrid. 
Upon the 30th, the evacuation con- 
tinued; and, upon the 3 1st, Joseph 
Bonaparte, with the remainder of 
Ms troops, quitted the capital for 
Segovia. This measure was attri- 
buted to the FYeftth having received 
; thu account of the surrender of Gen. 
Dupont’s army in Andalusia. 

The French carried with them all 
the artillery and ammunition they 
Could Bud means to convey, and 
Spiked the and damaged 

the powder they left behind ; they 
Also plundered the palaces and the 
treasury ; they were followed by the 
Bpamsh ministers who had acted 
Under the French, and, in general 
by all the French who were settled 
in business at Madrid. Upon the 
1st of Aug. it was believed there 
Wastidt a frenchman remaining in 

ihuchphal. 


mtralty, that the French troops, 
under Gen* Dupont, consisting of 
about 8000 men, Sdrrehder them- 
selves prisoners of war, on the ^Oth 
Inst. ; having lost about 3000 killed 
in some partial actions, Which took 
place on that and the three procee- 
ding days. 

General W^del*, with about 6,000 
who had arrived to reinforce Dt*- 
pont, has capitulated, On Condition 
of his corps being embarked and sent 
to Rochefort. 

The copy of a letter from Cap- 
tain 1 Wh it tingbam to LiUuteUanM^eri* 
'Sir Hew Dairy tuple, detailing $be 
operations and final success of thte 
Spanish forces, I beg leave to Ifl- 
Ciose.*— I am, Sec. • • • 1 

CobLiWciwowb/ 
•Copy <ff « Letter fHm Sir C% GstffU, 

Bart. AdminU off the Blue, #c* iff. 

to the Ho* W. W - Fj dated ofi 

board the Hibernia* of the Twgus, 

Jut* 31. 

Sir, — Inclosed herewith I trani- 
mit, for the information of the lords 
commissioners of the admiralty, a 
copy of a dispatch received by me 
this day from Vice-Admiral Lord 
Coliingwood, detailing the defeat 
and surrender of General fill pout's 
army, together with the capitulation 
of the force under General Vfddel to 
General Castanos : by tbesd fortu- 
nate events the whole of Andalusia 
is said to be cleared of French trqops* 
I have the honour to be be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Cotton. 

Ocean , off Cadiz, July 24. 

By the scout I informed, you that 

* See She dispatch from Leiuttfitent- 
General Sir Hew Deii'ytftpiU to Lord 
Vi worn uas Garflorangt* 

• 1 - 5 \l‘ *j 1 * - . i 
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tbe F/etrch fonxs under Gen. Du- 
pont n*ve surrendered t# tire Spanish 
array ; and abating to-day received 
from the president o I the supreme 
junta of government at Seville the 
official account of it,.l do myself 
tbe honomof transmitting a copy 
erf it. for your information. 

CoLLTNGWOOD. 

Adm. Sir C. Cotton , Bt. Commander, 

in Chief, Sfc. of the Tagus . 

Most excellent lord. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction 
thatlhe supreme junta informs your 
excellency ol the happy success, 
which our arms. .have had, over the 
French Army under Generals Du- 
ponty VVedel, and Gobert, they 
having laid down their arms, as. is 
set. forth in the inclosed papers, 
which accompany this for your in- 
formation, being persuaded of the 
noble interest your excellency takes 
in our .rao$tj qst cause. 

, The victory could not have been 
more complete, and there does not 
remain a single Frenchman in Anda- 
lusia } there not being a single indi- 
vidual of the three divisions, (which 
by their own statements amounted to 
more than 20,000 men), that has not 
been either killed or taken prisoners. 

The rejoicing is so general and so 
lively, that an idea of it cannot be 
given; and we expect it will be the 
same in your lordship's squadron, 
through the favour which the Spanish 
nation owes to British generosity. 

God save your excellency. 

Francisco pe Saavedra. 

. Vice nte Hoke. 

Antonio Zembrano. 

Andres Minan. 

Juan Battista Esteller,; 

... Secretary pf State. 

. Tatace of the Beal Alcazas of Seville, 

\ 

. pohls Excellency A dm. Collingwood. 
STAN ISR GRN ERALS' PI* PATCH ES. 

Letters from Generals Castanos and 
-YfiM id, the Supreme Junta qf Spain 
t *ndlhe Mies * 

Most Semne Seionjor, 

I bare tbe satisfaction to com* 


fauMcate to your htghuess tbe most' 
complete victory which hasfol lowed 
the bafrie n of Baylen. General Du- 
pont* and the whole of his division, 
with arms, artillery, »bagg8ge,. &c« 
are prisoners. of war.; ; Those troop! 
which had net i eqtered into the ao- 
tion, although they had. sustained no 
disaster, ane included in tbe capitu- 
lation, and obliged to return te 
France by sea; so that there dot t 
not remain a single Frenchman in 
Andalusia . The general details wiU 
be communicated by my nephew 
Colonel Don Pedro Augustin. Giron, 
adjutant-general of tbe infantry;. pad 
whilst c the circumstantial details of 
the whole are^preparing* I think it 
proper to. inform your highness, (hat 
the bravery .of .the. troops and officers, 
their constancy, suffering -and pri- 
vations, correspond with the just: 
.opinion- which your highness enter- 
tains of them, and with tbe concep- 
tion which 1 had . formed of their 
patriotism and zeal for the public 
cause. . , 

1 take the liberty of requesting of 
your highness to perform for rot 
the vow which F had made of d$db 
eating this action to the glorious Stc 
Ferdinand. — God preserve your high- 
ness many years. 

SeignorXAVJER dr Casta nq*. 
Head-Quarters at Andujar, July p t 
The following is a dispatch from 
his Excellency Seignor Count Tijli: 

“ Yesterday, the20thinst. Spain, 
or to speak more ’properly, the anjiy 
of your highness, gained the most 
complete victory- which this nation 
has witnessed for raapy ages. Th® 
result is an exact copy of the action 
of Pavia. In a moment, the Andf 
lusians were freed from the French 
armies. The division of Dupont, 
with all its baggage, booty, and pu 
its generals, are prisoners of war; 
and besides these, the divisions wbifli 
occupied his Majesty's dominioqjj 
from the summit of the. Sierra,.!* 
far as Baylen, are bopnd eyacuftO 
the -peninsula. by sea. Tbftr if fa 
brief the sum of the treaty, whioi * 
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I and his eacdtency Signor Costa- 
xk>s had last night the happiness of 
signing ; and as we retired from the 
field of battle at twelve o'clock at 
night, without sleep, and exhausted, 
it is not possible to send to your 
highness a detail of the capitula- 
tion, and of the military achieve- 
ments that have beert performed, 
which shall be done as soon as time 
will perirtit. 

The bearer of this agreeable in* 
telligence, is the lieutenant colonel 
of the column of privincial grena- 
diers, Don Pedro Augustin Giron, 
brevet colonel and adjutant gene- 
ral, an officer of the greatest merit, 
who, by the talents and valour 
which he has displayed in many 
actions, and particularly since he 
has been with this army, has 
•hewn himself worthy of every fa- 
vour of which your highness can 
bestow upon him. 

1 have this day given orders for 
taking the oath of allegiance to our 
Sovereign Don Ferdinand VII. which 
proceeding had not previously taken 
place in this city ; ahd also that Tt 
Deum shall be sung, and that there 
shall be an illumination for three 
nights successively. May God pre- 
serve your highness many years. 

' Seignor Count Til Li, 
Head-Quarters at Andujar, July 21. 
To the Most Serene Seignor the Presi- 
dent, and Members of the Supreme 
. Junta of Spain and the Indies . 

Corunna Gazette Extraordinary , Aug. 1, 
[By order of the Government .] 

The following official dispatches 
have been received by express : — 
Head Quarters at Andujar , 6 o'clock in 
the Evening , July 19. 

Most Serene Seigniors. 
At half past five an officer came 
in with a flag of truce, requesting 
that orders should be given to Gen. 
La Pena to suspend hostilities whilst 
General Dupont should hold a con- 
ference with General Reding. I re- 
plied in the negative. A few mo- 
ments after, 1 received a letter from 


General Pena himself, informing m# 
that they had solicited terms of capi«- 
tulation. I grant them no other' 
tprms than that they shall be pri- 
•oners of war, with permission to 
the general and his officers to weir 
their swords, and to take with them 
a portmanteau each, filled with their 
clothes only, in consequence of the 
pillage which they have 'committed 
in our towns; assuring, however^ 
at the same time, that they shall be 
treated with the same respect as 
those belonging to the squadron at 
Cadis, and in a manner worthy of 
Spanish generosity.— Whilst the de- 
tails are preparing, 1 brg leave to* 
acquaint your highnesses, that we 
have taken some cannon and pri- 
soners, and, in short, that General 
Dupont is completely hemmed in on 
all sides. — May God preserve your 
highnesses many years. 

Seignor Xavier de Castanos. 

N. B. A dispatch of the same 
date and communicating the same 
intelligence, has been received from 
Seignor Count Tilli, a member of 
this supreme junta, who accompanies 
the general of the army. 

Note of the Supreme Junta . , 

Seville , July 20. * 

The supreme junta has the most en- 
tire satisfaction to inform the public, 
that by a dispatch received this day, by* 
express, from the most excellent Seigr 
nor D. Francisco Xavier Castanos, cap- 
tain-general of the forces of Andalusia, 
of which a littoral extract is hereto an- 
nexed, a most convincing pr6of is. given 
of the military talents'with which the o- 
perations have been conducted/ inas- 
much as the results exactly correspond 
with the well digestcd plaa whicb had 
been formed. So fortunate have they 
been, that from the very first encoun- 
ter, the enemy has continued to fly with 
the utmost disgrace, and his flight lias 
been a complete rout: this effect , ha- 
ving been produced tiy events, Which 
he certainly could not have prevented. 

MOST SBXBNE SBISKtORS, 

In my d i9uatch of the- *17th. ' T ac- 
quainted you with the state 4four ope- 
rations and proceedings: Oh th£ 18th. 
General Reding wrote* to inform me, 
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that aft' mite the mrniag lehtil tt* 
!0f«t Bajrtewwith losowti divnumrod 
of *h* Marquis de Comptighe^ 
which X bad ordered to join him.; and 
that the enemy were retreating from 
that pfnee to. Guarroiftan, having 1 eft 
lehtod only n grand guard, which was 
•tit to the rtnir. ' t instantly wrote to 
feeding to attach A^dojtr lit flank, with 
ike two divisions, whilst I should attach 
it in front. I was preparing to execete 
my plan at day -break this morning, 
When, at two o'clock, I was apprised 
khat the enemy were evacuating Andu- 
jar, and making a precipitate flight by 
. the road to Madrid. I cannot conceal 
*ftiy surprise, that the uihabituutsof Aih- 
du jar did not -give me the slightest no- 
pice of this movement. 

Finding that the enemy were tnakiog 
their escape from me, I ordered Gene- 
ral La Pena, with his division and some 
Vein forcemeats, to harrass their rear; 
a disposition so much the more proper, 
w I had just received a letter from Ge- 
neral Reding, infotming me that be 
had marched from Bay leu at three in 
the praming, with the intention of ma- 
Kin* his attack upon Andujar at eleven; 
ho that in consequence of his active and 
Opportune movement, Dupont will find 
himself placed between these rwo divi- 
akm*i and that of ^General La Penn. 
I flatter myself that the result will cor- 
respond with the well combined dispo- 
sitions of the plan. 

Your highnesses may hourly expect 
intelligence of the intended attack of to 
day, ror which every thing is prepared. 

I occupy this city with the division of 
'General Jones, where I have taken a 
position adapted to circumstances. Tike 
enemy have left 300 sick; and it is be- 
lieved that General Vedel was killed in 
tlie affair of Mengibar. 

I have also received advice from Com- 
mandant Cruz, that he had proceeded 
with his sharp shooters to Los Banos, 
in order to cover the movements of the 
respective divisions; and if Col. Baldo- 
Canos has followed my instructions to 
him, a most favourable opportunity will 
ciCcqr, of Occupying Despenaperros; 
Since, ill a dispatch which we Imve in- 
tercepted, dated the 16th, from the 
Chief of the staff of the French army at 
Baylen, to the commandant of Saota 
TEletia, the latter is directed to march 
to Guarraman, leaviog only 5Q0 men 
hi that point. 


May <M preserve 
iwgh ue u set many year*. 

Head Quarters at. Andajar, 8 o’clock 
in the morning, July 19. 

Xavier ns Casta hos. 

By the same courier extraordinary 
has 'been received a dispatch from the 
most tried tent scigfter Count <to Tfttt, 
a member of the supreme junta, wfctok 
in addition to the communication from 
his excellency .the general in chief, meo” 
tions the deplorable situation to which 
the enemy has reduced the town of An- 
dujar. It is undoubtedly a matter of sur- 
prise, however well practised these ban- 
ditti are in the art of corruption, that 
there should be room to suspect any sf 
the inhabitants of that place of disloyal- 
ty, or adhering to the enemy. Bat 
should these suspicions be confirmed, 
they may well tremble at the example 
which this supreme authority is prepa- 
ring, in order to satisfy the public, and 
to proven e similar proceedings in other 
pteoes which may have the misfortune 
to fall into the enemy’s hands. This 
dispatch also contains the inventories 0f 
two magazines which the French left 
behind them at Andujar; but as it like- 
wise mentions a third, which there had 
not been time to examine, and as we 
are in expectation of the still more for- 
tunate results of a decisive notion, tbs 
whole of the requisite details will be 
subsequently communicated. 

Juan Bautista Paboo, Sec. 

Salamanca, July 2f>. — On Sunday, 
the 24th. inst. at three o'clock in 
the affernoon, General Cuesta tit- 
tered this City with 600 cavalry, 
and some artillery and ammunition 
waggons. We know not when he yr'\W 
leave us, nor-wbitber be will direct 
his march. The supreme junta bf 
Seville has Informed the said Cap- 
tain-general, by the medium of the 
captain-generftf of Estrdrtnldortt, of 
the surrender of the army of General 
Dupont. 

The Portuguese ambassador who 
was at Kaples has tjiia day artived 
here on His way to Lisbon. 

According to letters from Madrid, 
that capital appears to be in a sfdte 
of great discontent, and much grC4tyr 
alarm, (u proportion as the inha- 
bitants are withdrawing from it, tlje 
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Ffencfe troop* continue .to assemble 
there. Tfiey already amount to the 
dumber of 25, *000. 

[Note of the Corunna editor,'—* 4 A$ 
under the present circumstances, 
they have not collected a greater 
number, it is a eiaar sign that the 
‘irresistible foice 7 in 'vanquishing/ 7 ] 

Villa Nova de la Geltru , July 5. — 
Though we do not receive any ad- 
vices frotn Valencia. Arragon, Cas- 
tile, Asturias, or the kingdom of Gal- 
licia, wc have received a few letters 
from Malaga and Bilbo*. We have 
aUo received, a few fetters by sea 
from Cadiz and Valencia, assuring 
US» that in the fetter kingdom the 
Vafeucfen* have killed more than 
10.00Q French men, and taken up- 
wards of 3QQQ prisoners, belonging 
to three columns, who marched 
from Madrid more than J 5,000 
strong* 

At Barcelona we have disposed of 
about 7000 of them, including the 
wounded ; for in consequence of the 
various skirmishes which have taken 
place since the beginning, there are 
hum 5 to (>000 missing of the total 
of their force, who have been killed 
or made prisoners by our peasantry. 

The French at Barcelona do not. 
now extend their excursions beyond 
V»o or three leagues from the city ; 
and in these they plunder, kill, and 
Wflmit every sort of atrocity. 

They have not yet made their ap- 
pearance here, nor are we desirous 
of seeing them until we have com- 
pletely organised in the principality 
about 50.Q0Q miceletes (smugglers) 
who, are assembling fr»m all the 
towns and villages in the environs* 
Of this body, there are already em- 
bodied and instructed in the use of 
are»g from 5 to $0QQ» who, to-mor- 
row or the day after, without fail* 
will reach Molin da Roy, which is 
about two league* from Barcelona. 

We expect ftom 10 to 12,000 
fefcuury and cavalry from Mahon 
tod M^oeca* Of the infantry, tb* 
grtatec pips tire Catalonians who 


served under the eouwend of she 
Captain-General Vives. It is said 
that they were to embark to-tnorrow % 
Valencia, July 17* — On the 1 3th*' 
instant the French marched from 4 
this place 15,000 strong. On the 
following day, they had an engage* 
ment with our army between Rfe 
Seco and Palacioet; and the disv 
charges of artillery and musketry 
were heard here, though seven lea- 
gues distant. Yesterday 130 wag- 
gons with wounded Frenchmen came 
in here ; and this day more are exn 
peered. This may be relied on as a 
feet, for I saw the waggons come in. 
It is also certain that a French ge^ 
neral was killed and another woun- 
ded. The colonel and lieutenants 
Colonel of the 23d* regiment of ca- 
valry were also killed; the tamo 
regiment lost 39 officers of inferieC 
rank, and the infantry had a great 
number of killed and wonnded. It 
is a fact that nothing is to be mef 
with in the streets but wounded 
Frenchmen; and that both out 
hospitals are filled with them* A| 
Rio Seco they massacred even the 
monks and nuns, and pillag«|d the 
town. 1 

Gibraltar , July 24. — D. Vicente 
Roach, master of the Spanish vessel' 
La Virgen de la Cuevu Santa, a tup* 
live of Valencia, 4>7 years of age* 
and married in the said town, whero 
his family resides, has made the fol- 
lowing declaration upon oath before 
D. Felik Herrara, honorary com- 
missary of the Spanish armies, and 
Spanish consul in Gibraltar; — 

44 On the night of Friday, the Sth, 
insc. he sailed, on public service, from 
Valencia, fer this place. On the 2dtfe 
and 27 th, uf last month, a French army 
of ,12,000 men, having made its ap? 
pearance within a league of Valencia, 
in the plain of Quarto* General Can* 
attacked them with few regulars, but a 
considerable number of armed and uprt 
armed inhabitants, whose exertion*, 
however, could not proven* the enemy 
reaching Valencia on the 88th. Upon 
their arrival they summoned the town 
* tom»dtr> sepdfet loafing of true* 
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which returned with 'n refusal.* The* 
French then attacked the town by the 
Quart® Gate, La Pichina. and Santa 
Lucia. There were no regulars in the 
place. 

u 6n the preceding day, 5000 mus- 
kets, Valid a quantity of powder, had 
beet) received from Carthagena, which 
greatly contributed to the glorious issue 
of the contest. Nine thousand armed 
inhabitants manned the walls and forts. 
The deponent served a piece of cannon 
at St. Austin’s Gate. The attack began 
at two in the afternoon, and ended at 
eight in the evening, when the enemy 
retreated at Quarte (one league from 
Valencia,) where he remained the 
whole night. Two thousand five hun- 
dred men were found dead, whom the 
enemy had left round the wnlls of the 
town on the 28th, besides those in the 
fields. As the enemy continued his re- 
treat oh the 29th. by the road of Alcira, 
he was pursued by General Count de 
Cerbellon, re iu forced by General Caro, 
their united armies, amounting to up- 
wards of 14,000 men, chiefly armed and 
unarmed inhabitants. At the same 
time, a number of the latter were posted 
in the mountains of Novella, with three 
8-pounders, so that the French were 
attacked both in front and rear. In this 
last action, which was fought more than 
ten leagues from Valencia, the whole 
of the French army was destroyed, two 
Or three hundred horse excepted, who 
effected their escape. This account the 
deponeot heard on the day of his depar- 
ture, at noon, in the hall of the hoard 
of government; where he was receiving 
the orders relative to his voyage. One 
of the members inquired about Moncey, 
and the messenger answered that he 
had been wounded in the arm ; and that 
another French General had also re- 
ceived a severe wound, which he thought 
must have proved mortal. One hun- 
dred French prisoners had been brought 
from Cuenca to Valencia, who, together 
with fifty more taken in the neighbour- 
hood of the latter town, were sent to 
Carthagenn. 

“ The French came by way of Ca- 
bnllas, where an action took place, in 
which they lost 3000 men, including a 
few who had been killed previous to this 
—notwithstanding which, they pursued 
their march. Only a few Spaniards 
were killed in the attack upon Valen- 
cia ; but, in preceding actions, the loss 
had been considerable; particularly at 


Las CabrilUs, where upwards of 700' 
Swiss, and nearly the whole of the re- 
giment of Savoy, perished. AH tht 
clergy, and even the women, made 
themselves very useful in fhe defence of 
Valencia, the former with muskets aud 
in moving cannon ; the latter, in making 
cartridges, ‘after providing themselves 
with stones to annoy the French, if they 
had entered the town.” 

4a Address to hit Army by the most Fx * * 
cellenl Seignor D. Francis Xavier . 
De Castanos , Commandant of the 
Camp at St. Roche , now General in 
Chief of the Army of the Andalusians . 
A man upon whom flattery and 
meanness alone have conferred the 
title of hero — a man full of ambiti- 
on, and the petty band of slaves who 
surround him, have formed the great 
project of subjugating us. Decep- 
tion, perfidy, and treason, have hi- 
therto been the instruments of so 
ill-premeditated an enterprize. The 
Spaniards will doubtless unite, and' 
cause their most sacred rights to be 
respected. We already know that 
many provinces and communities 
are animated with the same heroism" 
which we ourselves have displayed 
from the moment that the veil was 
rent asunder which covered this most 
iniquitous project. It is extremely 
important, nay indispensable, that 
all of us should unite to secure the 
attainment of so noble an object. 
Each and all ought to contribute 
all that lies in his power. This is* 
an obligation dictated by the heart 
from the moment that we remark 
its first emotions. 

Generous and heroic inhabitants 
of this happy town, you require not 
the aid of eloquence tp stimulate 
your ardent souls. You have given, 
and are at this moment giving suffi- 
cient examples. Rush to the field 
of honour in quest of our brothers, 
who are soldiers by profession, that 
they may instruct you in the first 
elements of the military art, on 
which strength and victory princi- 
pally depend. In the mean time be 
assured that your families will not' 
be reduced to want er beggary. 
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epotaife rft*ka~ff rtwa place wiil pro- gpvernmflnt offers a apccmuv -&pt 
vide fee your- Suhttstenca. F*Ar not only to this principality* but every: 
that .tire wealthy will spar® their other principality of this kingdom* 
tteasuaes.. Then will deposit all their as will he seen by the annexed copy- 


services of plate m the hand* of the 
government ; and when they eat and 
drink ant of. wooden spoons and ear - 
fhtn* vessel*, they u mil emjoy the plea- 
ding satisfaction that those instru- 
ment* of mere hmwy are destined to 
the defence of dw r religion r our King 
our Country and out r liberty l 

Ulinistexsi.of the*anatu**y,.be you 
the first tK* preach, and- to give the 
tttarwple of tikis important confi- 
dence. Be persuaded that, both ecr 
clesiasticid end civil lairs admit of 
enlhueg the property of the church in 
draanstkmce* of sucit urgent necessi- 
ty a* the present., Convince the 
inthfuLthatyouiW-e poneHwrted with 
^ht» genuine doctrine, which* in 
amevnnt sot calamitous, wae tough* 
by Sit*. Bernard ; for he said, it was 
nubaonfoswwblsvuth our holy religion, 
that tie church should flourish in its 
puncsskn* whilst her poor were ne- 
eemiiom ; that she should dteor.ate 
her walls poHs gold,, and abandon, her 
dtiUrmvbonakedmsah 
And you,. Mothers worthy ofi so 
cany heroes, who know/ how to ex- 
cite the: most noble and herojo pasr 
Biona of the human hefcrrt,, hasten to 
pvesetm. to government your jewels, 
your sings, and orruim*nts. Fear 
not the decay of yeur attractive 
graces you wild always* agree** 
*bfe; ami thought you* Ulterior de* 
conaahms should i be less-conspicuous* 
fo« wiU accpiife such a degree of 
mental pemfactie* and heroism,, as 
to* attract! the; eateomv q£ virtuous 
men, mod to ctummand respect even 
fnm. the weak,, the> viekpusir and the 

G/V 

'"Sti¥ag*4 The Supreme 

t hflopraacipahty hasten to 
uemmantfet* 6% tU* kaegdpm'ihc 
miariii atmn they k«ra received from 
^dopaaimeia&raRUk whom 

~yoi. it. 


of the letter of the English minister 
to our deputies, 

HIS BRITANNIC HAJESTV'^.O^- , 
CLARfA.TIQN TO T UR, ENVOIS' 

OS AtST U R l A S. • , > 

Office of Foreign Affairs, June 1J&, - 
My Louds, — l have laid before* 
my sovereign, the letter which you* 
were authorised by the junta of the 
principality of Asturias to deliver to 
me, together with, the powers eiv^ 
t f usted u y you by, the j unta, entreat-, 
ing, in them name, his Majesty'$> 
assistance:, His Majesty has clesn^ 
red 1 me to assure your Excellencies;” 
that* he foels the warmest interest wv 
the* resolution* of the principality of. 
Asturias,. to 9iistuin» against the ofro- 
oious Usurper of France a contest it*, 
favour of the Spanish monarchy^ 
that his Majesty is disposed to grunt 
eveiy kind of assistance to effort? ID 
magnanimous and praiseworthy. 

His Majesty has, therefore, or- 
dered' me to declare, that no time 
shall be lost in embarking* for the. 
port df Gijon the succouts that yo* : 
require; as being the most pressings 
ly necessary ; he wiM besides send a 
naval force capable of protecting thfe 
Coast of Asturias against ‘any* attempt 
■which France may make, and of< in- 
troducing troops by sea into the 
country. — His Majesty will make 
further efforts in support* of so just 
a cause. 

His Majesty has afc*o Ordered* nte 
to- declare to your excellencies- fcis 
readiness to extend the same suc- 
cours- to every ether part , of the 
Spanish monarchy', which may be 
animated by the same spirit* of the 
inhabitants- of Asturian as weH as 
his Majesty**! sincere detfre to re*-' 
new those ties' of friendship which: 
subsisted 1 so tong, between, the two 
nations, and ft? direct his united $f~ 
forts against •wjppemErwhicb raay^ 

♦ ' 
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vtncehostileintentions against Spam, 
as well as Great Britain. 

I recommend to your excellen- 
cies to communicate, as soon as pos- 
sible, to the junta, the manner in 
which his Majesty has received the 
proposals transmitted by your excel- 
lencies. A vessel has been got rc a- 
dy at Portsmouth, to carry any per- 
son you may think proper to dis- 
patch. 

1 beg your excellencies to accept 
the assurances of my high considera- 
tion. George Canning. 


Progress of King Joseph . — From the 
> French Powers, 

. Bribiesca , July 16. — This morn- 
.inghis Majesty set out from Miranda. 
He was accompanied by the muni- 
cipality and the commissioner of the 
customs to the boundary of their 
jurisdiction. — Not only did the 
inhabitants testify their joy by let- 
ting off fire-works, and giving con- 
certs during the whole night, but 
also on his Majesty's departure this 
morning they repeated these different 
festivities. On the road from Mi- 
randa to Bribiesca, his Majesty re- 
ceived the congratulations bf the 
magistrates of the various places 
^through which he passed, and on 
his arrival in this town, he received 
those of the alcaide, the municipa- 
lity, the chapters, the deacon or 
arch-priest, and every person of 
distinction, all of whom were anx- 
ious to be introduced to him. His 
Majesty afterwards retired as usual 
to attend to business. In the eyen- 
ing there were an illumination and 
.fire- works. 

Burgos , July l6. — His Majesty 
this morning continued his journey 
from Bribiesca. He gave audience 
,on the way to all the magistrates of 
Jbe different placcshe passed through, 
,who were solicitous of tjie honour of 
.addressing his Majesty. — -The King 
reached this city, at eight in the 
-morning. A triumphal arch, pre- 
pared in expectation of his arrival 
was erected at the entrance |>y nhich 


he had to come. The garrison was 
drawn up on each side of the street, 
the windows of the bouses were 
magnificently decorated, and the 
firing of cannon and ringing of bells 
contributed to make bis Majesty's 
entrance splendid in the extreme. — 
Several richly caparisoned chargers 
were in readiness,' in case bis Ma- 
jesty had chosen to enter the city 
on horseback. All the officiating 
servants of the royal household 
waited upon his Majesty. Soon 
after his arrival his Majesty gave 
audience to the archbishop, the 
chapter, intendant corregidor, the 
consulate, the ecclesiastical col- 
leges, and spiritual communities* 
together with a number of persons 
of distinction resident in the city 
and environs. His Majesty con- 
versed a considerable time with each 
of them; entering into the particular 
subjects which related to their re- 
spective functions. — Having taken 
up hi9 residence at the archbishop’s 
palace, which adjoins tbecathednd, 
his Majesty, soon after the levee, 
went to see the cathedral, where he 
was received under a canopy, with 
all the solemnities justly due to, 
and usually observed with respect 
to royal personages.— At six in the 
evening bis Majesty agnm gave au- 
dience to the above-mentioned per- 
sons, and also to a great number of 
officers*, who bad the honour of being 
introduced to him. — There was a 
general illumination in the evening, 
and all those who had the honoor of 
being admitted to his Majesty's pre- 
sence, departed to their respective , 
homes highly transported with the 
reception with which be bad been 
graciously pleased to honour them, 
and the interest which his Majesty 
took in the concerns of the different 
places he passed through. 

Madrid , July l6. — Yesterday all 
the bells wete seta ringing. Atday- 
break there was a discharge of artil- 
lery, and in the evening an illumi- 
nation took place. These rejoicing* 
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announced the KingY arrival on the, 
Spapish territory. His Majesty has 
by this time reached Burgos, and is 
expected here on the 20th. 

Paris , Aug . 2 - ; — According to the 
various notices of the Mayors of dif- 
ferent towns, bis Majesty the Empe- 
ror's arrival at Agen was fixed for the 
morning of the 29 th ult. and his 
departure for the evening of the day 
following. His Majesty was to ar- 
, rive at Bourdeaux on the 30tlr in 
the morning; about the 11th inst. 
be is expected at Angers, and on 
the lithor 12th at Tours. 

His excellency Cardinal Fesch 
has returned to this capital. 

The Grand Duchess of Berg, who 
lately arrived here, will, it is said 
set out again for the South in the 
course of a few weeks. 

Madrid , July 23. — The King arrived 
here on the 20th, at seven o’clock in 
the evening. 

His arrival was announced by the 
ringing of bells and firing of cannon. 
All the troops were under arms. The 
generals and members of the supreme 
authorities went out to meet him. Oo 
the 21st, several persons were admitted 
to an audience of his Majesty. 

A great multitude of people presented 
themselves at the windows and in the 
streets, and on all sides were heard ex- 
clamations of u Long live the King !* 

On the 22d and .23d of July, King 
Joseph received the chiefs of the pa- 
lace, the grandees of Spain, the presi- 
dents and governors of the councils, 
and persons of every class, who had 
the honour to present themselves to 
him. He in like manner teceived the 
French and Spanish generals mud offi- 
cers. He spoke in so condescending 
a manner as to gam the affections of all 
who approached him.. He afterwards 
read the dispatches of his ministers, and 
gave audience on state affairs. The 
proclamation of his Majesty in the 
noble and crowned city of Madrid, and 
in the city of Toledo, was to take place 
on the 25th July ; and the ceremony 
was afterwards to be performed in the 
Other towns of the kingdom. Religious 
ceremonies were to follow. Illumina- 
tions for three nights were ordered on 
the public entry. The royal council of 
Castile had ordered the new constitu- 


tion to be circulated through the qoun-' 
try, recommending it to general adop- 
tion, with a panegyric on the modera-, 
tion of tlie new King, who had waved, 
his universal right over the public rer 
venues, by making the distinction be-, 
tween the revenue of the crown and the! 
revenue of the state. 

^On the 24th similar audiences were 
given. The supreme couucil of the 
Indies took the constitutional oath of 
fidelity ; . and the president of that 
council, the Marquis of Bajamar, pro- 
nounced an elegant harangue on that 
occasion, adverting to the indubitable 
signs of affection which the whole na^ 
tion shewed for his Majesty's person. 
He enlarged on the advantages that 
Spain enjoyed by the accession of the 
new Sovereign, in preserving their in- 
dependence, without making the cessions 
that France before required, in the 
cession of the couutry from the Ebro tq 
the Pyrenees, together with the free 
commerce of die Indies, which would 
henceforth be more beneficial to Spain, 
inasmuch as they would collect the 
fruits of it without any expence. His 
Majesty in bis answer explained fchfc 
importance of obtaining by his benefi- 
cent intervention the termination of the 
present convulsions, with the advantage 
of being relieved from the burthen of 
maintaining foreign troops, and that of 
the establishment of the new constit lo- 
tion, which promised so much good to 
the nation. His Majesty then adverted 
to the pleasure which the enemies of 
the continent would take in the pre- 
sent discord, and the weakness the state 
would fall into inconsequence, deriving 
thence a hope that they should be able 
to separate the Indies from Spain. He 
therefore recommended to the counoil 
to redouble its exertions to preserve 
the union of all the Spanish possessions, 
European, American, and Asiatic. 
Those who heard the discourse were 
struck with admiration ot his Majesty'^ 
eloquence, the suavity of his manner, 
the force of'his reasoning, the extent of 
his knowledge and understanding, and 
his majestic attitudes. It were to be 
wished that the whole nation bad had 
the pleasure and advantage of being 
present on the occasion. After the 
audience, his Majesty held a council 
with his ministers, which lasted till 
seven in the evening, when his Majesty 
went in his carriage to Buen Bitcfro, 
where be dined and remained in good 
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health. The nmgiftratei of Madrid 
look infinite pairre <to contradict a re- 
port, for aerate days .current, that the 
gates of the pity were to fie shut, and 
aH the young men taken away to carry 
arms. His Majesty gave assprarices 
that far fpm thinking of a conscription, 
lie j-cjoiced that the dose connection 
wfchwie great military power of France, 
rendered it not necessary to have any 
military ‘force hut that of the present 
veteran army, and his Majesty looked 
forward to the time, when, secure in 
the affections of his subjects, he would 
require no other protection. The as- 
sembly of magistrates then instructed 
the people to disregard aH the insinua- 
tions of those who sought to disturb 
them, and to confide in the wisdom and 
beneficence of the government. 

The proclamation of our illustrious 
Sffonarph as King of Spain and the In- 
dies took place on the 25th with great 

S apd solemnity. An immense mul- 
5 of people from the city and its 
environs crowded to witness toe cere- 
mony. The greatest order every where 
prevailed- In the evening admission 
was given gratis to the three theatres 
of this town, to which the people went 
in great numbers, but not the least 
disorder occured. His excellency Count 
del Campo de Alange gave a splendid 
entertainment to the members of the 
different ministerial departments. His 
.Majesty has appointed fourteen mem- 
bers to the council of state. Don Pablo 
de Arzibans, councillor of state, is ap- 
pointed to the office of intendant-gene- 
ral of the police^ of Madrid and its de- 
pendencies. His Majesty has granted 
to the Count del Campo de Alange, 
and to his legitimate male issue, the 
title of grandee of the first class, as p 
proof of his Majesty’s consideration of 
the service that nobleman has done the 
state. Don Joseph Massnredo, director- 
general of the troops, is also nominated 
captain general of the royal army. He 
will possess both these titles united. 

Lieutenant Hitphins arrived on the 
23d. at the admiralty, express from 
Admiral Keats, with the important iji- 
Hplligenpe, that ten thousand Spanish 
troops in Fuhncn, Langeland, Laalpnd, 
find Jutland, had rescued themselves 
with considerable difficulty from the 
cqntrpul of the enemy, and had been 
with their gallant commander, the 
Marquis of ftomana, transported to the 


ifrandof Tangttafcfl rit fhe dfreafBAt. 
Here tfeey are to cemaia under the pre- 
taction of 9 ixr fleet, amid tnaaapDria 
can be sent to oonvpy iL«m home to 
Cheir native country, "They hare pre- 
served their arms and baggage. — Five 
thousand more of (bese loyal men' were 
prevented from making their escape by 
the Danes in Zealand. It ts said vhat 
a body of -them wore drawn jonc and 
harangued by a French general abe 
exerted every artifice of fraud, as wed 
as every power of eloquence, to prevail 
on thero tp declare for King Joseph; 
but they were obstinate In their adhe- 
rence to the cause of their countrymen; 
and while the Frendh officer was harto- 
guing them, a pistol was freed, wlacli 
missed tht general, but killed his aide* 
du-oamp at hjs sidsr. A Mjmult owned, 
in which ihty were overpowered and dis* 
firmed- In consequence of which all 
the other Spanish troops in Zealand 
were forced . to lay down their arras, to 
the amount of 5000. 

Sir J . Moore who was painfully 
compelled to withdraw the expedi- 
tion destined under bis command 
for the aid of Sweden, has satisfied 
his own sovereign that hi* conduct 
oil this extraordinary occasion was 
strictly conformable to his instruc- 
tions. It is thought government 
are not disposed any longer to con- 
ceal jthe principal circumstances of 

this extraordinary misunderstanding, 
which, from Sir John Moore's state- 
ment, are understood to be briefly 
these : — That having announced to 
his Swedish Majesty, at Sfockh<jJm f 
the arrival of Im force off Got tear 
burgh, be received orders ip land 
4ts army, and proceed without da*- 
lay to storm the impregnable i»fv 
tress of Sweaburgh. Sir John k*oi** 
,ing that he could not obey these or* 
ders consistently ■ with his instrac- 
lions from England, im mediately set 
off post for Stockholm, accompanied 
by bis Deputy Adjutant* General, 
and being admitted to ait audience, 
he stated to his Swedish Majesty 
the extent of the instructions which 
he had received from his own go- 
vernment ; these, it is now under*, 
stood, wer^ limited to a cp-^perajire 
invasion of Norway, or deftnoe of 
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Finland. The tflng, not satisfied 
with this explanation, demanded an 
immediate obedience to bis own or- 
der* : this, the British general said, 
he found it his painful duty to de- 
cline: his Majesty turning instantly 
upon his heel, withdrew, with apa- 
rent indignation, to an adjoining 
apartment. Sir John, after waiting 
a short time, returned to his hotel, 
where he had scarcely been seated, 
when a Swedish Aiddu-Camp at- 
tended him, and informed him, 
41 that it was his Majesty's pleasure 
that he, Sir John, should consider 
himself as confined to his apartment 
at Stockholm, until the King o£ 
Great Britain's sentiments should 
be further known, aud received by 
his Swedish Majesty on this subject, 
and for which one of the King's 
messengers had been instantly dis- 
patched to England !" Under this 
extraordinary arrest Sir J. Moore 
remained nearly a week, when re. 
collecting the temper and character 
of the authority 'he had to contend 
Vrith, he contrived, with his Adju- 
tant-General, to effect a secret re- 
treat in the night from Stockholm, 
travelling with such rapidity as to 
reach Gottenburgh, distant nearly 
400 miles, in less than 50 hours, 
udien, re-embarking on hoard his 
fleet* he immediately ordered it 
under weigh for England, having 
previously stopped one month's 
•ubsidy, which was about to be 
landed. 

Dispatches were received on the 
i9tb. by the American minister 
from America, brought by the Mope 
iu 23 days. She sailed on the 24th 
July, and having landed the mes- 
senger at Falmouth, she proceeded 
to Havre, with dispatches for Mr. 
Armstrong, In this instance the 
touches at England first. The 
Osage had arrived in America about 
* fortnight before the Hope sailed, 
that she brings the answer to her 
dispatches. 

, iir. Et^kine had been at Washing* 

- • t ’ • v » . . 


ton, and expectation im oil tht 
alert as to the object of bis journey. 
It was hoped that he had received 
Some new instructions to treat— ^ 
but the hopes in that Tespect went 
speedily dissipated. He ^returned 
after a few days stay. 

The cengTess had separated, lea** 
fng it to the discretion of the presi- 
dent to raise or cominuet he embargo. 
The people were, as heretofore* 
divided an the question, but on the 
whole perfectly tranquil on the sub* 
ject ; and there was no rational ex* 
pectation that it would be taken off 
while our orders in council remain 
in force. 

The last letters received are dated 
the 23d ult. at which time the presi- 
dent and the heads of the several 
departments had gone into the coun- 
try to their several estates. The 
following are private letters : — 

Alexandria , July 21. 

44 Mr. Jefferson will leave the city 
in a few days for Monti cello, and 
the heads of departments are gone or 
will go to their respective homes in 
a few days. 

“ Whether the dispatches by the 
schooner now going, will produce 
any thing, or lead to any settlement 
or accomodation with either of the 
belligerents, is quite uncertain. My 
opinion is, that the Northern and 
Southern slates will not permit the 
Virginia rulers to continue the em- 
baigo much longer. In the mean 
time, however, much will be* done 
by some leading characters to drive 
this country into a war with your's. 
It only wants some new aggression 
or some further stretch of naval do- 
mination on the part of Great Bri- 
tain to effect it." 

Washington July 14. 

“ The. news received per ship 
Osage, are really of a distressing 
nature; both missions to France and 
.England seem to have failed; the 
opposition in your parliament to the 
orders in council, appear to have 
been silenced ; France carries her 
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measures, to greater length than ever; 
there is no reasonable hopes of an 
Understanding taking place between 
this country and either of the belli- 
gerents,^ this government, you may 
rest assured, will not depart from the 
plan they have long since adopted — 
they will neither join nor go to war 
\ with either of the aggressors. The 
embargo, will, l am confident, be 
maintained by the next congress. It 
is still my opinion, that a general 
peace alone can change our situa- 
tion, unless the next year's election 
changes our politics altogether, and 
even this is scarcely to be expected. 
The president and heads of depart- 
ment will soon return to their seve- 
ral country seats till congress meet ; 
the former is even said to be going 
to-day. Mr. Erskine-s prompt re- 
turn from Philadelphia, had created 
hopes that he had received some 
powers to negociate, which hopes 
have already vanished ; he sets off 
again to-day." 

Slave Trade. — Interesting dispatch- 
es have been received from Africa, and 
with them some Sierra Leone Gazettes, 
from one of which, published in March 
last, we make the following extract: — 

“ To the Editor of the Sierra Leone 
Gazette . 

u Permit me to send you the follow- 
ing facts for your insertion, which will 
tend to shew in what manner some of 
the natives of this country are disposed 
to view the abolition of the slave trade. 

“ Since the abolition of the slave 
trade was made known in the neigh- 
bourhood ofGoree, a quai rel took place 
between the King of Darnel and the 
Maraboos ; after several skirmishes the 
Mara boos drove them back, and car- 
ried away with tlicm from 500 to 1000 
head of cattle, saying, that as there 
were no sale for slaves, they would not 
take their people, but that, as cattle 
could be turned to advantage, they 
would take them. 

“ I had some conversation with a 
man who took an active part against 
the King of Darnel : he assured me that 
the natives in'' their neighbourhood had 
no intention of taking any more prison- 
ers, as they would not sell ; but, that 
the idea that those who might unavoid- 


ably be taken, would be put to death, 
was quite erroneous. 

“ Mamadoo Saani, a powerful and 
intelligent chief on the river Gambia, 
told me that he regretted the abolition 
himself, as being the means of depriving 
him of some considerable emoluments, 
but that he believed, generally speak- 
ing, it would be of great service to the 
country. One very strong reason he 
gave was, that the want of confidence 
in each other, occasioned by the fear 
of kidnapping, or otherwise making 
slaves, obliged the natives to be con- 
stantly armed, and every man to sus- 
pect his brother; but, since the aboli- 
tion. they had already began to lay aside 
their guns when they went out; and he 
had no doubt, but in a short time, they 
would clear away the woods from about 
their towns that were then built ; aud 
that, in building new ones, they would 
have them in more exposed situations, 
and that he himself had altered his 
mind as to the place he hud chosen to 
build a town in, determining to build 
it now on the banks of the river, and 
Cut down all the woods near him ; and 
that die intended, as he knew many ci- 
ther natives did, to attend as^ much as 
possible to cultivation, particularly cot- 
ton, which grows there in great abun- 
dance/* 


SPANISIf DEPUTIES. 

The grand dinner so long announ- 
ced in honour of the cause of the 
Spanish Patriots, was given on 
Thursday the 4th inst. to the Spa- 
nish deputies, *at the New City of 
London Tavern. The chair was 
filled by Sir F. Baring, and immedi- 
ately around sat the Spanish depu- 
ties, the Spanish Admiral, Portu- 
guese Ambassador, Earls Camden 
and Bathurst, Viscount Sidmputb, 
Lords Erskine, Holland, and 
Hawkesbury, Sir C. Price and W. 
Curtis, Messrs. Canning, Windham* 
Perceval, and Sheridan, Aldermen 
Combe and Shaw, Messrs. Mellish, 
Thornton, &c. There were six ta- 
bles length-ways, and one cross ta- 
ble, in the large room, at whicht 
328 Noblemen and Gentlemen sat 
down to dinuer : and in the adjoin- 
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ing room there were 72, making to- Success to the patriots of Spain, 
gether 400 persons. The decora- our brave associates in liberty and 
tions, and stile of the entertainment arms. — The health of our illustrious 
in general, were itiost splendid, visitors, and may their courage and 
There was drest for the day 2 5001 bs. loyalty be crowned with success; 
weight of turtle, and the intervals and when they return to their coun- 
between the tureens had every deli- try, may they be rewarded by itsaf- 
cacy in season. The desert was ex- fection and gratitude, 
tremely magnificent. The following Mr. Canning said, that be rose in 
were the toasts first given, some of the name of these noble guests to 
which were introduced by short ob- express their thanks for the flatter- 
servations from the chair, compli- ing reception given them on this oc- 
mentary to the illustrious persons casion. They desired him to ac- 
named in them : — quaint this respectable company. 

The King. — The Queen. — The that without any hope of exterior 
Prince of Wales and Royal family. — aid, their countrymen would have 
Ferdinand the Vllth, King of Spain, endeavoured to rescue tbenselves 
— The Prince Regent of Portugal, from the tyranny by which they 
and the house of Braganza. — The were threatened, and they trust they 
King of Sweden. — The King of the should have succeeded. Now ha- 
Two Sicilies. — The President ajid the ving witnessed not only the promi- 
United States of America . ses, but the performances of the 

The only interruption to the gene- British nation to support their cause, 
ral harmony of the meeting occured they can entertain no reasonable 
when this last toast was announced; dpubt of a favourable issue. The 
and the marks of disapprobation con- honourable reward they propose is a 
tinued until a new subject drew the permament alliance and friendship 
attention of the company. . with this country, by which the se- 

An excellent band was provided curity and happiness of Spain and 
in the new orchestra, which struck Britain will be essentially promoted. 
«p when the noble personages enter- As an indication of the high icspect 
ed, and continued playing martial they bore to this meeting, they de- 
and patriotic pieces, from the best sired that the health of his Majesty 
masters, during the whole dinner should be again given, 
iime. 'Afterwards they were assisted This toast was succeeded by (he 
by Messrs. Dignum, Gibbons, and following : 

other vocal performers, who com- May the united efforts of Great 
mence4 with the favourite Anthem Britian, Spain, and Portugal, rcs- 
of — “ Non nobis Domine” In the cue the Continent from degrada- 
bourse of the evening, several new tion and tyranny. — Map the Spa - 
“songs were given, composed for the nish f Portuguese , British , end Sjcc- 
occasion, and “ Rule Britannia ” dish Powers ever unite for the support 
bad some additional verses subjoin- of Religion, Liberty, Loyalty 
adapted to the purpose of the and law ! 
meeting. / Lord Camden then proposed the 

• The conviviality of the evening health of the chairman with three 
having proceeded thus far, the chair- times tlieee, which produced an ap- 
man rose and said, that he had to propriate speech from the worthy 
propose a very few sentiments to the Baronet, and the return of the same 
gentlemen present, which he was compliment to the company, 
confident, would - meet with their At half past ten, the upper table 
cordial qjfcsent and approbation. Sir was cleared, and the whole of the 
♦Francis then proposed— company soon afterwards withdrew. 
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STATE PAPERS. 


• Portugal: 
manifesto, 

or Justification a no exposition 
J)/ the Conduct pf the Court of Por- 
tugal, with respect to France , from 
the commencement pf the Revolution 
ip the time of the invasion of Por- 
tugal ; and of the Motives that 
compelled it to declare War against 
the Emperor qf the French x in con- 
sequence of that Invasion , and the 
subsequent Declaration of War 
made after the Report of the Mi- 
nister for Foreign Affairs . 

Tbe Court of Portugal, after having 
kept a silence suitable to the diffe- 
rent circumstances in which it was 
placed, and to thp moment when 
the' seat of government was esta- 
blished, conceives that it owes to its 
dignjty and ratjk among other pow- 
ers, a faithful and accurate exposi- 
tion of jts conduct, supported by 
incontpstible facts, in order that its 
subjects, impartial Europe, and al- 
so the mo^t distant posterity, may 
judge pflhe purity of its conduct* 
Rnd the principles it has adopted, as 
well tQ ftvpid the fruitless effusion of 
the blood of its people, as because 
it coul/ not persuade i tself that so- 
•lenin treaties, of which it had fulfil*: 
led burthen, some conditions in 

favour of France, should become a 
despicable infant's toy in the eyes of 
a government whose immediate and 
fncronjmensurable ambition 1ms no 
iinuits, and which has hut too much 
opened the eyes pf the persons the 
most prejudiced in its favour. It if 
Dot in invective, or ip y^jn apd use- 
less menace^ thhtjbo court of Por- 
tugal will raise its Toipc from the 
▼01. XV. 


midst of tbe new empire which it is 
about to create : it j$ by true and au- 
thentic factSj explained with the 
greatest simplicity and moderation, 
that it will make known to Europe 
and its subjects all that it has suf- 
fered \ that it will excite . the atten- 
tion of those ^ho may still desire 
not to be the victims of so unbound- 
ed an ambition, and who may feel 
how much the future fate of Portu- 
gal and the restitution of its states 
invaded without a declaration of war* 
and in the midst pf a profound peace, 
ought to be of consequence to Eu- 
rope, if Europe ever hopes to see 
revivp the security and independence 
of ihe powers which formerly com- 
posed 'a species of republic that ba- 
lanced itself, and maintained an f- 
quilibrium in all its different part?. 
An appeal to Providence is the con- 
sequence of this exposition, and p. 
religious prince feels all tbe impor- 
tance of it, since guilt cannot al- 
ways remain unpunished, and usur- 
pation and violence enfeeble and 
Consume themselves by tbe continu- 
al effort^ they are obliged tp employ. 

The court of Portugal, though it 
saw with regret the French Revolu- 
tion begin, and deplored the fate pf 
the virtuous King, with whom it was 
connected by the closest ties of blood, 
did not take any part in the war 
which the conduct pf the madmen 
who then reigned, (by the confes- 
sion even pf the present government) 
forced all governments to declare 
against them; even when it sent 
Succours to Spain for the defence pf 
the Pyrenees* it always endeavour- 
ed to preserve the mc^bperfect neu- 
trality. 

zed by CjOCK^Ic 
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In the year 1793, the French go- stowed on an ally who, notwithstand- 
vernment sent a minister to the court ing the ancient rivalry of the two 
of Portugal, who was received with nations, would not fail to fulfil the 
the utmost respect, “but who was not conditionsofa treaty of alliance which 
acknowledged ; for then, neither the existed between them, 
principles of the law of nations, nor The treaties and peace of Badajoz 
of public law, authorised by govern- and Madrid, m 1801, are likewise 
ments to acknowledge extraordinary a new proof of bad faith in the ene- 
changes unless they were known to roies of the court of Portugal, since 
be legitimate; and no nation is in the treaty of Badajoz having been 
that respect to judge for another signed there by Lucien Bonaparte, 
while its independence exists. The the French plenipotentiary, and the 
Fiench government, without anyde- Prince of Peace, on the one side; 
claration of war, or any formality, and by the Portuguese plenipoten- 
began to detain the Portuguese mer- tiary on the other ; the French go- 
chant vessels ; and after the peace vernment refused to ratify it, and 
in 1801, demanded and obtained in- forced Portugal to sign anew treaty 
demnities for those which the court at Madrid, with much harder con- 
of Portugal had detained to obtain ditions, without being able to assign 
legitimate compensation, without any other motives than its caprice 
paying any regard to the claims and and ambition. This latter treaty 
remonstrances of the Portuguese was signed almost at the same time 
merchants. The court of Spain, with the treaty of JLondon between 
which bad required succours from England and France, which mode- 
Portugal, and which, by the con- rated some conditions too oppressive 
fession of the French generals, was to Portugal, and fixed the limits of 
obliged to acknowledge how useful North America, which was confirm- 
and necessary they had been, when ed by the peace of Amiens, and this 
It made peace with France, not on- consideration of England for its an- 
ly forgot its ally, which it ought to cient ally Was, in the eyes of France, 
have caused to be declared in a state a new proof of the servitude and 
of peace with Fiance, since the court bondage in Which the English go- 
of Portugal in succouring its ally, vernment held that of Portugal, 
to fulfil the conditions of the treaty No sooner was the treaty of 1801 
of alliance which existed between concluded, than the court of Portu- 
the two sovereigns, had bo inten- gal hastened to fulfil all its burthen- 
lion to make war against Franca; some conditions, and to shew, by 
but what is perhaps unheard of, or the religious and punctual observe- 
at least very rare in the annals of tion of all its engagements, how 
history, Spain then made a common much it desired to cpnfirm the good 
cause with France, to force Portu- understanding which was rc^establish- 
gal to receive unjust and humilia- ed between the two governments, 
ting conditions of peace, nor did and which ought to have ckUsed io 
Spain cease to declare itself the ene- be forgotten all the Injuries it had 
my of its ally till the moment when suffered, which certainly bad never 
' the treaties of Badajoz and Madrid been provoked on its part. The 
Were signed; employing even the conduct of the French government 
{ forces of France to arrest from Por- was very different-^ from the first 
tiigal a small extent of territory of moment that peace was re-establish- 
the Province of ^Alentyo, on the ed, it required all kind of unjust 
side of Oliveira, thus leaving to sacrifices -on the part of. the Portu- 
posterity an eternal monument of guese government, in favour of the 
the wretched tecompence she be- i^os^ extjrayagant and unfounded 
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pretensions of France. Subject Eu- 
rope ought then to have foreseen, 
that its subjugation from Lisbon to 
Petersburgh was determined in the 
cabinet of the Thuilleries, and that 
it was necessary to combine, to 
level the colossus with the ground, 
or submit to be his victim. 

After a short interval, war broke 
out anew between England and 
France ; and the court of Portugal, 
having made the greatest sacrifices 
to avoid war, and the harsh and hu- 
miliating propositions of the French 
government, thought itself fortunate 
to be able to conclude, with the 
greatest sacrifices of money, the trea- 
ty of 1804, in which France promi- 
sed in the sixth article as follows: — 
44 The First Consul of the French 
44 republic consents to acknowledge 
“ the neutrality of Portugal during 
44 the present war, and not to oppose 
44 any measures that may be taken 
44 with respect to the belligerent 
44 nations, agreeably to the princi- 
44 pies and general laws of neutrality ” 
The French government from that 
time received all the advantages of 
such a treaty ; it never had occasion 
to make the smallest complaint a- 
gainst the Portuguese government. 
Yet it was during the same war, and 
after such a stipulation, that it re- 
quired of the court of Portugal, not 
only the infraction of its neutrality, 
but a declaration of war, in viola- 
tion of all the treaties that had exis- 
ted between the two countries; and in 
which, in the case of war acknow- 
ledged possible, it was determined 
bow the subjects of the two nations 
should be treated, and all this with- 
out Portugal having any cause of 
complaint against the British go- 
vernment, which had even given it 
•very kind of satisfaction, when the 
commanders of its ships of war had 
failed in that respect which was due 

a neutral flag. 

The F.mperorof the French in the 
time caused one of his squa- 
drons, on board of which was his 


brother, to potto sea. It anchored 
in ' the bay of All Saints, where it 
fras received with every kind of re* 
spect, and was supplied with all 
sorts of refreshments. Yet, what is 
worthy of attention is, that at the 
very time the French government 
received, on the part of Portugal, 
so many marks of friendship and 
consideration, the squadron burned 
some Portuguese vessels to conceal 
their route, with a promise of in* 
demnity to the proprietors, which 
promise was never performed. Eu* 
rope may hence conclude the fate 
which awaits it, should the French 
acquire an ascendancy by sea equal 
to that it has obtained by land, and 
may properly estimate the foubda- 
tion of the complaints it so loudly 
utters against the English govern- 
ment. England never made any re- 
monstrances against the succours 
granted to the French squadron, for 
they were within the acknowledged 
limits of the law of nations ; but the 
minister for foreign affairs of France 
has dared to assert, in the face of 
Europe, that Portugal gave assis- 
tance to the English for the conquest 
of Monte Video and Buenos Ayres ; 
while it is a fact known to all the 
world, that that expedition which 
sailed from the Cape of Good Hope, 
received from Portugal neither ves- 
sels, money, nor men, nor in fine, 
any merchandize considered as con- 
traband of war ; and that the En- 
glish squadrons during this war ob- 
tained nothing at Rio Janeiro, or 
the other ports of Brazil, except 
what is not refused to any nation, 
and which had been supplied plenti- 
fully to the French squadron. The 
court of Portugal defies the court 
of Fance to produce any fact in con** 
tradiction to this assertion, which fa 
founded in the mostexact and impar* 
tiaf truth. 

France received from PortugaF 
from 1 804 to 1 807 > all the colonial 
commodities, and first materials for 
her manufactures. The ultiance of 


Digitized by 


Google 



Iff 


PdHmph 

EaiflliiA wtth ParUgal tts useful Franck, while a twelvemonth be* 
to Frfcnce* «ui in the depression fore it Would not attack, and per* 
suffered bjr the acts end industry , in taps compel him to receive the law, 
bttistqwenca of a perpetual war by and save Europe, jointly with Rus* 
land, and a disastrous war by sea, in sia and Austria, found means to 
which she qaly met with defeat*, pacify the court of Portugal, which 
was cer tainly a great advantage to she then chose to spare. The court 
France, that the commerce of Por- of Portugal could not then conceits 
tngal should suffer no interruption: that a similar perfidy would be the 
hfidoubtedly it was equally useful to attribute of a power, whose conduct 
both countries, by ravaging Portugal, ought to keep pace with that mte> 
by subjecting her to excessive con* grity and those dignified sentiments, 
tributiqns in an unheard of manner, which suit so well an exalted rank, 
without war or any resistance having The war, which was after wards con- 
been made on her part, France has tinued with Russia, and which might 
Hot obtained that advantage which a yet perhaps have saved Europe, it 
bommeree useful to both countries the union of the Governments which 
Would have procured her. The court divided it had been as close as it 
of Portugal might therefore justly, should have been, $till retarded the 
with every kind of foundation, Tft at- execution of the view of the Erope- 
ter itself, that that of the Thuille* ror of the French with regard to 
lies would respect a neutrality which Portugal; and it was only by con* 
it had acknowledged by a solemn eluding the peace of Tilsit, that the 
treaty, and from which it derived court of the Thujllenes in a dictato* 
such decided advantages. It was rial tone, such as might have become 
however awakened from its security Charlemagne addressing the princes, 
in the month of August, 1806, by a whose sovereign lord he was, caused 
formal declaration of. the French the strange demand to be made to 
minister for Foreign affairs, M. Tal- the court of Portugal, through the 
le^rand, to Lord Yarmouth, by medium of the French charge d af- 
which the former notified to the lat- faires, and by the Spanish arabassa* 
ter, that if England did not make a dors. Is, ToshuttheportsofPor- 
inaritime peace, the French govern- tugal against England. $d. To de- 
ment would declare war against tain all Englishmen who resided in 
Portugal, and order that country to Portugal ; and, 3d, To confiscate 
be occupied by thirty thousand men. all English property ; or, in case of 
It was not with thirty thousand men refusal, to expose itself to^ui imme* 
that the invasion of Portugal could diatewar with Frauce and Spain,' 
be effected, but the Emperor of the the French charge d'affaires, and 
French, who knew the security in the ambassador of Spain, having or* 
which Portugal remained in conse* dors to depart on. the ist. of Septem- 
qtience of the treaty of neutrality, her, three weeks after the said pro- 
thought he could take her by sur- position^ was made, in case that the 
prise, and this was sufficient to jus- court ot Portugal sliou Id not com* 
tify bis proceedings. The court of ply with all the pretensions of the 
England was alarmed by the above two courts. Tha good faith of the 
declaration, and proposed and of* French government is no lets remark* 
fered to that of Portugal all kind of able with regard to the celerity 
sucCour; but France, which at that with which, after having made that 
^period had arranged every thing to declaration, and without waiting 
$rush the Prussian Court, which for the answer «©f Portugal, ft or* 
then alone bid defiance lo the supe- dered all Portuguese merchant ships 
rior >powcr of the Emperor .of tha to be jdatained which were in the 
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pom of France, and by- that*' Me** 
•are actually commencing hostilities 
without any previous dec la rati off of 
war, thus carrying tO’ a far greater 
length all the proceedings which 
farmed its continued topic of re- 
proach against England, which af- 
fer such a conduct will be justly 
valued, 

. The court of Portugal might well 
then have adopted the known maxim 
of the Romany and been convinced* 
that disgraceful conditions frequent* 
)y saved those who refuse them, and 
brought destruction over those by 
whom they were proposed ; but on 
the one side it could not believe, 
that the court of the Tbuillerie* 
made in earnest, proposals which 
committed both its honour and dig- 
nity; and on the other side, it hoped 
to ward off the storm, desirous of 
sparing the blood of its people, and 
placing implicit confidence in the 
friendship of his Britannic Majesty, 
its old and faithfulally. It endeavour- 
ed to render the pretensions of the 
French government more moderate, 
by acceding to the shutting the ports, 
and refusing the two other articles 
its contrary to theprinciples of pub- 
lic law, and to the treaties which 
Subsisted between the two nations; 
and his royal highness the prince 
regent of Portugal had no hesitation 
to declare, that those articles wound* 
ed equally his religion and theprin- 
ciples of morality, from which he 
never deviates, and which are per- 
haps the cause of the unshaken fide- 
lity which he has experienced on the 
JNtft of his subjects. v 

The court of Portugal then be- 
gan to adopt measures for its retreat 
to that part of the Portuguese do- 
minions which Js not exposed to any 
invasion, the consequence of which 
ought to create alarm. 

For this purpose it ordered all 
wch ships of war as were fit to keep 
the sea to be fitted out, and also di- 
rected ail the English to quit iu do* 
•unions and sell their property, 


with an 'intention- **T shutting th^ 
ports against England; in order thus 
ro avoid an effasion of the blood 
its subjects, which would probably 
have proved useless, and to endea? 
your to comply with the views of the 
Emperor of the French, in case he 
should notallow himself to be sof- 
tened down by that justice with 
which the court of Portugal asserted 
the rights of its independence, along 
with those which resulted from the 
treaty of neutrality concluded in 
1804. The court of the Thuilleries 
was unwilliug to agree to any 
conciliatory measures, having not 
only demanded the shutting lb« 
polls, but the imprisonment of all 
British subjects, the confiscation of 
their property, and a dereliction of 
the project to retreat to America, 
His royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal, who knew, on lha 
one side, that his Britannic Majes- 
ty, his true and old ally, informed 
of all the transactions which were 
going on, would consent to the shut- 
ting the ports, in order to save Por- 
tugal from the invasion of the 
French ; and who was convinced, 
on the other side** that there was 
no longer any Englishman in Portu- 
gal who was not naturalized in that 
country; and that all English pre* 
perty bad been sold, ami even its 
amount exported, adopted the reso- 
lution to shut their ports against 
England, and even to comply with 
the rest of the demands and preten-? 
sions of France ; declaring, however* 
at the same time, that, should the 
French troops enter Portugal, his 
royal highness was firmly resolved 
to remove the seat of government to 
the Brazils, which formed the most 
important and best defended part of 
his dominions. His royal highnes* 
then ordered the whole of his army' 
to move to the coast and sea ports, 
supposing that as France had obtain- 
ed all she demanded, she would have 
nothing else to ask, confided in 
that good faith which ought to be. 
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considered the fundamental princi- 
ple in every government which has 
Ceased to be revolutionary, and felt 
conscious that having done every 
thing *in his power to secure the 
tranquillity of his people, and avoid 
an useless effusion of blood, he had 
fulfilled all the duties of a virtuous 
prince adored by his subjects, and 
who to the Supreme Being alone, 
has to account for his actions. 

The French government then ob- 
served a line of conduct towards his 
royal highness, and his dominions, 
which would be unprecedented in 
history, were not the invasion of 
Switzerland by France at the time 
of the executive directory, of a 
similar description. General Junot, 
without any previous declaration, 
without the consent of the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, entered the 
kingdom with the vanguard of hts 
army, assuring the people in the 
country that he was inarching 
through it, to secure his royal high- 
ness against an invasion of the Eng- 
lish, and that he entered Portugal 
as the General of a friendly and al- 
lied power. He received on his 
journey convincing proofs of the 
good fairh of the Portuguese go- 
vernment, for he witnessed the per- 
fect uneasiness which prevailed with 
regard to France, and that all the 
Portuguese troops were near the 
coast. His royal highness, the Prince 
of Portugal, surprised in such an 
extraordinary manner, might have 
rallied round him the body of troops 
which were at a small distance 
from him, caused the English fleet 
to enter the port of Lisbon, and 
thus cut to pieces the small and 
miserable corps which General 
Junot was advancing with a degree 
of temerity which would have been 
ridiculous, bad not General Junot, 
whom his conduct in Venice and 
Lisbon ha9 but too well made known, 
relied on the feelings of a virtuous 
prince, who would never have ex- 
posed his people to the most dread* 
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ful calamities by a sure first success, 
which would only have served to 
chastise the audacity of a man who, 
like many others, abused the power 
with which he was entrusted, or 
who acted in pursuance of orders 
which cannot be justified. 

His royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent then adopted the only measure 
which could suit his situation, ac- 
cording to the principle which hd 
had constantly followed to save the 
blood of his people, and in order to 
prevent the criminal plan of the 
French government from being car- 
ried into execution, which had no- 
thing less in view than to secure his 
royal person and the whole family, 
in order to divide at its own will and 
pleasure the spoils of the crown of 
Portugal, and the Portuguese domfr 
nions; Providence seconded the ef- 
forts of a just prince, and the mag- 
nanimous resolution which bis royal 
highness adopted, to retire with his 
august royal family to Brazil, ctis- 
concerted at once the efforts of the 
French government, end exposed in 
the clearest light in the face of Eu- 
rope the criminal and treacherous 
view of a government, which aims at 
the universal domination of all Eu- 
rope and of the whole world, if the 
great European Powers, roused from 
the lethargic stupor into whfch they 
are sunk, do not make commoit 
cause vigorously to oppose an am^ 
bition so immoderate and excessive! 

Since his royal highness's safe ar- 
rival in his dominions in Brazil, he 
has learned with horror, not only 
the usurpation of Portugal, and the 
pillage and plunder practised in that 
country, but also the shameful pro- 
ceedings of the Emperor of the 
French, who as the dictator of Eu 1 - 
rope, dares to represent it as a enna* 
of his royal highness, that he bal 
removed bis seat of government to 
Brazil, and in his faithful subject! 
who followed him, to have accorn 5 * 
panied a prince whom all his pcop/4 
revere, Ml more on account of hit 
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.virtues than of the, rights of his au- 
gust royal family , which he has in- 
herited, and by virtue of which he 
reigns over them. 

His royal highness has witnessed 
with horror the hardihood with 
.which an attempt has been made in 
an official paper to proscribe the 
rights of h ban gust royal family to 
the crown of Portugal, with which 
be will never part; and he is enti- 
tled to demand of the Emperor of 
the French from what code of the 
law of nations he has drawn similar 
principles, and received such autho- 
rity, claiming to this subject the 
most serious consideration of all the 
European powers, who cannot see 
with indifference what has here been 
stated, and the introduction of a 
new government in Portugal, with- 
out his consent, as well as the raising 
an exorbitant contribution, demand- 
ed from a country which opposed 
no kind of resistance to the entry of 
the French troops, and which on 
this very ground could not consider 
itself as being at war with France. 
The most remote posterity, as well 
as impartial Europe, will see with 
grief such transactions, the forerun- 
ners of barbarism and misery, such 
as those which followed the down- 
fall of the Roman Empire, and which 
Cannot be avoided, unless exertions 
he made to restore the equipoise of 
.Europe, by an unanimous effort, 
and yith a total oblivion of all. ideas 
and feeling of rivalship, that has hi- 
therto been the true cause of the ele- 
vation of that monstrous power, 
which threatens to swallow up all. 

After this correct and true state- 
ment,. made by his royal highness 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, to 
• Europe and to his subjects, of every 
thing which has taken place between 
the Portuguese and French govern- 
ments; and as the Emperor of the 
Trench has pot only invaded Portu- 
gal, and laid that country under the 
inost dreadful, and Almost incredible 
contribution, under the cloak of 


friendship, but haft also long ago . 
withdrawn his embassy, from bb 
royal highness's court, and even 
caused Portuguese merchant ships to 
be seized which were in his ports , with- 
out any previous declaration of war, 
and contrary to an express article of 
the treaty of neutrality, from which 
he derived the greatest advantages, 
and lastly, declared war against him, 
according to the report of the mini- 
ster of foreign affairs, his royal high- 
ness, after having resigned his cause 
into the hands of the Almighty, 
whom he has every right to invoke in 
so just a cause, thinks it due to his 
rank and to the dignity of his crown, 
tomake the following declaration: — 

His royal highness breaks off all 
commuication with France, recalls 
all the members of his embassy, if 
they should yet remain, and author 
rues all his subjects to wage war by 
sea and land against the subjects of 
the Emperor of the French. 

His royal highness declares null 
and void all the treaties which the 
Emperor of the French has com- 
pelled him to conclude, and in par- 
ticular those of Badajoz and Ma- 
drid, in 1801, and that of neutrali- 
ty, in 1804; because he has violas 
ted them, and never respected them. 

His royal highness will not lay 
down his arms, unless in concert 
with his Britannic Majesty^ his old 
and faithful ally, and will never 
agree to a cession of Portugal, which 
forms the most ancient part of the. 
inheritance and of the rights of bis 
august royal family. 

When the Emperor of the French* 
shall have satisfied in every point the 
just claims of bis royal highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, and shall 
have relinquished the dictatorial aud 
imperious rone in which he lords it 
over oppressed Europe ; and when 
he shall have restoied to the crown 
of Portugal all be has invaded in the 
midst of peace and without the least 
provocation, bis‘ royal highness will 
avail himself of the earliest oppor- 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



136 Portugal. [SETT. 

t unity to renew the connection which punishment shall be terrible. Can 
has always subsisted between the you regret a dynasty which has-aban- 
two countries, and which ought to doned you, and whose government 
exist between nations that would ne- had so humiliated you, that you 


wer be divided but by those princi- 
ples of inordinate ambition, which, 
according to the experience of ages, 
have always proved destructive to 
jibe welfare and tranquillity * of all 
nations by which they %vere adopted. 

Rio Janeiro, May 1st. 1808. 


•TROCLAMATIOK BY GEN. JUNOT. 

Ike Duke of Abrantcs, General in 
Chief of the Army of Portugal, to 
- the Poitugeuse. ( extract ) 

What frenzy agitates you ? Into 
•what au abyss of calamities are you 
about to plunge yourselves ? After 
aeven mouths of the most perfect 
tranquility* of the most complete 
•harmony, what cause have you to 
rush to take up arms— and against 
whom? Against an army which 
was to secure your independence, 
which was to maintain the integrity 
of your country, and, in a word, 
without which you would cease to 
be Portuguese. Who can thus urge 
you on to betray your own interests? 
Do you then wish that the ancient 
•Lushiania should henceforth be no 
jnore than a province of Spain? 
What can you expect in a contest 
with an army, numerous, valiant, 
and inured to war, in whose presence 
you will be dispersed like the sands 
oi the desert by the impetuous blasts 
of the south wind ? Do you not 
.perceive, that those who mislead 
you, look not to what may further 
your interests, but solely to the 
means of gratifying their revenge; 
and, provided the continent is dis- 
turbed, what signifies it to them 
how much blood may flow? Should 
those perfidious isiandeis land on 
. your territory, leave me to combat 
them ; this is the duty of my army ; 
yours is to remain peaceable in your 
fields. 1 pity your error; but should 
you persist in it, should you conti- 
• two deaf to my voice, tremble ; your 
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were no longer ranked among the 
nations of Europe? Doubtless, at 
this moment, your new monarch is 
on the eve of visiting you. Tie ex- 
pected to find faithful subjects; 
shall he find only rebels? I ex- 
pected to have delivered over to him 
a peaceable kingdom and flourishing 
cities ; shall I be obliged to shew him 
only ruins and heaps of ashes and 
dead bodies ? Would he reign over 
a desolate country ? Certainly not. 
You will only be an unfortunate 
province of Spain. Your customs, 
your laws, every thing ha9-been pre- 
served. Isnot your religion ours? 
Has it suffered the slightest insult } 
Are not you, on the contrary, those 
who violate it? You yield Co the 
seduction and gujdanCe of heretics, 
whose only wish is to destroy you 
and your religion. Ask the unfortu- 
nate Irish catholics, what oppres- 
sion they groan under in their own 
country, and by the orders of tlifif 
own government. Well ! Portuguese, 
you have only the interval of a mo- 
ment to implore the clemency «f 
the Emperor, and to disarm hw 
wrath. Merit pardon by a prompt 
submission, and a prompt obedience 
to my orders ; if not, think of the 
punishment which awaitsyou. Eveiy 
city, town, or village, which shall 
take up arms against my forces, and 
whose inhabitants shall fire upoto tho 
French troops, shall be delivered up 
to pillage, and totally destroyed; 
and the inhabitants shall be put to 
the sword. Every individual taken 
in arms shall be instantly Shot. 

Done at head quarters, in the pa- 
lace of Lisbon, June $6, 1601* 

THE DUKE OF A BRAN TBS* 


PROCLAMATION Of ADMIRAL 
COYTOtf. 

The undersigned admiral, com- 
manding ihe tivtioL Ms Britan® 6 
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Majesty on the coast of Portugal, rupted by promises; let them braver 
loses not a moment to mafce known, ly and resolutely determine to rescue 
that he has received an express from themselves from oppression, and to 
the loyal inhabitants of .Sines, and restore the government of their law- 
to assure them, as well as every true ful Prince. 

and loyal Portuguese engaged in a General Junot has even in his last 
just, honourable, and glorious cause* Edict of the 26th. of June, fabrica* 
such as the re-establishment of its ted the most sanguinary thieats a- 
rightful prince, that all the support gainst the inhabitants of PortugdL 
lying in the power of his Britannic They are threatened with the, det- 
Majesty's fleet shall be given. struciion of the most loyal and po- 

Capt. Smith, commanding his Bri- pnlous cities, and their inhabitants 
tannic Majesty's ship Co in us, is doomed to the point of the 8 Word, 
charged to deliver this express, and by a handful of men* amounting at 
instructed to proceed to Sines, in most to ten thousand, bearing no 
order to lend a prompt and iinme- proportion to the Portugal. Woe to 
diate assistance. the criminal oppressors, if the loyal 

The British admiral undersigned Portuguese encounter them fearLesa^ 
can assure the inhabitants of Sines, the righteousness of its cause musit 
of the whole kingdom of Portugal, triumph. Noble enthusiasm per- 
that the most energetic, valorous, vading the ranks can never be daun- 
and decisive efforts, have been dis- ted, if all access to seduction be 
played, with the completest sue precluded. A vigorous resistance 
cess, to frustrate the perfidious de- conjoined to the energetic eflorib 
signs of the French against the inde- now exerting by your valbttroufc 
pendence, and even the existence of neighbours and friends* the bpar 
this nation. The French ships in niards, resolutely engaged in the 
Cadiz have been battered and com- same glorious cause, must hare the 
pelled to surrender to the brave happiest issue ; ae yet there are thoUr 
Spaniards ; the people are in every sands in Portugal anxious, to einUr 
part risen in arms, and the result late the deeds of their forefathers in 
cannot fail proving glorious. Sjmi- loyalty and glory. I repeat it to 
lar energy must be attended with the each loyal Portuguese, that all th^ 
Barae success in Portugal., and thus aid of which his Britannic Majesty 
will the inhabitants of both kingdoms fleet is capable, shall be given in her 
holej an equal right to the esteem, half of a cause so just, glorious* and 
applause, and admiration of Eorope. honourable, as the restoration of its 
The undeisigned has received de- lawful prince, in whose name the 
putations from the provinces of ihe standard ougltf to have been raised 
north of Portugal, already in arms, in the south, as has been done in the 
swearing to re-establish the govern- north, for all the loyal to repair to. 
Rent of their legitimate Prince, and Given on board his Britannic Ma- 
to resist their oppressors. AtOpor- jesty's ship Hibernia, anchored 
to, Vianain Entre, Minho E Douro, the mouth of the Tagus, July 1.. 
and part of Beira, 100,000 Portu^ Charles cotton. 

guese have risen ip arms; and if AtGniral of the Blue % Commander in 
their gallant countrymen in the Chief oj hit Britannic Majesty* s fleet. 
South unite themselves to them, they 

cannot fail overthrowing the small proclamation by sircharle^ 
band of Frenchmen now occupying cotton, bart. 

the capital : but to vanquish, unani- Inhabitants of Portugal ! 
mity is requisite: let them not be Deputations having reached me 
intimidated by menaces, or be cor- from all parts of the kingdom, 6ol*- 
VOE. iv, g 
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'citing succour, aid, and assistance, 
and stating to me the loyal, brave, 
and manly determination of the peo- 
ple of Portugal to establish the go- 
vernment of theii lawful Prince and 
emancipate their country fromFrench 
oppression, 

I send, agreeable to your request, 
ships, troops, arms, and ammuni- 
tion, and have directed the standard 
of his royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal to be reared, round 
which every loyal Portuguese is 
hereby invited immediately to rally, 
and to take up arms in so just and so 
glorious a cause. 

To be successful, Portuguese, 
you must be unanimous; and, joined 
by your brave neighbours and friends, 
the Spaniards, you must not be 
intimidated by menaces, nor seduced 
by promises. 

Some months experience must 
have convinced you of the effect of 
French friendship ; it is now to Bri- 
tish faith and assistance, aided by 
your own energy and efforts, that 
you will, I trust, be indebted for the 
restoration of your Prince and the 
independence of your country. 

C. Cotton, 

Hibernia , off the Tagus , July 4. 

People oj Portugal . — The time is 
arrived lo rescue your country, and 
to restore the government of your 
lawful Prince. His Britannic Ma- 
jesty, our most gracious King and 
master, has, in compliance with 
the wishes and ardent supplications 
for succour from all parts of Por- 
tugal, sent to your aid a British 
army, directed to co-operate with 
his fleet already on your coasts. 

The English soldiers who land 
upon your shores, do so with equal 
sentiments of friendship, faith, and 
honour. 

The glorious struggle in which 
you are engaged is for all that is 
dear to man, the protection of your 
wives and children, the restoration 
of your lawful Prince, the indepen- 
dence, nay very existence, of your 
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kingdom, and for the preservation 
of your holy religion ! objects like 
these can only be attained by dis- 
tinguished examples of fortitude and 
constancy. 

The noble struggle against the 
tyranny and usurpation of France 
will bejointly maintained by Portugal, 
Spain, and Eugland, and in con- 
tributing to the success of a cause 
so just and glorious, the views of his 
Britannic Majesty are the same as 
those by which you are yourselves 
animated. 

Charles Cotton. 

Arthur Wellesley, 
Lavos , August 4. 


THE POPE. 

The official correspondence which 
passed between the papal govern* 
ment and the French officers and 
ministers relative to the seizure of 
the ecclesiastical states, has been 
recently published at Palermo by 
order of his Sicilian Majesty. 

The French troops entered Rome 
in the month of February, but did 
not until the beginning of March 
shew much indication of attacking 
the power of the pope. 

The first note is dated the 2d of 
March, from the Quirinal palace, 
and is addressed by Cardinal Doria 
Pamfili, the then papal minister, to 
Lefebvre, the French charge des 
affaires. It complains of the violence 
and ootrage of the French military 
commander (Miollis) who had sent 
an inspector to the post office, to 
open the Inters, had, by force in- 
corporated the papal troops with 
the French army, had exiled from 
Rome, Colonel Bracci, for being 
faithful to his prince, and h{»d seized 
four Cardinals, and sent them to 
Naples under an escort, like state 
criminals.. 

The second note is addressed to 
General Miollis, and protests against 
the imprisonment of some of the otfi* 
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tete of the papal troops* for having 
refused to serve in the French arfny, 
and against a measure which was 
understood to be in contemplation 
of transporting them to Mantua* or 
some other fortress of the kingdom 
of Italy. . 

The third paper is a note dated 
March 23d, addressed by the car- 
dinal secretary of state, in the name 
of the pope } to all the cardinals 
who had received orders to quit 
Rome. It refers to an order of the 
Trench commandant for ten cardi- 
nals to quit Rome within three days* 
against which it strongly protests, 
and directs those cardinals not to 
quit Rome unless compelled by 
force. Amongst the ten was the 
papal minister Cardinal Doria Pa in- 
fill, who Was afterwards replaced by 
Cardinal Gabrielli. 

Tbe fourth paper is a note from 
Cardinal 'Gabrielli to Lefebvre, the 
French charge des affairs, dated 
March 27th. It refers to the force 
used to compel the cardinals above 
referred to* to quit Rome, against 
which it strongly protests.' 

No. 5, is a note from Cardinal 
Gabrielli to the papal treasurer, to 
give to Cardinals Saluzzo and Pigna- 
telli, who had been sent to the 
North of Italy, 1,000 crowns each* 

No. 6. is a note from Cardinal 
Gabrielli to Lefebvre, dated April 
7th, referring to the entrance of 
Trench troops on the morning of 
that day into the papal palace, from 
whence they turned out the pope's 
guards, and mounted guard them- 
selves. The commandant of the 
garde sedentaire , who refused to 
obey the orders of the French com- 
mander, was made prisoner, toge- 
ther with the whole of the garde 
noble and their commandant. Against 
these acts also, the cardinal in the 
name of his holiness strongly protests. 

No. 7* w a note from Cardinal 
Gabrielli to Lefebvre, dated April 
11, referring to-rfh order previously 
issued by the papal government! 


that the gardes du corps, arid a small 
number of militia who had not been 
incorporated with the French array, 
should wear a new cockade, in order 
to distinguish them ; and also refer- 
ring to an order issued by the French 
commandant, and posted up, de- 
nouncing this cockade as a signal of 
combination against the French 
army. The note proceeds to deny 
that such was the object of ordering 
the cockade, and protests against 
the order issued by the French com- 
mandant as derogatory to the cba«* 
raCfer of his holiness. 

No answers from the French charge 
des affaires of general appear to any 
of these notes. 

No. 8, is the following answer of 
the French minister for foreign af- 
fairs, Champagny, to a note of the 
papal legate, Cardinal Caprara. 

“ The undersigned minister for foreign 
affairs to his Majesty, the Emperor of 
the French. King of Italy, has laid before 
his Majesty the note of his excellency 
Cardinal Caprara, and is directed to 
return the following answer: — * 

The Emperor cannot recognize the 
principle that prelates are not subjects 
of the Sovereign under whose dominion 
they were born. 

As to the second question, the pro- 
position from which the Emperor will 
not depart is that all Italy, Rome, Na- 
ples, and Milan, shall make an offensive 
and defensive league, in order to keep 
that peninsula free from disorder andwar. 

If the holy father accedes to this pro- 
position every thing is at an end. If 
he refuses he announces by that deter- 
mination that he does not wish for any 
arrangement, any peace with the Em- 
peror, aud that he declares war. — The 
first result of war is conquest, and 
the first result of conquest is a change 
of government. If the Emperor is 
forced to be at war with Rome, will 
he not in making it a conquest change 
the government, and establish another 
which will make common cause with 
the kingdoms of Italy and Naples against 
the common enemies. What guarantee , 
would there be for the tranquillity and 
security of Italy, if those two kingdoms 
were to he separated by a state where 
their enemies might continually calcu- 
late upon a certain point of assemblage? 
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These changes, readerdd aecessnry 
if the holy father persists iu I us refusal, 
will not affect his spiritual rights : he 
will continue to be bishop of Rome, as 
his predecessors were duriog eight cen- 
turies under Charlemagne. Is will be, 
however, to bis Majesty a subject of 
grief to see imprudence, obstinacy, and 
blindness destroy the work of genius 
and of enlightened policy. 

^At the moment when the undersigned 
received orders to deliver this answer 
to Cardinal Cnprara, he received the 
note which Ins eminence did him the 
honour to address to him on the 50 th 
of March. This note has two objects, 
the first to announce the cessation of the 
powers of the holy see, which is notified 
contrary to ordinary forms and usages, 
and oir the erne of the holy week, a time 
when the court of Rome, if it were still 
artjmrtfed by a true evangelical spirit, 
w'onld have thonght it its duty to mul- 
tiply its spiritual succours,and to preach 
and shew by its example union amongst 
tire faithful. Although (the holy father 
having withdrawn the powers of his 
eminence) the Emperor can no longer 
recognize him as legate, the Gal lie an 
ebareb retains its doeirine, in all its 
integrity 1 ; its light and its piety will 
erwrinue to preserve in France the ca- 
tlrolic religion, to cause which to be 
respected arid defended will always be 
the glory of the Emperor. 

The second object of the note of his 
eminence Cardinal Caprara is to demand 
his passports as ambassador. The un- 
dersigned Has the honour to address 
them to him. His Majesty sees with 
regcct this, formal demand for passports, 
of wlpch the use in modern times is to 
make. a declaration of war. Rome is 
therefore at war with France, and in 
tins state of things his Majesiy has is- 
sued the necessary orders for the resto- 
ration of the tranquillity of Italy. The 
court of Rome iu this conduct, and in 
ebusing lor this rupture a time when it 
might have believed its arms more 
powerful, may have been induced to 
look forward to other extremitios; but 
the enlightened stare of the age w ill 
arrest their affect. Temporal and spi- 
ritual power arc no longer confounded; 
tl*e royal dignity consecrated by God is 
above all attack. 

The undersigned hopes that the ob- 
servations which he has received orders 
to transmit to his eminence Cardiual 
Caprara, may determine. the hety see 


ta accede to the propositions of bit 
Majesty He has the honoar to renew 
to Lis eminence the assurances of bis 
highest consideration.* 

(Signed) Chabtpagsy. 

-Pam, Aprils. 

This note was replied to by that 
of Cardinal Gabrielli, which wtoh in. 
serted in our last, P. 55. 


NAPLES. 

Genoa, Aug . 3. — His Migesty tbw 
Emperor and King, having by a de- 
cree of the 19 th tilt, conferred upon 
Prince Cambaceres, Arch-chancel- 
lor of the empire, the title of the 
Duke of Parma ; and on prince Lc 
Brim, arch treasurer, that of Duke 
of Piacenza ; the court of appeal, 
at its sitting of the 25th, published 
and registered the said coostituikin- 
ai act, and the minute of the appro- 
priation of the estates, constituting 
the said duchies. 

Naples* Aug . 1. — The. impatience 
of the Neapolitan people is satisfied. 
They are now informed of the name 
of the prince to whom bis Majesty 
the Emperor Napoleon has commit- 
ted the. charge of rendering us hap- 
py- it is the Grand Duke of Berg, 
the brother in law and companion 
in the field of bis Majesty. The 
following documents on this impor- 
tant subject were yesterday; commu- 
nicated to the council of state, who 
had an extraordinary meeting for 
this purpose 

Royal Decrie. 

Joachim Napoleon, King of the 
two Sicilies, having heard the report 
of our minister for foreign affairs, 
has decreed as follows 

Art.— The title we assume on as- 
cending the throne of the two Sici- 
lies is the following: — 

Joachim Napoleon, by the grace 
of God and the constitutioh of state, 
King of the two Sicilies, and Grand 
Admiral of the Empire. 

JI, — The present - decree shall be 
inserted iu the bulletin of the laws, 
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and ceimwii cated io all the d*pfirt- 
ftients of the state. 

III. — Our minister for foreign 
affair, and our other ministers, are 
charged, each in his own department, 
with the execution of the present 
decree. 

(Signed) 

Joachim Napolion. 

Given at Bayonne , Jttly 20. 

Proclamation. 

Joachim Napoleon, by the grace 
off God and the constitution, King 
of the two Sicilies, Grand Admiral 
of the empire, to the people of the 
two Sicilies 

His .Majesty the august Emperor 
of the French, our dear and beloved 
brother-in-law, having ceded to us, 
conformably to the designs of Di- 
vine Providence, the Crown of the 
two Sicilies, it affords us extreme 
satisfaction to find ourselves chosen 
to govern a people possessing the 
happy disposition proper to re- 
acquire that ancient glory which 
illustrated their ancestors, and per- 
petuated their name to our days. 

All our efforts, our constant stu- 
dy, shall be directed to second this 
enthusiasm, upon which depend the 
grandeur aod prosperity of the coun- 
try and our crown. The first duty 
which we impose upon ourselves i9 
to manifest to Europe, under all 
circumstances, the gratitude hy 
which we are b<n»Rd to the august 
Emperor Napoleon, and to impress 
Upon our people all the advan- 
tages which must < result to them 
from the dose union of their in- 
terests with those of the great French 
Empire. 

“ The constitution pi ©claimed by 
our august predecessor, and guar- 
anteed by his Majesty the Emperor, 
having been solemnly accepted by 
Us, shall be inviolably observed, and 
shall form the basis of our govern- 
ment. 

And as we find pleasure in fol- 
lowing the steps of a Sovereign, who 
has made our people happy, we 


confirm in all the military, dvW, 
and political employments of tbt? 
state, the persons by whom they 
are at present filled, and ordain that 
each of our subjects shall continue* 
to enjoy the rank and pay he re- 
ceived until this day, and exercise’ 
the functions with which he is in- 
vested. 

It is our wish to appear soon in' 
the midst of you, with the Queerf 
Caroline, our august spouse, with 
the Prince Royal Achilles Napo- 
leon, and our young family, whom’ 
we shall have pleasure in entrusting 
to your love and fidelity. They wilt 
begin from this moment to imbibe* 
the sentiments which should attach 
them to the country, and to leam 
the duties which they will have to 
fulfil in contributing to the glory 
and happiness of the kingdom. For 
otrr part, we make no doubt that 
all the ministers and officers of the 
state will zealously endeavour to 
strictly perform their duty, each rrt 
his particular province, in Order 
that our people may be assured of 
that justice which is their due. All 
our subjects may rely on our good 
will and attachment. 

Joachim Napoleon. 

F. Riccardi, Secretary of state. 


S P A I N, 

9KETCH OF THE EVENTS WHICH 
LED TO A CHANGE OF DY- 
NASTY IN SPAIN. 

[The following has been circulated id 
Spain. It may be considered as the 
Manifesto of Bonaparte to the people 
of that country.] 

The events which have taken place 
in Spain during the last Uvo months, 
have led to such important changes 
in the condition of that monarchy, 
that it is necessary to present a 
faithful relation of them, in order 
to shew the dangers with which the 
kingdom was threatened, and the 
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salutary measures which have pre- 
served it from ruin. 

On the 19th of March, 1808, a 
monarch, 60 years of age, was com- 
pelled to abdicate i : s throne, in the 
midst of a popular insurrection, in 
order to save the lives of himself 
and consort. — His friends were per- 
secuted, his first minister delivered 
over to the fury of the seditious, 
and the Prince, his son, occupied 
a throne, which could not be vaca- 
ted Without the free and repeated 
manifestations of the Sovereign's 
will. 

Endeavours had long been made 
to raise a tumult. The discovery 
made in the month of October, of 
an enterprize against the throne t 
had nof intimidated the conspira- 
tors: they remarked, that the ha- 
tred and envy of the Prince of Peace 
continued to increase, and that the 
royal authority was no longer able 
to enforce its own orders, and guide 
the public opinion. Bodies of Spa- 
nish troops, put in motion in every 
part, without concert and without 
apparent object, ceased to protect 
the coasts. The people were alarm * 
ed : a change of system was talked 
of; divisions prevailed aiound the 
throne and the Royal Family ; and 
the object of these opposite preten- 
sions was, to contend by anticipa- 
tion for the spoils of the royal au- 
thority. A French army was then 
employed in the expedition of Por- 
tugal ; and other corps, destined to 
act in concert with it and maintain 
the communication with France, were 
in Spain. 

The seditious, who feared that 
order and public safety might be 
restored, hastened to execute their 
project. They caused alarming re- 
ports to bo circulated : they asser- 
ted, that the Royal Family were 
about to set out from Aranjuez for 
Seville ; that their treasures and 
troops had preceded them, and that 
their flight was to be the signal for 
civil war. The populace was infla- 


med by promises and intoxicating 
liquors. They arose on the 18th of 
March* at Aranjuez. The King 
was abandoned by a part of bis fa- 
mily, and the rebels were in his pa- 
lace. This day afforded memorable 
instances of reverse of fortune and 
ingratitude: the greater part of the 
body-guard, whom the Prince of 
Peace had long commanded, entered 
his palace, and joined in the pillage 
with the populace. On the next 
day, this Prince, who lay hid amid 
the ruins of his house* was delivered, 
up by one of his own body-guards* 
of whom he implored a drop of wa- 
ter, after remaining 36 hours with- 
out food, and the man was covered 
with insults and wounds, before 
whose feet his assailants had lain 
prostrate. His degradation was le$4 
an act of personal revenge than an 
attempt to degrade the authority of 
the King. The presence of the mo- 
narch could not save the favourite 
from blows and insult, and himself 
was constrained to abdicate, in or- 
der, to spare the insurgents greater 
crimes. This insurrection spread 
to Madrid, and the Prince of As- 
turias mistaking the cry of a mob 
for popular favour, thought he 
might clothe himself in the spoils 
which had been torn from bis august 
father. 

But, at the very moment when he 
demanded allegiance from the sub- 
jects of Charles IV. that unfortunate 
monarch, a prisoner at Aranjuez, 
and expecting to be sent an exile to 
Badnjoz, protested against the ab- 
dication, and solicited aid from the 
Emperor of the French, in whose 
hands he placed his fate and that of 
the Queen and the Prince of the 
Peace. 

The royal and paternal authqrity 
is sacred. Respect lor Kings is the 
first safeguard for the tranquility of 
nations. The Emperor saw, in the 
exaltation of the Prince of Asturias, 
nothing but a source of calamities to 
Spain, and an incitement to other 
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insurrections. He felt for the mis- 
fortunes of Charles* IV. Ought Spain 
to imitate Turkey in the deposition 
of her monarchs? or imitate the 
French revolution ? What safety 
could sovereigns enjoy, if a right 
to dethrone them existed whenever 
their own family were weary of their 
government. Nevertheless, the Em- 
peror was desirous to examine more 
closely the events which bad taken 
place, and their causes. He re- 
paired to Bayonne* w here the depu- 
tations from the kingdom arrived. 
The infante Don Carlos was already 
there. The Prince of Asturias left 
Madrid on the 10th of April, and 
went to Bayonne, leaving the go- 
vernment of the kingdom and the 
presidency of the supreme Junta in 
the hands of Don Antonio, bro- 
ther of King Charles, who had hi- 
therto lived apart from public af- 
fairs. 

Charles IV. having transmitted a 
new protestation to Don Antonio 
against his compulsory abdication, 
repaired, with the Queen, to Bay- 
onnne. He armed on the 30th of 
April, and was received with cordi- 
ality by the Emperor. He impar- 
ted to him his misfortunes, the great- 
est of which was that he had to ac- 
cuse a son. 

The Prince of the Peace was al- 
ready arrived, all parties were pre- 
sent, the truth would now appear. 
The Emperor waited for this, in or- 
der to fix his opinion. He bad pre- 
viously written to the Prince of As- 
turias, that he would,* without diffi- 
culty, admit of of the abdication of 
King Charles, should it appear that 
it had been voluntary ; but he was 
convinced, from his interviews with 
the King, the Princes, and the no- 
bles who were attached to the cala- 
mities of the father, or the hopes of 
his successor, of the violence and 
insult committed upon King Charles. 
This monarch, still cloathed with 
paternal authority, addressed bitter 
complaints to his son, made him 


return to his duty, and induced him 
finally to renounce a crown, ill se- 
cured by usurpation, and which 
could only bring calamities of long 
duration upon the kingdom. 

These latter fears were, in fact, 
too well founded : the ephemeral 
authority of the Prince of Asturias 
had served only to rouse the factions, 
and spread discontent in the pro- 
vinces. — The people of Madrid were 
in a state of agitation. The Prince, 
even before his departure, could 
no longer govern those to whom he 
owed his elevation. Quarrels fre- 
quently arose between the inhabi- 
tants and the French soldiers ; to 
decry the ancient government, con- 
fiscate the goods of the Prince of 
Peace, to seek for popularity by 
detecting abuses — this was called 
governing ; and when the Prince of 
Asturias had quitted Madrid, and 
absence had weakened his authority, 
the spirit of sedition displayed itself 
with more audacity. The intrigues 
combined with the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, the number of strangers in- 
creased in Madrid, and only the 
wise measures taken by the grand 
Duke of Berg, and the discipline of 
the troops he commanded, could 
prolong the duration of the public 
tranquillity against the efforts of a 
vile populace hired by conspirators. 
But the spirit of sedition prevailed. 
Indulgence and goodness were im- 
puted to weakness. A fresh insur- 
rection, prepared several days be- 
fore by the publication of incendiary 
writings, burst out on the second of 
May. The signal was the departure 
of the Queen of Etruria and the In* 
fante Don Francisco, who were re* 
solyed to seek in Bayonne a shelter 
from popular insult. Some French 
officers who were found alone, were 
first attacked. The insurrection 
spread and became general, but 
troops repaired wherever bodies of 
the people were assembled, and dis- 
persed the insurgents. One party 
seized the arsenal ; others bred from 
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*he windows of tbe houses. They 
were pursued every where, and ail 
who were found with arras in their 
hands perished. The sedition be- 
longed to the lowest class of the 
people. 

The good conduct of the Spanish 
troops, and that of the first autho- 
rities of the kingdom, did not pass 
unnoticed. The supreme junta, the 
council of Castile, the tribunals, the 
caplain-generak,' repaired to the most 
populous and dangerous quarters, 
jn order to bring back those who 
]bad strayed from their duty. 

The 2d of May was the last day 
of anarchy in Spain. The Infante 
Don j^nionio still presided in tbe 
pupreme junta ; but after the depar- 
ture of that Prince, who repaired to 
Bayonne, the junta, in order to ac- 
quire more strength and authority, 
conferred the presidentship on the 
Grand Duke of Berg, on the very 
day when King Charles nominated 
that prince Lieutenant-General of 
the kingdom. 

This co-operation of measures and 
testimonies of confidence, were a 
new pledge of the maintenance of 
public order. The supreme junta 
and the royal council of Castile, 
the first authorities of the kingdom* 
thanked King Charles for the nomi- 
nation of his lieutenant-general, and 
testified their affection, their re- 
spect, and their adherence to his 
will. They congratulated them- 
selves on again obeying his orders. 
They manifested to the Emperor 
their gratitude and confidence. — 
Seeing harmony restored between the 
prince of Asturias and his august 
Father, the Spaniards could no log- 
ger hesitate in their fidelity. They 
paw in this prince only the son of 
their King, and their authority was 
restored to its lawful hands. 

But this authority had suffered too 
jnuch from the attacks it hud endu- 
red. When King Charles heard of 
the second insurrection of the 2d of 
JMay, he said to his son, “ See the 


deplorable consequences ofthe coun- 
cils which have misled you, and the 
assistance which is to be expected 
from the multitude. The father 
and son were equally afflicted at the 
progress which anarchy had made 
since the insurrection at Aranjuez, 
when it obtained such deplorable 
success against the King. To what 
new miseries would not the people 
of Spain be reserved, if in so short 
an interval they had witnessed such 
licentiousness^ and horrors, tbe de- 
gradation of the royal authority, 
anil the standard of civil war raised 
by the populace of the capital ? 

Oppressed by infirmities and sor- 
row, the King saw, that to restore 
Spam a more powerful arm was 
necessary. His sole concern now 
was to secure the interests of the 
Spanish monarchy, its religion, in- 
dependence, and the integrity of its 
provinces. Charles IV. had govern- 
ed his subjects with equity. He had, 
under difficult circumstances, maia- 
tained the dignity of his crown, 
tranquillity in the interior, and tbe 
safety of his kingdom ; but when he 
perceived that his diminished autho- 
rity and power were no longer ade- 
quate to so great a labour, aud that 
he could still less intrust it to the 
Prince of Asturias, who, during a 
tumultuous government of forty 
days, commencing and ending in a 
revolt, had brought the kingdom on 
the brink of ruin ; it was then that 
this monarch resolved to retire with 
his family into France, and wishing 
to give his subjects a last proof of 
his paternal affection, lie renounced, 
on the 5th of May, his crown and 
his lights in favour of his Majesty 
the Emperor of the French* and 
notified his act of renunciation to 
the supreme council of Castile, oq 
the 8th. 

The Prince of Asturias, informed 
ol the dangers which surrounded his 
kingdom, followed the example of 
the King his father. On- the 10th 
of May, he solemnly eeded ah 
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rights to the throne. A second act 
of renunciation, addressed on the 
12th to the supreme Junta, by this 
Prince, and the Infantes Don Car- 
los and Don Antonio, releases the 
Spaniards from all their obligations 
towards them, exhorts them to be 
in repose, and await their felicity 
from the benevolent disposition and 
power of the Emperor. 

These hopes will be fulfilled. 
The Emperor is full of esteem for 
the noble character of the Spanish 
nation. He desires the felicity and 
glory of so beautiful a kingdom. No 
province shall be dismembered. Tire 
monarchy shall be indepemlent ; the 
tenets of its religion, and the splen- 
dour of its throne, shall be main- 
tained. 

The dynasty which reigned in 
Spain is about to be replaced by a 
new dynasty, and Spain hails these 
great changes wilh confidence. She 
reads her future destiny in the pros- 
perity to which Fiance has risen 
under the reign of the Emperor., 
Tranquillity is assured in the capi- 
tal ; and in the provinces, the inha- 
bitants and the French troops live in 
friendship. 

All the public bodies, both civil 
and military, have presented them- 
selves to the Lieut. -General of the 
kingdom ; and the arrival of the 
new Sovereign, whom the Emperor 
has destined for it, is expected with 
impatience. 

Proclamation of our holy 

FATHER fc'oPE PIUS VII. 

TO TIIE C ATUOLICSPANIAUDS. 

Beloved Children , — You who de- 
plore, at the foot of the altar the 
wounds given to religion — You who 
are still mindful that we form one 
people of brethren, join we, the Vi- 
car pf Christ ; approach ye families, 
•he remnant of vast destruction, to 
the throne of my predecessors, to 
stte me, like Daniel, surrounded by 
Lions. Preserved hitherto by the 
inscrutable, designs of Providence, 
VOL. IV. 


I see the vessel of St. Peter entrusted 
to my care combated by the fierce 
apostate, whom myself have placed 
on the throne, and who, like a de- 
generate son, pants for the destruc- 
tion of his mother, thtf church, to 
whom he had sworn fidelity at her 
altar. But let us draw off the veil 
that covers so great iniquity- The 
first victim that was sacrificed tobij 
ambition has been your shepherd. 
Rome, the centre of faith and the? 
shield of religion, has been prostitu-* 
(ed. The idol Dagoii his been uni- 
ted to the cruel Antioch of our days 
to accomplish the destruction of re- 
ligion, which is the great bar to hia 
perfidious designs ; however, do not 
despond. The successor of St. Pe* 
ter is still extant, though overwhel- 
med with affliction \ groaning under 
his chains, he lifts his eyes and tre«* 
mulous hands to heaven, imploring 
incessantly the protection of the 
God of Hosts over his Flock. Oh l 
the happy effects of religion ! Irt 
this fatal situation, my sou), pene- 
trated with Christian feelings, learns 
with transport and surprise, that 
Spain, happy Spain, has remained 
true to her religion and King. I 
hasten, my beloved children, to sur- 
mount the shackles by which I am 
depressed, to transmit to your king- 
doms the circular that will testify to 
you of my gratitude. Arouse, and 
combat like David, the imperious 
Goliath of our times. 

Valorous Spaniards, Sons of the 
Church, come and break the chains 
of your shepherd. Already my 
heart assures me of your sensibility £ 
do not tarry \ raise the standard of 
faith ; victory invites yoo ; come 
then to your brothers in bondage* 
Raise your tents, and pursue the 
usurper of nations. Enter into the 
heart of his dominions, and follow 
him to the remotest limits of the 
earth. Shew to the nations of the 
North that oppression is in its^gony, 
and let the Spanish sword strike the 
decisive blow on the guilty head., 

T 
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Companionate the ill-fated kingdonl 
of France, condole with it* people, 
qnd they will assist you to over- 
whelm her traitorous tyrant. Oh, 
with what transport will the Catho- 
lic Ferdinand learn the intrepidity 
and heroic loyalty of his subjects ; 
The straight situation to which he 
is, like myself, doomed, precludes 
the means to him of manifesting the 
sentiments of lus magnanimous heart. 
1 feel not the strength of saying 
more. If 1 survive the calamity, 
and you spill your blood for religion, 
your country and monarch, to whom 
I supplicate from heaven all happi- 
ness, the world shall be witness to 
my gratitude. 

CIVIL CATECHISM ; 
ofc, SHORT EPITOME OP THE DUTIES OF 
A SPANIARD. 

( Diary of Badajoz , the 28 th July.) 

Q. What do you call yourself, child ? 
— A. A Spaniard, by the grace of God. 

Q. What means being a Spaniard ? 
— A. A man of worth. 

Q. How many, and what aTG his du- 
ties ? — A. Three : To he a Roman Ca- 
tholic, apostolic Christian ; to defend 
Ids Holy Religion, his Country and 
King ; aud lo die sooner than be van- 
quished. 

Q. Who is bur King? — A. Ferdinand 
the Vllth. 

Q. With what love ought he to be 
beloved? — A. With the greatest; to 
which his virtues and misfortunes have 
entitled him. 

Q. Who is the enemy of our happi- 
ness ? — A. The Emperor of the French. 

# Q. Who is he ? — A. A bad and co- 
vctcous man, the principle of all evil, 
the end of all that is good, an epitome 
and depository of every vice ! 

Q. How many natures has he belong- 
ing to him ? — A. Two : the one diaboli- 
cal, and the other human. 

Q. How many Emperors then are 
there ? — A. One in truth, but three in 
false persons ! 

Which are they ? — A. Napoleon, 
Murat, and Godoy. 

Q. Is any one of them worse than 
the ethers ? — A. No, Father ; they are 
all alike. 

Q. Whom does Napoleon proceed 
f *• -4 From sin. 


Q. Am! Marat?- —A. ^VomNdpekeir. 
Q. And Godoyh— A. From the in* 
trigues of beck 

Q. What are the attributes of iht 
first ? — A. Pride and despotism. 

Q. And of the second ? — A. Havoc 
and plunder. 

Q. And of the third ? — A. Conse- 
quence, treachery, and ignorance. 

CHAPTER II. 

Q. Who arc the French ? — A. For- 
merly Christians, now irreligious Hea- 
thens. 

Q. By what means did they fall into 
such profaneness ?— *A. By false philo- 
sophy and corruption of manners. 

Q. What do these avail their possess- 
ors ? — A. To augment their pride ; to 
make them instruments of iniquity in 
the extermination of the human species* 
•Q And is their iniquitous empire to 
come to an end ? — A. According to the 
sense of the wise their downfall is at 
hand. 

Q. From wlmt presages do we know 
that ? — A. From the dispositions of our 
parent country, 

Q. What is our parent country ?— A. 
The aggregate mass of many places, ru- 
led by one King, and governed by the 
same laws. 

Q. And are the interests of these 
people the same ? — A. They are Fa- 
ther; through the natural obligation 
which binds them to assist and defend 
each other, 

Q. What punishment belongs to the 
Spaniard that is wanting to these just 
obligations?— -A. That of infamy ; na- 
tural death to the traitor, and a civil 
one to his offspring. 

Q. What is natural death ?-— A. The 
privation of life. 

Q. What is civil death ? — A. The 
privation of goods and honour, which 
the republic bestows on the honoured 
and valorous citizen. 

chapter nr. 

Q. Who came to Spain ?— A. The 
second person of the accursed oack, 
Murat. 

Q. What are his principal func- 
tions ? — A. To deceive, rob, and op- 
press. 

Q. What doctrine does he hold but 
to us ? — A. Infidelity, and depravation 
of manners. 

Q. Who can liberate us from such a 
Missionary ?— A. Union and arms. 

Q. Will k be sinful to slay the 
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French ? — A. No, father > it will be 
meritorious, if thereby we can rescue 
our Country from insult, 
qUiptbr rv. 

Q. What is valour f— A. Firmness 
of mind, which seeks with prudence 
and serenity occasions lor victory. 

Q. And is subordination requisite 
in the way of its attainment ? — A. It is 
the very principle of it. 

Q. Whom are we to look up to ? — A. 
To all our chiefs. 

Q. Who is with the country thegreat- 
est and most estimable son ? — A. He 
that comports himself with most ho- 
nour, valour, and disinterestedness, be 
he who he way. 

Q. Who arc those who solicit degrees 
and preferment, without having first 
signalised these virtues ? — A. Inert and 
vain, as they know not how to obey ; 
and are consequently useless. 

Q. What ideas then are to lead us 
into battle ? — A. The safety of the 
country, the defence of our brethren, 
and the general glory of the nation. 

Q. Wno are obliged to take up 
arms l — A. All those whom government 
shall choom as the most adequate, and 
least wanted at their homes. 

Q. What obligation is there in- 
cumbent on the others ? — A. To 
contribute with patriotic generosity, 
l>y the means they hold from their 
country. 

Q. And he that has nothing, what is 
he to do ? — A. To implore and pro- 
pitiate tha Almighty to tlie cause of the 
Spanish arms, and to pursae tlie exer- 
cise of such trade or profession as may 
fall to his lot; for by sach means also 
the public welfare is promoted and 
supported. 

Q. From whom are we to expect our 
welfare ?— A, From the bounty of the 
Almighty, from the skill and loyalty of 
°ur chiefs, and from, our valoar and 
obedience. 

CHAPTER vl 

,Q. What policy ought the Spa- 
niards to breathe ? — A. The maxims of 
vhfist. 

Q. Which does our adversary follow ; 
•“■A.Those of Machiavel. 

B. What are they founded upon 
A. Upon selfishness; 

Q. What is their tendency A — A. 
^elF-interest tp the prejudice and ruin 
O' our neighbour. 

How dock he attain it ? — A. By 
up Crime for virtue, 


CKAPtER vi. 

ft. By what means have the tyrant* 
occupied our territory ? — A. By crafty 
treachery and villainy. 

Q. And arc such sufficient means t6 
attain a crown appertaining to another ? 
— A. No, Father: they have en the 
contrary rendered themselves unworthy 
of our indulgence, and we iqust resist 
a King employing means qo base and *9 
abominable. 

Q. What happiness then are We to 
go in quest of f — A. Such as they can- 
not bestow. 

Q. And what is that A. The pre- 
servation of our rights, religion, and 
monarchical establishment, accomoda- 
ting it to the constitution of Spain, and 
the relations of Europe. 

Q. Were we not already sure Of 
that ? — A. We were, father; bot much 
degraded by the supinestess of the au- 
thorities that ruled over us. 

Q. And who is to procjuee Use re- 
form ? — A. Spain assembled in the Cor- 
tez, to which alone this right apper- 
tains, with exclusion of all that is fo- 
reign to it. 

Q. And wlro is to sanction ttfs plan ? 
— A. Ferdinand the VII. whom may 
God restore to our arms in eempiter- 
nity. 

Amen, 


From tkcOvtedo Gazette 
Extraordinary. 

Madrid Aug. 2. — On the 29th ult. 
about Four o'clock in the evening, 
it was reported that Joseph Napo- 
leon was marching, that ull the 
troops in tbi city were following 
him. The Import whs confirmed by 
the movements made by the French 
milliners and all fhbse of that nutttfn 
who diJ not belong to the ariiiy. 
The same evening they withdrew 
from the hospitals, and conducted 
to Retiro all the infirm $oldi<pr’s. 
They put in requisition all the car- 
riages and horses that could be found, 
and the troops prepared to march. 
In fact, that very night and on the 
morning of the 30th, a great part 
of the army, the kick, milliner*, 
tradespeople, &c. of the French 
nation, set out.' On the whble day 
of the 30th, ihette followed prepara- 
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tions for the inarch of Joseph and 
the remainder of the army. He di- 
ned at half past four in the after- 
noon, in order to proceed in the 
dusk, to sleep at Chamartin. The 
carriages were harnessed, and re- 
paired to the court of the palace, 
hut the coachmen and mule drivers, 
and most of the attendants of the 
royal carriages had disappeared ; 
on which account Joseph could not 
depart that night, and was obliged 
to suspend his journey to the morn- 
ing of the 31st, when he departed 
on horseback, as he was unable to 
put the carriages in motion. The 
same morning he took from the sta- 
bles all the mules, horses, and har- 
ness, and shamefully sold all at the 
lowest price. In the evening of the 
same day, they forced open the 
gates of the public treasury and 
bank, putting the people in such 
terror, that w r e passed a most anx- 
ious night, thinking that a general 
pillage was about to take place. 
They took from those buildings 
above fourteen millions. At two in 
the morning of the 1st instant was 
beard a cannonade, which, though 
at first it was taken for a fatal signal, 
was in fact but the precursor of the 
brightest and happiest day that ever 
rose over Madiid. On this signal 
all the' guards were withdrawn, and 
all the French filed off towards the 
parade, whence they marched off.-r- 
Scarcely did day appear, when all 
the people ran through the streets, 
and the posts of the guards, but no- 
thing \vas to be found. They pas- 
fed to the Retiro, and there they 
found only a few dying wretches, 
and here and there a dead body. 
They beheld, with amazement, the 
ditches, pallisadoes, and terrible 
batteries, directed against this city. 
The gun-carriages were in flames, 
above 70 cannon w:ere spiked, and 
about 2000 barrels of powder thrown 
into a large pond. The inhabitants 
of Madrid, on seeing themselves de- 
livered fropa this destructive appara- 


tus, gave thanks to the supreme be- 
ing, and immediately began to as- 
sume, for their badge, the portrait 
of Ferdinand VII, 


ADDRESS FROM THE PROVINCE 
OF MURCIA. 

[From the Corunna Gazette .] 

Provinces and cities of Spain ! 
Our sentiments are uniform, and our 
will has been marvelously and equi- 
vocally expressed. We are hasten- 
ing to the defence of our country, 
and the preservation of the august 
titles of our amiable and endeared 
Ferdinand the seventh. Let us be- 
ware of disorganization and seriously 
consider the cousequences, were any 
disunion to steal among us: be 
there no voice heard in the Penin- 
sula,' but what breathes union, con- 
fraternity, and mutual defence. Let 
us be great, and disguise the frivo- 
lities of precedence. Let us form a 
solid central government, to which 
all the provinces and kingdoms may 
have recourse, by means of repre- 
sentatives, and from whom orders 
and institutions may emanate un- 
der the name of Ferdinand YU. 

The general Cortex held in the 
year 17 S 9 , have sworn by the Prince 
of Asturias as heir of the crown, the 
dignified actual monarch. The de- 
puties of the Cortez, and KingChai les 
the fourth, have sworn on the gos- 
pel mutually to preserve the privile- 
ges, laws, statutes, customs, and 
usages. The grandees and the no- 
bles have rendered their solemn al- 
legiance, according to the use and 
practice of Spain. By this mutual 
bond, neither can the subjects cast 
off tHeir obedience pledged, nor the 
king contravene the sacred pro- 
mise to uphold the laws, statutes, 
customs, and institutions of the na- 
tion. 

The principal, and perhaps the 
most essential is the succession in 
the kingdom, established in our 
great code, entitled dt las Partidas f 
by the law§ of which, the spcces- 
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siori has from the remotest antiquity 
been fixed. This nation has not 
chosen to reverse or alter this me- 
thod ; and thus, when our Lord 
Philip the fifth meditated the sub- 
version of it, intending to introduce 
the Salic law of France, by which 
females are excluded, and his solici- 
tude reviving in the said Cortez, 
it was by an unanimity of votes de- 
clared, that his Majesty could not 
alter theorder of succession in Spain, 
the observance of which he had 
sworn to maintain, and consequent- 
ly the Princess Charlotte of Brazil 
was to be admitted to the crown 
in default of her male brother. 

Under this fact, by which the 
subjects have pledged their fidelity, 
and the sovereigns the accomplish- 
ment of their oath, it is manifest to 
the nation, that the renunciations 
and abdications of the crown, by 
ottr Lords Charles IV. and Ferdi- 
nand VII. in behalf of the Emperor 
of the French, of an individual a 
stranger to the family pointed o\it 
in the said Cortez conformably to 
the laws, statutes, customs, and usa- 
ges of Spain, and in defiance to the 
solemn and reciprocal oath verified 
between theming and his subjects in 
the Cortez solemnly assembled : to 
this nullity, which exempts us from 
all obligation of acknowledging as 
sovereign the emperor of the French, 
accedes the want of liberty under 
which they have been made, and the 
pretence of the same with a power- 
ful army on the spot, where ihe re- 
nunciation took place, and whither 
the legitimate sovereign prince has 
been insidiously and treacherously 
conducted. 

The king Francis the first evaded 
fulfilling the treaty made by him 
with the emperor Charles the Vth, 
under which he had been released 
at Madrid, on pretence of having 
made it in captivity. Let the na- 
tions compare, and see whether 
there can be any parallel. Francis 
the first was made prisoner in the 


famous battle of Pavia, in an open 
and just war. Ferdinand VII. was 
seized at Bayonne, under the idea 
of embracing an intimate ally, who 
invited him to consolidate and draw 
closer the bonds of peace and union 
to augment the glory of both na- 
tions. 

The cession and renunciation of 
a place, and even of a province, 
may be tolerated, if it prove the 
means of terminating a bloody and 
cruel war ; but the unheard-of and 
astonishing renunciation of a great 
monarchy in the midst of peace, 
without further notification to the 
nation, or assent on the part <jf the 
states of the kingdom, than the an- 
nunciation of its having been derived 
from the mouth of a captive mo- 
narch, or perhaps alleged only in 
print, without ever having been 
really affected, is so violent and ex- 
traordinary a result, that no prece- 
dent of it will be found among the 
robbers of kingdoms in the annals of 
the world. 

The French papers have censvred 
the conduct of England , when they 
seized our frigates , and the royal 
navy of Denmark ! What have they 
to say now on the attempt of disposing 
of the whole Spanish monarchy , un- 
der the confidence of amity and al- 
liance ? Charles the great, at the 
head of powerful armies, and ruling 
vast provinces, attempted to validate 
certain titles on this nation ; but Al- 
phonso the chaste taught him in 
Roncesvalles, that sovereigns even 
of petty kingdoms, such as Leon, 
can overmatch the insolently proud. 
He that has justice on his side, is 
under the protection of God ; anq 
if God be with us, vain is the watch, 
of those that seek to ensnare and 
persecute us. 

Cities of vote in the Cortez ; Let 
us unite and form one body, let us 
appoint a council, which, in the 
name of Ferdinand the seventh, may 
organize all the civil dispositions, 
and let us avoid the evils with which 
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disunion would threaten us. Tb$ 
poftentous notion that in each ca- 
pital the Junta of government should 
suppose itself supreme, without re* 
lative subordination, would draw 
anarchy, desolation, and ruin down 
upon us: united, we shall be invin- 
cible ; disunited, the common ene- 
my will find his gratification in our 
destruction. Woe to Spain, if that 
should happen ! Ferdinand the se- 
venth ordains ; the Cortez have re- 
cognized him as hereditary Prince $ 
the country has proclaimed him as 
monarch ; Seville, Grenada, Va- 
lencia, Saragossa, noble cities, vouch- 
safe to take the lead, unite and em- 
brace this resolution, point out and 
circulate the nomination of the 
place and day for the reunion of the 
representatives of the people ; oc- 
cupy by provision the faculties of 
the distinguished cities of Burgos 
and Toledo, at present disabled from 
raising their voices. 

Captains-General, distinguished 
Commanders, protect this preserva- 
tive of the nation ; worthy heroes 
form the council, from which the 
orders may emanate, which those 
that conduct the armies shall have 
to execute, and by a knowledge of 
the state and position of all the 
forces of the nation, and of the 
movements of the enemy, you will 
know how to save the country. 

Our City flatters itself that this 
remedy Will be found decisive. A 
xentral government, a supreme go- 
vernment, are indispcnsible. Fer- 
dinand the seventh ordains it ; Fer- 
dinand the seventh cannot be resto- 
red to his throne without such union 
of powers. When all the provinces 
ate united by their representatives, 
there is an end of all jealousies of 
superiority, and the dangerous arms 
.of division and intrigue are cut off 
to the enemy ; the foreign powers 
Will know with whom to treat both 
in peace and war ; and an universal 
government being established in 
Spain, the monarchy will be pre- 


served inviolate for iU legitimate 
and beloved sovereign. 

Murcia , June 22, 1808. 

ON THE STATS OF EUROPE. 

The Moniteur, of August 29> conr 
tains observations in tbpform of long 
notes on an article in The Evening 
Star, of August 8, relative to the 
probability of a war very soon tal- 
king place between France and 
Austria; and the affairs of Spam. 

4< Numerous Corps of French 
troops (says The Star) ar$ already 
assembled at Strasburgh and in the 
environs, and • orders have been 
given for the formation of an array 
of reserve/' 

On this passage The Moniteur has 
the following note: — “ It is true 
that 40,000 men of the last conscrip- 
tion are going to Germany, to rein- 
force the skeleton regiments of the 
grand army, and replace doubie the 
nember of veteran troops which 
have been drawn off for Spain. Thus 
the grand army will rather be di- 
minished than augmented by this 
measure, which certainly shews no 
hostile intention." 

When the English paper speaks 
of “ the state of agitation in which 
the kingdom of Naples novj is” 
The Moniteur says, “ Never was the 
kingdom of Naples more tranquil ; 
for a hundred years past never were 
there fewer assassinations and rob- 
beries. The galley slaves, which 
the English frigates landed there, 
were taken prisoners by the guards 
of the country, add delivered up to 
justice. The presence of the En- 
glish army in Sicily is not felt there: 
it is entrenched in Syracuse and 
Messina. Experience will shew 
whether it will be able to defend 
Sicily.'* 

The Star,— “ A person who left 
Holland, last Tuesday, and arrived 
in London on Saturday the 6th, nor 
nounces, that the Austrian ambas- 
sador m Holland had demanded his 
passports, and had set out for Viva' 
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hat that the Austrian ambassador 
at Paris had been recalled ; that Ge- 
neral Andreossi had left Vienna ; 
and that French troops were pouring 
from all parts towards the frontiers 
of Austria and Bohemia/’ 

The Moniteur.-^ “ Mere stock-job- 
bing rumours — Couot Mettemich » 
at Paris, and what is better, is ex- 
tremely well received there. Ge- 
neral Andreossi is at Vienna. The 
French troops are in their canton- 
ments, and at more than a hundred 
leagues diseance from Austria, pro- 
perly so called/’ 

Tie Star. — u It appears, never- 
theless, that he (Napoleon) thinks 
himself strong enough to make head 
against both Spain and Austria, at 
the same tinhe/' 

The Moniteur. — lt It is amusing 
to find it made a doubt , whether 
France and her allies can at once make 
^ar against Austria and Spain , when % 
without allies , she has conquered four 
coalitions ten times more formidable. 
It does not signify— the English would 
see with pleasure Austria make war f 
in the same spirit as they excited the 
coalition of Prussia , though they 
dearly foresaw what would happen 
to Russia. But they live from day to 
day. A war which should only last 
six months will be always so much 
gained for them ; they never think of 
the result , which can only rendei their 
situation worse.** 

The Star. — “ We ought to furnish 
the enemies of Napoleon with all 
the money and warlike stores they 
may want.” 

The Moniteur. — “ England knows 
the clnse.union which exists between 
France and Russia ; she knows that 
those two great powers are resolved 
to unHe their forces, and to consi- 
der as an enCmy every friend of 
England ; she knows that peace will 
not be disturbed i*n Germany ; and 
she can have no reasonable hope of 
final success, but by fomenting the 
troubles and disorders in Spain. 
She knows that the blood th^re abed. 


and the victims sacrificed are u:d* 
less : but such incense is pleasing to 
her; the convulsions of the conti- 
nent are her delight. Yet she knows 
well, that before the year has elap- 
sed there will not he a single village 
in Spain in a state of insurrection ; 
nor an Englishman in that country. 
But what signifies that to England l 
She is unacquainted with shame or 
remorse. Her armies will re-em- 
bark and abandon her dupes. She 
will tieat the insurgents of Spain as 
she treated the King of Sweden. 
She put arms into the hands of that 
sovereign, and flattered him with 
powerful succours : 20 or 30,000 
men were to aid him against Den- 
mark, and against Russia. General 
Mpore and 5000 men did arrive, 
and remained two months at anchor 
on the coast of Sweden, while Fin- 
land was conquered and the Swedes 
were driven out of Norway. But a 
few weeks since we were considering 
how England could with honour ex- 
tricate herself from this foolish strug- 
gle of the North. Should she land 
an army, said we, that army will be 
made prisoners during the winter. 
We could not have expected, what- 
ever bad opinion we might entertain 
of the good faith of Great Britain, 
that that perfidious power would 
abandon Sweden to her unhappy 
fate, and would thus give a new 
proof of What the allies of England 
have to expect from her — treachery 
and desertion. The Spanish insur- 
gents will be betrayed and abandon- 
ed in like manner, when the French 
Eagle shall cover all Spain with her 
wings. 

“ Weakness and want of courage 
have caused our army to suffer some 
checks : they will soon be repaired, 
and then the English will precipitate 
their flight to their ships : they will 
abandon their allies, and, asatQui- 
beron, well fire on the unhappy 
Wretches wham they have left on the 
beach. 

As to Austria, peace will be 
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maintained on the continent, because better order of things without dis- 
England has there no influence* turbance, without disorder, without 
The contempt and hatred which she war, it is a victory which the geni- 
inspires are common to all great ous of evil has gained over the spirit 
powers — all have been her victims, of good. It will, however, in the 
Mr. Adair was driven from Vienna end be only fatal to England and 
on the day M. de btarhemberg re- her partisans. These truths areevi- 
turned from London. dent, and there is not a man of 


The armaments made by England 
under the American flag, which es- 
corted English frigates to Trieste, 
were repulsed and proscribed by a 
late edict of Francis II. A good un- 
derstanding between Austria and 
France has never been interrupted. 

The obscure agents, whom Eng- 
land pays, and who conceal them- 
selves among the crowd of knaves 
who are pursued by the police of all 
the governments in Europe, have re- 
ported at Vienna that France was 
about to make war upon Austria ; 
and at Paris, that Austria was rais- 
ing new armies to attack France. 
Idle persons, eager for news, and 
strong emotions, have been enabled 
by these dark rumours to imagine 
marches and counter-marches, and 
form plans of a campaign equally 
frivolous; but the two cabinets 
have never ceased to maintain with 
each other the most friendly relations. 

In the interview which the Empe- 
ror Napoleon had with the Emperor 
Francis II. in Moravia, the Emperor 
Francis promised him that he would 
never make war upon him more. 
This Prince has proved that he will 
keep his word. It is curious to see 
that, while the cabinet of Austria 
assures and declares that it has a 
good understanding with France, and 
while France publishes the same as- 
surances, it is curious, we say, to see 
that this intriguing faction, which 
lives by stock-jobbing, calumnies and 
libels, continues to disseminate dis- 
quietude among peaceable people. 

The affairs of Spain are irrevoca- 
bly fixed. They are acknowledged 
by the great powers of the continent. 
If we have been deceived in the 
hope of conducting that people to a 


sense in London, who is not con- 
vinced of them. What can we thiuk 
of the policy and reason of a cabinet, 
which having excited Sweden against 
Russia, expected to support her by 
an expedition of 5000 men. 

While it shall only be required to 
calumniate, to seduce, to suborn, 
England will have the advantage; 
but the leopard, when he shall see 
the eagle pursue him in view, will 
feel the land fly from under his 
feet, and find no refuge but on the 
waves, and in the element of tem- 
pests. 

“ Peace is the wish of the universe . 
The events which have changed the 
face of the world since the rupture of 
the peace of Amiens , are to be attri- 
buted to the rupture of that peace . 
The events so unfavourable to Eng- 
land that have occurred since the 
death of Fox, are to be attributed to 
his death , 'and the rupture of the ne- 
gotiations. The changes that have 
taken place in Europe since the peace 
of Tilsit, are to be attributed to the 
refusal of the mediation of Russia . 
What may yet happen on the Conti- 
nent , contrary to the greatness and 
interest of England , if peace does not 
take place , will be to be attributed to 
that foolish obstinacy , to that blind 
and furious policy , which , notwith- 
standing the union of great powers , 
places all its hopes in dreams of an 
impossible /tivision, and a renewal of 
coalitions which can only exist against 
herself! We may here justly apply 
the maxim of Cicero, that tab 
MOST POLITICAL CONDUCT IS, 
THAT WHICH IS *MOST CONFOR- 
MABLE TO justice! The continua- 
tion of the peace of Amiens , would 
have left Europe in the stale tn. which 
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it li as. The peace which Fox wished , 
would have prevented the ruin of Prus- 
sia, and the occupation of the cities of 
the North * The acceptance of the me - 
diation offered by Russia , would have 
prevented the present state of affairs 
in the Baltic and tn Spain. And if 
peace is not made within the year, 
who can foretej the events, contrary 
to the interests of England, which 
may occur before the year elapses." 

The Star . — “ A letter from Am- 
sterdam of the date of the 28th, of 
July, announces the arrival at Vi- 
enna of an English minister* who is 
supposed to be Mr. Adair., It is said 
that be has received a flattering re* 
ception from Count St&dion, and 
that he has had several conferences 
with that minister* and with the Rus- 
sian minister Prince Kurakin;’* 

The Monilcur . — “ What absurdity! 
There is no English ambassador on 
the Continent : and if there were 
one he would not be with Prince 
Kurakin, who does not receive the 
tfrteraies of his master.” 

On a paragraph in the same pa- 
per, containing intelligence from the 
East Indies, The Moniteur says in a 
aote-rr u We are informed by accounts 
received overland, . that the affairs 
of the English in the Indies go on 
very badly; and that the arrival of 
the least European division would 
produce a complete insurrection.” 


NARRATIVE OF EVENTS IN SPAIN. 

Paris, Sept. 6. 

The following Has been officially pub- 
lished. — 

There are in Spain a very conside- 
rable number of enlightened indivi- 
duals who think freely, and are anxious 
to see their country governed by a con- 
stitution which should guarantee the 
tights of the nation. 

That kingdom also contains a num- 
ber of persons, whose wishes accorded 
*ith the different scenes of the French 
Revolution. 

The third part of the territory is in 
the possession of the secular clergy. 

VOL. IV. 
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The Monks , almost all ignorant, but 
superstitious , exercise the most powerful 
influence over this lower orders of the 
people , who are in a state of much greater 
ignorance in Spain than in any other 
country; and who, under such a govern- 
ment, have during a century made pro- 
gress only in Superstition and idleness . 1 1 

The events which occurred at the 
Escurial and at Aranjuez, made a great 
inroad upon the respect due to the 
throne ; the convocation of a junta at 
Bayonne, to deliberate upon the funda- 
mental principles of a constitution J 
the extraordinary and unforeseen events 
of the 2d of May, at Madrid — all these 
Circumstances contributed to set % the 
passions in motion, and to carry hope 
and fear respectively 0 to the highest 
excess. * ; 

The English faction could not fail to 
convert this situation of affairs to their 
own advantage. — This faction had been 
all along very active and very powerful 
in the sea-ports, and its influence was 
continually felt at Madrid.' It had by 
the general circumstances of the conti- 
nent acquired * greater influence, as 
well as by the sacrifices which the state 
.of the Spanish commerce demanded. — 
Every artifice was thus resorted to, to 
excite a general disposition to throw off 
fhe alliance with France and to form 
a* connection with England; and this 
secret inclination had a very consider- 
able influence upon the event at Aran- 
juez, and those which followed them. 

The greater part of the respectable 
and enlightened inhabitants, consisting 
of the nobility and higher clergy, were 
animated by* a better disposition and 
ideas ; but the party of the inquisition, 
and the monks urged on'by the nume- 
rous agents which England maintained 
in Spain, availed themselves of the 
ignorance add blindness of the people, 
to lead them astray by false reports, 
and to place arms in the hands of the 
lower and poorer classes ; and by the 
gnd of May, the insurrection broke 
out, at the very instant when all the ar- 
rangements respecting Spain were com- 
pleted, when tiie junta at Bayonne was 
already assembled, and had entered 
Upon its labours. 

Miracles were solemnly proclaimed 
at Saragossa, Valadolid, Valentia, 
Seville, &c. These juggles, calculated 
only to dishonour religion, and, which 
would have had no effect in any other 
country on the contincnt, made the 
tr 


Digitized by 


Google 



154 Ndrr&tfct bf Events in Spdttn* 


greatest impression on the inhabitants 
of Spain. On the coast, a numerous 
^arty, known by their hatted to France, 
which incited the people to make a 
common cause with England, in order 
Xo procure the freedom of commerce, 
roused the passions of the people, and 
eibeted to participate in their super- 
stitious errors. Out of this disposition 
Sprung the mo6t fatal disorders, which 
“burst out at the same moment in the 
southern provinces of Navarre, Arra- 
gon, Estremadura, Castile, nod the 
provinces of Leon, Asturia, and Gal- 
licja. 

They broke out on the 17th of May in 
Site 'soutlifru provinces. The coun- 
sellor of state, Don Miguel Saavedra, 
who was captain -general of the king-' 
dem of Valencia, endeavoured to op- 
pose the views of the insurgents, but 
pis life was threatened, and he fled to 
Heqocna. The insurgent’s, however, 
informed of his place of retreat, pro- 
ceed thither in a body, seized his per- 
son, dragged hiinlo Valenti a, and mur- 
dered him at the house of the Count of 
CerbeUon, who appeared to be of their 
party, but whose efforts to save the un- 
fortunate victim were unavailing. Ehe 
bead of Don Miguel Saavedra was 
placed on a pike, carried round all the 
Street^, and afterwards placed on the 
top of a pillar, whilst the Marquis 
d^Enerva, who was threatened with the 
same fate, had the good fortune to 
escape. 

At the commencement of the insur- 
rection, the uisurgents gave orders, 
lhat all the French resident in that 
kingdom should be carried to the ci- 
tadel, and that their property should 
be confiscated. A few days after, they 
imprisoned the crew of a Freijch ship, 
which, being ehaced by an English fri- 
gate, sought protection in a Spanish 
port. On the 14th of June, in a new 
transport of rage* they put the prisoners 
tp death; but on the* 17th the members 
of the junta, who, under pain of death, 
were compelled to sanction these pro* 
ceedings, complained formally of the 
author of these cruelties, consigning 
him to general detestation and parti- 
cularizing him by the name ofBaltnazar 
Cal bo, an attendant upon the altar, 
' and a, member of tho chapter of St* 
Isidro, at Madrid. 

At Cuenca, the corregidor and in- 
tendant were put in irons, and carried 
oft by the riotous peasantry, wht>, be- 


fore their dep&rt(fre, pitlkggd the hotiatt 
of these two worthy magistrates, aid 
trebled their families With great Cruelty. 

At Certbagena aba people pat Ik 
death the governor, who bad for a ioag 
period enjoyed the esteem of all ranks. 

At Grenada, General Truxillos, tb* 
governor of Malaga, having arrived 
there on tbC $Oth May, was put to 
death by the inhabitants, who dragged 
his body through the streets, backed 
it in pieces, and afterwards consigad 
it to the flames. 

At Algesiras the French consol was 
put in prison on the 2d of June, and a 
mutinous rabble demanded his head : 
hut the firmness of the better disposed 
inhabitants prevented thi* additional 
atrocity. 

At St. linear de Barameidfc, the ga* 
yernor of the place, fi gCnerbi dfdm 
tinguished rank and merit, was massa- 
cred by the people. 

At Jaen, the peasantry compelled 
the citizens to abandon their houses 
bnd properties, killed the Corregidor, 
and plundered the thwfe. 

Seville having planted the standard 
of insurrection, formed a junta of in* 
surgents ; and 4 corps of soldiers, from 
the camp of St. Hoch aud Cadiz, sedu- 
ced by the great pay which the insur- 
gents promised them, repaired to their 
standard. The first proof that they 
gave of their prowess was tho rtiardeV 
of Count d'Aguiln, one of the Worthiest 
men in Seville. 'A captain of smugglefs 
was appointed compandor in Chief; 
and the insolvents, consisting ofmonki, 
desertei*3, and smugglers, marched out 
under arms to occupy the Pass of 
Cordova. 

At Cadii, ftih people r©5£, on the 
27 th end 28th of May, open lieot.* 
Gen. Solaao (Marquisdel Socorro), who 
was Captain-General of the province, 
and governor of the city, a man here- 
tofore universally respected ^ the insaft 
gents procured arms from the barracks, 
and cannon from the ramparts* attacked 
his house, seized his persoo, and put 
him to death in the most crnel manner. 

At Carolina, the corregidor, who 
wished to repress the tumult, was be- 
headed by the people. y 

Occurrences no less horrible toeb 
place in the provinces of Navarre, Ar- 
ragon, and Catalonia. 

At $aragnspa, < the peasants shot tl* 
colonel of the {tinges regiment of dra* 
goons ; and thirty tnree officers oftbeir 
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party, against whom they mutinied, 
were pat to death in thp most croef 
manner. 

The same rancour against alt autho- 
rity, and every person invested with a 
public character, produced events no 
less cruel in Estremadura and the 
Ciistiles. 

At Badajot the insurrection broke 
out on the 30th of May, and was in- 
stantaneously at its height. The resi- 
dence of the governor. Count de la 
Torre del Fremo, was attacked. The 
insurgents demanded that they should 
he embodied and armed. The governor 
and the bishop presented themselves at 
a balcony, and admonished the multi- 
tude* but to no purpose, tp return to 
'a state of tranquillity. The more 
forinus among them would listen to no 
advice. They overpowered the palace 
guard, forced their way into the gover- 
nor’s chamber, dragged him out and 
carried him as far as the Palraas-gate, 
where they put him to death, with 
sticks and knives, and having stripped 
the body, piesented it bleeding to lu$ 
wife, while they were engaged in plun- 
dering the palace. 

At Valladolid, on the 5tb of June, 
in pursuance of ail qrder from General 
Cuesta, General . pon Miguel Cebullos 
officer of engineers, was thrown into 
the prison of Carbonero; but the in- 
surgents dragged him out, hewed him 
to pieces on the Campo Grande, in the 
presence of his wife and children, and 
tearing him joint by joint, carried his 
several limbs in triumph through the 
streets. 

At Alavera, on the 3th of June, the 
, corregijdpr attempted to punish some 
of the rioters; but they demanded his 
head, and.it was owing to the courage 
of a few brave individuals that he had 
the good fortune to escape with his life* 

The provinces of Leon and Asturias 
were at the same time the theatre of 
scenes equally bloody. 

At Corunna, on May 39, General 
Filangeira endeavoured to pacify tl»e 
peasantry by mild measures, but he 
would have been killed by a musket- 
sbot, had not an artillery officer placed 
himself before his person, and by this 
means saved his life. On the following 
«fay, however, the insurgents got pos- 
session of his palace, which they de- 
stroyed. The General effected his es- 
cape to the cloister of 9t. Domingo. 

At Ferrol, on the 33d of June, the 


hpuse of the Lieut, -Gen. of Marine, 
Obreson, was plundered: and that 
officer being discovered in the manufac- 
tory of Isqincndo, was thrown into the 
prison of St. Anthony. 

In the kingdom of Leon, the peasan- 
try, on the 22 d of June, entered several 
cities, towns, and villages. A number 
of the most respectable burghers were 
beheaded ; and it is stated that the go- 
vernor of Corruntid, the corregidor of 
Leon, and Count Castro Fuerte, CoK 
of the militia of Vatto, on being put 
into the. hands of Qcn. CueSta, were 
delivered over to the executioner. 

Every where, those who, from their 
worth, rank, virtue, or fortune, pos- 
sessed the general esteem, paid with 
their heads for their brave resistance 
against oppression, and for their ah 
tachment to their country ; whilst com- 
mittees of insurrection made themselves* 
masters of tlje public treasure, orga- 
nised themselves, and spread thp reign 
of terror among all the well-disposed 
inhabitants. 

The ministers, the members of the 
junta of Madrid, and the commission 
of Government, employed every mean$ 
of pacification ; b ut their efforts wer # 
unavailing, and they were unable to 
bring back to theif obedience an igno- 
rant and fanatical people, led astray 
by superstition and artifice,, and who 
abandoned themselves to the seduc- 
tion of power and thp allurements of 
plundef. 

Tli is agitation Was the inevitable re- 
sult of the state of insecurity, suffering, 
and misfortune, into which a bad gp.- 
vernment had ptungqd thd* Spanish 
nation. It was prepaid and excited 
into activity by the artifices and bribery 
of England, artel that perversion of 
public opinion arising from' the concur- 
rence of political and party fep lings, 
cnoonrnged by the higher powers, ft 
was necessary to have recourse to armd, 
in order to repress these excesses, and 
to strike terror into the evil-disposed. 

Marshal Bessie res directed in the 
first instance, several detachments to- 
wards Logtomio, Saragossa, Segovia, 
Valladolid, and St. Audero. These 
columns, though incousidprablenn num- 
ber, were every where successful, with- 
out sustaining any considerable loss. 

The town of Logroqno was in a state 
oflnsurrection, and chose for its com- 
mander a stone-mason, known to lje j 
one of the worst characters in the 
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trict. General VcrSier having received 
orders to inarch thither, with trio bat- 
talions, surrounded the place on tho 
6th. of June, and put the insurgents to 
flight, taking from them six pieces of 
bad artillery, lie punished the most . 
notorious of the insurgents, and placing, 
again at the head of tiie magistracy the 
principal burghers, ^who had been 
thrown into prison, marched back to 
Vittoria. 

General Frere advanced towards Se- 
govia, where some commotions had al- 
so taken place. On the 7th. of Jqne, 
baying approached within a quarter of 
a mile, he sent a flag of truce to the 
magistracy, that they might exert them- 
selves to bring back the insurgents to 
their duty; but the insurgents, about 
5000 in number, having 30 pieces of 
Cantipn, which they had taken from the 
park at Segovia, prevented the flag of 
truce from approaching, by a discharge 
4>f artillery. This induced the Geueral 
to make an immediate attack; and the 
place was taken by storm, after an ac- 
tion in whiqh a great number of the in* 
surgents were stain, numbers made 
prisoners, and ail their artillery taken. 
The city being cleared of the insurgents, 
and again its own mistress, submitted. 

General Lasalles advanced from 
Burgos upon Torquemada, where there 
were 6000 insurgents, whom he attack- 
ed on the 7th, with 500 foot chasseurs. 
They were driven out with the loss of 
4200 killed, and the yillagp of Torque- 
machi was burnt. 

General Lasalles advanced on the 
flth to Palencia. On his approach tip 
was met by a deputation, with the bi- 
shop at their head, to inform him of 
the submission of the place, which im- 
mediate Jy returned to its duty* The 9th. 
and lQib. were occupied by General 
^nsalles, in disarming the city and pro- 
vince pf Palencia. 

On thp 12th, the General proceeded 
to Duennas, where he formed a junction 
with General Mer|c, and thence con- 
tinued his march to Valladolid. The 
banners of insurrection had been un- 
folded in that city ; and Gen. Cuesta, 
the Captain-general, placed himself at 
the head of {he disafjbcted, and took 
post at Cabecon, with 7000 insurgents 
and 6 pieces of cannon. 

Having reconnoitred the position of 
the insurgents, General Lasalles ordered 
General Sabathier to attack them with 
the field artillery, while General Merle 


was tp take measqres to cut off their 
retreat to Valladolid. After an action 
of half an hour, the insurgents . were 
tptally defeated, and put. to the rout bn 
alt sides, leaving behind theip their can- 
non, 4000 muskets, and about a thousand 
killed' 

The bishop of Valladolid, with the 
Principal clergy, came to meet General 
Lasalles, imploring forgiveness for tba 
town and its inhabitants. The French 
division entered Valladolid in the midst 
pf a multitude who deserved a severe 
chastisement, but who, with admiration, 
witnessed the mercy and generosity of 
the French. The city and province were 
disarmed; and ten persons from the 
councils of Valencia, Segovia, and Val- 
ladolid, were deputed tp wait upon hi$ 
catholic Majesty at Bayonne, in order, 
to solicit his clemency, and to offer the 
bopiagc aud fidelity, of their fellow-? 
citizens. 

The bishop of St. Andero, having 
pxcited his flock to insurrection, aban- 
doned himself to excesses of ev^ry kind; 
General Morle directed hb march to- 
wards the mountains of St. Andero^ 
whither General Ducos also proceeded. 
On the 21st, at three o’clock in the 
piorning, lie attacked the insurgents. io 
front of Lantuento, drove tjipisi from all 
their positions, and took frpm them twp 
18-pounders, which they had barely 
time to fire twice upon .gs, without 
wounding any one, though ppop their 

side the loss was considerable. 

General D t ucos.| un the 20.tb, arrived 
at Soncillo, where lie attacked the in*- 
Surgeptjj, apd drove thpm. back a ipita 
Qn the 31 §t, did the same, on the 
road tp V.entadeL’Byeudo, which was 
defepdpd by £000 men, with fopr pieces 
pf cannop. Op the hp wa$»ithiu 
four miles of St. Andero. On the 23t|» 
Generals Murlc and Ducos entered St. 
Andero, the. one from the side of Torre 
de la Vega, the .other by the rpad.-pf 
{Sscpdo. The moment they entered the 
place, the peasantry disp< rsed pn all 
sides to their hoi.oes, aucl the inhabitants 
returutd^lo the city. . 

The city of St. Andero having sub* 1 
^mitted, took a solemn oath of allegiaircc 
to his catholic Majesty, iu the same 
manner as has been done by Segovia, 
Palencia, and Valladolid. 

Tims did the troops under Marshal 
Bessieres, in the space of a few dayp, 
take 30 pieces of cannon and. 50,000 
muskets,, and disarmed Palencia, Val 
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ladolid, ^tc. which secured the peace of 
Navarre,Guiposcoa, Allays), and tliscaj ; 

During the early operations of roar-* 
sfaal Bessieres, disturbances had also 
broken out in the Southern extremities 
of Navarre and A rragon. 

General Lefebvrc advanced from 
Pampelona at the head of 3000 men, 
principally consisting of. light troops of 
the first regiment of the Vistula. He' 
advanced towards Tudela, where a 
body of 3 to 4000 nieu had arrived 
from Saragossa, He attacked and routed 
them on the 9th, of June,, talking from 
them six pieces of cannon. He punished 
the chiefs of the insurgents ; he caused 
the bridge over the Ebro, that had been 
burned down,- to be re-established and 
marched at the head of the Polish light 
troops to Mallen, where the insurgents, 
reinforced from Saragossa, had again! 
taken post. He came up with them on 
the 13th, and immediately began (he 
attack. A single charge on the part of 
the Poles was sufficient to- throw them 
into confusion, and put them to flight, 
leaving five pieces of cannon on the 
field. 

Similar success was obtained on the 
H4th. at Alagon, where the insurgents, 
from 3 to 400Q strong, were put tq 
flight, with the loss^ of their canqon. 
They made an equally ineffectual resis- 
tance on the 16th. in the olive planta- 
tions in the suburbs of Saragossa. 

The actions of Epila and Monte 
Torrera, on the 23d. and 37th. had a 
Similar result. 

In these different expeditions* the 
insurgents had front 2 to 3GQ0 men 
killed, and a great number wounded. 
A considerable number of them were 
made prisoners, and they lost all their 
cannon, consisting of about 30 pieces t 
the Joss on our side in If i lied was only 
from about 20 to 30, and from 60 to 80 

wounded. 

General Vernier joined General Le- 
febvre before Saragossa, and they in- 
vested the town. On the 2d. of July, 
some howitzers began to play, which 
destroyed the. monastery of St, Joseph, 
which cqvered a part of the walls of the 
city. Between the 2d. and 13th. of 
July, all the necessary arrangements 
were made for hemming in the insur- 
gents more closely, and collecting ma- 
terials for throwing a floating bridge 
over the Ebro. On the 11th. the passage 
of the river was forced, and some troops 
posted themselves on the left bank, in 


order th defend the workmen ip. the 
formation of the bridge, which was 
completed by noon on the 13 th. In' 
the tnenn time, several corps- assemr 
bled ilk the plains, in order to obstruct 
our communication ; but they were' 
beaten at Almunia, Cajtailajpd, ami 
Taresty, on the road tQ Tudela, with a 
loss, in the different actions, of a great 
number of men, and a considerable 
quantity of military stores. The troops 
that occupied the left bank of the river* 
before Saragossa also sustained various? 
attacks from the* detachments sent out 
ffom the city; but the insurgents were* 
in every encounter driven back with the 
bayonet, with the loss in all these affairs, 
and particularly at Jouslival, of a num- 
ber of men, and several eight pounders. 
The blockade of the place, into which 
several corps of insurgent** had thrown' 
themselves, after having in vain endea-r 
voured to keep the field, was now com- 
pletely established. 

Gen. Duhesme commanded in Cata- 
lonia, having ins head-quarters at Bar? 
celona. In several parts of his com- 
mand, assemblies of the insurgents lmd 
taken . place. - The first symptoms of 
insurrection broke out in the towns qf 
Manresa and Tarragona. Ip conse- 
quence of the applications' made tq 
them,* they promised to lav down their 
arms ; but hot having fulfilled this pro- 
mise, General Swartz occupied Man resa^ 
and General Chabran Tarragon) a. Gen. 
Swartz bad orders 1 9 proceed by the 
way of Lerida* and to visit Montserrat, 
yvhere it was reported there were some 
disturbances. Op ,6th ' of June he 
fell in with the insurgents at Bruck, 
defeated and killed" q ntimber of them. 
He obtained similar advantages- at Es- 
paguera, Mattoreil, and at Mahnos 
del Hey. ‘ > - 

Other parties ofinsqrg^nt peasant 
try had fortified themselves \vjth 
cannon, in a position on the river 
Lobrega. They hacl taken posses- 
sion of some artillery which they 
found on the coast.-r-^Gen. Uuhesine 
attacked them* They were every 
where defeated and pursued, from 
eight to eleven o'clock, and all their 
artillery was taken. This expedition 
terminated -with very little loss on 
our side, .but with great oq the part 
of the insurgents. 

New bodies of' insurgents having 
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come down from the ippuntaip;, cut 
or^h^cwniMnic^fio^betwewMoqt 
<jette and McntCa#a, and occupied 
tb#’ little castle of Mont Gatte,; 
what© they entrenched themselves. 
They were suddenly attacked on the 
I7fch.. The castle of Mont Gatte 
was taken by storm, the insurgents 
lost a great number of their men, 
their colours, and 20 pieces of cau- 
tvdn.^Gen. Lecchi, in pursuing the 
fugitives, arrived at the city of 
Mattapo, which was put in a state 
Of defence and barricadoed. He 
attacked and carried the city with 
the same, rapidity, and took ten pieces 
of cannon. 

General Du lies me directed his 
column to the passes of St. Paulus. 
On the lgth he attacked them, took 
them by surprise, and captured ten 
pieces of artillery* 

After these various engagement* 
tho object of which was to maintain 
the communications, Gen. Duhesme 
returned to Barcelona. His loss 
scarcely amounted to 100 men in 
killed and wounded ; that pf the in- 
surgents wus wry considerable. 

. Luring these operations* a new 
line of insurgents had formed itself 
behind the Lobrega, which was con- 
siderably swelled by the melting of 
the snow a few days before, in the 
mountains, and the rain that had 
fidleo. At Molinos del Bey, they 
had a battery of three pieces of ar- 
littery, which commanded the stone 
bridge, which was broken in different 
places. All the forts down to the 
very mouth of the river were defen- 
ded. The right wing of the insur- 
gents extended down to the beach, 
and two pieces of flying artillery 
itoanaiavred in the rear of the line. 
Jn the morning of the 30th of June, 
the troops marched to* attack the in- 
surgents. General Goulesse and 
Brigadier-Gen. Bessieres proceeded 
to the mouth of the river, and forced 
a passage to the right bank. They 
thus took in reverse all the positions 
pf the insurgents, who offered no 


r^tgnee, and sustained g very heavy 
lose. In the mean time General 
Lecchi’* division attached and car- 
ried the bridge of Molinos del Rey 
and took the three pieces* of cannon 
by which it wa9 defended. The re- 
mains of the body of insurgents, den 
feated at all points, fell back ip 
Martoveille, which was tbe general 
rendezvous, Qtm. Lecchi pursued, 
souted them, and made himself 
master of that position. Their los* 
cannot be estimated; There were 
found on the field of battle 40,0 00 
muskets; and the insurgents lo*! eU 
the artillery which they carried oft 
with them, 

On the side of Figueras, severs) 
bodies of the peasants bad united to 
cut off the communication with the 
city. General Rieble repaired tip* 
ther on the $th of Juty from Relle^ 
garde ; he defeated and routed tto 
insurgents, supplied the place with 
provisions, and reinforced the gar- 
rison. 

During these events which took 
place in Biscay, NVvarre* Arrqgnn, 
and Catalonia, Marshal Moncey 
broke up with his army* in couse* 
quence of an insurrection in the 
kingdom ©f Valencia. On the 31st 
ef June, he Came up with the in- 
surgents, tn the fine positions whjch 
surround the village of Pesquera, 
and who defended with four pieces 
of artillery the bridge over the river 
of Gabriel le, and the entrance of 
the passes. The bridges and* tbe 
passes were carried, the insurgents 
lost their artillery, apd five hundred 
Swiss and Spanish guards came over 
to our ranks. The. insqrgents to* 
ving; termed a junction with ihriv 
principal army, retreated to Lai 
Cabrera* and * State Annas, in* front 
©f which they entrenched th'emsefe^ 8 
in a position which they conceived 
to be impregnable? Marshal Mon* 
cey came in sight of them oq tto 
24th, and found them* in foot, i* 
possession of a very excellent pod* 
non, and extremely difficult of W 
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ffottog attacked them yfcb 
the greatest futy* they WCte drtvett 
ftom one Ml to anofbev, lost all 
(keif positfows, and fled in disorder 
teaming behind all their artillery* 
consisting of 12 piece*, their atrirtM- 
fttoft, md almost all lltetr baggage. 
Thb army cbndhhCd Its march to- 
vmitlb Valencia, Where a junta of 
insurgents bad keen formed. They 
C*We up with the irtswtfgehts About 
a mild and a half from that city. 
Thby hadeAtibttthed themselves be- 
hind ebe eanfel, and having broken 
down the bridge by thfe village of 
Qfeftrtfe* defended the f paeMge With 
Artillery. OttfarHllery immediately 
took its *rtirtidh *, the trctepte matched 
in colatnna Upon VAftoufc points, and 
in less than one hottr their Itrte Was 
broken, the bridge /^-established, 
the village §f Quarto carried, five 
pieces of catmon taken, and the 
Whole of the insurgents rbiited. 

At day-break on the following day 
(the £$lh) Marshal Montey advan- 
ced towards Valencia. The environs 
Of that cky atW iftteh*etffed by a great 
number of canals, arid covered With 
mins ahd houses. The suburbs Ox- 
tehd clnSe to the gates. Marshal 
Mowcey gave ordom for the attack. 
French intrepidity ‘overcame every 

obstacle. The suburbs Were tan-ied, 
and the street* 'VtrCWed With dead 
bodies; Twenty pieced of artillery 
*efe taken ; bat the Wails being Sur- 
rounded With ditches filled with, 
water, were secure against a sur- 
prise. The Marshal pitched his 
eathp under them, waitihg the arri- 
val of fcoifce pieces of heavy artillery. 

Some days after, he \va% informed 
that a division of tnsdrgCrits, frbm 
five to sik thousand men, were re- 
solved to keep the held. Me matched 
ifrmeflffefely, arid proceeded to the 
ri^ht bank of the Xucrin the heights 
were instantly attacked arid carried ; 
the insurgents weCe defeated ; they 
lest several pieces of Cannoh, and 
were pursued fighting all the way lo 
the heights bf Almanac. 


On the W^fflrt^y^e^bflrpHfeW 
fn the defiles : a gtm itttmfber of 
them Willed. Ohr thmp* tottk pos- 
session of Almanza', Where Marshal 
Montey received Orders to take k 
position at St. Cterttent*s. He bad 
collected heavy artillery nUtessAty 
for the attack bf Valencia, and hfc 
Was upbft the point bf advancing tt> 
that place, when the events in Aft- 
dalusia ordered k otherwise. 

In these different affhirfc, in whreff* 
MaMml MbncCy had six diffbfeffc 
engagements, he killed a great many 
of the enemy, and took ao pieces of 
Cannon and three rtandard*. m 
lbs* consisted of tOO killed and 566 
Wounded. 

During these various bpetatiohb 
the people ofCttebCa Wbte gtfifyy dt 
the greatest extravagancies agaftfet b 
French officer and ’several Soldiers. 
Brigadicr-^enefal CaalinCbort rC^ 
teived orders tb march for the pur- 
pose of chastising them. Me with* 
drew frorn Tanmcori, on the 1st tk 
July, and arrived at Cubtica On thfc 
Sd, at 4 ih the after riooriw The in- 
surgents seUmetl determined tb pre- 
vent the approach of the French 
troops; the latter consisted of be* 
twCfert&ahdfOOO men, and tWopleCH 
of cannon. GehCtal GaulinCottrt fit* 
tacked them immediately ; they lost 
their artillery, rind were put to thd 
rout; so that they thought no tnbrfc 
of defending the place, arid feed ifi 
rill directions.towards the hills, leav- 
ing their arms, arid between V rinff 
800 killed and. wounded behind them. 
The to#n, which was deserted OH 
the approach of the French, Was 
given up to plundeh 

General Dtlpbnt, Whb left Mad rtfi 
about the end of May, had repaid 
ed to Andalusia. He passed the Si- 
erra Morena ill thfc beginning ftf 
June, and was on his march tb G bri- 
dal qiiivir. When he arrived at Ati- 
dujar* he learned that h rebellious 
junta was established at Seville, anfl 
that the citiefc of. CordoVri aria 
Granada* ahd a part of Jrieri, wfcrfi 
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*in - d stale. of % insurrection, while a 
numerous. body was. formed in the 
environs qf Cordova*. He .instant-' 
]y put . himself . in motion,, and 
on the 6th -fie was in possession of 
Montoro, Carpio* and Bugalenca, 
without/ meeting with any of the 
insurgents. He* however, received 
intelligence from a messenger that 
he sent to AJcolca, a small distance 
from Cordova, that the insurgents 
were there in great force, and that 
it was their intention to dispute his 
, passage. over the Guadalquivir. . 

The bridge of AicoleaJs very long, 
and difficult of access, and was de- 
fended by a tete-du-pont, by batte- 
ries placed upon a neighbouring 
.height, and by infantry, which kept 
Up a very brisk fire from both. shores 
of the river* The first attack was 
made on the 7tb, at. the break, of 
day. It was remarked that the 
bridge was nut broken : an immedi- 
ate attack was therefore ordered to 
be madeon the entrenchments, which 
were defended by very deep* ditches. 
The tetc-du-pont, the bj-idge, and the 
village of Alcolea, were. carried in ^ 
few* minutes. The insurgents fled 
in the greatest disorder, leaving their 
cannon and a number of killed and 
and wounded behind. . t 

Those who escaped from Alcolea 
retreated to Cordova, without en- 
deavouring to defend the camp, 
which the insurgents had pitched 
before the place, and- where arms 
were found of the most wonderful 
and most extraordinary makei be- 
sides pikes and English arms. 

The light corps leaving arrived 
before Cordova, the General sum- 
moned the Corregidor to attend him,, 
and sent the prior of a cloister -to, 
admonish him to make po resistance, - 
but to accept of the grace offered 
them by the French,' These mea*- 
sures proved fruitless, as the insur- 
gents were 15,000 in number, and 
about 2000 regular troops began to 
fire on all sides. The French can- 
non then beginning to fire, a breach 


yrasmftdein the gates, and, the place 
W# entered by force. , 

,* The advantages of this day jme 
complete theenemy lost, a number 
of, men, and tranquillity was resto- 
red to Cordoya. 

On the 19th Capt. Base was sent 
with a column of 900 infantry, 100 
cavalry, and artillery, to fetch pro- 
visions from Jaen. tie was preceded 
by two flags of truce, upon whom 
the insurgents fired ; on the follow*: 
ing morning, he made an attack 
upon the entrenched camp* (be 
strong castle, and the town* This 
attack was vigorous j all positions 
were forced. The insurgents had 
200 killed and 500 wounded. The 
col u inn lost scarcely five men, 

In the mean while, twp divisions 
of smugglers, making about 3Q00 
men, had approached Sierra More- 
na, and interrupted the* communi- 
cation with Madrid. The Duke of 
llovigo, who. had taken the com- 
mand in the room of the Grand 
Duke 0/ Berg, dispatched General 
Yedel with his division,, and that of 
General Gobert. 

General Vedel arrived in the de- 
files of Pens Pinuor, ou the 2fitb. 
To see the enemy, to attack him, 
to overcame him, and put him to 
flight, was. only the work qf a mo- 
ment. The insurgents lost 900 men, 
their artillery, together with’ their 
ammunition and provisions. We 
bad. two killed and. 10 wounded. — 
Thus the junction of General Vedel 
with General Dupont was effected. 
.General Dupont placed General Ve- 
del at Baylen, and' General ‘Gobert 
ut Carolina. 

‘ With his first division he took pos- 
session of Andujar, .where he formed 
a tete-du-pont on the Guadalquiver: 
another tete-du-pont was formed near 
the village of Menjibjar, on th,e road, 
from Jaen to Baylen. 

To preserve the post of Jaen was 
an object of importance,' because this 
was nearer to the, line of communi- 
cation tha'n that of Andujar : of 
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Ccrtrise ttie latter might be main* 
hrmedf even when the enemy should 
be in possession of Jaen. Brigadier- 
General Caasagqe was dispatched to 
Jaen : he had been with the advan- 
ced giTard' in several engagements, 
in which he had been constantly 
victorious. 

Tlie situation of Geheral Dupont, 
whicB had' at first occasioned some 
Uneasiness, was no longer so after 
he had thus been reinforced, and 
while there was a day's march be- 
tween him and the enemy in the de- 
. file of Sierra Morena. He bad a 
greater force under him than was 
necessary, if not for subjugating the 
whole province, at least quite suffi- 
cient for preserving it from surprise. 

Such was the situation of affairs 
about the 20fh of July, the period 
°f the arrival of the King of Spain ; 
far and wide was the dispersion of 
the insurgents: checked, subdued, 
or disarmed, they had not been able 
to carry any attempt of importance 
info effect. 

The preparations for the siege of 
Saragossa were pursued with activi- 
ty. The artillery necessary for that 
purpose had arrived from Bayonne 
and Fampeluna. The insurgents 
made a sortie on the 23d from Sa- 
ragossa, to attack the troops posted 
on the left bank of the Ebro. The 
third battalion of the volunteers of 
Arragon, forming the dower of these 
insurgents, began their march on the 
30th, in order to force their way in- 
to Saragossa. The insurgents were 
defeated with great loss in all their 
sorties, and were generally closely 
pursued under the walls. 

On the l6th of August, about 
break of day, a breach being made, 
the storming of the place commen- 
ced; The gates of San en Gracio 
and Cannes were surprised and car- 
tied. After obstinate fighting, which 
lasted several days, fourteen clois- 
ters, which had been fortified, three** 
fourths bf the city, the arsenal, and 
*11 the magazines, were fy our pos- 
VOL. IV. 


session. The peaceable inhabitant 
encouraged by the advantages of thd 
French, hoisted a white flag, and 
coming forward to offer terms of 
capitulation to the French, wer<$ 
murdered by the insurgents, at whose 
head monks were seen acting a^ 
Captains and Colonels : a great 
number of these wretches were kil- 
led ; the unfortunate city of Sara- 
gossa is almost ruined through fire, 
fhe bombs, and the explosion of the 
mines. 

In the meanwhile, all the Spanish 
troops of the line in Gallicia and 
Andalusia had taken part with the 
Insurgents. The troops of the lind 
at Madrid, St. Sebastian, Barcelo- 
na, &c. &c. left those places to 
join them. 

The French having come into 
Spain as friends, and acting in Con- 
cert with the ministers, the councils 
and the principal burghers, Were 
unwilling to disarm the Spanish 
troops, and for a long time restrain- 
ed themselves from any kind of hos- 
tilities ; but die result has ntade rt 
appear how fatal this generosity has 
proved to the French. 

We were very soon informed that 
a corps of 35,000 men, with Ad 
pieces of cannon, were assembled at 
Henevento, with whom there were 
some English commissioners and of- 
ficers, besides all the Spanish pri- 
soners" that had been sent to Spain 
by the English government; these 
were known by the red uniforms 
which they were supplied with from 
London. 

This army began its march as 
though it had been intended to pro- 
ceed to Burgos. Marshal Bessieres 
marched to meet them with General 
Mon ton's division of infantry, that 
of Merle, with General Lasalles di- 
vision of cavalry, forming in the 
whole a Gorps of 12,000 men. 

On the 14th, at day-break, he 
discovered the enemy covering a 
great' extent of ground, and being 
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in possession of the heights of Medi- 
na del Rio Seco. 

As soon as the position of the e- 
nemy was known, the Marshal form- 
ed the resolution of attacking their 
left. General Darmagnac was the 
first that was engaged at the head of 
his brigade. At this moment the 
attack became general. Monton, 
general of division, made himself 
master of the town- of Medina del 
Rio Seco, with the bayonet ; the 
Generals Lasalles, Ducos, and Sa- 
battier, led on their troops, with the 
cry of ‘ Long live the Emperor V — 
All the positions were carried, the 
enemy attacked with the bayonet, 
and the whole of their artillery, con- 
sisting of forty pieces of cannon, 
was taken, and the whole army of 
the insurgents thrown into the great- 
est confusion. Six thousand men 
were made prisoners; upwards of 
10,000 were left on the field of bat- 
tle ; the wlrole of their baggage and 
ammunition fell into our hands ; a 
number of superior officers were 
killed. The 10th and the 22d regi- 
ments ofehasseurs, and all the troops 
in general, were covered with glory. 
Col. Picton, an officer of distinguished 
merit, is killed ; Gen. Darmagnac 
is Slightly wounded, together with 
the provisory major commandant of 
the f3th regiment. The adjutant- 
commandant Guilleminol, chief of 
Marshal Bessieres's staff, displayed’ 
great address and activity. The 
Marshal had not more than 300 men 
killed and wounded in this affair. 

The enemy fled to Benevente in 
disorder, where they scarcely re- 
mained a moment, but retreated from 
thence to Labenara, Astorga, and 
Leon. At Villa P&rdo, he left be- 
hind him 5000 pounds of powder 
and* 100,000 cartridges. "The En- . 
glisb colonel,' who acted as Commis- 
sioner with the Spanish ahoy, re- 
treated to Lq go before the battle 
commenced. 

Marshal 'Bessieres, pursuing the 
enemy ,• arrived- ai Behevente on the 


19th, where he found 10,000 mus- 
kets, 26,000 pounds of powder, and 
200,000 cartridges, which the in- 
surgents had left behind them, in 
consequence of their precipitate 
flight. He received a letter of sub- 
mission from the inhabitants of Za- 
mora; and on the 20tb, the day 
following, he entered that city, from 
whence he proceeded to Majorga, 
where he was informed that Gene- 
ral Cuesta, who had passed through 
Leon with scarcely 500 cavalry, had 
ordered the fugitives to rally. 

Arriving at Majorga, a deputa- 
tion from Leon presented themselves 
to him. General Cuesta had left 
that city, where 12,000 new mus- 
kets, a number of pistols and sabres, 
with five pieces of cannon, remained. 

Marshal Bessieres entered Leon 
on the 26th. The bishop came two 
miles out of that city to meet him, 
and the members of the government 
received the army on the outside of 
the gates, assuring the Marshal of 
the submission of the inhabitants, 
and praying for the generosity of the 
conqueror in behalf of the city and 
province of Leon. 

By means of th/s important con- 
quest, the provinces of Leon, Pa- 
lencia, Valladolid, Zamora, and Sa- 
lamanca, were subjugated and dis- 
armed, and the communication with 
Portugal opened and secured. 

All these events, connected with 
the arrival of the King at Madrid, 
seemed to portend a most favoura- 
ble issue to the affairs of Spain, 
when Gerferal Dupont, after a suc- 
cession of disasters, which we can- 
not account for, had the inexpressi- 
ble misfortune of haying his commu- 
nication cut off with Madrid ; and, 
what was still worse, to be himself 
separated from two-thirds of his 
force, being at that time six miles 
clistaht from hjs usual point of com- 
munication ; a n d, lastly, on the 19th 
of ;J'u!y, being compelled to give 
battle \vith only one-third of his ar- 
my, in a disadvantageous ’ position 
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after a forced march during'iBe'night 
without any opportunity for resting 
his troops. 1 

There are few examples of a con- 
duct so inconsistent with all the 
principles of the military art. The 
General, who was unable to com- 
mand his army, discovered himself 
in the negociations which have fol- 
lowed, equally destitute of political 
firmness and ability. Like Sabinus 
Titurius, he rushed upon destruc- 
tion, entirely from a spirit of infa- 
tuation, and suffered himself to be 
deceived by the artifices and persua- 
sions of another Ambtorix. But the 
Roman soldiers, more fortunate than 
ours, perished with their arms in 
their hands. 

This unexpected intelligence, still 
more important from the encou- 
ragement which it must give the in- 
surgents, the advices of numerous 
descents by the English on the coast 
of Gallicia, and the excessive heat 
of the season, which checked alt 
tHe operations which circumstances 
might render necessary, induced the 
King to assemble his troops, and to 
place them in a cooler climate than 
that of New Castile, and in a situa- 
tion which presents a milder atmos- 
phere and better water. 

The King left Madrid on the 1st 
of August, and the whole army went 
into cooler cantonments, 
i So late as the 20th of August, 
the jnsurgents had not entered Ma- 
drid. They appear to be in a state 
of complete confusion and dis- 
sention. 

On the 22d, the King was at Bur- 
gos, and parties sent out to the dis- 
tance of from fifteen to twenty miles, 
could procure no intelligence of the 
enemy. 

Every intelligent person sees with 
regret, that England has obtained 
the melancholy advantage of exci- 
ting among the Spaniards a civil 
war, of Which the issue is not doubt- 
ful. But what influence can the 
rational and enlightened middle class 


have tipdn the ignbratff 7 multitude 
when led astray by fanaticism, po- 
pular prejudices, and foreign' cor- 
ruption’? : 

General Dohesme has agaih en- 
tered Barcelona, where he 1 intends 
to unite his corps, and to keep thdt 
important city in check, all the forts 
of which are in his Vands. 

The English cruizers having landed 
some emissaries at Bilboa, the peo- 
ple of that city were weak enough 
to break out into insurrection ih 
which, however, the mercantile and 
respectable classes of the inhabi- 
tants took no part. Gen. Merlin 
marched’against the place with two 
squadrons of cavalry, and two ' regi- 
ment of infantry. He carried two 
monasteries by storm, disarmed the 
insurgents, and re-established the 
government of the province. The 
loss of the insurgents amounted to 
500 men. Our’s Consisted in only 
three killed and twelve wounded. 

Such is a correct abstract of the 
events of the campaign in Spain. 
There has been no battle, not a single 
action, in which the courage of 
Our troops was not displayed to ad- 
vantage. 

Had General Dupont kept his 
troops united in a body, he would, ' 
without much difficulty, have dis- 
persed the insurgents; their army 
having consisted only of three divi- 
sions, scarcely forming a total of 
20,000 men. 

The bodies of insurgents scarcely 
deserve to be mentioned in this 
war. They defended themselves be- 
hind a wall or a house, but could 
not maintain themselves in the open 
fields, and a single squmk<,m of ca- 
valry, ora battalion of infantry, is 
sufficient to put many thousands of 
them to the rout. 

The principal army of the insur- 
gents was that which Marshal Bes- • 
sieres annihilated at Medina del Rio 
Seed. 

All that the English papers have 
published, respecting the affairs of' 
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,$p*i* k unfounded and fel#e* En- 
gland know* well the pant she is 
getting this pccawon. She also 
knows well what she is to expect 
from a!) her eflorU. Her only 
object is to involve Spain in con- 
fusion, that she (nay thereby make 
herself mistress of such of her pos- 
sessions as best suit her purposes. 


FRENCH EXPOSE, 

IN RESPECT TO SPAIN, AND ITS 
RELATIONS WITH OTHER 
POWERS. 

FV&, Sept. 8. — On the 5th in- 
stant, the senate assembled, under 
the presidency of his Serene High- 
ness the Prince Arch Chancellor. 
The Prince Arch Treasurer, the 
Prince Vice Grand Elector, and the 
Prince Vice Constable, assisted at 
the $iUing.~-Tbe ministers ot foreign 
affairs and of war communicated the 
following reports. — A message from 
his Majesty was also ordered tp the 
senate. 

REPORT OF THE MINISTER FOR 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO IUS IM- 
/ PERIAL AND ROYAL MAJESTY. 

» Bayonne , April 24, 1808. 

Sire. — The security of your Em- 
pire ; the consolidation of its power, 
and the necessity of employing every 
means to compel to make peace, a 
government which making a sangui- 
nary sport of mankind, and in viola- 
tion of every thing held most sacred 
amongst men, has adopted the prin- 
ciple of perpetual war, imposes on 
your Majesty the obligation of put- 
ting an end to the anarchy which 
menaces Spain, and to the dissen- 
tions which agitate it. These im- 
portant circumstances render the 
choice of a line of conduct extreme- 
ly important, they involve consi- 
derations which interest in the 
highest degree bpth France and 
Europe. 

Of all the states of Europe there 
are none whose fate is wore neces- 


sarily connected with that pf France 
than Spain. Spain is to France 
either a useful friend or a danger- 
ous enemy. An intimate alliance 
must unite the two nations, or an 
implacable enmity separate them. 
Unfortunately that jealousy and dis- 
trust which exist between two neigh- 
bouring states have rendered enmity 
habitual. It is thus that the en- 
sanguined page of history affects the 
rivalship of Charles V. and Francis 
1 M which was not less the rivalship 
of the two nations than of their Soi 
vereigns, and which continued un- 
der their successors. The troubles, 
of the league were excited and fo- 
mented by Spain, who was no stran- 
ger to the disorder of la Fronde, and 
the power of E°uis XIV* did not 
begin to rise pntil after having con- 
quered Spain, he formed with the 
then reigning house in that kingdom 
an alliance, which, ip its consequen- 
ces, placed the crown of that king- 
dom on the head pf bis grandson. 
That apt pf provident policy gave to 
the two countries an agp pf peace, 
after three ages of war. 

This state of things, however, 
ceased with the cause which gave 
birth to.it. The French revolution 
broke the permanent connection 
which existed between the two na- 
tions* Then came the third coali- 
tion, in which Spain, prodigal to 
France of protestations, of friend- 
ship, secretly proiwised her aid to 
the coalesced powers, as was disco- 
vered by the papers communicated 
to the English parliament. The En- 
glish ministry determined from this 
moment to undertake nothing against 
Spanish America, already consider- 
ing Spain as an ally, and Spain, as 
well as England, looked forward to 
the defeat of your armies. Events 
set aside that expectation, and Spain 
remained friendly. 

At the epoch of the fourth coali- 
tion, Spain shewed more openly her 
hostile disposition, and betrayed, by 
a public act, the secret ofheren- 
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gagements with England. That fa- 
mous proclamation cannot be for- 
gotten, which preceded by nine days 
the battle of Jena, by which all 
Spain was called to arms, when no 
/enemy threatened bcr f and which 
was followed by measures promptly 
/effective, since the military estab- 
lishment of that kingdom was raised 
from 118,000 men to 140,000. A 
report was at that time spread that 
Jthe army of your Majesty was beat- 
en, and that Austria was about to 
/declare against you, and Spain ima- 
gined she might declare herself with 
impunity. The victory of Jena con- 
founded her projects. The moment 
is arrived to give to France on the 
side of the Pyrenees a permanent 
security, so that if ever she is expo- 
sed to new dangers, she may, in- 
stead of haying any thing to fear 
from Spain, expect from her aid, 
pnd have recourse to the Spanish 
primes to march to defend her. 

In its present state, Spain is ill 
governed, badly united, or rather 
not united at all, in a common cause 
against England. Her marine is 
neglected, scarcely are any ships to 
be seen in her ports, and those in 
the worst state ; the magazines are 
badly supplied, the workmen and 
sailors not paid, whilst in her ports 
there are neither redoubs nor bat- 
teries, nor armaments. In all the 
branches of the administration the 
most horrible disorder prevails ; all 
the resources of the monarchy are 
dilapidated, the state loaded with an 
enormous debt, is without credit. 
The produce of the customs, and 
the estates of the clergy, destined 
to diminish this debt, have another 
destination given them. Lastly, in, 
the penuiy of its means. Spam aban- 
doning totally her marine, occupies 
herself with the augmentation of her 
land force. Great evils can only be 
cared by great changes. 

. The most pressing object of soli- 
citude with your Majesty is the war 
against England. England announ- 


ces that she will not coma to any 
accommodation. All the overtures 
of your Majesty have been rejected 
or neglected. The inability to coo* 
tinue the war will alone induce Eng- 
land to make peace. The war 
against her, therefore, cannot be 
carried on with too much vigour. 
Spain possesses maritime resources 
which are lost to her and to France. 
It is necessary that a good govern- 
ment should give them activity, im- 
prove them by a judicious organi- 
zation, and tbatyour Majesty should 
direct them against the common 
enemy, to arrive at length at peace, 
which humanity calls for, and of 
which all Europe stands so much in 
need. Every thing that leads to this 
end is legitimate. The interests of 
France and those of Continental Eu- 
rope will not allow your Majesty to 
neglect the only means by which the 
war against England can be carried 
on with success. 

The present situation of Spain 
compromises the security of France, 
and the fate of the war against Eng- 
land. That country, which posses- 
ses the greatest maritime means in 
Europe uses them the least. 

S14E, — Spain will not be to 
France a sincere and faithful friend, 
nor can the war against England be 
continued with the hupe of arriving 
at peace, until a common interest 
shall unite the two houses reigning 
in France and Spain. The dynasty 
which governs Spain through its af- 
fections, its recollections, its fears, 
will be always the secret enemy of 
France; an enemy the more perfi- 
dious, because, pretending to be 
friendly and yielding every thing to 
France whilst victorious, it will 
be ready to overwhelm her the 
moment her victory becomes uncer- 
tain. 

It will be for the interest of Spain 
as well as of France, that a firm 
hand should re-establish order in 
her administration, the disorder of 
which has crippled her government 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



l€6 French Expost [sept. 


«hd leads tb that rbin towards which 
ahe is hastening with rapid strides. 
A prince; the friend of France by 
sentiment, by 'interest, having no- 
thing to- tear from he r* and not be- 
ing an object'bf distrust to her, will 
Appropriate • alt the resources of 
Spain to her interest, prosperity 'to 
the re-establish me nt of her marine, 
and to the success of the cause 
winch unites Spain to France and 
the continent. Thus the work of 
Louis XIV. will be re-stablislied. 

What policy suggests, justice au- 
thorises. — Spam is really in a state 
of war with your Majesty, her com- 
munication with England was an 
hostile act, her proclamation of the 
15 th of October, was really a decla- 
ration of war, which would have 
been followed by an act of aggres- 
sion, if your Majesty had not con- 
quered at Jena. In that case, the 
departments on the left of the Loire, 
which your Majesty had left without 
troops, would have been obliged to 
fly to repel this new enemy. 

The French Merchants in Spain 
have lost their ancient privileges, the 
laws of the customs were directed 
chiefly against French commerce, 
and were remarkable for their ar- 
bitrary and perpetual variation. 
These variations could not be known, 
no publicity whs given to them. It 
was only at the custom-house that 
jt was learnt that the law of one day 
was not the law of the next. Mer- 
chandise confiscated often without 
any pretext, was never restored. 
All the applications made by, or 
pn behalf of the Prench were rejec- 
ted. Whilst Spain was thus making 
war in detail upon the French and 
their commerce, all her ports, and 
Chiefly those of the Gulph Gascony 
were open to English commerce. 
The law of blockade proclaimed in 
Spain similar to that of France, was 
only rendered the means of favour- 
ing still more the contraband trade 
of England* the merchandize of 


which was spread through Spain into 
the rest of Europe. 

Exclusive, however, of the con- 
siderations which I have stated, 
existing circumstances do not per- 
mit your Majesty to refrain from 
interfering in the affairs of that king- 
dom. The King of Spain has becti 
precipitated from his throne, your 
Majesty is called upon to judge be- 
tween the father and the son. What 
part will you take! Will you sa- 
crifice the cause of sovereigns, and 
sanction an outrage committed a- 
gainst the Majesty of the throne ? 
Will you leave on the throne a 
Prince who cannot withdraw himself 
from the yoke of England, in con* 
sequence of which your Majesty 
must constantly keep on foot a pow- 
erful army in Spain. If, on the 
contrary, your Majesty determines 
to replace Charles IV. on the throne, 
it is known that it canndt be done 
without overcoming a great resis- 
tance, and shedding French blood. 
Can that blood, of which the nation 
is prodigal for the defence of its own 
interests, be shed for the interest of 
ft foreign King whose fate is of no 
consequence to France. — Lastly, 
Can your' Majesty, taking no in- 
terest in these important differences, 
abandon the Spanish nation to its 
fate, while already it is agitated by 
an extreme fermentation ; and when 
England is sowing the seeds of trou- 
ble, and of anarchy, ought your 
Majesty to leave this new prey to 
England to devour ? No ; certain- 
ly not. Your Majesty, therefore, 
occupied of necessity with the re- 
generation of Spain, in ft manner 
useful to thftt kingdom, and useful 
to France, ought neither to re-esta- 
blish, at the price of much blood- 
shed, a dethroned King, nor aban- 
don Spain to herself ; for in both 
cases it would be delivering her to 
the English, whose money and in- 
trigues have produced the dissen* 
tions in that country, 
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. I have stated4o your Majesty the 
circumstances which demand agieftt 
determination. Pol ioy advises, jus- 
tice authorises the troubles in Spain 
inforce the necessity — youf Majesty 
ought to provide for the security of 
the empire,, and save Spain from the 
influence of England. — I am with 
aspect, & c. 

HirORT OT THE MINISTER FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Paris, Sept. 1, 1808.* 

Sire — T haye the honour to propose 
to your Majesty to communicate to the 
senate the two treaties which have 
placed the crown of Spain in your hands, 
R«d the constitution which under your 
auspices, and enlightened by your ad- 
vice, the Junta assembled at Bayonne, 
alter free and mature deliberation have 
adopted for the glory of the Spanish 
name and the prosperity of that king- 
dom and its colonies. 

. If in the- arrangements made by your 
Majesty the security of France has been 
your principal care, the interest of 
Spain herself has, hpwever, been dear, 
and in uniting the two states, by the 
t»o$i intimate, alliance, the prosperity 
and the glory of both were equally the 
objects proposed. The troubles w hich 
have, manifested, themselves have par* 
bcularly excited the solicitude of your 
Majesty, in depreciating their progress, 
m foreseeing their sad consequences, in 
hoping to prevent them by. persuasive 
weans, and by measures of wise and 
humaue policy. Your Majesty inter- 
fered as a mediator in the midst of die 
divided- Spaniard, shew iqg them on* 
one side the anarchy whioh threatened 
l hem, and on the other England ready, 
^.profit by their divisions, and to make 
of them to suit her* convenience, 
Rad pointing out tp them the way by 
yhich they might be saved from this-, 
double danger, by a constitution even 
provident, proper to provide, all of 
^hicb they stood in need, and in which* 
vbcr^l ideas intermixed themselves 
\pth these: ancient institutions which 
§pam wished to be preserved. 

The ; expectations of your Majesty 
have been deceived. Individual inte- 
rests, foreign intrigues, and the ioflu- 
encqs of foreign corruption have pre- 
vailed. Why is it so easy to lead nations 


to their ruin by letting loose their pas- 
sious? In a former report, I have made 
your Majesty acquainted with the in- 
fluence which the English were ac- 
quiring in Spain, the numerous party 
that they had formed, the friends whom 
they had acquired in the commercial 
towns, by holding out to them the 
prospect of a revival of their trade. I 
had pointed them out to you as authors 
of the sedition which overturned tho 
throne of Charles IV. and the favourers 
of the popular disorders which arose at 
that epoch. They had burst, through 
that solitary restraint which keeps the 
people in submission, by operating up- 
on their interest. The populace of 
Spain having shaken off the yoke of 
authority aspersed at governing., Eng- 
lish gold, the intrigues of the agents of 
the inquisition, who were afraid of 
losing their authority, the influences of 
the numerous tribe of monks in Spain, 
w ho dreaded a reform, have in this criti- 
cal moment occasioned the insurrection 
of several Spanish provinces, in which 
the voice of the more, prudent class has 
been either mistaken or stifled, of whom 
not a few have fallen victims to their 
courageous opposition to popular tu- 
mult, and a dreadful anarchy hasbeen 
seen to diffuse itself over t fie greatest 
part of Spain. Will your Majesty per- 
mit England to be able to say, ** Spain 
is one of my provinces, rny flag driven 
from the Baltic, the North Sea, the 
Levant* and even from the shores of 
Persia, rules in the ports France No, 
never, Sire! — To prevent so much 
shame and misfortune, two millions of 
brave men are ready to scale the Py- 
renees, and the English will he. chased 
from the Peninsula. If the French fight 
for the liberty of the sea, they must, to 
conquer, begin by wresting Spain from 
the influence of the tyrants of the ocean. 
If they combat for peace, they cannot 
obtain it until they have chased from 
Spain the enemies of pe-ace. 

If your Majesty, embracing the future 
as well as the present, aspires io the 
fioble object of leaving after you your 
Empire calm, tranquil, and surrounded 
by powerful friends, you must begin by 
securing its influence in Spain. 

Lastly, if honour is the first senti- 
ment, as well as the first object of 
Frenchmen, your Majesty must prompt- 
ly inflict vengeance for thy outrages 
committed against the French namq, 
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and the alrqcitie# to which so great a 
number of our countrymen hare fatten 
victims. FVenchmen established in Spam 
for more than twenty years, exercising 
in peace their useful industry, and ah* 
most regarding Spain as their country, 
have been massacred. Every where 
French property has been seized. The 
consular agents of your Majesty have 
experienced a treatment which would 
not have been suffered even in the most 
barbarous countries. What estimation, 
what consideration will the French name 
ciuoy in Europe, if, in a country so near 
to us, atrocities so infamous and so 
public remain unpunished. Reparation 
ought to be had for them— but a repa- 
ration consonriut to Frenchmen by vic- 

*° It* is no small advantage the probabi- 
lity of at length meeting the English, of 
fighting them man to man, of making 
them also feel the evils of war ; of a 
war, of the dangers of which they are 
ignorant, having only caused it by their 
gold. The English will be beaten, de- 
stroyed, dispersed, or at least they will 
make haste to fly, as they did at Tou- 
lon, at the Heldcr, at Dunkirk, in Swe- 
den, and every where where the French 
armies have been able to find them ; 
but their expulsion from Spain will be 
the ruin of their cause. This last check 
will exhaust their means, annihilating 
at the same time their last hopes, and 
peace will become more probable. The 
wishes of all Europe will in this contest 
be with France. France and Russia 
make common cause againt England. 
Denmark supports with honour a con- 
test which she did not provoke. Swe- 
den, betrayed and abandoned by the 
allv to whom an insane cabinet has 
sacrificed her, has already lost her most 
important provinces, and is hastening 
to that ruin which is the inevitable 
effect of alliance and friendship with 
England. 

Such will bo the fate of the insurgents 
in Spain. When the contest becomes 
serious the English will abandon Spain, 
after making them the sad bequest of a 
civil war — of a war for foreign interests, 
and for anarchy, the most cruel of 
scourges. It will be for the wisdom 
and beneficence of your Majesty to re- 
pair the evils of which they will be the 
cause. . 

The court of Vienna has constantly 
testified to your Majesty, the most 
amicable intentions; indignant at the 


policy of England, she has recalled her 
minister from London, sent bach the 
minister who was at Vienna, shat her 
ports in gainst England, and placed her- 
self in a slate of hostility with that 
power. She has added to these. mea- t 
sures an interdict in her ports against 
the admission of vessels, which, undef 
a neutral flag, are oafy the carriers of 
English produce and merchandize. Yew* 
Majesty has c ul ri v—e d this favourable 
disposition ; lias testified to die court 
of Vienna friendship and confidence; 
and has several times intimated to her, 
that France takes a real interest in her 
prosperity. Latterly, however, this 
power has carried its armaments be-* 
yond measure; its military force is out 
of all proportion to its population and 
finances. Your ministers, Sire, only 
wish to remark this in order that your 
Majesty may perceive the necessity of 
augmenting your force, for the purpose 
of still preserving the relative superio- 
rity which exists between the power 
and population of the two empires. 

A new revolution has broken out at 
Constantinople. Saltan Mustapha has 
been deposed. 

The Americans , a people who involve 
their fortune , their prosperity , and al- 
most their existence , in commerce , have 
given the example of a great and coura- 
geous sacrifice . They have inhibited , by 
a general embargo , all commerce and au 
navigation , rather than shamefully sub- 
mit to that tribute which the/ English 
impose on the navigation of all nations , . 
Germany , Italy, Switzerland, and Hol- 
land are peaceable, and wait only fir a 
maritime peace to exert all theit industry . 

That peace is the wish off the worfd, 
but England opposes it ; and England 
is the enemy of ine world. The French 
nation, all Europe knows the eflbrts 
made by your Majesty to obtain peace; 
they know that your enterprises arc the 
immediate resalt of the ill success of the 
attempts which yott have made to ob- 
tain it. 

The devotion of the French people ft 
without bounds ; atod it ie more espe- 
cially under circumstances which are 
so essentially connected with their ho- 
nour and its security, that their senti- 
ments will be evinced, and that they 
will shew themselves worthy of reaping 
that harvest of glory and of honour, 
which your Majesty has prepared 1 lot 
thorn. 

I am, with respect, &c. 
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MESSAGE OF THE EMPEROR AND KING 
NAPOLEON TO THE SENATE. 

Senators,— M y minister for foreign 
affairs will lay before you the different 
treaties relative to Spain, /md the coni 
stiturions agreed' to by the Spanish 
junta. My war minister will acquaint 
you with the wants and the situation of 
tny armies in the d .iferent parts of the 
world. 

I am determined to carry on the war 
with Spain with the utmost activity, 
and desiroy the armies which England 
has disembarked in that country. The 
fiitgre security of my subjects, the 
prosperity of commerce, and a maritime 
peace, must alike depend on these im- 
portant operations. 

My alliance with the Emperor of 
Russia extinguishes every hope which 
England can eutertain from iier pro- 
jects. 1 have no doubts respecting the 
peace of the continent, but l neither 
will nor ought to rely upon the false 
calculations and the errors of other 
courts, and sjuce my neighbours in- 
crease their armies, it is a duty incum- 
bent on me to increase mine. 

The Empire of Constantinople is 
struggling with the most violent con- 
vulsions; Sultan Selim, the best Em- 
peror the Ottomans have had for a 
length of time, has just fallen by the 
hands of his own nephews. This ca- 
tastrophe baa deeply affected me. I 
impose fresh sacrifices on my people, 
confident Qt their support ; they arc 
necessary, in order to secure them 
from heavier sacrifices, and to lead 
them to the grand result of a general 
peace, which ought also to be consi- 
dered as the mqmeut of repose. 

Frenchmen, my projects have but 
one object in view, your happiness and 
the permanent well-being of your chil- 
dren ; and if I know you aright, you 
will hasten to comply with this new call, 
rendered necessary by the interests of 
the country. You have 90 often assured 
me of your affection/ T will behold the 
sincerity of your sentiments in the ala- 
crity with which you will second pro- 
jects that are so intimately connected 
with your dearest interests, with the 
honour of the empire, aud with iny 
glory. 

Given at the Imperial Palace of St. 
Cloud, Sept 4, 18Q&. 

(Signed) Napoleon. 


VOL, IV. 


REPORT OP THE WaR amflSTER TO HI* 

MAJESTY THE EMPEROR AND KING. 

Sire,— I have the houour of laying 
before your Majesty ihe state anil si- 
tuation of your Majesty's armies .in 
Poland, in Prussia, and in Silesia, in 
Denmark, in Dalmatia, in Albania, in 
Italy, Naples, and in Spain. I annex 
to it that of your Majesty’s armies of 
reserve, at Boulogne, 0 N 1 the Coasts on 
the Rhine, and in the interior. — Your 
Majesty will perceive that France never 
before possessed more numerous or 
better appointed armies, and that they 
were never better kept up, or better pro- 
visioned. 

Notwithstanding, however, the dif- 
ferent events which have taken place 
in Spain, have occasioned a pretty con- 
siderable loss, in consequence of an 
operation as inconceivable as it is pain- 
ful, of the division under General 
Dupont; your Majesty has notified the 
resolution you have taken of assembling 
more than two hundred thousand men 
beyond the Pyrennees, without, how- 
ever, weakening either the armies in 
Germany, or that of Dalmatia. For 
the attainment of this end, a levy of 
eighty thousand men appears to be in- 
dispensable. Your Majesty can only 
take, these eighty thousand from the 
four classes of the conscription of the 
years 1006, 1807, 1803, and 1809. 

U is ascertained by the registers kept 
in my office, that dhdependen fly of the 
men who have married within these 
four years, the conscription for these 
years might furnish six hundred thou- 
sand. In taking from that number a 
levy of eighty thousand men, your Ma- 
jesty will have called out only one con- 
script out of seven, and the vacancies 
in the armies will be filled up with sol- 
diers of 21, 22, and 23 years of age; 
that is, with men fit and prepared to 
undergo the fatigues of war. 

. Nor has it escaped your Majesty's 
foresight, that such an augmentation 
of force tvould necessarily involve an 
increase of expencc of several millions 
in the war department. It is not your 
Majesty’s wish that I should detain your 
attention with that object in this report: 
your finance minister has taken upon 
Iiitu to make good that charge, without, 
in anywise increasing the tuxes esta- 
blished by the last law. 

It is true, Sire, that the custom ob- 
served of late years, might, to a cer- 
tain degree, induce- a part of your sub- 
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jccts to consider themselves as released 
from the daty of the conscription, from 
the moment, that upon the total mass 
they had furnished the contingent re- 
quired for the year; and under this 
tooint of view, what I propose to your 
Majesty, might appear to require from 
your subjects a sacrifice ; but, Sire, 
there is no one but knows, that by the 
words of the law, your Majesty would 
be authorised to call to your standard, 
the whole of the conscription, not only 
of the last four years, hut even of the 
antecedent years ; and even were there 
the qncstion of a real sacrifice, what sa- 
crifice is it that your Majesty has not a 
right to expect from the love of your 
subjects ? Who among us is ignorant 
that your Majesty wholly sacrifiscs 
yourself for the happiness of France, 
and that upon tkc speedy accomplish- 
ment of your high designs depends the 
repose of the world, the future safety, . 
and the re-cstablishment of a maritime 
jieace, without which France can never 
enjoy calm and tranquillity ? 

In proposing to your Majesty to de- 
clare, that henceforth no retrospective 
evil shall take on an antecedent con- 
scription, I only participate, Sire, your 
paternal wishes. 

I think it expedient, at the same time, 
to propose to your Majesty to order 
out the conscription of the year 1810 , 
and to determine {he amount of it, 
from the present instant, at eighty 
thousand men, to furnish the means, 
as occasion may require, of forming 
camps of reserve, and of protecting the 
coast in the spring time. This con- 
scription would be raised only under 
thq apprehension of a war with other 
powers, nor would it be called out be- 
fore the mouth of January next. 

Sire, it is a misfortune inseparable 
from the present state of Europe, that 
when one power exceeds the amount 
of the forces proportioned to it9 popu- 
lation, the other powers cannot dis- 
pense With encreasing theirs in the 
same proportion. 

England, independent of the immense 
number of her seamen, lias on foot an 
army of more than two hundred thou- 
sand men; nor is she so much Occupied 
in every session of her parliament with 
any thing so much as with the increase 
of her land forces. The armies of Aus- 
tria have been considerably cncreased : • 
France, although she has armies more 
numerous than ail the other powers,' 
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has, notwithstanding, fewer men undfer 
arms than any of them, compared with 
her population. 

Your minister for foreign affairs as- 
sures me that a strict alliance subsisted 
between your Majesty and Russia. The 
armaments of Austria have often ex- 
cited my solicitude. The same minister 
assured roe, that the best understan- 
ding was kept up with Austria^ and 
that her levies should only be considered 
either as precautions, or as the effect 
of apprehensions, which are forcibly 
impressed on every court, by the nume- 
rous agents which England continues 
in pay on the continent. 

But if it does not belong to thebusi- 
ness of my department to dive into the 
views and interests of states, and ex- 
plore the tortuous labyrinth of pohtids, 
it is at least my duty to neglect nothing 
to make your Majesty’s armies main- 
tain, at all points, that just superiority 
which they ought to possess. The 
armies of Albania and Dalmatia, of 
Denmark, and of the Elbe, will not 
allow of any diminution, under the cir- 
cumstances of the moment. 

What I have to propose to your Ma- 
jesty, will give the army of Spain two 
hundred thousand men, without weak- 
ening the other armies ; so that, not- 
withstanding the augmentation of oar 
force beyond the Pyrenees, when the 
conscription of 1810 shall be called out, 
your Majesty will have encreased your 
armies of Germany, of the North, sltld 
of Ttaly, by more than eighty thousand 
men. 

And when, in order to escape the 
crisis into which she has been drawn 
by a false as well as an angry policy, 
the English government, exerting every 
where its activity, does not hesitate tef 
Combine with the resources it draws 
from its inexhaustible finances and its 
formidable fleets, the arts pf intrigue, 
of corruption, and imposture, would 
it be at all extraordinary that the im- 
mense population of France should hold 
out the spectacle of a million of armed 
men, ready to punish England and all 
those whom she may seduce; and pre- 
sent every where the same huge mass 
of force, to protect with the same 
shield the honour and security of France! 

What other result, Sire, is there to 
be expected from armies so numerous)' 
and a position so formidable, but the. 
speedy re-establishment of the tranquil- 
lity of Spain, that of a maritime peace, 
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and df that general tranquillity, th* 
object of your Majesty’s incessant 
wishes? Much blood will have been 
spared, bccausp a great number of men 
will have been ready to shed it. A 
durable happiness, prepared by the 
combination of your powerful genius, 
will be die effect, Sire, of the new 
proofs of affection and attachment 
which your people will afford you, and 
of the uoble aspect of that nation, 
which your Majesty has pointed out to 
posterity under the name of the great 
nation. 

The war minister, and under this 
denomination, the organ of the French 
soldiers, allow me. Sire, to he the 
interpreter of their sentiments for you. 
Your Majesty shall always see us ready 
to sacrifise our lives for your glory, 
which is inseparable front the national 
glory, to which you have so powerfully 
added, and for the important interests 
of the country. 

J am, with respect, §cc. 


SPANISH PATRIOTS. 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
MEETING. 

A meeting of the freeholders of 
the county of Middlesex was held 
on Tuesday , 30, at the Mer- 

maid* at Hackney, in consequence 
of a requisition made to the Sheriff, 
to call a meeting for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the relative 
situation of England with Spain and 
Portugal, and the propriety of ex- 
pressing the sense of the county there- 
upon, as well as of addressing the 
King on the subject. 

The busioess being opened by C. 
Smith, Esq. one of the Sheriffs, — 

Major Cartwright rose, and sta- 
ted, that as one of the persons who 
Jiad signed the requisition to the 
aberatfs, he had thought himself 
bound (though he could have wished 
.it bald fallen into abler hands) to 
draw up some resolutions for the ap- 
probation of the meeting. — lie trus- 
ted that, to those who knew him, 
ike .whole tenor of his pretty long 
iif? would, without any profession 


from himself, be sufficient to excul- 
pate him f(am any idea of party or 
factious motive in the resolutions he 
was about to move. He was equal* 
ly indifferent to, and uninterested 
in, the Ins and the Outs, His only 
object was the gqod of his country; 
and of mankind in general, both of 
which, he was convinced, would be 
promoted by an attentive observance 
of, and adherence to, the principles 
breathed in the resolutions, which 
he should have the honour to submit 
to the meeting. The worthy mover 
then took an opportunity of oon^ 
trasting the late and present situa* 
tion of aftairs in Spain. So long as 
that country had been under the in- 
fluence of a despotic government, 
it was at enmity, with Britaip ; but 
after it became sensible of the errors 
into which it was daily falling, and 
the links it was daily adding to its 
slavery, it rushed into our arms with 
an affection which did infinite ho- 
nour to both nations. While she 
remained in alliance only with des- 
potic governments, no hope could 
exist that euen a single link of ibg 
chain, by which her own inhabitants 
were held, should be unriyeted. Now, 
however, that we saw her inhabi- 
tants fighting for their country, 
there was every reason to hope that 
we should soon see them drive the 
Despot of the Continent out of the , 
Iberian Peninsula, and so prove the 
commencement of the liberties of 
Europe. — There was o remarkable 
lesson here held out to the monarchs 
and nations of the world . Deprived , 
as the people were, of their Sovereign, 
their nobles and their army , they rose , 
as it were , with one consentaneous 
opinion : the land had been plentifully 
Sown with dragons' teeth ; they had 
sprung up into armed men , and had 
done more in five or six weeks , than 
Monarchs hud been able to effect in as 
many years. These alone were the 
means by which Europe was to be 
delivered! He had na doubt the 
two Emperors did»feel uneasy under 
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■the circumstances in which they 
were at present placed ; that they 
felt that happy disposition of which 
they had already given sufficient 
proofs-— a disposition to change sides ! 
They might probably again solicit 
the alliance, and, still more pro- 
bably, the subsidies, of this coun- 
try ; but if the latter request were 
again made, he hoped it would re- 
ceive its proper return — that the 
person making it would be desired 
to look to Spain, where they would 
learn th,eir lesson. One of the era- ■ 
perors alluded to commanded a pop- 
ulation of upwards of 23 millions, 
and the other a population of about 
36 millions. These, with this coun- 
try, Spain and Portugal, exceeded 
the population of the half of Europe. 
It was therefore jonly necessary for 
these Emperors to know, that 1 by 
emancipating their own subjects, 
they would at once have it ip their 
power to render themselves impreg- 
nable. — There was another thing on 
which the worthy mover deemed it 
incumbent upon the meeting to ex- 
press their opinion, namely, the 
qualification necessary in an officer, 
by whom patriotic forces ought to 
be commanded ; or, rather, a nega- 
tive quality which such officer ought 
never to be allowed to possess — that 
of being generally unsuccessful. — 
He could not refrain from calling 
the attention of the meeting Jo the 
remarkable similarity which existed 
between this country and Spain — a 
circumstance which, be submitted, 
ought to bind us more firmly toge- 
ther. Spain was a peninsula — we 
were an island ; Spain was separated 
from France by hills— we by a chan- 
pel, which in particular circumstan- 
ces might be as easily passed. They 
had their Cortez — we had our house 
of commons. They had achieved 
their late exploits by their armed 
inhabitants — we owed the liberties 
we enjoyed to our posse p omit at us , 
the best model . for ensuring the li- 
hertie^ and prosperity of a nation 


which the world ever saw. It was 
impossible for us too strongly to in* 
cu|cate into the minds of our brave 
allies in Spain what* we ourselves 
knew to be the true principles of 
freedom, and of prosperity* and of 
safety — Liberty and arms in the 
hands of the people ! These were 
the only means by which a nation 
could be defended against such a 
ower as France ; Since Bopaparte 
ad taken on him to dictate to the 
Spanish nation, he had given them 
a constitution, which would not bi 
unworthy the perusal of many gen-* 
tlemen in the present meeting. In 
one elapse their Cortez were secured 
to them ; bqt, in many, 300,000 
were to be represented by one man, 
and the whole nation by 36. These, 
again, were to meet at least once in 
three years; but this was to be at 
the option of the King. They were 
not to be at liberty to make any of 
their proceedings public ; if promul- 
gated, the person disclosing; them 
was to be punished as if he had been 
guilty of pausing an insurrection. 
Our Cories* the ' ivpfthy mbver 
confessed, needed mending; but, he 
trusted, we would keep the pleading 
of it in our own hands, and would 
never allow Bonaparte to interfere 
in so soared , yet so necessary, a work. 
On this head, therefore, he should 
move a petition to the house of com- 
mons* convinced that the two na- 
tions could do no mutual good tp 
each other, unless they strengthened 
themselves. Freedom and arms were 
.the only means of doing so. These 
could only be secured by a fair re- 
presentation of the people, and by 
the posse cvmitatus which we had 
enjoyed for a thousand years, having 
been handed down to u6 from the 
immortal Alfred. 

As the worthy Mover began 
with thanking the King for his ex- 
ertions in behalf of the Spaniard^ 
,so should he end w ith an address of 
thanks to him. Having stated the 
geueral objects of the resolutions,!^ 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



1808.] County of Middlesex Meeting on the Affairs of Spain. ; 173 

Should move; he said, he should which are the reality of representa-’ 
then propose that the whole, if tion in the legislature, and a perina- 
a greed to, he printed in Spanish and nent organization of the males who 
English, and delivered to the Spanish are able to hear arms. 

Deputies. He concluded by read- Mr. Mellish objected to this mo 
ing the series of his propositions, tion; and as the whole of the propo- 
together with the draught of the pe- sitions intended to be moved had 
tition to the house of Commons, and been read, he wished to express bis 
the address to his Majesty. opinion generally, that due notice 

He then moved the resolutions had not been given of the meeting; 
severally, which were seconded by and that it was much to their credit 
Mr.*flolt White. The six first were to give dignity and weight to busi- 
*s follows: and they were adopted ness of this importance. It surely 
unanimously, after a slight amend- was not, and could not be -known 
ment to the third, proposed by Mr. to the county, under the terms of 
Mellish, one of the repiesenta lives the advertisement, that it was inten- 
for the county, and cheerfully ac- dec! to mix the question of Parlia- 
quiesced in by the worthy Mover: — mentary Reform with a declaration 

1. That for aiding the Spanish of the sentiments in favour ol the 

cause, the King is entitled to the Spanish people. The meeting had 
gratitude of mankind. only been advertised twice. He had 

2. That a people who will fight heard of it by mere accident. He 
for their liberties are alone worthy was 130 miles distant, and had hur- 
of the friendship of a free nation. ried to town on purpose. He con- 

3. That to have formed such al- curred in the resolutions declaratory 

lies, is an event peculiarly gratifying of the sense of the nation on the at* 
to Great Britain. fairs of Spain, but he could not 

4. That we ardently desire to see concur in this. 

re-established in Spain the ancient IVI r. Power put it to the Hon. 
government of a King, and an inde- ‘Member for the county; seriously 
pendent Cortez, so balanced as to to reflect upon the effect the adop- 
secure their national liberties. tion of such a proposition would 

5. That in the grand example of probably have; on the great cause 

Spain is seen how a nation is to be which it was equally the duty and 
defended, and how Europe is to be wish of the United Kingdom to sup*- 
delivered. 4 port. Was it' not a probable infe- 

6 That what has been lost to the rente to assume, that the interests 
sacred cause of human liberty, by of the Spanish people would be con- 
the vices and excesses of France, since siderably deteriorated, if a coni mu- 
from that cause she departed, we nication was made to the world, 
trust may be regained by the gravity, that a meeiing of the freeholders of 
the virtues, and the moderation of the first county in England, conven- 
Spain. ed for the purpose of co-operating 

Major Cartwright then nrvoved in that glorious sttuggle, was ad- 
the7th. as follows, which was also journed on account of the thinness 
seconded by Mr. Holt White ; — of the attendance, and the con$e- 

7. That Spain being separated quently presumed apathy of so great 
from France merely by a line of and respectable a portion of the Bri- 
hills, and England merely by a tish nation? Surely, if the Hort. 
channel, neither nation can hope Member was sincere in his wishes 
for safety or repose, unless by means for Spanish success, h6 would not 
of national liberty and national arms* persevere in a proposition replete 
bearing* the sole preservatives of with sneb hostility to the heroic ex- 
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ertions of that people, and to foe in a petition to the house of com* . 
character of his own country, for an room for that purpose, 
ardent and disinterested support. Major Cartwright said, that hi# 
The very suspension of the public motion could not be subject to the- 
expression might, in the interval, charge of an interference with the 
destroy its effect. The present was rights of the Spauisb nation ; but 
the moment to make it successful; was there any way, except by a free 
whereas, to apcede to his pioposi- representation and an armed pop a* 
lion, was to announce to all Europe lation, that any nation could he 
that this country felt but a very lan* free ? As to the subject of parlia- 
guid interest either in the object or mentary reform, coming improper* 
the destiny of the high-minded peo- ly before them on this occasion, eve- 
pie of Spain. It wax not a little cu« ry occasion ua$ proper for it ; and 
rious to hear the Hon . Member at r the words of the requisition sane* 
tack such importance to crowded as- tinned t|ie discussion. 
sewbl'm. He who , from his public Mr. Wuithinan expressed hissur- 
avocatwnt , had so frequently witnes- prise at finding the hon. member for 
ted some of the most important o) the the county an enemy to parliament 
duties ol the legislature carried intq tary reform. He had been of ppi* 
effect iu houses not near so numerous nion, that the lion, member h^d onr 
as the respectable meeting which he ly to look back to the borough of 
(Mr. P.) then had the honour to ad- Great Grimsby, to sec that gross 
dress* Was there that attention paid corruption did exist in our reprer 
to numbers , when, lam t affecting the sentative system, and of course^.thal 
fats and liberties of the subject , were he would have been one of the most 
passed , and millions of money voted strenuous advocates for the reform 
away, comparatively among empty of such a grievous abu**« He would 
benches ? Whatever was the cause ask, what was it that gave Iq the 
which prevented a more numerous Spanish cause such success ? 1ft 
mealing, whether it arose from apa- was well known that when they a*- 
iby, or from inattention, it was a ted along with other nations, the 
duty which those assembled owed to troops of which were infinitely mom 
themselves, to persevere in the great numerous, and the natural courage 
object for which they were that day at least supposed tp be equal to 
convened. theirs, disaster followed disaster, and 

Mr. Perry expressed an anxious dismay and ruin attended their unir 
wish that no part of the proceedings ted steps. What then, be would 
of the meeting might lead to contro* ask, was it that now made undisci- 
versy, or be subject to misrepresent plined troops of the same nation, 
tat ion. He hoped, therefore that for which when accompanied by allies 
the sake of that unanimity which bad were uniformly unsuccessful* beat 
hitherto prevailed in the resolutions present, by themselves, successful 
already adopted, the worthy mover on almost every occasion i for his 
would either modify the present fart, he had no hesitation An main » 
proposition, or totally withdraw it. taining, that this change proceeded 
This was rendered the more neces- from the awakening of the principles 
aary, because gentlemen might be of liberty. The persons now enga- 
nn willing to vote for the latter part ged iq this glorious cause iq Spain 
pf the proposition, who were con- were no other than tbpse same peo* 
M*nt friends and advocates for a re- pie# who, if engaged in a Haidar 
form in the representation of thp struggle in this country, foe hon. 
people of Great Britain ip Parlia- member wonld tk* nominate a sidi* 
«#at ; aqd who, on a fair occasion, Tipya RA£Rle { And vbat# ha 
would agree with the worthy mover would ask, were foe principles by 
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*hich the Spaniards were actuated ? 
Were they they not these : — We are 
willing to defend ourselves — give us 
but our constitution — redress our 
grievances — correct the infamous 
system of which we complain, and 
Vve will shew you we can defend our 
country ! Did the hon. member, 
he would ask, think, if ministers 
fcere in such a situation as to desert 
this country, as most likely they 
would, that the people of this coun- 
try would not have courage to stand 
and meet Bonaparte? They unques- 
tionably would, as the Spanish peo- 
ple were now doing, and from a si- 
milar impulse. It was easy for gen- 
tlemen to admire the Constitution of 
this country. Some, however, he 
was sorry to think, admired it, not 
for its purity , but for its rottenness, 
and because they were enabled to fat- 
ten on its corruption ! The great 
Lord Bathurst (not the present) had 
said, and said truly, that if the king’s 
coachman were prime minister, the 
wheels of the state machine would 
still move with equal ease and pre- 
cision. If the constitution were good 
it would clear itself, but it could 
only do so by mending the cracks 
which it might occasionally sustain. 
As to the idea of this being a thin 
meeting, he saw nothing in it. Large 
meetings were collected only where 
an opposition was to be expected. 
Here there could have been no con- 
templation of any thing of the kind. 
All that was here wished to be de- 
cided was, were not the Spaniards 
to be supposed actuated by l he same 
principles as ourselves ? No per- 
son attempted to. dispute that they 
were; nor was there any endeavour 
toshew that this was not the genuine 
cause of Spanish success. As to 
the motion being an interference with 
their independent rights, he thought 
his worthy friend too squeamish on 
the point, 

Mr. Meliish replied, that in the 
case of the Great Grimsby petition, 
bribery and corruption were not 


proved, at least in the committed* 
( a universal laugh ). 

Mr. Hey gate was of opinion, 
however favourably he might think 
of parliamentary reform, which he 
might be inclined on another occa- 
sion to support, still that it was fair 
and reasonable that it should be met 
on its own merits, and not introdu- 
ced into any foreign and extraneous 
discussion. 

The question was then put on this 
resolution, which was negatived. 

Another discussion then ensued 
on the question of adjournment, 
which was moved by Mr. Wairti- 
man, and supported by Mr. Mei- 
lish and his friends. 

Mr. Clarkson desired to know ex- 
plicitly from Mr. Meliish, whether 
by adjournment he meant to try to 
get rid of the resolutions already 
passed, and in which he had con- 
curred. And upon explanation be 
moved, “ That the six resolutions 
unanimously agreed to, be signed 
by the Sherifl, and published in the 
newspapers, and that the meeting 
do now adjourn. 

On this a pretty long conversa- 
tion took place, and on the propri- 
ety of bringing forward a question 
on parliamentary reform in so thrin 
a meeting, there having appeared 
no more than 4 6 hands on the ques- 
tion that had been negatived. 

Mr. Perry observed, however, that 
the number of hands held up on that 
question formed no criterion of the 
number of freeholders present, as 
many gentlemen abstained from vo- 
ting altogether on that question from 
motives of delicacy to Spain, but 
who would not oppose a petition 
for parliamentary reform. But the 
meeting was certainly thin. If duly 
promulgated, it was certain that the 
most exalted characters in the coun- 
try would have felt it a duty and 
delight to be present, and express 
their approbation of the Spanish 
cause. For this purpose another 
meeting might be more adviseabie — 
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particularly if the worthy mover was, 
desirous of making the subject of a 
petition to the house of Commons 
lor parliamentary reform a part of 
the proceedings. The motion of his 
worthy friend, Mr. Clarkson, would 
secure the publication of the excel- 
lent resolutions that had been adop- 
ted, and which, from their spirit, 
conciseness, and truth, could not 
fail to produce beneficial effects. 

Major Cartwright saw no just 
cause for the delay of the petition. 
Nothing but a reform could do good; 
and he should certainly sign it be- 
fore he left the room. It was not 
stated to be the petition of the meet- 
ing, but it purported to be the pe- 
tition of the freeholders of Middle- 
sex, whose names were thereunto 
signed ; and eVery freeholder who 
approved of it might subscribed his 
name. 

After some farther discussion, in 
which Mr. Sheriff Smith defended 
himself and colleague, as to the no- 
tice of the meeting, and declared 
that but the day before a body of 
150 freeholders, assembled at Christ's 
Hospital, had concurred in the ob- 
ject of the meeting, Mr. Claikson's 
motion was agreed to, and thanks 
Voted to the Sheriff. 


GRAMFOUND ADDRESS. 


At a meeting of the Burgesses of 
the ancient and loyal borough of 
Graropound, held in the said Bo- 
rough, on the 22d day of August, 
180$, it was unaninously resolved, 
that an humble congratulatory ad** 
dress be presented to his Majesty, 
upon the present aspect of affairs in 
Spain ; and an address having been 
drawn up> and presented to the 
meeting, it was resolved, that the. 
same be presented to his Majesty 
by the Hon. A. Cochrane John- 
stone. 


TO THE king's MOST EXCELLENT 
majestt. 

The humble address of the Burgesses 
of the Ancient Borough of Gram- 
pound. 

May it please your Majesty , 
Alindful of the profound respect, 
due from us to our sovereign, and 
not unmindful of our own character 
and rights, we, your loyal subjects, 
the Burgesses of the ancient Bo- 
rough of Grampound, beg leave to 
approach your Majesty, at this mo- 
mentous crisis, with an expression 
of our sentiments in the language of 
free-born Englishmen, and not in 
that of the crouching slaves of East- 
ern despotism, which latter, though 
not uncountenanced by frequent ex- 
ample, could not fail to excite dis- 
pleasure and disgust in the mind of 
a prince, whose family was raised to 
the throne of these realms , not for the 
little purposes of faction or bigotry , 
but for the great , the sole, and so- 
lemnly declared object of better secu- 
ring the rights and liberties of the 
people . 

Fiom men of sentiments so con- 
genial with those of your Majesty, 
your Majesty will anticipate a hear- 
ty congratulation on the events, 
which have recently come to pass, 
and are now passing in Spain, where, 
after ages of oppression on the peo- 
ple by the hands of a tyrannical 
and profligate, though effeminate 
and imbecile, Court and Nobility, 
the principles of political liberty ap- 
pear to have burst forth into a train 
of action, calculated to defend the 
country without the aid of regular 
troops, to establish a government 
upon the immutable basis of public 
good, and to furnish a powerful ex- 
ample to all the still oppressed na- 
tions of Europe, whether writhing be- 
neath the lash of open violence, or 
wasting away under the leeches of 
peculation! We sincerely thank 
your Majesty for whatever aid your 
Majesty may have been graciously 
pleased to give in support of-tbe glo- 
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rioiw cause ; and {hough with althu- yotrr Majesty, for insuring success 
TfiWity, we, with earnestness, express to your Majesty’s arms in this great 
ou r hope, that your Majesty will con- und glorious enterprise, we see iw* 
tinue to reject the advice of all merous objects, each erf which might 
Those (if any such obtain access to become the theme of our praise ; 
your royal ear) wh6 would squan- but, we select, as having thereunt# 
def the treasure and the blood of a pecular claim, that measure of 
ErigHshmen for the purpose of re- enlightened and convenient reform, 
storing to the throne those per so n s , by which those of our fellow sub- 
under whose sway the people of jects who have the honour to serve 
Spain, amidst all the natural means in your Majesty’s army, have, in 
of insuring individual happiness and consequence of a gracious expression 
national honour, fe long languished of your Majesty’s pleasure to that 
covered with every species of misery effect, been happily relieved from 
and disgrace; those' persons, who, those pendulous encumbrances, 
together with their greedy and un- which have, but far too long a time, 
principled abettors, so l*i*g insulted disfigured their persons and obstruc- 
the wretched nation with an osten- ted their movements; and we view 
tatious display of profusion and vo- this measure with the more satisfac- 
luptuousness, notoriously supported tion, as we cannot hut regard it as 
by peculation and plunder; those the certain forerunner of a further 
persons, who the mure securely to and still more extensively useful re- 
set the popular feeling at defiance, form, in which we confidently an- 
resorted to that lust resource of con- treipate the severing of those un- 
scious tyranny, the introduction of seemly hairy excrescences, together 
foreign troops ; those persons, who, with the total abolition of all those 
as the closiog act of their regal am- other odious outlandish innovations 
thority, delivered over the long op- ©f hubilwnent and discipline, which 
pressed and long forbearing people as bearing a strong resemblance to 
to the rapacious grasp of a new, so many badges of subjugation, can- 
and as yet, unglutted tyrant, in the not but be hateful in the eyes of a 
hope, and upon the express con- people,, who, at the call of your 
dition of thereby securing to them- Majesty, are making such unparel- 
selves the uninterrupted enjoyment leled sacrifices for the preservation 
of ease and luxury for the remain- of their country’s independence, 
der of their days. Far from us the But, if these measures do so loudly 
belief, and even the suspicion, that demand our dutiful acknowledge- 
the restoration of such persons to ments, well may we want words to, 
royal power, should, by your Ma- express the gratitude which we feel 
jesty, be contemplated as the desi- towards your Majesty for that wis- 
red result of those enormously ex- dom and virtue, that paternal soli- 
pensive preparations, to the«*k+og ckstde for the lives of the army and 
of which, for the sake of giving for the honour of the English name, 
freedom to Spain, your people so conspicuously apparent in your 
chearfutly submit ; and, firmly re- Majesty’s selection of officers hi- 
lying,. that your Majesty does, and therto appointed to command your 
will, with respect to the affairs of Majesty’s forces in Spain, amongst 
Spain, entertain no other than this whom, we, in common with the 
jo*t and generous object, we beg whole of your Majesty’s subjects, 
your Majesty to accept the assu- perceive, with inexpressible joy, the 
ranee of our continued and itealofis name of nro one, who baa heretofore, 
support. either by his ignorance of his cow- 

Atncnrg the means adopted by ardice, brought disgrace Upon the 
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arms of England ; or who, as far as 
we have learned, has in his conduct 
■towards those overwbom he happen- 
ed to possess immediate controul, 
ever manifested a disposition incom- 
patible with exertions in the cause of 
freedom and justice. 


Signed at the request of the bur- 
gesses of the ancient and loyal 
borough of Grampound, at a 
Meeting convened for the pur- 
pose, this twenty-second day of 
August, 1808. 

(Signed) John Croggon, 
Robert Cooke. 


PO E TR Y. 


THE SUBSTANCE OP A LONG CONVENTION. 
Dialogue. — Junot and Sir Hew. 

Junot — Come, we will fight you once again; 

Why don't your troops advance 1 

Sir Hew — I canna say I like your ken, 

Would ye were aw in France ! ! 

Send # us hut home with purse and sword. 
We’ll Lisbon leave to you. 

Troth, and I'll tak ye at your word. 

No feighting for Sir Hew ! 1 ! 


ON OUR GALLANT COMMANDER IN PORTUGAL. 

Heu miserande ! Virg. 

When knights of old their faulcbions drew, 

. Their mot de guerre was u Hack and Hew.” 

Our modern knight, of fighting shy. 

Must make his motto — “ Hue and Cry.” 

HAL. 

SIR ARTHUR’S SOLILOQUY. 

Veni, vidi 9 vici. 

What Caesar said, DID I. 
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GAZETTES EXTRAORDINARY. 

Burenin g-St ice t, Sep. 2. Extract of a Letter from Lieut. Gen. 

Dispatches of which the following Sir A. Wellesley , dated hcad-quar* 

are copies and extracts, were last ters at Caldas, August l6\ 

night rece ived from Lieut. Gen. Sir I marched from Lyriaon the 13th. 
Ilarry Burrard, and Lieut. Gen. Sir and arrived at Ahobacia on the l^tb. 
A. Wellesley, dated from head-quar- which place the enemy had aban- 
ters at Lourinha, addressed to Vis- ( doned in the preceding night; and I 
count Castlereagli, one of his Ma- arrived here yesterday. The enemy» 
jesty’s principal secretaries of state, about 4000 iir uumber, were posted 


Junot — 
Sir Hew— 
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about 10 miles from hence, at Bo- 
rica; and they occupied Brilos, 
about three miles from hence, with 
their advanced posts. As the pos- 
session of this last village was im- 
portant to our future operations, I 
determined to occupy it; and as 
soon as the British infantry arrived 
upon the ground, 1 directed that 
it might be occupied by a de- 
tachment, consisting of four com- 
panies of riflemen of the 60th. and 
95th. regiments. The enemy, con- 
sisting of a smhll piquet of infantry 
and a few cavalry, made a trifling 
resistance and then retired ; but they 
were followed by a detachment of 
our riflemen to the distance of three 
miles from Brilos. The riflemen 
were then attacked by a superior 
body of the enemy, who attempted 
to cut them off from the main body 
of the detachment to which they be- 
longed, which had now advanced to 
their support ; larger bodies of the 
enemy appeared on both the flanks 
of the detachment, and it was with 
difficulty that Major-Gen. Spencer, 
who had gone out to Oebidos when 
he had heard that the riflemen had 
advanced in pursuit of the enemy, 
was enabled to effect their retreat to 
that village. They have since re- 
mained in possession of it, and the 
enemy have retired entirely from the 
neighbourhood. In this little affair 
of the advanced posts, which was 
occasioned solely by the eagerness of 
the troops in pursuit of the enemy; 
I am concerned to add, that Lieut. 
Bunbury, - of the 2d. battalion of the 
95th. was killed, and the Hon. 
Captain Pakenham wounded, but 
slightly; and we have lost 1 rank 
and file killed, 5 wounded, and 21 
missing. 

Headquarters at Villa Verde , 
Aug . 1 6. 

My Lord,— The French Gene- 
ral Laborde having continued iti his 
position at RoleiaHunce my arrival 
at Caldas on the 15th. instant, I de- 
termined to attack him in it this 


morning. Rolcia is situated on an 
eminence, having a plain in its front, 
at the end of a valley, which com- 
mences at Caldas, and is closed to 
the southward by mountains, which 
join the hills, forming the valley on 
the left, looking from Caldas. In 
the centre of the valley, and about 
eight miles from Roleia, is the town 
and old moorish fort of Oebidos, 
from whence the enemy's piquets 
had been driven on the 15th. and 
from that time he had posts in the 
hills on both sides of the valley, as 
well as in the plain in from of his 
army, which was posted on the 
heights in front of Roleia, its right 
resting upon the hills, its left upon 
an eminence on which was a wind- 
mill, and the whole covering four or 
five passes into the mountains in his 
rear. 

1 have reason to believe that his 
force consisted of at least 6000 men,' 
of which about 500 were cavalry, 
with five pieces of cannon; and 
there was some reason to believe 
that General Loison, who was at 
Rio Major yesterday, would join 
Gen. Laborde by his right in th^ 
course of the nignt. The plan of at- 
tack was formed accordingly, and 
the army having broken up frorrt 
Caldas this morning, was formed 
into three columns ; the right con* 
sisting of 1200 infantry and 50 ca- 
valry, destined to turn the enemy's 
left, and penetrate into the moun- 
tains in his rear ; the left consisting 
of Major-Gen* Ferguson's and Bri- 
gadier-Gen. Bowes's brigades of in- 
fantry, three companies of riflemen 
a brigade of light artillery, and 20 
British and 20 Portuguese cavalry, 
was destined under the command of 
Major-Gen. Ferguson, to ascend the 
hills at Oebidos, to turn all the ene 1 - 
my's posts on the left of tire valley, 
as well as the right of his post at 
Roleia; this corps was also destined 
to watch the motions of Gen. Loi- 
son, on the enemy's right, who I 
had heard had moved from liio Ma- 
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jar toward* Alceaatre last nighL 
The centra column, consisting of 
Slajox-Gen. Hills's, Brigadier-Gen. 
Nigktingale^, Brig.-Gen. Craufurd’s 
and Brig. -Gan. Fane’s brigades (with 
the exception of the riflemen de- 
tached with Major-Gen. Ferguson), 
and 400 Portuguese light infantry,, 
the British and Portuguese cavalry, 
a brigade of nine-pounders, and a 
brigade of six- pounders, were desti- 
ned to attack Gen. Laborde's posi- 
tion in front. 

The columns being formed, the 
troops moved from Oebidos about 
seven o’clock in the morning, Bri- 
gadier-Gen. Fane’s riflemen were ira^ 
mediately detached into the hills on 
the left of the valley, to keep up the 
communication between the centre 
and left columns,, and to protect the 
inarch of the former along the valley) 
and the enemy's posts were succes- 
sively driven in. Major-Gen. Hill's 
brigade formed in three columns of 
battalions, moved on the right of 
the valley* supported by the cavalry, 
in order to attack the enemy’s left) 
and Brig^Gens. Nightingale and 
Craufuid moved with, the artillery 
alpng the high road, until at length 
the former formed in the plain, im- 
mediately in the enemy'* front, sup- 
ported by the light infantry com- 
panies, aud the 45th. regiment of 
Brig.-Gen. Craufurd’a brigade, while 
the two other regiments of this bri- 
gade (the 50th. and £L*i.) and half 
of the nine-pounder brigade were 
kept as a reserve in the rear. 

Major-Gen* Hill and Brig.-Gen. 
Nightingale advanced upon the ene- 
j&y’s position, and, at the same mo- 
ment, Brig.-Gen. Fane’s riflemen 
were in the hills on his right; the 
Portugeuse infantry in a village* up- 
on his left; and Major-Gen. Fer- 
guson’s column was descending from 
the heights into the plain. From this 
situation the enemy retired by the 
pame» into the mountains with the 
utmost regularity and the greatest 
edacity; and notwithstanding th* 


rapid advance* of the British infer*- 
try, the want of a sufficient body of 
cavalry was the cause of his suffering 
but little loss in the plain. 

It was then necessary to make a 
disposition to attack the formidable: 
position which be had ta^an up., 
irig. -Gen- Fane’s riflemen were al- 
ready in the mountains on his right* 
and np time was lost in attacking 
the different passes, as well to sup- 
port the riffemtu as to defeat the ene- 
my completely. 

The Portuguese infantry were or- 
dered to move up a pass op. the. right 
of the whole; the light companies 
of Major-Geo. Hill’s brigg.de and the 
5th. regiment moved up a paps next 
on the right ; and the 29th. regi- 
ment, supported by the 9 *h* regU 
meat, under Brig.-Gen. Nightingale^ 
moved up a third pass, and the 45th 
and 82d regiments, passes on the 
left. These passes were all difficult 
of access, and some of them were 
well defended by the euemy, parti- 
cularly that which was attacked by 
the 29 th- and 9 th regiments. These 
regiments attacked with the gr*at?4 
impetuosity, and reached the enemy 
before those whose attacks were to 
he made, on their flanks ; the defence 
of the enemy was desperate, and it 
was in this attack principally that 
we sustained the loss which we have 
to lament, particularly of that gab 
lant officer the bon. Lieut. CoL Lake, 
who distinguished himself upon this 
occasion. The enemy was, however, 
driven from all the positions be had 
taken in the passes of the mountains, 
and our troops were advanced in 
the plains on their tops. For a con * 
side rah le length pf time the 29 th aa4 
9 th regiments alone were advanced 
to this point, with Brig.-Gen. Fane’s 
riflemen ar a distance on the left, 
and they were afterwards supported 
by the 5th, regiment, and by the 
light companies-of Major -Gen. Hill's 
brigade, which Imd pome up oa 
their right ; and by the other troops 
ordered to aseff d the Mountains, who 
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came up by degrees. * The enemy 
bare made three most gallant attacks 
Upon the 29 tb and 9*h regiments, 
supported, as 1 have above stated* 
with a view to cover the retreat of 
hjs defeated army ; in all of which 
he was, however, repulsed * but he 
succeeded in effecting his retreat in 
gpod order, owing principally to my 
want of cavalry, and secondly, to 
the difficulty of bringing up the 
passes of the mountains with cele- 
rity a sufficient number of troops and 
of canncn to support those which had 
first ascended. The loss of the 
enemy ba6, hovyever, been very 
great; and he left three pieces of 
cannon in our hands. 

1 cannot sufficiently applaud the 
conduct of the troops throughout 
this action. The enemy's position* 
were formidable, and he took them 
up with his usual ability and cele- 
rity, and defended them most gal- 
lantly. But 1 must observe, that 
although we had such a superiority 
of mymbers employed in the ope- 
rations of this day, the troops ac- 
tually engaged in the heat of the 
action were, from unavoidable 
circumstances* only the 5th, 9^, 
29 th, the riflemen of the 9$th and 
60 th, and the flank companies of 
Major-General Hill's brigade, being 
anumber by no means equal to that 
of the enemy : their conduct, there- 
fore, deserves the highest commen- 
dation. (Signed) 

Arthur Wellesley. 

List of hilled , wounded , and missing 
on the 1 Tth Aug. 

4 officers, killed; 20 officers, wound- 
ed ; 4 officers, missing ; 3 nomcoro- 
misaioMed officers and drummers, kill- 
ed ; 30 non-commissioned officers and 
drummers, wounded ; 2 non -commis- 
sioned officers and drummers; mis- 
ting; 63 rank and file, killed; 295 rank 
and file, wounded; 68 rank and file, 
missing; 1 horse, killed; 2 horses, 
wwiiKl>ed v --Total 483. 

Bcad-Qu,(irtertat Lourinha, Aug. 18 . 

My Lb&u, — Since I wrote to you 
last night, 1 have heard from Brig.- 


General Anstruther, that be is on 
the coast of Pi niche, with the fleet 
of victuallers and atore^diips, in 
charge of Capt. Bligh, of the Alfred, 
with a part of the force detached 
from England under Brigadier-Gen. 
AcklaiKl> in consequence of the re- 
ceipt of orders which 1 bad left at 
Mondego Bay for Gen. Ackiand* 
which he had opened. I have or- 
dered Brigadier-General Anktruther 
to land immediately, and 1 have 
moved to this place in order to pro* 
tect his landing, and facilitate his 
junction. 

Gen. Loison joined Gem La horde 
in the course of last night at Torres 
Vedras ; and 1 understand that both, 
began their march towards Lisbon 
this morning. I also hear that Gen. 
Junot has arrived this day at Torres 
Vedras, with a small corps from 
Lisbon; and 1 conclude that the 
whole of the French army will be 
assembled between Torres Vedras 
and the capital, in the course of & 
few days. — I have the honour to 
be, &c. (Signed) 

Arthur Wellesley. 

[The nexi letter is from Lieut.-Gen. 
Burrarrf, introducing the following one 
from Sir A. Wellesley, whose conduct 
he so highly approved* that he did not 
think it necessary to make any altera-* 
tion of t|ie disposition of ihe troops, 
upon bis landing ok the 21st.| 

Vimiera , Aug. 2 1. 

Si r,—t- 1 have the honour to report 
to you, that the enemy attacked us 
in our positional Vimiera this morn- 
ing. The enemy first appeared at 
eight o'clock in large bodies of caval- 
ry on our left upon the heights on the 
road to Lourinha; and it was sootv 
obvious that the attack would be 
made upon our advanced guard, 
and the left of our position; and 
Major-Gen Furguson's brigade waa 
immediately moved across the ravine 
to the heights, on the road to Lou* 
riuha, with three pieces of cannon ; 
he was followed successively by Bri- 
gadier- General Nightingale wtth hist 
brigade, and three pieces of cannon; 
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Brigadier General Ackland, with 
his brigade, and Brigadier-General 
Bowes, with his brigade. These 
troops were formed (Major-General 
Ferguson's brigade in the first line ; 
Brigadier-General Nightingale's in 
the second ; and Brigadier-General 
Bowles’s and Ackland's, in columns 
in the rear) on those heights, with 
their right upon the valley which 
leads into Vimiera; and their left 
upon the other ravine, which se- 
parates these heights from the range 
which terminates at the landing- 
place at Maceira. On these last- 
mentioned heights, the Portuguese 
troops, which had befen in the bot- 
tom near Vimiera, were posted in 
the first instance, and they were sup- 
ported by Brigadier-Gen. Crauturd’s 
brigade. 

The troops of the advanced guard 
on the height to the southward and 
eastward of the town were deemed 
sufficient for its defence, and Major 
Gen. Hill was moved to the centre 
of the mountain, on which the great 
body of the infantry had been posted, 
as a support to these troops, and as 
a reserve to the whole army. In 
addition to this support, these troops 
had that of the cavalry in the rear 
of their right. 

The enemy's attack began in seve- 
ral columns upon the the whole of 
the troops on this height ; on the 
left they advanced, notwithstanding 
the fire of the riflemen, close to the 
50th regiment, and were checked 
and driven back only by the bay- 
onets of that corps. The 2d batta- 
lion, 4t3d regiment, was likewise 
closely engaged with them in the 
road which leads into Vimiera; a 
part of that corps having been or- 
dered into the church-yard, to pre- 
vent their penetrating into the town. 
On the right of the position they 
were repulsed by the bayonets of 
the 97th regiment, which corps was 
successfully supported by the 2d 
battalion 52J regiment, which by an 
advance in column, took the enemy 


in flank. Besides this opposition 
given to the attack of the enemy on 
our advanced guard by their own 
exertions, they were attacked in 
flank by Brigadier-Gen. Ackland's 
brigade, in its advance to its position 
on the heights on' the left, and a 
cannonade was kept up on the flank 
of the enemy's columns by the artil- 
lery on those heights. 

At length, after a most desperate 
contest, the enemy was driven back 
in confusion from ihis attack, with 
the loss of seven pieces of cannon, 
many prisoners, and a great number 
of officers and soldiers killed and 
wounded. He was pursued by the 
detachment of the 20th light dra- 
goons, but the enemy's cavalry were 
so much superior in numbers, that’ 
this detachment has suffered much, 
and Lieut. -Col. Taylor was unfortu- 
nate killed. 

Nearly at the same time the ene- 
my’s attack commented upon the 
heights on the road to Lourinha. 
This attack was supported by a large 
body of cavalry, and was made with 
the usual impetuosity of the French 
troops. It was received with stea- 
diness by Major-Gch Ferguson's bri- 
gade, consisting of the 3(ith, 40th, 
and 71st regiments ; and these Corps 
charged as soon as the enemy ap- 
proached them, who gave way, aiid 
they continued to advance upon him, 
supported by the 82d, one of the 
corps of Brigadier-Gen. Nightingale's 
brigade, which, as the ground ex- 
tended, a ft or wards formed a part of 
the first line ; by the 29th regiment, 
and by Brigadier-General Bow?s'a> 
and Ackland's brigades, while Bri+ 
gadier-General Craufurd's brigade, 
and the Portuguese trooi*s, in two 
lines, advanced along the height 
on the left. In the advance of 
Major-General Ferguson's brigade, 
six pieces of cannon were taken from 
the enemy, with many prisoners, 
and vast numbers w§re killed and 
wounded, # J . 
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The enemy afterward* made an 
attempt to recover a part ot his ar- 
tillery, by attacking the 71st and 
82d regiments, which were halted 
in a valley in which it had been 
taken. These regiments retired 
from the low grounds in the valley 
to the heights, where they halted, 
faced about, fired, and advanced 
upon the enemy, who had by that 
time arrived in the low ground, and 
they thus obliged him again to retire 
with great loss. 

In this action, in which the whole 
of the French force in Portugal was 
employed under the command of the 
puke D'Abrantes in person, in 
which the enemy was certainly supe- 
rior in cavalry and artillery, and in 
which not more than half of the 
British army was actually engaged, 
he has sustained a signal defeat, and 
has lost 13 pieces of cannon, 23 
ammunition waggons, with powder, 
shells, stores of all descriptions, and 
20,000 rounds of musket ammuni- 
tion. One general officer (Beniere) 
has been wpunded and taken pri- 
soner, and a great many officers and 
soldiers have been killed, wounded, 
and taken. 

. 1 have the honour to inslose here- 
with a return . of killed, wounded, 
and missing, I have the, honour to 
bp, &c. 

(Signed) A. Wellesley. 
To Lteut.-Gen. Sir Harry Burrard. 

N. B. Stnce writing the above 
I have been informed that a French 
general officer, supposed to be Gen. 
Thebault, the chief of the staff, has 
been found dead upon the field of 
batik. A. W. 

• List of killed % wounded and missing, 

1 Jieutenantfcolonel, t. captain, 2 
lieutenants, 3 servants, 128 rank and 
file, 30 horses, killed ; 3 majors, 10 
captains, 19 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 2 
staff, 27 serjeants, 4 drummers, 466 
rank and file, 12 horses, wounded ; 1 
captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 2 
drummers, 46 rank ar.d file, 1 horse, 
musing,' ««-Total l 733. . „ . 
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Return of Ordnance and Ammunition 

taken in the action of the 21 st inst . 

1 Six-pounder, 4 four-pounders, 2 
three-pounders, 6 five-and-half-inch 
howitzers, 2 ammunition waggons, 21 
Portuguese ammunition cars, 40 horses, 
4 mules. The above is only the number 
already received in th? park; but, from 
several accounts, there are eight more 
taken from the enemy. The ammuni- 
tion waggons and cars contain a por- 
tion of powder, shells, and stores of all 
descriptions, and about 20,000lb8. mus- 
ket ammunition. 

- ' Down in g-St reel t Sept . 16. 

A dispatch, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy, was received yester- 
day evening frpm Lieut.-Gen. Sir 
Hew Dalrymple, commanding his 
Majesty's troops in Portugal, ad- 
dressed to Lord Viscount Castle- 
reagh, one of his Majesty's principal 
secretaries of state, and brought by 
Capt. Dalrymple, military secretary 
to Sir Hew Dalrymple. 

Head-Quarters , Cintra , Sept. 3. 

My Lord, — I have the honour 
to inform your lordship that I landed- 
in Portugal, and took the command 
of the army on Monday the 22d of 
Aug. the next day after the battle 
of Vimiera, and where the enemy 
sustained a signal defeat, when the 
valour and discipline of British 
troops, and the talents of British 
officers, were eminently displayed. 

A few hours after my arrival Geu. 
Kellermann came in with a flag of 
truce from the French General in 
chief in order to propose an agree- 
ment for a cessation of hostilities, 
lor the purpose of concluding a con- 
vention for the evacuation of Por- 
tugal by the French troops. The 
inclosed contains the several articles 
at first agreed upon and signed by 
Sir Autbur Wellesley and General 
Kellermann; but as this was done 
with a reference to the British Ad- 
miral, who, when the agreement 
was communicated to him, objected 
to the 7th article, which had for its 
object the. disposal of the Russian 
fleet in the Tagus, it was finally 
concluded, that Lieut.-Col. Murray, 
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quarter roaster general to the British 
•array, and Oen. JCeUermann should 
proceed to the discussion of the re- 
maining articles, aad finally to con- 
clude a convention for the evacoar 
tion of Portugal, subject to the 
ratification exchanged the 30th of 
last month. 

After considerable discussion and 
repeated reference to me, which 
rendered it accessary for roe to avail 
myself of the limited period latterly 
prescribed for the suspension of hofo* 
tilities, in order to move the army 
forwards, and to place the several 
columns upon the routes by which 
they were to advance, tin* conven- 
tion was signed, and rhe ratification 
exchanged the 30th oflast month. 

That no time might be lost in ob- 
taining anchorage for the transports 
and other shipping, which had for 
some days been exposed to great 
peril on this dangerous coast, and 
to insure the communication between 
the army and the victuallers, which 
was cut off by t lie badness of the 
weathtfr and the surf upon the shore, 
I sent orders to the* buffs and 42x1 
regiments, which were mi board of 
transports with Sir Charles Cotton's 
fleet, to land and take possession of 
the forts on the Tngus whenever the 
Admiral thought it proper so to do. 
This was accordingly carried into 
execution yesterday morning, when 
the forts of Cascais, St. Julieii's, and 
Rtigio, were evacuated by the French 
troops, and taken possession of by 
ours. 

As I landed in Portugal entirely 
unacquainted wilh the actual state 
of the French army, ami many cir- 
cumstances of a local and incidental 
nature, which doubtless had great 
weight in deciding the question ; my 
own opinion in favour of the expedi- 
ency of expelling the French army 
from Portugal by means of the con- 
vention the late defeat had induced 
the French general in chief to soli- 
cit, instead of doing so by a conti- 
nuation of hostilities, \v*s principally 


founded on the great importance of 
time, which the season of the ye*# 
rendered peculiarly valuable, a*td 
which the enemy could easily have 
consumed m the protracted defence 
of the strong places they occupied, 
had terms of Convention been refused 
them. 

When the suspension of arras was 
agreed upon, tire army under the 
command of Sir John Moore had 
not arrived, and doubts were even 
entertained whether so large a body 
of men could be landed on an open 
and a dangerous beach ; and that 
being effected, whether the supply 
of so large an army with provisions 
from the ships could be provided for 
Under all the disadvantages to which 
the shippings were exposed. During 

the negociation, the former difficulty 
was overcome by the activity, zeal, 
ami intelligence of Capt. Maicohn, 
of the Donegal, and tbe officers 
and men under his orders, but the 
possibility of the latter seems to 
have been at an end, nearly at the 
rboment wnen it was no longer ne- 
cessary. — Capt. Dalrywvple, of the 
18th dragoons, my military secre- 
tary, will have the honour of de- 
livering to your lordship this dis- 
patch. He is fully rotormed of 
whatever has been done under my 
orders, relative to the service on 
which I have been employed, and 
can give any explanation thereupon 
that may be required. I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

Hew Dalrymple, Lieut. Gen. 
(translation.) 

Suspension of arms agreed upon between 
Lieutenant General Sir Arthur Wei* 
May, K. 9, cm one party and the 
General of Division, Ketlermarm , 
Grand officer of the Legion of Honour , 
Commander of the Order of the Iron 
# Crown, and Grand Cross af the Order 
of the Lim of Bavaria, on the other 
part, each booing power from the t* 
spective Generals of the French and 
English- armies. 

Head quarters of the English anujh 
Aug 22, 1808. 

Art. 1. There shall be, from this 
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date, a,«iap*nsjQn of arms [betwpap the 
armies of bis Britan nic Majesty- and 
Lis Imperial and Royal Maj^ty, 
Napoleqjj I., for tb® purpose of nego- 
ciatiog^a qppvcntiopi for, the evaluation 
of Porf ugal bytlie French army, 

2. The Generals ip chief of. the two 

armies, and the commander in chief of 
the British, fleet at the entrance of tlte 
Tagus, will appoint a day to assemble 
on such part of the coast as shall be 
judged convenient, jto negociate; and 
conclude the said convention. • , 

3. The river of ’Sira ndi;£, shall forjn 
the line of depiarcation to be establish- 
ed between ihe two arnpcs. Torres Ve? 
dras shall not: be ,o<^cu pied by either. 

4. The General in chief of the, Eng? 

lish army undertakes to, include the 
Portuguese archies fo tbis suspension of 
arms, and ijaf* them the lino of demar- 
cation shall be .established from iyiera 
to Thonaar. 1 

. £. It is agreed provisionally, ; that 
the French army shall not, in any caf>e, 
be considered as prisoners of war; that 
all the individuals who compose it shall 
be transported to France with their 
arms and baggage, and t,he w hole of 
their private property, from which no-? 
thing shall bq pxcepted. 

6. No individual, whether Portuguese, 
or of a nation allied to France, or 
French, shall be called to account for 
bis political conduct, their respective 
property sbqll he protected, and they 
shall be at liberty to withdraw from 
Portugal within a limited time, with 
their property. 

7. The neutrality of the port of Lis- 
boa.shall be recognized for the Russian 
fleet. That is ,tp say, that when the 
English army Qr fleet shall be in pys* 
session of the city and port, the saiff 
Russian fleet shall not be disturbed 
during its stay, nor stopped when it 
wishes to sail, nor pursued when it 
shall sail,.until after the time fixed by. 
the maritime law. 

6. All the artillery of French calibre, 
ftnd also. all the horse of the cavalry,, 
shall # Ue transported to prance, 

9. This suspension of arms shall not 
be brokeh without 48 hours, previous 
notice. 

Done and agreed upon between the, 
fcbove-named Generals, thp day and 
Jertr above mentioned. , , 

Arthur Wki.LEstEy. 
t Keller if a Jin', General of Division, 

VOL. IV, 


ADDITION AL ARTICLED 

The garrisons of the places occupied 
by the Frdiifch army shall be included 
in the present convention, if they hav* 
not capitulated before the 25th inst. ' 
Definitive Convention toii 

THK ' EV>Ct}ATlON OF PORT IT- 

gal' by th g, French army. 

The Generals commanding, in chief 
the British and French armies in Por- 
tugal, having determined to negociate 
and conclude a treaty, for the. evacuar 
tion ol Portugal by the French troops, 
on the basis of the agreement, entered 
into on the 22(1. inst. for a suspension 
of hostilities, have appointed the un- 
dermentioned officers to negociate the 
same in their names, viz. .On the part 
of the General in chief of the British 

army jXjcut.col.^Iurray, quarter-master* 

geueral, and on the part of the General 
in chief of the French army,. Monsieur 
Kellermann, General of division, to 
whom they have given authority to ne- 
gociate and conclude a convention^ to 
that effect, subject to their ratification 
respectively, and to that of the Admiral 
commanding the British fleet at the en*» 
trance of the Tagus. 

Those two officers, after exchanging 
their full powers, have agreed upon 
the articles which follow : 

Art. 1 . All the places and forts in 
tl^e kingdom of Portugal, occupied by 
the French troops,, shall be delivered up 
to the British army in the state in 
which they are at the period of the sig- 
nature of the present convention. 

2. The French troops shall evacuate 
Portugal with their arms and baggage; 
they shall not be considered as prisoners 
of war, and, on their arrival in France* 
they shall be at liberty to serve* 

3. The English government shall 
furnish the means of conveyance for 
the French army, which shall be disem-- 
barked iu any of the ports of France 
between Rochfort and ^/Orient, inclu-. 
sively. 

4. The French prmy shall carry with 
it all its artillery pf French Calibre, 
with j.hq horses belonging to it, and the 
tumbrils, supplied with sixty rounds 
per gun. All other artillery, arms and 
ammunition, a^ also the military and 
nayal arsenals, shall he given up to th* 
British army and navy, in the sta$e in 
w hich they may be at the period of the 
ratification of the convention. 

A ft 
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5. The French army shall carry with 
frail it* equipweivty*, apd *41 Uto* » 
pqmprebeuded -under ib? w qf thf 
properly of the qfwy ; that U . to say. 
its nwhtarychest, and carriage* attached 
to the Fi^lcf oompii^^riat and field offi- 
cers,. pr shall op aj lowed to d> s pose of 
such part of the same bn Its account as 
,the commander m chief* fnay judge it 
necessary to embarfe. In like manner 
all individuals of the' army shall beat 
liberty to dispose of their private pro- 
perty of every description, \yilfr full 
Security hereafter for life purchasers. 

6. The cavalry arc to embark their 
horses, as also the Generals and other 
officers of all ranks. It is, however, 
fully understood that the means of con- 
veyance for horses at the disposal of 
the British commanders arc very limi- 
ted ; some additional conveyance may 
be procured in the port of Lisbon ; the 
number of horses to be embarked by 
the troops shall not exceed 600, and 
the number embarked by the Staff shall 
not exceed 200. At an events every 
facility wiH be given to’ the French ar- 
my to dispose of the hordes belonging 
to it, which cannot be embarked. 

VII. In order to facilitate the em- 

barkation, it shall take place in three 
divisions, the last of which shall be 
principally composed of the garrisons 
of tlie places, of the cavalry; the ar- 
tiHerjr, the sick, and tile equipment 
of flie army. The first division shall 
eipbark witHitl seven days of the date 
of the _ ratification, or sooner, If pos- 
sible. . r 

VIII. The garrison ofElvas, and iu 

torts, and of Pe niche and Palmela will 
be embarked at Lisbon. That of Al- 
meida' at Oporto or the nearest har- 
bour. They wilt be accompanied on 
tbei*^ march bf British commissaries^ 
cfiiirgcd with providing for their sub- 
sistence. 1 ' 

IX. AH the $ick and wounded’ whoi 
Cannot be embarked with the troops are 
entrusted tr> the British army. They 

, ace fo be taken dare of whilst they re- 
K^ain in this country at the expence of 
tb« British gouefnment, Under the 
eonditfort Of the same being reimbursed; 
bv France when the final evacuation is 
effected. The English government will 
^tbwide for tfeeir / ire^urti to France,* 
which shall take place' by detachments 
of about 150 or 200 men at a time, A 
sufficient number of French Medical 


©Acer# shell be left befinkl to attend 
them. • 

X. At soon a* the vessels employed 
to carry the army to France shall have 
disembarked it hi the harbours speci- 
fied, or in any other of the ports of 
France* to which stress of weather may 
fbree them, every facility shall be given 
theui to return to England without de- 
lay, and security against capture untR 
itieir arrival in a friendly port. 

XI. The French army shall be con- 
centrated at Lisbon, and within a dis- 
tance of about two leagues from 'it. 
The English army will approach within 
three leagues of the capital, and will 
be so placed as to leave one league 
between the two armies. 

XII. The fbrts of St. Julien, the In* 
gio and Cnscais, shall be occupied by 
the British troops on the ratification of 
She convention. Lisbon and its cittqel, 
together with the forts and batteries as 
far as the Lazaretto or f rafuria oft °ae 
side, and Fort St, Joseph on the other, 
inchifciyely, shall be given up on, the 
embarkation of the second division, a| 
shall ateo the harbour and qll armed 
vessels in it of every description, with 
their rigging, saijs, stores, and ammu- 
nition. Tfie fortresses of Elvas, Al- 
maida, Peuicfte, and Palmela, shall be 
given up as soon as the British troops 
can ’arrive to occupy thein. In tbg 
mean time the general in chief of the 
British army will give notice qf thp 
present convention lo the garrisons of 
those places, as also to the troops’ top 
forq them, in order to put a stpp taoll 
farther .hostilities 

XIFP. Commissaries shall bn , named 
on both sides, to regulate and accele- 
rate the. executiqn of the arrangements 
agreed u do n., 

XIV. Should there arise doubts tp 
t o the megniag of any Srtrcfe, it wff! 
be explained fhyourably to the Frfrcji 
army. 

XV. From tfie date of the t^ttfp*MP n 
of the present Convention, all arrta^l^f. 
contributions, requisitions*.©* qbtaft 
whatever, of the French 

against subjects qf Portugal, or aty 
Other individuals residing ia tbfr .cMp* 
try, foundedon the ocpupatiqe 
tiigal by the french troops V 
of Docember 18Q7, 
have been paid-up; 
all sequestrations bgid upop 
perry, Aoveable or intioOveable, srs 
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removed, nod .1 he free disposal ofthe 
same is restored to the proper owners,, 

XVI. Ai\ 8ubjectil" m Prance, of of- 
pttwerti in friendship or a Urn nee with 
^ frande, domiciHitteti In - 'Portugal; or 
SccidolitaMy id chits. o^untry, shall he 
protooted* Thteir property of every 
kind, moveable and immoveable, shall 
be respected, and they shall be at li- 
berty either to accompany the French 
army, or to remain in Portugal. In 
either case their property is guaranteed 
to them, with the liberty of retaining 
*r ■of. disposing of it, and passing the 
produce of the sale thereof iau> France, 
m any other country where they may 
fix their residence, the space of one 
year being allowed them tor that par- 
phsc. It is fully understood that 
the Shipping is excepted from this ar- 
♦ttgetnein, only, however, in so far 
tas regards leaving the port, and that 
.none of the stipulations above dneotiaa- 
sd can be made, the pretext ofaUy Com- 
mercial speculation. 

XvII. No native of Portugal shall 
be rendered accountable for his politi- 
cal c6tld\lct during the period Ofthe 
'Occupation of this country by the 
French fenny : and att those who have 
condoned ia the exercise of their om- 
.ploy meats, or who have accepted situ- 
ations under the Frebch government, 
are placed under the protection of the 
British comm sudors. They shall sustain 
no injury in their persons or property, 
itfeot barring betett at their option to be 
obedient or net, to the French gov*erti- 
ment; they are also at liberty to!**nil 
themselves 4 Of the ftitb Article. '[ 

. XVI1U Tb* Spanish troops Retained 
on board sliip in the pdrt of Lisbon, 
Shall 'be |iven up to the commander in 
Chief ‘dt the British Urfny, Who engages 
to obtain of the Spaniards to restate 
French subjects, either military 
.oroWjl, as iBiay have been detained in 
fyain, without being taken in battle, 
.dr in consequence of military operations, 
but . on occasion of the occurrences, of 
the^th of last May, and the days ini- 
mcdiatelyfoilowing. 

-&I3t. There Slldll be aft ifniuedrate 
•nchaajg* eetdbHsbed for all rank* of 
prisoners* made in Portugal, since 'the 
cauftoencement of the present bodi- 
lities. 

* tt, Hostages of the rank of field 
offidCrT Shall oe mutually famished on 
the pan of the British army and navy, 
aod tm that of tlie French army, for 


*he feciproc*! atgftte# of t^preaeot 

convention. . Thp iQffiactr of djo British 
•army* shall be restored eh fcheicorupie- 
tion of ike article* which concern the 
.army; and tlie officer, of the navy on 
tii# disembarkation of the Frenoh 
troops in thoi# own oewotry*. The lilqe 
i» to take place on the. part of the 
French army. . « 

- XXI. It shall be allowed to the Ge- 
neral in chief of the French army, to 
send an officer to France with intelli- 
gence of the present convention. A 
vessel will be furnished by the British 
admiral, , to convey like to fiourdeaux 
or Rochefort. 

XX II. Thu British admiral will he 
invited to> accommodate Ins eg celled^ 
the commander in chief, and the other 
principal officers of the French army, 
on board of ships of war* - 

Done ami concluded at tishdo, this 
30th day of August. i: 

■©feOftot Mutfiut, 
(&urte\r~M(Mer*&mM . 

/e General de I)lvmon • 

Thc ; Duke of Abrantes, General in 
chief of the French army,, has mtitfed, 
and doe’s ratify (he present definitive 
Cdnvtmtkm iti fell its articles, to 'be ex- 
ecuted according to its form aTidtetdir. 

iddiiiontd Articles to tikeiGcntv&iti&n of 
j Mg> 80 . 

Art. 1. The individuals in the civil 
employment of the army, made prison- 
ers either by the British troops, or by 
the Pcrttigucse in kny part t>f Portugal, 
will be ke^Ored, as is CtMtdmary, with- 
out ekdtange. 

II; The French anky shall be sul»s ra- 
ted troin its own itiUgaeiftCs -up to the 
day of embarkation; the garrisons 
up to the day of the evacuation of the 
fortresses. 

The remainder of the magrtritfes shdll 
be delivered river in the usual forth to 
the British tgoverfliftent, r which charges 
itself with the subsistence of tlie men 
»and horses of thte army from the hbotee- 
mentioned periods till their arrival in 
France, under the Condition of their 
‘being reimbursed by the French go- 
vernment for the excess of the ct pence 
beyond the estimation to be vfradc by 
both parties of the value of the taagU- 
aines delivered up to the British army. 
— The provisions on board the ships of 
war, in possession of tlie French army, 
will be taken on account of the British 
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government, in lilt* tttoihter with the 
magazine* in the fortress. • 1 ' ’ • 

IU. The General Commanding the 
British troop* will take' th**ftbfees*ary 
measures for re-establishing -the' free 
circtdlttiitti 6f the means of Subsistence 
between tluf Country and the capita!. 

Done and concluded at Lisbon, this 
,30th day of Aug. 1808. • r ' A \ 

Ge orgC wunajft, 

Quatter-fa ait r.r-Gen. 

' Kellerwann, ; ’ 

te Gen.- We Division. 
We, the Duke of Abrantes, General 
/fn chief of the French armyi have rati- 
fied and do ratify the additional article* 

• df the convention to be executed -accor- 
ding to their form and tenor. 

- < The Duke of Abkaktes. 

Admiralty-Office, Sept . 16V 
Capt. Ualsted, first captain to the 
squadron under the command of 
Admiral. Sir C. Cotton* Bart, com- 
mander, in chief of his JNJajesty's 
ships and vessels <yi the coast of Por- 
tugal , arrived yesterday at this of- 
fice, with dispatches from the ad- 
miral to the hon. Win, Wellesley 
pole, of which the following arc co- 
pies:- — 

Hibernia, qffthe Tagus, Sept . 3. 
SiRj-r-lnclosed herewith, for the 
information of the lords commission- 
ers of the admiralty, is a copy of a 
"convention entered into by jlieuL — 
Col. Murray and General Keller- 
_ manq, for the evacuation of Portu- 
gal by the French army i such con- 
vention having been ratified by Lieut. 
Gen. Sir Hew Dalrymple, myielf, 
and the French commander id chief. 
British troops, consisting of the 3d 
and 4 3d regiments, were on the 2d 
inst. landed* to occupy the forts of 
. Cascais, Saint Antonio, Saint Ju- 
lien, and the Bugio, and no time 
shall be lost to embark the French 
1 troops agreeably to the said conven- 
tion. Capt. llalsted, first captain 
of this ship, and captain of the fleet, 
who is the bearer of dispatches to 
.their lordships respecting the Russian 
squadron in the Tagus, is in full 
. possession of my confidence, and 

• will be able to explain to their lord- 


ships th¥ motives inducing me to ra- 
tify the convention in question, as 
f well as gjvC any further insinuation 
that may be thought necessary. . 
o 1 have the honour to bevJ&c. 

- - C^ COTTOTt. 

• * Hibernia off the Tagus , Sept* 4, 

Stjrr,— Herewith I have tbeho- 
' flour td inclose to you ? "for the in- 
formation of th e 1( > i t 1 s c om iui ssiune rs 
luf the admiralty, a. copy of a con- 
tention, entered into by me with 
Vice Admiral Biniavin, ^Commanding 
the Russian fleet in fhC-Tagus; by 
‘ w'hith It 'Will appear th fhdrr lord- 
' ships, tlifiV such' fleet ha^been sur- 
render^ to me, to be bpld by his 
Majesfy , a ’.deposit, ..until six 
months ,iafi$r, the conclusion of. a 
peace wbetwCe it Russia tod England. 
—1 ba^e • charged Capti Flawed, 
first captaju of the and 

captain 6f 5 the fleet, with thy deli- 
very of ttys dispatch to their .lord- 
ships ; be wi sent by niq ,t^ pego- 
ciate the convention with Vice-Ad- 
jniral Sitiiavin, and will be’ able to 
explain every particular, --To Capt, 

* Hafstetf I’feCl’ gfeatty indited for 
his hble advice and assistance : upon 
.all points of service,, fy is ieaf^nd 
’ diligence have beei^jjemplary, and 
entitle him to my * highest commen- 
dation, •> . * : 

Rear Admiral 'Tyler has been di- 
rected to* superintend the^lsf division 
of the Russian fleet, \y hi tfi 1 purpose 
ordering under his protection imme- 
diately .to Spithead ; tq, him {since 
with me) 1 have been t indebted for 
every assistance, -and to< she captains, 
officersy and crews of those ships 
that have been employed through- 
out a tediously protracted blockade 
(by whom every , exertion has been 
made with, tu dcgrcjo of cheerfulness 
doing, them infinite honour) 1 feel 
extremely grateful* and deem it my 
duty to ^ffer every possible testimo- 
ny of my approbation in their favour. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

, • &£onO», . 
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-1 ARTICLES OF A CONVENTION 

Entered into betuoeen. Vice-Admiral Si- 
. ^itroin and Admiral Sir Chas. Cotton , 
for the surrender of' the Russian fleet . 
-Art, I. The ships of war of the Em- 
peror of Russia, now in the Tagus, 
•hall be delivered up to Admiral Sir 
C. Cotton immediately, with all. their 
stores, as they now are; to be sent to 
England, and there held as a deposit 
by his Britannic Majesty, to be restored 
to his Imperial Majesty, within six 
won ths •after -the conclusion of a peace 
between his Britannic Majesty and his 
Imperial Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Russias. 

II. Vice-Admiral Siniavm, with the 
officers, sailors, and marines under his 
command, to return to Russia without 
any condition or stipulation respecting 
their future services; to be conveyed 
thither in men 1 of war, nr proper ves- 
sels, at the expeocQ'Of his Britannic 
Majesty. 

(Signed) Ds Siniavin. 

Charles Cotton. 

List of the Ships referred to in the 
foregoing Convention . 

- Tweraay, Vice-Admiral Siuiavin, of 
74 guns and 736 men. — Skoroy, of 60 
guns and 524 men.— S. Cafael, of 74 
guns and 610 men.— tSic Helene, of 64 
guns and 598 men.— Ratvizau, of 66 
.guus, ami 549 men.— Siluoy, of 74 guns 
and 604 men.— Motchnoy, of 74 guns 
and 629 men. — Rafael, of 80 guns and 
646 men. — Frcgatte Kilduyn, of 26 
guns and 222 men.— Yarowslavi, of 74 
guns, and 567 men.— -Total 5685 men, 

The Gazette of the 20th contains 
an account of a gallant action in the 
Baltic sea, on the 26 th nit, where 
Sir Samuel Hood, with the Centaur 
and implacable. Captain Martin, 
both of 74 guns, being joined Jay 
four Swedish ships of the line, three 
sailed in pursuit, of the Russian 
fleet of 9 sail of the line, three 50 
gun ships and 12 frigates and smal- 
ler vessels ; .Sir .Samuel with the 
above two ships led the van, and 
greatly outsailed the Swedish men 
of war, but without waiting for 
them, after a 34 hours chace, he, 
by a bold manoeuvre, cut olf a Rus- 
sian ship called the Sewolad, of 74 
guns, w^ich after about 20 minutes 
gevere fighting, struck ; but running 


aground, and being vary leaky. Sit 
Samuel ordered her to be burtit* 
having first taken out the prisoners 
and wounded. On board the Cgo* 
taur were 3 killed and 37 wounded? 
and in the Implacable 6 killed and 
one officer (Lieut. Thomson) and 
25 wounded. The loss of the Rus- 
sians is estimated at nearly 400 kiU 
led and wounded.— Sir S. Hood 
gives great praise to Capt. Webly 
and Lieut. Case. The remainder of 
the Russian Fleet, 8 sail of the line 
and frigates, took shelter in Roge+ 
wtek-bay, sometimes called Port 
Baltic, where they are blockaded 
by SirS. Hood, who has since been 
joined by Sir J* Saumarez, with 4 
more sail of the line, having previ* 
ously detached 5 mail of the line to 
blockade Cronstadt. > : t 

Dutch papers to the 20th instant* 
and German and Danish journals to 
a late date, have been received; 
They continue to speak of the for* 
inidable military - preparations and 
movements upon the, continent, all 
forbodmg the speedy commence- 
ment of hostilities between Austria 
and France. The contingents of the 
Rhenish confederacy appear to be 
nearly organised ; and on the other 
hand, the Austrian army has beeh 
divided into eight formidable corps, 
and the commanders appointed 1 to 
each, the whole under N the chief 
command of the Archduke Charles. 
The Dutch, as yell as the French 
papers, state, that Sirasburgh is the 
immediate destination of Bonaparte; 
where he is to be joined by the 
Kings of Wivtemberg, Westphalia, 
Bavaria, and the other members of 
the confederation, of the Rhine* 
with their armies. — A numerous Rus- 
sian corps is assembled in the fron- 
tiers of Gallieia; two large French 
divisions in Silesia menace Moravia; 
the Saxon contingent has approach- 
ed the frontiers of Bohemia ; the ex- 
tensive camps at Erfurth, Molsham, 
Bamberg, & c. and on the Rhine, 
threaten Austria. A large body, of 
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Btfv&rtten it at s e mb U din the Tyroi, 
pud are to .be joined toy a corps of 
Italian troops, in the event of a war; 
to penetrate into Saltzburgh ; while 
tie French army in Fruiii, aug+ 
teen ted to nearly 50,000 men, threat* 
ter an irruption, with St trim. Thus 
extensively menaced, Austria pre* 
tents a bold front and confident at* 
tfttide. i 

Dutch papers and letters to the 
88 tb ult. Contain an account of a 
dreadful insurrection having taken 
place at Constantinople, in which 
the Grand Seignior felt a victim to 
popular rage ; his head was cut off 
in his own palace,, and his body 
thrown into the street*—- It is added, 
that several of fais children bad also 
been murdered, and thrown out of 
the windows of the Seraglio. Near 
#0,000 then were in arms, and the 
most dreadful carnage had taken 
place, Of the character of this 
event We arenot accurately informed, 
but it is supposed to be favourable 
to France, It originated in some 
disputes among the Turkish mbits* 
ters, of w hom Some were zeal nos in 
ibei r exertions to nmintai n the French 
Influence, ♦ 

protest made by Be mardin Preirtdt 
Andrade, Generaf of the Portuguese 
Troops against the articles of the 
convention agreed on between the 
' English and French armies , Jbr the 
evacuation of Portugal. 

. I protest, rti general, on nccourit of 
this treaty being totally void of that 
deference due to his royal highness the 
Prince Regent, or the government that 
represents him ; on account of what 
taay be hostile in it to the Sovereign 
autnorjty and independence of this go- 
vernment, and ‘for all that may be 
against the hdnear, safety, and interests 
of the nation : and, in particular, I 
protest against what is stipulated ia the 
following articles: — 

Abticlf.s I, IV, and XII. — Because 
these articles determine the surrender 
of Portuguese fortified places, stores, 
aftd ships to the English forces, without 
solemnly declaring that this surrender 
iamomontary, aod that it is ioteoded 
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they should be imraediatelj festered to 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, or the 
government that nmy represent him, 
to whom they bHovtg, and tb whose aid 
the English forces come as auxiliaries. 
i Aar. XVI. —-Because k permits the 
residence in Portugal of die in dividual* 
mentioned in it, 

Abt. XVI [.^Because is (attempts to 
tie down the government of tbb king* 
Horn, not to bring to justice and tondrpk 
punishment those persons who bare 
been notoriously and sadndaloosly dir 
loy al to their Prince and their country! 
by joining and serving the French puny, 
and, evi n if t he protection of tbd fed* 
glish army should be allowed to screen 
them from the punishment they hast 
deserved, still it shoold tick prevent 
their expulsion, alherehy this country 
would no longer’ have to fear being again 
betrayed by the same men*. 

First of the Gukiineoal articleSi*-This 
article can by no means bind the go- 
vernment of this kingdom, as no reci- 
procal conditions are stipulated. 

I protest finally, on account of the 
want of .attention to the safety of the 
inhabitants otthe capital 'and its envi- 
rons, nothing lmvting betfft Stipulated iH 
their favour to hVsuvo their not being 
still vexed and oppressed bytituFmiick 
during .their stay — not ett€n tta i equiva- 
lent for what is established by Art. 
XVI and XVn, in favour erf the French 
nnd their followers, . 

And to tliese heeds I limit my pro* 
tost, iu order not to make tea tong a 
list, passing over ot her objects of less 
importance, sueh «s4he concession of 
800 horses, whitflj was made willlUut 
considering that they almost all bclouj( 
£o Portugal* and thus cannot he consi- 
dered as fhe property of ttie French ; 
that df the magazines of the army, 
filled at thcerpehcc af the country, wid 
consequently only belonging by iftet, 
not by. right, tothe uhyitet.-aeoctpsMtft 
of the country. 

(Signed) R. F. IFAxdxade. 

Headquarters , Sept i4. 

Ftfefl At COVBNT 
GARDEN. ; 

Oh Tuesday the 20th. about four 
o’clock in the morhing, a thick srtokfe 
and Immediately afterwards flames wers 
seen issuing from ‘tlite large 
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ISOS.] , Breadful Fire at Covent Garden . ' 

on the roof efCqrtet-Qtrdeu Theatre. not quite out in some of th# adjoining 
Within ten mmntes, several parts of the homes. The engines qre playing on all 
toof were perceived to be on fire* f sides. 

la half an hour the whole of that im- But gseat as fftf cakin*ity is to .the 
afiense building was in flames, burning proprietors and other sufferers, - the 
with such fury and intenseness, that most dretafol occurrence is yet to be 
though it was then broad day-light, the mentioned. An engine (the Phqsaix) 
column of Are they thfew up was per- was placed within the great door of the 
ceivable even in many qf the environs theatre, situated under the Piazza* at 
#f the metropolis. The engines of every which were at work abont sixteen per- 
fire-office in the town, and of all the sons, firemen aid labourers, with some 
neighbouring parishes^ rattling through bye-stsnders, when on a : sudden a. 
the streets, apread au universal alarm, dreadful erash was heard, and part of 
Every person within half a utile suppo- the building gave way, which forced to 
»d, * oa looking out, the fire to be the door. In this dreadful situation the 
witldn three or four houses of him. poor souls were placed, when iu a mo- 
The 'theatre was Speedily aarKxonded- ment the fabric gave way, and the spot 
with engines, and thousands of persons became their grave ! Some corpses have 
ready to give aft the assisiance in their been carried to tlie burial-ground in 
power ; but the building is so closely Drury-Lane, and many wounded per- 
surrounded with high and deep houses, sons to hospitals, 
that for spme time very little, or no- The fire is supposed to have h token 
thing, could be dpue by fill their efforts out in what is called the mechanists’ 
ia checking tlie progress of the fijames. room, which was between the roof amd 
The roof fell in about six, and about the cieling, immediatly over the pit. 
tight o’clock the whole interior of this The cause of it is wliolty unknown. All 
magnificem building, the audience part, the precautions long established by 
the stage, the different entrance^, the the rules of the theatre had been takes 
treasury, and the music-room, were a* usual. The persons who light the 
C9n*umed. Of so great a destruction, tapers and candles, had extinguished 
effected iu m short a time, there rs, them ; the house-keeper had gone ovef 
perhaps, no fp/oiec instance ; but the the whole building afterwards; %nd 
Wgqarea of the theatre gave air to thf tlie two watchmen of the interior had 
flames, and almost. every article coin?* been their rounds during the night, 
posing it was combustible. The treasurer, (Mr. Hughes,) though 

The endeavours of the firemen, were infirm, contrived ti secure all the book# 
ijow all; applied tq the prevqutiou of a* and pqpqrs relative to the concerns ©f 
increase of the cajaipity, the bouses on the the acre, as well as the produce of 
(be four sides of the theatre being evi- last night's performance, 
tjendy in great danger, Their height Six houses io Bow-street are totally 
mad# it impossible iVur the engines to destroyed, of the seventh little more 
play over them; but thcleathern pipes than the exterior walls are left, 
were carried up-the stabqases of the The amount of tlie insurance on the 
houses to the third floors, and, being theatre is understood to be 75,300/# 
thrown down, the ends were fastened — ‘Scarcely bid I the loss, 
tqtlie engines befow. All these exeriious The Company w.ill perform at tji# 
qeuld not prevent the progress of the Opera-house, as did U»c Company of 
flames to the houses hi Bow-street, to Drury-Lane theatre, wiien that htrosw 
which mdc'udieft hulo wind tlierq was. was burned. 

inc I inetfc Several of these are connected - The BUQlfcet of persons who have lost 
with the theatre, and appropriated to their lives by this dreadful calamity 
different parts of the establishment : cannot be yet ascertained : between 30 
most of which ar$ destroyed and some mid 40 bodies have been dug up, several 
others. The house of Mr. M’Kinnon, a m such a mutilated state, that no one 
bookbinder, in very extensive business, can own them. The men belonging to 
a&d where- thei£ yvae a vast quantity ot the Phoenix fire office are the principal 
printed books in streets, is consumed, sufferers. A subscription has been 
with all itfcontcois, At this moment opened (the Duke of Bedford at tbe 
(3 o’clock) a vapt iqass of fallen wood- head) for the relief of tlie families of 
works is on fire in the late area of the the deceased, god the most distressed 
theatre, and the flames, it is feared, are of the.surviving sufferers. 
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MONTHLY beoistek, 

ton OCTOBER, 1808 . 


STATE PAPERS; 


i? H E POPE. (past), on pain of confiscation of 


the last official documents which 
fre presented in relation to the dis- 
pute between the Pope and Bona- 
parte, terminated, as our Readers 
may recollect, with the dismissal of 
the Papal nuncio from the court of 
Prance ; the continuation of these 
papers has now been published, and 
place the trials and contumelies 
which have been sustained by the 
old head of the Romish church 
in such a point of view, that we 
are induced to insert as much of 
their contents as the limits of our 
journal will allow. 

They begin with Le Febvie's de- 
mand of his passports, Which he ob- 
tains ; they next complain of the 
seizure, by the French, of the apos- 
tolic governor of Rome. 

The following is the substance of 
Nos. jCIV. and XV.— 

“ Napoleon, by the Grace of God, 
&c. Whereas the temporal sove- 
reign of Rome has refused to make 
war againH England, and the inte- 
rest of the two kingdoms, that of 
Italy and of Naples, demand that 
their communications should not he 
intercepted by a hostile power ; and 
whereas thedonation of Charlemagne, 
our illustrious predecessor, of the 
countries which form the Holy See, 
was for thV good of Christianity, and 
not for that of the enemies of our 
holy religion : — We therefore decree 
that Urbino, Ancona, Macerata, 
nod Camarino, be for ever united 
/with the kingdom of Italy ; to which 
kingdom all cardinal prelates, &c. 
natives of those districts, are com- 
manded to return by the Sthof Juno 

VOL. IV. 


goods, &c.” 

No. XVI. — His Holiness having 
received the painful notification of 
the(aboVementioned) four provinces, 
has, under the distressing feelings 
which this rigorous treatment has 
occasioned, charged Cardinal Ga- 
brielli to make the following decla- 
ration : — 

DECLARATION OF 1IIS HOLINESS. 

Quirinal Palace , May 19» 1808. 

His Holiness having received the 
painful notification of the union 
which is about to take place, of his 
four duchies of Urbino, Maccrata, 
Ancona, and Camenno, with the 
kingdom of Italy, amid the cruel 
■ Uneasiness which this rigorous treat- 
ment causes him, has charged the 
Cardinal Gabrielli, pro-secretary of 
state, to make the following frank 
declaration- to your most illustrious 
highness. 

The Holy Father has seen, with 
infinite pain, that the force of the 
reasons contained in the note of the 
J<)th of April, addressed to M. Le 
Febvre, the charge d’affaires, has 
not prevented his Imperial and Roy- 
al Majesty from putting his threats 
in execution. He has seen, with 
the same feelings, that this powerful 
monarch, in whose hands he placed, 
at the altar, the sceptre, and the 
rod of justice, has proceeded, con- 
trary to every species of right* to in- 
flict upon him a new spoliation of 
the best part of the states which re- 
mained to him. 

But what has been the astonish- 
ment of his Holiness in observing & 
decree, dated "one day anterior to 
the note of M, Charapagn^; so that 
»b 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



19 * 


The Pope* [oCf, 


even before that minister bad renew- 
ed bis propositions, and received an 
answer, the fate ot the three usurp- 
ed provinces was already decided ! 

The listonishment of the holy fa- 
ther was still farther augmented, 
when he saw it assigned as a legiti- 
mate cause of this spoliation, (hat 
he bad constantly refused to make 
war upon England, and to confede- 
rate with the Kings of Naples and 
of Italy. x However, his Holiness 
had never ceased to represent, that 
his sacred character of minister of 
peace — the God, whose representa- 
tive he is upon earth being the God 
of peace — that his quality of uni- 
versal pastor, and of the common 
father of all the faithful — that the 
holy laws of justice, of which, as 
the representative of the God who is 
their source, he ought to be the 
guardian and the avenger — could 
never permit him to enter into a 
permanent system of war, and much 
less still to declare war, without a- 
ny motive, against the British go- 
vernment, from which it had never 
received the slightest offence. How- 
ever, the holy father conjured his 
Majesty to reflect, that not having, 
and not being in the capacity of ha- 
ving enemies, because he is the Vi- 
car of Jesus Christ, who came into 
the world not to foment but to de- 
stroy animosities, he could not bind 
himself and his successors, in per- 
petuity, as the Emperor wished, to 
make war for the quarrels of another. 

But his Holiness had also urged 
the incalculable evils which would 
result to religion, should he enter 
into a system of perpetual confede- 
ration, and that, without compro- 
mising his honour, without incurring 
universal hatred, without betraying 
his duties and his conscience, he 
could not place himself in the situa- 
tion, by the league proposed, of be- 
coming the enemy of every state, 
even a catholic sovereign, and of 
binding himself to make war upon 
him. Bui all the representations, 


and all tbe reasons so frequently sub- 
mitted to bis Majesty with paternal 
mildness, have not produced the 
least impression. 

It has been sought to justify the 
spoliation upon another pretext, by 
assigning as the second motive which 
produced if, that the interests of tbe 
two kingdoms, and of the two armies 
of Italy and Naples, demanded that 
their communication should not be 
interrupted by a hostile power. 

If by this powei is meant to be 
understood England, the history of 
almost two centuries will shew the 
falsity of this specious pretence.— 
The catholic princes of Spain, and 
of the house of Austria, from tbe 
Emperor Charles V. to Charles II. 
of Spam, possessed the kingdom of 
Naples and the duchy of Milan, 
which forms at present the principal 
part of the kingdom of Italy ; and 
they never perceived that their inte- 
rests were compromised ; they never 
experienced this pretended obstacle 
to the communication of their ar- 
mies. They were frequently at war 
with Great Britain, and still oftener 
with Prance, but they were never 
apprehensive of an intermediate de- 
barkation: upori the territory of the 
holy see; still less did they pretend 
to force the pontiffs of thdt period 
to unite and confederate with them, 
or to despoil them of their posse- 
sions, should they have refused. 

But putting history aside, what 
risks could the interests of these se- 
parated kingdoms even run ? The 
neutrality of the holy fathert, re- 
cognised and respected by all ofher 
powers, and the measures taken to 
prevent its violation, are more than 
sufficient to place these interests in 
security. 

To render this security still greater, 
and to take away every sort of pre- 
text, his Holiness carried bis com- 
pliance as far as he consistently 
could ; he declared himself disposed 
to shut his ports against the English 
during the present war, and toemploy 


Digitized by UooQle 



195 


1803 .] 


Tie Tope. 


his troops to guard the coasts of his 
states from every hostility whatever* 

But what attack could be dreaded 
upon these two kingdoms, which 
border upon the states of the holy 
see, while French troops, for so long 
a period, without regard to the in- 
terests of the public or of indivi- 
duals, have violated his neutrality, 
occupied all his ports, and covered 
all his coasts? 

If, however, by a hostile power, 
it was wished to designate the per- 
son of the holy father, his character 
itself, mild and pacific, puts an end 
to this injurious imputation ; but the 
better to refute it, his holiness calls 
to witness the French empire and 
the kingdom of Italy, in favour of 
which he signed two Concordats, 
whose violation has been the source 
of perpetual grief to his heart, in 
having constantly, but in vain, pres- 
sed (heir faithful execution. He 
calls Europe itself to witness, which 
has seen him, in his old age, in the most 
rigorous seasoa of the year, traverse 
the Alps, and proceed to Paris, not 
without exciting the jealousy and 
disgust of other great powers, in or- 
der to consecrate and crown his Im- 
perial and Royal Majesty. He calls 
to witness the whole French troops, 
from the commander to the meanest 
soldier, either those who have tra- 
versed the states of the holy see, or 
those who have resided there, whe- 
ther they have not experienced in 
the Papal territory a reception the 
most friendly, and a hospitality the 
most generous; — a hospitality which 
cost bitter tears to the holy father, 
who was indispensably obliged to 
load his subjects with imposts for 
the maintenance and payment of the 
French troops ; in short, his Holi- 
ness calls to witness his Majesty 
himself, for whom he has not ceased 
on all occasions to testify the most 
particular regards. 

But if his Holiness were able to 
testify the surprise excited by the 
two first articles, advanced to justi- 
fy this spoliation, be wants words 


to express the profound astonish- 
ment produced by the expressions 
contained in the third. It bears 
upon the donation of Charlemagne, 
and it is remarked that that was 
made for the benefit of Christianity, 
and riot for the enemies of our holy 
religion. It is well known that this 
celebrated and glorious monarch, 
whose memory will be eternally bles- 
sed by the church, did not give to 
the holy see the provinces which 
have been usurped. It is notorious 
that they were, at an epoch very 
remote from his age, in the posses- 
sion of the Roman pontiffs, in con- 
sequence of the voluntary submis- 
sion of the people, who were aban- 
doned by the Emperors of the East ; 
that the Lombards, having after- 
wards occupied the Exarchate of Ra- 
venna and the Pentapolis, which in- 
clude these provinces, Pepin, the 
illustrious and religious father of 
Charlemagne, recovered them, and 
restored them to Pope Stephen ; 
that that great emperor, who was 
the honour and admiration of the 
eighth century, far from wishing to 
revoke the generous and pious dona- 
tion of his father, approved and con- 
firmed it under Pope Adrian ; that 
far from wishing to strip the Roman 
church of her possessions, he had 
no other intention than to secure 
and aggrandise them ; that conse- 
quently, in his will he laid an ex* 
press obligation on his three sons, 
to protect the states of the church 
with their arms ; that he reserved 
to his successors no right of revo- 
king that which his father Pepin had 
done for the advantage of the chair 
of St. Peter; that his whole design 
was to protect the Roman pontiffs 
against their enemies, and not to 
compel them to excite enemies ; 
that ten centuries, which have pas- 
sed away since the days of Charle- 
magne, a thousand years of peace- 
able pos?ession, render useless all 
more ancient investigations, and all 
ulterior interpretations ; that, even 
if that pious prince bad, instead of 
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g free restitution or gift of these tei> 
ritories, restored or given them for 
the profit of Christianity, it is exactly 
for the welfare of Christianity, or, to 
•peak more strictly, of the catholic 
religion, that the holy father wishes 
peace with all the world, avoids to 
provoke the resentment of any power, 
and refuses to interfere in political 
quarrels. Afterso many voices have 
been raised against different popes, 
who have, for the best reasons, en- 
gaged in wars, the holy father can- 
not perceive why it can be attribu- 
ted to him as a crime that he refused 
to assume a warlike character, and, 
at the suggestion of a foreign power, 
pommence a war without any pro- 
vocation, and which must be high- 
ly prejudicial to religion and bu 
subjects. 

liis holiness cannot on any ac- 
count overlook the injury which is 
done him iq the forementioned de- 
cree, wherein it is remarked, that 
the gift of Charlemagne was not made 
for the benefit of the enemies of qur 
loli) religion ; thereby accusing his 
holiness of betraying the interests 
of the church. This accusation 
has made a lively impression on the 
mind of his holiness, who for up- 
wards of three years has been suf- 
fering persecution in behalf of re- 
ligion, and for having acted faith- 
fully in his apostolic capacity. IJe 
nas suffered it, that he might not 
implicate himself in a peinvanent 
system of warfare, and that he 
might not, by his conduct, obstruct 
the free exercise, of the Catholic 
worship. 

His holiness has submitted to it, 
because be could not admit tbe 
principles which were frequently in- 
timated to him, which were, that 
if his holiness was bishop of Rome, 
bis Majesty was ^notwithstanding 
emperor of it, and that the holy Fa- 
ther ought to submit to him in tem- 
poral matters, in the same manner 
as his Majesty submitted to his ho- 
liness iu religion* matters § that the 


territories of tbe holy See belonged 
to the French empire, and that 
therefore the pope ought always tq 
make common cause with the Erne 
peror and his successors; that hp 
ought at all times to consider the 
enemies of France as his own, nmj 
that he ought of consequence to b Or 
come a pprt of federative system 
of the empire. 

The solemn oaths which the Ho* 
ly Father has made to maintain his 
libpity and independence, so essen- 
tial to t|ie catholic religion, and thq 
free exercise of his supreme spir ritu- 
al power, dq^iot allow him to sub* 
scribe to thpse destructive and fata) 
maxims. His holiness suffers tbif 
persecution, because he would not 
consent to the pretensions of bit 
Majesty to nominate as many French 
cardinals as should form one third 
of the 'sacred college, which must 
have sapped the fundamental hasp 
of its constitution, attacked the in- 
dependence of his spiritual power, 
and again introduced those unhap? 
py disasters which the fhiu ch stil) 
deplores. His holiness suffers, be- 
cause he would not enter into an 
offensive and defensive league against 
any power in Europe, Catholic or 
otherwise, to the manifest injury of 
religion. If this retqsal implies ayi 
abandonment of religion, let hca* 
ven, the church, the world, and 
posterity, judge. The holy father 
has the most conscientious re fleOi 
tion, that he never .did : nay ipj^MT 
to his Majesty, -or to France $ 
if his Majesty actually bad $py 
complaints against hU holiness jpr- 
sonally, that would not justify 
in resenting on the catholic, ctiqj'dfa 
by irrevocably and for ever fofebfag 
it of that very property which, 
same decree declares to have rap 
bestowed for the good of christU^M* 
ty, nor to rob that church* wbtfjg 
^is noi tbe proprietor, more than $6 
pontiff, who is only the guarding of 
it. That church having tbe spirjjjtyi 
al superin tendance of every otfan 
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hath, since the peace of Constan- or to permit him to continue his 
tine, been enriched by the piety of residence at Paris. His departure 
monarch? and people, and hath, by ought not, therefore, to be made 
an admirable order of Providence, any subject of complaint, 
first accumulated considerable pro- If the injustice of this decree hath 
perty, and afterwardsdifferent states, increased the grief wherewith the 
that it might maintain its spiritual mind of his Holiness is overwhelm- 
government with more decency, li- ed, he could not but be additional? 
berty, and advantage — this very ly afflicted on perusing the other 
phurch, which his Majesty would decree of the same date, which en^ 
redtica to a state of degradation, joins all cardinals, prelates, and 
and incapacity of exercising its di- officers, holding any employment at 
vine supremacy. the court of Rome, who are natives 

His holiness cannot sufficiently of Italy, to return, under the pe- 
legret the error into which his Ma- nalty of their whole property in 
jesty has fallen, since, in his tie- case of disobedience. It is, there- 
cree, whereby he deprives the holy fore, perfectly clear to his Holiness, 
See of a part of its states, on the that it is not his temporal authority, 
ground “ that they were not intended but also his spiritual, which is in- 
fo benefit the enemies of the Catholic tended to be subverted, although 
religion,'* His Majesty has pub- the second decree makes a studied 
lished in the same states, that code, distinction between the temporal sor 
pgainst which his holiness hath so vereign of Rome, and the Vicar of 
often, but unsuccessfully, complain- Jesus Christ, under the pretext of 
ed, on account of the articles it shewing a seeming respect for the 
contains contrary to the gospel and latter. — It must be evident to the 
the laws of the church, particularly universe, that the intentions of his 
of marriage and divorce. Majesty the Emperor are to render 

His holiness cannot conceal his his Holiness incapable of fulfilling 
astonishment at seeing the denjand his sacred duties, by dispersing hw 
of his excellency Cardinal Caprara, senate, and overturning the church 
for his passports, made an additional establishment, and removing from 
motive to justify this scandalous him those persons most dear to him, 
spoliation. After what the uqder- thereby depriving him of the only, 
$igned had the honour of signifying, consolation which remained to him 
in answer to the'notc of his Excel- in the exercise of his apostolical 
Jency M. Champagny in the month functions, already on the decliue. 
of April, bis holiness believes that The pope is not only the bishop 
the grounds of the principal accu- of Rome, as hath been so impro- 
sations are completely refu.teJ. I{e perly asserted, but he is at the same 
hath already sufficiently proved that time the head of the catholic church, 
the application for passports was and in that character, he is entitled 
accompanied with the equitable to choose his ministers and coadju- 
condition that the French emperor tors from the different nations of the 
should evacuate Rome, and relin- earth. In fact, since the coni- 
quish those pretensions which his mencement of Christianity, the cler- 
Holiness felt inadmissible. His Ho- gy of Rome have been always cum- 
liness, therefore, cannot^ abstain posed, not only of Romans, but of 
from repeating, that it was discre- individuals from all nations, as is 
lionary with his Majesty either to evident from the number of stran* 
permit the departure of M. Capra- gers admitted amongst the clergy of 
ra, who was not only the ambassa- Rome, and who, during the first 
dor of the court of Rome, but at four centuries, ascended the chair^ 
the same time the apostolic legate, of St. Peter. All these motive? 
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justify the grief of hi* Holiness, who 
protests against a law, which spares 
not even distinguished Ecclesiastics, 
chosen to assist him in his labours 
for the church of God. His Holi- 
ness at the same time strongly pro- 
tests, in the face of all the earth, 
against the usurpation of his states. 
He solemnly declares it to be unjust, 
▼ain, void, and of no avail ; that it 
never can truly affect the impre- 
scriptible and legitimate rights of 
sovereignty and possession of his 
Holiness and successors for ever ; 
and if force shall deprive him of its 
possessions, he is determined to 
maintain the integrity of his rights, 
because the holy See can recover 
the real possession, when it may 
please the true and faithful God , who 
fights for justice , and ~who hath in - 
tertbed on his garments and forehead. 

Tin KINO OF KINGS, AND LORD 
QF LORDS. 

At the same time his Holiness ad- 
dresses the most ardent vows to the 
Father ot mercy, to inspire his sub- 
jects, withdrawn from bis power, 
and wbo shall always remain dear 
to his heart, with a spirit of pa- 
tience and resignation, to the end 
that they may one day obtain from 
heaven consolation and peace, and 
that they may always preserve in- 
violate in their hearts, religion and 
fiith. The God of Israel will grant 
his people strength and virtue . 

These are the sentiments and pro- 
testations which the undersigned has 
been required by his holiness to 
jnake to your Excellency, as Charge 
d'Affairs of the Kingdom of Italy, 
with which these provinces have 
been incorporated. The undersign- 
ed hath made it a sacred duty to 
obey faithfully the orders which he 
has received, and at the same time 
to renew to you the assurance of his 
sincere consideration. 

G. Cardinal Gabrielli. 

To Signor Cavaliero A Id ini , 

Charge D’ Affaires of the Kingdom 

of Italy. 


* the Crown of Spain, fyc. (’oct l 

RESIGNATION OF THE CROWN OF WAX* 

BY KING CHARLES IV. AEG THE 
PRINCE OF ASTURIAS. 

[From the Mmiteur, Sept 7.J 
Napoleon Emperor of the French, Crag 
of Italy, and Protector of the Confe- 
deration of the Rhine, and Charles 
IV. King of Spain and the Indie^ 
animated equally by a desire to pgjt 
an end to tbe anarchy to which£pata x 
is a prey, and tp save that brave a* 
tion from the agitation of factipn, aad 
the convulsions of civil and fArei|p 
war, and place it in the sole putitioa 
which in the extraordinary circum- 
stances in whtch it is now found, can 
maintain its integrity, guarantee its 
colonies, and enable it to unite fll 
its means to those of France, to oh? 
tait; a maritime peace ; have resolved 
to combine all their efforts, and to 
regulate by a particular convention 
interests so dear to them, to tfitl 
effect they have appointed, — 

His Majesty the Emperor of die French^ 
King of Italy, and Protector of the 
Confederation of the Rhine, the Ge- 
neral of division Dyroc, grand piar- 
shal of the palace ; 

His Majesty the King of Spain and thd 
Indies, his Serene Highness Manuel 
Godoy prince of the peace, count of 
Evora Mont, who after having ex- 
changed their full powers, have agreed 
as follows 

Art. I. His Majesty King Charles i 
having during his whole life only had in 
view the happiness of his subjects, and 
constantly adhering to the pnncpld, 
that all the acts of the Sovereign ought 
solely to attend to that object j as the 
present circumstances cap op^r be a 
source of dissentions the more fatal, 
because factions have divided bis owp* 
family, has resolved to cede and dbeh 
cede by these presents, to his Mtuefy 
the Emperor Napoleon, all bis rights 
to the throne of Spain and tbe Indvei, 
as the only means in the state at which 
things have arrived, which can re-estab- 
lish order ; it being always understood* 
that the said cession only ta^os 
in order that his subjects may* eufofr 
the two following conditions * TB| 
integrity of the kingdom shall bemaiit 
tained ; 2. The Prince whom his Up* 
jesty the Emperor Napoleon shall jwdje 
proper to be placed bn the throne qf 
Spain, shall be independent, and W 
limits of Spain shall undergo op 
tion. * 
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II. The catholic, apostolic and Ro- 
man religion shall be the only one in 
Spain ; no reformed religion shall be 
tolerated there, and still less infidelity, 
according to the usage now established. 

III. All acts contrary to those of our 
faithful subjects, since the revolution 
of Aranjucz, are null aud of no validity, 
and their property shall be restored to 
them. 

IV. His Majesty King Charles having 
thus secured the prosperity, the inte- 
grity, and the independence of his sub- 
jects, his Majesty the Emperor engages 
to give an asylum in his states to King 
Charles, to $the Queen, to the Prince 
of Peace, as also to those of their ser- 
vants, who shall wish to follow them; 
who shall enjoy in France a rank equi- 
valent to that which they possessed in 
Spain. 

V. The Imperial palace of Compeigne, 
and tiie parks aud forests dependent on 
it, shall be at the disposal of King 
Charles during his life. 

VI. His Majesty the Emperor gives 
Jind guarantees to the King Charles a 
civil list of 80,000,000 of reals, which 
his Majesty the Emperof will cause to 
be paid him without delay every month, 
from the treasury of the crown. 

At the death of King Charles a reve- 
nue of ^.000,000 shall form the dowry 
of the Queen. 

VIE His Majesty the Emperor Na- 
poleon engages to grant to all the In- 
fantes of Spain an annual rent of four 
Hundred thousand livres, to be enjoyed 
by them and their descendants io per- 
petuity, saving the reversibility of the 
said rent from one branch to the other, 
in case of the extinction of one of them, 
according to civil laws. In case of the 
extinction of all the branches, the said 
rents shall revert to the crown of 
France. 

VIII. His Majesty the Emperor Na- 
poleon shall make such arrangements 
a9 he shall judge proper with the fu- 
ture King of Spain for the payment of 
the civil list, and the rents stipulated 
in the preceding articles ; but his Ma- 
jestj King Charles IV. is understood to 
have no relation with respect to that 
object, except with the treasury of 
France. 

IX. His Majesty the Emperor Na- 
poleon gives in exchange to his Majesty 
King Charles the castle of Chambord, 
with the parks, forests, and farms, de- 
pendent on it to enjoy in full propriety, 


and to dispose of as shall seem to hip 
good. 

X. In consequence his Majesty King 
Charles renbunces in favour of the Em- 
peror Napoleon, all the allodial and 
particular property not appertaining to 
the crown of Spain, but possessed per- 
sonally. 

The Infantes of Spain shall continue 
to enjoy the revenues of the comman- 
cferies they possess in Spain. 

XI. The present convention shall be 
ratified, and the ratifications exchanged, 
within eight days, or sooner if possible. 

Done at Bayonne, May 5, 1808. 

DU ROC. 

TUE PRINCE OF THE PEACE. 

His Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, and Protector of the 
confederation of the Rhine, and his 
Royal Highness Prince of Asturias, 
having differences to regulate, have 
ointed for their Plenipotentiaries 
is Majesty the Emperor of the 
French and King of Italy, the Gene- 
ral of division Duroc, grand marshal 
of the palace; and his Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Asturias, Don 
Juan d’Escoiquitz, counsellor of state 
to his Catholic Majesty, and Knight 
Grand Cross of the Order of Charles 
III. ; who, after having exchanged 
their full powers, have agreed to the 
following articles : — • 

Art. I. His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Asturias accedes to the ces- 
sion made by the King Charles of hi9 
rights to the throne of Spain and the 
Indies, in favour of his Majesty the 
Emperor of the French and King of 
Italy ; and renounces as much as may 
be necessary to the rights accruing to 
him as Prince of Asturias, to the crow a 
of Spain and the Indies. 

II. His Majesty the Emperor of die 
French and King of Italy grants, in 
France, to his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Asturias, the title of Royal Highness, 
with all the honours and prerogatives 
which the Princes of his blood enjoyed. 
The descendants of his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Asturias shall preserve 
the title of Princes, that of Most Serene 
Highness, and shall always hold the 
«ame rank as the Princes dignitaries of 
the Empire. 

III. His Majesty the Emperor of the 
French and King of Italy cedes and 
gives, by these presents, in full pro- 
perty, to his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Asturias, aud to his descendants; the 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



'*00 


designation of the Crown of Spain , $c.~Addrt** % ip. £«fif$ c 


palaces, and parks* and farms of Na- 
varre, and the woods dependent on 
them, to -the amount of fifty thousand 
acres, the whole free from incumbrance, 
aud to enjoy in full property from the 
day of the date of the present treaty. 

IV. The said property shall pass to 
the children* and heirs of Iris Royal 
Highness the Prince of Asturias; in 
default of them, to the children and 
heirs of the. Infante Don Charles; in 
default of them, to the descendants and 
heirs of the Infante Don Francisco ; 
and finally, in default of them, to the 
children and heirs of the Infante Don 
Antonio. Letters patent and particular 
conferring the title of Prince, shall be 
made out to him of those heirs to whom 
the said property Shall revert. 

V. His Majesty the Emperor of the 
trench and King of Italy, grants 10 his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Asturias, 
four hundred thousand lit res of appan- 
age rent on the treasury of France, and 
payable one twelfth part every month, 
to be enjoyed by himself and his de- 
scendants, and the direct descent of 
liis Royal Highness the Prince of As- 
turias; failing this, the nppeuage rent 
shall pass to the Infante Don Charles, 
his children and heirs; and they failing, 
to the Infante Don Francisco, his de- 
scendants and heirs. 

VI. Independently of what is stipu- 
lated in the preceding articles, Iris Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of the French and 
King of Italy, grams to his Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Asturias, a rent of 
six hundred thousand livres, in like 
manner on the treasury, to be enjoyed 
during life. The half of the said rent 
shall revert to tire Princess, his consort, 
if she survive him. 

VII. His Majesty the Emperor of the 
'French and King of Italy, grants and 
guarantees to the Infante Don Antonio, 
uncle of his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Asturia9, and to Don Charles and 
Don Francisco, the brother of the said 
Prince, 

1. The title of Royal Highness, with 
all the honours and 'prerogatives which 
thu Princes of his blood enjoy; the de- 
scendants of their Royal Highnesses 
kball preserve the title of Prince, that* 
of most Serene Highness, and shall al- 
ways hold the same rank in France as 
the Prince^ dignitaries of the Empire. 

2. Tlie enjoyment of the revenues of 
mil tHeir cominanderics in Spain during 
their lives. 


5. An appanage 

thousand fir res, tobe snj flyftfr tojfr imjp 

and their heir? in 

ways understood 

Antonio, Don Chaifey jfrfi 

disco, dying without hfciti, or UBfigHE 

ferity becoming eltindt, ttyfe" sara|B» 

pen age rents shall aftpefojffilfflpp 

Royal Highness thte Prinde of 

or to his descendants and' 

whole, on condition that thefattAMK 

Highnesses Don Charles, 

and Don Francisco, accede to fpjygS 

sent treaty. 

Vin. The present treatV 
ratified, and the ratificatiotireifcli£MX 
within eight drfys, or fcttoner if iRmflK 

Bayonne, May lO, 1308. *v 

DU HOC. ' ■ < u* Ml 

JUAN DE t3COO0jn%4 "'.j/jm 

Paris , Sept * IS . — YestefdW^w 1 
Emperor and King received 1 tM W* 
nate at the palace off Sf. Cltriid^WSip: 
the following addrn^s, ifi 

sitting of the 5th. was pfeaelntii 1 '® 
his Majesty:- — 

Sire, — T he senate have' IftteftM 
with the liveliest emotion to 
sage of your Imperial and 
Majesty. They have afsci' rctejfoKl 
with a profound and respeqlfonWjf- 
titude, the communication ' 
your Majesty has been 
make respecting the affairif of SriUtt 
t h e consti tu tion accepted Cm* 

junta, and the repbrt' 
your Majesty on the $8l| ' 

armies in the severid 
globe. They have unanimousiy^ffib# 
ted the Senatus Consvfturri • 

your Imperial and Royal 4$MK’‘ 
has proposed, and one hiitfd^t a^g 
sixty thousand brave men shall jjflMr 
cipate in the immorSt fiatoe 
mimerous and formidable!t^i-%Ji-^&' 

You believe in the pet^hr^^H 
Continent, Sire, but yob' 
differ yourself to depend umSK j 
errors and perverse .rtiici: */?'' 
foreign courts. Your 
sires to defend solemft 
rily concluded treaties— to UaHHE 
a constitution freely discuMcLfl^K 
ted, and sworn to, by « 
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juata— to Suppress a barbarous an* 
archy, which now covers Spain with 
blood and mourning, and threatens 
our frontiers — to rescue the true 
Spaniards from a shameful yoke by 
which they are oppressed— to assure 
to them the happiness of being go- 
verned by a brother of your Majesty 
—to annihilate the English troops, 
who unite their arms with the dag- 
gers of the banditti— to avenge the 
French blood so basely shed — to 
put out of all doubt the security of 
France, and the peace of our pos- 
terity— to restore and complete the 
work of Louis XIV.— to accomplish 
the wish of the most illustrious of 
your predecessors, and particularly 
of him who was by France the most 
beloved — to extend your great pow- 
er, in order to diminish the miseries 
of war, and to compel the enemy of 
the Continent to a general peace, 
which is the sole object of your 
measures, and the only epoch for 
the repofc and prosperity of our 
country. The will of the French 
people is, therefore, Sire, the same 
as that of your Majesty. The war 
with Spain is politic, just, and ne- 
cessary ! 

The French, who are penetrated 
with affection for the hero whom 
they admire — who display so much 
enthusiasm whenever they have the 
good fortune to behold you, will 
answer the call of your Majesty 
with zeal, and nothing shall shake 
die determination of the senate and 
the people to support your Majesty 
in every undertaking which you may 
judge necessary for the grrat inte- 
rests of the Empire. 

May it therefore please your Ma- 
j*>ty to accept this new tribute of 
our respect, our attachment, and our 
fidelity. 

SENATUS CON8ULTUM. 

The Senatus Consult am referred to 
in the above address, and which is 
in conformity with the minister of 
war’s report, is of the following 
tenor; — 

VOL. IV. 


Abt. 1. There are placed at the dis 
posal of thfe government 80,000 con- 
scripts, Who are inscribed in the classes 
for 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809; 20,000 lof 
each year. 

2. These 80,000 conscripts may b# 
immediately placed in nctiVc service. 

3. The conscripts of the year 1806, 
1807, and 1808, who are married be- 
fore the publication of this decree, shall 
not be drawn for the above 80,000. 

4. The conscripts for the years, 8, 9* 
10, 11, 12, 13, and 14, who have an- 
swered to their conscription, and are 
not under orders for distribution in the 
army, shall be now freed from service ; 
and from these classes no new levy shall 
be made. 

5 Eighty thousand conscripts from 
the classes of the year 1810, are also 
placed at the disposal of the government. 

6. These conscripts shall he allotted 
to the formation of corps for the de- 
fence of the coast, but shall not bo 
Called out before the 1st. of January 
next, unless before that period some 
other power shall be in a state of war 
with France. In this case they may be 
immediately called into actual service. 

7. The present Senatus Consultutn 
shall be transmitted by a message to 
the Emperor and King. 


At the last parade on the 11th 
inst. when the advanced guard of 
the grand army was present, his 
Majesty ordered the troops to be 
formed in close columns, and the 
officers being assembled, be spoke 
as follows : — 

“ Soldiers, after having triumph- 
ed on the banks of the Danube and 
the Vistula, you have passed through 
Germany by forced marches. I shall 
now order you to march through 
France, without allowing you a mo- 
ments rest. 

“ Soldiers, I have occasion for 
you. The hideous presence of the 
leopard contaminates tne continent 
of Spain and Portugal. Let your 
aspect terrify and drive him from 
thence. Let us carry our conquer- 
ing eagles even to the pillars of Her- 
cules. There also we have an injury 
to avefigCp 

cc 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



202 The Emperor *s Speech — Extraordinary Junta (oat. 


“ Soldiers, you have exceeded the 
fame of all modern warriors. You 
have placed yourselves upon a level 
with the Roman legions, who in one 
campaign, were conquerors on the 
Rhine, the Euphrates, in Illyria, 
and on the Tagus. 

“ A durable peace, and permanent 
prosperity, shall be the fruits of 
your exertions. A true Frenchman 
can never enjoy any rest till the sea 
is open and free! 

u Soldiers, all that you have al- 
ready’ achieved, and what still re- 
mains to be done, will be for the 
happiness of the French people and 
my glory, and shall be for ever im- 
printed in my heart/' 

Bilboa , Sept . 2. — On the 26 th. 
27th. and 28lb of August, was held 
here a general and extraordinary 
junta, of the province of Biscay, 
and under the presidency (by ap- 
pointment of his Catholic Majesty) 
of his excellency Don Joseph Do- 
mingo dc Massaredo, captain Gene- 
ral of the navy, minister for marine 
affairs, &c. 

At the opening of the first sitting, 
and after their full powers had been 
delivered in by the deputies from 
3 13 communities, which huve the 
right of deputation to the general 
assembly, in which to the number 
of 108 were present, the following 
speech was delivered by the president: 

Biscayans ! — The unfortunate oc- 
currences which have induced the 
King to give orders for assembling 
the deputies of these provinces, must 
doubtless be disagreeable to you, 
chiefly on account of the evils suf- 
fered by many of your countrymen. 
But you have the testimony of your 
own consciences, and the happiness 
of seeing that this province has had 
no snare in the insurrection, which 
lias been excited only in the city of 
Bilboa, by worthless persons of no ( 
weight, enemies, as well of your 
province, as of the public tranquil- 
ity/ and who lad astray the com- 


mon people, as is generally the case; 
for the purpose of fettering the gene- 
ral congress, and substituting a cruel 
anarchy in its place. 

It is not unknown to you* inhabi* 
tants of Biscay, that these disturb 
bailees, and those which the whole 
kingdom yet suffers, have arisen 
from the errors into w hich the gene* 
ral feelings have been led away, and 
by giving more weight to individual 
passions than to reason and the com- 
mon good ; and these have arisen to 
such a height, that the rights of 
widows, the lamentations of chil- 
dren, the miseries of misguided /fa- 
milies, arc counted as nothing. He*/ 
veil grant that the mischiefs which 
our native country has already suf- 
fered, be not followed by new disas* 
ters! For only by weighing well the 
dangers which threaten, can it avoid 
them. 

There is no longer any uncertain- 
ty. The Emperor Napoleon can- 
not possibly depart from the isola- 
tion which he has taken. The great 
powers of the Continent have ac- 
knowledged Joseph Napoleon as 
King of Spain, and have sent to their 
ministers new credentials. Dreadful 
armies approach for the purpose of 
effectuating the undertaking. 

Biscayans! his Majesty has order- 
ed me to assemble you, Jst, To 
know' from yourselves what share 
you have had in the insurrection ex- 
cited in the city of Bilboa; whether 
you approved of, or abhorred it.— 1 
2d. To assure you, in case you dis- 
approve of it, that bis Majesty has 
consigned to oblivion the mistakes 
and errors of the insurgents, and 
that he will punish only the heads 
and beginners of the insurrection, 
with regard to whom the law must 
take its course, for. the purpose of 
preventing them in future from disr 
turbing your repose and prosperity. 
— ad. In order to make known to 
you his beneficent designs, and td 
place before you, and make you a# 
quainted with his wishes for all til* 
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may contribute to the prosperity of 
the country. 

You will deliberate on each of 
those subjects in succession, arid in 
theorder in which they shall be sub- 
mitted to you. 

There shall be named a commit- 
tee of three intelligent persons, to 
whom it shall be given in charge, to 
submit to his Majesty all that may 
Contribute to the accomplishment of 
the plans which his jNlajesty has for- 
med for your advantage; for the 
King knowing how much my soul 
has been plunged in grief, by the 
news of the disturbances which have 
laid waste this country, has ordered 
roe immediately, and in respect of 
the affection which 1 bear towards 
you, to make known to you the 
feelings by which his paternal good- 
ness is animated in your favour. I 
trust that I shall have the satisfac- 
tion of carrying to the foot of his Ma- 
jesty's throne, not only the homage 
of your fidelity and gratitude, but 
also the assurance that these reign, 
and shall ever reign, in your hearts. 
This is for his Majesty the richest 
glory of his throne. 

Upon the delivery of this address, 
the members of the junta solemnly 
assured the president, that the com- 
mons of the province had no share 
inr the insurrection which had taken 
place; that they themselves disap- 
proved of and detested it, declaring 
at the same time their feelings of al- 
fectfon and loyalty to his Majesty, &c. 
The president having received these 
declarations, communicated to the 
junta the regulations adopted by his 
Majesty for enabling the province to 
enjoy the advantages ensured by 
the constitution to the whole king- 
dom, together with special favours, 
tending to promote the manulactuies 
and commerce ot Biscay— all which 
were received by the junta with the 
greatest thankfulness. 

Atthe close of the sitting of the 
following day, the president* stand- 
ing up, asked the members of the 


junta, whether, in all that had been 
submitted to their deliberation, every 
thing had not marked the proofs of 
paternal goodness on the part of his 
Majesty, and on the arrangements 
which he will make for the highest 
prosperity of the country : they re- 
plied with acclamations of applause. 
He then asked them, whether they 
lovingly, truly, and obediently took 
the oath to the King, Joseph Napo- 
leon ? They replied, that they took 
this oath to Joseph Napoleon^ their 
lord and King. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, and Protec- 
tor of the Confederation of the Rhine, 
wishing to afford spiritual help to 
our subjects of the Greek persuasion, 
we have decreed, and do decree, as 
follows : 

Art, I.— There shall be in Dalmatia 
a bishop of the Greek ritual. 

II. -— There shall also be a chapter 
and a seminary for the instruction of 
clergymen of the same worship. 

III. — We grant to the bishop an en- 
dowment of 15,000 livres per annum, 
from our royal treasury. 

IV. — The same sum is granted from 
the treasury, is granted to the chapter 
and seminary, for their annual support. 

V. — In the course of the approaching 
month of November, a synod shall be 
convoked, over which the providetor- 
general shall preside, composed of for- 
ty persons of the Greek ritual, to be 
selected by the providetor-general, from 
double the number, who shall be com- 
municated by the archimandrite, &c« 

Given at the Palace of St. Cloud, 
Sept. 17, 1808. 

(Signed) Bonaparte. 

(Counter-signed) A. Aldini, 

Italian Secretary if Sluts. 


SPANISH PATRIOTS. 
MANIFESTO OF THE JUNTA OF SEVILLE. 

The defence of our country and of 
our King, that of our laws, our religion, 
and of all the rights of man, trodden 
down and violated in a manner which is 
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without example, by the Emperor of 
the French, Napoleon (. and by bis 
troops in Spain, compelled the whole 
nation to take up arms, and to choose 
itself a form of government; and in 
the difficulties and dangers into winch 
the French had plunged all, or marly 
all the provinces, tliey as it were, by 
the inspiration of heaven, and in a 
manner little short of miraculous, crca- 
ted supreme juntas, delivered them- 
selves up to their guidance, and placed 
in their hands the rights and the ulti- 
mate fate of Spain. 

The effects have hitherto most hap- 
pily corresponded with the designs of 
those who formed them. The provinces 
have armed themselves ; some have 
formed large armies of veteran troops, 
gnd have united to them the enlisted 
peasants; all, or nearly all, have fought 
end arc fighting against the French, in 
behalf of their King, Ferdinand VII. 
with a valour and a constancy, of which 
neither Greece nor Rome, nor any 
other nation of the world, had any idea. 
The French are really amazed and ter- 
rified, and the hopes of conquering 
them are as sure as human certaipty 
can reach. 

The only thing which can impair of 
frustrate them is discord, and the want 
of union among the provinces them- 
selves. Hence the supreme junta paid 
its first attention to remove that dan- 
ger, with which view it printed and 
published the official paper, entitled 
Precautions, which it communicated in 
every possible manner to all the pro- 
vinces of Spain. The bringing this plan 
to perfection, and currying it into com- 
plete execution, is now more than ever 
necessary. Our enemies are anxious to 
foment our divisions. Human passions, 
personal interests ill understood, the 
Ignorance, the weakness, the blindness 
pf men, may, perhaps, without their 
knowing it, assist i he evil designs of our 
enemies, and thus destroy a beginning 
jo glorious, and facilitate and consum- 
mate the entire ruin of Spain. This it 
is that we are endeavouring to guard 
against, urged only by the most sacred 
piotives, by our honour, by our loyalty 
as affectionate subjects, by our duty aS 
Spaniards, by our faith as Christians; 
s*nd here we protest before God and 
man, whose aid we invoke with all fer- 
vency, that we will write nothing but 
what is dictated to us by the love of our 
country* the preservation of our King 


and of our right*, pot mipgling with it 
any thing that appears to partake of 
passion, of interest, or of any other 
personal motive, but being always ready 
to hear the 'opinions of the otiier pro- 
vinces, and to ameqd our own error*, 
wherever it shall be shewn' that wc httto 
committed any. 

Be ir the chief care to avoid every 
thing which is not absolutely necessary, 
and which may serve to sow the seed* 
of disunion in the provinces, and to ex- 
cite divisions among them ; and of tins 
nature we esteem all cotJvcrsqtioOs 
about the royal house, and of the order 
of succession in different families ivlm 
derive a right fi om it. Tiiere is no per- 
son so ignorant- of the history of Spain, 
and qf the manner in which the thronfe 
has been occupied, as not to know t)x$ 
changes which have taken place in die 
succession. It is also known what tore 
the legislative proceedings upon this 
point; what the manner in which en? 
deavotirs were used to introduce an al- 
teration into them ; the different pre- 
texts for this alteration; and, lastly, 
the final settlement which was made by 
the covies of 1T89, and which ought in 
future to be the rqle. 

But are we in a situation to talk of 
these matters? Long live our King 
and indisputable Sovereign* Ferdinand 
VII. and long live his august brothers, 
heirs of the crowp after his attested de- 
cease. Why theu anticipate those en- 
quiries which can only bd necessary m 
default of these? The anticipation 
may produce, by the diversity of opi? 
nious which it creates, a cruel disunion, 
whirl), of itself alone, will utterly ruin 
the only niit> and object which Spain at 
present has in view, and that is, its 
own entire and independent preserva- 
tion for iis Sovereign Lord and K»ng^ 
Ferdinand VII. and his undisputed suc- 
cessors; and, with its King, the pre^ 
solvation of its own rights and laws, 
and the unity of the holy Roman catho- 
lic apostolical religion, which it ha$ 
gloriously professed and defended for 
so many ages. It is therefore both ab- 
surd and dangerous to dispute about 
the succession in cases evidently re- 
mote ; all tiie provinces of Spain ought 
to confine themselves in this respect ta 
this general expression — “ Hereditary 
succession according to the fundamental 
laws of the monarchy ” 

Not so is it with the second question 
moved by the various juntas of Jh* 
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kingdom, which certainly keeps the 
people in a state of disquietude and agi- 
tation, is the cootinual object of public 
.conversation, and may produce divi- 
sions fatal to the generous design and 
the virtuous obligation into which we 
have entered, pf defending ourselves 
against our enemies, and of preserving 
our country, our Kmg, our monarchy, 
our laws, and our religion. This se- 
cond question is— is there a necessity 
/or creating a supreme government, 
which may unite the sovereign authori- 
ty of all the provinces, till the restitu- 
tion of King Ferdinand to his throne ? 

This supreme junta declares openly, 
Jthat from the beginning to the present 
time it has been persuaded that such a 
supreme government is altogether ne- 
cessary, aud that without it the country 
is if) danger, and its enemies will find 
mean? ol completing its ruin; and the 
reasons of this determination and de- 
claration are so evident, and present 
jhemselves with such clearness tQ the 
eyes of all, that they cannot fail of con- 
vincing all who have the least potion of 
public affairs, or a correct insight into 
Jthe nature of man, the passions which 
move him, and the order of human af- 
fairs in all ages. Various supreme 
juntas and military chiefs have express- 
ed tlieir conviction of this truth. 

■A conviction of the same springs 
from the indispensible necessity of a ci- 
vil government in every nation whose 
duty it is to attend to the happiness of 
the kingdom, and to which the military 
may be subordinate. The confidence 
of the nation, and, consequently, the 
public funds and the capitals of indivi- 
duals, must, necessarily, hqve a civil 
government for their support, Without 
it, the military power would, indispen- 
sably, be under the necessity of employ- 
ing violence, with the view of acquiring 
that confidence which it never could 
fUtain, and getting a command of those 
capitals, which it would be equally im- 
possible for it to bring within its grasp; 
and thus it would ultimately destroy 
that public prosperity and happiness, 
which ought to be the sole object of 
every government. Let us not vainly 
flatter oprselves with notions of llomau 
dictators, and the otlier military chiefs 
of the ancient republics: they were 
placed under very prudent restraints, 
and the duration of tlieir authority was 
limited to q very short period. The 
dangers complete despotism and 


usurpation kept them in continual 
alarm, and compelled them to take very 
rigorous precautions, which are very 
incompatible with the habits of modern 
limes. Spain has derived a lesson of 
wisdom from the history of past ages: 
she has never thought of appointing a 
military dictator. Her military chiefs 
(and it is a fact most, honourable to the 
Spanish name) have been the first to 
embrace, wiili the utmost cordiality, a 
System of tilings ms ancient in Spain as 
the ipqnarchy itself. The experience 
of our times — the confidence of the 
people in the supreme juntas— the faci- 
lity and abundance with which pecu- 
niary resources have beep placed at 
their disposal — tike heroic loyalty with 
which the military chiefs and the army 
have acknowledged and obeyed them, 
and the happy issue hitherto of their 
civil administration, and the military 
enterprises which they have directed, 
have placed in the most conspicuous 
light, and established beyond all doubt, 
this fundamental truth, aud most es- 
sential political principle. 

But who is to create this supreme cii 
vil government? Who are to compose, 
it? Where shall be its place of resi- 
dence? What the extent of its autho- 
rity ? How shall it be established with- 
out interrupting the public tranquillity, 
and producing disunion among the dif- 
ferent provinces? How is the public 
opinion to be so regulated as that, 
without opposing it, this tranquillity 
shall be attained, aud all risk of distur- 
bance obviated ? These are the impor- 
tant and serious questions which we 
shall now proceed to examine; and 
upon which, influenced solely by the 
loss of our country, and our anxiety to 
. promote its welfare, we will enter into 
a frank explanation of our sentiments. 

In the various papers that have been 
published upon this subject, we me 
told that t he courts should assemble; 
that they should elect representatives; 
and farther that the old council of Cas* 
tile should convoke them, and the 
whole of the proceedings should be exe- 
cuted under its authority. 

Most assured!} we do not understand 
the grounds upon which the decisiou 
rests. The council of CasLile, though a 
lawful assembly, never convoked the 
cortes. Why then should we give it an 
auihorit} which it does not possess? Ia 
it because it lent the whole weight of its 
influence to such important changes. 
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with regard to which it had no powers, 
to or any authority whatsoever? Is it 
because it has acted in opposition to 
those fundamental laws, which it was 
established to preserve and defend? Is 
it because it afforded every facility to 
the enemy to usurp the sovereignty of 
Spain, to destroy the hereditary suc- 
cession to the crown and the dynasty 
legally in possession, and recognized 
and seated on the throne a foreigner, 
destitute even of the shadow of a title 
to it; font is ihcontrovertihly manifest, 
that the renunciaton of Charles IV. in 
his favour gave* him no such claim? 
What confidence could the Spanish na- 
tion place in a government created by 
an authority invalid and illegal, and 
which had also rendered itself suspected 
by the previous commission of acts of 
so horrible a dcscription,that they may 
be justly ranked with the most atrocious 
enmes against the country ? 

The council of Castile being thus ex- 
cluded from all consideration — who 
should convoke the cortes ? The au- 
thority to couvoke them is a part of' the 
peculiar and exclusive prerogative of the 
King. The provinces would not submit 
to any other authority ; they would not 
unite: there would he no cortes. and 
should a few delegates assemble, that 
very circumstance would exasperate the 
kingdom to division — the evil all wish 
to avoid. - 

Besides, the cities who have votes in 
the cortes have not undertaken the de- 
fence of the kingdom, nor of themselves, 
nor in their corporate capacity have 
they made any effort to defend it. We 
entertain the most profound respect 
both for them and their rights; but 
truth compels us to speak out; 

Most undoubtedly, however, the ci- 
ties who have votes in the cortes, in 
thus conducting themselves, acted with 
consummate prudence, and with a due 
observance of law. The kingdom found 
itself suddenly without a government — 
a situation indeed unknown in our his- 
tory atod to our laws. The people le- 
gally resumed the power of appointing 
a governrornt! and this truth has been 
openly avowed by various supreme 
juntas. 

The people created these juntas with- 
out paying any regard to the cities who 
have votes in the cortes. The legiti- 
mate power is therefore deposited with 
the supreme juntas, and in virtue of 
that power, they have governed and do 


govern with real authority, and have 
been and* still are acknowledged and 
obeyed by alt ranks of subjects, and by 
all cities in their respective districts 
having votes in the cortes. Their si- 
tuation has not changed; the danger 
still exists; no new authority was su- 
pervened ; the lawful authority there^ 
fore resides entire in the juntas which 
the people created, and to which, they 
confide it. 

It is, therefore, i neon test ible that the 
"Supreme junta have the sole and exclu- 
sive right of electing those who arc to 
compose the supreme government, as 
the only means of protecting and pre- 
serving the kingdom, whose defence 
the people have entrusted to them, and 
which cannot be accomplished but by 
the establishment of a supreme govern- 
ment. Notbiug is more evident lhaii 
this truth. 

-And whom shall the supreme junta 
elect ? Most certainly individuals, of 
their own body; for they alone derive 
their power from the people, and it is 
in their constituent members that the 
people have reposed their entire qoiifi- 
die nee. Should any other person be 
chosen, they would possess neither the 
confidence nor the consent of thq peo- 
ple, and all their acts would he null 
and void ; and from this want of confi- 
dence, the nation would be exposed to 
intestine divisions, the last aud greatest 
of all our calamities. 

Hence, if there be any province in 
which the military power has alone tieeu 
retained, results the absolte necessity 

OF CONSTITUTING SUPREME JUNTAS IN 
WHICH THE POWER Of- THE PEOPLE 
SHALL RESIDE, AND BY WHICH THEY 

may act. — Whether they shall be con- 
stituted by the pcttyCortes or any other 
bodies, their appointment in some form 
or other is indispensible, in order that 
the concentration of the legitimate 
power of the people, and the estab- 
lishment of a civil Government, which 
shall inspire confidence into the people, 
and proceed to the choice of person* 
who shall compose the supreme govei^f- 
ment, which, under ‘the present cir- 
cumstances, cannot be legitimate, u> ;; 
LESS IT HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THE FBl$. 
CONSENT OF tHE PEOPLE ! 

It seems then to he indispensably o*» ( 
cessary, that all the supreme juntal,,, 
meeting on the same day, should eac& 
elect from among their own raeraben 
two deputies to form* the supreme -g®** 
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▼eminent, and the person so elected, 
.should, from that moment, be reputed, 
and actually be the governors-general 
of the kingdom ; and that as such they 
should he universally acknowledged and 
obeyed. 

Their authority is well known, and 
cannot be subject to any doubt. The 
supreme junta of Valencia has most 
judiciously marked its extent and limit, 
m the paper which they published on 
this question, on the 16th. of July. We 
shall, therefore, be excused from goiug 
at large into the consideration of it.- 

We will only add, that the supreme 
junta ought to be continued with all 
their appointments and insignia, and be 
invested with the internal government 
of their respective provinces, until the 
conclusion of the present state of things, 
bat at the same time under the, subor- 
dination of the supreme government. 
In thpse supreme juntas resides the le- 
gitimate power of those portions of the 
people who have respectively created 
them. It is their duty to take measures 
for insuring the happiness of their con- 
stituents, through the medium of a just 
government, and vigilantly to protect 
and defend the rights of every individual 
among them. For this purpose they 
ought to give their instructions to their 
respective deputies, constituting the 
supreme government: and it will be the 
duty of the latter to observe them, and 
to represent and support the claims of 
their provinces, as far as may be consis- 
tentwith the general prosperity. If there 
existed among us a royal personage, ca- 
pable of presiding in this supreme go- 
vernment, reason and justice prescribe 
that he, and no other, should be ap- 
pointed to that office. But if there he 
no such royal personage, the supreme 
government must elect a president from 
its own body. To obviate every dan- 
ger, however, the presidency should be 
temporary, and continue only for a 
fortnight, a month, or any other term 
agreeable to the supreme government, 
upon the lapse of which period it should 
be incumbent on them to choose a dif- 
ferent person. We have already re- 
marked, and it is unnecessary to repeat 
it, that the supreme juntas should elect 
as deputies to the supreme government 
Such of their members as are most dis- 
tinguished for their talents, their gene- 
ral knowledge of legislation, and all 
tb« branches of public welfare and go- 


Jvnta of Satilfc tOf 

vemment, recollecting that they are tt 
be the depositaries of the hopes of the 
kingdom. This supreme junta, in full 
reliance upon the generous character 
of Spaniards, and their ardent attach* 
mem to the good of their country, as- 
sures itself that intrigue, party, or per- 
sonal interest of predelictions, will have 
no influence upon this occasion. 

The supreme juntas will, in the first 
instance, appoint the place which shall 
be the seht of the supreme government, 
ho shall afterwards adhere to or alter 
that appointment, as they think fit, ac- 
cording to a plurality ofvotes. The seat 
of government, as has been most wisely 
observed by the supreme junta of Va- 
lencia, ought to be at a distance from 
ail dangers of war, and should, as a 
claim to preference, possess other ad* 
vantages of a local nature. Seville con- 
ceives herself to possess all these ad* 
vantages, but has no anxiety to be se- 
lected; for she will most cordially sa- 
crifice all her claims to what the other- 
supreme juntas shall decide to be for 
the general prosperity of the kingdom. 
The supreme juntas will, therefore, 
make known their pleasure as to this 
point, when they notify the election of 
their deputies. In the mean time wo 
will frankly state that La Mancha ap- 
pears to us the most convenient for the 
seat of government, and there we would 
particularly name its large cities of 
Cuidal Real or Almagro. But on this 
subject we are no wise anxious; w© 
leave it entirely to the free choice of th© 
supreme juntas. 

It remains only that we speak of this 
supreme junta of Seville, upon which 
point we shall not say much. Certain 
persons, cither ignorant or malevolent, 
have endeavoured to spread the persua- 
sion that we affected a superiority over 
the other provinces. Any such thought 
has been far from us, although the ge^ 
neral good of die nation has been our 
guide, and as it were the soul of all our 
determinations. We possessed the only 
foundery for cannon in the kingdom, 
and arms and ammunition in a certain 
degree of abundance* Various captains 
general acknowledged us from the com- 
mencement, and veteran troops were 
more numerous in oijr province than in 
other parts; and thus we formed an 
army in a shorter time, and have bar* 
rnssed the enemy, who have surrender- 
ed prisoner* of war, with their Genera!' 
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Dupont, and hare capitulated for the 
divisions of Generals Vedel and Goberf, 
vfrhoare to be conducted to France, 
amounting, altogether, to 17,000 men, 
$o that there does not remain a single 
French soldier in anAs in the Andalu- 
iias; a victory most glorious and singu- 
lar, which has been effected without 
the effusion of moch Spanish blood, in 
which it appears we stand alone. 

The local situation of the Andalusias 
presents also a more probable mode of 
defence against the arms of Napoleon, 
if he means to attack ns ; and, with this 
view, we have united with us the Por- 
tuguese provinces of Agarve and Alen- 
texo, who have placed themselves under 
our protection : and the Canary Isles 
have sent us a deputy for the same pur- 
pose. 

The great opulence and other peculiar 
circumstances ot these provinces offers 
resources which the rest want ; and we 
have thus been enabled to make provi- 
sion at immense expcncc, without having 
received auy money from any other 
part, or imposing any contributions. 

The marine arsenal of the Isle of 
Leon, perhaps the most considerable of 
all, obeyed us from the beginning, and 
with it the Spanish squadron of Cadiz, 
whose force is the greatest, and has 
been since augmented by that of the’ 
French moored ifi that harbour, and 
surrendered to us at discretion. 

Gibraltar, the famous English fortress, 
is in our territory, and one of the most 
numerous squadrons of that nation kept 
©nr coast in a state of blockade. We 
immediately, therefore, opened a com- 
munication with Gibraltar, and with 
the English squadron, which has given 
09 all the assistance that was in its 
power, sent us a resident minister at 
the very first, and conveyed our deputies 
to Loudon, to request subsides, and 
settle a peace advantageous to the whole 
nation. 

Amidst so many serious cares, wc 
have transmitted all the arms which it 
was possible to transmit to Granada, 
Estramndura has received a still greater 
number, and has experienced our pro- 
tection, and so has Cordova and Jean. 
We have offered arms to La Mancha, 
to Murcia, to Tarragon, to Gerona, who 
requested rheiri of us, and we exerted 
ourselves to the utmost to fulfil the 
promises which we had made. 

We have not forgotten the rest of the 
$ 


European provinces and kingdoms, and 
we hope in time that the effects of oar 
zeal and vigilance iH be made clear 
and public. 

The Americas claimed at the first * 
great share of our attention, in order to 
preserve that so principal a part of the 
Spanish monarchy. We have sent en- 
voys and commissaries thither and to 
Asia, m‘ order that they may unite 
themselves to us, which wc could not 
do without qualifying ourselves as the 
supreme junta for the government of 
Sp&in and the Indies, and we trust that 
this title and our cares will not be 
found useless. So many labours, sur. 
rounded by so many dangers, wiH, we 
trust, deserve some consideration of 
our country, for the love and defence 
of which only we have done and suffered 
so much. 

With all this, we repeat that w* 
neither affect nor desire any superiority, 
Whatever we have done, we owe to 
our country : it was an indispensible 
obligation upon us. Our only object 
is, that Spain may preserve its integrity 
and independence, for our lord and 
King, Ferdinand VII. and for that ob- 
ject we joyfully sacrifice our lives. May 
God, who has so clearly and marvel- 
lously shewn his protection of Spam, 
grant a safe return to its King Ferdi- 
nand VI L and then with the supreme 
government, he will determine what 
may be his royal will, either command- 
ing an union of the Cortes, or by such 
other means as his prudence may sug- 
gest, and will facilitate the reform of 
abuses and the general happiness of the 
kingdom, securing it upon such founda- 
tions as are firm, and snbject to no 
change. If these hopes are vain, ii» 
which the clemency of God leads us to 
indulge, then the existing supreme go- 
vernment will itself determine which if 
most conducive to the interest of the 
kingdom, conforming itself to the fuin 
damental laws thereof, defending it 
against the fury and malice of our 
enemies, and preserving this monarchy, 
in which itself, the liberty of nations, 
and the catholic church, the beloved 
spouse of our Lord Jesus Christ, is so 
deeply interested. 

Given at the royal palace of Seville, 
the 3d. day of August, 1808. 

Francis Saavedra, Archbishop of 
Laodicca; the Dean of tbcCbapt* 
of the holy church; Fzuyre# 
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Xavier Cienfueoos; Vinceni 
Uorfe; Francis diazbermudo; 
Manuel Gil, C. M. ; Father 
Joseph RamirezjJuan Fernando 
Aguire; Count Tilly ; Marquis 
de la Granina; Marquis de Tor- 
res,^ and eleven others, 
fey command of his Serene Highness. 


feXPOSITIOtt 

Of the Practices and Machinations 
which led to the Usurpation of the 
Crown of Spain , and the meqns 
adopted by the Emperor of the 
French to carry it into execution. 
By Don Pedro C ex alios, first se- 
. tret ary of state and dispatches to his 
Catholic Majesty Ferdimlnd VI 1. 
At a period when the nation has 
made rind continues to make thd 
most heroic efforts to shake off the 
yoke of slavery attempted to be im- 
posed upon it, it is the duty of all 
good citizens to contribute, by every 
means in their power, to enlighten 
it with respect to the real causes that 
have brought it into it^ present si- 
tuation, and to keep up the noble 
spirit by which it is animated. 

To make known to Spain and the 
whole world the base means tesort- 
ed to by the Emperor of the Frchch 
to i seize the person of oiir King, 
Ferdinand Vll. and to subjugate 
this great and geneious nation, is a 
duty well worthy of one who, like 
myself, is in a condition to dis- 
charge it; inasmuch as circum- 
stances placed me in a situation to 
bean eye witness of the events which 
preceded the catastrophe of Bayonne, 
rind in which I bore a part. It wris 
not in my power to do this before, 
in Consequence of personal restraint, 
and from not having collected the 
documents necessary to accredit my 
statement. Some are still wanting, 
which it was necessary to burn, in 
consequence of dangerous circum- 
stances, in which every tiling was to 
be feared; others have disappeared 
tli rough the various incidents con- 
nected with that Unhappy period ; 
but those which 1 now present are 
VOL. IV. 
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sufficient to prove the atrocious vio- 
lence committed against our beloved 
King, Ferdinand VII. and the whole 
nation. 

Though the conduct of Spain to- 
wards France since the peace of 
Basle, a very interesting portion of 
its political history in these latter 
times, is intimately connected with 
the important events which form the 
subject of this Exposition, it is not 
necessary to dwell even upon its 
principal periods. It will be suffi- 
cient to state what the whole nation, 
and all Europe, knows, that the po- 
litical system of Spain has constant- 
ly been during this time to preserve 
friendship and the best understanding^ 
with France, and fo maintain, at all 
hazards, the ruinous alliance con- 
cluded in 1796. 

To attain this end, there is no sa- 
crifice which Spain has not made; 
and as the preservation of the Prince 
of the Peace in the high degree of 
favour he enjoyed with Charles IV. 
depended in a great measure upon 
the continuance of this system, it 
was maintained with the greatest 
constancy and indefatigable atten- 
tion. Fleets, armies, treasure, every 
thing was sacrificed to France ; hu- 
miliations, submissions, every thing 
was suffered, every thifig was done 
to satisfy the insatiable demands of' 
the French government, but the 
idea never once occurred of preser- 
ving the nation against the machina- 
tions of an ally who was over-run- 
ning Europe. 

The treaty of Tilsit, in which the 
destiny of the world seemed to be 
decided in bis favour, was hardly 
concluded, when lie turned his eyes 
towards the west, and resolved on 
the ruin of Portugal and Spain ; or 
what co m *s to the samp puipose, to 
make himself master of this vast pe- 
ninsula, with a view of. making its 
inhabitants as bappy as those of Ita- 
ly,, Holland, Swirzerli^nd, and th« 
league of the Rhine. 
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At this very time, the Emperor 
was revolving in his mind some de- 
signs fatal to Spain (for he began to 
disarm her), by demanding a respec- 
table body of our troops to exert 
their valour in remote regions, and 
for foreign interests. This he effect- 
ed without difficulty, and there was 
placed at his disposal a gallant and 
picked force of 16,000 men of all 
descriptions. 

The enterprize of making himself 
master of Spain was not so easy as 
Napoleon imagined. It was, above 
all, necessary to find some pretext 
for carrying into execution the da- 
ring and gigantic plan of subjugating 
a friendly and allied nation, that 
had made so many sacrifices for 
France, and which this very Empe- 
ror had praised for its fidelity and 
nobleness of character. 

Nevertheless, being accustomed 
to act with that disregard to delica- 
cy in the choice of his means, which 
is characteristic of the man who 
imagines that the conquest of the 
whole world, the destruction of the 
human species, and the havoc of 
war are conducive to true glory, he 
resolved to excite and foment dis- 
cord in the royal family of Spain, 
through his ambassador at this 
, court. 

The latter, though , perhaps not 
initialed in the grand secret of his 
master, succeeded in seducing the 
Prince of Astuiias, our present King 
and Master, and suggested to him 
the idea of intermarrying with a 
Princess related to the Emperor. 
The affliction which his highness la- 
boured under from a conjunction bf 
circumstances, as lamentable as no- 
torious, and his anxiety to avoid 
another connection into which it was 
attempted to force him, with a lady 
selected for him by his greatest ene- 
my, and on that account alone the 
object of his aversion, induced him 
to acquiesce in the suggestions of 
the ambassador, but with the stipu- 
lation that it was. to meet the appro- 


bation of his august pirtehfs;' trS 
under the impression that it 1 * *** 
strengthen the friendship anti) 
then subsisting betweep i" 
crowns. His highness, icH 
motives so cogent in a politiwj 
of view', and yielding to the sbfj' 
tions of the ambassador, wWfteiL 
cordingly to his Imperial Maj&j$!* 

A fewv days after our ' WterCT 
Prince wrote this letter, occui^ljfi 
scandalous imprisonment of hih ail- 
gust person in the royal moh&fe& 
of St. Laurence, and the still HnSfe 
scandalous decree which wasissw 
in the name of the King, anJflr 
dressed to the council of Castft& 
Thero are very strong reasons 
lieve, that the unknown band tfflr 
frustrated this feigned consprh» 
was some French agent employes J| 
forward the plan which Naptit&fc 
ha<f formed. 

Fortunately the Spanish oafitttt 
was deeply impressed with its'sim- 
tion, entertained a juijt op in tori Sf 
the good disposition and reli^fptfh 
principles of their Prince of the 
turias, and suspected instaritanetas- 
ly that the whole was a calumfly K- 
bricated by the favourite, as abrfftf 
as it was audacious, in order to jfe- 
move the only obstacle which tfitia 
opposed his views. * V! 

It is already known, that on tfie 
imprisonment of the Prince of A*#- 
rias, his royal father Wrote to the 
Emperor, no doubt, at the sug 
tion of the favourite, complan ^ 
of th» conduct of the ambasriidfer 1 
lieauharnois, in his clandestine Cflwj ’ 
munications with the Priticc'or^l 
turias, and expressing his s nf[ . 
that the Emperor had n<0^ 'cbwfejl 
a previous understanding 
Majesty* on a subject of 
eminent importance to soVeifi 

As the imprisonment oftfein 

of Asturias, and, above fell; 
scandalous decree fulmh&t$8^ 
his royal person, -produced 
completely contrary to 
tions of the favourite, be*!' 
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fceafraid, thought proper to recede* 
andto mediate a reconciliation be- 
jlhe royal parents and their 
8^ . '"With this view as is stated in 
t^f^bftract of the Escurial cause, 
by the council in conse- 
oqejice of his Majesty's orders of 
J&f 8th. of April, he forged certain 
IpUei^, and made the Prince of As- 
|Q|ia$ sign them while a prisoner. 
Which being delivered into the hands 
the royal parents, were supposed 
I^Jbave softened their hearts; and 
|hese singular means did this in- 
fpnt Prince obtain a nominal li- 

[is was the state of affairs when 
French courier arrived at the royal 
^jtce of St. Laurence, with a trea- 
figned at Fontainbleau on the 
^th. of October, by Don Eugenio 
J^quierdo, as plenipotentiary of his 
catholic Majesty, and Marshal Du- 
TQC* in the name of the Emperor of 
the French. Its contents’, as well 
4s those of the separate convention, 
constitute Nos. 1. 2. of the docu- 
ments annexed to this exposition. 

It is worthy of oh$eivation, that 
the department of the ministry, of 
wbicifi was at the head, was total- 
ly unacquainted with the measures 
taken by Don E. Isquierdo, at Pa- 
ris, as well as with his appointment, 
ius instructions, his correspondence, 
and every part of his proceedings. 

* The result of this treaty was to 
J$qdcr the Emperor master of Por- 
tugal with very little ex pence ; to 
finish him with a plausible pretext 
jiur introducing his armies into our 
peninsula, with the intent of subju- 
it at a proper opportunity, 
jp)(jUo put him in immediate pos- 
|BMUQfiof Tuscany. 

Tic favourite was to have for his 

S ' n, the Algarves and Alantejo, 
t property and sovereignty, but 
J&mpcrpr’s answer to the letters 
ge /dya) father had not yet ar- 
completely uncertain 
Lit WQuJd be, and this filled him 
anxiety. 


The intimate relation? wjiich the 
favourite maintained at that perfoa 
with the Grand Duke of Berg, thro* 
the medium of his confident fsquier- 
do, flattered him to a certain degree 
with the hope that every thing woulc) 
be settled to his wishes, though the 
interposition of a few millions might 
be necessary’. But neither the fa- 
vourite nor his confident knew the 
real intentions of the person they 
were treating with at Paris. In 
fact, the instant the Emperor found 
that the favourite had committed 
himself, and the royal parents were 
brought into discredit, he shewed 
no disposition toanswerhis Majesty's 
letters, for the purpose of keeping 
them in suspenco, and inspiring them 
with dread, in the hope that they 
might form the resolution of with- 
drawing, though at that time he had 
not completed his plan for taking an 
advantage of such an occurrence. 

The Grand Duke wrote to the fa- 
vourite, that he would employ every 
means to support him, but that the 
negociation was rendered very deli- 
cate, owing to the extraordinary at- 
tachment which prevailed in Spain 
towards the Prince of Asturias, and 
the consideration due towards a 
Princess who was cousin to the Em- 
press, and in consequence of the 
part of the ambassador Beauharnois, 
her relative, took in the business.(l.) 

Now it was that the favourite be- 
gan clearly to discover how much 
his ci edit had sunk, and he gave him- 
self up for lost, in consequence of 
being deprived of the support of hi* 
imaginary protector, the Emperor of 
the French. There were no means 
now neglected by him to endeavour 
to ingratiate himself with the Grand 
Duke of Berg; every sort of ex- 
pression, every kind of deference 
was employed for this purpose ; and 

(1.) All this appears from the cor- 
respondence of the favourite with the 
Grand Duke, which the latter carried 
off from the office of the secretary of 
slate during his lieutenancy. 
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|he mote effectually to avert the 
impending stoim, he prevailed on 
the royal parents to write to the 
IJipperor direct, and to request his 
ponsent to the marriage of one of 
his cousins to the Prince of Asturias. 

Meanwhile the Emperor of the 
French appeared to be very much 
dissatisfied with the conduct of Is- 
quierdo, and kept him at a distance, 
in order to cut olT this direct inode 
of communication, and to make 
himself more impenetrable. 

His Imperial Majesty sefoffon 
a journey to Italy, with that stu- 
died parade which all Europe has 
witnessed, giving it such an air of 
importance, that it was to be pre- 
sumed he was going to fix the des- 
tinies of the world. But there is 
reason to surmise, that h/s real ob- 
ject was no other than to divert the 
general attention to that quarter, 
for the purpose of misleading the 
other states, whilst his real designs 
were directed to the invasion of Por- 
tugal and Spain. 

' This artifice and dissimulation did 
pot, however, prevent the discovery 
of one of the articles in the secret 
trfeaty of Fontainbleau, by his ex- 
pelling, with the greatest precipita- 
tion, from Tuscany, the Queen Re- 
gent and her children, and plunder- 
ing the royal palace, and seizing all 
the public funds of a court that was 
ignorant of the existence of such a 
treaty, and had committed no apt of 
jfoifeiture. 

Whilst the Emperor kept Europe 
jn suspense by bis journey to Milan 
and Venice, he thought fit to an- 
swer the letters, which he bad some 
time b e f°re received from the royal 
father, assuring his Majesty, that 
he never had the slightest informa* 
|ion of the circumstances which he 
communicated respecting his son 
the prince of Asturias, nor ever 
received any letter from his Royal 
Highness. (2). Nevertheless his Ma- 

(2). Compare this statement, with 
the contents of the letter (No. 3) from 


jesty consented to the proposed in- 
termarriage with a Princess of his 
family, undoubtedly with an inten- 
tion of amusing the Royal parents ; 
whilst he was sending into Spain, 
under various pretexts, all the troops 
which he had then disposable, ami 
was studiously propagating an idea 
that he was favourable to the cause 
of the Prince of Asturias, and thus 
endeavouring to captivate the good 
opinion of the Spanish nation. 

The royal parents struck with the 
terror which this conduct of the 
Emperor naturally inspired, and 
the favourite being still more asto- 
nished, opposed no obstacle to the 
entrance of the French t poops into 
tiie peninsula; on the contrary, 
they gave the most effectual orders 
that they should be received and 
treated even on a better footing than 
the Spanish troops. 

The Emperor, under the pretence 
of consulting the security of these 
troops, ordered his generals, by 
stratagem or force to get possession 
of the fortresses of Pampeluna, St. 
Sebastian, Figuieras, and Barcelo- 
na, which alone could present any 
obstacle to an invasion. They were 
accordingly taken by fraud and sur- 
prise, to the indignation and sorrow 
Of the whole nation, to which the 
French still affected to profess friend- 
ship and alliance. 

The Emperor, conceiving himself 
already master of all Spain, and 
thinking the time had arrived for 
accelerating his measures, thought 
proper to write a letter to the royal 
father, complaining in the bitterest 
terms, that his Majesty had not re- 
newed his application for an Imperi- 
al Princess for his son the Prince of 
Asturias. 1'he King was pleased to 
return for answer, that he adhered 
to his former proposal, and waswih 

his Imperial Majesty to King Ferdi- 
nand, in which he acknowledges having 
received the letter written to him by 
the Prince of Asturias, on the sugg^- 
lion of Ambassador Beaubarnoifc 
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Img (Hat Ili€ marriage should imme- 
diately take place. 

Some important proceeding was 
stiH necessary to carry the project to 
a proper degree of maturity, and the 
Emperor not willing to trust it to 
writing, thought he could not find 
a better instrument than Don Euge- 
nio hquierdo, whom he had de- 
tained in Paris in a state of great 
dejection and terror, that had been 
artfully impressed upon him for the 
purpose of his more effectually ex- 
ecuting his commission, by impres- 
sing the royal parents and the favour- 
ite with the same feelings. 

- In this state of things, the Em- 
peror ordered lsquicrdo to repair to 
Spain, which he accordingly did, 
ill a very precipitate and mysterious 
manner. According to his verbal 
Statements, foe brought no proposal 
in writing with him, nor was he to 
receive any, and lie had orders to 
remain only three days. 

On *bU arrival, under these cir- 
cumstances, at Arunjuez,. the fa- 
vourite conducted him to the pre- 
sence of the royal parents, and their 
conferences were conducted with so 
much secrecy, lh$t it was impossi- 
ble for any one to discover the ob- 
ject of his mission ; but soon alter 
his departure from this capital, their 
Majesties began to shew a disposi- 
tion to abandon the metropolis and 
the peninsula, gnd to emigrate to 
Mexico. 

• The recent example of the deter- 
mination taken by the royal family 
of Portugal, seemed to have Cully 
corresponded with the views of the 
Emperor, and there is reason to 
think that his imperial Majesty 
promised himself a similar success 
itf Spain. 

t^But he must have been very ig* 
iSbfSant of the Spanish diameter to 
ftttter himself with expecta- 

tions* Scarcely had the first re- 
ports gone abroad of she ; intention 
4(0be royal family to abandon their 
residence, a u^oltoiwm' clearly indi- 


cated by the many preparation* 
which were going on, when discon- 
tent and fear were depicted in the 
most lively colours in the feature? 
of all the inhabitants ot the capi- 
tal, and of all ranks and classes of 
persons. This alone wus sufficient 
to induce their Majesties to refute 
i he rumour, and to assure the 
people that they would not abandon 
them. 

Nevertheless, such w*as the gene« 
ral distrust, such the magnitude of 
the evils which must have resulted, 
and such and so many the syirip- 
tonis of a determination to emigrate, 
that every one was on the alert, and 
all seemed to be impressed with the 
necessity of preventing a measure 
pregnant with so many mischiefs. 
The danger increased, and the fears 
of the public kept pace with it; 
The consequence was that the com- 
motions of Aranjuez, on the 17th 
and 19 th of March, burst forth like 
a sudden explosion ; the people be* 
ing led by a sort of instinct of self* 
preservation. The result was, the 
imprisonment of the favourite, who 
without the title of King, had exer- 
cised all the functions of royalty. 

Scarcely had this tempestuous 
scene taken place, when the royal- 
parents, finding themselves deprived 
of the support of their favourite, 
took the unexpected but voluntary 
resolution which they had for some 
time entertained to abdicate their 
throne, as they accordingly did, it) 
favour of their son and heir the 
Prince of Asturias. 

The Emperor, ignorant of this 
sudden event, and perhaps never 
supposing that the Spaniards were 
capable of displaying such resolu* 
tion, had ordered Prince Murat to 
advance with his army towards Ma* 
drid, under the idea that the royal 
family were already on the coast, 
and on the point of embarking, and 
that far from meeting the slightest 
obstacle on the part of the people, 
all of them would receive him with 
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open arms, as their deliverer and 
guardian angel. He conceived, that 
the nation was in the highest degree 
dissatisfied with their government, 
and never reflected that they were 
only dissatisfied with the abuses 
which had crept into the admini- 
stration of it. 

The instant the Grand Duke of 
Berg was apprised of the occurren- 
ces at Aranjuez, he advanced with 
his whole army to occupy the capi- 
tal of the kingdom ; intending, no 
doubt, to profit by the occasion, and 
to take such steps as should be best 
calculated to realise, by any means, 
the plan of making himself master of 
Spam. 

In the mean while, the mysterious 
obscurity of the Emperor's projects, 
the proximity of his troops, and the 
ignorance in which Ferdinand VII. 
was of the real object of the Empe- 
ror's approach, induced f lie King to 
adopt such measures as appeared to 
his Majesty best calculated to con- 
ciliate the good will of the Emperor. 
Not satisfied with having communi- 
cated his accession to the throne in 
the most friendly and affectionate 
terms, the King appointed a deputa- 
tion of three grandees of Spain to 
proceed to Bayonne, and in his 
name to compliment his Imperial 
Majesty. He also appointed ano- 
ther grandee of Spain to pay a simi- 
lar compliment to the Grand Duke 
of Berg, who had already arrived in 
the vicinity of Madrid. 

One of the contrivances which 
the French agent immediately had 
recourse to, was to assure the King, 
and to spread the rumour in all 
Quarters, that his Imperial Majes- 
ty's arrival might be expected every 
moment. Under this impression, 
the necessary orders were given for 
preparing apartments in the palace 
suitable to the dignity of so august 
a guest ; and the King wrote again 
to the Emperor, how agreeable 1 it 
would be to him to be personally ac- 
quainted with his Majesty, and to 


assure him with his ewo4tpt, of hh 
ardent wishes to strengthen mere 
and more the alliance which soWs* 
ted between the two sovereigns* 

The grand duke of Berg. jMLja 
the mean time entered Madfid$v^ 
the head of bis troops. He. 
sooner acquainted with the stateaf 
affairs, than be began to sow ,dhr 
cord* He spoke in a mysteries 
manner of the abdication of'.thp 
crown, executed by the royal father 
in favour of his son, amidst the 
mulls of Aranjuez, and gaveittfehd 
understood, that until the Emperor 
bad acknowledged Ferdinand VH 
it was impossible for him to takeaay 
step that should appear like an a flr 
knuwledgement, and that he mail 
be under the necessity of treating 
only with the royal father. 

This pretext did not fail to pro- 
duce the effect which the Grand 
Duke intended. The royal parents# 
the moment they were informed of 
this circumstance, availed them- 
selves of it to save the favourite, who 
remained in confinement, and in 
whose favour prince Murat profefe 
sed to take an interest, for the sold 
purpose of flattering their Majesties# 
mortifying Ferdinand VII. andsowf 
ing fresh matter of discord between 
the parents and the son. 

In this state of things, the QgW 
King made bis public entry into 
Madrid, without any other paririt 
than the most numerous concowsd 
of all the inhabitants of the capital 
and its envirions, the strongest. 
press ions of love and loyalty, aad 
the applauses and acclaotatwiis; 
which sprung from the joy andiCftfe 
thusiasm of his subjects — a soiat 
truly grand and impressive, im udii dp 
the young King was seen liker* 
ther in the midst of his childtttMti 
teringhis capital as the regeMsUNT 
and guardiamaiigei of thamoiiinkpl 

The Duke of Berg was aapiyfc? 
witness of - this scene; .but. 
abandoning his plan, he miiiilssflgfr 
persist in it with greater, ardtt*' 
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The experiment upon the royal pa- 
rents produced the desired effect ; 
but whilst the beloved King, who 
came to the throne under such good 
abspices, continued to be present, 
ft was impossible to carry the plan 
ihto execution. It was, therefore, 
Accessary to make every effort to re- 
move Ferdinand VII, from Madrid. 

• To accomplish this purpose, the 
dfand Duke every moment spread 
iieports of the arrival of afresh cou- 
rier, with accounts of the Emperor's 
departure from Paris, and that he 
might be speedily expected to arrive 
in this capital. He directed his ef- 
forts in the first instance to induce 
the infante Don Carlos to set off to 
receive his Imperial Majesty, upon 
the supposition that his Highness 
must meet him before he had pro- 
ceeded two days upon his journey. 
His Majesty acceded to the propo- 
sal being influenced by the purest 
and most beneficent intentions. He 
had no sooner succeeded m procu- 
ring the departure of the Infante, 
than he manifested the most anxious 
desire that the King should do the 
same, leaving no means untried to 
persuade his Majesty to take this 
step, and assuring him that it would 
be attended by the most happy con- 
sequences to the King and the whole 
kingdom. 

At the same time that the grand 
duke of Berg, the ambassador, and 
allthe other agents of France, were 
proceeding in this course, they were, 
on the other side, busily employed 
with the royal parents to procure 
from them a formal protest against 
the abdication of the crown, which 
they had executed spontaneously 
an d with the accustomed solemni- 
ties, in favour of their son and legi- 
timate heir. 

i*-His Majesty being incessantly ur- 
g'd to go to meet the Emperor, 
painfully hesitated between the ne 
qsarity of performing an act of 
eaifctesy'to his ally, which he was 
assured would be attended with such 


advantageous results, and his reluc- 
tance to abandon his loyal and be- 
loved people under such critical cir- 
cumstances. 

In this embarrassing situation, I 
can assert, that my constant opinion, 
as the King's minister, was, that his 
Majesty should not leave his capital 
until he received certain information 
that* the Emperor was already arri- 
ved in Spain, and was approaching 
Madrid; and that even then, he 
should only proceed to a distance 
so short as not to render it necessary 
to sleep one night out of his capital. 

His Majesty for some days persis- 
ted in the resolution of not quitting 
Madrid until he received certain 
advice of the Emperor’s approach ; 
and he would have probably con- 
tinued in that determination, had 
not the arrival of General Savaiy 
added greater weight to the reitera- 
ted solicitations of the Grand Duke, 
and the ambassador Beauharnois. 

General Savary was announced 
as envoy from the Emperor, and in 
that capacity demanded an ai^dietio* 
from his Majesty, which was imme- 
diately granted. At this audience he 
professed that he was sent by the 
Emperor merely to compliment his 
Majesty, and to know whether his 
sentiments with respect to France 
were conformable to those of the 
King his father, in which case (he 
Emperor would forego all considera- 
tion of what had passed, would in 
no degree interfere in the internal 
concerns of the kingdom, and would 
immediately recognise his Majesty 
as King of Spain and the Indies. 

The most satisfactory answer was 
given to General Savary, and the 
conversation was continued in terms 
so flattering, that nothing morb 
could have been desired. The audi- 
ence terminated with an assurance 
upon his part, that the Emperor 
had already left Paris, that he was 
near Bayonne, and on his way te 
Madrid. 
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Scarcely had he" left the audience 
chamber, when he began to make 
the most urgent applications to in- 
duce his Majesty to meet the Empe- 
ror, assuring him that this attention 
would be very grateful and flattering 
to his Imperial Majesty ; and lie as- 
serted so repeatedly, and in sue It 
positive terms, that the Emperor’s 
arrival might be expected every -mo- 
ment, that it was impossible not to 
give credit to his assertions. It was 
in fact very bard to suspect that a 
General, the envoy of an Emperor, 
should have come merely for the 
purpose of deception. 

The King at length yielded to so 
many solicitations, and so many flat- 
tering hopes and assurances; and 
his love of his subjects, and ardent 
desire to contribute to their happi- 
ness, by putting an end to the dread- 
ful crisis, triumphed in his generous 
bear! over every feeling of repug- 
nance and apprehension. 

The day appointed for his Majes- 
ty's departure arrived. General Sa- 
vary, affecting the most zealous and 
assiduous attention to his Majesty, 
solicited the honour of accompany- 
ing him on his journey, which, at 
the farthest, could only extend to 
Burgos, according to the informa- 
tion which he had just received of 
the Emperor’s approach. 

During his absence, supposed to 
be only for a few days, t he King left 
at Madrid a supreme junta of go- 
vernment, consisting of the secreta- 
ries of slate, and presided over by 
his uncle, the most serene infante 
Don Antonio, in order that the ur- 
gent affairs of the government should 
be attended to. 

General Savary followed him to 
Burgos, in a separate carriage ; but 
the Emperor not having arrived there, 
he used every exertion to induce 
his Majesty to continue his journey 
as far as Vittoria. Various discus- 
sions arose as to the course which 
ought to be pursued: but artifice 
and perfidy contended with Jionour, 


innocence, And , goad dahh ; audita 
so unequal a strife/ the same; bene* 
volent intention* which drew hit 
Majesty from his capital, urged him 
to proceed to Vittoriav 

General Savary, convinced’ thrf 
his Majesty had resolved to proceed 
no farther, continued his journey to 
Bayonne with the intention uodoubt* 
edly of acquainting the Emperor 
with all that had passed, and 
procuring a letter from him which 
should determine the King ta sepft* 
rate himself from his people* „. s 
At Vittoria his Majesty xeceiv«4 
information that the Emperor agrj^ 
vrd at Bourdeaux, and was on his 
way to Bayonne. In consequents 
of this advice, the infante Don Car*, 
los, who had been waiting at Tojouh 
proceeded on to Bayonne, whether 
lie had been invited by the £mpefO& 
who, however, delayed his arrival | 
some days longer. * i 

Nothing particular occurred at 
Vittoria, except that the supreme 
junta of government at Madrid 
ving written to the grand duke .01. 
Berg had imperiously demanded jhftl 
the favourite should be rele^s<*4 
and placed m his hands, his MqKfrt 
ty did not think proper to cpippjy. 
with this demand ; and in commtyHq 
eating this determination to tb$ 
junta of government, enjoined the® 
to enter into no explanations wjjft 
the Grand Duke respecting the J|l% 
of the prisoner.* ^ 

In the mean time General Spvjgg£ 
concerted with the Emperor 
mariner they should prepare tft gilff 
the finishing blow ; and whifc 
French troops in the vicinity 
Vittoria were making susgictfl®! 

* Every body knows that the 
was at length delivered up to thftfjffffilfct 
and conducted under an cscqtfjJa 
them to Bayonne. 'I bis step 
owing to an order from the 
government yielding to impentfft;©l* 
cnnmance* and the peremptory rtj WflW 
cesof the Grand Duke, as ht$il0(0 
more at large in the Append** fNli 
publication. . 1 
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movements, he made his appearance 
in that city, with the letter No. 3, 
to bis Majesty from the Emperor. 

To the contents of this letter, 
which were neither flattering nor de- 
corous, General Savary added so 
many and such vehement protesta- 
tions of the interest which the Em- 
peror took in the welfare of his Ma- 
jesty, and of Spain, that he even went 
so far as to say, ( 1 will suffer ray head 
to be cut off, if within a quarter of 
an hour of your Majesty's arrival at 
Bayonne, the Emperor shall not 
have recognized you as King of 
Spain aud the Indies. To support 
his own consistency, he will proba- 
bly begin by giving you the title of 
Highness, but in five minutes he 
will give you that of Majesty, and 
in three days every thing will be set- 
tled, and your Majesty may return 
to Spain immediately/ 

His Majesty, however, hesitated 
as to the course which he should 
take : but anxious to redeem the 
pledge which he had given, and, 
above all, to relieve his beloved sub- 
jects from the cruel anxiety in which 
they were, he banished from his 
heart every apprehension of danger, 
and shut his ears against my coun- 
sels, and those of other persons in 
his train, as well as to the supplica- 
tions of that loyal city, and deter- 
mined to proceed to Bayonne ; his 
royal mind being incapable of sus- 
pecting that a sovereign, his ally, 
should invite him as a guest, for the 
purpose of making him a prisoner, 
and of putting an end to a dyna- 
sty, which, so far from having of- 
fended him, h$d given him so many 
striking proofs of its friendship. 

Scarcely had his Majesty set foot 
on the French territory, when he 
remarked that no one came to re- 
ceive him, until, at his arrival at St. 
Jean de Luz, the Mayor made his 
appearance, attended by the muni- 
cipality. The carriage stopped, and 
he addressed his Majesty with the 
most lively expressions of the joy he 
VOL. IV. 


felt at having the honour of being 
the first to receive a King, who was 
the friend and ally of France. 

Shortly after, he was met by the 
deputation of the three grandees of 
Spain, who had been sent off to 
meet the Emperor; and their re- 
presentation, with respect to the 
intentions of the Emperor, was not 
the most flattering. He was, how r - 
ever, now too near Bayonne to think 
of changing his course, and he there- 
fore continued his journey. 

There came out to meet the King, 
the prince of Neufchatel and Duroc, 
marshal of the palace, with a de- 
tachment of the guard of honour 
which the citizens of Bayonne had 
formed to attend the Emperor, and 
they invited his Majesty to enter 
Bayonne, where a place had been 
prepared for his residence. This 
residence appeared to all, and was 
in reality, but little suitable to the 
rank of the august guest who was to 
occupy it. This remarkable and ex- 
pressive neglect formed a singular 
contrast with the studied magnifi- 
cence which the King had employed 
in making the preparations at Ma- 
drid for the reception of his ally. 

His Majesty was doubting what 
could be the meaning of a reception 
that he so little expected, when he 
was informed that the Emperor was 
coming to pay him a visit. His Im- 
perial Majesty arrived, accompanied 
by a number of Generals. The King 
went down to the street-door to re- 
ceive him, and both Monarchs em- 
braced each other with every token 
of friendship and affection. The 
Emperor staid but a short time with 
his Majesty, and they embraced each 
other again at parting. 

Soon after marshal Duroc came 
to invite the King to dine with his 
Imperial Majesty, whose carriages 
were coming to convey his Majesty 
to the palace of Marac : this accor- 
dingly took place. The Emperor 
came as far as the co&ch-steps to 
receive his Majesty, embraced him 
ft e. 
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again, and led him by the hand to 
the apartment provided for him. 

The King had no sooner returned 
to his residence, when General Sa- 
vary waited on his Majesty to inform 
him that the Emperor had irrevoca- 
bly determined that the Bourbon 
dynasty should no longer reign in 
Spain; that it should be succeeded 
by his; and therefore hislmperial Ma- 
jesty required that the King should, 
in his own name and that of all his 
family, renounce the crown of Spain 
and the Indies, in favour of the dy- 
nasty of Buonaparte. 

It would be difficult to describe 
the surprise with which the royal 
mind of his Majesty was affected, 
and the consternation with which all 
those who were nearest to his person 
were struck at hearing of such a 
proposition. His Majesty was not 
yet recovered from the fatigues of 
a toilsome journey, when the same 
man who had made him so many 
protestations of security at Madrid, 
and on the road, who had drawn 
him from his capital and from his 
kingdom to Bayonne, on the pre- 
tence of adjusting matters of the 
greatest importance to both states, 
and of his being recognised by his 
imperial Majesty, had the audacity 
to be the bearer of so scandalous a 
proposal. 

On the following day, I was sent 
for by the Emperor to his royal pa- 
lace, where 1 found the minister of 
foreign affairs, M. Champagny, wait- 
ing to enter upon a discussion of the 
proposals verbally stated by General 
Savary. I instantly complained of 
the perfidy with which so important 
an affair was proceeded in; repre- 
senting that the king, my master, 
came to Bayonne, relying on the 
assurances given by General Savary, 
in the name of the Emperor, and in 
the presence of the Dukes del infan- 
tado, S. Carlos, D. Juan Escoiquiz, 
and myself,' that, his imperial Ma- 
jesty would recognize him at the ve- 
ry first interview between the two 


sovereigns, in the Imperial palace 
of Marac ; that when his Majesty 
expected to witness the realization 
of this promised recognition, he was 
surprised with the propositions above 
alluded to; and that his Majesty 
had authorized me to protest against 
the violence doue to his person, in 
not permitting him to return to 
Spain ; and as a categorical and fi- 
nal answer to the solicitation of the 
Emperor, that the King neither 
would nor could renounce his crown 
in favour of another dynasty, with- 
out being wanting in the duties he 
owed to his subjects and to his own 
character ; that he could not do so 
in prejudice to the individuals of his 
own family, who were called to the 
succession by the fundamental laws 
of the kingdom; and much less could 
he consent to the establishment of 
another dynasty, which ought alone 
to be called to the throne of the 
Spanish nation, in virtue of their ori- 
ginal right to elect another family 
upon the termination of the present 
dynasty. 

The minister of foreign affairs in- 
sisted on the necessity of the renun- 
ciation which had been proposed, 
and contended that the abdication 
signed by Charles the IVth. on the 
J9th. of March, had not been volun- 
tary. 

I expressed my surprise that the 
King should be importuned to re- 
nounce his crown, at the same mo- 
ment that it was asserted that the re- 
nunciation of his father was not his 
free act. I wished however not to 
be understood as entering into such 
a discussion, as I could not ac- 
knowledge the smallest authority in 
the Emperor to intermeddle with 
matters which were purely domestic, 
and peculiarly belonging to the Spa- 
nish government ; following in this 
respect the example of the cabinet 
of Paris, when it rejected as inad- 
missible the applications of his M a ' 
jesty, the royal father, in favour of 
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lib ally undfirst cousin, the unfortu- 
nate Louis XVI. 

Nevertheless, desirous of giving 
to truth and innocence a testimony 
which they alone bad a right to ex- 
act, I added, that three weeks be- 
fore the disturbance at Ar&njuez, 
Charles IV. in my presence, and that 
of all the other ministers of state, 
addressed her Majesty the Queen, in 
these words: “ Maria Louisa, we 
will retire to one of the provinces, 
wbeie we will pass our days in tran- 
quillity; and Ferdinand, who is a 
young man, will take upon himself 
the lurden of the government." 

I represented to him, that, on the 
17th. 1 8th. and 19 th. no violence 
was lone to his Majesty, in order to 
extort. an abdication of his crown, 
either by the people who had risen 
purdy from, the apprehension that 
his Majesty was going to remove to 
Sevi le, and thence to America ; or 
tn tie part of his son, the prince of 
Astir ias, or any other persons ; of 
Whitt fact the/rtiinisters of the corps 
dtpfowtfsfite, as well as all the per- 
tpaSiib^uttbe court, were fully con- 
KtQGtdi since all of them congratu- 
l&tet and complimented the new So- 
wegn, with the exception of the 
(fetch ambassador, who pretended 
that he had not been furnished with 
the necessary instructions, disre- 
gardng the example of his col- 
league*,. who were as little provided 
with nstructions from theic respec- 
tive courts. 

- I concluded with proving to him 
that he renunciation of the royal fa- 
ther vas only the consequence of 
hia Sajestjys predeliction for the 
traaquliiiy of a private life, and his 
perstmion that his constitution, en- 
febW by age and habitual indispo- 
IHfeA, was incompetent to support 
*4® hftyy burden of the government. 
*u;Tbh irrelevant objection having 
Veen tid, of, Mr. Champagny 
tto&adrthat the Emperor could ne- 
*trhi*ure of Spain, in case of a. 
W vrity the powers of the North, 


while the Spanish nation continued 
to be governed by a dynasty, who 
must regret to see its elder branch 
compelled from the nunarchy of 
France. 

I answered, that in a regular sys* 
tern of things, such prepossessions 
never prevailed over the interests of 
states, and that the political con- 
duct of Charles IV. since the treaty 
of Basle, afforded a recent proof that- 
Sovereigns paid little regard to fami- 
ly interests, when they were in op-, 
position to the interests of their do- 
minions; that the friendship between 
Spain and France was founded in 
local and political considerations, 
that the topographical situation of 
the two kingdoms was of itself suf- 
ficient to demonstrate how important 
it was for Spain to preserve a good 
understanding with France, the only 
state on the Continent of Europe with 
which she had direct and very ex- 
tensive relations, and consequently 
that every reason of policy induced 
Spain to maintain a perpetual peace 
with France. Besides, what. ground 
of suspicion had the Emperor with 
respect to a nation, who, to consw 
derations of interest, add the inflexi- 
ble and religious integrity with which 
at all periods, according to the ad- 
mission of French writers them- 
selves, they had preserved their fede- 
rative system f 

1 added, that there were reasons 
no less important why France should 
not endanger the continuance of 
that harmony which prevailed since 
the treaty of Basle, with equal ad-, 
vantage to herself and to Spain; that 
the Spanish nation, whose generosity 
and affection for their Sovereigns 
were proverbial, if from a principle 
of fidelity they had submitted to the 
caprices of despotism, when covered 
with the veil of Majesty, would,: 
from the operation of the same 
principle, display their well-known 
valour, when they saw their inde- 
pendence, and the security of their 
beloved Sovereign, violated ; that if 
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unfortunately France should com- 
mit to atrocious an insult, that power 
would lose'anally whose armies, fleet, 
and treasure, had in a great measure 
contributed to her triumphs; that 
England, which had in vain at* 
tempted to shake the good faith of 
the Spanish cabinet, for the pur- 
pose of separating her from France, 
would avail herself of such a conjunc- 
ture to diminish the force of her 
enemy, and to augment her own, by 
specific relations with a power which 
she would assist with money and 
with her forces by land and sea, in 
the glorious enterprize of defending 
our independence, and the security 
of our King and natural lord ; that 
the feeble colonies of France would 
not in that event find the maritime 
forces of Spain employed in obstruc- 
ting the plans of conquest entertain- 
ed by Great Britain ; and that the 
commerce of that power must inevi- 
tably come into competition at the 
Spanish market with the French 
merchandize, which is now peculiar- 
ly favoured. 

Besides these considerations, ha- 
ving a direct relation to the interest 
of both states, I expatiated on others 
bo less cogent, and connected with 
the character of the French cabinet. 

1 reminded the minister, that, on 
the 27th. of October last, a treaty 
was signed at Fontainbleau, wherein 
the Emperor guaranteed the inde- 
pendence and integrity of the Spa- 
nish monarchy as it then was; that 
nothing had since occurred which 
could justify its infraction ; on the 
contrary, that Spain had continued 
to add new claims to the confidence 
and gratitude of the French empire, 
as his Imperial Majesty himself had 
confessed, by the praises \yhich he 
Vestowed on the good faith and con- 
stant friendship of his intimale and 
first ally. 

What confidence, 1 added, pan 
Europe place in her treaties with 
France, when she looks to the per- 
fidy with which that oftbe 27th. of 


October has been violated? Aadr 
what must be her terror when she 
sees the captious means, the seduo* 
five artifices, and the false promise* 
by which his Imperial Majesty^ l»e 
confined the King in the dty^ei 
Bayonne, in order to despoil him §f 
the crown to which, with the infest* 
pressible joy of his people, he hah 
been called by the fundamental laws; 
of the kingdom, and the spontantM* 
abdication of his august father. ?#% 
terity will not believe that the Enpfcfe 
ror could have given so great nm ar 
to his own reputation, the low'# 
which will leave no means ofcottte 
ding a war with him; than thiltef 
total destruction and exterminate** 
This was the state of 'thfe distowr 
sion, when the Emperor, who kill 
overheard our conference, ordereNft 
to enter his own cabinet, wbereiti* 
my great surprise, 1 was 
his Imperial Majesty with the hfa* 
mous appellation of traitor, upot m 
other ground, than thathaving tot* 
minister to Charles IV* I contimfifi 
to serve his son Ferdinand^ VMteH® 
also accused tne, in an 4U>gty ttty- 
of having maintained, uv an oftokk\ 
conference with General Monfe^ 
that my master, in order ^orhtrbl'fe 
ing King of Spain, did not stanltflp 
need of the recognition of the 
peror, although that might be Wfer 
cessary, in order to continue 
lations with the French govern 
His Imperial Majesty manifll# 7 
still greater irritation on account # 
my having said to a foreign 
ster, accredited to the court of Sufity* 
that if the French army ofere^*^ 
violation to the integrity and 
pendence of the Spanish Soveregntyf* 
300,000 men would convinced*®* 
that a brave and generous 
was not to be insulted with impMHtytft 
After this ill treatment whe&*ff 
met with, which was 
to my own feelings, on aceoft® # 
the real cause of it, as it watpfe* 
fol on account of the Royal RfMP® 
age whose interest# wefcmqim Wt 


f 
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hi* Imperial Majesty, with his na- 
tural asperity, entered into a con- 
versation upon the points which had 
already been discussed. He was not 
insensible of the strength of my rea- 
sons, and the solidity of the argu- 
ments by which 1 supported the 
rights of the King, his dynasty, and 
the whole nation ; but his Majesty 
concluded by telling me, ‘I have a 
system of policy of my own. You 
ought to adopt more i liberal ideas; to 
be fas susceptible on the point of ho- 
nour, and not sacrifice the prosperity 
of Spain to the interest of the Bour- 
bon family * 

His Majesty, distrusting the ap- 
parent complacency with which 1 
received the attention which he was 
pleased to shew me, as 1 was taking 
leave of him, sent to inform the King, 
that upon the subject under discus- 
sion a more flexible negociator would 
be necessary. Whilst his Majesty 
was considering whom he should ap- 
point to succeed me in this negoci- 
ation, one of the many puppets who 
played their parts in this i.rtrigue, 
introduced himself to the archdea- 
con D. Juan de Escoiquiz, and per- 
suaded him to pay a visit to the mi- 
nister Champagny. He accordingly 
went, under the impulse of a most 
sealous regard for the interests of 
his Majesty, and prevailed on the 
minister of the foreign affairs, to 
communicate to him the most recent 
propositions of the Emperor, which 
the said seignor Escoiquiz immedi- 
ately put into writing, and a literal 
copy of them will be found in No. 4, 
of the annexed documents. 

In this state of things, his Majes- 
ty) impressed with the qualities 
which adorn the most excellent 
wignor, Don Pedro de Labrador, 
formerly minister to the court of 
Florence, and honorary councillor 
of state, invested him with full pow- 
ers ami suitable instructions, which 
may beseen in No. 4, ordering him 
to present them to the minister of 
foreign affairs, and' to demand his 


full powers in return, and that th# 
proposals of his Imperial Majesty 
should be communicated in an au- 
thentic manner. Both those demands 
were rejected by the minister Cham- 
pagny, under the frivolous pretext, 
that they xceremere matters of form , 
being wholly unconnected with the es- 
sential object of the negociation . 

Seignor Labrador insisted on the 
importance of both the one and the 
other requisites, especially in a mat- 
ter of such great consequence, ad- 
ding that without them he could dis- 
cuss no subject, and that the King 
his master required them to vary the 
instructions, if necessary, that had\ 
been given him ; but always in vain. 
Notwithstanding this, Seignor Cham- 
pagny talked of the last propositions 
of the Emperor, which were some- 
what, different from those presented 
by General Savary, but not less irri- 
tating and violent ; and he conclu- 
ded with telling Seignor Labrador 
that the prosperity of Spain and his 
own were at that moment within his 
power. 

This minister answered that her 
would communicate to the King his 
master these new proposals. He 
made those reflections upon theni 
which his talents, his zeal for the 
service of his sovereign, and for the 
good of his country, naturally sug- 
gested : and he stated that the wel- 
fare of his sovereign, and that of the; 
nation, were inseparably united.— 
He added, that to these two object# 
he had directed all his attention in 
various situations ; and, lastly, he 
said that he readily admitted that 
his own prosperity depended on the 
issue, because his fidelity to the 
King of Spain, and to his native 
country, as well as the reputation 
he had acquired by the faithful dis* 
charge of his duty, were connected 1 
with it. Seignor Labrador, before 
he terminated the conversation, ask- 
ed *M. Champagny if the King was 
in a state of liberty ? To which the 
French minister replied that thwtt 
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could be bo doubt o f it. On this, 
Labrador rejoined , ‘ Then be should 
be restored to his kingdom/ To 
this the Frenchman replied, ‘ that, 
in respect to his return to Spain, it 
was necessary that his Majesty should 
have a right understanding with his 
Imperial Majesty, either personally 
or by letter/ s 

This answer, added to the other 
circumstances, left no doubt in the 
mind of the King, that he was ac- 
tually at Bayonne in a state of ar- 
rest ; however, to give more osteu- 
sibihty to this violence extended to- 
wards his Majesty, 1 sent a note 
(No. 5 .) by his royal order, to the 
minister for foreign affairs, telling 
him that the King was determined 
to return to Madrid, to tranquillize 
the agitation of his beloved subjects, 
and to provide for the transaction of 
the important business of his king-, 
dom; assuring Mr. Champagny at 
the same time, that 1 would conti- 
nue to treat with his Imperial Ma- 
jesty, on affairs reciprocally advan- 
tageous. No answer was given to 
this communication, nor had it any 
Other effect than to increase the 
caution and vigilance before applied 
for the detention of his Majesty. 

Seignor Labrador was certainly 
not a fit person for their purposes, 
for be* was immediately got rid of 
under the pretence of his not hold- 
ing a rank corresponding to that of 
Monsieur Champagny, and that his 
natural disposition was too inflexible. 

The tricks of diplomacy could not 
prevail over the firmness of the King, 
or the zeal of his representatives, 
and the individuals of his royal 
household, who deliberated at a 
council (his Majesty being present) 
Upon the interests of the King and 
the nation ; so that the Emperor 
taw himself under the necessity of 
changing bis plan, in order to ac- 
complish his purpose, and he wished 
(hat the royal parents should depart 
for Bayonne, m order to make them 
inrtrumeuts of the oppression 


and disgrace of their son. Tor 
purpose he ordered the Grand Duk* 
of Berg to employ all bis arts to acf 
celerate their journey to Bayonne* 

, The royal parents required, that, 
the favourite should precedfe them* 
in their journey, and the Grand 
Duke made various applications te, 
the junta of government to pbtaut 
his liberty. The junta had noau* 
thority to liberate him, having ia, 
this point been laid under positive 
restraint by his Majesty’s . Qfdetg 
from Vittoria, as has been already 
mentioned ; but the council, misM. 
by the suggestions of his lmpmilL 
Majesty, and intimidated by 
threat that the Grand Duke w qhW 
obtain by irresistable force ivhfdr 
would not be conceded as a favour 
the junta ordered the release of Den 
Manuel Godoy, who was ifnmedhltt'i 
ly conveyed to Bayonne, under?** 
adequate escort. The decree (Na&)» 
in the hand-writing of the King, it 
ap authentic psoof of Ml* detefnir. 
nation of his Majesty as to this pm 
titular. .hi. 

- The royal parents undertook dwfr 
journey, and proceeded in it with left ' 
much rapidity for tbe unhappy state 
of health of Charles IV. but thaia* 
exorable will of the Emperor ha* 
determined that it should be so* ^r; 

What his Imperial Majesty un 
took was a most arduous task. 4k 
was necessary to his purposes tto 
deaden the sensibility of the KfagP 
to destroy his affection for hpsAftte 
born, which the most infamous 
intrigue ever contrived had4K>t^fat 
wholly extinguished. Furtbeftrit 
was necessary, that these loving-far 
tents, affectionate to some of iktijt 
children, should, with respect tftbHte 
substitute for their natural trtadfW 
ness the most frigid and crueldadiSt 
ference. To fulfil the purpose*? iM 
tended by Napoleon, in.fhfttttk 
with respect to tbe . royal pa wn * , 
they must become the instremraH 
of corrections and im p start* 

ment ; Ahay yew tq betpofe^ft 
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jailors of tftrtWrefo, His power, 
by triumphing over all the feelings 
Of nature, accomplished his purposes, 

1 have proved that the abdication 
cff the royal father at Aranjuez was 
a spontaneous act, and that the mo- 
tive to it was the partiality of his 
Majesty towards his disgraced fa- 
vourite. In Bayonne, he told the 
King, his son, that he did not wish 
to return to the throne of Spain ; 
notwithstanding that, he desired his 
Majesty should renounce the crown, 
to tnake a present of it to the Em- 
peror; that is, to present it to a 
Soveieign, who, in part at least, has 
been the origin of the difficulties Of 
Spain, the only cause of the loss of 
oar squadrons, the mover of the dis- 
turbances at court, and in the na- 
tion, and of the intended journey of 
the royal family to Seville, and from 
thence to America, prevented by the 
explosion of the 1 7th. of March. 

I leave to the wisdom of the So- 
vereigns of Europe to judge whether 
k be possible that a Monarch,, affec- 
tionate to his children, highly en- 
lightened, penetrated deeply by the 
principles of religion, and pious 
without superstition, could without 
violence forget for a moment all his 
duties to his family, and proscribe 
his whole dynasty, to call another 
to the throne, for whom he has no 
«$teetn, and, on the contrary, de- 
tte sts, as the plunderer of those thrones 
*bich have Come within the reach 
Of his ambition. If such be the 
Change, it is the most extraordinary 
revolution that history has presented 
to the world. 

Ferdinand VII; over-awed, a pri- 
*oner, and controuled by circum- 
stances, on the 1st. of May made a 
^owfitional renunciation of his cro\« n, 
ifr favour of his august father. (No. 7«) 
Thj this followed the letter of the 
royal father to his son, (No. 8,) and 
the very discreet answer of the royal 
the father, (No. 9). 

* On the 5th. of the same month of 
May, at four in the afternoon, the 


Emperor wefrt to visit the royal pa- 
rents, and continued in conference 
until five o'clock, when King Ferdi- 
nand was called in by his august fa- 
ther to hear, in the presence of the 
Queen and the Emperor, express 
sions so disgusting and humiliating, 
that I do not dare to record them. 
All the party were seated except 
King Ferdinand, whom the father 
ordered to make an absolute renun- 
ciation of the crown, under pain of 
being treated, with all his house*- 
hold, as an usurper of the throne^ 
and a conspirator against the life of 
his parents. 

His Majesty would have prefer** 
red death ; but desirous not to in- 
volve in his misfortunes the number 
of persons comprised in the threat of 
Charles IV. he assented to another 
renunciation, (No. 10,) which bears 
on its front all the indications of 
constraint and violence, and which 
in no respect answers its purpose, to 
colour over the intended usurpation 
of the Emperor. ■ 

These are the only instances of 
renunciation in which I have inter- 
fered as minister and secretary of 
state. That which is spoken of at 
Bourdeaux, 1 have not the least 
knowledge of; but I know the Em- 
peror, in the last conference with 
King Ferdinand VII. said to his Ma- 
jesty, “Prince, il faut oper entre Im 
cession et lamort ” — Prince, you have 
only to choose between cession and 
death” 

With respect to the rest, the whole 
world is apprized that Charles IV. 
renounced the crown to the Empe- 
ror at the time, that the prince of 
Asturias, his brother the*1nfante Don 
Carlos, and his uncle the infante 
Don Antonio, were forced to sur- 
render their rights. The Emperor, 
now believing himself proprietor of 
the crown of Spain, placed it on 
the head of his brother Joseph Nar. 
poleon, King of Naples. 

It has already been explained, that 
although the King left bis court for 
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* few days, he thought fit to sanc- 
tion a junta, of which the infante 
Don Antonio was to be president, 
with full powers to. determine for 
him and in his royal name, all sub- 
jects that would not permit of de- 
lay. Every night I sent a courier to 
this junta, communicating what ap- 
peared necessary for its information 
and direction. 

When the King arrived at Bay- 
onne (and on the day of bis arrival, 
the ambitious and violent intentions 
of the Emperor were communicated 
to him ), 1 began to fear that the 
extraordinary couriers would be in- 
tercepted, as was found to be the 
fact. Among the various disputes 
that 1 had with the Minister, Cham- 
pagny, on the different accidents 
that occasioned the detention of the 
Cabinet couriers, the answer that 
be gave me to a remonstrance of 
mine is sufficiently remarkable. It 
is to be seen among the documents 
in justification (No. 11.) In this 
situation of things, I took the pre- 
caution of sending duplicates by dif- 
ferent conveyances. By such means, 
I succeeded so far as to give infor- 
mation to the Junta of government 
ef the arrest and oppression to which 
the King had been exposed. 

' It was easy to foresee that the 
freedom of the Junta would nol.be 
lespected, since, notwithstanding 
all the offers and assurances of the 
Emperor, the liberty of the sovereign 
was violated at Bayonne ; and that 
the noble designs of some members 
of the same assembly would be ob- 
structed (although boldly declared), 
by the irresistible power of the re- 
presentative* of the Emperor. To 
this, no doubt, is to be attributed 
their not having consulted upon the 
awful condition of the kingdom, 
and the remedy for such a calamity, 
as well as not having appointed a 
Junta to assume the regency, in a 
place where the bayonets of the ene- 
my could not penetrate. 

The king was surprised th*t the 


Junta had not written; and the 
following post, when his Majesty 
had come to a determination incon- 
sequence, without losing a moment, 
1 sent a royal order to the Junta, 
that they should execute whatever ms 
expedient for the service of the Kifg 
and the kingdom , and that for that 
purpose they should employ all tks 
powers which his Majesty would pop 
s ess if he were himself resident vs ths 
kingdom (6). 

Nothing could be written that 
could' be more intelligible. Th# 
security of the means of common!* 
cation diminished every moment 
for I could not expect that the !m* 
peror would regard the sacredwp 
of a correspondence, since he pstf 
no respect to the person of tfc* 
sovereign to whom it was subser- 
vient. > . 

The Junta, notwithstanding, 
thought it was necessary to consult 
his Majesty, and to obtain his pr* 
ders as to various measures which 
appeared to them necessary for the 
salvation of the country ; and. for 
this purpose they sent to Bayonne,* 
confidential person of known zealin 
the royal service, to transmit ver- 
bally to the King the following pro- 
positions : — 

X. Whether his majesty thought 
fit to authorise the Junta to sub#** 
tute, in case of need, some pen** 
or persons of their own body, OF 
otherwise, to hold a council in * 
secure situation, where it could 
freely act ; and they entreated, hi* 
Majesty to signify who should coot* 
pose the council for that purppM, 
should he think the measure expe- 
dient. 

2. Whether it was the wish o£bU 
Majesty that hostilities should h# 
commenced against the French 9gr 

(6) The cabinet courier conveyfof 
this royal order was intercepted, » 
which account I sent a duplicate, which 
was received by the Junta, the men#* 
randum of which t have not beqn WW 
*o preserve# 
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my ; irid itl ftfct ease* when and how 
fhte purpose should be executed. 

3. Whether it were likewise the 
Wish of the King that we should 
drideavbur to prevent the entrance 
of more French troops into Spain, 
by guarding the passes on the fron- 
tiers. 

4. Whether his Majesty thought 
it would be right to convoke the 
Gortes, for which purpose a decide 
of his Majesty would be necessary, 
addressed to the royal council. It 
being posSibte that at the arrival of 
the answer of the King, the Junta 
Would not be at liberty to act, they 
asked whether any chancery or au- 
dience of the kingdom should be 
empowered, which was not within 
the reach of the French troops. 
Further, if the Cortes should be as- 
sembled, on what subjects of discus- 
sion it should proceed ? 

The person charged with these 
propositions, arrived at Bayonne on 
the 4th of May, at night : he came 
to* me immediately, and having dis- 
closed to me his business, I intro- 
duced him to his Majesty without 
losing a moment. 

The King having taking into con- 
sideration the four propositions sub- 
mitted to bis attention by the Jun- 
ta, sent in answer two royal decrees 
in the morning of the following day, 
the one written by his Majesty with 
bfe o\Vn hand directed to the Junta 
of government ; the other signed by 
his Majesty (“ Yo el Rey”) addres- 
sed in the first instance to the coun- 
cil, and next to any chancery or 
audience of the kingdom which 
should not be under restraint. 

These original decrees dispatched 
by me with all care, and under se- 
cure conduct, it is well known, ar- 
rived in the hands of one of the 
members of the Junta, who is now 
absent, and whose name was first 
mentioned ; but the Junta is ap- 
prized that he made no use of it, 
nor did he eversend to the council 


the decree wliteh was addvd»*B 
it. (7) 

The minutes of these two decree* 
are not iu my possession, because 
the critical situation of the King at 
Bayonne, and the necessity of avoid- 
ing the exposition of his views, Ob- 
liged me to destroy them. Not* 
withstanding this, I preserved them 
in my memor} T , and they are testi- 
fied and certified by the three Se- 
cretaries of his Majesty, D. Euse** 
bio Bardaxi y Azara, D. Luis de 
Onis, and D. Evaristo Perez de 
Castro, who were with me at Bay- 
onne, and saw and read the two ori- 
ginal decrees, the substance of which 
is as follows : — 

The King said to the Junta of 
government that he was not in a 
state of freedom, and consequently 
incapable of taking any measures for 
the preservation of the royal person 
and the monarchy. On that ac- 
count the Junta was entrusted with 
most ample powers to repair to any 
place that should be deemed most 
convenient ; that in the name of his 
Majesty, and representing his own 
person, they might exercise all the 
functions of sovereignty ; that hosti- 
lities should commence the moment 
when his Majesty should proceed 
to the interior of France, which he 
would not do, unless obliged by 
violence. Lastly, that in such a 
case, the Junta should prevent, in 

(7). When these two royal decrees 
came to the hands of the Junta, tho 
Grand Duke of Berg had been for some 
days president ; and the affair of the 
2d of May had taken place. The Em- 
peror, after the departure of the royal 
parents, precipitately and indecently 
forced from the capital all the members 
of the royal family, and sent them to 
Bayonne. But yet he had to take the 
important step of taking complete pos- 
session of the government, in order to 
which the bloody scene of the 2d of' 
May was exhibited: a scene of horror 
and iniquity, similar to what the mo- 
dern French have executed in other 
countries with similar designs. 

r f 
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tbe best manner they coaid, the in- 
troduction of more troops into the 
peninsula (8). 

In the decree directed to the roy- 
al council, and next to any chan- 
cery or audience, his Majesty said, 
that, in the situation in which he 
found himself, deprived of his liber- 
ty, it was his royal wifi that the 
Cortes should be assembled in such 
place as should appear most conve- 
nient ; that at first they should oc- 
cupy themselves exclusively in at- 
tending to the levies and subsidies 
necessary for the defence of the 
kingdom, and that their sittings 
should be permanent to determine 
what should be done on future 
events (<))• 

The disgraceful means, of which 
the Emperor availed himself to ob- 
tain the renunciation of the crown 
of Spain in his favour, have already 
been known ; but the violence of 
Bonaparte to accomplish his purpo- 
ses did not terminate there. Blin- 
ded as he was by 'the extravagance 
of his ambition, he could yet dis- 
cern how easily these acts of renun- 
ciation would be disposed of; and 
therefore he endeavoured to confirm 
them by the ^neans of a council, 

(8.) The perfect agreement between 
the recommendation of the King given 
to the Junta, in his royal decree of the 
5th of May, and the determination of 
hit faithful vassals, is very remarkable. 
We have seen that all the provinces of 
the monarchy rose spontaneously to 
resist tl*e oppressor, without having 
any knowledge of the will of their so- 
vereign. 

(9.) We, the three secretaries of the 
King, for decrees, certify, that we 
have seen and read in Bayonne, the 
two original decrees sent by his Majes- 
ty Ferdinand VII. on the 5th of May, 
in this year, which are mentioned 
abdvc ; and the substance of the con- 
tents of them, as far as we can recol- 
lect, is the same as is here stated. 

Eusebio de Rardaxi y Azara. 

LursDEONro. 

Evaiusto Perez de Castro. 

Madrid , Sept, 1., 1808. 


which he culled a national assembly, 
and which was to be convoked at 
Bayonne (10). 

He named about 150 Spaniards* 
of different classes, conditions, and, 
corporations, to constitute this as- 
sembly, but only about 90 were 
convened. A part of these, repre- 
senting some cities, tribunals, or 
public bodies, brought with them, 
instructions in the nature of powers* 
given them by those whom they re- 
presented, but wholly insufficient, 
to answer the purpose intended. 
The ministers of the council were* 
without any powers or instructions' 
whatever, a precaution adopted by 
this tribunal in conformity tatfe*. 
opinion of its commissioners, in or-* 
der to avoid all involuntary com-: 
promises. Most of the deputies had 
no other powers than merely an or* 
der to take tbeir departure, and 
many of them did not belong to 
any public body, or acknowledged 
class of the community. nr 

The Emperor fully expected, from 
the acquiescence of these indivi- 
duals, a mask under which to eon* 
ceal his usurpation. But be wot 
utterly deceived. Instead of finding 
weak men convenient to the designs 
of his mercenary ambition, be wen 
met by ministers incorruptible* 
Grandees worthy of their rank, and 
representatives who were faithful der. 
fenders of the interest and of the 
honour of their country. - They alb' 
with one accord, informed fiinr 
that they held powers much renfeie* 
ted, that they were not the legiti- 
mate representatives of Spain* and 

(IQ,) It is well known that this Junta 
was assembled at Bayonne, according 
to printed notice given on the 19t&trF 
May, to treat, as it was said, of * 
means of securing the happiness of 
Spain, but in fact, to propose the cvpc 
tinuarice of all the evils pf the formy 
system, and such rcforais and alters 
lions as were most likely to destroy d#' 
whole country and every province hi* 
longing ta iu i 
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that they pcmld not compromise her reason, that I should endeavour to 
rights. inflame heroism in my country, de- 

These and other similar reflections nominated insurrection in the Journ- 


were treated with insolence in the 
tribunal of the usurper, who, far 
from being discomfited, put into 
activity all the means of oppression, 
flattering himself that by victories 
on the one hand and corruption on* 
the other, he should so colour over 
injustice that he would not be con- 
sidered bv the world as the subver- 
ter of general tranquility. 

I do not enter into the particulars 
that occurred in this congress % hut 
one of the ministers of the council 
of Castile, who does so much ho- 
nour to his robe, will satisfy the 
curiosity of the public as to this 
particular. 

I ought not to speak of what 1 
have suffered for my King and coun- 
try: the truth is, 1 have not suffer- 
ed, for all I have done has been re- 
quired by my most sacreddu ties. It 
was to me the highest satisfaction to 
&»my lodging in Bayonne surroun- 
de<t4>y the satellites of government : 
t<£ these spies succeeded, who abound 
always were those are in authority 
Mo i it history usurp the characters 
of heroes. My steps were reckon- 
ed-*- *ny visits observed — espionage, 
under tho mask of compassion, ap- 
proached to examine the secrets of 
my soul ; but nothing disturbed the 
tranquillity of my mind. What I 
could not behold with patience, war, 
to see myself condemned to a con- 
finement ^within the frontier of 
France, until the Emperor should 
consider that my narration of the 
scandalous proceedings could not 
destroy the lofty fabric of the new 
Spanish monarchy. In vain, for 
two months, 1 applied to the minis- 


als of Bayonne. 

In such unfavourable circumstan- 
ces, a mode presented itself to me 
of avoiding a state of indefinite ba- 
nishment. Such were the repeated 
entreaties of Joseph Napoleon that 
1 should continue with him in the 
situation of minister, to which I ac- 
ceded with repugnance and from 
constraint, but without prejudice of 
my right to abandon it at a conveni- 
ent opportunity. 

This opportunity occurred the mo- 
ment I set foot in Madrid. From 
that instant I only thought of avail- 
ing myself of the naost early means 
of resigning my new character, which 
I did in the manner shewn in docu- 
ment No. 12. 

Joseph Napoleon could not be 
grieved at the disappearance of a 
minister who so frequently opposed 
his wishes (ll), and who, in the 
opinion of some of those who imme- 
diately surrounded him, was a 
quixote in his maxims, who could 
not comprehend the sublime intentions 
of the greatest of heroes in favour of 
the regeneration of Spain. 

1 have shewn in this narrative 
with clearness and fidelity, the se- 
ries of the principal events in this 
important epoch, carefully avoiding 
to enter into minute particulars fo- 
reign to my ofbject, or which should 
make this exposition too prolix ; 
and 1 have endeavoured to place be- 
fore my readers, in its true point of 
view, all the injustice and violence 
with which the French government 
has conducted itself towards our 
beloved Sovereign, and the whole 
nation. 


tef for foreign affairs, with the ut- 
most importunity to be permitted to 
Wurn to my beloved country ; the 
determined resistance 1 made to the 
attempt of usurpation made the 
French government deaf to my en- 
treaties! believing, not without good 


(11,) I may particularly instance the 
affair of the oaths, when Joseph Bona- 
parte arriving at Madrid, wanted to 
compel every body to swear allegiance 
to him ; and that of the banishment of 
the council of Castilo to Bayonne, for 
its noble resistance. 
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It has already been proved, that 
the renunciation of Charles IV. in 
favour of his son Ferdinand VII. is 
vitiated in no respect. In the slight 
sketch which we have of the perfidi- 
ous and deceitful arts with which 
the Emperor has made the progress 
we have seen, the series of atrocious 
insults offered to Spain, and to the 
unfortunate King Ferdinand VII. 
remains depicted in indelible co- 
lours. 

The Emperor alarms Charles IV. 
in order that he may induce him to 
take flight for America, with all the 
royal family, and abandon the pe- 
ninsula to the former : he lights up 
the flames of discord between the 
royal parents and their child, in or- 
der to debilitate Spain, dividing it 
into parties, after having disgraced 
the royal persons ; he draws Ferdi- 
nand VII. from his court by false 
promises; he makes him captive in 
Bayonne ; and when he saw that the 
virtue of the young king knew how 
to resist his designs, and that Ferdi- 
nand could not be induced to re- 
nounce his crown, he occasioned 
him to be brought to Bayonne, with 
all the other personages of the royal 
family, as if to present them bound 
before the Imperial tribunal, which 
was both judge and party in the 
same cause. He endeavours to de- 
prive the parents of the sensibilities 
of nature, and forces them to become 
the instruments of the oppression of 
their child. From the latter he ex- 
torts a renunciation, the most irre- 
gular and illicit transaction amongst 
the affairs of men ; and by a series 
of abdications exacted by the same 
illegal and violent expedients, he 
believes that he has become the pro- 
prietor of the crown of Spain ; he 
transfers it to his brother, without 
considering the infamy to which he 
would be exposed in the cabinets in 
Europe, by the usurpation of the 
throne of a monarchy, his friend and 
ally. 

Who can doubt, from this clear 


evidence, that the renunciation exe- 
cuted by Ferdinand VII. in favour 
of his august father, and that which 
succeeded in favour of the Emperor, 
are absolute nullities? Who will 
doubt, but that if the last should 
have emanated from a free exercise 
of the will, the rights of the dynasty 
of Bourbon are not prejudiced by 
it ? Who does not know, that in 
case of the extinction of such a fa- 
mily, and by the very establishment 
of the Spanish monarchy, the nation 
alone can invite another dynasty, or 
can introduce such a form ofgovern- 
ment as it shall most approve ? 

In another part of this narrative, 
I have shewn that Ferdinand VII. 
was too honourable to suppose that 
the Emperor could entertain such 
atrocious designs. The King desired 
to free Spain from the oppression of 
the French troops; it was promised 
him, that this and all other matters 
should be regulated with the Empe? 
ror, and that he should return to 
his kingdom with the fruit of his 
exertions for the good of his vassals; 
and no hour of his life was unsea- 
sonable to him to exert himself for 
their happiness. This 1 saw, and 
can testify. During his confinement, 
nothing afflicted his generous heart 
so much as the sufferings of his peo- 
ple ; and when his liberty began to 
be doubtful, he adopted the means 
the most agreeable to his paternal 
solicitude : such was the order which 
he gave for the regency, naturally 
sought, when his freedom was inter- 
rupted ; and such was the command 
that the Cortes should be assembled 
to determine those questions, vvhicb 
in their proper places have been no- 
ticed. 

Valour and patriotism have sue? 
cessfully armed the whole nation in 
its own defence, and for the proteo* 
tion of their legitimate sovereign, 
although the people had no know- 
ledge of the will of their beloved 
Ferdinand as to this movement. Thai 
patriotism, united to wisdom, .wiD 
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now impel them irresistibly to per- 
form with promptitude the most im- 
portant work of the central govern- 
ment or regency, which may admi- 
nister the affairs of the kingdom in 
the name of his Majesty. 

Thus will be completed for the 
advantage of all, the last expression 
of the will of the King, which he 
condescended to use the moment 
before he was forced to renounce 
the crown ; thus will the nation be 
preserved from this dreadful tem- 
pest ; it will have exhibited before 
Europe an example of loyalty, 
honour, and generous energy, which 
will be the subject of admiration in 
every age, and in every country. 

Pedro Cevallos.. 

Madrid , Sept. 1, 1808, 

DOCUMENTS. 

NO. 1 . 

Secret Treaty between his Catholic Ma- 
jesty and his Majesty the Emperor of 
tfie French , by which the High Con- 
tacting Parties stipulate every thing 
fcspecting the future condition of Par- 
*" tugal . 

Wontainbleau , October 27, 1807. 
We, Napoleon, by the Grace of God 
and the Constitution, Emperor of the 
french, King of Italy, aud Protector of 
the Confederation of the Rhine, having 
seen and examined the treaty concluded, 
arranged and signed at Fontainbleau, 
Dct. 27, 1807, by the general of divi- 
sion Michael Duroc, grand marshal of 
Our palace, grand knight of the legion 
of honour, &c. &c. in virtue of the full 
powers conferred by us upon him for 
this purpose, with Don Eugenio Izqui- 
erdo de Ribera y Lczaun, honorary 
councillor of state and war to his Ma- 
jesty the King of Spain, who was also 
furnished with full powers by his sove- 
reign, wliiph treaty is of the following 
tenor : — 

His Majesty, the Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, and Protector 
pf the Confederation of the Rhine, aud 
his Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, 
wishing to regulate by common consent 
the interest of the two states, and to 
determine the future condition of Por- 
tal, in a way that shall he consistent 


Di< 


with sound policy as to both countries, 
have named for their ministers plenipo- 
tentiary; that is to say, his Majesty 
the Emperor of the French, King of 
Italy, and Protector of the Confedera- 
tion of the Rhine, general of division 
Michael Duroc, grand marshal of the 
palace, grand knight ot the legion of 
honour: and his Catholic Majesty, King 
of Spain, Don Eugenio Izquicrrio do 
Ribera y Lezaujj, his honorary council- 
lor of state and of war, both which mi- 
nisters having exchanged their full pow- 
ers, have agreed as follows : — 

Article I. The province of Entro 
Mino y Duero, with the city of Oporto, 
shall be made over, it) entire property 
and sovereignty, to his Majesty the 
King of Etruria, with the title of King 
of Northern Lisutania. 

II. The province of Alantejo, and 
the kingdom of the Algarves, shall bo 
made over, in entire property and sove? 
rcignty, tp the Prince of Peace, to be 
by him enjoyed under the title of Princp 
qf the Algarves. 

III. The provinces of Beiro, Tras lot 
Montes, and Portuguese Estramaduro, 
shall remain undisposed of until there 
be a general peace, to be then disposed 
of according to circumstances, and con» 
formable with what may be agreed up- 
on between the two high contracting 
parties. 

IV. The kingdom of Northern Lusi- 
tania shall be held by the descendants 
of his Majesty the King uf Etruria her 
rediiarily, and according to the laws of 
succession which are established in the 
family on the throne of Spain. 

V. The principality of the Algarves 
shall be held by the descendants of the 
Prince of Peace hereditarily, and ac- 
cording to the laws of succession which 
are established in the family on the 
throne of Spain. 

VI. If there should be no descendants 
or legitimate heirs of the King of Nortbr 
ern Lusitania, or of the Prince of the 
Algarves, these countries shall he dis- 
posed of by investiture by the King of 
Spain in a manner so that they shall 
never be united under one head, or an? 
nexed to the crown of Spain. 

VII. The kingdom of Northern Lusir 
tania and the principality of the Al- 
garves shall acknowledge as protector 
bis Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, 
and in no case the sovereigns of those 
countries shall make peace or war witht 
opt his consent* 
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VIII. In case the province's of Beira, 
Tras los Montes and Portuguese Es- 
tramadura, held in sequestration, should 
devolve at a general peace to the house 
of Braganza, in exchange for Gibraltar, 
Trinidad, and other colonies, which 
the English have conquered from Spain 
and her allies, the new sovereign of 
these provinces shall have, with respect 
to his Catholic Majesty the King of 
Spain, the same obligations as the King 
of Northern Lusitania, and the Prince 
of Algarves, and shall hold them under 
the same conditions. 

IX. His Majesty the King of Etruria 

cedes the kingdom of Etruria, in full 
property and sovereignty, to his Majes- 
ty the Emperor of the French aud King 
of Italy. • 

X. As soon as the provinces of Por- 
tugal shall be definitively occupied, the 
different princes who are to possess 
them shall mutually appoint commis- 
sioners to ascertain their natural boun- 
daries. 

XI. His Majesty the Emperor of the 
French and King ofltaly guarantees to 
bis Catholic Majesty, the King of Spain, 
the possession of his dominions on the 
continent of Europe, situated to the 
sooth of the Pyrenees. 

XII. His Majesty the Emperor of the 
Freoch and King of Italy engages to 
recognise his Catholic Majesty the King 
of Spain, as Emperor of the Two Ame- 
ricas, when every thing is ready for his 
Majesty's assuming that title, which may 
be either at the general peace, or at 
farthest within three years therefrom. 

XIII. The two high contracting pow- 
ers shall mutually agree upon an equal 
partition of the islands, colonies, and 
other transmarine possessions of Por- 
tugal. 

XIV. The present treaty shall be 
kept secret. It shall be ratified, and 
the ratification shall be exchanged at 
Madrid, within twenty days, at the la- 
test, from the date of its signature. 

Done at Fontainblcau, October 27, 
1807. 

(Signed) Duitoc, 

E. IZQUIERbO, 

We have approved, and do hereby 
approve, of the preceding treaty, and 
all and every of the articles therein con- 
tained. We declare it to be accepted, 
ratified, and confirmed ; and promise 
that it shall be inviolably observed. 

In witness whereof, we have execu- 
ted these presents, signed with our own 
hands, and sealed with our Imperial 


seal, at Fontaiobleau, the 20th day of 
October, 1807. 

(Signed) Napoleon. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Ch^mpagnt, 

The Secretary of State, Maret. 
no. ir. 

Secret Convention concluded at Fontain- 
blcau between his Majesty the King 
of Spain and his Majesty the Emperor 
of the French , by which the two high 
contracting parties adjust all that re- 
lates to the occupation of Portugal . — 
At Fontainblcau, 27th October ,1807. 
Napoleon, by the grace of God and the 
Constitution, Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, and Protector of the Con- 
federation of the Rhine, having seen 
and examined the convention concluded, 
arrauged, and signed, at Foutainblean, 
on the 27th of October, 1807, by the 
general of division Michael Duroc, 
grand marshal of our palace, grand Cor- 
don of the legion of honour, &c. &c. 
in virtue of the full powers with which 
wc thereto conferred upon him, on the 
one side ; and on the other side by D, 
Eugenio Iaquierdo de Riberay Lezaun, 
Honorary Councillor of state and of 
w ar to his Majesty the King of Spain, 
equally furnished with full powers by 
his Sovereign — -the tenor of which con- 
vention are as follows. — 

His Majesty the Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, and Protector 
of the confeiation of the Rhine, and 
his catholic Majesty the King of Spaiu, 
being desirous of entering iuto an ar- 
rangement with respect to the occu- 
pation and conquest of Portugal, ac- 
cording to the stipulations of the treaty 
signed this dAy, have appointed, viz. 
His Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, and Protector of the 
Confederation of the Rhine, the General 
of division Michael Duroc, Grai^d 
Marshal of his palace, Grand Cordon 
of the legion ot Honour, and bis ca- 
tholic Majesty the King of Spaiu, Don 
Eugenio isquierdo de Ribera y Lezaun, 
his Honorary Councillor of state aBdof 
war, who, after exchanging Lfieir full 
powers, have agreed upon the following 
articles ? 

I. A body of French imperial troops* 
consisting of 25,000 infantry and SOOQ 
cavalry, shall enter Spain, and mareft 
direct for Lisbon ; they shall be joined 
by a body of 8000 Spanish infantry 
and 3000 cavalry, with 30 pieces (rf 
tillery. 
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II. At the same time a division of 
Spanish troops, consisting of 10,000 
nien, shall take possession of the pro- 
vince of Entre-Minho-Docria, ana of 
the city of Oporto ; and another divisi- 
on of 6000 men, also consisting of 
Spanish troops, shall take possession 
of Alantejo, and the kingdom of Al- 
garves. 

III. The French troops shall be sub- 
sisted and maintained by Spain, and 
their pay shall be provided by France 
during the time occupied by their march 
through Spain. 

IV. The moment that the combined 
troops hare entered Portugal, the go- 
vernment and administration of the 
provinces of Beira, Tras Ios Montes, 
and Portugueze Estramadura (which are 
to remain in a state of sequestration), 
shall be vested in the general com- 
manding the French troops ; and the 
contributions imposed thereon shall 
accrue to the benefit of France. The 
provinces that are to form the kingdom 
of Northern Lusitania, and the princi- 
pality of the Algarves shall be adminis- 
tered and governed by the generals 
commanding the Spanish divisions which 
shall enter the same j and the contri- 
butions imposed thereon shall accrue 
td the benefit of Spain. 

V. The central body shall hjf under 
the orders of the commandep^of the 
French troops, to whom also the Spanish 
troops attached to that army shall pay 
obedience. Nevertheless, should the 
King of Spain or the Prince of Peace 
think fit to join the said body, the 
French troops, with the general com- 
manding them, shall be subject to their 
order. 

VI. Another body of 40,000 French 
troops shall be assembled at Bayonne 
by tlie 20th of November next, at the 
latest, to be ready to enter Spain for 
the purpose of proceeding to Portugal, 
in-case the English should send rein- 
forcements therein, or menace it with 
attack. This additional corps, however, 
shall not enter Spain until the two high 
contracting parties have come to an 
agreement on that point. 

VII. The present convention shall 
be ratified, and the ratifications ex- 
changed at the same time with those of 
t!ie treaty of this date. 

Done at Fontainbleau, October, 27 
. 1807. 

(Signed) Duroc. 

E, Izquieroo. 


We have approved, and hereby ap- 
prove, the foregoing convention, in all* 
and every of the articles therein con- 
tained, declare it to he accepted, rati, 
fied and confirmed, and pledge our- 
selves that it shall be inviolably ob- 
served. 

In witness whereof, we have executed 
these presents, signed with our own 
hand, countersigned, and sealed with 
nnr Imperial seal, at Fontainbleau, the 
29th of October, 1807- 

(Signed) Napoleon. v 

The minister of Foreign affairs, 

Cnampagny. 

The Secretary of State, IL Maret. 

[No. III. is a letter from the Emperor 
to Ferdinand VII. a copy of which, with 
a few trifling variations, appeared in okr 
Register for May last, p. 308.] 

No. iv. 

Instruction* furnished to his Excellency 
Don Pedro Labrador. 

Most Excellent Seignor. — Your Ex- 
cellency is acquainted with the propo- 
sitions made on the day of the King’* 
arrival in this city, and of what passed 
at the conference in which I discussed 
them with the minister of foreign affairs. 

The propositions recently made by 
the latter, differing in some respect, 
hut no less inadmissible, are of the fol- 
lowing tenor : — 

J. That the Emperor has irrevocably 
determined that the Bourbon dynasty 
shall no longer reign in Spain. 

2. That the King shall cede his rights 
to the crown both in bis ow n name and 
that of his sons, should lie have any. 

8. That should this point be agreed 
upon, the crown of Etruria shall be 
conferred upon him and his descendants, 
according to the terms of the Salique 
law. 

4. That the infante Don Carlos shall 
make a similar renunciation of his rights, 
and that he shall have a right to the suc- 
cession to the crown of Etruria, in de- 
fault of issue of the King. 

5 : That the kingdom of Spain shall 
henceforth be possessed by one of the 
brothers of the Emperor. 

6. That the Emperor guarantees its 
complete integrity, and that of all its co- 
lonies, without suffering a single village 
belonging to it to be separated from it. . 

. 7. That in like manner he guarantees 
the preservation of religion, property, 
&c. &c. 
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8. That should hia Majesty refuse King, vrith the* tfate df tmp&t * of At 

those propositions, he shall remain with- Two Americas* Nothing baS intcTvAttro 
out compensation, and his Imperial to destroy this treaty; On the dorftrtfy, 
Majesty will carry them into execution Spain has added new claims td thap^- 
by consent or force. titude of France. 

9. That if his Majesty agree and de- The King has resolved not teyieHtl# 
mand the niece of the Emperor in mar- the importunity of the Erapctor; mJ- 


riage, this connection shall be immedi- ther his own honour, nor his duty lb 
ately secured on the execution of the his vassals, permit him to do so. TmM 
treaty. he cannot compel to accept the dv*8*y 

These propositions were discussed in of Napoleon ; much less can he depfitiS 
the junta where the King presided. I them of the right they have to elect** 
there stated my Opinion, which was notber family to the throne whefl ih* 


adopted by your excellency and the 
other members, and approved by his 


reigning family shall be extinct. 

It is not less repugnant to the feeihfgi 


Majesty who is desirous that instruc- of the King to receive, as a compac- 
tions should be prepared for your Ex- tion, the crown of Etruria : for, besidtt 

.. «• r . r J .i ' * . ? . .» . — 


celiency accordingly. 


that that country is under thd ftuthd&y 


Your Excellency knows that promi- of its legitimate sovereign, whom m 
ses the most flattering, and assurances would not prejudice, his Majetty* is 
the most positive, were made and given contented with the crown that P#S# 
to the King by the Grand Duke of Berg, deuce had given him, has no #i& fe 
by the ambassador of France, and by separate himself from Ins Subjects, tfftob 
General Sava ry by direction of the Em- he loves with paternal affection, Add 
peror, who said that no obstruction from whom he has received the mbit 
would arise to his acknowledgment as unequivocal proofs of respectful att'aCh- 
tovereign of Spain; that nothing was ment. 


desired hostile to the preservation of 
the integrity of the kingdom ; and you 


If on account of this refusal theftn- 
peror think fit to rosort to fofee, lu* 


are apprised that these representations Majesty hopes that Divine Justice, tne 
drew him from Madrid to pay his com- Dispenser of Thrones, will protddf Ills 
pliments to his intimate ally, who he just cai^e, and that of his kingdom, 
supposed would return with him to As y<ftr Excellency is deeply pehfc- 
the capital, from the statements of those trated with thesb principles and has 


three, and where splendid accommoda- 
tions were provided for the Emperor, 


already displayed them with thateftei0 
with which justice arms the mb* jtf 


The journey of his Imperial Majesty probity, and the zealous friend t&' n» 
was deferred; hut the King, seduced King and country, it is needtess forme 
by new promises, made by General Sa- to detail prolix instructions for ycttV 
vary, in the name of his Imperial Ma- guide, you being a minister, in 
jesty, continued his progress to this patriotism and affection to the ft 
city. interests his Majesty reposes/ull cOwt 

Your Excellency should ask M. Cham* dence. , 

pagny if the King beat full liberty, and God preserve your Excellency rillify 
if he be so he may return to his domi- years. 

nioiis, and give audience to the pleni- Pedro CEVALtd# 1 * 

potentiary, to whom the Emperor may [For Don Pedro Gomez LabraiW&1 
confide his powers. If not free, your Bayonne, April 27, 1808. 

Excellency knows that every act is ab- - 

Sdutely nugatory, and consequently no. v. , 

whatever may be agreed wilt have no Official Dispatch from Don Pedr$ Cfr 


other effect than to stain the reputation 
of the Emperor before the whole world, 
the eyes of which are fixed upon his 


vallos to the Minister of State # 
Emperor of the 28 th of April , 180 
Most Excellent Sir. — Although 


conduct, and who knows what Spain agitation of mind to which the wlp 
has already done in favour of France. Spanish nation would have been subif! 


I have shewn to your Excellency the has hitherto been restrained by wlfSJ 
treaty of the 27th October last, by has been printed and pttblishea by 


which the Emperor has guaranteed the Grand Duke of Berg, and by tft t&S 
integrity of Spain in the person of the French generals in that cOtratry, wfie 
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ctftfo* the sentiments of peace and good no. vi. 

uitdefstandittg which the Emperor of Royal Decree addressed to^the Supreme 
the French and King of Italy was de_ Council of Castile, by Ferdinand \IL 
«fods of maintaining with the King my Soon after the Prince of Peace was 
mister ; and also on account of the arrested, frequent and earnest entrea- 
jtonrances which the ambassador of bis ties were made by the Grand Duke of 
Imperial Majesty in Madrid, the Grand Berg, by the ambassador of France, and 
Dhke of Berg, and General Savary, by General Savary, in the name of the 
had 1 given to his Majesty of the ap- Emperor, my intimate ally, that he 
preaching arrival of the-Emperor in the should be delivered up to the French 
•aid city ; on which account, the King troops, that he might be conveyed to 
determined to proceed to Burgos to France, where his Imperial Majesty 
meet him, to shew this public mark of would order him to be tried for the ofc 
his affection, and of the high esteem he fences he had committed. These solici- 
ted for his person : it has now become tations were generally accompanied, 
impossible longer to answer for the with threats in case of refusal, to carry 
tranquillity of such a numerous people, him off by force. InVittoria they were 
especially as they are apprised that the repeated with equal importunity ; and 
King has been six days in Bayonne, and I wishing to form the most prudent de- 
they have no assurance of his return to termination, consulted with the Duke 
Spam. In such a state of affairs, his of Infantado and the infanteCarlo9, with 
Majesty must be anxious for the repose Don Juan Escoiquiz, and with Don 
of h is oeloved subjects, and for this Pedro Cevallos, my principal secretary 
purpose to return to their bosoms to of state. This minister on that occasion, 
tranquillize their agitation, and to at- said, ‘Sire, if I were to yield to my 
tend to the heavy demands of public own personal feelings, I should inune- 
business, as his absence would expose diateiy recommend the surrender of 
his people to incalculable mischiefs, the Prince of Peace. But such a senti- 
whicb would fill his heart with the most ment ought to he stifled, and in truth I 
poignant grief. This speedy return, his do stifle it when I contemplate the duty 
Majesty promised in the most solemn you owe to your own sac «ed person, 
manner to his people, grounding his and the obligations you are under to 
engagement on the assurances of the administer justice to your subjects in- 
Emperor, that he should shortly be re- jured by Dnn Manuel Godoy. This 
stored to his country, and acknowledged obligation is essential to the sovereignty, 
to be her Sovereign by his Imperial and your Majesty cannot disregard it. 
Majesty. without treading under foot whatever is 

His Majesty has, therefore, ordered most respectable among men. Under 
me to communicate to you these obser- this view, I chink you ought to answer 
vatiorts, for the purpose of your sub- the Emperor, informing him, at the 
mitting them to the consideration of same time, that your Majesty has offer- 
Ms Imperial Majesty, whose approba- ed to your august parents to save him 
tion they will doubtless meet; and his from the penalty of death, should be he 
Majesty, my master, is ready to treat capitally convicted by the council. By 
in his dominions with his Imperial Ma- your compliance with this proposal, 
JCsiyon all convenient subjects, with your Majesty will give to the world a 
such persons as the Emperor should be proof of your magnanimity, to your be- 
pleased to authorise for that purpose.(*) loved parents a proof of your affection, 
rr*L- .. . and the Emperor will he gratified in 

() This dispatch was not answered, observing with what wisdom you dis- 
»nd produced an effect precisely the c | lltrge the dcmHnds 0 f j u5tice and 
contrary of what might have been ex- 
pected in a regular course of things, offered, the King complained in severe 
The spies within, and the guards with- terms, on which the governor employed 
out the palace were doubled. The King, polite language, and manifested much 
for two nights, indured the insult of an disapprobation of such conduct; but 
Algnizil, who, stationed at the door, this did dot prevent the repetition, and 
ordered his Majesty and the infante' probably this offensive circumstance 
Bon Carlos to retire to their apart- would have been repeated, had riot the 
wents. The first time the insult was King abstained from going oat at night. 


TOli. IV. 
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conciliate the expectations of his Impe- 
rial and Royal Majesty.’ 

All approved of this salutary advice, 
and I did not liesitate a moment in 
adopting it, and proceeded to act up- 
on it. 

I communicated it to the council 
with the fit circumspection, to serve 
for their. information and direction; and 
also that they may. take the most active 
measures to protect the houses and fa- 
milies of the four denounced persons. 

i, THE KING. 

Bayonne, April 26, 1808. 

To the President of the Council. 

no. vh. 

Letter of the Kitg to his Father , 
Charles IV. 

My honoured father and lord— your 
Majesty has admitted that 1 had not 
the smallest participation in the pro- 
ceedings at Aranjuez, intended, as is 
notorious, and as your Majesty knows, 
not to disgust you with your throne 
and government, hut to maintain both, 
and not to abandon the vast multitude 
w hose maintenance depends upon the 
throne itself. Your Majesty also told 
rne that your abdication had been 
spontaneous and that if any one should 
attempt to persuade me it was other- 
wise, I should not belie ve them, for it 
was the most pleasing act of your life. 
Your Majesty now tells me, that though 
your abdication was most certainly an 
act of your free will, you nevertheless 
reserved in your mind a right to resume 
the reins of government when you 
should think proper. I have therefore 
enquired of your Majesty, if you were 
disposed to resume your sceptre, and 
your Majesty has replied that you nei- 
ther would return to the throne or to 
Spain. Notwithstanding this, your Ma- 
jesty desires me to renounce in your 
favour a crown, conferred upon me by 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, 
on your free resignation of it. To a 
son who has always heen distinguished 
fo his love, respect, and obedience to 
his parents, nothing that can require 
the exercise of these qualities can be 
repugnant to his filial piety, especially 
when the discharge of my duty to your 
Majesty, as a son, is not in contradic- 
tion to the relation I bear, as a King, 
to rfiy beloved subjects. In order that 
both these, who demand my highest re- 
gard, may not be offended, and that 
your Majesty may be pleased with my 


obedience, in the present circumstances,, 
I am willing to resign my crown in 
vour of your Majesty, tinder the follow, 
ing limitations: — » 

1. That your Majesty will return fo 
Madrid, whither I shall accompany yon 
and serve you as the most dutiful son*, 

2. That there a Cortes should be Sir 
sembled ; or, if your Majesty should 
otfjeci to so numerous a body, thatjdl 
the tribunals and deputies of the kiqgr 
dom should he convoked. 

8. That in the presence of tbiscqOiK 
cil my renunciation should he executed 
in due form, and the motives stated 
which induced me to make it. These 
are, the love I bear to my subjects* 
and my wish, to make a return . for thfljc 
affection towards me, by securing their 
tranquillity, and relieving them froty 
the horrors of a civil waF, by means of 
a renunciation, having for its object year 
Majesty’s resumption of the sceptty 
aud your return to govern subjects 
worthy of your love and affection. 

4 That your Majesty should not be 
accompanied by individuals whp bayft 
justly excited the hatred oi the whole 
nation. 

5. That should your Majesty, as I 
am informed, be neither disposed Jt* 
reign in person, nor to return to Spam, 
in such case^hat I should govern in 
your royal name as your lieutenant* 
There is no one who can have a claim 
to be preferred before me. I ara sum- 
moned thereto by the laws, the wishes 
of my people, and the love of my sub- 
jects; and no one can take more zeal- 
ous and bounded interest in their pros- 
perity. My renunciation, confined w;tb- 
in these limits, will appear in the cyro 
of the Spaniards a new proof of OJ 
preferring their preservation to .tfif 
glory of governing them, afid Europe 
will deem me worthy of governing • 
people to whose tranquillity I barf 
shewn myself ready to sacrifice whatever 
is most flattering and alluring in human 
estimation. That God may preserve 
the important life of your Majesty 
for many happy years, i^the prayer, m 
your loving and dutiful son, whopTO** 
traies himself at your royal feet. , > ■ . 

jebdixau*- 

Bayonne, May 1, 1808. 

[No. VIII. Is a Letter from Charts 
Iv. to his son Ferdinand, a copy 0* 
which appeared in the Pol. Reg* & 
May, p. 308.] 
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NO. IX. 

Letter written by King Ferdinand VII . 

to his August Father , in answer to the 

preceding. 

My honoured Father and Lord. — I 
received the letter that your Majesty 
condescended to write to me, dated 
yesterday, and I will endeavour to an- 
swer all the particulars with that mode- 
ration and respect which is due to your 
Majesty. 

Your Majesty speaks, in the first 
place, with respect to the alteration in 
jfour political conduct towards France, 
after the peace ofBazle; and, in truth, 

I •‘believe there is no individual m Spain 
who has complained of it; rather all 
were unanimous in praising your Ma- 
jesty for your confidence in, and fidelity 
to the principles you had adopted. Mine, 
in particular, were entirely similar to 
your own; and I have given irrefragable 
proofs of it from the moment when 
your Majesty abdicated the throne in 
my favour. 

Had the affair of the Escurial, which 
your Majesty states originated in the 
hatred with which my wife inspired me 
against France, your ministers, my 
beloved mother, and your royal self, 
been examined with alt the legal forms, 
it would have evidently proved the con- 
trary. Notwithstanding I had not the 
least influence, and no liberty beyond 
the shew of it, guarded, as I was, by 
domestics whom you put round me, 
yet the eleven counsellors chosen by 
your Majesty were unanimously of opi- 
nion, that there was no ground for the 
accusation, and that the supposed cri- 
minals were innoceut. 

Your Majesty talks of the distrust 
created by the entrance of so many fo- 
reign troops into Spain ; and that if 
your Majesty recalled from Portugal 
your troops, and united those that 
were in Madrid, at Aranjuez and its 
neighbourhood, it was pot to abandou 
your subjects, but to support the glory 
of the throne. Will your Majesty per- 
mit me to remind you, that no alarm 
need have been given by troops enter* 
ing as friends and allies, but on the 
contrary, that it ought to inspire addi- 
tional confidence. Your Majesty will 
likewise permit me to observe, that 
the orders given by your Majesty, were 
for a journey with the royal family to 
Seville, and the, troops were to keep 
open that road. There was no person 
who was not persuaded that this was 


for the transport of your Majesty and 
the royal family to America. Your Ma- 
jesty also published a decree to quiet 
the minds of your subjects irt this parti- 
cular ; but as all preparations were 
made, and it was manifestly seen, that 
the coast of Andalusia was to see tl>« 
royal family assembled, despair took 
possession of the public mind, and the 
movement of Aranjuez was the conse- 
quence. The part I took in it your 
Majesty knows, which was no other 
than by your command, to go to pro-, 
tcct from the fury of the people the 
object of their hatred, because lie was 
believed to be the proposer of the 
journey. 

Let your Majesty ask the Emperor of 
the French, and his Imperial Majesty 
will no doubt tell you what he said to 
me in a letter that he wn'ote to me at 
Vittoria, viz. that the motive of his 
Imperial and Royal Majesty was, to 
induce your Majesty to make some re- 
forms, and to separate from your person 
the Prince of Peace, whose influcnco 
was the cause of every calamity. 

• The universal satisfaction that his 
arrest produced throughout the whole 
natiou, is an evident proof of the truth 
of what the Emperor declared. As to 
the rest, vour Majesty is the best wit* 
ness that in the midst of the commotion 
at Aranjuez, not a word was whispered 
against your Majesty, nor against the 
person of* any one of the royal family ; 
on the contrary, they applauded your 
Majesty with the greatest demonstra- 
tions of joy, and professions of fidelity 
to your august person. On this ac- 
count, the abdication of the throne 
which you made in my favour, surprized 
every body, and myself among the rest; 
for nobody expected it, or would have 
solicited it. Your Majesty yourself 
communicated your abdication to all 
your ministers, enjoining them to ac- 
knowledge me as their natural lord and 
Sovereign. You communicated it ver- 
bally to the diplomatic body, professing 
that your determination proceeded from 
vour spontaneous will, and that you 
had before determined upon it. You 
yourself told it to your beloved brother, 
adding at the same time, that the sig- 
nature which your Majesty had put to 
the decree of abdication, was the hap- 
piest transaction of your life ; and 
finally, your Majesty told me perso- 
nally three days afterwards that I should 
pay no attention to any assertion of tta 
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abdication being involuntary, inasmuch 
as it was in every respect free and spon- 
taneous. 

My supposed hatred to France in no 
respect appeared by my conduct : the 
contrary will appear by my actions, of 
which I will give a rapid narrative. 

Your Majesty had scarcely abdicated 
the crown in my favour, before l ad- 
dressed various letters from Aranjuez 
to the Emperor of the French, which 
are so many proofs that my principles 
With respect to the relations of fiicnd- 
ship and strict alliance happily subsis- 
ting between the two states, were the 
same that your Majesty had inspired 
me with, and had yourself inviolably 
observed. My journey to Madrid was 
one of the strongest proofs that I could 
give to his Imperial and Royal Majesty 
of the unlimited confidence I placed in 
him, since Prince. Murat had entered 
Madrid the day before with a great pari 
of his army, and the city being garri- 
soned, it was the same as if I had deli- 
vered mvself into his hands. During 
two days of my residence in the capital, 
I was informed of the particular cor- 
respondence of your Majesty with the 
Emperor of the French, and I found 
that your Majesty had recently solicited 
a Princess of his family to connect me 
with it, and to insure more effectually 
in this way the near union and alliance 
which was to subsist between the two 
states. Accommodating myself entirely 
to these principles, and tp the wish of 
your Majesty, I wrote a letter to your 
Majesty, requesting the Princess in 
marriage. 

I sent a deputation to Bayonne to 
compliment, in my name, his Imperial 
end Royal Majesty. A short time af- 
terwards, I induced my beioved bro- 
ther, the Infant Don Carlos, to set off, 
that he might pay his respects to the 
Emperor op the frontiers. Not con- 
tent with this, I myself left Madrid, on 
the faith of the assurances given me by 
the ambassador of his Imperial Ma- 
jesty, the Grand Duke of Berg, and 
General Savary, who had ju9t arrived 
from Paris, and who entreated an au- 
dience to tel! me on the part of the 
Emperor, that his Imperial Majesty 
only expected of me to follow the sys- 
tem with regard to France which your 
Majesty adopted ; in which case, the 
Emperor would acknowledge me as 
King of Spain, and all the rest would 
be forgotten. 


Full of reliance on these promises, 
and persuaded that I should be met by 
his Imperial Majesty, I arrived at this 
city; and on the same day that I arri- 
ved, verbal propositions were made to 
some of my attendants, quite different 
from those which had been before sug- 
gested, which neither my honour, my 
conscience, nor my duty would permit 
me to concur in, since the cortes had 
sworn me to be their Priflce and Lord ; 
nor were they consistent w ith what I 
had lately sworn, when I accepted the 
crown that your Majesty abdicated ia 
my favour. 

I cannot comprehend how any letters 
of mine could have come into the pos- 
session of the Emperor which prove my 
hatred against France, since I have 
given so many proofs of my Friendship 
towards him, and have written nothing 
to indicate such n disposition. 

A copy of the protest had been lately 
shewn me, which your Majesty made 
to the Emperor, in die nullity of the 
abdication ; and yet w hen I arrived in 
this city, and asked you respecting it, 
you told me distinctly, that the abdi- 
cation was voluntary, although not 
intended to be permanent. I asked 
you at the same time, why you did not 
apprise me of this before it was exe- 
cuted, and your Majesty answered, 
that you did not choose it ; from which 
may be inferred, that there was no vio- 
lence used, at least not by me: it 
could not be known that your Ma- 
jesty intended to resume the reins of 
government: on the contrary, you told 
me, that you neither would reign, nor 
return into Spain. 

Id the letter that I had the honour to 
put into the hands of your Majesty on 
this account, I signified my disposition 
to renounce the crow n in your favonr, 
when the cortes should be convened — 
and if not convened, when the council 
and deputies of the kingdom should he 
assembled ; not because I thought this 
was necessary to give effect to the re- 
nunciation, but because [ thought it 
convenient to avoid injurious novelties, 
which frequently occasion divisions and 
contentions, and to have every thing 
attended to which respected your Ma- 
jesty’s dignity, my own honour, and the 
tranquillity of the realm. 

If your Majesty should not chuse to 
reign in person, I will govern in your 
royal name, or in my own ; for nobody 
but myself can represent your person, 
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possessing as I do, in mj own favour, 
(He decision of (be laws, and the will 
of the people ; nor can any other per* 
890 have so much interest in their pros- 
perity. 

To your Majesty T repeat again, (bat 
h spen circumstances and under such 
conditions, Iain ready tQ accompany 
your Majesty to Spain, there to make 
my abdication in the foriji expressed. 
Inrespect to artist your Majesty has 
saW of not wishing to return to Spain, 
w ( jth (ears in my eyes I implore you, 
by al) that is most sacred in heaven and 
earth, that in case you do not chuse to 
re-aacend the throne, yop will not leave 
a country so long known to you, in 
which you may chuse a situation best 
suited to your injured health, and where 
you may enjoy greater comforts and 
*IWJ}£ u 'llity °f mind than in any other. 

Finally, I beg your Majesty most 
affectionately, that you will seriously 
consider your situation, and that you 
will reflect on the evil of excluding our 
dynasty for ever f^om the throne of 
Spain, and substituting in its room the 
imperial family of France. This step 
Mre cannot take without the express 
Consent of all the individuals who have. 
Of may have, a right to the crown; 
much less without an equally expressed 
(Consent of the Spanish people assem- 
bled in cortes in a place of security ; 
and besides, being now in a foreign 
country, it would be impossible that 
fle could persuade any one, that we 
«Cted freely ; and this consideration 
alone would annul whatever we might 
an d might produce the most fatal 
port sequences. 

•Before I conclude this letter, your 
Majesty will permit me to say, that the 
PWaellers whom your Majesty calls 
JWdious, have never advised me to 
derogate from the love, rpspect, and 
honour that I have always professed to 
70 ur Majesty, whose valuable life I 
ptay God to preserve to a happy and 
flood old age. 

4 cast myself at your Majesty’s royal 
your most dutiful sou. 


tipn of the crow* in yo^tr^favonr. I 
hhve believed it to be obligatory upon 
me to modify the renunciation by such 
conditions as were agreeably to the re* 
spect due to yopr Majesty, to (he trail* 
quillity of my dominions, and to the 
preservation pf my honour and ebarac- 
ter, It is not without grcat*astoi>ish- 
mept, that I have seen indignation pro* 
dpced in the royal mind of your Ma- 
jesty, by modifications dictated by pru- 
dence, and called for by the love that 
I bear to niy subjects. 

Without any other ground, your Mar* 
jesty thought proper to insult me in the 
presence of my venerable mother, and 
of the Emperor, by appellations the 
most humiliating; and not content with 
this, you require my renunciation with* 
out any conditions or restrictions, under 
pain that I, and those who composed 
my council, should be treated as con- 
spirators. In such a situation^!' things, 
I make the renunciation which your 
Majesty commands, that you mav rev 
turn to the government of Spain, ii) 
the state in which you were on the 19tb 
March, when your Majesty made the 
spontaneous abdication pf your crown 
in my favour. 

May Gdd preserve the valuable life 
of your Majesty many years, which is 
the prayer of your loving and dutiful 
son, prostiate at your royal feet. 

Ferdinand* 
Bayonne, May 6, 1808. 

KO. XI. 

Note of the French minister for fa~ 
reign affairs , M. de Champagny t 
in reply to one from D. Pedro Cc* 
vail os, in which it is complained f 
that a cabinet courier dispatched by 
order of Ferdinand the VI 1th. with 
documents for Madrid had been 
detained , and in which he applied 
for passports for another. 

‘ The minister for foreign affairs 
has received the note which Seignor 
de Cevallos did him the honour to 


. Ferdinand. 

... payotyie. May*, 1808. 

no. x. 

fetter from the King to his Fathetr 
Charles IV. 

Venerable Father and Lord — I depo- 
rted in the royal hands of your Ma- 
^ftsty on the 1st current, the repuacia. 


address to him, complaining of the 
obstruction of the courier of his ex- 
cellency. This measure was occa- 
sioned by a notification that his lm* 
perial Majesty had required, that 
no other King should be acknow- 
ledged than Charles the lVth. From 
this results as a necessary eonse- 
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quepce, that the Emperor cannot 
^ulmit in his territory any act in the 
jiature of a passport given in the 
name of any other King, and for the 
tame reason that the minister could 
not countersign the new passport 
which Seignor Cevallos had sent him. 
But he hastens to apprise you, that 
all the letters which the courier con- 
veyed, and which have been detain- 
ed, have beeti put into the hands of 
the French postmaster, who will 
provide that they shall be sent to 
Burgos and Madrid with the greatest 
punctuality, and the same will be 
done as to all others, that the Spa- 
niards, whether in France or Spain, 
choose to have conveyed, either by 
the ordinary post, or by a French 
courier. All will be transported to 
their respective destinations with the 
most scrupulous exactness, and the 
correspondence between the two 
states, far from experiencing any 
interruption, will acquire new acti- 
vity. 

‘ M. de Champagny, in sending 
this note to Seignor de Cevallos, has 
the honour to assure him of his high 
consideration/ 4 

1 Bayonne, April 29, 1808/ 


No. xu. 

Resignation by Seignor D. Pedro Ce- 
vallos of his office of minister for 
foreign affairs, into the hands of 
Joseph Napoleon , on the 28th. of 
July. 

* Sir — -A t the time your Majesty 
bad the goodness to invite me to 
continue in the employment of mini- 
ster for foreign affairs, I believed 
that I ought to submit to your no- 
tice some reflections, according to 
which your Majesty could neither 

♦ While the Emperor intreated the 
King to renounce the throne in his fa- 
vour, no difficulty was made in coun- 
tersigning the passports that I gave in 
his royal name, but as soon as the 
French government saw its hopes dis- 
appointed, it refused passports to every 
dispatch. 


have the least confidence in me, or 
1 the least security in your Majesty's 
protection, since I found roywtf hK 
jured, and carefully watched by the. 
Emperor your august brother, whose 
influence over your Majesty *s mind 
could be in no respect favourable to 
me. 

‘ Your Majesty persisted in your 
resolution, telling me that you w«w 
anxious to have near you persons 
possessing the esteem of the nation; 
but I having no other wish than to 
return to my native land, which 
had been denied to me after two 
months application to his Imporill 
and Royal Majesty, it was necessity 
for me to accept the nomination of 
your Majesty, to put an end to the 
lamentable separation from my 
mily and fellow- countrymen, reser- 
ving always the right which naoHOi 
can renounce, of adhering lo-the 
vote of the majority of the natfon^to 
case itsho'uld not be disposed!# its' 
knowledge your Majesty fdr 
sovereign. : \ 

‘ To your Majesty I have sift 
shewn, that Spain is almost unani- 
mously opposed to recognize youftl 
King; and if this claim be warttiftf 
to you, there is no other by ifbHM 
your Majesty can continue sovereign 
of these kingdoms. Thus citctHI* 
stanced, I should be a traitor to, *r 
own principles, if I were to coxttfefefr 
to exercise a ministerial capacity^' 
cepted under such circumstttifth# 
and not from a desire to haveJfW' 
influence in the government of'W’ 
Majesty, which I renounce Si# 
this moment, to go into retif&abfift' 
where 1 will consecrate to my .dflr 
happy country my wishes and tdilf 
for its calamities and di stress ed 
which I should be glad to re(H0ty 
for the happiness of a nation notts* 
generous, loyal, and brave/ 11 1 

. APPENDIX 

Respecting the manner in wkicktks 
Grand Duke of Berg obtained^ 
surprise au Order from iheJfafc 
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of Government to deliver over to 
him the Person of the Prisoner , D . 
Manuel Godoy . 

• Ever since the Grand Duke of 
Berg, Lieutenant-General of tbe ar- 
mies of the Emperor, set his foot on 
the teriitory of Spain, he endeavour- 
ed, by every possible artifice, to im- 
press. a general opinion, that he 
came for our happiness, and to ef- 
fect certain useful reforms in our 
government ; studiously giving it out 
that he would protect the cause of 
the Prince of Asturias, and that he 
would oppose the Prince of Peace, 
who was the object of universal ha- 
tred with the nation. Neither did 
lie neglect to give forth some hints 
of the great influence of the Queen 
in public affairs. It was very well 
known, that this only was necessary 
to captivate the affections of the op- 
pressed Spaniards; and since his 
mission had for its object what we 
have since seen, it must be acknow- 
ledged, that the calculations of the 
Emperor of the French, his master, 
were well grounded. 

As, however, all things in this 
world are subject to change, the 
ever-memorable movements at Aran- 
juez occurred, and subverted all this 
plan. Scarcely had the Grand Duke 
of Berg become acquainted with 
them, than he altered his scheme, 
and appeared to take a great inte- 
rest in the fate of Don Manuel Go- 
doy, with whom he had held corres- 
pondence of the nearest intimacy, 
although he was not personally known 
to him. Jt was not concealed from 
his sagacity that the rpyal parents 
took great interest in the protection 
of their favourite. Then it was that 
he began to take the most efficacious 
measures to liberate Godoy from 
prison; but all this was ineffectual, 
as long as their beloved Kfng, Fer- 
dinand VII. remained at Madrid. 
The Grand Duke of Berg was not 
dismayed by this circumstance; but 
scarcely had his Majesty arrived at 
Burgos, when he renewed his appli- 


cation to obtain what he had long 
wished ; threatning, in case a nega- 
tive was given, that he would use 
tbe force at his disposal to effect his 
purpose. 

The junta, nevertheless, resisted 
his first application, and consulted 
the King as to what they ought to 
do in such critical circumstances. — 
His Majesty was pleased to acquaint 
them with the answer he had given 
on the same subject to the Emperor 
of the French, who had himself so- 
licited the release of the prisonfer, 
and which answer is as follows : — 

‘ The Grand Duke of Berg and 
the ambassador of your Imperial 
and Royal Majesty have, on diffe- 
rent occasions, made verbal appli- 
cations that Don Manuel Godoy, 
prisoner for a crime against tbe 
state in the royal palace of Villavi- 
ciosa, should be put at the disposal 
of your Majesty. 

‘ Nothing would be more agreea- 
ble personally to myself than to ac- 
cede to your wishes; but the conse- 
quences would be so serious if I 
were to do so, that 1 think it right 
to submit them to the prudent con- 
sideration of your Majesty. 

‘ Consistently with one of the du- 
ties of my situation, which is toad- 
minister justice to my people, 1 have 
ordered the most dignified of the 
tribunals of my kingdom to judge 
Don Manuel Godoy according to 
the laws. I have promised to my 
people that 1 would publish the re- 
sult of a process on which depend* 
the honour of a great number of my 
subjects, and the preservation of 
the. rights of my crown. Through- 
out the whole extent of my domi- 
nions, there is not a single district, 
however small, which has not ad- 
dressed complaints to the throne a- 
gainst that prisoner. All my sub- 
jects have signified their joy in a re- 
markable manner, from the moment 
that they were informed of the arrest 
of Don Manuel Godoy, and all have 
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tbeir eyes fixed on the proceedings 
and decision of this cause* 

Your Majesty, a wise legislator 
and a great warrior* can easily de- 
termine the weight of these conside- 
rations; but if your Majesty feel 
yourself interested in the life of D. 
Manuel Godov, I give you ray royal 
word, that if* after a full examina- 
tion of his case, he should be con- 
demned to death, I will remit that 
punishment, in consequence of the 
interposition of your Imperial Ma- 
jesty. 

4 May God preserve the life of 
your Imperial Majesty many years/ 
4 Furbinand/ 

4 Vittorio , April 13, 1803/ 

The royal order of the same date 
also apprised the junta, that if the 
Grand Duke of Berg renewed his 
« applications in favour of Godoy, he 
should be answered, that his busi- 
ness was in treaty between the two 
sovereigns, and that the result de- 
pended exclusively on the decision 
of the King. His Majesty having 
been informed that his royal parents 
(ill informed no doubt) had com- 
plained to the Grand Duke of the 
ill treatment of the Prince of the 
Peace in his prison, his Majesty 
commanded me, notwithstanding his 
conviction of the delicate treatment 
observed by the Marquis of Castelar, 
that I should direct him, that the 
greatest care should be taken of the 
health of the prisoner, which 4 1 did 
under the same date. 

Scarcely had the Emperor re- 
ceived the letter of the King, when 
with his accustomed haughtiness he 
abused it, and wrote to the Grand 
Duke of Berg, telling him that the 
Prince of Asturias had put the pri- 
soner, Don Manuel Godoy, at his 
disposal, and commanding him vi- 
gorously to claim the surrender of 
his person. Nothing more was ne- 
cessary for Murat, whose character 
is naturally daring and violent, and 
he sent the following note to the 
junta: — 


* The Empefoi* and King hiring 
informed his imperial and Royal 
Highness the Grand Duke of Berg, 
that his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Asturias had just written him, 
telling him that he referred the fate 
of the Prince of the Peace to his dis- 
posal ; his Highness in consequence 
directs me to inform the junta of 
the intentions of the femperor, on 
account of which 1 repeat the re- 
quest for the delivery of t fie Prince, 
that he may be sent into France. 

4 This determination of his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Asturias, per- 
haps, has not yet reached thejunta. 
In this case it appears that his Royal 
Highness must wait for the answer 
of his Majesty the Emperor; but the 
junta will see, that to answer the 
Prince of Asturias will be to de- 
cide a different question, and it is 
known, that his Imperial Majesty 
cannot recognise as King any other 
than Charles IV. 

4 1 beg the junta to take this note 
into their consideration, and to have 
the goodness to answer me on the 
subject, in order to give an explana- 
tion to his Imperial Highness the 
Grand Duke of their decision. 

4 The government and the Spanish 
nation will see in this resolution ot 
his Imperial Majesty, only a new 
proof of the interest he takes in 
Spain ; because, in removing to a 
distance the Prince of the Peace, he 
wishes to deprive malevolence itself 
of the possible belief that King 
Charles will restore to power and to 
confidence one whom he has resigned 
forever; and further, the junta of 
government certainly will do jus- 
tice to the exalted sentiments of his 
Majesty the Emperor, who would 
not abandon his faithful ally. 

4 I have the honour to offer to 
thejunta the assurance of my high 
consideration. 

‘The general in chief of the etat 
major-general, 

4 Augusto Belliard/ 

4 Madrid) April 20, X80S T 
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tie added Verbally, to this note 
frvch atTofcJous and unheard of threats, 
that thti junta, no doubt, fearful lest 
* thejr Atoould be realised, and that 
the tranquillity of Madrid would be 
ftilraken, had the weakness to accede 
to the proposition, and commanded 
the Marquis de Castdar, by order 
of the King* the same night, 10 de- 
liver up the prisoner, which in fact, 
ivas done with great repugnance on 
liis part, and on the part of all the 
i>fficet* who had him id custody. 

A proper regard to truth requires 
that it Should be said, that Don 
F*ranciscd ' Gil, secretary of state 
and of marine affairs, and in conse- 
quence member 'of the junta of go- 
vern meat j opposed the surrender of 
the prisoner, because it was not au- 
thorised by the King. 

It is difficult to conceive how, af- 
ter swrh direct acts as those that arc 
stated, the junta of government 
should proceed to inform the Coun- 
cil and the public, by the means of 
two extraordinary gazettes, that the 
Prince of li'ke Peace had been deli- 
vered up by order of the King. The 
same difficulty .occurs, how this jun- 
ta could endeavour to excuse its 
weakness, by distorting expressions 
of the official correspondence; as 
for example, a passage in the dis- 
patch addressed to the council, 
which this tribunal, in its manifest, 
folio 14 of the quarto, cites in the 
following tortus — 

1 As to. what respects the prisoner 
Don Manud Godoy, the King com- 
mands me to inform the junta, in 
order that they may make the pro- 
per use of this notice, that his Ma- 
jesty esteems too highly the wish ex- 
pressed by the Emperor of the 
French, not to gratify it, extending 
at the same time generosity in favour 
of a criminal who had offended the 
royal person.’ 

With little reflection it ought to 
have occurred to them, that this 
supposed ^rder was not intended to 
give liberty to the prisoner, but that 
vox IV. 
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the King Wa k 'disposed to extend ge* 
nerosity towards him out of respect 
to the Emperor. In order to know 
what species of generosity this was, 
it was only necessary to recur to the 
decree which his Majesty addressed 
to the council, and which it has in* 
serted, folio 15 of the same edition. 
Under the saffie date of the 1 8th. of 
April, a royal order was addressed 
to the Marquis de Castelar, not- 
withstanding his Majesty's firm per- 
suasion that his royal parents la* 
boured under a mistake, directing 
that every care should be taken of 
the health of the prisoner ; and if at 
the same time the King had com- 
manded that the junta of government 
should have set him at liberty, such 
a precaution with regard to hi$ 
health would have been idle and ri- 
diculous. Besides this, when the 
junta of governineni*gavc au account 
to the King of the considerations and 
motives that they had for setting the 
prisoner at liberty, which are the 
s^me that have been stated, his Ma- 
jesty commanded me to reply in the 
following terms v .— 

4 The King is made acquainted 
with the motives the junta of govern- 
ment had for the delivery of the pri- 
soner without his order * 

The two chief officers of the first 
secretary of state, and of the cabinet 
his Majesty, and his secretaries of 
decrees, Don Eusebio de Bardaxi y 
Azara, and Don LuisdeOnis (thro' 
whose hands they were passed) cer- 
tify this statement of the junta, and 
of the reply of the King. 

I have considered it to be my duty 
to publish these transactions, that 
the whole nation may be informed 
of the circumstances which occasion- 
ed the surrender of Don Manuel 
Godoy, which is falsely attributed 
to his Majesty, who never could 
think of abandoning the solemn pro- 
mise he gave to his bdoved people, 
to judge him according to thb laws, 
and that we should on this account 
be more strongly confirmed in thfe 
Ji k 
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ardent affection we cherish for our 
beloved King Ferdinand VII. whom 
God restore, as soon as possible, for 
the completion of our happiness. 

‘We, Don Eusebio Bradaxi y 
Azara, and Don Luis de Onis, secre- 
taries of decrees to our Lord the 
King, and principal officers of the 
first secretary of state, and . of the 
cabinet, certify the fact of the re- 
presentation of the junta of govern- 
ment, and the answer returned to it 
by the King; and that they were 
conceived in the terms stated by the 
most excellent seignor Don Pedro 
Cevallos, in his Expositions; the 
documents having passed through 
our hands, and which we Authenti- 
cate by our signatures. 

Eusebio de Ba roast y Azara. 

Louis de Omis. 

Madrid , Sept. 3. 1808. 



INSTA LLATION OF TH E SUPREME 
JUNTA, 

AT THE PALACE OF ARANJUEZ. 

List of the Members Assembled. 

PRESIDENTAD INTERIM. 

The Most Excellent Senor the Conde 
de Florida Blanca. 

ARRAGON. 

Don Francisco Palafox, Don Lo- 
renzo Caloe. 

ASTURIAS. 

The Most Excellent Senor Don 
Melchor de Jovellanos; the Mar- 
quis de Campo Sagrado. 

(old) Castile. 

Don Lorenzo Bonifaes de Quintan* 
— — Valdas, absent. 

CATALONIA. 

The Marquis de Villel, the Marquis 
de Sabazona. 

, CORDOVA. 

The Marquis de la Puebla, pon 
Juan de Dios Rabe. 

estremadura. 

Don Martin de Garoy, Don Felix 
de ( Ovalle. 

_ ORAN ADA. 

Don Rodrigo Requel inde, .Don Luis 
Gines de Gines y Salido. 
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* JAEN. 

Don Sebastian deTocano, Don Fran* 
cisco Paula Castanedo. 

FOR MAJORCA; AND TUB AD- 
JACENT ISLANDS. 

Don Tomas de Vizi, Don. Josef 
Sanglada de Tajores. 

MURCIA. 

Tbe Most Excellent Senor the Pre- 
sident, ad interim, the Senor 
Marquis de Vi Bar. 

SEVILLE. 

The Senor Archbishop of Laodicea,. 
the Conde de Tillt. 

. TOLEDO. 

Don Pedro de Bibero, Don Josef 
* Garcia de la Torre. 

VALENCIA. 

The Conde de Contamina, El Prin- 
cipe de Pio. 

In consequence of the agreement 
of yesterday, the 24tb insL made 
in a preparatory conference, and by 
which it was resolved, that at half- 
past nine o'clock this morning, the 
supreme central junta of govern- 
ment of the kingdom should be in- 
stalled (to which effect ail the most 
serene deputies, present in this royal 
residence, amounting to morO than 
two-thirds of the number which 
should compose the junta of go- 
vernment, who are mentioned alpha- 
betically in the margin, were sum- 
moned) ; the ceremony was observed 
in the following manner : — 

The said most serene deputies as- 
sembled in the sacristy of the chapel 
belonging to the palace of this royal 
residence, and when formed, seated 
themselves on the benches placed 
on both sides for that purpose. They 
then heard mass, which was cele- 
brated by the most excellent the 
Archbishop .of Laodicea, coadjutor 
of the Archbishop of Seville, and 
deputy of that kingdom; after which 
the following oath, which had been 
previously taken by that prelate, 
was administered to him, upon tbe 
book of the Holy Evangelists, to all 
the most serene deputies 

“ You swear by GoD&nd his holy 
evangelists,. and by Jesus. Christ 
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crucified; whofce 'sacred image you 
have here present, that in the em- 
ployment and functions of a member 
of the central supreme junta of go- 
vernment of the kingdom, you mil 
defend y end promote the preservation 
and increase of our holy, catho- 
lic, apostolic, and Roman religion ; 
that you will be loyal to, and defend 
our august Sovereign Ferdinand VII, 
and his rights and sovereignty ; that 
you will promote the preservation 
of our rights and privileges, opr 
laws and usages, and especially those 
relative to the succession in the 
reigning family, and those also which 
Are particulaily laid down in the 
same laws ; and finally, that you 
will promote every thing conducive 
to the general welfare and happiness 
of this kingdom, and the ameliora- 
tion of its customs, keeping secret 
every thing that should be so, pro- 
tecting the laws from every evil, 
and persecuting their enemies even 
at the hazard of your life, safety, 

and property. *So l swear” 

• H -If you do so, God be your 
helper; and if not, may he punish 
you, as one who has taken his holy, 
uame in vain/' Amen. 

A solemn Te I)(um was sung by 
the community of barefooted monks 
of St. Pasqual of this place ; and 
this religious act being concluded 
the junta passed m front of the find 
battalion of light troops of Valencia, 
which was formed in two files from 
the entrance of the chapel to the 
staircase of the royal palace, and 
adjourned to one of the principal 
halls destined at present for the sit- 
ting of the juntas. 

In th is public prcceeding,and among 
the multitude of people of all classes 
and conditions who were assembled, 
the greatest interest and enthusiasm 
Were discovered in favour of Ferdi- 
nand VII. His name resounded on 
all sides, together with that of the 
junta, who had just sworn, before 
God and man, at the hazard of their 
%9 restore to his throne, a So- 


vereign so beloved, to defend ou r 
holy religion, and our laws, usages* 
and customs. The opening of the 
gates of the royal palace, which had 
been so long shut, the melancholy 
solitude of the magnificent habita- 
tion, of our Kings, and the remem- 
brance of the epoch at which, and 
of the reasons for which they were 
shut up, drew tears even from the 
firmest of the spectators, who per- 
formed the most affectionate and in- 
teresting action, and the most useful 
in exciting vengeance against the 
causes of those evils, and a just con- 
fidence in the subjects who, after 
incurring such danger in so just a 
cause, nevertheless present them- 
selves in as great number as is ne- 
cessary to bring it to a happy termi- 
nation. Such, doubtless, is what 
we ought to hope from the union and 
fraternal affection with which the 
united kingdoms are mutually ani- 
mated. The enthusiasm and interest 
felt by the people increased, when 
the most serene deputies proceeded 
to the great gallery of the principal 
front of the palace, from which the 
actual president, ad interim. Count 
Florida Blanca, again proclaimed 
our beloved King Ferdinand, and 
the people followed, often increasing 
their lively acclamations o(joy, and 
the affections with which they were 
inspired by a body, who were to 
fulfil such great hopes, which were 
the more properly conceived, in 
proportion to the dignified sincerity 
with which the most august pro- 
ceeding which the nation has ever 
witnessed, has been celebrated. 

The most serene deputies being 
placed in their respective statifins, 
and the president having pronoun- 
ced a short but appropriate dis- 
course, the junta declared itself 
legitimately constituted, without 
any prejudice to the absentees, who 
according to the agreement of yes- 
terday, are to pompose the junta of 
government, in absence of pur King 
and master, Ferdinand V1L and. 
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ordered a literal certification of tfcis 
act to be drawn up, and directed to 
the president of the council, for his 
information, and that of the tribunal 
In the mean time communications 
are made to him of the last orders 
agreed upon. 

Martin dr Garoy. 

General Secretary ad interem. 

Royal Palace of Arunjucz, Sept. 25. 


.PORTUGAL 


PROCLAMATION 

By the British and French Commis- 
sioners, for seeing carried into effect 
the Convention agreed upon between 
the respective Commanders in Chief. 
For the fulfilment of the stipulations 
made in t he convention agreed upon for 
the evacuation of Portugal by the 
French army, That property of every 
kind, confiscated, or seized, frpm the 
subjects, or other persons residing in 
Portugal, whether of the royal palace, 
royal and public libraries, and museums, 
and from individuals that arc still ex- 
isting in Portugal should be restored : 

We, the commissioners for seeing car- 
ried into execution the 8aid treaty, as 
his excellency the commander of the 
French army has already notified to his 
.army, think it also right to make pub- 
lic the same tor the information of all 
concerned, and for facilitating the re- 
stitution, or the receiving back such 
property, we have judged it expedient 
to appoint a committee of three persons, 
Lieut. Col. T rant, O. Sr Antonio Ro- 
drigues de Oliveira, and Mr. Dubliur, 
fommissiares des guerres , to meet at 
No. 8, Cargo de Loretto, who are ap- 
pointed to receive, inquire into, and 
judge of all reclamations on this head, 
and whose orders for the restitution of 
property, to whomsoever addressed, 
are to be obeyed. And it is directed 
that keepers shall have charge of se- 
questered or seized property in every 
house to vtfiich it may have been re- 
moved, to assure the conservation, of 
objects or moveables transported from 
royal and public houses, to others, for 
the use or conyenjence of such general, 
administrator, or other subjects of the 
French army. These keepers will make 
the description of all meubles with the 


names of the owners, and he account' 
able for whatever there is therein, and 
they will be delivered only on legal 
proof of ownership, to be the possessors 
of such articles as above described, who 
will transmit to this committee a re- 
turn of what each may have in his pos- 
session of the property designated. And 
all persons may with safety apply to 
this tribunal. 

Wc tl.ink it necessary also to make 
known to whom it may concern, that 
any purchase made of articles taken 
from rhe public arsenals nr stores, since 
the 30th. of August, or whatever shall, 
on trial, he proved to have been illegal- 
ly sold or disposed of at any time, even 
previous to the 30th. of August, shall 
be null and void, the articles seized and 
the persons purchasing subject to what 
the law may further direct. 

The committee assembled to receive 
reclamations, and facilitate the restitu- 
tion of property, hold its sittings at the 
house of Sr. Antonio Rodrigues (ic Oli- 
veira, No. 8, Cargo dc Lorretto. 

\V. C. Beresford, Maj.-Gen. 

Pro by , Lieut. -Colonel, 

British Commissioners. 

Le General Kpllerman, 

Lc Commissaire Franca is pour I’excu- 
tion de la Convention, du 3Q Aoul. 
Lisbon , 10th. Sept. 1808. 

PROCLAMATION 

By his Excellency Lieutenant General 
Sir Hew Dairy niple, commanding 
the British Forces in Portugal , to 
the Portuguese nation. 

The success with which it has 
pleased Almighty God to bless the 
British arms, has brought about the 
moment when itbecomesmy duty to 
address the faithful and loyal inha- 
bitants of this country. 1 seize the 
opportunity with eagerness, in order 
to tranquilize the minds of the timid, 
to repress the designs of the disaf- 
fected (if any such remain) and to 
assure the nation at large, that the 
efforts of the British force under my 
command have no other object in 
view than to insure the prosperity 
of the inhabitants of Portugal, by 
the restoration of that government 
which has so long and so gloriously 
presided over them, and the return 
of which will be welcomed, no 

' *in> 
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doubt, by theuafted voice of a loyr 
#1 people. 

The presence of an hostile array, 
ja possession of the capital, and eas- 
ier of the principal resources of the 
kingdom, had in a manner deprived 
the estimable apd, loyal subjects of 
Portugal of the means of liberating 
their country. Patriotic efforts, 
however, were inadp in spite of 
these disadvantages, and the nation- 
al spirit was manifested in a manner 
at once most decided and most ho- 
nourable. 

The efforts which were made by 
several provinces of the kingdom o* 
pened the road for the restoration of 
the monarchy. 

Notwithstanding, however, the 
energy displayed by these provinces 
in arraying and bringing forward an 
armed force for the liberation of the 
Capital, the aid of the ancient and 
faithful ally of Portugal was ui ces- 
sary, to bring the contest to a suc- 
cessful issue. The warm interest 
which his Britannjc Majesty felt for 
his ally, and the energy which has 
ever marked the British character, 
soon brought a powerful force to the 
shores of Portugal, 

That part of the Portuguese array 
which local circumstances permit- 
ted, united itself with the British, 
whilst the remainder effected a pow- 
erful diversion. Measures were ta- 
£en in concert for the defeat of the 
common enemy. The steps of that 
force have been marked by victory, 
and the expulsion of Ihp epepiy has 
opened the way to the restoration 
<d- the Portuguese monarchy, the 
*aost gratifying duty which could be 
imposed by his sovereign on a British 
commander. 

No views of national interest or 
aggrandisement can be traced in the 
liberal policy of Britain ; but, true 
to the principles of honour and good 
fiuth, that have ever directed her 
conduct, she sees, in the events now 
passing in Portugal, only the happy 
means of re-establishing order, and 


restoring to the sovereign and the 
people their just right. 

In the execution of these views as 
commander of the British forces, I 
shall best fulfil the intentions of the 
(ting my master, and most effectual* 
ly secure the interests of Portugal, 
by piecing in the exercise of autho- 
rity, that hotly to which his royal 
highness the Prince Regent thought 
fit to delegate tli£ sovereign power, 
When he wiihdrew the royal dignity 
from the ipsults of an implacable 
euemy, and preserved the sovereign? 
ty of hjs dominions beyond the At* 
lantic. 

One respectable nobleman, a 
member of the body thus left iu 
power by his Royal Highness, hag 
unfortunately been removed from, 
his country, by the authority or arts 
of its enemy, by which at this critic 
cal period it is deprived of his servi- 
ces; whilst some of the member* 
having appeared to unite themselvaa 
with the French interest, have ren- 
dered their re-establishment in thego- 
vernment at this moment impossible. 

Therefore the distinguished per- 
sons undermentioned, the remaining 
members of the regency appointed, 
by his royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent, and who have incurred no such 
disability, are called upon to repair 
to Lisbon to take upon themselvea 
the functions of the government, 
until such time as the will of hia 
royal highness the Prince Regent 
shall be more fully known, viz. — 

The Count de Cakro Mari to, mon-^ 
terro mor of the kingdom, and mem- 
ber of the councils of his royal high- 
ness. 

Don Francisco Xavier de Noron- 
ha, member of the councils of his 
royal highness, and Grao Cruz da 
Qrdera de Sant-Iago, president of 
the board of conscience, aud lieut.- 
generai in the royal armies. 

Francisco de Cunha e Meneres, 
member of the councils of his royal 
highness, and Lieutenant-General in 
the royal armies. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



946 Proclamation See. foe*. 


‘ Joao Antonio Sal ter de Mendonca*, 
Desembargador do Paco, and pro- 
enrador of the crown. 

Don Miguel Pereira Forjaz Cou- 
tinho, member of the councils of his 
royal highness, and brigadeiro in 
che royal armies. 

To this government the inferior 
jurisdictions and tribunals, the con- 
stituted and legal authorities of the 
kingdom, and all persons of every 
description are required t6 pay all 
deference and submission. 

As commander of the British 
forces, I shall bold it to be my first 
and most urgent duty to maintain 
the authority of the government thus 
established, and to insure the tran- 
quillity and subsistence of the capi-, 
tal, and to encourage the re-estab^ 
lisbment of the former prosperity of 
tbe kingdom. 

When these objects are attained, 
and the attainment of them can only 
be delayed by intrigue or disaffection, 
the interference of a military force 
trill cease to be necessary, but till 
these ends are accomplished, the most 
vigorous and decided measures will 
tie taken for maintaining the peace 
and good order of the country, and 
all offences against the tranquillity 
of any part of the kingdom, will be 
proceeded against with the utmost 
severity. 

Given at the head -quarters of the 
British army at Prayas, this i Stfa. 
day of September, 1808. 

(Signed) Hew Dalrymple, 
Xaeut.-General and Commander of 
tbe British forces in Portugal. 

PROCLAMATION : 

By Lieutenant-General Hope , com- 
manding the troops of his Britan- 
nic Majesty , for the immediate se- 
curity and tranquility oj Lisbon . 

Inhabitants of Lisbon, 

Your country is rescued, and you 
are restored to freedom ; your nation- 
al flag is flying in every quarter pf 
tbe kingdom, and his excellency the 
general in chief of the British army 


is anxious !o establish your civil go- 
vernment upon the same footing ia 
which it was k*ft by your beloved 
prince, when, assisted by the con- 
stant friends of bis person and bis 
throne, he escaped from his most 
insidious enemies. Without losing 
a moment, we are endeavouring to 
effect this measure, and to substi- 
tute a civil government to the mili- 
tary ; to accomplish which, how- 
ever, some days will be requisite. 
In order, then, that the evil dispo- 
sed (if such there be) may not con- 
vert true liberty into unbridled li- 
centiousness, and in order to avoid, 
in the present crisis, the terrible 
consequences of such disorder, it 
belongs to the commander in chief* 
and to those to whom he has imme- 
diately delegated the superinteii- 
dance of the public tranquility of 
this city, to watch with all vigilance 
over its peace and quiet, and to 
give security to the persons and 
property of its loyal and worthy in- 
habitants. — To obtain this desirable 
end it will be necessary, for a short 
time, to maintain strong guard#, 
piquets, and pat roles, in various 
directions, in order to seiee and 
take into custody every person who 
shall attempt to disturb the public 
peace. 

You may rejoice, Inhabitants of 
Lisbon ! You have great cause for 
gladness ; and your English friends, 
participating in your sentiments, re- 
joice equally with you. Never let 
it be permitted, however, that the 
evil disposed should thereby have an 
opportunity of promoting insurrec- 
tion or confusion. But let them be- 
ware of such a design 1 The most 
vigorous and effective means are 
prepared for suppresing any attempt 
of this nature, and all who may be 
guilty shall be punished according 
to military law, in the most prompt, 
rigorous, and exemplary manner ; 
and for the purpose of removing 
every temptation to interrupt the 
peace of the city, 1 prohibit, under 
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present circumstances, the entering 
the city with arms, and the wearing 
them in the streets. All inns and 
taverns where wine or spirituous li- 
quors are sold in small quantities, 
are, for the same reason, required 
to be shut tip at six in the evening, 
and not to open before sun rise, 
under the pain of imprisonment to 
the dealers, and forfeiture of their 
liquors. 

Finally, 1 invite all persons who 
possess any authority or influence 
whatever, and whether included or 
not in the body of the magistracy, 
tnd more particularly the holy mi- 
nisters of religion, to assist the mi- 
litary power in preserving the tran- 
quillity of the capital, until the 
much wished for object of seeing 
the constituted civil authorities in 
the exercise of their functions be 
obtained. God save the Prince Re- 
gent ! Viva ! Viva ! 

J. Hope, Lieut . Gen . 


LETTER FROM THE KING OF SWEDEN TO 
THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA. 


Honour and humanity enjoin me to 
make the most forcible remonstrances 
to your Imperial Majesty, against the 
numberless druefties and the injustice 
committed by the Russian troops in 


Swedish Finland. These 'procetdinga 
are too well known and confirmed, to 
require from me any proofs of theic 
reality: for the blood of the ill fated 
victims still cries aloud for vengeance 
against the abettors of such enormities# 
Let not your Imperial Majesty’s heart 
be insensible to the representation* 
which I find myself compelled to make 
to you in the name of my faithful sub- 
jects in Finland. But what is the ob- 
ject of this war, as unju 9 t as it is unna- 
tural ? Tt 19 not, I suppose, to excite 
the strongest aversion for the Russian 
name. Is it criminal in my subjects hi 
Finland not to have suffered themselves 
to be seduced from their allegiance, by 
promises as false as the principles on 
which they arc founded? Does it be- 
come a sovereign to make loyalty a 
crime ? I conjure your Imperial Ma- 
jesty to put a stop to the calamities of 
War, which cannot fail to bring down 
on your own person and your govern- 
ment. the curses of Divine Providence. 
—Half my dominions in Finland are 
already recovered by my brave Finnish 
troops. ' Your Majesty’s fleet is shut up 
in Baltic port, without the hope of ever 
getting out, otherwise than as a con- 
quest. Your flotilla of gallies has re- 
cently sustained a very severe defeat; 
and my troops are this moment landing 
in Finland to reinforce those who will 
point out to them the road to honour 
and glory. — Given at my head-quarters. 
Sept. 7 , 1808 . 

(Signed) Gustavus Adolphus. 
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' Government have received by the 
Gottenburgh mail, dispatches from 
Sir James Saumarez, which ;a*^ 
noitnce the total failure of our o para-: 
tions against the Russian squadron 
in Port Baltic.— -That the dispatches 
brought by Captain Martin are du- 
plicates of them. Sir . James Sau- 
marez and the Swedish Admiral,, it 
is said, finding that the enemy's po- 
sition was so strong as to render it 
impossible to attack them in it, or to 
use fire-ships with a probability of 
eude^ss, had relinquished the block- 


ade, and at the date of the dis- 
patches brought home by Captain 
Martin, were on tbeir return to the, 
Finnish coast ; a few , light vessels 
Only being left ofl‘ Rogers* ick Bay. 
;The following are extracts of private 
letters from Gottenburgh : — 

“ All prospect of obtaining pos- 
session of the Russian fleet in Port 
Baltic had entirely vanished. The 
guns of the ships have been taken 
out and carried on shore, apd the 
ships have been dismantled and 
hauled in close to the shore. The 
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Maud at the entrance of the Port 
had been so strongly fortified as tof 
bid defiance, not only to the en- 
trance of an hostile squadron, but 
had been rendered impervious even 
to the approach of fire-ships, or any 
ether attack. 

44 Mr. Thornton has returned to 
Stockholm from Finland. It was 
understood that his journey thither 
wasfor no other purpose than to take 
leave of his Swedish Majesty prepa- 
ratory to his return to England. 

44 The Swedish fleet it was appre- 
hended would be under the immedi- 
ate necessity of returning into port. 
The scurvy bad made its appearance 
among the crews, with such viru- 
lence, that only a small portion of 
the men were able to do their duty on 
board. 

44 Other private letters state, that 
an unsuccessful attempt has been 
made to destroy the Russian fleet in 
Port Baltic. Several fire-ships are 
reported to have been sent against 
them, but the Russians had fixed a 
chain across the harbour, which pre- 
vented their getting in or doing any 
considerable mischief/' 


FROM THE FOREIGN PATERS. 

Erfurth, Sept. 28. — Yesterday at 
nine o'clock in the morning arrived 
here his Majesty the Emperor of the 
French. The commandant of the 
town, the magistrates, and deputies 
of the livery, the university, and the 
clergy, met him without the gates; 
the president of the senate tendered 
Mm the keys of the gates of the 
City, and presented an address, ex- 
pressing the fidelity and attachment 
ef the inhabitants to his person and 
government. — The Emperor having 
perused the address, and testified 
his satisfaction, entered the town on 
horseback amidst the firing of guns, 
ringing of bells, and joyful acclama- 
tions of the inhabitants, and alight- 
ed at the hotel prepared for his re- 
ception. Soon after the Emperor 
too un tod his horse again, to pay a 


tisit to his Majesty the Ktrig »f Sax- 
ony* who arrived on the preceding 
day. He afterwards inspected the 
troops quartered in this town, and 
then proceeded on hort eback on the 
road to Weimar, to meet his Impe- 
rial Majesty the Emperor of Russia. 
About three o'dockin the afternoon* 
the two great Monarchs entered the 
town on horseback, attended by a 
great number of persons of the fiist 
distinction, and escorted by two re- 
giments of foot, and two regiments 
of horse. At night the whole loirs 
was illuminated. 

At Weimar 300 men of thelmpe* 
penal Russian guards are expected; 

His Majesty the King of Westpha* 
lia, his Imperial Highness the Grand 
Duke Constantine, and the Duke 
and Hereditary Prince of Weimar* 
have arrived in this place. 

Madrid , Oct . 1.—- The supreme 
government at AraajuCz have order- 
ed Lieutenant-General Urbina, go- 
vernor of Segovia, to bring before 
them, from the state prison in the 
tower of that pkee, his prisoner 
Valdes, counsellor of state* and de* 
puty of the province of Leon. They 
have, at the same tittle, ordered 
General Cuesta to leave bis army, 
and come to give an account pfto* 
motives for arresting Gem Va 

They have further declared Valdei 
the legal representative for Leon, 
end have rejected the man chosen 
by Cuesta. In consequence of Cues- 
ta's violent conduct to one of the 
representatives of the nation, Mr. 
Stuart has refused to give him any 
part of the money sent to Asturias 
and Leon, by the British govern- 
ment. — This proceeding of Mr. 
Stuart has given great satisfaction 
to the Spanish government. Cuesta, 
however, marched a detachment of 
his army to Robles, a small town 
near to Leon, and seized 250,000 
dollars belonging to the British go- 
vernment. General Castanos is ap- 
pointed commander in chief of tb® 
armies of Andalusia, Castile, Va- 
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lenda* and fistramadura. These 
troops compose the central antiy ; 
thte effective numbers of which are 
as follows : — 

Andalusia 25,000 troops of thfc 

itae. 

mostly Pea- 
santry. 

Total 65,000. 

Of the army of Andalusia one di- 
vision is still at Madrid, and one at 
Ocsfna. Orders were sent this day 
to the army of Estramadura to be- 
gin its march to Burjo del Osma. 
The Marquis de la Ftomana is ap- 
pointed to the command of the 
Northern army, at present under 
General Blake. The present strength 
of this army* exclusive of the Mar- 
quis de la Roman a's corps, is 30,000 
men, of which more than one-half 
are troops of the line. When the 
army of the Marquis shall have ar- 
rived, there will be 40,000, two- 
thirds of the line, to which may be 
added 10,000 Asturians. 

The army of Arragon will con- 
tinue to be commanded by Gene- 
ral Palafox ; but as he has been or- 
dered to detach 10,000 men to Ca- 
talonia, including the division of 
the army of Valencia then at Sara- 
gossa, his remaining force would he 
but 1.5,000 men ; a considerable 
portion of which would be peasan- 
try. General Vives is to command 
the army in Catalonia, which will 
be reinforced immediately by 10,000 
men from Granada, under General 
Reding. A military junta, com- 
posed of seven generals, has been 
established by order of the govern- 
ment. General Castanos is the pre- 
sident, but this will not prevent his 
taking the held forthwith. 

General Blake's army at present 
occupies 'Frias. — His appearance in 
this quarter appears to have alarm- 
ed the French as to the practicabili- 
ty of a safe retreat. They must 
eifher beat General Blake, or throw 
hack their right as far as San Se- 
bastian, resting their left on Pam* 

VOL. IV, 


peluna ; but still their position 
would be bad, for it would be easy 
to come On their rear through San- 
guera, while the main body may at- 
tack their left at Pampeluna, and 
Blake could menace their extended 
front in positions chosen at his plea- 
sure. But this plan requires a com- 
mander in chief ; and the junta, 
probably from a respect to the 
equality of the generals of the dif- 
ferent armies, has preferred a coun- 
cil. In Navarre, General Palafox 
has pushed on a division to San- 
guera. In Catalonia, Eamas occu- 
pies Boxja and Taragona. Pena 
has two divisions of the Andalusian 
attny at Loria j but his light troops, 
which are most excellent, have ad- 
vanced as far as Logrono, and dri- 
ven the French out-posts across the 
Ebro. Cuesta is on the left of Pe- 
na. The French have abandoned 
Milagro, Peratta, and the other 
small posts they occupied on the left 
bank of the Ebro. They have di- 
rected their march towards Vitto- 
ria, probably with the intention of 
bringing Blake to an action, but the 
country favours him much, being 
extremely mountainous. 

Thepresent strength of the French 
army is, according to the lowest 
computation, 40,000, but is gene- 
rally supposed to be 45. The 20,000 
men landed at Rochefort from Por- 
tugal, may reach the frontier of 
Biscay in 15 days. Other reinforce- 
ments are expected by the enemy. 
But with the aid of 20 or 30,000 
British troops no doubt could re- 
main of the successful issue of the 
war. It is a gross error that tlie 
Spaniards have expressed or felt any 
reluctance to receive this aid. On 
the contrary, they are most anxious 
for its arrival, and every individual, 
military as well as civil ; the gene- 
nerals and the army, from Castanos 
downward ; the government and the 
people, have expressed the greatest 
eagerness for its arrival, and the 
most hearfelt gratitude for the offer 

i i 


Valencia 16,000 ) 

Castile 12,000 > 

Estramadura 12,000 ) 
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of so important and seasonable an 
assistance. It is particularly to be 
desired, that a part of the intended 
succours should be landed in Catalo- 
nia, about the Bay of Rosas, as it is 
thought thcFrench will enter that pro- 
vince inconsiderable force from Italy. 

Bilboa is once more in the occu- 
pation of the French. This at- 
chievement was performed by a di- 
vision of about 12,000, detached 
from the main army, still estimated 
at only 40,000 men. The Spanish 
arm) 7 which withdrew from Bilboa 
on the approach of the French, re- 
treated to Balmaseda, a strong post 
in the mountains, where they were 
joined by another corps that was on 
its march to Bilboa. The third di- 
vision ol the Galliciati army after- 
wauls marched to their support. 
The French and Spanish armies 
were so close to each other at the 
beginning of this month, that a ge- 
neial engagement could not be well 
avoided. The armies of the Astu- 
rias, Castile and -Gallicia, are now 
under the command of General 
Blake, who by this time lias been 
joined by the forces under General 
Cuesta, to the number of 7000 men, 
principally cavalry and arrillery. 
’i he last-named commander has 
been ordered to Aranjuez, to ex- 
plain his motives for arresting M. 
Valdes, who lias been liberated by 
the supreme junta. 

The Gazette, of the 26th. contains 
the official account of the gallant 
action between the Seahorse frigate, 
of 38 gun s, and a Turkish frigate of 
52 guns and a corvette, which ter- 
minated in the capture of the for- 
mer, and the escape by flight of the 
latter. The loss of men on board 
the captured ship was very consi- 
derable — not less than l65 killed, 
and 1.95 wounded; while that of 
his Majesty's ship amounted only to 
the comparatively small number of 
five killed and ten wounded. 

America. — The following is the 
answer of Mr. Jefi'er$on ; to the ad- 


dress of the inhabitants of Boston, 
respecting the Embargo : — 

Tojhe Inhabitants of the Town of Boston , 

in legal Town Meeting assembled. 

Your representation * and request 
were received on the 22d inst. and 
have been considered with the atten- 
tion due to every expression of the 
sentiments and feelings of so respec- 
table a body of my fellow-citizens. 

No person has seen with more 
concern than myself the inconve- 
niences brought on our country in 
general by the circumstances of the 
times in which we happen to live: 
times to which the history of na- 
tions presents no parallel. Foryears 
we have been looking as spectators 
on our brethren of Europe afflicted 
with all those evils which necessarily 
follow an abandonment of the moral 
rules which bind men and nation* 
together. Connected with them in 
friendship and commerce, we have 
happily so far kept aloof from their 
calamitous conflicts, by a steady 
observance of justice towards nil, 
by much forbearance, and multi- 
pi ied sacii flees. At length, how- 
ever, all regard to the rights of 0- 
thers having been thrown aside, the 
belligerent powers have beset the 
high way of commercial intercourse 
with edicts, which taken together, 
expose our commerce and mariners, 
under almost every destination, a 
prey to their fleets and armies. Each 
party indeed w'ould admit our com- 
merce with themselves, with the 
view of associating us in their war 
against the other. But we have 
wished war with neither. Under 
these circumstances, were passed the 
laws of which you complain, by 
those delegated to exercise the power 
of legislation for you, with every 
sympathy of a common interest in 
exercising them faithfully. 

In reviewing these measures, there- 
fore, we should advert to the diffi- 
culties out of which a choice was 
of necessity to be made. To have 
submitted our rightful commerce to 
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prohibitions and tributary exactions 
from others, would have been to 
surrender our independence. To 
resist them by arms was war, without 
consulting the state of things, or the 
choice of the nation The alterna- 
tive preferred by the legislature, of 
suspending a commerce placed un- 
der such unexampled difficulties, 
besides saving to our citizens their 
properly, and our mariners to their 
country, has 4be peculiar advantage 
of giving -time to the belligerent na- 
tions to revise a conduct as contra- 
ry to their interests, as it is to our 
rights. 

In the event of such peace or sus- 
pension of hostilities between the 
belligerent powers of Europe, or of 
such change in their measures affec- 
ting neutral commerce, as may ren- 
der that of the United States suffi- 
ciently safe, in the judgment of the 
President, he is authorised to sus- 
pend the embargo. But no peace 
or suspension of hostilities, no change 
affecting neutral commerce is know n 
to have taken place. The orders of 
England, and the decrees of France 
and Spain, existing at the date of 
those laws, are still unrepealed, as 
far as we know. In Spain, indeed, 
a contest for the government appears 
to have arisen ; but of its course, or 
prospects, we have no information 
on which prudence would undertake 
a hasty change in our policy, even 
were the authority of the executive 
competent to such a decision. 

You desire, that in this defect of 
power, congress may be specially 
convened.. It is unnecessary to ex- 
amine the evidence, or the charac- 
ter of the facts which are supposed 
to dictate such a call ; because you 
will be sensible, on an attention to 
dates, that the legal period of their 
meeting is as early as, in this exten- 
sive country, they could be fully 
convened by a special call. 

1 should ’with great willingness 
have executed the wishes of the in- 
habitants of the town of Boston, had 


InteUigeneeM 

peace, or a repeal of the obnoxious 
edicts, op other changes, produced 
the case in which alone the laws 
have given me that authority ; and 
so many motives of justice and in- 
terest lead to such changes, that we 
ought continually to expect them. 
But while these edicts remain, the 
legislature alone can prescribe the 
course to be pursued. 

Tiros. Jefferson. 

August $6, 1808. 

Answer to the address of the 
Legislature of New 
Hampshire . 

In the review, fellow citizens, 
which, in your address of the 14th 
of June, you have taken of the mea- 
sures pursued since I have been 
charged with their direction, I read 
with great satisfaction and thankful- 
ness the approbation you have be- 
stowed on them ; and feel it an am- 
ple reward for any services I may 
have been able to render. 

The present moment is certainly 
eventful, and one which particularly 
requires that the bond of confedera- 
tion, connecting us as a nation, 
should receive all the strength which 
unanimity between the national 
councils and the slates legislatures 
can give it. The depredations com- 
mitted on our vessels and property 
on the high seas, the violence to 
the persons of our citizens employed 
on that element, had long been the 
subject of remonstrance gnd com- 
plaint, when, instead of reparation, 
new declarations of wrong aire issued, 
subjecting our navigation to general 
plunder. In this state of things our 
first duty was to withdraw our sea- 
faring citizens and property from 
abroad, and to keep at home re- 
sources so valuable at all times, and 
so essential, if resort must ultimate- 
ly be had to force. It gave us time 
too to make a last appeal to the 
reason and reputation of nations. 

In the mean while, I see with 
satisfaction that this measure of self 
denial is approved and supported by 
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the great body of our real citi- 
zens ; that they meet with cheerful- 
ness the temporary privations it oc- 
casions, and are preparing with spi- 
rit to provide for themselves those 
comforts and conveniences of life , for 
Which it would be unwise ever more to 
recur to distant countries . How 
Jong ibis course may be preferable 
to a more serious appeal, must de- 
pend for decision on the wisdom of 
the legislature, unless a return to 
established principles should remove 
the existing obstacles to a peaceable 
intercourse with foreign nations. In 
every event, fellow-citizens, my con- 
fidence is entire that your resolution 
to maintain our national indepen- 
dence and sovereignty will be as 
firm as it is has been forbearing ; 
and looking back on our history, I 
am assured by the past, that its fu- 
ture pages will present nothing un- 
worthy of the former: 

I am happy you approve the mo- 
tives of my retirement. I shall 
carry into it ardent prayers for the 
.welfare of my country, and the $in- 
cerest wish for that of yourselves 
personally. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Avgust 2, 1808. 


At 8 o'clock on the morning, of the 
91st. during a violent gale of wind, a 
French fishing-boat, with a flag of truce, 
came to an anchor in the Downs, and 
was immediately boarded from one of 
our cruizers, who took out a French 
and a Russian officer, and a French 
messenger. They were landed and 
conducted to the house of the port- 


yUBLIC MEETINGS ON THE CON- 
VENTION IN PORTUGAL. 

A special court of common cooncjl 
of the city of London was held in their 
council room at Guildhall, on the 4th. 
instant, to consider of the propriety of 
a petition and address to his Majesty 
on the subject of the late disgraceful 
. convention in Portugal. 

3£r. Wctitkman delivered a very ener- 


admiral, and at eleven o'clock the 

Russian officer and French messenger, 
accompanied by a naval officer, pro* 
ceeded in a chaise and four tor London. 
1 he French officer, in consequence of 
orders, it is said, from Lords Hawkes- 
bury and Castlereagh, who were at 
Waltner Castle, was sent on board the 
flagship in the Downs, there to wait 
till further instructions were received 
from town. The boat which brought 
them over sailed from Boulogne at ten 
o’clock on Thursday night, with orders 
to laud at Deal or Dover, which ever 
they could first make. She overshot 
the latter port, and consequently made 
for the Downs. After the messengers* 
were taken out of her, she was put un- 
der charge of the Clyde frigate, and no 
communication permitted between her 
and the shore. The Russian officer 
and the French messenger, accom- 
panied by Lieut. Cramer, belonging to 
Admiral Campbell's ship, reached town 
at a late hour oh Triday night, and 
after delivering their dispatches at the 
foreign office, were conveyed to the 
house of Mr. Shaw, the messenger, 
where they slept that night. About 
half-past eight, on Saturday morning, 
passports were delivered to them, and 
they immediately set out in a post- 
chaisc and four, on their return to Deal, 
" Inch place they reached on the saute 
evening. Shortly after rheir departure, 
an order was telegraphically sent to 
Deal, not to permit the fl »g of truce to 
sail till the arrival of a King's messen- 
ger ; and about one o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, ministers having for some 
time deliberated upon the subject, Mr. 
Shaw was dispatched by Mr. Secretary 
Canning, with an answer. Mr. Shaw 
reached Deal at a late hour on Satur- 
day night, and the flag of truce returned 
to Buulogne on Sunday. 


getic speech, in which he declared that 
his object was not to blame the present 
niinisters, nor the men whom they had 
appointed, but to institute an inquiry 
into the matter, that blame might attach 
where it was due. This he thought no 
one would object to; for it now turned 
our that, at a great and enormous ex- 
pense to the country, a. numerous aud, 
well-appointed army had been sent to 
the assistance of our allies ; and tbi^i 
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-after two severe battles, in the very 
moment of triumph, the victory had 
been snatched from their grasp, by a 
convention, compared with which, this 
country had never concluded any tiling 
60 disgraceful ! He asked, however, 
after having voted such an address to 
his Majesty on the confidence of the 
assistance to be afforded to our allies in 
the glorious struggle in which they were 
engaged, with what face those same 
persons could now object to an inquiry 
into the causes by which their expec- 
tations were blasted, after they seemed 
to have been already realized ? If, 
after the ardour displayed by the coun- 
try in behalf of the Spaniards— if, after 
the indignation felt and expressed by 
every individual in these kingdoms, on 
the news of the convention in Portugal 
r— no inquiry into the causes which led 
to that convention is to take place, and 
the soldier is to see that he is only car- 
ried to the field for the useless waste of 
blood, the country must be aware that 
its ruin is at hand ! It will be impossi- 
ble for a commander to make an army 
enter the field of battle with zeal, if, 
by such a convention following such 
glorious victories, their laurels are to 
be blasted, and no inquiry is to be made 
into the causes which rendered their 
labours abortive. 

He concluded by moving, “ That an 
bumble address and petition 'be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, expressing our 
grief and astonishment at the extraor- 
dinary and disgraceful convention lately 
entered into by the commanders of his 
Majesty’s forces in Portugal, and the 
commander of the French army in 
Lisbon, praying his Majesty to institute 
such an inquiry into this dishonourable 
and unprecedented transaction, as will 
lead to the discovery and punishment 
of those by whose misconduct and in- 
capacity the cause of the country and 
its allies have been so shamefully sa- 
crificed.” 

Mr. Quin , in an animated speech, 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Alderman C* Smith said, the 
motion had his entire approbation. He 
was satisfied it was the general feeling 
of the couutry, and as such it iiad his 
support. 

Mr S. Dixon observed, thar, how- 
ever dark and disgraceful this conven- 
tion, concluded by Sir Hew Dalrymple, 
might, in the present imperfect state 
•f information, appear, still, when the 


whole transaction was before the public, 
it might probably be evident that it was 
founded in wisdom. He, however, 
pledged himself, if an attempt were 
made by any persons in the state to 
screen those to whom the delinquency 
could be imputed, to co-operate in 
bringing all such to exposure and to 
punishment. 

Mr. Alderman Birch said this was a 
subject which must have filled every 
member of that court,, as it had filled 
all the country, with grief and anxiety. 
He should be ashamed of himself, holding 
as he did his Majesty's commission in a 
volunteer corps , if he did not give hit 
assent to every word of the motion . He 
read it over paragraph by paragraph, 
and declared that it was impossible to 
dissent from a single word of it. If on 
inquiry there was found to be no blame 
then, as a matter of course, there 
Would be po punishment. But, if the 
inquiry shewed that blame attached, 
wherever that blame lay there let the 
punishment go also. 

Sir C. trice declared his marked con- 
currence, both in the motion and in the 
langaage of the worthy commoners who 
proposed it. He hailed the present union 
of the corporation as holding out the 
most solid hopes of permanent benefit 
to the empire. 

Mr. Alderman Combe in the present 
stage of this question, imputed no guilt 
to particular persons, either to the mi- 
nisters who planned the expedition, or 
any of the officers who were engaged in 
it ; hut he sought strict inquiry into the 
conduct of ali. If, then, guilt were 
evident, this insulted nation had not a 
right to seek punishment only, but 
vengeance. Could every man in the 
empire be polled on that point, lie was 
sure that such would be found the una- 
nimous opinion. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis agreed in the 
necessity of inquiry. He was sure it 
was the opinion ot every man in the 
country, from the King to his meanest 
subject ; stiil he considered it improper 
in the good city of London to anticipate 
that gratification which the father of 
his people must feel on this subject, 
and which lie was, perhaps, the most 
anxious to commence. Government, 
he believed, were fully as anxious; and 
therefore, although he should uot in- 
terrupt the unanimity, he would, though 
alone, not give any vote on the motion. 
• Mr. Slade contended, that it was a 
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national offence, and that his Majesty 
would feel gratified in assenting to the 
wishes of his people. In his opinion, 
the best compliment that eourt could 
pay to the Monarch was, in their capa- 
city as jury of the empire, to appeal to 
bis Majesty for justice. 

Mr. Waithman declared his disincli- 
nation to avail himself of the privilege 
of reply. 

The motion was then unanimously 
carried, amidst ;the loudest shouts of 
public approval, both from the mem- 
bers of the court, and the auditors as- 
sembled* 

A committee wa9 then appointed to 
withdraw-, and prepare the draft of an 
address, which they did ; and the same 
being read, was agreed to, and the 
sheriffs, attended by the remembrancer, 
directed to wait on his Majesty, to 
know when the court should attend him 
to present the same. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis and Mr. S. 
Dixon were the only persons who did 
not vote. 

Mr. Alderman Shaw was the only city 
representative absent. 

On the following Wednesday at two 
o'clock his Majesty was waited upon by 
« deputation from the corporation of the 
city of London, consisting of the lord 
mayor, the mace and sword of state, 
the recorder, aldermen Smith and Wood, 
the sheriffs, the common serjeant, town 
clerk, the city counsel, and other city 
officers, Messrs. Waithman and Quin, 
the mover and seconder of the address 
and petition to his Majesty, and seve- 
ral of the common council. 

The following is a copy of the address 
and answer : 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY, 

The humble and dutiful Address and Pe- 
tition of the Lord Mayor , Aldermen , 
and Commons of the City of London , 
in Common Council assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We, jour Majesty’s most dutiful and 
loyal subjects, the lord mayor, aider- 
men, and commons of the city of Lon- 
don in common council assembled, most 
humbly approach your Majesty with re- 
newed assurances of attachment to 
your Majesty’s most sacred person and 
government, and veneration for the free 
principles of the British constitution. 

To express to your Majesty our grief 
and astonishment at the extraordinary 
and disgraceful convention, lately enter* 


cd into by the commanders of your Me 
jesty's forces in Portugal, and tfse com- 
mander of the French army in Lisbon* 

The circumstances attending this air 
dieting event, cannot be contemplated 
in British minds, withont the most 
painful emotions; and all ranks of yoa r , 
Majesty's subjects seem to have felt tta( 
the utmost concern and indignation at 
a treaty so humiliating and degrading tfe 
this country and its allies. After a-eqgr 
nal victory, gained by tbe valour and 
discipline of British troops, by whicn 
the enemy appears to have been eat e(f 
from all means of succour and escape 
we have the sad mortification of seei0| 
the laurels, so nobly acquired, tore 
from the brows of our brave soldier^ 
and terms granted to the eyietnyditk 
graceful to the British name, and injtt* 
rious to the best interests of the BritiA 
nation. * F 

Besides the restitution of the Russian 
fleet upon a definitive treaty of pfcabe* 
w ith that power, and the sending 
to their country, without exchange, iff 
large a number of Russian sailors; br 
this ignominious convention, Brian 
fleets are to convey to France; the 
French army and its plunder, where 
they will be at liberty immediately to 
rc-commencc their active operations 
against us, or our allies. The guaran- 
tee and safe conveyance of their plun- 
der, cannot but prove highly irritating 
to the pillaged inhabitants, over whom 
they have tyrannized, and for whose de- 
liverance and protection the British Vh 
my was sent, and the full recognition of 
the title and dignity of Emperor df 
France, while all mention of the govern-, 
ment of Portugal is omitted, must tb 
considered as highly disrespectful to till 
legitimate authority of that couutry. 

We therefore, humbly pray yoar M*t, 
jesty, in justice to the outraged tedirigft 
of a brave, injured, and indignant pCO» 
pie, whose blood and treasure b*vb 
been thus expended, as well as tore* 
trieve the wounded honour of the coun- 
try, and to remove from its character M| 
foul a stain in the eyes of Europe, that 
your Majesty will be graciously pleased, 
immediately to institute such an inqtufjf 
into this dishonourable and pnp mm* 
dented transactiQn, as will lead to the 
discovery and punishment of those, by 
whose misconduct and incapacity, tw 
cause of the country and its allies bat 
been so shamefully sacrificed. 

We beg to assure year Majesty ef 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



1868.]} Public Meetings on the Convention in Portugal. 255 


our unalterable fidelity, and earnest 
desire to co-operate in every measure 
conducive to the peace, honour, and 
security of your Majesty’s dominions. 

Signed by order of the Cotirt, 

Henuy W oodtiIorpe. 

To which address and petition Lord 
Hawkesbury read for his Majesty the 
following most gracious answer! 

I am fully sensible of your loyalty 
and attachment to my person and go- 
vernment. 

I give credit to the molives which 
have dictated your petition and address, 
butl must remind you, that it is incon- 
sistent with the principles of British 
justice, to pronounce judgment without 
previous investigation. 

I should have hoped, that recent oc- 
currences would have convinced you 
that I am at all times ready to institute 
inquiries on occasions in which the chti- 
ractcr of the country, or the honour of 
my arm 9 is concerned; and that the 
interposition of the city of London could 
not be necessary for inducing me, to 
direct due inquiry to be made into a 
transaction which has disappointed the 
hopes and expectations of the nation. 

The lord mayor and sheriffs (only) 
kissed hands. 

A meeting for the same purpose was 
held in Westminster Hall, on the 20th. 
The address was unanimously carried. 
Excelicut speeches were made by 
Messrs. Wishart, Sheridan, Finerty, 
&c. But our limits prevent us from 
giving any thing more than an extract 
from that of the latter, remarkable for 
its wit and humour. 

w Ministers well know the corpora- 
tion of London. This corporation have 
been for years so obtrusive of its 
servility, that ministers felt them- 
selves safe in treating it with disdain. 
The animals that are in the habit of 
crawling may be looked down upon with 
scorn, but the men who walk upright we 
tnay depend upon, for they must com- 
mand attention* From w hat I have ob- 
served of the corporation of London, it 
tfill'fce seen that it is not the object of 
tnucS consideration with me ; but still 
I do not think it was excusable in mi- 
nisters to decline their councils. It may 
be justifiable in men of superior wis- 
dom to reject, as obtrusive or officious 
the unsolicited advice of inferior minds; 
hut independantly of all consideration 
of the constitutional question in this 
ewe, i jo not think it became the mi- 


nisters to disregard the opinion of the 
corporation of London. For I have little 
fear of contradiction from any thinking 
ftum, capable of appreciating talent and 
making just comparison, w^en I assert, 
that there is as much, if ndt more ta- 
lent in the corporation than there is in 
the cabinet ! Let us see My friend 
Quin can, I am sure, multiply words 
with as much facility, nay speak even 
better than Canning, There can be ao 
doubt that Waithman is as much supe- 
rior in sound sen^je as in public prim* 
ciplc, to Hawksbury, As to that cold, 
plodding calculator, that accurate ac- 
countant — who weighs so carefully the 
course prudent to pursue — who has 
supported every political principle and 
oublic man known in either England or 
Ireland since his first start into public 
life — who no doubt, in consequence of 
the many argumcqtsproand con , in every 
political proposition, thought the fairer 
way w as, to take each side of the ques- 
tion alternately; as to that pliant, ac- 
commodating politician Castlereagh , I’ll 
match him with Alderman Shaw , — Have 
they got in the corporation any prattling, 
petulant, pettyfogging attorney, Til pit 
him against Perceval — As to the place 
occupied by the Duke of Portland , I 
think it would he quite as well filled by 
“ big Kemble There is, however, in 
the cabinet one man for wliorn I can 
find no parallel ; for in no assembly of 
rational beings that I have known have 
I ever heard of a man who could talk so 
much, and think so little, as Lord Jllul- 
grave. Upon recollection, I think I 
may couple him with Spectacle Dixon . 

I should suppose that neither ministers 
nor the gentlemen of the city can be 
angry with me for this comparison. Tlie 
ministers, who would rather have any 
set of men in power than their predeces- 
sors, would, of course, if dismissed, pre- 
fer an administration in which, upon the 
principles of reciprocity and congenial 
sentiment, they would have a right to 
look for favour, and the gentlemen of 
the corporation, naturally anxious for 
the opportunity of rather pleasing his 
Majesty in person than by proxy, must 
be happy to live about the court. By 
the way, I should think that that active 
purveyor of administrations (the Duke 
of Cumberland) must feel gratified in the 
suggestion, that should the present mi- 
nisters, in any instance, prove refrac- 
tory, he can find a cabinet ready cut 
and dried in the city.” 
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Proceedings of the central 
junta. 

[From the Madrid Gazette.] 

On the 25th of September last, 
the day on which the supreme and 
central junta of government was in- 
stalled, a communication was made 
by it of that event to the president 
of the royal council, by sending him 
a certified copy of the act of Instal- 
lation ; the receipt of which was ac- 
knowledged by the above-mentioned 
president, in the following terms : — 
Most Excellent Seignor. — I have 
with the greatest pleasure communica- 
ted to the council the official note of 
your excellency, in which you inform 
me of the celebration of the first meet- 
ing of the supreme junta, by the depu- 
ties from the provincial juntas, assem- 
bled in this royal residence, of which 
this trihuiial acknowledges itself to he 
duly apprised. The council looks with 
anxious expectation for the speedy arri- 
val of that day so greatly desired, which 
may terminate all the evils that afflict 
this country, by the captivity of its be- 
loved sovereign Ferdinand VII. and the 
want of a supreme government, which 
may legally represent him, during his 
absence, throughout the whole extent 
of his dominions. God preserve your 
excellency many years. 

The Duke del Infantado. 

Madrid , Sept. 26. 

Addressed to his excellency Count 
Florida Bhrica, president (vd interim) 
of the supreme central juuta of the 

kingdom. ' 

Copy of a letter, addressed from the 
supreme junta to the presidents of 
the respective councils. 

Most Excellent SEiGNORs.—With 
the sajne uniformity of opinion with 
whieft the solemn installation of the 
VOL. IV. 


central junta of government, for the 
kingdoms of Spain and the Indies, was 
yesterday celebrated, it has been this 
day determined by it to communicate 
to the council the resolution and charge, 
that the several members should, in the 
first place, take the same oath which 
those of the junta have taken, of which 
I sent you a certified copy in my former 
letter; and in the next place, that tho 
said tribunal should dispatch its sche- 
dules, provisions, and orders, to all the 
subordinate juutas in the provinces, 
justices, magistrates, viceroys, and go- 
vernors, of whatever rank, in order that 
all matters relative to the government 
of these kingdoms, and the administra- 
tion of justice, they may obey exactly, 
and with promptitude, the resolutions 
of this supreme governing junta, as the 
depository of the sovereign authority of 
our beloved King, Ferdinand VII, un- 
til we shall have succeeded in seeing 
him re-established in all the power and 
splendour of his august dignity, under 
pain of the disobedient being treated 
and punished as traitors. 

The council will, nevertheless, con- 
tinue in the exercise of its ordinary 
functions, as regulated by law, referring 
conformably hereto, to this supreme 
junta, whatever may exceed its powers, 
and all those matters, upon which ac- 
cording to its constitution, it ought to 
consult the sovereign. 

Your excellency will communicate 
this resolution to the council and cham- 
ber, and will have the goodness to give 
me advice of' its accomplishment, for 
the information of the junta. 

Count Florida Blanca, Prov. Pres. 

Martin de Garat, Prov. Sec. Pi*es. 

Aranjuez , Sept. 26. 

The council of state met to deli- 
berate on the above circular on the 
2Sth, and returned their answer on 
the following day r From this docu- 
ment it appears, that the members 
present were, the Marquis de Baja* 
n k 
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mar, Marquis de Astorga, Count de 
Colomera, Duke de la Roca, Mar- 
quis de las Hormazas, Count de 
Montarco, Don Pedro Cevallos, and 
F. Francisco Gil. The answer pro- 
ceeds to state the manner of admi- 
nistering the oath in the following 
terras: — “The members, after discus- 
sing the matters contained in the re- 
solution, and act of installation of 
the supreme junta, unanimously a- 
greed to observe and execute in all 
points the said royal order ; and to 
confer greater solemnity on the act 
of taking the oath, and to render it 
more conformable to the proceeding 
adopted in that respect by the su- 
preme junta, it was resolved that it 
should be taken in the royal chapel, 
and administered by his excellency 
the patriarch. The council accor- 
dingly attended on the 29th at the 
royal chapel, where, occupying the 
seats prepared for them, and in or- 
der to implore the divine assistance, 
they heard a solemn mass ; the pa- 
triarch personally officiating, assist- 
ed by the chaplains of honour, his 
Majesty’s pages, and the usual at- 
tendants of the royal chapel. The 
members and the secretary of the 
council then placing their bands on 
the holy evangelists and a crucifix, 
repeated alter his excellency the 
patriarch, the oath. [Inserted in 
our last Register.] 

The council of war, and that of 
royal ordinances, in their answers 
to the supreme junta, congratulate 
themselves on the firmness which 
they manifested in refusing to take 
the oaths to the usurper. Those of 
the other councils and tribunals, 
with the exception of the council of 
Castile, contain nothing remarkable. 
All of them instantly took the pre- 
scribed oath, and forwarded the ne- 
cessary orders to the different depart- 
ments under their supcrintendance. 
On the 1st. October, Count Florida 
Blanca acknowledged the receipt of 
their answers in the following circu- 
lar : — “ I have submitted to the su- 
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preme and central junta of govern- 
ment, the answer which the council 
has been pleased to address to me, 
relative to the communication which 
I made to it, by their authority, on 
the subject of their installation, and 
the other points therein contained. 

The junta have witnessed, with the 
greatest satisfaction, the prompti- 
tude and zeal with which the coun- 
cil has executed all that it was en- 
joined to perform, and the good dis- 
positions with which it is animated 
to contribute, on its part, to the 
preservation of our religion, and the 
best service of our King and country; 
and they have directed me to com- 
municate the same to you, as 1 here- 
by do, for the information and 
satisfaction of the council. — May . 
God, &c.” J 

Letter from the President of the Coun- 
cil of Cast ile* to the President of the 

Supreme Central Junta, 

Most Excellent Sir, — The council 
of Castile, which in cases most arduous I 
and important never deviated from the 
rules dictated by prudence, has thought 
it right to proceed with equal maturity j 
of deliberation %vith regard to the con- I 
tents of your excellency’s letter of the 
2Gth of this month, announcing the in- 
stallation of the supreme junta of go- 
vernment, and judged it expedient to 
take the advice of its solicitors on the 
subject. Having received their advice, 
and taken the matter into the most se- . 
rious consideration, the council has re- 
solved to proceed, 'without the least i 
delay, to take the oath prescribed, and 
dispatch the necessary orders and cir- 
cular letters, that the central junta of 
government he respected and obeyed in 
whatever is ordered by them in the ser- 
vice of our lord the King, and for the 
benefit of the public cause. The coun- 
cil will, however, in execution of the 
unalterable duty imposed by its original 
institution, communicate hereafter to 
the central juntt#the result of their me- 
ditations, fixed on the preservation and 
observance of our lawi, the cooinranft* 
cation whereof the council has postpo- 
ned, in order not to retard the execu- 
tive functions of the junta on account | 
of their urgency. 
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I have thought it risjht to convey to 
your excellency the above information, 
without the least delay, in order that 
you, as well as the junta, may be con- 
vinced of the spirit of harmony and 
union which animates us for the public 
good. God preserve your excellency 
many years. 

The Duke del Infantado, 
Madrid, Sept. 30, 1808. 

~ Answer from the Junta . 

Most Excellent Sir.— The supreme 
junta being informed by me of the con- 
tents of your excellency's letter of the 
30th of last September, and the resolu- 
tion of the council, has directed me to 
express to your excellency the anxious 
desire it entertained to learn the deter- 
mination of the first tribunal of the king- 
dom, having several days before recei- 
ved the necessaiy reports from all the 
other councils, including those of the 
state, war, inquisition, and the Indies, 
not only for their readiness to obey and 
execute the order of the junta, but also 
of the universal joy with which they re- 
ceived it. The desires and wishes of 
the junta are now perfectly satisfied; 
finding in your excellency’s letter the 
firm assurance of the spirit of harmony 
and union which animate the council of 
the public good. 

The junta, ready to take into consi- 
deration the result of the meditations 
mentioned in your excellency's letter, 
fixed on the preservation and observance 
of our laws, desires, however, the coun- 
cil to recollect, that neither in the an- 
nals of the tribunal, nor in our history, 
a cause stands recorded, similar to our 
present situation, where the nation dis- 
persed and ungnided by the council, or 
other board or person, without a re- 
gency or vacancy of the throne, and 
without the assistance of those who 
could govern it, profusely shed its blood, 
and expend the property of its indivi- 
duals, in order to rescue itself from the 
tyranny of the usurper of the rights of 
our sovereign and his august family, to 
avenge the injuries committed against 
God and our holy religion, and to in- 
flict punishment for the acts of violence 
and outrage it has suffered ; all the pro- 
vinces rising and uniting, as it were, by 
the immediate interposition of Divine 
Providence, and thus triumphing over 
our cruel enemies. It is just, that the 
council should not lose sight of this di- 
versity of circumstances, so widely dif- 


ferent from those under which our an- 
cient and modern laws were made, and 
acknowledge the supreme authority due 
to the government of a nation, which 
in the name of its King, and for his sake, 
has done all it has achieved singlehand- 
cd, and without any one's assistance. — 
God preserve your excellency many 
years. 

Count de Florida Blanca. 

Aranjues , Oct . 1st. 1808. 


Memorial from the Count de Monfijo 
to the Supreme Junta of the Go- 
vernment . 

Most Serene Sir , 

When 1 behold so many writings 
which purpose to point out what 
ought to be the object and functions 
of this junta, which the general will 
has brought together, the authors 
of which have doubtless the good of 
their country at heart, it does not 
appear to me unbecoming to pre- 
sent this respectable assembly with, 
my opinion on the public necessities, 
which are urgent ; for, having from 
the beginning had so close and im- 
mediate an influence on the events 
which have prepared our , salvation, 
I ani perhaps able to indicate the 
measures necessary to perfect it. 

I deem this certain, that at this 
moment every man who reflects on 
our actual situation will agree that 
it is not prudent, but loay be pre- 
judicial, to address the public on 
the greater or less legality of ‘this 
junta, and its powers, and whatever 
may tend to diminish the respect due 
to them, and prejudice the public 
opinion of them before their actions 
are seen. On these points I speak to 
its individual members, not to the 
public. x 

When the Spanish nation, being 
abandoned by its government, was 
reduced to the necessity of underta- 
king its own defence, or becoming 
the slaves of an usurper, it was o- 
bliged to have recourse to extraor- 
dinary means ; and it formed, as it 
were tumultously, juntas to ma* 
nage its defence# With a modera- 
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tion most extraordinary, not a sin- 
gle public authority was overthrown, 
nor in any province the form of go- 
vernment changed. In some, vio- 
lence was used against those whom 
it was thought not even threats 
could induce to concur in the com- 
mon defence. 

The moment that the enemy re- 
tired, all the provinces required a 
concentration of the powers ot the 
juntas, in order to complete the great 
work of our liberty. At the same 
time, complaints were heard, the 
justice of which it is not my pro- 
vince to examine, against some of 
those juntas, for having unjustly 
exercised their powers. This only 
1 know, that it is these same juntas 
which have driven away the French. 

It is my opinion, that the only 
task imposed on the provincial jun- 
tas by the people, was that of their 
defence; and that, consequently, 
this is the only function belonging 
to the supreme junta, which can- 
not enjoy mote power than was pos- 
sessed by its constituents, nor they 
pore than was given them by the 
people; and I am of opinion, also, 
that it would be useless or prejudi- 
cial if the central junta had any o- 
ther concern than to attend to the 
common defence. To be busied in for- 
ming a new constitution, while the 
enemy occupies even a part of our 
territory, would be to add to the 
past agitation, which is not yet ap- 
peased, whiph vvould necessarily be 
excited by the difference of opinions 
and of parties which would be form- 
ed. This would occasion dissension 
in the provinces, and distract our 
attention from the principal object 
which should occupy our minds — 
our common defence. 

Necessity has always taught men 
their rights. The principal one which 
we possess now is, that all should 
obey one sole junta, the depositary 
of the national power, in order that 
generals may proceed with prompti- 
tude, and in concert, to the dis- 


tricts where the enemy may be, or 
where the necessaries are to be pro- • 
cured for the subsistence of the army. 
These are the objects of the central 
junta, which ought to be realized 
with the greater celerity. 

Assembled by the general wijj 
(this is indubitable,) it is authorised 
to point out the number of armies 
which ought to be maintained, the 
Generals who ought to commantj 
each of them in chief, apd the num- 
ber of troops of which they ought to 
consist. Wherever our soldiers are, 
they require subsistence ; there is, 
therefore, no inconvenience in thq 
junta’s ordering, in it$ first session, 
that the armyVf Catalonia should be 
reinforced from points where troops 
are in greater abundance: that the 
armies in t(ie Castiles should meet 
at Soria, and, constituting one body 
with the army of Gallicia, act under 
one Genprgj in Chief; and that at 
Saragossa an^l other similar points, 
an army of reserve should be formed. 
These measures, and the nomination 
of a minister of war, and another of 
finance, wjio with zeal and honour 
may apply the public revenue iuthe 
furnishing of provisions, ammunition, 
and other necessaries for the army, 
should be the business of only twflf 
sessions. Another concern is, the 
transmission to the armies of the 
provisions, &c. collected for them* 
Cannon-balls, tents, and muskets, are 
scarce in the armies mi the Ebro. 
Drugs, such us bark and opium, arc 
likewise wanting. 

After having thus attended to the 
most urgent matters, the junta may 
then occupy themselves in the de^ 
tails of the organization of the ar- 
mies : these must not be neglected 
a moment ; for if we had waited 
to attack the enemy till everything 
had been completely arranged, b<( 
would now be in possession of out' 
capital and provinces. If this be the* 
result of the first sittings of the junta 
— if the people see that the public 
force is thus efficaciously applied; 
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there is no doubt that the machina- 
tions of the enemy will be frustrated, 
and that the factious partizans who 
may have had bad intentions, will 
be reduced to impotence, since the 
good opinion of the army and nation 
will be in favour of the government; 
but if, on the contrary, there be dp- 
lay, which, however just its cause 
inay be, the people who see only efr 
fects, and the malevolent who seize 
aW opportunities, will find the inac- 
tivity of the junta, and in the cl&r 
ipours of the suffering towns, the 
means of bringing into discredit, a 
oody, the general respect of which 
interests us so much. 

Let not the necessity of combine 
tug plans be a pretext for delaying 
these determinations. — - Whatever 
may be said, nothipg can be com- 
bined at so great a distance from 
the enemy. Within sight of him, or 
at least near him, the Generals must 
arrange the means of attack. In the 
capital the government can fix only 
po what points are defensive, and 
on what offensive war is to be waged, 
and the part which is in general as- 
signed tp each army ; but all the 
yest is the work of the moment, to 
be settled on the spot. The outlines 
of operations may sometimes be use- 
fully marked on a map by a govern- 
ment, in order to shew flow the di- 
visions may assist each other; but 
the execution generally shews the 
impossibility or inutility of carrying 
them into effect. 

While the junta is determining 
matters of acknowledged urgency, 
it may be planning a system of na- 
tional representation, in order to con- 
voke it as soon as expedient. It will 
thus fulfil its must sacred functions, 
and answer the confidence it has 
merited from the public. 

Finally, it is the love of my coup- 
try alone which has impelled me to 
present these ideas, and my sense of 
the necessity of promptijtude in our 
measures, arising from the public 
axigppcies. — Should higher conside- 


rations prevent their being carried 
into effect, 1 must assure your High- 
pess, that my ambition and preten- 
sions are only to save nay country, 
in posts of the greatest difficulty and 
danger. Lo vj ng danger from regard 
to my country, which, under such 
circumstances, demands such sa- 
crifices, I beg of your Highness on- 
ly to gran^ pje as soon as possible, 
the. command of the vanguard of the 
army which is to act in Navarre, 
and the llioja, and that you will at 
the same time command, that it be 
composed of the suitable number of 
cavalry and infantry, and instruct 
the Generals to act in concert, and 
support it with the activity which 
military operations require. I hope, 
therefore, for the means of continu- 
ing my services to my country, which 
has always been the desire of him 
who prays to God for the^ prosperity 
and success of your Highness. 

The Count de Montijo. 

Jranjuez , Sept. 25, 1808. 

Py order of the supreme council 
we insert the following document, 
which on the 27th of last September 
was addressed by the most illustri- 
ous Senor Deacon Don T. M. T. 
Navarro, auditor: — 

Madrid Sept. 27 1808, 

Most Illustrious Senor — 
At Folio 33 of the proceedings of 
the council, it is said, “ That an 
auditor of the council of Navarre 
presented himself, disguised, who 
had gained admittance into the re- 
sidence of Fernando VII. and brought 
verbal instructions from his Majes- 
ty, limited to strict injunctions, 
and wishes that it should follow a 
system of friendship and harmony 
with the French. The obligations I 
owe to that supreme tribunal, for 
having suppressed my name and the 
mosf important part of piy commis- 
sion, solely with a view to the safety 
of my person, subject at the time of 
its publication to French controu), 
demand my gratitude and acknow? 


Digitized by Google 



ledgement ; and I therefore intreat 
your highness to signify the same ; 
but now, although at the expence 
©f difficulties and uncertainties, I 
find myself in this town, free from 
all fear, I think it necessary that 
the public should know my mission 
in its fullest extent. 

I was at Bayonne, with other 
ministers of the tribunal of Navarre, 
when the King arrived in that city. 
The Emperor of the French did not 
delay many hours until lie threw 
aside the veil which hid his mis- 
chievous conduct. lie signified 
openly to his Majesty the scanda- 
lous and unexpected project of tear- 
ing forcibly from his brow the crown 
of Spain, and, no doubt, persuaded, 
that in order to its ready accom- 
plishment, it was necessary to ctn- 
barras the King by every means. 
One of the * first that he put in exe- 
cution was the interruption of 
couriers ; daily were they dispatch- 
ed, but the laws of nations was not 
a guarantee sufficiently sacred to in- 
sure them against the insults of a 
government, accustomed not to he- 
sitate in the choice of means for 
the accomplishment of its depraved 
ends. 

Thus circumstanced, his Majesty 
thought himself obliged to devise 
new secret channels of communica- 
tion with the supreme junta, presi- 
ded by the infante Don Antonio, 
and honoured me with the tru*t of 
passing to this capital, and infor- 
ming the chief inhabitants verbally 
of the events which occurred on 
those first three unfortunate days. 
1 accordingly left Bayonne about 
six in the evening of the 23d, and 
arrived in this city by circuitous 
mads, not without serious dangers 
and difficulties, at twilight on tho 
29th of April. 1 immediately pro- 
ceeded to the junta, and acquainted 
it with the royal order. I said that 
the Emperor of the French wished 
to exact imperiously from the King 
our Lord Don Ferdinand the Vlltb, 


that he should, for himself, and in 
the name of all the family of the 
Bourbons, renounce the throne of 
Spain and all his dominions, in fa- 
vour of the said Emperor and hi* 
dynasty ; promising, in recom pence, 
the kingdom of Etruria ; and that 
the couriers in his Majesty suite, 
which accompanied his Majesty, 
should make a similar renunciation 
in a representation of the Spanish 
people : that his Imperial Royal 
Majesty fearing the King neither 
could, nor ought to accede to such 
a renunciation, and disregarding all 
the hitter complaints which they 
made to him, for having conducted 
his Majesty to Bayonne, by a deceit 
ami perfidy unexampled ; and the 
more unaccountable, as they were 
veiled under the sacred title of 
friendship and reciprocal benefit, 
and persisted in without any tar- 
tlier reason than two pretexts, un- 
worthy of being ponounced by a so- 
vereign who had not lost all respect 
for the morality of cabinets and that 
good faith which constitutes the 
bond of nations : the first, that bis 
policy did not allow of any thing 
else, since his person was not safe 
while any of the Bouibons, enemies 
of his house, should reign over a 
powerful nation ; and the second, 
that he was not so stupid as to neg- 
lect an opportunity so favourable as 
that which presented itself — having 
a formidable- army in the heart of 
Spain ; its fortresses and principal • 
points occupied ; nothing to fear on 
the part of the North, and the per- 
sons of the King and the Infanta 
Don Carlos in his power: — Advan- 
tages too great to expect that they 
should offer themselves at a future 
time. That with a view of gaining 
delays and drawing from them the/ 
greatest possible advantages, a note' ‘ 
had been sent, requesting that some 
person might be authorized to ex- 
plain his pretensions in writing ; but,, 
that if the Emperor should persist 
in not receding, his Majesty w#«j 
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resolved to lose his life rather than 
yield to so iniquitous a renuncia- 
tion; that with this positive pledge 
the junta should continue its pro- 
ceedings. 

Having voluntarily asked D. Pe- 
dro Cevallos, when I took leave of 
his Excellency, if I should commu- 
nicate any thing to the junta on the 
conduct which it was to observe to 
the French, he answered, that al- 
though the commission did not in- 
clude this point, 1 might say that it 
was agreed in a general manner, 
that at that time no alteration 
should take place, because it might 
he apprehended that in this case 
serious consequences would result to 
the King, the Infanta, and as many 
Spaniards as accompanied his Ma- 
jesty, and the kingdom would be 
endangered by manifesting hostile 
dispositions, before it was ready to 
throw off the yoke of oppression. 

Your Excellency knows that with 
these, or similar expressions, 1 ex- 
patiated, not only the whole night 
of the 29th of April, but also on 
the morning of the 30th, in which 
his Highness the Infanta Don Anto- 
nio desired that 1 should assist in 
the sitting held on it, consisting of 
most of the members of the supreme 
junta, of all the presidents of the 
tribunals, and of two ministers from 
each ; with the twofold object of 
informing all of my commission, 
and myself with such business as 
might be discussed, in order that I 
might inform his Majesty on my re- 
turn to Bayonne, which I reached 
on the evening of the 6th of May, 
after continual dangers* and appre- 
hensions, which augmented my speed. 
It is very proper, in my opinion, 
that this heroic trait in the firm 
character of my sovereign should 
riot be concealed, and more so, as 
it is continued in a manner the most 
authentic by the exact fulfilment of 
the discharge of my mission in all 
its parts. 1 therefore intreat your 
excellency and the council, if not 


improper, to order this paper to be 
inserted in the gazette and diary of 
this city 

May God preserve your Excel- 
lency many years. 

Signed L: M. J. Navarro. 

To his Excellency benor Don 
Anclamon y Alvarde. 

Aranjuez , Oct . 8. — The supreme 
central junta, from the very first 
day of their happy installation, con- 
sidered it to be the first pbject of 
their attention to direct the march 
of the Spanish armies in such & 
manner, that the enemy might as 
soon as possible be driven from the 
Spanish territory, which he occu- 
pied and laid waste in a 'manner so 
extremely infamous. The result has 
been, that all the troops who were 
in Andalusia, Granada, and Estra- 
madura, and those who have been 
lately organized here and in other 
provinces, are already in motion ; 
that the the division of Spanish 
troops who were so vilely disarmed 
by the French, have embarked in 
Lisbon for their place of destination; 
and that all the English troops, the 
conquerors of Junot, are on their 
march from Portugal to join our 
armies. 

The supreme central junta has 
also requested the King of Great 
Britain, of whose generosity and 
firm adhesion to our just cause the 
Spanish nation has received so many 
convincing proofs , all the assistance 
with linen , woollens, anns, ammuni- 
tion, money , and other ar titles re- 
quired to resist a powerful enemy , wh ose 
obstinacy will induce him to make 
the utmost exertions for the purpose 
of promoting ihe success of his fool- 
hardy enterprize. 

The perfect harmony which sub- 
sists among the members of the su- 
preme central junta, and the pa- 
triotism which animates the whole 
nation, are the surest pledges of its 
ultimate success, and of the defeat 
of an enemy, who could oulyliy dc- 
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ceit and perfidy introduce himself in- i 
to a country, inhabited by Spaniards, i 
wrest from us our beloved King Fer- < 
dinand VII. and commit the utmost 
atrocities where be found no resis- : 
tance. s 

Aranjuez, Oct . 13. — Among the 
important and urgent objects which 
claim the attention of the supreme 
central junta of the kingdom, it will 
not lose sight of the encouragement 
which should be given to agricul- 
ture, the arts, commerce, and na- 
vigation, the main spring of nation- 
al wealth. They will, with this 
view, avail themselves of all the 
means which existing circumstances 
may afford, attending to the invari- 
able principles of justice and equity. 
They will not disregard the obliga- 
tions contracted by the crown, and 
which form the patrimony of a con- 
siderable number of families. They 
will take care that the allowances to 
widows, pensions, annuities, the in- 
terest of the vales , and other de- 
mands of a similar nature, shall be 
paid with due punctuality, notwith- 
standing the immense funds neces- 
sary for subsisting, arming, and 
- clothing the troops. They will take 
an exact account of the public debt, 
and the produce of the annual re- 
venues ; carefully attend to the dis- 
tribution of them ; establish com- 
plete economy in all the branches 
of financial administration ; radi- 
cally remove all the abuses intro- 
duced therein by the old govern- 
ment ; and successively suppress 
the innumerable useless or unneces- 
sary offices ; simplifying, as far as 
possible, the revenue system, and 
placing it under the direction of men 
distinguished for zeal, activity, and 
patriotism. 

The retrenchments effected in the 
enormous expences of the royal 
household, and those to which the 
nation was put by the ambitious fa- 
vourite, the cause of all the evils 
we are now suffering, will consider- 


t»OT. 

ab!y diminish the imposts of the 
towns atnd villages, and the toil 
of their worthy inhabitants. They 
will be appropriated to the mainte- 
nance of onr heroic defenders, in- " 
stead of supporting the pride and 
corruption of Godoy and his sa- 
tellites. The sale of the property of 
all those who have leagued them- 5 
selves with the common enemy, and; i 
those whose prior conduct has justly 
incurred the same confiscation, will ' * 
considerably augment the revenues 
of the state ; and the supreme juntas _ 
as a proof of the purity of its senti- > 
ments, will annually publish a print- 
ted statement, containing the sumGjr' 
total of the funds accruing from the Jk 
revenues, donatives and contribti-j ^ 
tions of Spain and the Indies, with *4 
the repartition thereof, providing for jjj 
the equal and impartial collection of 
the imposts. | 

The junta solemnly recognizes the ij 
national debt, and notifies, that a* i 
to all credits and accounts with the m 
royal hacienda, yet unliquidated, w 
or though liquidated, still suscepti- 
ble of further correction, it wilt ■ 
proceed to examine and correct them 1 
previous to their being allowed of^ 
and passed ; and for the information i 
and direction of the public, thdj 
junta has ordered these presents tfc* 
be communicated to the council*. 1 ; 
and circulated in every part of thfc, 
nation. 

Aranjuez , 1 3th Oct . 1 808. 

The G&tlician government ap-/ 
plied to the central junta for 
structions how to act on the arrival < 
of the British army ; and ihe foK* 
lowing is stated to have been tW9| 
official reply to the inquiries of fh **8 
junta of Gallicia r ' t 

The proofs wfpeh England baa giftfjB 
of her attachment to our interests, 
above all, the consideration that 
cause is at the same time herd's onitfOB 
to the reciprocal securities which 
been given, have inspired entire CSpfcwj 
fidence, unity, and fraternity. 
sequently, having maturely 
on the question proposed, 
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any fncortveni^iices would ensue from without the gate of Alcala, where they 
the disembarkation of the English burned them, of which horrible scene 
troops, which have arrived at your I was a witness ! ^ The populace then 
port ; we find that there are none proceeded to the house of the Russian 
other than what mast necessarily arise ambassador, because it was said that 
from tire furnishing lodgings when in die other three soldiers had taken re- 
quarters, and from the providing them fu^e there, and demanded them, threa- 
witb the nieans of subsistence when tening to burn the house if their de- 
rationed in, or passing through towns, maud was not complied with. The Duke 
which were first impoverished by the del Infantado, president of the council, 
former maintenance of so great a nurn- learning that the populous were tumul- 
ber oF French troops as friends and tuous and infuriated, sallied forth to 
allies, and have been since plundered appease them, accompanied by the go- 
aud destroyed by them as enemies. vernor of the city, and colonel Doyle, 
At the same time, it being our duty who prevailed on certain of the rauti- 
to act iso, that our gratitude and con- «ecrs, accompanied by the Duke, to 
ifidencc in the generous English nation search the house, and not having found 
may still be cbmpntible with those mea- anyone in it, tney retired. The regi- 
sures of prudent precaution and con- meat of Ireland marched out under 
sideration which are customary, it has arms, to prevent the burning of the 
appeared to this supreme junta that house; but on their arrival they found 
the English troops should he elisern- there was no necessity fpr their intefc- 
barked in divisidns, of one and two rence* — In the street Hortalcfca there 
thousand men, who, after the needful were assembled more \han 8000 peo-r 
repose, should, in order to diminish plo» through whom the Duke del Infan- 
tile burthen to the towns through which tado and his companions passed, and 
they pass, take their journey through nothing was heard but cries of “ Viva 
distinct roiites : viv. some bv the high Fernando VII. !° “ Viva Inglaterra . ^ 
road to Lugo, and others by that tb “ Viva los Inglcses !** and thousands ot 
Orense, all meeting a: last in one haudkerchiefe, hat9, &c. were waved in 
point. In the mean while, as it is the the air. 

first of all considerations to manifest 

to so noble a nation our sentiments of PROCLAMATION.; 

gratitude, the supreme junta hope, 0c( 1£fi _ Tlie counci | | ias ' tek eft ihtd 
that the junta of Gal licit. , being am- consideration tlle melancholy occur-* 
mated by the same spmt, will omit no j-ence^ which the people of Madrid, as 
means of display mg those sentiments. , , a8 himlan / al ,d generous, have 

Ood preserve your Excellency many g g eil witll the gl . ea , esl displeasure and 
year.. pain, that not only were twu unknown 

Martin pe Garay, Secretary, individuals assassinated by a small ttum- 
Aranjucz , Oct . 13, 1S08. her of persons, in bnc of the most pub* 

— - — lie places* in this City, and on the very 

Madrid, Oct. 19. — Yesterday, at ttoo birth-day of our most beloved sovereign, 
in the afternoon, five French soldiers in Ferdinand VII.; but that also a house 
disguise, who were reported to be was attacked in the street of Montera, 
Mnmalukes, met in a tavern near the and, what is more, the house of the 
quarters of the Walloon guards. One minister of the Emperor of Russia, and 
of the Walloon guards appeared to the minister himself, thus violating the 
know diem, and they perceiving this, most sacred laws and rights of nations, 
three of them lied, and concealed them- in the observance of which the Spanish 
selves, while the other two who re- nation has distinguished itself among &U 
Tnniued fell into the hands of the peo- otliers, by ns honour and good faith; 
pie, who immediately pilt them to The circumstances of horror and cruelty 
death in the most shocking manner which followed these acts of violence, 
imaginable. — They dragged their bodies are very opposite to the maxims of our 
through the principal streets from the holy religion, and to the wise laws of 
'Walloon quarters, as far as the royal die kingdom, which prohibit severely 
palace, from whence they carried them tumults and popular commotions. They 
in the same manner, the one without throw discredit on the character so 
th^gate of St. Barbara, nod the other jU9iiy acquired by the Spaniards, who 
VOL. IV. h l 
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are not les9 brave in the presence of with the severest penalties of the laws, 
their enemies, than pacific and firiend- even to the highest punishment. They 
ly, compromising, at the same time, the also declare all parents, masters, and 
character of the government among fo- householders, responsible for their sons, 
reign nations, whose representatives apprentices, and servants, against whom 
will look upon themselves as without they are determined to proceed with 
that inviolable security which is due to that vigilance and severity which are 
their elevated character. called for by every good citizen. 

The council, which has made so many (Signed) Don Bartoloma Munoz. 

sacrifices for the preservation of this 

capital of our sovereigns, and which 

will never cease to make them for the NOTICE TO TIIE PUBLIC, 

benefit of their country, can find no The Alcaldas de Barrio in this capital, 
excuse for the distrust which these tu- having now notified the requisition of 
inultuous and atrocious acts manifest in the horses ordered by the council, in 
the rectitude and integrity in which all order to complete the cavalry regiment 
the inhabitants ought to iive, in trau- of the volunteers of Madrid, the war 
quillity, without usurping an authority junta has determined that all the horses 
which docs not belong to them, and marked out for this purpose be brought 
which they must exercise without to the quarters of the royal guards, for 
knowledge, without justice or reason, the purpose of examination and selec- 
hurried on by a false zeal, or rather an tion, from right in the morning till 
insensate fury, especially since the twelve, on ten following days. — (Here 
judges are ready to listen to any inti- the days arc mentioned,and the different 
mation which may be made to them by quarters of the cijy from which they are 
a known individual, of such as may be to come on their respective days.) 
suspicious persons, or pernicious to the The Alcaldas de Barrio of each 
public cause. The supreme tribunal quarter shall attend on the day appointed 
well know that these attempts have at the place and hour fixed, bringing 
proceeded only from a few, and it has each of them duplicates of the account 
also observed the youth of many of the of all the horses which the requisition 
rioters, while the rest of the community may have produced in his district, and 
lament these excesses, and call for a shall deliver one account to the member 
remedy, anxious for the restoration of of the said war junta, who shall be 
that good order so necessary for our charged with the selection and receipt 
felicity; and who knows that the com- of the horses useful for the service of 
mon enemy, continuing his perfidies and the war, as well for the abovementioned 
machinations, may not avail himself of regiment of volunteers of Madrid, as for 
these disturbances, in order to blacken the artillery, in order that in this ac- 
our nation, disquiet it, divide it, and count there may be marked as well 
embarrass it with, its friends and allies ? those that arc approved of, as those that 
But though the council trust that these are unfit for service, a certificate being 
excesses, and others of a similar kind, given with regard to these last, that 
will not be repeated, yet in order to re- their owners may apply them for any 
strain the malevolent, who respect nci- purpose they think proper. For the 
tber the ties of religion nor of the laws, examination of the horses, and to.de- 
tliey strictly forbid that any insult, of- clare whether they are useful for service 
fence, or injury, either by word or deed, or not, there shall attend two veterinary 
be offered to any foreign minister or officers, two others appointed by the 
representative of any loreign power, or government, and the veterinary officer 
their dependants; and that not the of the said regiment of volunteers, with 
slightest disrespect or violence he offer- the owner or his agent, 
ed cither to their persons or houses, All the horses approved of shall remain 
under the pains and penalties which at the quarters of the royal guards, 
such delinquents may respectively de- appropriated to the abovementioned 
$erve. At the same time they renew regiment, or the artillery, according a* 
those laws which strictly prohibit asso- they may suit; and shall then proceed 
eiations; tumults, and popular move- immediately to the barracks of each, 
moms, and order and command, that where the veterinary officers and the 
whosoever shall excite, promote, assist, owner, or his servant, shall attend, for 
or concur in them, shall be punished the purpose of declaring, upon their 
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knowledge and omniscience, the true 
value ot each, which shall either be de- 
livered in ready money, or in bills, ac- 
cording to the abilities or necessities of 
the owners, it being understood that 
those shall be preferred, whose pursuits 
and employment require horses with 
most urgency. Every person, of what- 
ever class or profession, who shall not 
have given an account of all the horses 
belonging to him, within or without 
this city, either through the Alcaldes de 
Barrio, or through the master farriers, 
i( in the neighbourhood of Madrid, or 
through the magistrates, if he belong to 
any village of the district, shall lose the 
horse or horses which he shall have con- 
cealed, informations being admitted a- 
gainst him, and a proper reward being 
given to the informer, his name being 
concealed. 

The junta hopes that the owners of 
horses,* yvell persuaded of the impossibi- 
lity of this regiment being able to take 
the field for the want of them, and, the 
urgency of their uniting as soon as pos- 
sible with the other corps of cavalry 
already in the field ; thus augmenting a 
forceso terrible to the enemy, by the 
great advantages which the Spanish 
horses possess in the celerity and rapi- 
dity of their movements, will all of 
them be ready to afford their country 
this aid, which will contribute so much 
to the defence of religion, and of the 
august person of our beloved King Fer- 
dinand VII. 

Juan de Sevilla, Sect, of the Junta. 

Madrid , Oct . 13. 


AMERICA. 


THE PRESIDENT JEFFERSON^ ANSWER 
TO THE DISSENT OF TIIE REPUBLI- 
CANS FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
TOWN OF BOSTON, RELATIVE TO THE 
EMBARGO. 

1 have duly received the address 
of that portion of the citizens of 
Boston who have declared their ap- 
probation of the present suspension 
of our commerce, and their dissent 
from the representation of those of 
the same place who wished its re- 
moval; A division of sentiment was 
not unexpected ; on no question 
can a perfect unanimity be hoped, 
or certainly it would have been on 
that between war and embargo , the 


only alternatives presented to our 
choice ^ for the general capture ot 
our vessels would have been war 
upon one side, which reason and in- 
terest would repel by war and re- 
prisal on our part. 

Of the several interests compri- 
sing those of the United States, that 
of manufactures would of course 
prefer to war a state of non-inter- 
course, so favourable to their rapid 
growth and prosperity. 

* Agriculture, although sensibly 
feeling the loss of market for its 
produce, would find many aggrava- 
tions in a state of war. 

Commerce and navigation, or that 
portion which is foreign, in the in* 
activity to which they are reduced 
by the present state of things, cer- 
tainly experience their full share in 
the general inconvenience ; but whe- 
ther war would be to them a pre- 
ferable alternative, is a question* 
their patriotism would never hastily 
propose. It is to be regretted, 
however, that overlooking the real 
sources of sufferings, the British and 
French Edicts, which constitute the 
actual blockade of our toreign com- 
merce and navigation, *they have 
with too little reflection imputed 
them to -laws which have preserved 
them from greater, and have saved 
for our own use; our vessels pro- 
perty, and seamen, instead of ad- 
ding them to the strength of those 
with whom we might eventually 
have to contend. 

The embargo, giving time to the 
belligerent powers to revise their 
unjust proceedings, and to listen to 
the dictates of justice, or interest 
and reputation, which equally urge 
the correction of their wrongs, has 
availed our country of this only ho- 
nourable expedient of avoiding war; 
and should a repeal of these edicts 
supersede the cause for it, our com- 
mercial brethren will oecome sensi- 
ble, that it has consulted their in- 
terest, however against theii own 
will. It will be unfortunate for 
their country, if in the mean, time 
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these their expressions of impatience cut off from their usual employment, 
should have the effect of prolonging and of course the means of subsis- 
the very sufferings which have pro- tence are gone. 

dneed them, by exciting a fallaci- Your petitioners are well acquain- | 
ous hope that we may, under any ted with the duties of conducting I 
pressure, relinquish our equal rights ships from port to port — well versed 
of navigating the ocean, go to such in naval tactics, but unable to han- 
ports as others may prescribe, and die the harrow or plough, 
there pay the tributary exactions Your petitioners have for a long J 
they may impose ; an abandonment time borne with patience the priva- 1 
of national independence and es- tions incident to those restrictive 
sentiql rights revolting to every laws, without murmur or complaint; | 

manly sentiment. While these edicts but, when imperious necessity com- 
ere in force , no American can ever pels them to disclose the cause of i 
consent to a ret urn if peaceable inter- their grievances, they humbly sup- 
tourse with those who maintain them . pose they have a right so to do in g 
I am happy in the approach of decent and respectful manper. 
the period when the feelings and Your petitioners therefore pray 
the wisdom of the nation will be that your excellency will take their 
collected in their representatives as- case into consideration and adopt 
sem bled together. To them are com - sqch measures as will relieve the 
mitted our rights, to them our wrongs wants of your petitioners 5 or, if 
are known, and they will pronounce there qre vacancies in the navy, to 
the ren\edy they call for ; and I hear give your petitioners, or some of 
with pleasure from all, as well those them, an opportunity of serving 
who approve as who disapprove of the therein, as they think themselves 
present measures, assurances of an tm- capable of performing services of 
plicit acquiescence m the annunciation that nature. They, however, : sub-r I 
oj the geneal will . 1 beg leave, mit their whole cause to your con- 

through you, to communicate this sideration, hoping yopr Excellency 
answer to the address, on which will adopt such measures as wisdom 
your signatures had the first place, and justice may point out, and a* 
pnd to add assurances of my re- in duty bound will pray, &c. j 

sped. T. Jefferson, Philadelphia, Aug. 10, 1S08. 

To Colonel Edward Procter. president’s answer. 

Sir — In answer to the petition t 

To T. Jefferson, Esq. President of which you delivered me from the 
the United States of America. I officers of merchant vessels belong- 
t n e petition. ing to Philadelphia, I must premise 

Of the Subscribers , Officers of Mer - my sincere regret at the sacrifices 
chant ships belonging to the port which our fellow citizens in geuc- 
of Philadelphia. r il, and the petitioners in particular, 

Respectfully Suewetii, haye been obliged to meet, by the 

Thai in consequence of the pre- circumstances of the times. We 
sent embargo laws, the situation of live in an age of affliction, to which 
your petitioners is grievous and af- the history of nations presents no, 
Aiding; that they have been engaged parallel: we have for years been, 
in the mercantile service since their looking on .Europe co\ered with 
infancy, with few exceptions, and blood and violence, and seen rapine 
accustomed only to conduct ships spreading itself over the ocean. On 
or vessels across the ocean ; that this element it has reached us, and 
from the operation of the present at length in so serious a degree, 
Restrictive laws, they find themselves the legislature of the nation Jw* 
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thought it necessary to withdraw 
our citizens and property from it, 
either to avoid or prepare for en- 
gaging in the general contest. But 
fur this timely precaution , the peti- 
tioner $ and their property might now 
have been iu the hands of spoilers, w 11 o 

HAVE LAID AS I PE ALL REGARD 

to MORAL right! Withdrawing 
from the greater evil, a lesser one 
has been necessarily encountered ; 
and certainly, could the legislature 
have made provision against this al- 
so, I should have had great plea- 
sure as the instrument of its execu- 
tion : but it was impracticable by 
any general and just rules to pre- 
scribe, in every case, the best re- 
source against the inconveniences 
of this new situation. The difficul- 
ties of the crisis will certainly fail 
with greater pressure on some de- 
scription of citizens than others, and 
on none perhaps with greater than 
on our seafaring brethren. Should 
any means of alleviation occur with- 
in the range of my duties, I shall 
with certainty advert to the situation 
of the petitioners, and ip availing 
the nation of their services, aid them 
with a substitute tor their former 
occupation. 1 salute them and 
yourself with sentiments of sincere 
regard. 

T. Jefferson. 


Mr, Canning and the United States of 
America . 

The following is an extract, and of 
pfficiul authenticity , from the American 
National Intelligencer, a paper under 
the sanction of government. It exhibits 
a detail of facts, and of dates, which it 
behoves Mr. Canning tq disprove, or it 
will appear that parliament was deceived, 
and the American minister and his go 
verument abused / 

[From the National Intelligencer .] 

Mr. Canning’s speech. — We inserted 
in our paper of Friday, Mr.Canning’s re* 
markson the present state of therelations 
between this country and Great Britain. 
They embrace several topics — the affair 
of the Chesapeake, the orders in coun- 
cil, and generally the ailed ged amicable. 


disposition of the British administration 
to the United States ; all of which are 
treated in such a way as to excite the 
astonishment of ony one in the least 
acquainted with the situation of the 
two countries. Whatever may have 
been the intention of the minister, the 
use made of his allegations on this side 
of the Atlantic is such as might well 
have been foreseen. They are every 
where republished, with copious com* 
mentaries, by the enemies of the admi- 
11 ist ration, on the eve of several impor- 
tunt elections, to shew its culpable su- 
pineness or partiality, and to palliate, 
if not justify, the temper of the British 
cabinet. We may shortly take occasion 
to notice somewhat in detail the several 
topics adverted to by Mr. Canning; at 
present we propose to confine our re- 
marks to that pait of his observations 
which applies most pointedly to the 
conduct of our government relative to 
the orders in council. These nre as 
follow - 

tc si r — Since the return of Mr f Rose, 
no communication has been made by the 
American government , in the form of 
complaint, or remonstrance, or irrita- 
tion of any description whatever. I 
mention this particularly, because it is 
notorious that there have been several 
arrivals from America, supposed to be 
of great importance, and that several 
special messengers have reached this 
country from thence, after having touch- 
ed at France. But, Sir, if the honour- 
able gentleman, m the execution of his 
public duty, had thought fit to move 
lor any communications that had been 
made by the American government, 
since the departure oj Mr* Rose, my an- 
swer must have been, not that his Ma- 
jesty’s government was disinclined to 
make them, but that absolutely there 
were none to make. If it he asked, 

« why ?* Iam unable satisfactory to 
reply ; I can conjecture, that America 
has entered into negociations with 
France, which u r P expected to lead to 
some result, and that the communica- 
tions of America to this country are to 
be contingent on that result. This, Sir, 
is conjecture alone, but it is founded 
on the extraordinary circumstance of so 
many arrivals without any communica- 
tion.” 

This part of Mr, Canning’s remarks 
requires the more strict notice, as it is 
made the foundation of a charge againsfc 
our government, of evincing a criminal 
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indifference to the restoration of har- 
mony with England by withholding all 
remonstrance to her government on the 
orders of council; while it is more than 
insinuated that repeated remonstrances 
have been made to the Freuch govern- 
ment : we pronounce this charge a 
gross and palpable falsehood; and aver 
that the measure either of remonstrance 
or of action, has been equally and im- 
partial !y dealt out to both governments. 
The fact is, that no important aggres- 
sion on neutral rights has been perpe- 
frated by either France or England 
without immediate and strenuous re- 
monstrance on the part of our govern- 
ment. The fact is, that with respect 
to every such aggression, an uniform 
sentiment has been felt, and an invari- 
able course pursued. When injured, no 
matter by which nation, redress has 
been demanded for the wrong, and 
security against its repetition. The 
documents published prove this to have 
been the case down to a late period, 
and those, which, in all probability, 
will be submitted to congress at the.r 
next session, will equally prove it down 
to the present moment. 

To substantiate our allegations beyond 
the reach of controversy, we shall pro- 
ceed to specify some of the grounds on 
which they are made. If they bear hard 
upon the honour, the veracity, or the 
delicacy of Mr. Canning, it will not be 
our fault; but that either of himself or 
his reporter. We shall be perfectly 
satisfied with understanding that the 
facts asserted by him, or the impression 
which the artful structure of the terms 
in which they arc couched is fitted to 
make, are surreptitious. We shall, in 
the mean time, demonstrate either 
the falsehood of the facts, or of the 
impression evidently intended to be 
produced. 

The celebrated British orders bear 
date the 11th. hut were not promulgated 
until the 17th. of November last. For 
some days, however, previous to their 
publication in the Gazette, a general 
rumour prevailed that some such mea- 
sure was on the eve of adoption, and 
the American merchants, consequent ly, 
took the alarm. So strong was this ru- 
mour that Mr. Pinkney, our minister at 
London, deemed it his duty to wait on 
Mr. Canning, and he accordingly did 
wait on him on the 11th. of November, 
the very day on which these orders were 
signed, to inquire with regard to thf 


correctness of the rumour, and to re- 
monstrate, in such case, against the 
contemplated measure. Mr. Pinkney 
did not succeed in seeing Mr. Canning, 
but he saw the under secretary Mr. 
Hammond, to whom he communicated 
the leading considerations that offered 
themselves to his mind against the or- 
ders. Mr. Hammond neither admitted 
or denied that a measure was either 
taken or contemplated, thereby studi- 
ously concealing from Mr. Pinkney the 
fact, as if with the express and deliberate 
purpose of preventing remonstrance 
against it, until remonstrance should be 
too late. But the die was already cast, 
and he found to his surprise, a few days 
after, that the fatal act had been pass- 
ed, on the very day of his interview, 
without the least notice or opportunity 
for explanation or remonstrauce. 

iC On the 17th of November, the or-> 
ders appeared in the Gazette in form. 
Such a marked indignity bad been 
offered to his country by this gigantic 
outrage on her rights without the least 
notice or explanation, that Mr. Pinkney 
might justly have shrowded himself in 
a proud silence. He might have dis^ 
dained remonstrance to a government 
that thus levelled a deadly blow at the 
prosperity of a nation she called her 
friend, without apology or notice. But 
feeling profoundly the deep responsibi- 
lity of his station as the representative 
of a pacific nation, he determined to 
controul his feelings, and by making a 
manly appeal to the justice and mag- 
nanimity of the British government, 
attempt to awaken them to a sense of 
their interests and a respect of our 
rights. This appeal, this remonstrance , 
was made without delay to Mr. Can- 
ning on the 21st. of November, in an 
interview with him. While Mr. Pinkney 
was preparing his rembn ^trance, Mr. 
Canniug asked an interview, when Mr. 
Canning said, he had requested to see 
him, not with the intent urn of discussing 
the general propriety of the orders, far 
they being now adopted , discussion could 
answer no valuable purpose , but withike 
view of explaining such of their provisions 
as might be supposed to be liable to mis- 
construction. 

Thus was the door forcibly closed by 
Mr. Canning upon all explanation, or 
remonstrance, by the unqualified decla- 
ration that discussion could answer nr 
valuable purpose^ 
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But Mr. Pinkney, confident of his 
power to expose the injustice of 
the orders, and entertaining, it would 
appear, some hope of the good ef- 
fects of sound argument, insensibly 
led to a conversation upon the whole 
subject, in which he exposed the injus- 
tice of the orders, their unseasonable- 
ness and impolicy, and their destructive 
operation as well upon belligerent as 
neutral nations, as well upon Great Bri- 
tain herself as upon the United States. 

But his remonstrance was unavailing. 
It was received with a silence, that 
proved that the administration had une- 
quivocally decided on their new system, 
which had, no doubt, been long medi- 
tated in secret. All that could be got 
from Mr. Canning, on the inquiry of 
Mr. Pinkney, whether Mr. Rose was 
authorised to advise the American go- 
vernment of- the orders, was, that his 
mission had a special object, and that 
it was not meant that his sanction should 
interfere with those of Mr. Erskine, to 
whom a communication of the orders 
would he made, as soon as they should 
be freed from ambiguities and defects 
by the judgment of practical men being 
exercised upon them. 

So far it appears that every avenue 
to remonstrance in England was closed 
by the British government, and that its 
future theatre, if to be found any where, 
was located in this country. Accordingly 
on the 23d of February, the orders, 
three months and a half after their date, 
were formally communicated by Mr. 
Erskine to the secretary of state, ac- 
companied by a letter communicated 
to congress at their last session, speci- 
fying the grounds on which they were 
issued. To this letter the secretary of 
state replied in a strong and compre- 
hensive remonstrance. A copy of this 
reply was sent to Mr. Pinkney by the 
April packet, the receipt of which Mr. 
Pinkney acknowledges on the 30th of 
May, by which conveyance Mr. Erskine 
indisputably likewise sent a copy of it, 
which musthavebeen received by bis go- 
vernment at the same time, and at least 
twenty four days previous to the delivery 
of the speech ascribed to Mr. Canning. 

However, then, Mr. Canning may 
tquivocatingly say “ since the return of 
Mr. Rose (who reached England about 
the end of April) or since his departure 
from this conntry (about the first of A- 
pril) no communication has been made 
the American government in the 


m 

form of complaint or remonstrance,* 
the fact is, that such a communication , 
made at a period anterior to both those 
events, has been received, and to this 
day remains unanswered. The fact is, 
that the American government, through 
its minister at London, strenuously en- 
deavoured to prevent the orders altoge- 
ther by remonstrating against them an- 
terior, as he supposed, to their exis- 
tence ; that he afterwards, as soon 
as he was apprised of their exis- 
tence, more fully and pointedly remon- 
strated against them to Mr. Canning, 
wto informed him, that remonstrance 
could answer no valuable purpose; that 
Mr. Canning closed the door against 
all further remonstrance in Eugland by 
making Mr, Erskine the organ of com- 
municating and explaining the orders to 
our government here; that Mr. Erskine 
accordingly communicated and justified 
them in his letter to the secretary of 
state of the 23d of February last; and 
that, finally, the secretary of stale re- 
turned a full reply or remonstrance, 
which remaius unanswered. If there 
be an American, who, after this expla- 
nation, would have his government hu- 
miliate itself by further remonstrance, 
which could only serve to court still 
higher indignity, while too the outrage 
on the Chesapeake remains unatoned, 
he is unworthy of the name. 

It is only necessary, to prevent all 
cavil, further to say, that the letter of 
Mr. Pinkney, to which we have alluded 
was among the documents presented to 
congress at their last session, and was 
read in the senate with open doors, and 
that for the dates of the other papers 
we applied to the proper sources of au- 
thority, 

[The following is copied from the Mo- 
nitor , published at Washington Ci- 
ty, by Mr. Madison .] 

Washington City , July 12. 
American Ground. — The dis- 
patches by the Osage, although they 
have inspired us with no hope of a- 
melioration of the policy of foreign 
powers towards the United States, 
enable us, nevertheless, to under- 
stand more clearly the true nature 
of our own situation, as well as the 
probable views of France and Great 
Britain with regard to this country. 

France and her allies at this mo- 
ment have little or no external com- 
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toerce; nor, in truth, is trade of 
that kind so essential to them as it 
is to Great Britain. Agriculture 
and internal traffic, constitute the 
basis of their financial system. — - 
lienee foreign trade, with them, is 
not a primary consideration in their 
fiscal arrangements. It is at all 
times the effect of a war between 
Great Britain and France, that the 
exterior commerce of the latter is 
Cut up and destroyed during the war. 
And not only can it be annihilated 
with respect to French bottoms; but 
whenever Great Britain chooses to 
violate the laws of nations, by in- 
fringing upon neutral rights, her 
immense naval force enables her 
to prevent all intercourse between 
France and nations who take no part 
in the war. It must be recollected 
that Great Britain is not vulnerable 
to the French power by any direct 
medium except that of a navy ; and 
this France has not got. The busi- 
ness of France, therefore, was to 
find out some indirect mode of reach- 
ing and injuring her antagonist. In 
all their European wars, down to 
the year 1807? the British had been 
enabled by coalitions, subsidies, and 
otherwise, to keep open a channel 
on the continent of Europe, through 
which they could pour in their ma- 
nufactures and produce, and were 
thus enabled to support the war by 
the profits of a trade Carried on du- 
ring the war in their own or in neu- 
tral vessels even with their enemies; 
for, the goods once introduced on 
the continent, would readily find 
their way into every quarter* v Bo- 
naparte saw and felt the evil to him- 
self; but, at the same time, was a- 
ware of his incapacity effectually to 
obstruct, unless he could, by a well 
laid stratagem, induce the British 
government unconsciously to co-ope- 
rate with him. The Berlin decree, 
for which English orders had pre- 
viously furnished ample pretext, was 
an experiment that has certainly ful- 
filled more than the French Empe- 


©V< 

ror's most ardent expectations. — 
That decree was never carried into 
effect against neutrals (as has been 
proved by British merchants strictly 
examined at the bar of the house of 
Commons) before the English orders 
in council were issued in November 
last ; and, indeed, Napoleon could 
not have executed that decree against 
the Americans, who were the prin- 
cipal neutral, without risking a war 
with us, which it was far trom being 
his desire then to provoke. Miscon- 
struing Bonaparte’s intention, and ex- 
cited by the unceasing clamours of 
the West India planters, the English 
ministry, under the influence of the 
right hon. Spencer Perceval, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, induced 
his Majesty to pass those fatal de- 
crees, which completely threw the 
commercial world upon a new axis. 
“ 1 think l can prove, Sir, (says Mr. 
Brougham, speaking to this point) that 
we ourselves were blinded andalarm- 
ed by the empty menaces of the ene- 
my, which we had often before expe- 
rienced to be ineffectual, terrified by 
vain fear which w e Could not describe ,• 
and arguing from the very uncer- 
tainty of the darkness in which we 
were, that some evil was impending, 
we knew not what, countersigned 
all the decrees of the enemy ; back- 
ed their futile threats with our solid 
orders; carried them triumphantly 
into execution by our all powerful 
navy, and reduced the commerce 
of the country to that state of degra- 
dation, to which he, our inveterate 
enemy, had wished, but in vain wish- 
ed, by those decrees to reduce it; 
and to which, by no other earthly 
power than our own, could he have 
succeeded in bringing it.” The , 
peace of Tilsit, and the seizureol£ 
the Danish fleet, in fact, shut Bri- 
tish bottoms out from the continent, 
and there was no other means ot in- 
tercourse, generally speaking, than 
by American vessels. The obnoxious 
orders of council restricted the hit- 
ter from proceeding to the ports oi 
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France or those of powers dependant 
on and in alliance with her; this 
brought the Berlin decree into full 
play, which was rendered more se- 
vere by that of Milan ; and the Em- 
peror of the French triumphed in the 
complete success of his scheme. — 
Without an efficient navy, and with- 
out incurring the necessary and e- 
normous expence of one, he has 
placed the commerce of England in 
a situation the most humiliating, and 
by a singular dullness of apprehen- 
sion on the part of the British mini- 
stry, has actually succeeded in ma- 
king the British navy fight the ma- 
ritime battles of France. 

From such a situation we look m 
vain for Napoleon to dislodge him- 
self. He sees very plainly that he 
has every advantage on his side. To 
relax his decrees with regard to the 
United States, whilst the orders of 
Great Britain are in existence could 
be of no possible service to France, 
whilst it would be of immense bene- 
fit to her enemy. Nor would it suit 
the views of Napoleon just now to 
declare war against us ; for in a war 
with the Americans he has nothing 
to gain, but it his interest to embroil 
us with Great Britain ; for then he 
would have in us an active friend, 
and still enjoy' all the advantages 
over the British he does at present. 
This view of the case designates at 
once the cause of that mongrel kind 
of conduct which Bonaparte observes 
towards 11s. The information by the 
Osage induces a belief that he is dis- 
posed still further to aggravate the 
United States, not to a war with 
himself if he can help it ; but it is 
very certain, that at this time he 
would choose hostilities with Ame- 
rica in preference to annulling his 
decrees, because his great interests 
consist in adhering to them as long 
as lie can induce the English to per- 
sist in the rigid execution of their 
orders of council. 

Great Britain, on the other hand, 
I'elies upon commerce for the main- 

VOL. IV. 


tenance of her government and all 
its expensive appendages. The fa- 
cility of raising loans depends upon 
that source ; and, in truth, her whole 
system of revenue, directly or indi- 
rectly, is bottomed upon it. She 
cannot exist with splendour for any 
long period of time without an ex- 
tensive and flourishing trade. De- 
luded by fallacious views of things, 
and believing that the continent of 
Europe either could not or would 
not do without large supplies of co» 
lonoial produce and British manu- 
factures, even if it had to accept 
them by vessels direct from England ; 
she rashly promulgated and acted 
upon her orders of council, and 
thereby rendered our flag obnoxious 
in all the ports of Europe, whose 
sovereigns are hostile to great Bri- 
tain; and by doing so, effectually 
stagnated her own trade, which had 
before been briskly carried on, not- 
withstanding the war, in a circui- 
tous and lawful manner, by our bot- 
toms. 

Thus situated, the British minis- 
ters would gladly remove all diffi- 
culties to a proper pacific under- 
standing, which exist between the 
United States and Great Britain, 
were it not for certain expectations 
entertained upon their part. They 
have been persuaded from the wri- 
tings and conduct of particular per- 
sons among us, that the people of 
this country would not submit to the 
embargo ; that they would revolt ; 
that there was a probability that the 
government might be subverted, or 
that a division of the Union might be 
effected, if the cabinet of St. James's 
would only adhere pertinaciously to 
its measures ; and that, at all events, 
the perseverance ©f Great Britain 111 
her unfriendly conduct to America 
could not fail of producing the most 
salutary effect for England in the 
approaching presidential election. 
This opinion of the British ministry 
is grounded upon the publications 
in our opposition prints, and upon 
m ra 
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Mr. Pickering's letter in particular* 
There is also good reason to believe 
that letters have been sent to the 
ministerial party in England by per- 
sons in this country, advising them 
to yield nothing to the present Ame- 
rican administration, and flattering 
them with the hope that a radical 
change of politics must be the con- 
sequence on this side of the water. 

In these circumstances, the course 
of conduct to be pursued by the 
people of the United States is as lu- 
cid as a ray of light. On either 
hand we are presented with an ene- 
my, if we choose so to consider it. 
France cares very little for our 
friendship, as it regards herself; 
but values our enmity as it relates 
to Great Britain ; whilst the latter 
estimates our amity as essential to 
her vital interests, but in the expec- 
tation of a revolution among our ci- 
tizens in her favour, rejects the olive 
branch we have so often presented to 
her. The aggravations of France 
are wounding to our national ho- 
nour; those of the British insulting 
and degrading to every noble pas- 
sion of our nature, because it pre- 
sumes upon our want of fortitude 
and virtuous principles. We are a 
peaceable nation ; we must there- 
fore preserve a pacific posture as 
long as it is tenable, consistent with 
our interests and rights* We are 
also a gallant nation ; we must there- 
fore make war when peace is no 
longer reasonable or to be tolerated. 
In any event, the embargo is a wise 
measure. If we refrain from war, 
it acts as a girth which binds our 
most valuable resources to the coun- 
try. It will also act positively 
upon the enemy, by which, in due 
lime, he must undoubtedly feel the 
want of our friendly offices. If we 
make wai, the embargo is one of 
those middle measures which breaks 
the dreadful shock in rushing from 
4 state of peace to a state of despe- 
rate hostilities. 

The French Emperor may learn 


hereafter, that it is of some impor- ’ 
tance to be on good terms with us : 
and as for Great Britain she will 
understand ([ hope it may not be too 
late for her) that she has woefully mis- 
sed a figure ; and that her ministry 
have been the dupes of a few men 
in this country who are themselves 
deluded by a monstrous deceptio vi- 
sus in politics. Europe may rely 
upon the fact, that six months have 
familiarised mens* minds to the em- 
bargo ; and that it is becoming more 
popular every day. I am not in the 
habit of praising my countrymen; 
but I will venture to say this much 
of them : that all attempts to induce 
them to rebel, all endeavours to 
subvert the government, to divide 
the union, or to force upon them a 
president against their own inclina- 
tions, will be by them resisted with 
unbounded indignation, and at the 
peril of their lives. 


FRANCE. 

Paris , Oct . 26. — Yesterday hi? 
Majesty the Emperor and King 
went in great stale to the palace of 
the legislative body, in order to open 
the sitting. His Majesty addressed 
the assembly as follows: — 

Messieurs, the deputies of the 
departments to the legislative body 
The code of Taws, laying down 
the principles of property and ot 
civil freedom, which forms the sub- 
ject of your labours, will be adopted 
as the sentiment of Europe. My 
people already experience the must 
salutary effects from them. 

The latest laws have laid the foun- 
dation of our system of finance. 
That is a monument of the might- 
and greatness of France. We shall 
henceforward be able to meet the 
expenditure which might be rendered 
necessary, even by a general coali- 
tion of Europe, from our yearly in- 
come alone. Never shall we be re- 
duced to have recourse ta the tot 
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expedients of paper money , of loans , 
or of anticipations of revenue . 

I have, in the present year, laid 
out more than a thousand miles of 
road. The system of works which 
I have established for the improve- 
ment of our territory, will be car- 
ried forward with zeal. 

The prospect of the great French 
family, lately torn to peices by opi- 
nions and intestine rancour, but now 
rosperous, tranquil, and united, 
as affected my soul in a remarkable 
manner. I have felt that, in order 
to be happy , I should in the first place 
be assured that France was happy . 

The peace of Presburg, that of 
Tilsit, the assault of Copenhagen, 
the plans of England against all na- 
tions on the ocean, the different re- 
solutions at Constantinople, the af- 
fairs of Spain and Portugal have, in 
various ways, exercised an influence 
on the affairs of the world. 

Russia and Denmark have united 
with me against England. 

The United States of America 
have rather chosen to abandon com- 
merce and the sea, than to acknow- 
ledge their slavery. 

A part of my army has marched 
against that which England has 
formed in Spain, or has disembarked. 
It is a distinguished favour of that 
Providence, which has constantly 
protected our arms, that passion 
has so far blinded the English coun- 
6ils, that thgy abandon the defence 
of the seas, and at last produce their 
army on the continent . 

I depart in a few days to put my- 
self in person at the head of my 
army, and, with God's help, to 
crown th« King of Spain in Madrid, 
and to plant my eagles on the forts 
of Spain. 

1 have only to praise the senti- 
ments of the Princes of the confede- 
ration of the Rhine. 

Switzerland experiences more and 
more the benefits of the act of me- 
diation. 

The people of Italy give me grounds 


for nothing but expressions of sa- 
tisfaction. 

The Emperor of Russia and my- 
self have had an interview at Er- 
furth. Our first thought was a 
thought of peace. We have even 
resolved to make some sacrifices, in 
order to enable the hundred millions 
of men whom we represent, if possi- 
ble, the sooner to enjoy the benefits 
of the seas. We are agreed , and 
unchangeably united , as well for peace 
as for war . 

Messieurs Deputies, 

I have ordered my ministers of 
finance, and of the general treasury, 
to lay before you an account of the 
receipt and expenditure of the year. 
You will therein see, with satisfac- 
tion, that I have not felt it necessary 
to increase the tarifwith any impost. 
My people shall experience no new 
burden. 

The speakers of my council of 
state will submit to you many plans 
of laws, and among others all those 
which have relation to the criminal 
code. 

I rely constantly on your co-ope- 
ration.” 

His Majesty’s speech excited the 
most lively emotion, and the sitting 
was closed under repeated accla- 
mations of Long live the Emperor ! 
The same rejoicings were manifested 
in the streets through which ther 
Emperor passed. 

Oct . 28. Yesterday, at noon, the 
Emperor being seated on his throne, 
surrounded by the princes, grand 
officers, and officers of his household, 
the ministers, members of the se- 
nate, and council of state, received 
at the palace of the Thuilleries a 
deputation of the legislative body. 

The deputation being admitted 
to the foot of the throne, his Ex- 
cellency the count de Fontanes, the 
president, pronounced the following 
address : 

Sire — The legislative body lay* 
at your Majesty's feet, the address 
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of thanks voted by all the French 
people as well as by them, 

The paternal sentiments contained 
in the speech you have delivered 
from the throne, have diffused 
throughout love and gratitude. 

The first of captains sees some- 
thing more heroic and elevated than 
victory — Yes, Sire, we have it from 
your own mouth : there is an au- 
thority more powerful and perma- 
nent than that of arms — it is the 
authority which is founded upon 
good laws and national institutions. 
The codes which your wisdom dic- 
tated will extend further than your 
conquests, and reign without effort 
over twenty different nations, whose 
benefactor you are. 

The legislative body ought, above 
all, to celehrate those peaceful tri- 
umphs, which are never followed, 
but by the blessings of the human 
race. 

Legislation and the finances. — It 
is to that that our own duties are 
confined, and it is from you we have 
received that double benefit. 

To you was it given to re-discover 
social order under the wreck of a 
vast empire, and to re-establish the 
fortune of the stale in the midst pf 
the ravages of war. 

You have created, as you have 
every thing besides, the true ele- 
ments of the system of finance. That 
system, the most proper for great 
monarchies, is simple and fixed as 
the principle that governs them. It 
is not sustained by those artificial 
means which have all the inconstan- 
cy of opinions and of events. — It 
is imperishable as the riches of our 
soil. 

If sometimes difficult circumstan- 
ces render new taxes necessary, those 
taxes, always proportioned to that 
necessity, do not exceed the dura- 
tion of it. The future is not de- 
voured before-hand. YVe shall see 
no moie, after years of glory, the 
slate sunk under the weight of the 
public debt, and bankruptcy, fol- 


lowed by revolutions, open an abyss 
in which thrones and society itself 
are entirely lost. 

Thesefmiseries are far from us. — 
The receipts equal the expenditure. 
— The present burdens will not be 
augmented ; and you give us this 
assurance at the moment when other 
states are exhausting all tueir re- 
sources. YY'hen you immolate your 
own happiness, the happiness of the 
people occupies your whole soul. — 
It was affected with the aspect of the 
grand family (for thus you call 
France,) and though sure of its ut- 
most devotedness, you offer peace at 
the head of a million of invincible 
warriors. 

It is with this generous design 
that you saw the Emperor of Russia. 
Hitherto, when sovereigns so pow- 
erful approached each other, from 
the extremities of Europe, all the 
neigbouring states w'ere in alarm. 
Sinister and menacing messages ac- 
companied their grand interviews. 
The two first monarchs of the world 
unite their standards, not to invade, 
but to pacify the world. 

Sire, your Majesty has pronoun- 
ced the word sacrifices, and we 
dare say to your Majesty, that word 
completes all your triumphs. Cer- 
tainly the nation wishes no more 
than yourself for those sacrifices that 
wouhl injure their glory and yours; 
but there was but one means of in- 
creasing your grandeur* it was to 
moderate the use of it. You have 
shewn us the spectacle of force 
which subdues every thing, and you 
reserve for us a more extraordinary 
spectacle — that of force subduing 
itself. 

An hostile people, it is true, pre- 
tend to retard this last glory. 1 hey 
have descended upon the continent 
at the voice of discord and of fac- 
tions. — Already you have taken up 
your arms to march and meet them 
— already you abandon France, 
which for so many years has seen 
you but for a few days : and 1 know 
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not what fear, inspired by love and 
tempered by hope, has disturbed all 
our hearts. Yet we know full well, 
that wherever you are, you carry 
with you fortune and victory. The 
country accompanies you with its 
regret and its wishes ; it recom- 
mends you to her brave children, 
who form your faithful legions. — 
Her wishes will be accomplished- 
all your soldiers swear upon their 
swords to watch round a head so 
dear and so glorious, where so ma- 
ny destinies repose. Sire, the hand 
that has led yon, by miracle, to 
the summit of human grandeur, will 
abandon neither France nor Europe, 
which yet, for so long a time, stands 
in need of you. 

His Majesty replied — 

Qentlemen President and Depu- 
ties of the legislative body. My duty 
and my inclinations lead me to share 
the dangers of my soldiers. We are 
mutually necessary. — My return to 
my capital shall be speedy. — I think 
little of fatigues, when they can 
ctntribute to insure the glory of 
France. I recognise, in the solici- 
tude yoju express, the love you bear 
me.— I thank you for it. 


pRENCU ACCOUNT OF SPANISH AFFA-II^S. 

In the official gazette printed in Yit- 
toria, is published a relation of the ope- 
rations of the army from the 12th of 
August to the 12ih of October. It is 
as follows : — 

After the events that had passed in 
Andalusia, in the month of July last, 
the King repaired to Burgos, where the 
two corps of Marshal Bessieres and 
Moncey are united. This changing of 
position was nof determined by the 
movements of the enemy, who have 
never dared to face our troops, nor to 
present themselves in the plain, but 
from political motives, which every 
man of sense knows how|to appreciate. 
We have completely succeeded by these 
means in rendering of no avail efforts 
which the English made to disturb the 
tranquillity of the provinces of the Ebro 
and Burgos. The flames of rebellion 
£ave not propagated themselves hither. 

}Ye. maintain free communications 


with France. — The army reposes, in 
order to completely organize itself; it 
has beaten the enemy whenever he has 
dared to shew himself. It has received , 
reinforcements from France ; it has der 
stroyed, by its good conduct and contir 
nual success, the calumnious reports 
Spread by the enemy, in the provinces 
which they occupy, and the inhabitants 
of which have always been imposed 
upon by the insinuations of the English. 

On the 12th of August the general 
of division Merlin received orders to 
seize upon Bilboa, with the 43d and 
51st regiments of the line, and the 26th 
of chasseurs. — The English had disem? 
barked there some men and warlike 
stores, and many incendiary writers. 

The town was occupied by the insur- 
gents, the major part of whom came 
from the mountains of St. Andero, and 
the others from the neighbouring coun- 
try. The rebels were entirely destroyed; 
1200 of them perished in the place. 
The wreck of this army is dispersed, 
after abandoning all its artillery and 
baggage. The English officers were 
the first who fled, nevertheless some of 
them could not reach the vessels whioh 
waited to convey them to Portugal. 
We surprised in the crowd, eleven 
monks attached to cannon, which 
like mules they were dragging. Not 
one of them escaped. Qeneral Merlin 
entered into the town, and established 
tranquillity in it. Admiral Massereda, 
marine minister, was sent to Bilboa ; 
he assembled the juntas and the pro- 
vince, and was satisfied with the good 
spirit of the deputies, and the resolu- 
tions which they adopted. At the 
moment of the attempt of the insurgents 
directed against the right of our army, 
the enemy seized upon Tudela, fifty 
leagues on our left. General Lcfebvre 
des Nonelles, marched with 300 Polish 
troops and two pieces of cannon tq 
mept him. He met his advanced 
guard composed of from 6000 to 7000 
men, immediately fell upon it, madq 
some hundreds of prisoners, and took 
two cannons. The King gave orders 
•to Qeneral Moncey to attack the enemy 
and occupy Tudela. His Majesty 
marched with his reserve towards that 
point, commanded by Capt. Saligny, 
captain ol his guards; Marshal Jourdan^ 
major general, and General Ballard, 
chief of the staff, accompanied his Ma- 
jesty. The enemy had at Tudela, 
20,000 men, but this did not retard 
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General Moncey, who entered the town 
on the 31st Aug. after having dispersed 
the rear guard of the enemy, the most 
intrepid part of whom had not dared to 
Advance more than three days journey 
from Burgos. He nevertheless made a 
new movement in the Mountains of St. 
Ander, near the sea, upon the right of 
our army. General Blake united his 
army, and attacked Bilboa ou the 20th 
nf September. 

Marsha) Ney fell upon him with 
Jour regiments ; 10,000 insurgents were 
overthrown, and fled into inaccessible 
mountains, after having been pursued 
two days. Since this affair General 
Martin lias remained at Bilboa, with a 
corps of his troops, and Marshal Ney 
lias taken his former position. 

The enemy not daring to approach 
the front of our army by the roads of 
communication, and persisting in his 
design to turn it, by manoeuvring upon 
its flanks, fell upon the left of the army 
at Sangnensa, where he was repulsed. 
Col. Ghopin took two pieces of cannon. 

General Blake having united in the 
mountains from 25 to 30,000 men, 
again disposed himself anew to march 
.against Bilboa. lie was already within 
two leagues of the town, when the 
King informed of this movement, order- 
ed Marshal Bessicrcs to attack Orduna 
with the divisions of Mouton and Mule, 
The troops were animated with the best 
spirit; they hoped, at least, to meet 
the enemy. If the insurgents had per- 
sisted in their project, a battle would 
have followed, the issue of which could 
not be doubtful ; but informed of the 
-approach of i the French they retired 
precipitately into the mountains. Every 
thing now leads us to iiope, that the 
insurgents will at last abandon their 
project of turning our positions. Three 
times they have made the attempt; 
what success can they hope from it, 
especially at a time when the troops 
coming from France will protect the 
flanks of our army. They must decide 
to give regular battle, aud measure 
their forces with the French in the 
plain, or rather, wnich will be most 
conformable to the true interests of the 
Spanish nation, return to obedience, 
acknow ledge their error, and turn their 
arms against the only enemy of Spain, 
Already the most enlightened part of 
the nation appreciates the benefits of 
the new constitution, and are only pre- 


vented by fear from making tbese senti- 
ments known. 

The 36th regiment of the line, a regi- 
ment of grenadiers, a regiment of light 
cavalry, three battalions of Voltigeurs 
of the King's guards, and three German 
regiments, have entered Spain. The 
division of Gen. Sebastiani, composed 
of 15,000 men, has already entered 
Bayonne, in which place, between the 
20th and 30th of this month, 100,006 
will arrive. 

The present moment is decisive for 
the Spanish nation. If, in awaking from 
their lethargy, they know their true in- 
terests — if they unite around their 
prince and their constitution, they will 
see in Frenchmen nothing but allies 
and friends. Then every thing might 
change : a moment only will by suffi- 
cient to render worthy of pity the gran- 
dees, who, after having solicited em- 
ployments from the King, in virtue of 
which they took the oatn of fidelity, did 
not attach themselves to his Majesty, 
Those monks who might have tranquilly 
passed their lives in their ’convents* 
agreeably to the promise which the 
King made him at Madrid. All those 
privileged persons who deceive the peo- 
ple, and excite rebellion, under pretext 
of supporting their interests, who are 
far from being injured by the new or- 
der of things, and who deceive them- 
selves iu thinking that they defend their 
particular interests, which are not me- 
naced. It is and always will be possible 
to do general good without injuring tho 
interests of any class of citizens ; but 
shall this be possible, when the war 
shall have carried its ravages into all 
parts of the country? Will not the first 
authors of this sedition be the first vie - 
tints ; and will the King after having 
been obliged to fight and conquer Spain, 
consent to preserve untouched the colos- 
sal riches of the great and of the clergy, 
who must be declared enemies of his peo- 
ple and of his throne . To day, the re- 
generation of Spain may be effected with- 
out diminishing the prerogatives of the 
privileged classes. To morrow, Spain 
being conquered, its regeneration must 
be immediate and total. 


PORTUGAL. 


Oporto, Oct . 13.— We have bad* 
since Monday last, a kind of second 
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revolution, which was occasioned by 
the arrival of the French tioops 
from Almeida, under an escort of 
240 men of the 6’th. British regi- 
ment. — They arrived at Cais Novo, 
below Massarallos, on Sunday morn- 
ing; but the sick, about 250 in 
number, came down from Pezo da 
Regoa, in four boats, under a guard 
of British soldiers, and arrived on 
Saturday morning. This, as you 
may suppose, attracted a great 
crowd on the bridge, and that day 
the people began to be dissatisfied. 
These were carried down to the cas- 
tle of St. John’s, and things remain- 
ed pretty quiet until the Monday 
morning. On Monday morning 
early, they were all embarked on 
board four transports, that had ar- 
rived the day before from Lisbon, 
and were lying at Massarallos with 
their baggage, arms, and ammuni- 
tion. This ordy tended to inflame 
the minds of the Portuguese mob, 
and they kept murmuring all day 
long. It was not until the evening, 
about seven o’clock, when the bells 
in the city, and round it, gave the 
alarm, that people of every descrip- 
tion, and from all parts, came down 
to Massarallos, lined the shores on 
both sides the river, some armed 
with guns, some with swords, and 
others with sticks, &c. Sir Robert 
.Wilson, with the Quarter-Master- 
General, who came down with the 
French from Almeida, and several 
other officers, went down to the cas- 
tle to have the baggage examined by 
them and the Governor Barmundo. 
Accordingly every thing was going 
on well, when they opened a box, 
which they found contained several 
rich vestments of the Portuguese 
priests. — This was enough to in- 
crease the dissatisfaction of the go- 
vernor, and he instantly gave orders 
that uo vessel should be allowed to 
pass the castle ; or if they attempted 
to go out to sink them. Every gun 
in the castle was loaded with shot, 
*ud remains so to this n^ment. The 


people of St.John’s soon heightened 
the story, and said that diamonds, 
sacraments, and church plate had 
been found, with many other things. 
This soon reached Oporto, and the 
mob, without listening to any thing 
that could be said to them, went 
down, and insisted upon killing the 
French in the castle. Some of the* 
English soldiers who where on guard 
at St. John’s, were attacked by the 
mob, but nothing of consequence 
happened. — The Portuguese troops 
were all out, and the bishop was- 
obliged to go down to St. John’s, 
where he succeeded in quieting the 
Povo; and about eight o’clock in 
the evening he returned to Oporto, 
accompanied by Sir Robert and se- 
veral other officers, English and 
Portuguese, amidst theories of “ Viva 
o Bispo — Destruction to the Regen- 
cy of Lisbon — the Bishop must be 
Viceroy." They however remained 
all night on both sides the river, 
and continued with patience until 
yesterday morning, when, by seven 
o’clock, there were more than 4000 
persons of all descriptions assembled, 
who appeared determined to attack 
the French that were on board the 
transports. Every preparation was 
made; several pieces of artillery 
were drawn up on both sides, and 
they bad mounted 20 guns on board 
of each of three Brazil ships that 
w'ere lying opposite the transports. 
Every moment increased the storm; 
and the French, who were preparing 
to meet the attack, were all provi- 
ded with 60 rounds each man, and 
determined to defend themselves. 
The wish of the Povo it was impos- 
sible to know; but it generally ap- 
peared that they wanted to destroy 
them all. About nine o’clock, the 
bishop came down in a barge, with 
Sir Robert Wilson, who was inde- 
fatigable on the occasion. Much 
praise is due to him for his exertions, 
to which we are indebted for things 
not taking a most serious turn. The 
mob would not hear any thing. 
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They wanted the Frenchmen's arms 
and baggage, and reproached the 
English with not assisting them. A 
negociation was established on the 
part of the people, by the bishop 
and Sir Robert Wilson, and propo- 
sitions were made to the French ge- 
neral, who was on board. This was 
a delicate point for Sir Robert. Be- 
ing the highest in rank here, he was 
obliged to see that the articles of 
capitulation were strictly executed ; 
and this was particularly observed 
by the French general. Sir Robert 
was employed in negociating from 
nine o'clock in the morning until, 
four o’clock in the afternoon. 

The French agreed to suffer their 
baggage to be searched, and to give 
up any thing that should be found 
belonging to the Portuguese ; but 
as to giving up their arms, they 
would not consent, and said they 
would rather die than submit to it. 
This was communicated to the juiz 
do pova, and then commenced the 
alarming scene. Persons from both 
sides of the river jumped into boats, 
and were proceeding to attack the 
transports ; but by the exertions and 
perseverance of Sir Robert, tran- 
quillity was again restored, and the 
French offered to give up their arms 
outside of the bar. This, however, 
was not acceded to, but at last it 
was agreed that they should be dis- 
embarked, their baggage examined 
on shore, and that they should leave 
their arms. Barges from all parts 
went off to the transports, but they 
took care to begin with the three 
that were not armed ; for one has 
six 6-pounders, which the French 
have kept loaded since the beginning 
of this affair. They took every thing 
out of the transports, even the pro- 
visions and wearing epparel of the 
ships' owners; every thing was 
brought ashore, and in a short time 
every thing had disappeared. The 
Frenchmen were landed, and are 
now at a warehouse next to those of 
the wine Company at Massarallos. 


By this time it wasaTmost dark, and 
the armed transport remained un- 
molested. There are on board of 
this about 300 French, who have 
since remained on board ; the others 
are guarded by our troops, and 
some Portuguese cavalry, to pre- 
vent the mob from destroying them. 
We do not know what has passed be- 
tween the bishop and Sir Robert, 
but the Portuguese seem to be 
ashamed of their conduct, and it » 
evident that their object wa9 no 
other than plunder. 

Oct . 15. — Perfect tranquillity is 
again restored, and we hope things 
will go on well. Gen. Beresford is 
expected to-morrow with 5000 men 
from Lisbon, on their way to the 
north of Spain. 


ARMISTICE 

CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE 
SWEDES AND RUSSIANS IN THB 
NOIiTH OF FINLAND. 

There shall be an armistice con- 
cluded for an unlimited time be- 
tween the Russian troops posted as 
well upon the river of Gamla Carlby 
as in the environs of Knopio, and the 
Swedish army under Count Klings- 
por, from the moment of the signa- 
ture of this armistice, till eight days 
after either party give notice of its 
cessation. Neither of the contract- 
ing parties, whilst this armistice 
lasts, shall send any part of their 
troops to act in other parts. The 
Russians, which are in the govern* 
ment of Wasa, will keep their posi- 
tions at Gamla Carlby, and the 
Swedish troops theirs at HemangO, 
and not advance their advanced posts 
beyond Kannus, and from the church 
of llykannus to the lake of Leski, 
and from thence .in a right line to 
the church of ldansalmi. And in 
order that there may remain a neu- 
tral space between the two armies, 
the Russians 'shall place their advan- 
ced post9 iH*Wch a manner as nbt to 
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pass the river which empties itself 
into the Juntela. On the side of 
Knopio the Swedish troops shall 
place themselves in such a manner 
that the chord) of Idensalmi may 
remain neuter* The Russiarl troops 
shall occupy the defile which is in 
the south-east of it £ and the Swedes 
that on the north-west. Should the 
imperial Russian troops have parsed 
the church of Idensalmi on the other 
side before these orders arrive* they 
shall retire to the position agreed 
Upon. 

There shall be an exchange of 


prisoners, man for man, tank against 
ranki 

Suchkelin, 

Field Marshal, General in Chief; 

Le ComCte de Kaminsky, ' 
Lieutenant General. 
Head-Quarters, Lucco , 17-23 d 
Sept . 1808. 

Gotfenburgh , Oct. 17* — The King 
is displeased with the guards, and 
has broke them ancf disgraced all 
the officers. This will create great 
discontent among the first families 
here. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS ON THE CONVENTION IN PORTUGAL. 


The Common Council of London 
assembled on the 17th ult. to receive 
the answer to their address, on the 
subject of the convention which ter* 
minuted the campaign in Portugal. 
The Recorder having read the an* 
swer — 

Mr. Waithman rose and addres- 
sed the court — He could not, he 
said, allow this answer to pass with* 
out some observations, stating it at 
the same time to be his intention to 
propose suQh a resolution founded 
upon it, as the nature of the case 
appeared to him to demand. He 
confessed that this was a subject of 
some delicacy, and it was probable 
be would hear several objections to 
the course he was pursuing from 
the' gentleman opposite (Mr. S. 
Dixon), and others, who seemed 
much more anxious to avoid what- 
ever might be disagreeable to the 
crown, than to guard the rights and 
privileges either of the democratic 
cal or aristocrat ical branches of our 
constitution. But the answer was 
constitutionally to be considtued as 
that of his Majesty’s advisers, and 
as such he felt himself perfectly at 
liberty to comment upon it. He 
therefore thought it unnecessary to 
spy anything further on that point, 
vpj,. it 


With regard to the answer itself, ha 
certainly thought it a most extraor- 
dinary one. He conceived that the 
corporation of London had a righl 
to approach the throne with peti- 
tions and remonstrances, even al- 
though his Majesty might have ex- 
pressed an intention of adopting 
such proceedings as they might re- 
commend. It was proper that the 
King should be acquainted with the 
state of public opinion on all oc- 
casions, whether for or against the 
measures of his ministers; and rk 
was the duty, as well as the privi- 
lege of the subject to give that in- 
formation to the crown. It was 
the mode established by the con- 
stitution, for conveying the truth 
to the ear of the sovereign, in spite 
of the machinations of those around 
him who might wish to keep'him in 
darkness. This was not a rigin 
conceded by the crown as a favour ; 
but one required and demanded at 
the revolution as essential to our 
civil liberties, and to be exercised 
without obstruction or censure. It 
appeared from the records of the 
court, that they had often gone up 
with petitions and remonstrances to 
the throne, drawn up in a style and 
spirit much less humble, than their 

N U 
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late address, and yet the answers 
had not been of so repulsive a des- 
cription. But thp degrading reply 
fvhidb they bad just heard read, 
they bad drawn upon themselves ; 
and if it bad been merely a severe 
lecture upon their past conduct bp 
owned he would not have been sor- 
ry. During the last twenty years, 
a period distinguished for the most 
momentous occurrences that ever 
called for the interposition of any 
body of men, the court of common 
Council bad scarcely ever exercised 
its right of petitioning or remonstra- 
ting, except some years ago on the 
occasion of the high price of provi- 
sions, when they petitioned for con- 
vening the parliament. But during 
all that time they not only did not 
emit, but eagerly sought for occa- 
sions of congratulation. They were 
ever forward to shew their zeal for 
prerogative and the rights of the 
•crown; but no, anxiety appeared to 
•guard the privileges of the other 
branches of the constitution. “ The 
glorious independence of the crown 
was the constant cry;'* but when 
diad their voices been raised for the 
glorious independence of the houses 
-of lords and commons l Occasion 
was then taken in the answer, to re- 
mind the corporation, “ that it was 
inconsistent with the principles of 
British justice, to pronounce judg- 
ment without previous investiga- 
tion/* How it was possible to con- 
strue the address, so as to imagine 
•that it had pronounced judgment 
.previous to investigation, he did not 
fknow.* It called for inquiry certain- 
dy— -it called for punishment on the 
guilty, without pretending to point 
out where the guilt rested. That 
was -the matter to be investigated ; 
and if no guilt was found, then of 
course there could be no punishment. 
He himself had moved a petition for 
an inquiry into the business at the 
H elder ; and this was opposed on the 
ground that the minister of the crown 
would certainly institute one without 


any call from the court. A worthy 
Colleague of his said , that the motm 
Was unfortunately full of truth, hi 
then it was unnecessary . AnstitU 
member however moved a resatathk 
that the motion was a disgrace to the 
court , and an insult to the arm$$ 
and incredible as it might appearit It 
court was so constituted at that tht 
that he carried it. From the * mfa 
and gestures of the genllepiaft opp sfe 
site (9. Dixon), he supposed it 
jwould have done the same 
with respect to the last addre*t>jf 
he durst have done it. Wbc&*fe 
were told that the church astd'est 
holy religion were in danger; & 
court went up with an addresses!* 
though the danger, supposing th 
had been any, was known 
over, for his Majesty had I 

time dismissed his tbea miitiMfc 
and chosen the present ** No^N* 
pery” Administration. Tha *'$£' 

tlem&n had then no objection wMi 
tip with what, according Co 
ciples, might be called an unafltttr 
sary address, and yet he tredM 
this subject with levity. Hew/% 
the present circumstances of 
country, a matter of this isafh 
tance could be so treated by*& 
son in his senses, he waj? at aftjfNr . 
conceive. When our'hrms tylOf 
were attended with sueh ccmhj$ 
disasters, and these sometnMfw* 
lowing victories, it was tinie'td#* 
ercise our constitutional ptmm 
of petitioning for inquiries witMh 
gour and perseverance. BuHttfa 
said, “ that recent drcunpflMlfc 
might have convinced us ’tb&lh 
Majesty was at all times 
institute inquiries, on occsakMtflfc ] 
which the character of the comm 
or the honour of his arms w*r*w* 
cerned ; and that the ittterpdltfte 
of the city of London Was vntnfNW ® 
sary/' He supposed- the * f rt to M t 
must be to General Wttlekxfkeirf | 
Sir H. Popham. But ^ yet it**). j 
perfectly well known, that th hfi 
the greatest attention jtftd in yhfy 
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kad been shewn in squeezing money 
lout of the pockets of the people, it 
was found almost impossible to pre** 
vent the embezzling of their proper*- 
ty 9 or to get the offenders brought 
io justice. The strongest attempts 
had been made to prevent the 
bringing of Lord Melville to trial — j- 
*nd the business of Alex, Davidson 
had not as yet been publicly inves- 
tigated* He had been told that mi- 
nisters would institute an inquiry 
into the business at the Helder, but 
no investigation bad taken place — 
and would they be more earnest to 
institute an inquiry into the causes 
of the convention which they had 
announced as a victory, than into 
the business of the Helder, which 
had been allowed to be a great ca- 
lamity. The situation of the army 
in Holland had been, according to 
the account of officers who were 
there, the most horrid that could 
be well imagined — men perishing 
in the snow, amidst plains where 
they could have no shelter, with 
other circumstances almost too 
shocking to describe. Yet no in- 
vestigation had taken place into the 
'Causes of the evacuation of Holland. 
What need he mention the case of 
Quiberon, where arms for $8,000 
had been delivered by us, and af- 
terwards turned against ourselves ? 
What need he mention the affair at 
Ferrol, where the inhabitants were 
seen coming out humbly with the 
keys by 18,000 men who had land- 
ed, as if to take a survey, but where 
the keys being taken for guns, the 
whole array was hastily embarked ! 
i*P inquiry had been instituted into 
these disastrous events. Expensive 
expeditions were every now and 
then proposed, trusting to chance 
for an object— and were the people 
who bore fbe expence to be ob- 
structed and reproved for calling for 
investigation as to the mismanage- 
ment of these expeditions ? Many 
pother eases might be mentioned, if 
it Were necessary. As to fjencral 


Whitelocke, it was not to ’this day 
known who had procured his ap*> 
poihtment. All that was known 
was, that be had been appointed 
under one administration, and 
brought to trial by another* Sir H.j 
Popbam had been appointed by one* 
brought to trial by another, and af*» 
ter being reprimanded by a court* 
martial, was again taken into favour 
by a third. Lord Melville, to be 
sure, had been acquitted— rvery pro- 
perly, no doubt — he could not now 
contest that — but# notwithstanding 
the very considerable minority 
against him, and the resolution on 
the journals of the house of com- 
mons, he was taken into favour at 
court, and had a considerable share 
in advising the measures of the pre- 
sent administration. If the same 
system were pursued in our army 
as' in our navy, the same conse- 
quences would follow. The men 
were the same; the difference was 
only in the way of managing them* 
Sensible of the importance qf pro* 
moting inquiries by every possible 
means, he could not but think the 
answer to the petition of the city of 
London very ill judged, to say the 
least of it. He would move, there- 
fore, that it be entered on the jour* 
nals, with a resolution expressive of 
the opinion entertained of it by the 
representatives of the city of London 
in the common council. 

Mr. S. Dixon insisted, that the 
answer ought to be entered sepa- 
rately, apd asked the Recorder, 
whether this was not the usual prac- 
tice? The Recorder replied, that 
it was the practice to propose the 
motion for entering the answer se- 
parately first ; and if any thing was 
intended to be added, to move it as 

an amendment. Mr. Waithman 

observed, that he would contend a* 
gainst all the lawyers in Westmin- 
ster Hall, that the court might do 
as it pleased, as there was no stand- 
ing order on the point. This was 
at any rate an extraordinary occa- 
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•ion, and required an extraordinary 
proceeding. 

Mr. Quin said, that he offered 
himself to the notice of the court, 
divested of all prejudice either 
for or against ministers. Of many 
of their great foreign measures 
he approved ; he was sorry he could 
not say so much for their domestic 
proceedings. He appeared simply 
as a representative of the citizens of 
London, to guard their honour and 
protect their privileges as far as lay 
in his power. The answer to the 
address was undoubtedly to be re- 
garded as that of the ministers, since, 
Constitutionally speaking, the King 
could do no wrong. The scources 
of the prerogative were so pure; 
that it was given only for the good 
of the people. Fit was then the an- 
swer of the ministeis, and he be- 
lieved it might be considered as the 
answer of the noble lord by whom 
it was delivered. That was a me- 
lancholy day for the court in one 
sense, but it was a glorious one in 
another. They had left their own 
place of meeting to tell the truth ; 
they had left the advisers of the an- 
swer, not with sorrow, but disdain 
and contempt. The cause for which 
they had petitioned was great and 
noble. They had done their duty 
in presenting their address. The 
•shame of the answer rested with o- 
thers. There were three points in 
that answer, which appeared to him 
to call particularly for animadver- 
sion. In the first place, he should 
have thought it unnecessary to tell 
the corporation of London, “ that 
it was inconsistent with the princi- 
ples of the British constitution to 
pronounce judgment without previ- 
ous investigation.” This was a truism 
with which every one was acquaint- 
ed ; and if the answer should appear 
without the address, posterity would 
be apt to think the common council 
of this day destitute of common 
sense. But perhaps it was thought 
that tfeft opiuion of the corporation 
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on the transactions in Portugal had 
been too strongly expressed; but 
could this be the case with respect 
to an affair, which was stated in tbs 
concluding part of the answer it* 
self, “ to have disappointed tbs 
hopes and expectations of the ns* 
tion ?” The second point was the 
observation, that “ recent occurren* 
ces might have convinced the city, 
that his Majesty was at all times 
ready to institute enquiries.” Ail 
investigation had indeed taken place 
in the case of Sir R, Calder, whose 
old age had been rendered miserable 
by a sentence severe in any view of 
the matter; but most severe when 
contrasted with the easy escape of 
many others. Did the noble lord 
who delivered the answer, recollect 
the transactions of the last 15 yean? 
Did he recollect the retreat at Das* 
kirk, and his own projected march 
to Pans ? In looking at these eveals 
and their consequences, did it not 
appear necessary to call for inquiry i 
The Royal Duke at Dunkirk com- 
manded forty thousand men. it was 
discovered at length that heavy ar- 
tillery was wanted ; and when this 
was sent, it was found that the balk 
did not suit the calibres. Why was 
there no inquiry into all this? When 
Holland was evacuated, the army M 
in December performed a march of 
ten weeks to Bremen — a thing in then 
equal to the retreat of the ten thosp 
sand; and all this while the Royal 
Duke was at head- quarters at a contir 
derable distance . On another occur 
sion, when an expedition wasMnt into 
Holland , it yj as found that the army 
wanted a commander, the Royal Duke 
being in London ! The command 
was taken by one who h^d since glo- 
riously fallen in his country’s cause 
(Abercrombie) and success attended 
bis course. The Royal Duke. 
length arrived : he had 50,000 mm 
under his command; the conclusion 
was a capitulation , with a stipulation 
to deliver up -8000 French captiveh 
find thttt tAfir fast sfqmi »•/ : Wit 
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fpas there no inquiry into this ? W by 
. was there no inquiry into the causes 
.of the failure of Ferrol ? Our sol- 
diers were of the same character 
with our. seamen, but the effects of 
.Jtheir exertions were constantly lia- 
ble to he tarnished by the mischie- 
. vous system of secret courts of in- 
quiry instead of open courts-martial. 
; The third point was, “ that the in- 
. terposition of the city of London was 
unnecessary.” What strange crime 
. did the noble lord suppose the city 
. to have committed by this interpo- 
sition ? Other places, however, in 
spite of his intended check, had 
, chosen to partake in the guilt. — 
Winchester had interposed— so had 
Westminster, Berkshire, &c. In 
J()2i the parliament remonstrated 
,with James the First, who had come 
from Scotland replete with despotic 
.notions, about the system of policy 

* which he pursued. The reply was, 

that the parliament ought not to 
interpose in any prerogative matter, 

, except the Kmg was pleased to de- 

* pi re it.” This prerogative extended 
to all points of the King's public 
duty. Such was the notion of the 
right .of interposition under the Stu- 
arts ; and the noble lord who deli- 
vered the answer appeared to have 
taken his ideas on the subject from* 
this source. The city of London, 

. therefore, ought not to interpose 
. unless his Majesty was pleased to 
. desire it ! But it ought to be recol- 
. lected, that these despotic principles 
. drove the Stuarts from the throne. 
Had Magna Charta — had the Bill of 
Rights, and the other great docu- 
ments securing our liberties, been 
forgotten ? Had the noble lord 
< looked at the first of William, where 
. the right to petition was recognized ? 

. In Russia a regulation had opce been 
made, that no petition was to be 
presented in the first instance, ex- 
cept to a minister. It was then to 
. he presented to a second ; and lastly, 
it might be presented tojhesove- 
hfipself, but it was at tfie ppjil 
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.of the life of the petitioner. Were we 
to be driven to this pass? In the 
reigns of Henry and Elizabeth, even 
while the constitution was floating 
between life and death, the answers 
were less insulting than that now 
read. Even Charles the first had 
treated the remonstrance of the city 
of London with more respect. To 
keep the truth from the ear of the 
sovereign was the surest way to 
bring a government into contempt. 
This had iately been exemplified in 
the case of Spain. We ought to 
learn wisdom from experience. — 
The ministers received flattery with 
.smiles, but turned up their noses at 
tbe truth. It becamfe the court, 
however, to have a due sense of its 
own dignity, and to act as became 
the representatives of the city of 
London ; liot with a view of pleasing 
any ministers, but with a single eye 
to the common weal. This he ho- 
ped it would do on the present occa- 
sion. The whole of the motion of 
his worthy friend had his hearty , con- 
currence. 

Mr. Dixon said, if the worthy 
mover and seconder of tbe present 
resolution should not carry their mo- 
tion, they would at least have effec- 
ted one object, which, he was satis- 
fied they bad much at heart — they 
would have a great deal of their 
speeches in the public newspapers. 

. No person, be declared could be 
more anxious than he was to sup- 
port the dignity of that court, but, 
at the same time, be was anxious 
pot to detract from the dignity of 
thecrown, and the respect it was en- 
titled to receive from every denomi- 
nation ofthe subjectsof these realms. 
The gentleman opposite (Mr.Waith- 
man) had, as usual, been lavish of his 
abuse of him (Mr. Dixon). He for- 
gave him for it on that day, on eve- 
ry day past, and on every day to 
come ; all he begged of that gentle- 
man was, that he would never praises 
him. It was not his intention, at 
present to enter into, the merits gf 
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the resolution moved by the honour- 
able gentleman opposite; without 
signifying either assent or disappro- 
bation of the terms of that resolution, 
be should content himself with now 
moving, agreeably to the practice 
of the court, that the whole of the 
resolution after the word 44 That"' 
be omitted for the purpose of in- 
serting the words “ That his Majes- 
ty's most gracious answer be entered 
on the journals of the court/* After 
this resolution should have been 
agreed to, it would still he in the 
povverofthehon. gentleman to follow 
it up with his present resolution, or 
piny other which he might think pro- 
per to propose. 

The Recorder here again read the 
original and amended resolutions, in 
doing so, he by a laj sus described 
his Majesty’s answer as “ most grie- 
vous,” instead of “ most gracious ” 
and thereby occasioned considerable 
laughter in the court. 

Mr. Alderman Birch appealed to 
the solid sense and good understand- 
ing of the court, and hoped they 
would not allow themselves, in the 
heat of the moment, to pass a reso- 
lution which they might afterwards 
look at with a considerable degree 
of regret. The resolution bore that 
it was the privilege of that court,* 
pind of the subjects of these kingdoms 
in general, to approach the throne 
without obstruction and without re- 
proof. He should not deny that we 
were at all times entitled to petition 
bis Majesty, and to state our grie- 
vances; but would any man contend, 
that his Majesty had not an equal 
right to make whatanswer be thought 
proper to such address or petition ? 
He threw out of his consideration 
the idea which some gentlemen 
seemed to entertain, that in going 
up to the throne they were going 
Up to the ministers. His view of 
the subject was very different. He 
conceived that the court had no right 
to know any thing farther of the an- 
swer, than that it was the answer Of 


the sovereign, atid in no othfcr light 
were they entitled to regard it. — It 
was on that understanding be sup- 
ported the address to its full extent; 
but he could never go the length Of 
daring to dispute his Majesty’s right 
to answer it as he thought proper, 
however much he might lament the 
terms of snch answer. 

Mr. Alderman Combe expressed 
his astonishment at the doctrine he 
had just heard, so false, and so 
justly reprobated as it bad always 
been held in the best times of the 
constitutional history of these king* 
dome. The answer of his Majesty 
to an address was well known, and 
universally admitted, to be the an- 
swer of his ministers. His Majesty’* 
speech was uniformly received and 
discussed in parliament as the speech 
of his ministers ; and it was admitted 
to be competent for every man, pub- 
lic and private, to discuss it as he 
pleased. He did not question the 
right of his Majesty to ret uni what 
answer he chose to such addresses 6s 
that court, or any other body, dr 
number of individuals, might pre- 
sent to him, AH he contended for 
was, the right of that court to state 
the sensation which they felt on 
ceiving an answer such as the preseht 
to any add i ess which they might 
bave presented to bis Majesty. The 
address to which the ahswer in ques- 
tion had been returned, was not to 
be treated as if it had been the ad- 
dress of a faction, or of a short ma- 
jority. It was the unanimous ad- 
dress of that coqrt, breathing a 
sentiment unanimously adopted 
through the country. The affront 
thrown on the court, therefore, in 
the answer which had been made to 
it, was uncalled for and unnecessa- 
ry. The motion now made by bis 
honourable friend (Mr. Waitbmab) 
did not bar or impeach the right of 
the crown t6 return any answer it 
thought proper. He hoped bis fcb* 
nourable friend would follow ft dp 
with another address, which show 
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be again carried up to the throne, 
which he should raost cotfhally join 
in present ng. 

Mr. Alderman Birch, referring to 
the words of the resolution, decla- 
ring that it was the right of the court 
to approach the throne ** without 
obstruction or reproof,” stated, that 
these were the words to which, par- 
ticularly, he objected. 

' Mr. Clarke and another member 
submitted, that the use of the term 
i( gracious answer” when coupled 
with the resolution immediately fol- 
lowing, would convey a contradic- 
tion in terms. 

Mr. Ejeputy Coodbehere argued, 
tjiat if ever there was a time when the 
rights and privileges of the city ot 
London ought not to be compromi- 
sed, this was jthe period. As the 
court asserted their own privileges 
and independence, so would they be 
appreciated by ,the country at large. 
The answer of bis Majesty to the 
city address, he regarded as being 
highly injudicious, improper and 
dangerous. When one and all ought 
to be united with one heart and one 
hand, as an independent nation, the 
pity of London had been loaded with 
insult and degradation. This, he 
MibrnUted, was a crime of the great- 
est magnitude, as being calculated 
in an eminent degree to produce 
anarchy and confusion. As well 
might gentlemen say that the corpo- 
ration should at once surrender, or 
allow aH their privileges to be snatch- 
ed from them, as recommend it to 
them to pass over the present an- 
swer in silence. An extraordinary 
Case required an extraordinary mea- 
sure to rqeet it. — Never had one 
occurred which could serve as a 
parallel to the case now before them ; 
and that being so, he trusted the 
Court would see the necessity of ad- 
hering to their rights and privileges. 
This they would do, if they did not 
wish to degrade themselves, and to 
abandon the cause of the country. 
i Mr •.Griffith* contrasted the con- 
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duct pursued by ministers on the? 
present occasion, and on theaddres^ 
before last, which had been passed 
in that court. Then it was signified 
to them that a full attendance would 
be expected , as it was his Majesty’* 
wish to see them all . Here however i 
they could not be received in state . — 
Ministers had advised his Majesty 
otherwise. A worthy alderman , who 
had always been extremely forward in f 
going up with addresses ( Birch ) had, 
tooi been backward on this last oexa- 
sion , and the court had to wait half 
an hour before two aldermen could be 
found to go up with the address ! The 
answer , he conceived , to be most un- 
gracious. 

Mr. lVaithman,\t\ reply, declared, 
that of all the extraordinary doctrine* 
which he had been accustomed to 
hear in that court from the gentle- 
man opposite (Dixon), and a worthy 
alderman (Birch), nothing had ever 
surprised him so much as what hd 
had heard this day. He had been 
^informed by the worthy alderman 
that the answer was to be held the 
answer of the King, not of his mini- 
sters — of course, that no responsi- 
bility attached to ministers from 
any answer^ which the King might 
make to an address. The worthy 
commoner had denied all argument 
to his honourable friend(Mr.QuijuJ 
It might, therefore, have been ex-* 
pected that he himself would have 
used something like argument. But 
no — he, as usual, had the good sense 
not to get out of his depth, and had, 
of course, confined himself to abuse, 
and despicable quibble. It would be 
necessary for him to bring to mind 
who was the person by whom in the 
year 1800 a similar motion to that 
now proposed by him, was made. 4 
petition was then presented to his Ma- 
jesty, requesting him to call parlia- 
ment together, in consequence of $ 
scarcity which then threatened the 
country. The answer was cold, and 
alderman Hibbert, than whom a 
ipore worthy man never sat in that 
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court, thinking that he might have 
expressed some regret for the dis- 
tresses of the people, along with the 
motion for entering the answer on 
the journals of the court, moved 
words expressive of this feeling.This 
he thought was sufficient in answer 
to what had fallen from the worthy 
gentleman (Mr. Dixon) ; as to any 
idea of abusing that worthy gentle- 
man, he never carried his abuse be- 
yond the public conduct of the per- 
son to whom he alluded; and if a 
man could not defend his public 
conduct, he must not expect to es- 
cape if he would obtrude himself on 
pnblic notice. Praise the worthy 
gentleman for his political conduct, 
he could not do with any regard to 
truth. As to the worthy alderman, 
for twelve years that he had obser- 
ved him in this court, he had never 
till this day observed him attempt 
any thing like a reply. He had now 
appeared in a new character ; he had 
been unhappy in the exhibition, and 
lie hoped he would never try it 
again. He seemed to be a pupil of 
Sir II. Filmer, and like many pupils 
he had gone beyond his master, and. 
had laid it down that a King might 
be and actually was his own master. 
The great object of petitioning was, 
to take care that truth should reach 
the royal ear. The common coun- 
cil of London had, on this principle, 
gone up to his Majesty and stated 
their wishes, and were they now, 
after having been reproved for doing 
so, to stand still and not to tell his 
Majesty that he had been badly 
cotincilled ? The worthy alderman 
might continue to boast of our glori- 
ous constitution, and of our lords 
and commons; ho might talk as he 
pleased of the dangers ot popery, 
and of the blessings of our true reli- 
gion ; but if we did not possess that 
privilege which the worthy aldermart 
seemed inclined to deny us, we should 
soon cease to have any privilege 
whatever. Having contended, how- 
ever, against this principle; th« wof- 
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thy alderman would, perhaps, have | 
the goodness to tell what he thought’ 
the people of this country ought td* 
do. Would he recotnmend to them 
to stand still , as the Spaniards had ' 
dune , till things had come to suck 
a crisis that they could only adcitif 
their King to run away f Were they* 
the friends to the constitution, 
to the country, or to his Majesty* 
who would give such atl advice t 
Was it not this advice which hrad he*’ 
t rayed the Stuart family ? Which' 
had continued to deceive the King, 
till he was obliged to abdicate his* 
throne, and which latterly produced 1 
the glorious revolution, of which the | 
right now contended for by him 1 
(Mr. Waithman), but objected W , 
by the worthy alderman, was the ! 
corner stone and pillar ? He waf 
soi ry to observe levity prevail hf ] 
the discussion of a question of sudtf 
momentous import. The fate at 
the country required this court TO 
interfere, and apprise his Majesty tif 
the public wish. This was the vet f 
time to call on him to resort to bet* 
tor councils. The great Sir 
Temple said, that great occasion! i 
wanted great men, and great mert ! 
wanted great occasions. Never wa* j 
this country in such a crisis asthr 
present, or 'in one in which theftf 
was a greater w ? ant of great alerti* | 
The question for the court, and (bf 
the Country to consider, was, if tb*f 
wished to become the mark for tic* 1 
slow moving finger of scorn to point’ 
at. It was impossible to feel ontbflf 
subject like Englishmen, and notf 
to feel degraded. — Minister! weftf 
often obliged, by traps and triCkV 
to attempt to awaken the exertion 
of the state. In the present aituattdfc 
of things, however, there were ftif 
two opinions. The public wisW* 
mated as by one feeling. They hid 
even thrust ministers forward fn tW 
contest. They had given liberally 
they had given all that was dertii* 
ded of them ; and was it td 
dared, after ministers had 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



1803 .] 


tubfic Meetings on tie Convention in Portugal. 


as* 


frbat they could get, that we should 
have the mortification of seeing ali 
ruined either by their imbecility, or 
that of those appointed by them, 
and be denied even the consolation 
of expressing our grievances, and 
demanding inqniry into the causes 
by which our calamities have been 
occasioned. He hoped not only 
that the resolution now proposed 
would be carried, but that it would 
be carried unanimously. It did 
not seem possible that anyjnan could 
Oppose it, who was not a place man 
or a place-hunter. 

Mr. Dixon said, the Worthy gen* 
tleman took pleasure in representing 
the country ^as ruined. He, on the 
other hand, declared it to be the 
admiration and wonder of the world. 
If the honourable gentleman's ideas 
otour Kings were correct too, what 
would they be but puppets, ready 
to receive instructions. Though 
KHfgs could do no wrong, he could 
not help recollecting, that their acts 
were sometimes visited on them. 
One had lost his throne, and ano- 
ther his life, for what the honour- 
able gentleman would call the work 
of their ministers. 

The question on Mr. Dixon's a- 
mcndment, namely, omitting all the 
resolution, except the word “ That" 
his Majesty’s most gracious answer 
be entered on the journals, was now 
put and negatived, by a great majo- 
rity. The original resolution, moved 
by Mr. Waithman, was then put 
and carried, Alderman Birch and 
two or three commoners alone hold- 
ing up their hands against it. 

Mr, Waithnan said, the business 
would be incomplete if it were to 
rest here. He therefore moved, that 
an humble address and petition be 
presented to his Majesty, in con- 
formity to the said resolution, ex- 
pressing the desire of that court, 
that a strict and rigid inquiry should 
he made into the causes which led 
to the convention in Portugal, as 
^fell as into the present system of 
VOL. iv. 


our military preferments ; and that 
his Majesty would be graciously 
pleased to order his parliament to 
be forthwith assembled, for the 
purpose of considering of the most 
effectual means for carrying tho$e 
desirable objects into execution, 

Mr. Jacks , Mr. Clarke ’, and Mr. 
Deputy Box were of opinion, that 
the proposed address should not be 
carried through but at a special 
meeting called for the purpose. It 
might otherwise seem that the court 
had been taken by surprise. 

Mr. Dixon disapproved of an ad- 
dress at all. His Majesty had al- 
ready assured the court, that an in- 
quiry should be instituted. It would 
imply a doubt of the truth of this 
assurance, to repeat the application; 
and the request to convene parlia- 
ment would go the length of infer- 
ring, that the court would not b« 
satisfied even with a second declara- 
tion of his Majesty's sincerity. 

Mr. Alderman Combe objected to 
that part of the motion which ex- 
tended to our military system. He 
doubted if *»the common council 
could be supposed sufficiently quali- 
fied to judge on that subject. 

Mr. Waithman had no objection 
to omit that part of bis motion. 

Mr. Alderman Birch objected to 
the address, particularly if it were to 
be conformable to thejresolution. He 
again alluded to the words obstruc- 
tion and reproof, and remarked that, 
though the court had indeed been 
reproved, they could not complain 
of obstruction, they haung been 
admitted to present their address. 

Mr. Waithman insisted on tho 
propriety of seeing that his Majesty 
was not allowed to remain in igno- 
rance of the opinion of that court ; 
that his Majesty bad been badly ad- 
vised. He had no objection, how- 
ever, as several gentlemen seemed 
to wish it, to withdraw his motioft 
for the present. 

It was then ordered, that the re- 
solution of the court, passed tha$ 
90 
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day, be inserted in the usual morn- 
ing and evening papers. 

The following are the resolutions as 
moved by Mr. Wait tun an, and 
carried without a division. 

Resolved, 

That his Majesty's answer beentered 
upon the journals. That at the same 
time this court cannot forbear declaring 
it as their opinion that the address and 
petition presented to his Majesty by 
this court on Wednesday, the 12tli 
instant, was conceived in the most du- 
tiful and respectful terms ; that it is 
the undoubted right of the subject to 
petition, and that this right, ought at 
all times to he freely exercised in all 
tnptters of public grievance without ob- 
#4ruction or reproof. 

< That they are, therefore, at a loss to 
know by wlmt construction of their said 
petition, however strained or perverted, 
Ins Majesty's advisers could attribute 
to them any intention or desire u to 

PRONOUNCE JUDGMENT WITHOUT PRE- 
VIOUS INVESTIGATION." 

That they are equally at a loss to 
know why his Majesty's advisers should 
nave deemed it necessary to remind 
them. “ That it was inconsistent with 
the principles of British justice," unless 
to throw an unmerited .^#dium on this 
corporation, arid raise a barrier be- 
tween them and the crown, on all oc- 
casions where their objfrfct is free and 
constitutional inquiry. 

That had this court refrained from 
expressing to his Majesty their feelings 
At the humiliating termination of the 
campaign in Portugal, they must have 
ceased to feel — to think — to act as 
Britons, and have shewn themselves 
unsusceptible of that patriotism so es- 
sentially necessary for the preservation 
, of their liberties-— the maintenance of 
their national honour — and the inde- 
pendence and security of his Majesty's 
Crown and dominions. 

They cannot, therefore, sufficiently 
* express their concern, that they should, 
by any suggestions, have met with ob- 
struction and reprehension in the exer- 
cise of this undoubted and invaluable 
right. 

That they particularly regret that his 
Majesty should have been advised to 
express a hope, “ That recent occur- 
rences would have convinced them, that 
Lis Majesty is at all times ready to in- 
stitute inquiries on occasions in which 


THE CHARACTER OP THE COUNTRY, 01 
THE HONOUR OF HIS ARMS IS CONCERK- 
ED; AND THAT THE INTERPOSITION OP 

the citt of London could not be ne- 
cessary FOR INDUCING his Majestt 
TO DIRECT due INQUIRY INTO A TRANS- 
ACTION WHICH HAD - DISAPPOINTED THE 
HOPES AND EXPECTATIONS OF THE NA- 
TION." 

Because it appears, that during the 
eventful period of the last 15 years, 
various enterprises and expedition* 
haye been undertaken, " in which ths 

CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRY, AND THE 

noNouR of his majesty’s ARMS WEBS 
concerned," which have grievously 
failed, and u disappointed thf. hopes 

AND EXPECTATIONS OF THE NATION," 

AND INTO whicH “ DUE INQUIRY," 
HAS NOT BEEN MADE. That in 
one of the recent occurrences to which 
his Majesty's answer refers, it is not 
known even at the present moment bt 
WHOSE ADVICE THE COMMANDER IN 
CHIEF WAS APPOINTED, OR ON WH^P 
ACCOUNT SUCH A COMMANDER WAS SE- 
LECTED. 

That during all these eakunitorii 
events, and wasteful profusion ofbtoxi 
and treasure, the public burthens have 
been patiently borne, and his Majesty 
has not been called upon by u the in- 
terposition of the city of London,” (it* 
their humble supplication must be so 
termed) to institute inquiries into these 
failures, although it appears to them 1 
that such “ interposition” might hare 
been highly necessary and beneficial to 
the country, and by promoting due 
inquiry" precluded the necessity of their 
late application. 

That during these unhappy reverses, 
and while his Majesty's subje.cts sub- 
mitted to so many privations, the most 
shame! al and scandalous abuses and 
peculations have prevailed ; into which 
” due inquiry" has not been made so as 
to bring to justice such great public 
delinquents. 

That whoever advised his Majesty to 
put so unfavourable and unwarrantable 
a construction on their late petition, 
has abused the confidence of his Sove- 
reign, and is equally an enemy to his 
Majesty and the just rights of his people. 

r \ hat they do not attribute guilt to 
any one, much less do they pronounce 
judgment without previous investigt- 
tion. They ask for investigation, prompt 
and rigid investigation, and the puwso - 
ipent of gmli wherever it m&y be foufld* 
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MIDDLESEX MEETING. 

TIIE CONVENTION. 

Mr. Sheriff 6’wi^ stated, that the 
meeting had been called in (conse- 
quence of a requisition signed by 
several freeholders. 

The requisition being read, 

Mr. Clifford rose, and observed 
that the freeholders wjio had signed 
the requisition, had employed him 
to move the address which was in- 
tended to be submitted to the meet- 
ing for its approbation. In that ad- 
dress, it had been their study to 
steer perfectly clear of party, and of 
any appearance of piejudging thd 
question. The hopes and expecta- 
tions of the nation had been disap- 
pointed. The object was, to know 
the causes of that disappointment, 
and to prevent, as far as it depended 
upon them, the occurrence of an 
ejjpnt of a similar nature. The de- 
sign was, to present an address on 
this subject to the King, couched 
in the most respectful and loyal lan- 
guage, but without losing sight of 
the undoubted rights ofthe people. 
This being a plain, full, and con- 
cise statement of the object in view, 
he did not feel it necessary to enter 
into any further observations at that 
stage of the business. He would 
therefore read to them the proposed 
address, and when they had heard it, 
they would have an opportunity of 
making any remarks upon it which 
in their judgment it might appear 
to demand. — From the nature of 
that address, he thought it scarcely 
possible, that under all the circum- 
stances, any serious objection could 
be made to it. But in case, con- 
trary to his expectation, any objec- 
tion should be made, he trusted he 
would have an opportunity of making 
such animadversions as the state of 
the case should require. He there- 
fore, without any further remark, 
proposed that the following address 
should be the address of the meeting 
to his Majesty. 


Mr. Clifford then read the address, 
which was as follows : — 

TO TIIE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY. 

We, your Majesty’s loyal subjects, 
the freeholders ofthe county of Middle- 
sex, feeling in common with the rest of 
our countrymen, deep regret and in- 
dignation at the lateevents iu Portugal, 
which have disappointed our raosc san-, 
guine hopes and our best founded ex- 
pectations, pray your Majesty to take 
into your consideration this our most, 
loyal statement and petition. 

We prejudge the case of no man; but 
we feel under such circumstances of 
national disappointment, that to de- 
mand a strict, a rigorous, and an im- 
partial inquiry into all its causes is not 
only an immutable principle of justifb, 
but has been the invariable practice of, 
our ancestors. 

Without such an inquiry, the guilty 
cannot be fairly brought to punishment, 
nor can the characters of the innocent, 
who may lie suspected, be effectually 
vindicated and restored. 

When we reflect that our armies and 
our fleets are composed of men of tht 
same description, and drawn from tlit^ 
same sources; that our engagements at 
sea always shed new lustre on the navy, 
and always add to the nation a secu- 
rity, while our victories on land are 
generally unavailing, and often lead to 
disgrace, wc cannot persuade ourselvei 
that the whole blame in the late trans- 
actions is attributaUlb to our comman- 
ders. 1*4 

We suspect that .it may' be owing « 
either to some radical ^ defect irfl^ur 
military System, or to the incapaci&«0r 
misconduct of those by whose counstja 
the efforts of your^ Majesty’s land forces 
are; directed, and to whose judgriienfc* 
and discretion the management of tR#* 
army is entrusted : such defect, .inca- 
pacity or misconduct cannot be reme- 
died by a court martial, or by any mili- 
tary court of inquiry. 

We therefore pray your Majesty not 
only to «rdcr courts martial to be held 
^on the conduct of all the officers who 
advised, or signed either the armistice 
or convention in Portugal, hut to re- 
commend to the parliament to institute 
such a public and effectual invt»rig;,t on 
info all the causes and circa ’ . ■ 

of these transactions, ns . ... * f 

the adoption of such mr..-. a, i.« 
tary reforms r o -v 
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snent of the guilty, however high their 
station, and prevent the recurrence of 
similar calamities. 

And we assure your Majesty , that 
whoever advised you to rebuke the Lord 
Mayer and corporation of the city oj 
London , for their late loyal petition , 
acted in defiance of the principles zcfiich 
seated your Majesty's family on the 
throne y and in contempt and violation 
of the undoubted rights and liberties of 
your people , asserted at all times by our 
ancestors , and finally secured to us at 
the revolution by the bill of rights. 

Mr. Joseph Holden seconded the 
address. 

Mr. Redhead Yorke observed, that 
before entering into the merits of 
the case, he wished that the object 
for which the meeting had been 
Called, should be distinctly kept in 
view. For that reason, he requested 
that the requisition published in the 
newspapers, should be read. (The 
requisition being read, Mr. Yorke 
Continued). Jt seemed then, that 
the meeting had been called for two 
purposes — first, to propose a peti- 
tion for an inquiry into the causes 
of the late convention in Portugal ; 
second, to petition that parliament 
might be convened, in order to have 
a full investigation of the subject. 
But the address then proposed, in- 
stead of keeping^to the point, gave 
the King a lecture on the constitu- 
tion of thoarmy, tnd calling for the 
OYG|{hrow of our whole military sys- 
tem* He had no doubt, if the meet- 
ing- tv ou Id hear him, that they would 
be found to differ only oil a point of 
form. He declared, that he detested 
the convention as much as any man. 
But he could well draw the distinc- 
tion between an officer commanding 
the troops in battle, and one, who 
•s commander in chief, acted merely 
as a negotiator.' It had been said, 
that the object was to steer clear of 
all party. He hoped it was so, for 
to attempt to divide the people in 
the present state of public affairs, 
would amount to little less than the 
crime of constructive treason! But 
consistent with the letter of tbp Vd- 
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dress, he thought it impossible they 
could pass it without making them- 
selves partizans. — [Mr, Yorke was 
here asked, whether he was a free- 
holder of Middlesex ? to which 
question he replied in the affirma- 
tive.] The answer to the city of 
London, he said, might be consi- 
dered as a matter of record, and 
therefore be might observe upon it. 
If the corporation of London hacq 
upon the first announcement of th^ 
terms of the convention in the ga- 
zette, gone up with their address^ 
he would have given them credit for 
acting without party views — buf 
when they had suffered two months 
to elapse, and at last had gone up 
with an address soliciting an inquiry 
which they knew to have been fixed 
upon, without their interference, be 
must consider both t heir's and the 
present petition, as the work of a 
party. — The answer to the city of 
London, he contended, was a proper 
one, as it expressed the most deter- 
mined resolution to do justice, by 
stating it as impossible that any 
thing should occur which disap- 
pointed the hopes and expectation^ 
of the nation, without a disposition 
on the part of his Majesty to insti- 
tute an inquiry. Petitions from 
various parts of the country ban 
been adopted on the plan of that of 
the city of London, after it waf 
known that an inquiry was to tak^ 
place. For himself, he was of nq 
party. He would be of their party 
if they pleased, at that time. He 
had said, that this was the work of 
party. In order to prove this, hq 
had only to touch upon the proceed^ 
ings at the Westminster meeting. 
The address there had been proposed 
by a MV. Wishart, but instead of 
confining themselves to the question, 
they had gone into points totally 
i rrelevant — parliament reform — tbq 
abolition of sinecure places, ao<j 
other matters. 

Mr. Sheriff Smith desired Mr. 
Yorke to confine himself to ibq 
question, and begged of thy£ assembly 
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to afford a patient hearing to every Mr. Sheriff Smith asked, who se- 
pne. conded the motion ? — For some time 


Mr. Yorke then said, that he 
would confine himself closely to the 
business in hand. He opposed the 
address then, because he considered 
it entirely a work of supererogation, 
'the inquiry which was solicited, 
had been already ordered. The 
court of inquiry had an evident ad- 
vantage over a court martial, as it 
was not confined to the forms of legal 
evidence, but might go into the 
whole of tlie subject, and ascertain 
whether all the officers, or what in- 
dividuals among them, had done 
their duty ; and if the decision of 
the court of inquiry should be un- 
satisfactory, another meeting of the 
freeholders might be called to give 
their opinion upon its proceedings. 
The King haying then instituted an 
inquiry, he thought the present ad- 
dress altogether unnecessary, and 
therefore would propose an amend- 
ment. Jle had not got the amend- 
ment written, but would state the 
substance, and desire the sense of 
the meeting. He would propose 
that a loyal address should be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, Thanking 
him for his declaration that an in- 
quiry should be instituted into the 
causes of the convention of Cintra, 
and for his mjld and just rebuke 
which he had giyen to the city of 
London/* 

Mr. Sheriff Hunter . — If you are 
really serious , Mr. Yorke, I beg you 
will put your amendment in writing. 

Mr. Yorke then gave bis amend- 
ment in writing, which was, “ That 
this county, happy under his Ma- 
jesty's councils, aud the equal ad- 
ministration of justice, hpgged leave 
to thank his Majesty for the disposi- 
tion he had manifested to institute an 
inquiry into the causes that led to the 
convention of Cintra, which had dis- 
appointed the hopes and expectations 
of the nation.” (The mild and just 
rebuke did not appear in the wnuen 
emendment.^ * 


nobody would rise to second it. At 
last, a Mr. tVells wished that it 
might be read again, that he might 
judge whether he could second it 
or not. The Sheriff desired him to 
read it himself — which having done, 
he said that be really seconded it 
ipost heartily. 

Mr. Sheriff Hunter asked where 
the amendment was to beintioduced. 

Mr. Yorke answered, that it was 
to be substituted for the whole 
address. 

Mr. Wdithman then offered him-? 
self to the attention of the meeting, 
He would have been happy, he said, 
not to have felt it necessary to make 
any observations at this time, for 
more reasons than one. In the first 
place he laboured under an indispo- 
sition ; and in the next, he had de- 
livered himself so fully on the sub- 
ject already, that he thought it 
might have been unnecessary to tres* 
pass upon their time by repeating 
his sentiments. It was owing to the 
extraordinary manner in which the 
amendment was introduced that he 
vyas induced to say any thing. The 
gentleman who had proposed the a- 
mendment, bad said, that he ap- 
proved of the address so far as it 
was not the work of party ; and yet 
afterwards, he observed, that it was 
altogether the work of a party, and 
to prove his allegation, was pro- 
ceeding to state what took place at 
the Westminster meeting. How he 
could shew that this was the work 
of a party by a reference to the 
Westminster meeting, he could not 
conceive. But if he could do it, 
he was sorry that he had not been 
allowed to proceed. The gentle* 
man opposed the address on two 
grounds — first, because it was un- 
necessary, as an inquiry was already 
ordered ; and next, because his 
Majesty had promised that an in- 
quiry should be instituted. He was 
surprised that be should have treated 
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that as an act of bis Majesty, which 
the constitution had pronounced to 
be an act of the minister. As to the 
answer to the city of London, he 
had been correct neither in point of 
fact, nor in point of argument. Me 
had stated, that the corporation of 
London had gone up, as it were, in 
an impertinent manner, as it was 
known long before that an inquiry 
would be instituted. The fact was 
however, that the first court-day 
after the transaction was known, he 
had delivered in a requisition for a 
meeting on the subject, and a court 
did assemble for the express purpose 
in about a week after. The impu- 
tation on the city of London was 
therefore extremely unjust, unless 
the gentleman could make good his 
assertion. The corporation had 
gone up with their address before it 
was known that an inquiry was to be 
instituted. The gentleman said, 
that the answer which his Majesty 
had been advised to give, was a mild 
ami just one. Ho would be glad 
to know from him, whether he ever 
knew a precedent for such an an- 
swer ? 

Mr. Wells wished to know, whe- 
ther it was not as irrevelant to go 
into the proceedings of the corpora* 
tion of London, as into those of the 
Westminster meeting ? 

Mr. Sheriff Smith said, that in his 
opinion, Mr. W. was perfectly in 
order, as the address contained a re- 
ference to the proceedings of the cor- 
poration of London, 

Mr. Wait lima/i, in continuation, 
observed, that he was astonished 
that he who opposed the address, 
on the ground of the answer given 
to the city of London, should say 
that it was irrelevant to observe 
upon that answer. He was proving 
that the city had acted properly in 
going up with their address, and he 
a^ked whether the gentleman could 
produce^ a precedent of such an an- 
iwer ? — Yorke , Yes, in my Lord 
Clarendon's history. — Mr. Waith* 


man. Well, if there was a prece- 
dent, he was sure it must have been 
in the times of the Charles's. Cer- 
tainly there had been nothing like it 
since the revolution. The city had 
gone up with remonstrances at vari- 
ous times, and ungracious answers 
had been given, but none like the 
last. It was for them to consider, 
whether the answer to the city was 
of such a nature as to render it un- 
necessary for counties, and other 
places to address his Majesty. The 
answer,* with respect to the failureat 
Rochefort, was of a very different 
kind; and if the ministers meant on 
the present occasion to act properly, 
he was sure that the answer would 
have been in another strain. After 
the rebuke to the city of London, 
he immediately suspected, that the 
officers commanding the expedition 
were not so much in fault as others; 
and we were to wait to see, whether 
those who might very pTobably be 
themselves the guilty persons would 
institute a due inquiry. At the time 
the corporation was at court with 
the address, the officer who had 
signed the armistice was graciously 
received, and particularly noticed 
by ministers. — Many were present 
whcrkneW this, and could anyone 
say, that they who had acted thus 
would cause a due inquiry to be in- 
stituted ? Had not the corporation 
of London been always loyal, and 
most confiding ? Often had raotiom 
for petitions been rejected there, on 
the ground that ministers and par- 
liament would institute the proper 
inquiries, and though the nation 
anxiously looked for them they tie* 
ver took place. He might be told, 
perhaps, dfWhitdocke, and two or 
three other instances ; but the great 
expeditions, such as that to the Hel* 
der, had never been gone into. But 
even if the answer had been most 
gracious, yet it would become tbi 
county to present an addr&ps, for if, 
under so great a failure, they wet* 
to submit .in gilence, they would W 
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unworthy of their ancestors, and of 
the name of Englishmen. — He would 
not enlarge upon this subject, as he 
did not mean to have spoken at all, 
had it not been for the animadversion 
on the city of London. But he 
could not help observing, that some- 
thing more was required than a 
court of inquiry or a court martial 
on the officers. Our sailors and 
soldiers were, if he might use avul- 
gar expression, composed of the 
same stuff. How was it then that 
the result of their exertions were so 
different ? There must be some de- 
fect in our military system, and the 
manner of appointing the officers — 
and if any one wanted to be satisfied 
of this, he need only look into Major 
Hogan* s pamphlet. It was necessary 
then to go up and call for a meeting 
of parliament. But he might be 
told that there was no occasion to 
assemble parliament till ministers 
wanted money. They had been told 
this by the ministerial prints ; so that 
it appeared that parliament was 
considered as of no oilier use than 
to put its hand into the pockets of 
the people ! — Parliament was not 
to be assembled till money was wan- 
ted, and if no money was ever wan- 
ted, we should, perhaps, never see 
a parliament again. There seemed, 
therefore, to be something in what 
an individual had said, that parlia- 
ment only met to impose additional 
burthens on the people. 

Major Cartwright observed, that 
the meeting had been told that an 
address on this occasion was a work 
of supererogation, as a court of in- # 
quiry had been appointed. So far 
was an address from being unneces- 
sary, on account of the answer gi- 
*cn to the city of London, that it 
was even more necessary than be- 
fore. For when a minister advised 
his Majesty to rebuke the people in 
the exercise of a right, the county 
ought to go up, if it was only to re- 
probate the conduct of such a mi- 
nister. Ik would not 9 however, at 
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present, propose any particular re* 
solution of censure as to the con- 
duct of the minister, though if any 
one else proposed it, he was ready 
to join him. A court of inquiry 
was not known in the law of England* 

It had only of late been called .at 
court. It had been at first onlyfeal* 
led a board ; and it was so called in 
the case of .Sir John Mordaont, who 
said that he came before it involun* 
tarily, the board having no right to 
call him. This court had been com- 
pared bj* those who favoured it to a 
grand jury. It was no more like a 
grand jury, than that house was like 
the moon. A grand jury was sworn, 
which this court was not, though 
this was said to be an improvement. 
The' witnesses were sworn before a 
grand jury, while this court had no 
power to examine on oath. This 
too would perhaps be called an im- 
provement ! A grand jury was a 
constitutional body, before which 
the accused must come before he 
was brought to’his trial. That was 
not the case with this court. Some 
stateiiKMits had appeared against Sir 
Hugh Paliser in the newspapers, and 
he desired Admiral Keppel, his se- 
nior officer, to contradict them in 
writing. Admiral Keppel told him 
to do it himself; and upon this Sir 
Hugh conjured up an accusation a- 
gainst him. Was a court of inquiry 
appointed there ?-— No such thing. 
The admiral was Jirectly brought to 
trial. When Sir Robert Calder, « 
most able.and judicious officer, who 
took two ships of the line, which ' 
were not dressed out with colours 
Hying, to be restored to the enemy, 
but brought into British ports as 
prizes, and their crews lodged in a 
British prison — when he was tried, 
there was no word of a court of in- 
quiry to protect them. He had no * 
great connections, not twelve votes 
in the house of commons. It ap- 
peared to him very probablp that 
this court had been appointed by 
ministers, in order to protect their 


Digitized by Google 



Public Meeting* on tic 

colleague. Was this a due inquiiy ? 
Such a court formed no part of the 
law. Justice Blackstone, after gi- 
ving an account of all the courts, at 
last came to a court-martial. This 
was allowed under the mutiny act ; 
but neither in the mutiny act, nor 
in tte articles of war, was there any 
intimation of this court of inquiry. 
He would be told that such a court 
was no new thing. He knew that. 
It originated with the good seuse of 
commanding officers of regiments, 
who adopted it in order to prevent 
the necessity of making the slight 
private bickerings of their corps the 
subject of so serious an investigation 
as that which took place in a court- 
martial. This mode of proceeding 
bad gradually extended itself till it 
came to its present height. But still 
such a court was contrary to law, 
and at all events though it had gone 
on so long, it did not follow that it 
ought to continue. General war- 
rants had once been in use, but 
these had very properly been done 
away as illegal. Judges had once 
been in the habit, while sitting on 
the bench, of brow-boating juries, 
to prevent their giving their opinion 
on the fact and the law. [The Ma- 
jor was here called to order, as 
wandering from the question — The 
sheriff decided that he was in or- 
der]. Parliament, he continued, 
liad pronounced this practice to be 
illegal, notwithstanding a jesuitical 
paper, signed by the chancellor and 
the twelve judges, with a view to 
defend it. Another illegal practice 
was the sending of persons who had 
disobliged the ministers, out of 
England, into the jails of Jersey and 
Guernsey. A judge had attempted 
to send a man to a distant jail, but 
bad failed ; although a similar at- 
tempt had been actually of late car- 
ried into execution — two Englishmen 
having been sent, the one to the gaol 
of Dorchester, the other to that of 
Gloucester. The case, however, 
was to be brought by a writ of error 
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into the house of Lords, and be 
trusted that we.should hear no more 
of such practices. But while these 
practices were afloat, it became the 
people to watch with peculiar anx- 
iety over their rights and privileges. ( 
As to the grand jury, that was a 
constitutional protection for inno- 
cence. This court of inquiry was 
nothing else but a ministerial inno- 
vation, for the protection of guilt. 

Mr. Clifford said, he hoped to be 
indulged in a few words in remark- 
ing on the curious and ridiculous 
amendment which had been pro- 
posed ; the more curious and the 
more ridiculous be must regard it, 
when he took into bis consideration 
the person by whom it was proposed, 
and the leading feature in the reso- 
lution, namely, The equal admini- 
stration of justice in these kiugdoins. 

He should have thought fcheamend- 
men curious and ridiculous coming 
from any man ; but he must regard 
it as still more absurd and ridiculous, 
coming, as it did, from a man who 
had in his own person exhibited a 
proof of the unequal administration 
*ii( justice in the country. This gen- 
tleman bad been illegally carriedfof 
confinement to a distant jail— the 
jail of Dorchester — he having been 
convicted 'of sedition in the coun- 
ty of York. Having been thus 
illegally imprisoned, however, it ap- 
peared, that on his coming out of 
prison, government had received this 
same gentleman into their pay — that 
hav ing been himself illegal ly punish- 
ed for libelling government, he has, 
since been corruptly paid for libel- 
ling the people ! (Here there uwi* 
call to order.) Mr. Clifford declared 
that he had no intention to go out 
of order, but simply to elucidate tb# 
speech of the mover of the amend- 
ment. He should not, however, 
proceed on this point. In answer to 
a challenge from an hon. genUero® 1 
(Mr. Waithman) the same gentle- 
man, however, had been pleased tp 
state, that instances ofajuwers sin* 
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!ar to the one lately returned to the 
city of London's address, were to 
be found in Lord Clarendon's His- 
tory. (Mr. Clifford) agreed, that 
at the period alluded to, a case in 
point would be found. He Ineant 
in the year 1676, in the reign of 
Charles the 2d. when Jeffereys was 
recorder of the city of London ; and 
a rebuke similar to that now alluded 
to was given to the city. But what 
Was the consequence? Giyhe 22d. 
Of October following, in coMbquence 
of this rebuke, the house of com- 
mons came to an unanimous resolu- 
tion, “ That it is, and always has 
been, the right of the people of this 
Country, to state their grievances to 
his Majesty by way of petition — 
and lest this resolution should have 
been lost on the public, from want of 
the necessary publicity, it was im- 
mediately afterwards, for the first 
time, ordered, that the votes of the 
house of commons be printed. Not 
Satisfied, however, even with the 
publicity thus given to the right and 
privilege of the subject to petition, 
this was a subject which had been 
introduced into, and formed a part 
of the Bill of Rights. Was it then, 
he asked, to be countenanced, that 
this county — the metropolitan coun- 
ty of the kingdom, should be re- 
strained from expressing to his Ma- 
jesty their opinion on a question in 
which the honour and welfareof the 
country was so deeply involved ? 
Such an inquiry might be resisted by 
those who were enemies to the so- 
vereign authority, and to the liber- 
ties of the people, but could never 
be opposed by those who wished to 
represent themselves as friendly to 
either. 

f Mr. Redhead Yorke begged to be 
allowed to reply to the honourable 
and learned gentleman, so far at least 
as hehad been personal to him (Mr. 
ft. Yorke. )He had represented him 
as furnishing an instance of the un- 
equal administration of justice, — 

• Mr, Sheriff Hunter reminded tte 
VQI« iv 


Speaker that Mr. Clifford had been 
called to order when proceeding to 
animadvert on this fact. 

Mr. Jl. Yorke said all he wished 
was to state that he had not been 
taken into the pay of government. 
Another gentleman, (Mr. Waithmaq) 
had called on him to point otft in- 
stances in the History of England of 
any thing similar to the late answer 
to the city's address, and he had re- 
ferred that gentleman to Lord Claren- 
don's history for his answer. The 
learned gentleman ( Mr.Clifford) had, 
in consequence alluded to the in- 
stance of Mr. Justice Jeffreys while 
recorder of the city of London. This, 
however, was not any of the instan- 
ces to which he had alluded. Seve- 
ral times during the reign ofCharlea 
11. addresses had been presented 
to his Majesty from the two unir 
versities, and received similar an- 
swers. Those times, too, (the times 
of the Charles's) he had heard a no- 
ble lord, a member of the late ad- 
ministration, declare, were the glo- 
rious times of England. He con- 
fessed that these were points which 
materially differed from the question 
at issue. He did not dispute the 
right of the subject to petition. He 
admitted even that the convention of 
Cintra was scandalous. The ques- 
tion, however, did not concern 
either of these two points, but was 
confined simply to this, whether, in 
adopting the proposed address, we 
exercised decent and becoming con- 
duct towards our executive magis- 
trate — a sovereign whose decision 
and firmness we must all have bad 
occasion to admire ! 

Mr. Bentley declared, that he had 
not heard a single word or urgumen* 
against the petition originally pro- 
posed. He hoped that he might be 
allowed, in a few words, to express 
the reasons why it had bis most cor* 
dial approbation. He approved of 
it, first, because it expressed, in 
becoming terms, the difference be- 
tween the services, rendered to the 
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country by our fleets, and by our 
armies. We saw the fleets of our 
enemies nearly reduced to a state of 
annihilation, while our own fleets 
were every where triumphant. Our 
navy, no doubly had always been, 
and must ever continue to be, our 
chief defence ; but, in the present 
state of Europe, an army, too, was 
of the most essential importance. 
While the fleets of our enemies, 
therefore, w-here every w'here beat- 
en, where, in fact, they were to be 
found in our ports, did we see the 
armies of our enemies in similar 
situations? As had been properly 
observed, our fleets and our armies 
were composed of the same materi- 
als ; it therefore became a matter of 
grave inquiry, why their exertions 
were attended with such different 
shades of success. He approved of 
the address, because it demanded 
an inquiry into the causes of this 
difference. He also approved of the 
address, because it recommended 
that the commons should be called 
on to give their advice on so impor- 
tant a question. If an inquiry, in 
the usual mode, was to be adopted, 
he \vas afraid the public hopes and 
expectations would be grievously 
disappointed indeed. In the other 
way, he trusted the desired effect 
would be produced, otherwise the 
public would experience a miserable 
disappointment. 

Mr. Mellish hoped he should ex- 
perience the indulgence of the meet- 
ing for a few' moments. It appear- 
ed to him rather extraordinary, that 
the movers of all addresses on the 
subject now before the meeting, 
should dwell so much on two par- 
ticular points — party, and prejudg- 
ing the guilty persons. In all the 
speeches he had heard and lead on 
the subject, there was not one in 
which the speaker did not endeavour 
to prove that lie was not at all ac- 
tuated by party. To his mind the 
very sense of a necessity to dembn- 
any thiug of the kind, proved 


that nothing but pasfy *<ti< 
their conduct. He raighlbe. 
tunate in the view be bad taken 
the subject; but still such <wfl$ 
impression that the business, 
ded entirely on party, tie 
himself again interrupted; 
the meeting would have patifein 
should explain himself. He a 
ted that at first an inquiry 
to be necessary into a transac 
so inexpiable a nature. At 
thcrefoljB he agreed that the 
lion was free from the impniat 
party. Now , however, it^ wa$ 
thing else but party, tie b 
read or heard a single spee 
which the question was not pro 
ed in one kind or another, t; 
gentleman who opened the b 
this day had stated, that an inq 
was necessary to prevent the 
rence of similar circumstan 
future. Was not this prejn 
the question ? Was that no 
much as to say that there was 
thing wrong — that the canyon 
had not been properly entered 
The speech x of another gent' 

(Mr. Waithman) went from 
ing to end to prejudge. the qu 
That gentlejnan psked, wotftd 
one get up and say that he be! 
a due investigation, would 
place ? He for one would say 
did believe so ; and he was con 
ced the result of the proceedings 
the coifrt of inquiry would provei~ra» 
He wished to wait till they $ 
have given their decision, and if 
should appear that they had fmk r 
in doing their duty, be shoddlMl 
one of the first to address his.Mimf? 
ty, and say so. At present, km. 
ever, the country had the prontML 
of the sovereign, that an inqliw 
would take place, nay an order ifetS ( 
calling the court bad been'sigirfw^ 
his Majesty ; not only So, j 

had been sent down to ^cotlaq^fi At 
the signature of the 
war; and he believed, ihaS^VAM 
actually to meet, oq 


i 


Digitized by Google 


USDS*] Tublk Meetings 6n the Convention in 'Portugal. tp§ 


Indeed, he had seen a paragraph in 
the papers this day to that effect. — 
He apprehended there was not a 
man in the room who would doubt 
of the right of the people to petition 
the crown; but still the sacred word 
of his Majesty was already pledged, 
that an inquiry should be instituted; 
and it would be time enough to ad- 
dress his Majesty when it should be 
$een, that the court ofinquiry would 
notdo its. duty. There wasone mem- 
ber of that court whom he was convin- 
ced no man would suspect of acting 
wrong. He meant Earl Moira, and 
he trusted that to him and the other 
members of the court of inquiry, the 
investigation might be safely com- 
mitted. He was, therefore, in fa- 
vour of the amendment. 

' Mr. Waithman rose principally to 
explain. 

Mr. Mellish hoped he would be 
\ept strictly to matter of explanation. 

Mr. Sheriff Smith thought the ho- 
nourable gentleman had no right to 
prejudge him and his colleague. He 
trusted, if the worthy gentleman 
should get out of order, they would 
know their duty sufficiently to pre- 
vent him from persevering in it. 

Mr. Waithman then said, the ho- 
nourable gentleman had quoted him 
so far correctly, in stating that he 
had expressed it as his opinion, that 
due inquiry would not be gone into* 
He did say, that after all the disap- 
pointments the country had expe- 
rienced on former occasions ; after 
seeing that no due inquiry had been 
made 1 into the case of Lord Melville,, 
of Mr. Davidson,, and others, it was 
his firm belief that no due inquiry 
was to be expected in the present 
instance, if government was not dri- 
ven into it. As to the honourable 
gentleman’s not having read a speech 
<*n this subject, in which pairty was 
totally disclaimed, he could only 
say, that the honourable gentleman 
must not have read his (Mr. Waith- 
mau's) speeches with attention, or 
they must have been very incorrect- 


ly reported, if they were of the na-' 
ture described by the honourable 
gentleman. He never made a prac- 
tice of disclaiming party, because 
if a man acted fairlj, conscientious- 
ly, and properly, it was no object 
whether he was of any, or to what 
party he belonged. It was not to 
party that any danger attached ; it 
was to the views by which the par- 
tizans of any particular party were 
actuated. For himself he trusty 
ed his conduct had been such, he 
had been so uniform and consistent' 
in his public conduct, as to render 
any declarations of the kind unne- 
cessary. Wherever he saw men ac- 
tuated by motives of public utility, 
with that party he should always be 
happy to pull. Another gentleman, 
(Mr. Yorke) had reminded him of 
the good days of Charles the second, 
and had alluded to precedents ia 
that reign. He begged leave to re- 
mark, however, that that gentleman' 
was in a mistake, and, instead of 
drawing his precedents from the con- 
stitution of this country, bad dedu- 
ced them from what could be con- 
sidered as neither more nor less than 
as violations of the constitution. He 
seemed to have forgotten one mate- 
rial period in the history of this 
country, namely, the revolution ; at 
which it had been declared, no i 
merely to be the light of the people* 
of this country to approach the 
throne with their requests, but to 
demand and insist to be heard. — 
Any repulse or rebuke which the 
people of this country experienced, 
therefore, was to be regarded as no- 
thing short of an attempt to deprive 
us of the rights established to us at 
the revolution, and to. drive us back 
to those good days of Charles the 
second, of which the gentleman al- 
luded to seemed so much enamour- 
ed. He trusted, however, that we 
would not prove so totally unworthy 
of our ancestors, from whom we de- 
rived such inestimable privileges; 
but that we would shew, though wt 
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might liot possess courage enough 
to have asserted and enforced rights 
which we had lost, that we still had 
sufficientresolution to maintain those 
which we continued to possess. 

Mr, Byiin hoped he should at all 
times be able to meet his constitu- 
ents, and to render to them an ac- 
count of his conduct. He felt him- 
self more peculiarly called on to do 
so at present, » after the speech of 
the honourable gentleman who was 
ii.is colleague in the reprepresenta- 
tion of this county, differing as he 
did, so materially from him, and 
instead of approving of the amend- 
ment, finding himself called on to 
give hi» decided suppoit to Mr. 
Clifford's address in toto . From the 
moment he became acquainted with 
the terms of the disgraceful conven- 
tion in Portugal, he had been una- 
ble to resist a conviction of the ig- 
nominy, disgrace, and disaster with 
which it was fraught, not to ourselves 
Gnly, but to an ally whom we were 
Us much bound to support, and of 
whose interests it was equally our 
duty Jo be watchful, as if we had 
been contending with an enemy on 
the coasts of these kingdoms. He 
Tegretted the meeting had not taken 
place on an earlier day. But 
now the freeholders of this county 
were called on to express their sen- 
timents, not only of the disgraceful 
convention, but in the most marked 
and decided manner of the affront 
and reproof with which hjs Majesty's 
ministers bad dared to advise his 
Majesty to receive the dutiful peti- 
tion and address of the city of Lon- 
don. Disgraceful as the convention 
was, teeming, as he esteemed it, 
with calamity and dishonour, he 
should count it even glorious com- 
pared with tame submission to this 
uncalled for and unconstitutional re- 
buke ! Another commander, more 
skilful or more fortunate than those 
who had concluded the convention 
of Cintra, migh^ achieve a victory 
Srhich should wipe away the ignomi' 


ny of this transaction t* 
tamely submitted to 
agreed to abandon a urdaa$at$4iM« 
— our liberties wer&gQUe 
The trial by jury, and 
ccss at all times to thp l||j|N 

throne were the foundation^ 4K4MN 
liberties, and our very 
existence as a free peqpku 
cestors had bravely and- 
chased for us these pfivilegBfe 
we must not, we could ****** $0$ 
honour, consent to abandon# 
sent to lose sight of them* ey ^ j p 
a moment! “ Would ,|o 
claimed Mr. Byng, “ that 
of liberty would defend thekiliipfr 
as vigilantly as the 
their followers and servants wall W‘ 
over the prerogative !” TbespvflWPfc 
his sentiments, and diSeriug0o ^it^| 
ly as he did from his colleagugfcMp§ 
thought himself called on tuobbfflftfr 
so long on their indulgence, > Wft 
The motion was then put QUdM 
amendment, which was n^gattVm 
not more than 24 hands being^Mf 
up in favour of it. . 

The motion for agreeing t» tj* 
original address# was then put-rfMwl 
carried by a great shew of 
Mr. Wells, however, insisted 
division, with whiph the sherifivQtHRr. 
plied. Those in favour of the arf* 
dress, and those against it, accord^ 
ipgly separated to opposite sides af. • 
the room, but the majority in 
of the address was sp great, tkataMf, 
farther division was waved, andiMft 
address was carried. vit* 

Mr. Clifford then .moved t . tha4 
address be signed by the sben&i- 
and be by them delivered to Ijis 
jesty's principal secretary of stat#^ 
to be presenter! to his Majesty % tM 
the sheriffs at the time^of de|iv«ri*| 
the address, do request tp 
when his Majesty would bo plp*w 
tq receive the samp, and that 
publish Lord Hawke$buryV^jpkj 
on that occasion in ,tb© 

As* a grpund for moving 
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that on the occasion of addresses 
being presented by that county and 
numberless others, upwards of nine- 
ty in all, relative to Lord Melville, 
not one of those addresses had ever 
been presented to the King, Lord 
Hawkesbury being then, as he is 
now, principal secretary of state for 
the home department. The reason 
assigned for this was,* that there had 
been no public levee since these ad- 
dresses were presented, and it was 
not usual to present them at private 
levees. Thu^, however, was the 
right of petitioning the sovereign 
rendered of non effect. 

This motion was carried ; as were 
votes of thanks to the gentlemen who 
signed the requisition for calling the 
meeting ; and to the sheriffs, for their 
manly, dignified, and impartial con- 
duct in the chair. 

The Sheriffs returned thanks in 
appropriate terms; and the whole 
of their conduct was such as to do 
high honour to themselves, and to 
affbrd universal satisfaction to the 
meeting. 

In conformity to the above reso- 
lution, tlie sheriff waited on the se- 
cretary of state, and delivered to 
him the said address, who has re- 
turned them the following answer : — 
Whitehall, Nov. 16. 

11 Gentlemen. 

u I have laid before his Majesty the 
petition which I received from you yes- 
terday, as Sheriffs of London and Mid- 
dlesex, from the meeting of the freehol- 
ders of the county of Middlesex, held 
at Hackney, on the 11th of this month. 

I am, Gentleman, 

Your most obedient bumble Servant. 

Bawxesbury.” 
The Sheriffs of London and Middlesex. 


J. J. Smith. 

C. S. Hunter. 


Sheriff. 


Nov. 17 . 1308 . 


On the 25th a meeting of the free- 
men and citizens of Rochester took 
place in the town hall of that city, to 
consider the propriety of addressing his 
Majesty, and praying him to assemble 
parliament, to iqqjiir§.iato the causes 


and circumstances that led to the late 
convention of Cintra, 

The business commenced by tho 
Mayor reading the requisition, and the 
names of those who had signed it. He 
also stated the reason for the postpone* 
ment of the meeting. 

Richard Thompson , Esq. was unani- 
mously called to the chair. 

Mr. Simmons , the late Mayor, then 
rose and addressed the meeting as fol- 
lows : — Gentlemen, some time ago,' 
when it was proposed that the city of 
Rochester should present an address to 
his Majesty, upon the convention which 
has excited so much dissatisfaction 
throughout the country, I felt it incum- 
bent upon me to defer the presentation 
of any address, because I entertained 
a confident hope that the conduct of his 
Majesty’s ministers, however disgrace- 
ful, in my opinion, upon various occa- 
sions, would at least be inclined for an 
inquiry into a matter which seemed to 
injure themselves. But, Sir, since I 
find not only that those ministers have 
neglected to produce such an explana- 
tion as can satisfy the country but have 
even advised his Majesty to crush the 
proposal for an inquiry, which was 
lately submitted most respectfully by 
the city of London, I cannot but deem 
it n»y duty to come forward, in order to 
clear the mist that hangs oyer that con- 
vention; and still more for the purpose 
of recording to posterity, that minister* 
had not the power of destroying that free' 
and undaunted spirit , which f in times 
like these y of foreign calamity and do - 
mestic encroachment , seems to be the only 
guardian of our boasted liberties. 

With these preliminary observations, 

T beg leave to submit to this meeting 
the following resolution 

Resold, That an humble and duti- 
ful address be presented to his Majesty, 
expressing the regret which we suffer 
in contemplating the convention lately 
concluded at Cintra, between the com- 
manders of his Majesty’s army in Por- 
tugal and the commander of the enemy’s 
army in Lisbon ; aud praying his Ma- 
jesty w ill be graciously pleased to as- 
semble parliament, without delay, 
in order that such a full and effectual, 
inquiry may be instituted into this trans- 
action, as will lead to a compleat dis- 
covery of all those causes, remote’ and 
immediate, which produced so injurious 
and dishonourable an event. 
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rous natures, who always love fame, 
into such pursuits, as destroy their 
own peace, and that of the rest of 
mankind. Though by the term 
generous , the writer undoubtedly 
h&d in view the most unexception- 
able characters, ivho from their va- 
lour and conquests, have been stiled 
heroes, yet the observation will 
equally apply to the greatest dis- 
turbers of the world. Now, at the 
present moment, when this nation, 
abd nd doubt every other nation, 
feels the greatest indignation, at the 
unprincipled ambition of the French 
Emperor, his trepanning of the royal 
. family of Spain, and attempt to 
* change the dynasty of the govern- 
lAeit, it is surely worth while to 
\0|iisider, how far the prejudices and 

i inious of the bulk of mankind 
te, in all ages, favoured the views 
jl domination of those conquerors, 
^ifWhose ravages and insatiable thirst 
of dominion, have been afterwards 
the just object of abhorrence and 
detestation. If we fairly and dis- 
passionately enter upon the exami- 
nation of this question, and are 
glided by the desire of truth alone, 
we shall most assuredly discover, 
that mankind at large have in most 
instances, forged the chains that 
htfve fettered them, encouraged the 
restless and furious spirit of ambition; 
and, by their applause, animated 
the warrior to lay waste the fairest 
parts of the earth, and immolate 
millions of their fellow creatures to 
appease the demon of war ! History 
and poetry have been long enlisted 
in the cause ; and from our very 
infancy, we. are taught to regard 
with admiration, the exploits of 
fvery hero, from Alexander, who 
sighed because there was not another 
wprld to conquer, and obtained the 
surname, of Great , to Bonaparte, 
who is ,t read mg in his steps, and 
b0pipg to acquire the same fame, 
Hw has been so unjustly bestowed 
upon the Macedonian. This then, 
typing bqen the aljnpst invariable 


conduct of all nations, have we a 
right to complain, if an ambitious 
man, like Bonaparte, should some-* 
times arise, and dazzle tbe world* 
with those exploits which have never 
yet failed to animate the historian, 
to inspire the poet, and excite the 
wonder and applause of all ! 

It is a curious spectacle to a re- 
flecting, impartial mind, to observe 
the people of this country (at least 
all who have had an opportunity of 
making their opinions public) mani- 
fest the utmost indignation at the 
very attempt of Bonaparte to invade 
a neighbouring kingdom, and change 
the succession of the throne ; — as if 
it were a circumstance quite novel 
in the transactions of nations — ft 
most unheard of crime, that has 
been for the first time committed. 
Whereas the fact is, there is scarcely 
a nation of any consequence in Eu- 
rope, whose history does not furnish 
us with similar instances of oppres- 
sion and unjust dominion. — It is 
not within the view of this paper to 
run through the history of Europe 
to prove this assertion ; but, (and it 
well answers the same purpose) it 
may not be amiss to advert to one 
or two instances. — And to begin 
with our own country, the boasted 
land of liberty, the purest seat of 
the Christian religion ! Are we quite 
exempted from the charge of ambi- 
tion ? Have we never invaded an 
inoffensive country, have we never 
changed the dynasties or govern-, 
ments ? To pass over the nume- 
rous wars which we have either 
waged or incited on the continent— 
to blot from our history the glorious 
exploits of our Edwards and our 
Ilenrys, let us descend to more 
modern epochs, and pause for a 
moment on our transactions in th$ 
East Indies. — Have we not there 
seized a country on which we had 
not the least claim ? Have we not 
slaughtered thousands of the inhabit 
tants, fighting in defence of their 
country t Have we not dethroned 
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their princes, and placed others m 
their stead, more suitable to our 
views ? “ The administration of one 

44 of our Bengal governors/' it has 
been asserted before the highest tri- 
bunal in this country, 44 exhibited 
44 a medley of meanness and cou- 
“ rage, of duplicity and dcpreda- 
44 tion, of prodigality and oppres- 
44 sion, of the most callous cruelty 
44 contrasted with the hollow affecta- 
tion of liberality and good faith. 
44 Nations have been extirpated for a 
44 sum of money , whole tracts of conn- 
44 try laid waste to furnish an invest - 
44 ment ; princes expelled for the ba - 
44 lance of an account , and a bloody 
44 sceptre wielded in one hand, in 
44 order to replenish the empty purse 
44 of mercantile mendicancy dis- 
44 played in the other."* Now, bir, 
Let us ask ourselves* by what right 
have we inflicted these evils upon 
Hindostan ? Is not our conduct in 
these distant regions of the globe, 
equally unjust and abominable, as 
that of Bonaparte towards Spain ? 
Or have we a prescriptive right to 
plunder and oppress ? We are gene- 
rously engaged to put forth all our 
efforts in defence of the Spaniards ; 
but if the above be a faithful de- 
scription of our own conduct, we 
cannot, without the most barefaced 
inconsistency, apply the epithets of 
cruel and tyrannical to the Emperor 
Of France, and at the same time 
continue to oppress the inhabitants 
of the East. — If we do, it will be 
vain, in support of our charge, to 
point to the royal family, aud fer- 
tile provinces of Spain, laid waste, 
and deluged with the blood of the 
inhabitants; for the terrific Corsican 
will hot tail to remind us of the pro- 
vinces of India, and the burning of 
Copenhagen ! 

The Spaniards themselves, expe- 
riencing at this moment, the direful 
effects of ambition and tyranny, and 
daily beholding every thing de- 

* Sheridan's Speech nn the BcgUm 
> Charge. 


stroyed within the ref c?i of < 
my, their churches robbed Of 
most sacred utensils, and the gdbi 
silver plate, whether the -pro 
of their priests, or forming if 
the decorations of the holy ed 
melted down, and carried off|^ 
spoilers, have exercised lor J 
than two hundred years, thgi 
cruel oppression, the most ^ 
slavery, over the natives 
settlements in the Two Afc 
In a country, obtained by tBe 
of the sword (by the same ! 
Bonaparte is invading' tfa 
holds, at this very 
sands of their fellow Oreattf 
bondage, to drag out a 
existence in the mines! And J 
take into account, the nttf 11 * 3 
means by which these 
were obtained ; if we coiftid 
all the inhabitants of onfc* 4 
(Hispaniola) to the amount of I 
lion were extirpated by theirs 
invaders ; that the poor nake 
dians were often hunted dowfl 
torn in pieces by dogs ; 
allow (if we grant there 
thing as justice) that no fetfil 
can be undeserved by the ~ 
nation. — When the island eM 
was invaded by the Spanta 
only resistance they met 
from acazique, named 
was, however, soon defeated , iT .„ T 
according to the barbarous impN 
of the European robbers, cohridi^ 
as a slave, who had taken 
gainst his master, and Coiu&Iflpf 
to the flames! ! When 
fastened to the stake, a FranfW^ 
friar, labouring to convert 
promised him immediate adtttittfk 
into the joys of heaven, if he 1 , 
embrace the Christian faith, +4m 
44 there any Spaniards," says 
some pause, “ in that region*##^ 
44 which you describe?* 
plied the monk, 44 but 6ftly ; sd 
“ are worthy and good." ** 9 
44 of thetn returned 
feezkpie, : 44 have neither ttfwdNf 
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goodness , I mil not go to a place , 
inhere 1 may meet with one of that 
accursed rate. 1 * What a just and 
severe retort ! 

These reflections may appear very 
unseasonable to a certain class of 
people, who will look at only one 
side of a question, and consequently 
never understand either ; but 1 will 
hazard a belief, that there is not a 
good and impartial man in the united 
kingdom, who will not maintain, 
that the invasion and oppression of 
the English in the East, and of the 
Spaniards in the West, are not as 
justly to be reprobated, and as sub- 
versive of the natural and sacred 
rights of mankind, as the present 
invasion of Spain by the French* — • 
But the bulk of mankind have in all 
ages, been so dazzled by the ex- 
ploits of warriors, that e'ery Ta- 
merlane, has found sufficient re-* 
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sources, in the common prejudice 
in favour of conquerors, to accom- 
plish his schemes. — Every nation, of 
any note, excepting the United 
States of America, has participated 
in the guilt : and whatever claim* 
Christians may assert to superior mo- 
deration, forbearance, &c. impar- 
tiaf history does, and will record, 
that the heathens never surpassed 
them in bloody and rancorous wars. 

Nothing is farther from my mo- 
tive than to vindicate the character 
of Bonaparte : as a conqueror and 
a tyrant I detest him-— he is an ene- 
my to the human race— but 1 also 
regard every other conqueror , and 
every other tyrant in the same light — • 

1 believe in no geographical mora- 
lity. And with this confession of 
my creed, I subscribe myself, 

COMMON SENSft. 

Hampstead , Nov . 15. 


MINISTERIAL FINANCIERING . 


An arrangement has been settled at 
ati interview between the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and Mr. Huskisson, on 
the one part, and a deputation of the 
governor and deputy governor of the 
Bank, and others, that trie commission- 
ers for liquidating the national debt 
should lay out 30,0001. per transfer day, 
in the purchase of 4 per cents, instead 
of laying out the whole sum in the re- 
demption of consols and reduced. The 
consequence of which was that omnium 
instantly rose one and a half per cent. 

This resolution, which will give rise 
to much interesting inquiry, is explain- 
by its authors to have become necessa- 
ry to equalize the price between the 
3*8 and 4’S; the difference between 
fhem, on account of the late loan, be- 
ing greater than it used to be, and 
greater than it naturally ought to be. 
This is not even a plausible or specious 
pretext to justify a measure so extraor- 
dinary. 

The effect of the late loan was anti- 
cipated ; and surely if the commission- 
ers were to be allowed to buy in the 4 
per cents, it ought to have been an- 
nounced at that time, so that the pub- 
Be might have had the benefit of it hi 
T01. IT 


the bargain for the loan; for if Sir F. 
Baring gave the price which he did for 
the loan, with the positive declaration 
of the Chnncellor of the Exchequer, 
that it was against the interest of the’ 
public to buy up 4*s he would have 
given a higher price if he had been told 
that a part of the weekly sum would he 
laid out partly in 3’s and partly in 4*8 
td keep up the price of the latter stock. 

On the contrary, the chancellor of 
the Exchequer said, that it was prudent 
to borrow in the 4 per cents, and buy 
up in the 3 per cents, because it was a 
great object to create as little capital 
as possible, and at the same lime to 
buy up at the least expcnce of capital. 
Not only did he act upon this policy, but 
he declared it in the bouse; and since, 
we understand, he has firmly adhered 
to his resolution upon the same princi- 
ples, in answer to every application of 
the contractor#, when omnium was at 
a discount of 3 per cent. 

How comes it that all at once he, or 
rather his assessor, Mr. Huskisson, has 
not merely departed from, but has re- 
versed this policy ? It smells so rankly 
of a job, that with the opinion which 
we have of th$ personal integrity of Mr, 
Q<{ 
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Perceval, we arc astonished at his suf- 
fering himself to he so easily cajoled — 
What were the arguments used by Mr. 
Huskissonand company to bring him to 
this change of system r Certain it is, that 
many thousands of pounds have been 
made by those who were in the secret of 
a transaction, called for by no real neces- 
s tv, and which counteracts the policy 
upon which the loan was made. 

It is with pleasure we give insertion 
to the following sensible and well writ- 
ten communication which we have re- 
ceived upon this subject. 

“ Notwithstanding the plausibility of 
evasion and and dexterity of deception, 
of which the present ministry have given 
so many instances, both at and since 
their coming into office, that to w hich 
I am about to call the attention of your 
readers, exceeds every thing of which 
their greatest enemies could have sup- 
posed them capable. T allude to the 
last loan which Mr. Perceval mgoci- 
ateil with Messrs. Barings and compa- 
ny : when the loan was about to he 
made, he gave notice that he intended 
to have it in 4 per cents, and, in answer 
to a question put to him previous to 
the bidding, he declared it was not his 
intention to alter the appropriation of 
the sinking fund, the whole of which 
has always been applied to the redemp- 
tion of 3 per cents, during war, the 
4 and 5 per cents being redeemable at 
pnr, to which price th« y will rise during 
peace. With this understanding the 
biddings were made ; and Messrs. Ba- 
rings and company were the highest 
bidders. It will be in the recollection 
of your readers, that the Chancellor, in 
expatiating on the prosperity of our 
national finances, took great credit to 
himself for having made the loan in 4 
per cents. ; for though he admitted that 
he had given a greater interest than he 
need have given in the 3 per cents, yet 
as the 4 per cents, were redeemable at 
par, there could only he a rise, and 
consequently only a loss to the country 
of about 16 per cent in the redemption 
during peace, whereas the 3 per cents, 
(which at a peace would also rise to par) 
would he redeemed during the war at 
about 66. 

lt The loan being uegociated, the om- 
nium rose to 5 per cent, premium; and 
therefore the contractors have no right 
to claim assistance in their speculations 
from the minister, on the score ot ha- 
ving made a bad bargain with the 


country. I come now to the deception 
about to he practised on the public, 
which I trust you will consider as the 
duty of an independent public paper to 
expose. 

“ A short time ago we were told, 
through the ministerial papers, and die 
contractors gave notice at the Stock 
Exchange, in order that the public 
might he informed through the medium 
of their brokers, " that the contractor! 
had applied to the chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to permit a part of the 
sinking fund to he appropriated to the 
redemptionn of 4 per cents, and that 
he had refused tt.” In consequence 
of this notice, the omnium fell to 3 per 
cent, discount ; and then the few who 
ucr* in the secret bought up, at from $ j 
to S per cent, discount that very stock 
which the public had brought into the 
market, in consequence of the express 
refusal of the Chancellor to do that which 
he has now announced his intention of 
doing ; apd he has given order that 
S2,000l. out of the sinking fund, shall 
be applied daily to the purchase of 4 
per cents. “ till further orders * la 
the name of consistency, is it thus that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer of En- 
gland is to lend himself to h few parlia- 
mentary money lenders , in direct vio- 
lation of his word, given a few weeki 
ago to the million of public stock-hold* 
ers? Is it thus that the word of the 
minister at the head of our finances, 
pledged to the public at one period, ii 
to be forfeited at another, and made 
subservient to those schemes and puffs* 
which, hitherto, we have only witness- 
ed in lottery office keepers aud empi- 
rics? Or is it that the contractors, 
many of whom are markers of parliament 
in their second application, have as- 
sumed a tone of remonstrance instead of 
petition ; that they have reminded him 
that parliament must meet soon ; that 
his majority maybe doubtful; that they 
have great influence, and that one good 
turn deserves another? 

“ We are told that the purchase ot 4 
per cents, is only to continued* w 
farther orders yy Let not the public be 
deceived; that order will be given as 
soon as these parliamentary contractors 
have gotten rid of their speculation ot fl 
profit ; and the out-door public stock- 
holder, if nor undeceived in time, tfiil 
see a sudden fall of 2 or 3 percent, and 
in the 4 per cent, fund, and an e^ual 
rise in the 3 per cent, and lie will 
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himself in possession of stock in a fund 
f likely to be increased in a few months 
by the next loan) which, at a peace, 
will not rise above 14 or 16 per cent, 
•and is liable to be redeemed at a time 
when he cannot make above 3 per cent, 
of his money, having been tricked out 
of the 3 per cent, fund, which, at a 
peace, will rise 24 per cent, from the 
present price, without the fear of his 
stock being redeemed at a time when he 
cannot employ his money to advantage 
in any other market. 

11 No wonder we see such interest made 
to get a whole family into parliament, 
when n seat can procure a key to such 
* political bonusses;” for it was in 
consequence of the ministers declara- 
tion, that the sinking fund should not 
be diverted, that the other bidders li- 
mited their biddings to a sum under 
that bid by Messrs. Barings and com- 
pany; whereas, in deference to those 
gentlemen, he is now appropriating half 
file daily interest of the sinking fund to 
fjhe redemption of the 4 per cent, fund, 
m which the Barings have been specu- 
lating, at a time when the 3 per cents, 
are actually cheaper, compared with 
the 4 per cents, than they were when 
Ihe loan was negociated.” 


COURT OF INQUIRY. 

First Day , Monday , Nov. 14. 

The members of the board, convened 
by virtue of his Majesty’s warrant, un- 
der the sign Manual, assembled this 
morning in the great hall, Chelsea hos- 
pital, to enquire irrto the causes and 
circumstances of the late treaty of 
armistice, and convention of Cintra. 

General Sir David Dundas t on ob- 
serving that all the members were pre- 
sent, proceeded to the chair appropri- 
ated for the president, and requested 
the rest of the general officers to take 
their seats at the board, which they 
immediately did, in the following order: 
President. — Gen. Sir David Dundas. 

' C Earl Moira. 

Generals . . < Peter Craig. 

(.Lord Heath field. 
rEarl Pembroke. 

lieut.-Gens. J Sir G. Nugent. 

{.Oliver Nichols. 

The board being constituted without 
•ay formality! the Hon. R. Ryder, judge 


advocate, read his Majes’y’s warrant, 
of which i he following is a copy 
* GE /RGE R. 

44 Whereas, we were pleased, in the 
month of July, 1808, to constitute and 
appoint Lieut.-general Sir Hew Dal^ 
rymple, Knt. to the command of a body 
of our forces, employed to art on the 
coasts of Spain and Portugal, or in such 
other part of the continent of Europe 
as he might hereafter be directed to, 
and the said lieutenant-general did, 
pursuant to our instructions transmitted 
to him proceed to Portugal, and did on 
the 22d. of August, 1808, land in that 
country, and take upon himself the com- 
mand of the said body of our forces ac- 
cordingly. And whereas it appears that 
on the same 22d. of August, and sub- 
sequently to his having assumed the 
command, an armistice was concluded 
as follows : — [ Here is recited the armi- 
stice as stated in Sir Hew Dalrymplts 
dispatch. | 

44 And, whereas, it appears that on 
the 30th. day of August, 1808, a con- 
vention was concluded as follows:— 
[Here is recited the convention as stated 
in Sir Hew Dalrymp/e's dispatch ] 

44 We think it necessary that an en- 
quiry should be made by the genera^ 
officers herein after named, into the 
conditions of the said armistice and 
convention, and into all the causes and 
circumstances (whether arising from the 
previous operations of the British army 
or otherwise), which led to them, and 
into the couduct, behaviour, and pro- 
ceedings of the said lieutenant-general 
Sir Hew Dalrymple, and of any other 
officer or officers who may have held 
the command of our troops in Portugal; 
and of any other person or persons, as 
far as the same were connected with 
the sffid armistice and convention, in 
order that the said general officers may 
report to us, touching the matters a- 
foresaid for our better information. Our 
will and pleasure therefore is, and we 
do hereby nominate and appoint the 
general officers of our army, whose 
names are respectively mentioned in 
the list 'annexed, to be a board, of 
which we do hereby appoint General 
Sir David Dundas, K. B. to be presi- 
dent, who are to meet accordingly for 
the purposes above-mentioned.— And 
you arc hereby required to give notice 
to the said general officers when and 
where they are to meet for the said ex- 
amination and inquiry, and you are 
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hereby directed to summon such per- 
sons as may be judged necessary by tlve 
said general officers (whether the gene- 
ral officers employed in tie expedi- 
tion, or others), to give information 
touching the said matters, or whose 
examination shall be desired by those 
employed in the said expedition. And 
the said general officers are hereby 
directed to hear such persons as shall 
offer to give information touching the 
same, and they are hereby authorized, 
empowered, and required strictly to 
examine into the matters before men- 
tioned, and to report a state thereof as 
it shall appear to ^hcra, together with 
their opinion thereupon, and also with 
their opinion, whether any or what 
further proceedings should be had 
thereupon; all of which you are to 
transmit to our commander in chief, to 
be bv him laid before us for our con- 
sideration ; and for so doing this shall, 
as well to you as to our said general 
officers, and all others concerned, be a 
sufficient warrant. 

u Given at our court in St. James’s, 
this first day of Nov. 1808 in the 
49th. year of our reign. 

“ By his Majesty’s command, 
(Signed) “ James Pultenev. 

“ To our right trusty and wellbeloved 

Counsellor, Hon. Richard Ryder, judge 

advocate general, or his deputy.” 

Second Day, Thursday , Nov. 1 7. 

The business opened by the Judge 
Advocate reading certain letters which 
he had received from General Sir Hew 
Dalrymple, and from Sir A. Wellesley, 
relative to the future proceedings of the 
court, and declaratory of their wish 
fully to meet the inquiry, while, at the 
same lime they craved certain evidence 
in the hands of ministers to be produ- 
ced to the court. 

These letters and the answer of Lord 
CastJereagh, agreeing to the request 
contained in them, being read, the 
Judge Advocate £aid, that he was desired 
by the court, publicly to state thpir an- 
xious wish, to state the necessity of re- 
fraining from the publication of any 
part of the proceedings of the court, 
not only till their conclusion, hut till 
his Majesty’s pleasure should be known, 
if any farther proceedings of a military 
nature were to take place, because, if 
any such proceedings were to be adopt- 
ed, justice to those implicated, required 
that the publication should be kept 
back till such farther military proceed- 


ing as it might be proper to adopt had 
also been concluded. 

The Judge Advocate then proceeded 
to read ihe var.ous official correspon- 
dence between I^rd Castlereagh, Sir 
A. Wellesley, Sir H. Dalrymple,Sir H. 
Burraid, Sir C. Cotton, Gen. Spencer, 
&c. and between these officers among 
themselves, down to the dispatches of 
the 2Jst. of September- In this business 
the court was occupied till 3 o’clock. 

Sir Hew Dalrymple then came for- 
ward and addressed the court, lie 
stated, that before be gave in the narr 
rative of his pioceedings, which it was 
his intention to lay beiore the court, he 
felt himself called on to say a word or 
two in vindication of his character, 
which bad been grossly aspersed in the 
public papers, to serve, as it would 
seem, the cause of a more favoured of- 
ficer. The convention had been very 
generally reprobated in this country, 
but he had no doubt that, in a short 
time, it would he more favqurably, be- 
cause more justly, appreciated. By the 
publications ip question, however, be 
the convention calamitous or otherw ise, 
he v$as represented as the sole author 
of it ; that from the moment of his ar- 
rival, he had had the stupid presumption 
to act in opposition to the plan of pro- 
ceedings previously agreed on, and to 
order it to be changed; that he had 
snatched the laurels from the brow of 
the victor ! And that Sir A. Wellesley 
had protested against, or at all events 
had strongly disapproved qT, the terms 
of the convention ! For himself, he had 
carefully abstained from staling any 
thing in the public papers, although he 
was not ignorant that, previous to his 
quitting the army in Portugal, diere 
were persons at work there with similar 
imputations to those thrown out against 
his character in this country ! He had 
purposely abstained from any neswspa- 
per appeals, reserving himself for this 
day, when he could with confidence, 
and vyi tli the candour and openness be- 
coming a British officer, state his case. 
He now pledged himself to that couit, 
and to his country , that Sir Harry Bur- 
rard, Sir Arthur Wellesley, and him'lf 
were all present with General Kelleniun 
io hen the preliminaries qf the convention 
of Cint.ru were discussed and settled. Sir 
A. Wellesley bore that prominent purl 
in the discussion, to which the important 
situation he held in the country , t&t 
glorious victory he had lately giintd* 
and the important information, more 
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jmrfJfMhrfy of 0 local nurture, which be Must. These facts he bad farad it ne- 
possessed sp mil entitled him to assume . cessary for him to e^jplain in vindication 
He, therefore, had discussed, and as- of his chnrapter, before be entered on 
seated to, not only the principle of the the nan alive pf his proceedings, after 
convention, but the general- details of be hail joined the army in Portugal, 
k; und so for froqn its being correct, Sir Arthur Wellesley begged to say a 
$b*t Sir A- Wellesley had signed the few words in answer to what he had 
preliminaries, by tire order, or rather just heard. He regretted exceedingly, 
by the compql&ion, pf him (Sir H. Dal- that any thing should have appeared in 
ry tuple,) as had been insinuated, the any of tire public prints, which could be 
fact was, that he himself was stepping supposed to have the effect of serving 
up, for the purpose of putting his own hint at the expence of the conduct or 
name to the preliminary articles, when character of Sir H. Dalrymple. He (fe- 
lie was put right by General Kellerman clared most sincerely, that no such state- 
's?* point of form, who reminded him went had ever been inserted with hi? 
4 bat he, as commander in chief, could knowledge or approbation ; and he could 
,jno.t sign a preliminary treaty, where equally pledge himself, that none suck 
fhe officer on the other side was only a ever came through the knowledge or con- 
general of division} Sir A. Wellesley currenee of any of his friends or rela- 
|ben signed the preliminary treaty, with- lions, He agreed in what he had just 
out any order from him, (Sir U. Dal- heard, that lie had been present at, 
yymple.) The conversation, he agreed, and taken a part under the commander 
was carried on in tl»e French language, in chief, in adjusting the preliminaries 
.and it might be true, he believed it was, of the convention, fie had signed these 
that General KelJprman took minutes preliminaries iu consequence of the de- 
/of it. As already said, however, he sire of the commander in chief, but not 
had never inserted his own representa- in consequence of any command or 
tions, or his own wishes, in the public cmnpulsiou exercised over him on that 
prims. He had not, as was stated occasion. He had agreed with the cou»- 
m bis name, insisted on a com t mar- mainjer in chief on the principle of 
link He was happy that he sliquld these articles, though lie differed from 
fpqeta court like the present, where Jtim in some of the details, 
his case would he fully gone into, aud Sir H. Dalrymple sat at the side of 
would not be checked by the trammels the court, lie was accompanied by 
pf legal proceedings. He was not a- General Sir Charles Green, and three 
fraid of any inquiry, being convinced officers of his staff'. He looked extremely 
ghat bis cause, and that of truth, would well, is a soldier-looking man, in the 
he found to go hand in hand. He assur- prime of life, and seemed to be in gootf 
hd die court that he should not avail Spirits. 

himself of the privilege of decliuing to The court adjourned till Saturday 
pnswer any question, lest it should cri^ morning. 

pninate himself; on the contrary, he Thud Day, Saturday, Nov. Iff. 
should feel pleasure in the business be- The business commenced by Sir A. 
jng silted to the bottom, and ho him- Wellesley staring his wish to deliver in 
self should be ready to give every satis- a pape r confirmatory of his statement 
taction which might be de m a n d e d of on the preceding day. Sir Arthur read 
him, or which it was in his power to the paper, which stated in substanco 
give. He had not, as already .stated, the saiiie as his .declaration on Thurs- 
dematided a court martial, and one day, that lie was not ordered, much 
reason for hjs not doing so was, because less compelled to sign the armistice — 
no charges Of a'distinct nature had been that no authority was given by him or 
urged against him. If his conduct had any of bis relations or friends, to any of 
been sp called in question us to have die publishers of newspapers, to make a 
tendered it necessity lor him to insist contrary statement. He also repeated 
pn a court martial, it would have been that he agreed in the principle of per- 
incumbent on him tq have called in his mitting the Trench to evacuate Portu- 
dafence all the officers of note engaged gal, only differing with the commander 
at present in Spain and Portugal. He in chief respecting some points of detail, 
W06 happy to say, however, that, at * 1 he paper containing this statement 
present no officer was absent from bis was delivered by Sir Arthur to the pree 
iuy on his (Sir H. Palryipple’s) ac- srdfcut. 
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Sir Arthur also expresse d his regret 
that an expression ill one of his letters 
read on Thursday, should have gone 
forth to the* public, as conveying a re- 
jection upon the commissatiat employ- 
ed in the army in Portugal. He never 
meant to state that the individuals em- 
ployed in the commissariat, were want- 
ing in seal or deficient in exertiou-rhis 
only object was to show' generally the 
expediency of making some alteration 
in the mode of conducting the commit* 
sari at department. 

A paper containing this statement 
was also delivered by Sir Arthur to the 
president. 

The Judge Advocate then read some 
dispatches from Sir Hew Dairy inple to 
lord Castlereagh, one dated the 3d. of 
September, which was published in the 
Gazette; others stating, that the terms 
of the armistice had been communica- 
ted to the Portuguese General, but who 
bad not objected to them until after 
the conclusion of the negociation, and 
convention had been signed ; a letter in 
French from the Portuguese General, 
objecting to the terms of the conven- 
tion, and an answer from Sir Hew Dal- 
rymple, stating, that the good faith of 
the country was pledged to carry these 
conditions into effect. Some other let- 
ters were also read, relating to points 
of detail. 

The Judge Advocate having finished 
jreadiug these official dispatches, another 

{ >erson commenced reading, in a very 
qw tone of voice, a series of correspon- 
dence relating to several minor details 
connected with the army in Portugal. 
The court adjourned tv Monday. 

The 4th. and 5th. days (Monday 
and Tuesday) were employed in 
reading the statements of Sir H. 


Dalrymple and Sir A. Wellesley, 
and examining several witnesses. It 
is understood from what has already 
transpired, that Sir II. Dairy mple, ha- 
ving a discretionary power, appears 
to have done what he thought best, 
for according to circumstances, ha- 
ving no cavalry or horses Jor the ar- 
tillery , and being without many other 
essential means oj power/ ul operations 
against the Trench , who were in pos- 
session o f every fortress , a great deal 
of time, (perhaps some months) 
would have elapsed before they could 
have been driven out by force, and 
of course wo must also have suffered 
great loss in the event; it seems to 
be the opinion that Sir Hew will be 
honourably acquitted, as the blame 
seems attached to ministers at pre- 
sent more than to the commanders. 
The court adjourned at half past 
two o'clock until ten o'clock on 
Thursday. Her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales, attended by Lady 
Charlotte Lindsay, Miss and Mr. St. 
Leger, entered the Hall about eleven 
o'clock; she was received by the 
president at the bar, and other mem- 
bers of the court, standing. In pas- 
sing Sir A. Wellesley, she gave him i 
a most cordial shake of the hand. 
Countess Temple, Lady Nugent, and 
the beautiful Miss Oliver, sat toge- 
ther at some distance from the 
Princess. This day exceeded all the 
preceding ones in the display of 
rank, beauty, and fashion, 
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FROM THE LONDON GAZETTES. 


Admiralty Office , Nov. 19. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Sey- 
mour , of his Majesty's ship Ame- 
thyst , to Admiral Lord Gambler . 

Amethyst , Hamoaze , Nov. 15, 
My Lord — I have the most sin- 
cere pleasure in acquainting you, 
that his Majesty’s ship the Ame- 


thyst, under my command, captured, 
the 10th instant at night, the French 
frigate La Thetis, of forty-four guns, 
and a crew of 330 men, who had 
served years together, and 106 sol- 
diers, from L’Orientfor Martinique. 
Being close to the N. W. point ot 
Groa, she was seen a quarter before 
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♦even P. M. and immediately chased; 
and a close action began before ten 
o'clock, which continued with little 
intermission till twenty minutes after 
midnight. Having lallen on board 
for a short time, afterten, and from 
a quarter past eleven, when she in- 
tentionally laid us on board, till she 
surrendered (about on hour,) she 
lay fast alongside, the fluke of our 
best bower anchor having entered 
her foremost main deck port, and 
she was, alter gieat slaughter, board- 
ed and taken possession of, and 
some prisoners received from lu r, 
before we disengaged the ships. 
Shortly after, a ship of war was seen 
closing fast under a press of sail, 
which proved to be the Triumph, 
which immediately gave us the most 
effectual assistance that the anxious 
and feeling mind of such an officer 
as Sir Thomas Hardy could suggt st. 
At half past one the Shannon joined, 
received prisoners from, and took 
La Thetis in tow. She is wholly 
dismasted, dreadfully shattered, and 
bad her commander (Pinsun, Capi- 
taine de Vaisseau,) and 135 men, 
killed ; 102 wounded, amongst 

whom are all her officers except 
three. Amethyst has lost 19 killed, 
and 51 wounded, amongst the former 
is Lieutenant Bernard Kindall, a 
most promising young officer, of the 
royal marines, who suffered greatly; 
and that invaluable officer, Lieut. 
S. J. Payne, dangerously wounded ; 
the mainmast shot away, and the 
ship much damaged and leaky. No 
language can convey an adequate 
idea of the cool and determined bra- 
very shew n by every officer and man 
of this ship ; and their truly noble 
behaviour has laid me under the 
greatest obligation. The assistance 
1 received from my gallant friend 
tbe first Lieutenant, Mr. Goddard 
Blennerhassctt, an officer of great 
merit and ability, is beyond all en- 
comium. Lieut. Hill and Crouch, 
*nd Mr. Fair the master, (whose 
admirable exertions, particularly at 
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the close of the action, when the 
enemy was on fire, the boarders 
employed, and the ship had sud- 
denly made two feet water, sur- 
mounted all difficulties,) are happily 
preserved to add lustre to his Ma- 
jesty's service, injustice to Mon- 
sieur Defle, the surviving comman- 
der of La Thetis, 1 must observe, 
he acted with singular firmness, and 
was the only’ Frenchman on the 
quarter-deck when we boarded her, 
1 have the honour to be, 6cc. 

Michael Seymour* 
[Total of killed 19 , wounded 5I.J 
Duwning-Street , Nov. 18. 

A dispatch, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy, was this day received 
by Viscount Castlereagh, one of his 
Majesty's principal secretaries of 
state, from Lieut. -General Beck* 
with, commanding his Majesty's 
troops in the Windward and Lee- 
ward Islands : — 

Barba does. Sept . 14. 

My Lord, — Intelligence having 
been received here on the 27th of 
last month, that the enemy had ha- 
zarded a landing in Marie Galante 
with a detachment of regular troops 
from Guadaloupe; the three com* 
panies of the 1st West India Regi- 
ment, under the command of Lieut.-* 
Colonel Blackwell, of the 4th West 
India, proceeded from Barbadoes,' 
as expressed in my dispatch No. 17, 
were landed in Marie Galante on 
the 29 tk, attacked the French troops, 
in conjunction with the naval garri- 
son, on the 30th, and, after a serie* 
of operations in the fastnesses of the 
country, the enemy surrendered at 
discretion on the 3d inst. Colonel 
Cambriel abandoned his command 
the day before the surrender, and, 
it is imagined, escaped in a canoe 
to Guadaloupe. The detachment 
returned to Barbadoes on the 10th, 
having had three men wounded, one 
of whom is since dead. The perse- 
verance and temper of the thiee 
companies was respectable; and the 
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fatigue the)' underwent at this sea- 
son of the year unusually great. 

I inclose Lieut. -Colonel Black- 
well's Report, and have the honour to 
be, &c. Geo. Beckw itii, 

Lieut.-Gen. 

Grand RonrgyMaric Galante % Sept . 4. 

Sib, — 1 have the honour to inform 
you, that the troops which you were 
pleased to place under my command 
arrived here, in his Majesty's ship 
Captain, on the 2^th of August ; 
smd finding from Capt. Bigot, com- 
mander of this Island, that the 
French troops were strongly posted 
within three miles of Grand Bourg, 
I was immediately landed with three 
companies of the 1st West India re- 
giment ; and having obtained an in- 
crease of my force, of about 140 
marines, and some sailors, together 
with a six-pounder, from the army 
schooner Maria, I lost no time in 
fulfilling the instructions I received 
from you. 

1 have now much satisfaction in 
Reporting, that after a pursuit of 
the enemy for five days and nights, 
and having during that period had 
four engagements with him, in each 
of which he was repulsed, and obli- 
ged to make most precipitate re- 
treats, leaving behind him arms, 
ammunition, &e. at every different 
post that had been attacked, and at 
one place in particular, nine mari- 
ners (who had been taken prisoners 
on the first landing of the enemy,) 
and at another, a brass six-pounder, 
which had only arrived from Guade- 
loupe two days, and which was 
found spiked ; by constantly march- 
ing and harassing him, we found, 
on coming wirhin one hundred pa- 
ces of his front yesterday morning, 
that he was willing to surrender, 
and sending out a flag of truce, I 
granted the following terms : — 
u That the French troops might 
march out from the ground they 
then occupied with the honours of 
war, but that they should lay down 
their arms in front of the troops, 


and surrender themselves as prison- 
ers of war, and that all prisoners ta- 
ken since their arrival in the island 
should be immediately returned/' 
I was however much astonished to 
find that Colonel Cambriels, who 
had commanded the army, was not 
present when they surrendered, but 
I have since understood that he had 
quitted it the morning previous, ami 
had returned to Guadaloupe, but 1 
have some reason to imagine he i* 
still in this island. 

The field-piece I had taken from 
the army schooner became useless 
after the first day, from the tract of 
the country the enemy led us over; 
I therefore sent it back to Grand 
Bourg, and at the same time 1 di- 
rected fifty marines to occupy the 
post at Deloses, three miles from 
town, which kept up the com- 
munication with the interior of the 
island. 

In our several attacks, it gives 
me pleasure to say that we have had 
only two privates wounded, one of 
them since is dead. The loss on the 
part of the enemy 1 have not ascer- 
tained, but imagine to have been 
considerable. I am sorry to men- 
tion to you, that a gentleman from 
Antigua, of the name of Brown, be- 
ing a prisoner of war, was in t he 
rear oft he enemy's picquet when at- 
tacked on the evening of the 2d in- 
stant, and recived a mortal wound. 
The force which has been brought 
from Guadaloupe 1 have not yet ex- 
actly found out, but from all ac- 
counts must have been above two 
hundred rank and file. 

From the return I send herewith, 
you will find that one hundred a ini 
sixty-two privates have laid down 
their arms, and there are at present 
many who have b*en sick dispersed 
through the country. The inhabi- 
tants that joined were very consider- 
able. I believe their number amoun- 
ted to from four to five hundred. 
To Captain YValley, of his Majes- 
ty's ship Captain, I am under gnat 
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obligations ; in every instance he 
has studied to assist me, and to his 
exertions I am much indebted for 
the success of the expedition. * Capr 
tain Pigot, the commander of the 
island, was in the field the whole 
time with the troops ; and from his 
knowledge of the country he affor- 
ded me the greatest assistance, for 
which I consider myself most par- 
ticularly indebted to him. 

I have likewise to return my best 
thanks to all the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and privates who 
were under my command, for the 
chearfiilness with which they went 
through the long and harrassing 
marches, and 1 think it a duty in- 
cumbent upon me to mention to you 
their extreme good conduct since 
they have been in the field. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Natii. Blackwell, 
Lieut. Col. 4th West India Ileg. 

Marie Galante, Camp at the Estate of 
Blanchard Cadet , Sept. 3, 1808. 
Terms agreed upon by the commanders 
of his Britannic Majesty’s forces with 
the French troops in Marie Calante. 
Proposal. — The French troops shall 
surrender unconditionally to the British 
forces. 

Answer. — The French will surren- 
der ; but propose that their officers 
shall be sent on their parole, and their 
men exchanged at Guadaloupe. 

Answer. — The proposal of being sent 
to Guadaloupe is positively refused, 
that being left to the pleasure of the 
commanders in chief of the array and 
navy. The French are permitted only 
to march out with the honours of war, 
and lay down their arms. 

Return of Prisoners of War who sur- 
rendered on the 3d September. 

Marie Galunte , Sept. 4. 

4 Captains, 8 Lieutenants, 162 rank 
and file, and 1 staff. — 

N. B. 1 Lieutenant and 15 rank arid 
file of artillery included. 

-Return of arms, Ammunition, and Ac- 
coutrements, taken and destroyed 
from 30th August to 3d September. 
1 field-piece, 450 firelocks, 200 belts 
and pouches, and 24 kegs of ball car- 
tridges. — Ammunition for field-pieoe 
not ascertained. 


Intelligence. 

Dispatches were on the 17th inst ; . 
received by government from Spain,. 
The substance of the intelligence 
received has been communicated by 
the following 

BULLETIN. 

Government have received dis- 
patches from St. Andcro, dated the 
7th of November, which state that 
the French, having received consi- 
derable reinforcements, attacked the 
Gallician army, under Gen. Blake, 
on the 31st of October, in their po- 
sitions, about a league from Sava- 
reosa. The attack commenced at 
six o'clock in the morning, under 
cover of a thick fog,, and lasted till 
three in the afternoon, when the 
Spaniards, after a most obstinately 
contested engagement, in which they 
had to contend with numbers great- 
ly superior, and a formidable artil- 
lery, being destitute themselves of 
that species of force,, were obliged 
to retire. 

They effected their retreat in ex- 
cellent order to Bilboa, with a view 
to a further retirement upon Valma- 
seda. The enemy’s force was com- 
puted at 25,000 men ; that of Gene- 
ral Blake at 17,000. 

The bravery and steadiness of the 
Spanish troops are mentioned in the 
highest terms. In the course of 
eight hours most obstinate and in- 
cessant fighting, the enemy never 
gained more than a quarter of a 
league. 

Subsequent letters, dated St. An- 
dero, the 1 1th, state, that General 
Blakei finding that the French had 
advanced beyond Valmaseda, with 
a view to cut off one of his divisions, 
advanced upon their army near Val- 
maseda and Oronteas, on the 4th 
of November, and after a vigorous 
and obstinate action, which lasted 
from one o'clock in the day till dark, 
he defeated the French, and drove 
them from Valmaseda, with loss, ta- 
king one howitzer, much ammuni- 
tion, two provision waggons, and 
some prisoners. 

VOL. u\ 
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General Blake was concentrating 
his army, and moving his head-quar- 
ters to Reynosa. 

The Marquis de la Romana had 
arrived at St. Andero, to take the 
command of the northern army. 

Bayonne iNovA * — The Emperor set 
out to-day, at noon, for Spain. He 
will, it is said, sleep at lrun,and arrive 
early to morrow, with his brother 
at Viltoria. His Majesty was not 
able to keep himself long incog, at 
Marac; the Bayonnese were most 
eager to manifest the joy which they 
experienced at learning the happy 
arrival of their august sovereign. — 
Last night the town was spontaneous- 
ly illuminated. An immense con- 
course of people filled all the streets 
and public places, and the cry of 
lt Long live Napoleon !” resounded 
from all parts. We learn that there 
has been a very brilliant affair for 
our troops near Logrono. The in- 
surgents have been completely bro- 
ken. On the other side, a division 
of the army, commandedby Marshal 
Moticey, had, on the 26th of last 
month, an engagement at Lerin, in 
which the Spaniards were defeated. 
In this affair we took several pieces 
of cannon, and 6'0O prisoners, which 
yesterday arrived at Bayonne. The 
officers are confined in the citadel. 
These miserable Spaniards are in a 
most deplorable condition — their 
clothes are mere shreds, and they 
are without shoes. Every disposi- 
tion is making for vigorous offensive 
operations, and the arrival of his 
Majesty will, without doubt, give 
birth to great events. Romuna's 
corps will be the first attac ked ; we 
are even assured that every means 
have been taken for cutting off his 
retreat. The siege of Saragossa will 
commence iiva few days, and he vi- 
gorou.ily carried on. There is a re- 
port to clay at Bayonne, that Blake 
has lost five or six thousand men in 
an engagement with Gen. Verdicr; 
fejjt this report appears premature. 


Troops of all descriptions are con- 
tinually passing through this place, 
they are animated with the best spi- 
rit, and burn with impatience to 
fight under the eye9 of the hero who 
always leads them to victory. The 
army of Spain will, it is said, be 
divided into eight grand divisions, 
and commanded by the Marshals 
Ney, BessiCres, Soult, Mortier, Vic- 
tor, Moncey, and by the Generals 
St. Cyr, and the Due d'Abrantes. 
They also talk of an army of reserve, 
but it is not yet known by whom it 
will be commanded. The imperial 
troops, infantry and cavalry, which 
were at Bayonne, all set out at break 
of day this morning, preceding his 
Majesty. 

Nov . 5. — The dispositions which 
were made to drive the Spaniards 
from the Banks of the Ebro, have 
been attended with the most com- 
plete success at every point. Gen. 
Castanos, after the defeat of his ad- 
vanced guard, quitted his position 
at Soria. By this movement the 
Marquis de Romana was no longer 
able to receive succours from the 
principal Spanish army. He has 
had reason to repent of the temerity 
with which he advanced. The French 
soldiers had no sooner perceived tfits 
corps, which had rendered itself so 
guilty by the most signal perfidy, 
than they most impetuously wailed 
the order for battle ; the victory was 
quickly decided. Romana was not 
able to effect his retreat, but in the 
greatest disorder ; and his position 
will no longer pemithim tocoverSt. 
Andero, which will be immediately 
attacked and carried. 

The Spanish officers, which havo 
been made prisoners, testify the 
greatest astonishment at the immense 
force which was brought against 
them — they were so far deceived as 
to believe that our troops could net 
quit Germany, and that all was in 
confusion in that country. Many 
of them admit that there exists to 
Spain the greatest subjects ofdivi* 
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sion, both between the different corps 
of their army and their generals, and 
between the different authorities. 


The following is an account from the 

Neapolitan Moniteur of the capture 

of the Island of Capri . 

Yesterday the British command- 
ant of the Isle of Capri capitulated, 
with the garrison under his com- 
mand. 

The expedition which achieved 
the conquest of this important post, 
was prepared with so much secrecy 
and dispatch, that the public had no 
expectation of our landing troops at 
Capri. 

During the three months which 
the English possessed this island, 
they spared neither money nor pains 
to render it a formidable strong 
bold. Fortification, artillery, land 
and sea batteries, had all been con- 
structed or carried there, at a great 
expence, and they conceived it im- 
pregnable, and called it the little 
Gibraltar; but the courage of our 
troops surmounted and conquered 
every obstacle. 

His Majesty had scarcely entered 
bis territories, when he perceived of 
what importance^ would be to drive 
out eternal enemies from a port 
where the malefactors and brigands 
of the kingdom had long formed a 
sure asylum, and where all the in- 
trigues and conspiracies, which are 
the only arms of the court of Paler- 
mo, were contrived, and although 
always stifled at their commence- 
ment, have not failed to disturb the 
tranquility of this beautiful country. 
The interests of maritime commerce 
equally require that enemies who 
were always on the observation, and 
who count every vessel that entered 
or left Naples, should be removed. 

On the 4th of October, at three 
o'clock in the morning, 6 0 trans- 
ports, having on borad 1,500 men, 
including carabineers and grenadiers 
of the French and Neapolitan ar- 
mies, and the royal guards, went 
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from Naples. The expedition was 
commanded by the general of divi- 
sion Lamarque, who had under him 
the generals of brigade Monstera 
d’Estrees, and Prince Pignatelli, 
and the adjutants commandant Tho- 
mas and Chavardes. A frigate, a 
corvette, and 26' gun-boats, pro- 
tected our transports. The passage 
was short and favourable. The En- 
glish thought the enterprise so diffi- 
cult, that they were extremely asto- 
nished at the appearance of our 
troops, and the sea was so rough, 
that it for some hours prevented the 
debarkation, and gave the enemy 
time to put themselves in a posture 
of defence. 

A vivid and continued fire of mus- 
quetry did not prevent our troops 
from landing. Those who first set 
foot on shore were the royal grena- 
diers and Corsican chasseurs, having 
at their head the adjutant com- 
mandant Thomas. They were im- 
mediately followed by our brave 
troops, but when the debarkation 
was effected, new difficulties pre- 
sented themselves. It was in the 
first place necessary to take posses- 
sion of the height of Anacapri which 
commands the island, and all the 
forts which defend it; our soldiers 
soon accomplished it by climbing up 
the byeways, which seemed imprac- 
ticable, and which were intersected 
at various distances with fossees and 
intrenchments, and defended by two 
battalions of the royal Maltese regi- 
ments, whom we made all prisoners 
of war, and carried into Naples. 
Scarcely had we become masters of 
the place, than the English comman- 
der united his remaining force in. 
the fortified posts of of St. Michael 
and Constant, and the fort de Mag-, 
giore, preserving open his commu- 
nication with the sea, and waiting 
from moment to moment for a re- 
inforcement, the arrival of which 
would have been impossible for us 
to prevent. This ciicumstance ren 
dered the occupation of the lower 
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part of the isle extremely important, 
but the communication between the 
upper and the lower part of Capri 
could not be effected otherwise than 
by the possession of a flight of 511 
steps, cut in the rock, where no 
more than one man could descend 
in front, and which was commanded 
by the fort St. Michael, whose can- 
nons, charged with heavy shot, did 
not cease to play upon this point. 
Yet, under the cover of the night 
and the protection of some batteries 
hastily erected, our troops descended 
by this road. At the same instant, 
the succour expected by the enemy 
appeared at sea, consisting of four 
frigates, two corvettes, four bomb 
ships, 14 gun boats, and 9 trans- 
ports. These forces expected, by 
close blockading of ibe island, to 
defeat our enterprise by the want of 
ammunition and provisions. But 
government had anticipated this two 
months ago, and his Majesty anx- 
ious to secure the indubitable sub- 
sistence of the army, went in person 
to the point of Campanella, whence 
observi ng the enemy's squadron com- 
pelled by the winds to keep at a 
little distance from the island, he 
ordered a few ships to attack them, 
which they immediately performed, 
with repeated cries of “ Live the 
Emperor, live the King \” The 
combat was sharp and very success-? 
ful, and. the enemy had the mortifi- 
cation of seeing forty transports ar- 
rive at the island, and all the provi- 
sions and ammunition wherewith 
they were charged. 

Our batteries were then directed 
against the forts, and after having 
partly dismantled therp, the English 
were compelled to sign a capitula- 
tion, in virtue of which the garrison 
and their whole troops on the island 
surrendered as prisoners of war, and 
are to be transported to England, 
and shall not fight against the Empe- 
ror of the French, or his allies, nor 
the King of the Two Sicilies, until 
they are exchanged. 


Scarcely had the capitulation been 
signed, when various English vessels 
appeared at sea, having on board 
the regiment of Watteville from 
Sicily to succour the English, but 
they could only witness their defeat. 
The English and Neapolitan troops 
equally distinguished themselves 
during this brilliant expedition. The 
garrison of the island, a circum- 
stance extremely honourable, were 
equal in number to those who be- 
sieged them. 

The following is the substance of 
the official reports of the late actions 
in Biscay, as transmitted to the Spa- 
nish government : — 

On the 3 1 st of October, four di- 
visions of Gen. Blake's army were 
attacked by 25,000 French. — After 
fighting as became valliant Spaniards 
duriug the whole day, Gen. Blake, 
in order to prevent being surround- 
ed, determined to fall back, and to 
form a junction with the divisions of 
the Asturias and the Marquis de la 
Romana. The retreat was conduct- 
ed in the best order, without the loss 
of cannon, colours, or prisoners.— 
They halted during the night of the 
1st of November, at Bilboa. Gen. 
Blake having resolved to take post 
at Valmaseda, the army marched 
on the 2d for another position, 
where it was joined by the Astu- 
rians, the troops of the North, and 
the fourth division of ffallicia: a 
small detachment having been left 
at Bilboa. On i. ie 3d, the French 
appe ared before that city in great 
force, and the few troops that were 
there, evacuated it in good order, 
and fell back on Valmaseda. 

In the action of the 31st, all the 
divisions displayed the greatest gal- 
lantry, in maintaining their position 
against a very superior force, during 
the whole day with unexampled en* 
ergy, and left the field of battle with 
reluctance; the enemy notwith- 
standing his superiority, was unabto 
to gain a foot of ground. Tb« to* 
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of the Spaniards was considerable, 
but that of the French much great- 
er? so that they were incapable of 
molesting the Spaniards in their re- 
treat, which was effected in the most 
orderly manner, without the loss of 
a single knapsack. 

The army being concentrated at 
Valmaseda, General Blake received 
information, on ihe 4th, that a di- 
vision of the enemy, consisting of 
10,000 men was marching on the 
heights of Ontara, with a view of 
cutting off a division of his army 
posted in that place. He therefore 
put his troops in motion at day-break 
cf the 5th, and at one o'clock at- 
tacked the enemy. After an obsti- 
nate battle, which lasted till dark, 
he completely put them to the rout, 
with great slaughter, anif the loss of 
many prisoners, one howitzer, two 
ammunition waggons, and a consi- 
derable quantity of provisions. Till 
eleven o'clock of the night of the 5th, 
when the dispatch was sent off, pri- 
soners and baggage continued to be 
brought in. The number and rank 
of the prisoners cannot be exactly 
stated, as our troops continued the 
pursuit, and there were the best 
founded hopes they would be able 
to capture a great part of the French 
division, who, finding their retreat 
by the high road cut off, defiled by 
the edge of the mountains, skirting 
the vallies, in which direction they 
were ciosely pursued. 

On the morning of the 6th, all 
the army marched forward, and ear- 
nestly solicited permission to enter 
Bilboa, at the point of the bayonet. 
We anxiously await the result of this 
enterprise, which, there is reason to 
hope, will prove successful. 

The following is an extract of a 
letter from an officer in Sir David 
Baird s army, dated Lugo, Nov. 2; 
— “ We arrived at this place on the 
31st. ult.aftera fatiguing march of 
four days from Corunna, through a 
country bare and barren in the ex- 
tceip?* aud, of course, little suited 


to supply the wants of a large army. 
The poverty of the natives appeared 
rather to claim relief from us, than 
to warrant us in looking for any 
supplies from them. The rain falls 
in torrents, and 1 fear some of the 
2d. battalions, which are made up 
of very fine young lads, but not sea- 
soned, will suffer much in conse- 
quence. The stores of our commis- 
sariat will require to be renewed to 
a very large amount, in consequence 
of the immense and unexpected ex- 
penditure occasioned by the circum- 
stances I have mentioned. To mor- 
row we march hence. Our route is 
through Constantine, Nogales, Her- 
reria, Villafranca, Ponteferrado, 
where we stop some days, and then 
proceeding to Bonavente, where we 
expect to meet the army from Por-» 
tugal.” 

Letters have been received from 
Lisbon, and from Oporto of the 3d. 
inst. By these it appears that pro- 
visions in Portugal were abundant, 
and fully sufficient for an ample sup- 
ply of many months. From Oporto 
they write, that the whole of the 
British troops had been marched in- 
to Spain, and that the Spanish junta 
had requested the Portuguese go- 
vernment to furnish from 30 to 
40,000 men from Portugal, in aid 
of the common cause. 

The Gottenburgh mails bring the 
important intelligence of the rupture 
of the armistice in Finland. The 
Stockholm papers come down only 
to the 4th ; but the information in 
question is communicated in a letter 
from Gottenburgh of the 7th, which 
briefly states, that the Russians had 
on the 27th of October broke the 
armistice, and attacked the Swedes, 
who it is feared suffered much on 
the occasion. — The particulars of 
the action, or the causes which led 
‘ to it, are not mentioned. 

A gentleman who accompanied 
the mails to town, states, that the 
Swedes were attacked in their posi- 
tion at Hemango, and routed with 
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tbe loss of most of their artillery and march of Sir David Baird’s army 1 
baggage. The Russians, during the that on the 18rh they had halted in 
armistice, received a reinforcement consequence of advices, that the 
of 20,000 men ; but it is not stated Northern Spanish army under the 
whether or not hostilies were pre- command of General Blake, had 
ceded by the stipulated notice. been totally routed — that the French 
The King of Bavaria has abo- were in possession of Burgos — and 
lished all description of slavery or had even advanced by rapid marches 
bondage in his dominions. His Ma- to Vallidolid. The consequences of 
jesty lately confiscated the convent which was, that the fleet of trans* 
of Meran, near Botzen, in Tyrol, ports which were preparing to sail 
and transported the Capuchins for from Corunna, and were actually 
encouraging sedition amongst the weighing anchor, were recalled by 
Tyrolians, who it is admitted, are signal to remain, as they might be 
still dissatisfied with their change wanted to bring off the British army . 
of government. It is added, that the French were 

At the Imperial meeting in Er- pushing forward a column to Ma- 
furth, 1,500,000 rix-dollars (about drid, of which they would forthwith 
250,0001.) slerling are said to have be masters. It is more likely, and 
been thrown into circulation in that indeed their march to Valladolid is 
town and its environs. The two a proof of it, that their intention is 
Emperors paid each for their apart- to intercept and cut off the army 
ments 50 louis-d'ors a day. advancing from Lisbon under Sir 

Intelligence from Holland to the John Moore, the first column of 
8th inst. mentions, that the decree which had arrived at Salamanca 
relative to the introduction of colo- about the time that the French were 
nial produce is revoked. In a letter at Valladolid. The distance by the 
of the 4th, from the finance minis- direct road is not more than twenty 
ter to the merchants, conveying this leagues, and on the 13th instant it 
information, he states further, that is understood, that Sir John Moore 
King Louis had submitted their ear- was at Salamanca, Sir David Baird 
nest supplications to Napoleon, and at Lugos, and the French at Valla- 
liad done every thing in his power to dolid. In these circumstances con- 
support them. His Imperial Ma- siderable apprehensions are enter* 
jestv answered, that for once he tained respecting the result of the 
would concede to their desires; but contest in Spain, but particularly 
it would be in vain ever after to respecting our army, which is now 
trouble him on matters of trade and considered as being in imminent 
prohibitory decrees, he having de- jeopardy, and those even who are 
termined to give no more accommo- least inclined to despond of the cause 
dations of that sort, until the resto- of the Spaniards are not a little a- 
ration of peace. They ar6 also larmed 'about the actual situation of 
told, for their comfort, that in all the British. 

maritime and trading affairs they It was signified by Bernadotte to’ 
would be in future considered as Frederick the VI. King of Denmark, 
French subjects . on the 26th of last month, that Bor 

Government have received intel- naparte wished him to defer the act 
ligence of a most alarming nature of his coronation at Roskeld, as it v 
from Spain. The Lady Pellew was the intention of the CorsicanEra-* 
packet left Corunna on the lpt h , peror to declare him, on the 1st o£ t 
and arrived at Falmouth on the 22d January next, King of Scandinavia/ 
instant. She brings the melancholy the Emperor Alexander having coin * 
account from Lugo, on the line of sen ted to cede to Frederick the nrtj*' 
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dom of Sweden, which is to be con- 
quered by their joint arms. In con- 
sequence of this intimation, the co- 
ronation of the king of Denmark has 
been deferred. Jutland, Slesvviek* 
and Holstein, will be retained by 
Bonaparte, and are now occupied by 
his troops. 

Advices from the Brazils, to the 
2d of October, have been received. 
The court has issued a protest in 
the name of the Infant and Infanta 
of Spain, who emigrated with the 
house of Braganza, against the tran- 
sactions at Bayonne. This report 
declares the right of the Infant Don 
Louis and the Infanta, his consort, 
the daughter of the Prince Regent, 
to be by no means surrendered or 
compromised by the pretended ces- 
sion of Carlos and Ferdinand. It 
also asserts a right for this Prince, 
being the nearest relation to Ferdi-. 
nand not in the power of the enemy, 
to the regency of Spain. Sir Syd- 
ney Smith, it is said, was particular- 
ly-consulted about the framing and 
issuing of this instrument. There is 
a rumour that some coolness prevails 
at court towards Lord Strangford, 
in consequence of some offence ta- 
ken at certain parts of the diploma- 
tic correspondence relative to the 
evacuation of Lisbon, as published 
in the English newspapers. 


Intelligence . 

An article from Constantinople* 
dated Sept. 1 7> says, “ in the me- 
mory of man we have not enjoyed so 
great tranquillity as at present reigna 
here; we are indebted for it to the 
Grand Vizier Mustapha Bairacter, 
who holds with a firm hand the reins 
of government. He is principally 
occupied in making the Janissaries 
submit to proper discipline, who, 
for many ages, as well as lately, 
would arrogate to themselves the 
right of deposing the Sultans: the 
least insubordination, the most slight 
murmur, is now punished with 
death ; but they receive their pay 
on the exact day fixed. The grand 
Vizier is firmly resolved to put the 
whole army, as soon as possible, 
upon the same footing as that of 
Nizam Gcddid: this corps had been 
raised and exercised after the Euro- 
pean manner, and it cost the unfor- 
tunate Selim his throne and life for 
haying formed it. The Pachas of 
the provinces obey the orders of thi$ 
Grand Vizier, because they know 
the activity and firmness of his cha- 
racter. — The use of bayonets has 
been introduced into the army, by 
order of the Vizier. — Twenty ladies 
of the Seraglio have been drowned, 
charged with being accessary to the 
murder of the late Sultau Selim/* 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE . 


At a late numerous and respect- 
able meeting of the freeholders of 
Hampshire, a petition for an inquiry 
respecting the convention of Portu- 
gal, was carried almost unanimously. 
Mr. Cobbett, went into a detail of 
certain public abuses, and was 
heard with great attention : the fol- 
lowing extract from his speech, 
demands the serious attention of the 
public:— 

“ Mr. Cobbett rose and said, that 
so far from disapproving of any part 


of the resolution he heartily ap- 
proved of every word of it. As to 
the merits or demerits of the con- 
vention, that was a question pretty 
nearly set at rest ; for from those 
who are hostile to a petition or ad- 
dress for an inquiry, no word nor 
argument had ever fallen in justifi- 
cation of that convention. His Ma- 
jesty, it is said, has already given 
an answer to the petition of the citi- 
zens of London, informing them 
that a due inquiry will be instituted. 
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We kntfw that the common council 
has assembled since that answer was 
delivered, and expressly declared 
that it was an ungracious answer, 
and as such is entered upon their 
journals. It is the example of the 
city of London that we are to fol- 
low, and the answer which has been 
given to them, renders this proceed- 
ing the more necessary. It is evi- 
dent to the whole nation , that his Ma- 
jesty's ministers are fully determined 
to screen Sir Arthur Wellesley ; and 
why? Sir Arthur Wellesley , it is 
well known , is allied to a family a- 
mong the most powerful in this coun- 
try — a family raised to a predomi 
nance 9 not by great and shining ta- 
lent #, nor by any actions of a sort that 
can be deemed even meritorious . They 
HAVE BEATEN THE POOR INDI- 
ANS, JUST AS DOGS WOULD DO A 
FLOCK OF SHEEP OUTOF A FIELD. 
I wish* gentlemen, that this com- 
mander were here upon thisoccasion 
to hear me, but although he be not 
present, 1 doubt if one of the mi- 
nistry of a country wherein so many 
millions of money are annually dis- 
tributed, can want friends. Sir 
Arthur Wellesley , before he left this 
country , enjoyed a salary of 65661. 
for being chief secretary in Ireland. 
Ministers take him from that office , 
and send him abroad as a general , he 
still enjoying the emoluments of that 
office , although it was impossible for 
him to execute the duties of it. But 
his family enjoys in the house of Com - 
monsy no less than twelve votes. 
Gentlemen, we have at this time a 
staff, consisting of no less than two 
HUNDRED AND NINETY ONE GE- 
NERALS, The French have not 
half so many ! Out of all these offi - 
cerSy a man could not be chosen to send 
to Portugal . without sending to Ire- 
land y and taking the chief secretary , 
on whom so much business of that part 
of the United Kingdom rests. I wish 
you to bear it in mind , that the Wel- 
lesley family actually at this moment 
receives out of the resources of the 


country 23 y7&6l. annually . It is & 
sum equal to the poor-rates of 60 
parishes, on an average of parishes 
in England and Wales. It is aho 
equal to the amount of the assessed 
taxes, for 72 parishes. Perhaps it 
may not be amiss for some of you 
to know what »a staff officer is. A 
staff officer is generally a colonel of 
some regiment, selected for his ad- 
mirable skill and bravery. These 
officers, who amount to 291 , cost 
us annually, besides their pay as 
colonels of regiments, 234,7761. 5s. 
lOd. What are the fruits or bene- 
ficial effects they produce ? It has 
been a doubt in the minds of maty 
of my neighbours, that there can be 
found any body of men possessed df 
so little decency and sense, as to 
approve of these measures, wbudt 
tend solely to waste the finances of 
a country, and the blood of its in- 
habitants, by the everlasting dura* 
tion of war. I conld now read a 
list, which would occupy two hours, 
of persons, whose great interest it is 
to continue war at all events, and 
at all hazards. I'll, however, only 
detach one case — that of 'Squire 
Garniere, of Wycombe. Mr. Gar- 
niere, of Wycombe, gentlemen, re- 
ceives a salary and perquisites, a- 
mounting to 12,3091. IOs. 5d. a- 
year, for) being apothecary-general 
to the Army, buch a man, of course, 
must like the duration of war. 

It is fresh in the memory of every 
one, that there was a failure on the 
part of the Duke of York at the Hel* 
der. These are not times for men to 
be mealy-mouthed. It is notorious 
that the Duke of York commanded 
an army, fitted out at an expence 
exceeding any thing of the kW 
upon former occasions. It consisted 
of the very flower of the British 
who were reduced to the necessity (f 
flying before the French, and were 
ultimately hemmed up in a carper, 
where he made a capitulation , If* 
which he gave up, not any thinfflpt 
he had gained , but what was gt&M 
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b ij others. By the valour of our 
fleets, 8000 French sailors were 
safely lodged in our barracks and 
guardships, and these the Duke cf 
York gave up by his disgraceful 
capitulation. That was a failure 
surely of great magnitude ; and yet 
it has never, to this day, been in- 
quired into. Ministers who are 
nearly the same persons that they 
were then, will not be anxious to 
enter into an inquiry upon this oc- 
casion any more than they were for- 
merly. It may not be inapplicable 
to the subject in question, to state 
how much the Duke of York re- 
ceives out of the public money for 
his services. — The Duke of York re- 
ceives in a pension, 18,0001. a year; 
as Colonel of the three Battalions of 
foot guards, he receives annually 
6,0001. ; as commander in chief, 
exclusive of his expences and pa- 
. tronage, the sum of 10,0001. I know 
not what he receives as Colonel of 
the five battalions of the 60 tli regi- 
ment, but in addition to these sums, 
be enjoys an estate in fee-simple, gi- 
ven in lieu of the bishopVick of Os- 
naburgh, worth l6;000l. ayear; add 
to these the interest of 54,0001. lent 
him in 1801, out of the public mo- 
ney, without consent of parliament, 
2,7001. The whole is equal to the 
poor's rates of 125, or the assessed 
taxes of 146 parishes. He is also 
ranger of two parks, and warden of 
the new forest. From all these the 
patronage he enjoys is immense ; and 
we know but too well what patron- 
age is worth. 

“ it is stated as fact, perhaps^not 
generally known, but which cer- 
tainly merits publicity, at a time 
when the public have so^much rea- 
son to be dissatisfied with the mili- 
tary administration. of the country, 
that one of the under-secretaries of 
state in the war-department, instead 
of, being now in the office to attend 
.to bis official business, is abroad 
with the army. The gentleman to 
whom we allude is the Hon. C. W. 


Stewart, brother to Lord Castle- 
reagh, who, at the same time that 
he holds the office of under-secretary 
of state, to which a salary of 20001. 
a-year is annexed, is now com- 
manding the 18th light dragoons in 
Portugal. Sir A. Wellesley was at 
the same time secretary for Iielaud, 
with a salary of 6*000 1. a-year, and 
commander-in chief of the British 
forces in Portugal.” 

At a late meeting of the freehol- 
ders of Hampshire, to nominate a 
person for the representation of the 
county, in the room of the late Sir 
H. Mildmay, Mr. Cobbett made an 
excellent speech on the occasion, of 
which the following is an extract. 

“ Gentlemen, the constitution de- 
clares that the election of members 
to serve in parliament shall b i'Jree, 
thereby meaning, that no undue in- 
fluence of any sort shall be made 
use of to biass the • minds or obtain 
the votes of the electors ; and next, 
which is what I more particularly 
wish you to attend to, it declares, 
that no person holding an office, or 
place of profit, under the King, or 
having a pension from the crown , 
shall be capable of serving as a 
member of the house of commons. 
And, gentlemen, if you consider the 
duties which members of parliament 
have to perform, you will see the 
justice and reasonableness of this 
excellent rule of the constitution, 
of all which duties, the first and 
greatest is, to see that the people’s 
money is not improperly granted, 
and, when granted, not improperly 
expended. The house of commons 
are the guardians of the public trea- 
sure ; and sometimes, still more 
emphatically, the holders of the 
national purse strings. 

** The house of commons, which 
now consists of 658 members, con- 
tains persons who enjoy the emolu- 
ments of 112 places and pensions. 
But before I proceed farther, sutler 
me to state to you upon what autho- 
rity I am about to lay before you 
VOL. in. 
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these interesting facts. They are 
drawn from a report presented to 
the house of commons ; in conse- 
quence of a motion made by that 
intelligent, upright, disinterested 
and valiant nobleman. Lord Coch- 
rane, who, having so often defeated 
the enemies of England at sea, ap- 
peared to have wished to contribute 
towards defeating its more danger- 
ous enemies on shore. His lordship's 
motion, which would have brought 
into view all the placed and pensi- 
oned relatives of the members, was 
in a great measure defeated ; but 
we have at any rate got some infor- 
mation from it. The list, even of 
the members themselves, is very in- 
complete . It is acknowledged to be 
incomplete by those who made the 
report. Many of the offices, out of 
mere modesty I suppose, have not 
the amount of the emoluments pla- 
ced against them ; and there are 
several placemen and pensioners, 
owing to the want of the returns 
from the department whence their 
emoluments arise, who are not men- 
tioned at all in any part of the re- 
port. But even from this report, 
imperfect as it is, it appears, that 
there actually are, in the bouse of 
commons, 78 members who are 
placemen or pensioners ; that they 
enjoy amongst them 1 12 places and 
pensions ; that these places and pen- 
sions amount to 178, 994L a year, 
which sum, if it were equally divi- 
ded, would give to each member of 
the house 2721. a year; and, 1 am 
convinced, that if all the emolu- 
ments had been annexed, and all 
the names brought into view, the 
sum would have been double what 
it now appears. What then would 
you say, if you could behold the 
long list of places and pensions en- 
joyed by the relations of the differ- 
ent members ? Suffer me now to 
state some particulars from this list, 
because they very nearly concern 
ourselves. First, gentlemen of Rom- 
sey, there is your noble neighbour, 

Digitized 


roy Lord Palmerston, who receives 
10001. a year. Secondly, gentle* 
men of Bishop's Waltham, there in 
your neighbour, Mr. Hayes Bourne,, 
(who was standing amongst some 
tall men in the crowd all the time},} 
who receives 15001. a year. Third-* 
ly, gentlemen of the Isle of Wighl^ 
there is your governor, my Lord 
Fitzharris, who, as governor oflbn 
island, receives 13791* > an< l °k 
serve, he has taken care to haven 
grant of this place for his life, sick 
or well, though 1 must say, that, in 
all probability, he is able to com* 
mand a military force, being bed- 
ridden, as if he were actually upon 
the back of his charger. Tb% 
Lord has, besides, secured a farther 
grant of the public money to rite 
amount of 12001. a year for life, to 
commence after his father's Lord 
Malmsbury's death ; and Lord. 
Malmsbury has received for fifteen 
years past, and is to receive for h», 
life, a pension of 23001. a year. 
This, gentlemen, is the new Lord 
Lieutenant of our country— a pen- 
sioner paid out of the fruit of ou* 
labour, industry, ingenuity and eco- 
nomy." 

The following requisition was pre- 
sented to the Lord Mayor on Sa* 
turday the 19 th inst. 

To the Right Hon . the Lord Mayofo 

We, the undersigned liverymen 
of the city of London, request yotif 
lordship to convene a common ball 
on an early day, in order to tali# 
into consideration the late convex 
tion in Portugal, by which the eba* 
racter, honour, and interests of the- 
country have been so deeply 
fee ted, and to adapt such measure* 
as may be deemed advisable. 

[Signed by 2 1 livery men.] 

To this requisition his lordlhtf 
returned the following answer:— 
Mansion-House , Slstiftte* 

“ The Lord Mayor presents bis 
compliments to Mr. Quin and beg* 
to acquaint him7 that he has consi- 
dered the requisition, dated tb«2d 
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of this month, which Mr. Quin pre- 
sented to him on Saturday evening 
last — “ To convene a common hall, 
onanearly day, in order to take into 
consideration the late convention in 
Portugal, by which the Character, 
honour, and interests of the country 
have been so deeply affected, and 
to adopt such measures as may 
be deemed advisable. 

“ The Lord Mayor cannot but 
observe, that since the date of the 
requisition a court of inquiry ha* 
been instituted, by bis Majesty's 
command, for investigating the 
causes which led to the convention 
alluded to, and that the court is 
now prosecuting such inquiry. 

u The Lord Mayor is of opinion, 
that a meeting of the livery of Lon- 
don in common hall, on the subject 
proposed by the requisition, pending 
such public inquiry, will be highly 
unnecessary, unseasonable, and im- 
proper, and thereforedeclines to con- 
vene a common hall, as requested/' 
The collector of taxes at the west 
end of the town, who lately decam- 
ped with several thousand pounds, 
the produce of the taxes received, 
proves to be Mr. Launccllot Atkin- 
son, the collector of the property 
and other taxes for the parish of St. 
James, and is deficient to the amount 
of upwards of 10,000). This unfor- 
tunate man’s family are very res- 
pectable ; his father kept a cheese- 
monger's shop for a number of years 
in Jermin-street, and he married 
the daughter of a wealthy and emi- 
nent butcher in St. James's market, 
with whom he received 80001. for- 
tune;, it is supposed he was not 
prosperous in business, and the com- 
missioners of the parish, out of res- 
pect for his family and connections, 
appointed him collector of the taxes, 
which is supposed to have produced 
him between 3 and 4001. a year. — 
About six weeks since he told the 
commissioners, his family, &c. that 
be was going into Nottinghamshire 
on a visit to a gentleman very well 
known to them. The time having 


arrived when he appointed to return, 
and he not appearing, some suspi- 
cion arose that all was not right in 
his affairs, and in consequence a 
letter was written to the gentleman 
in Nottinghamshire. The gentle- 
man, in answer, said he had not 
been at his hopse. This confirmed 
the supicion ; and, on investigation, 
it was ascertained that a few days 
previous to his leaving London, he 
had sold out of the funds stock to 
the amount of between 4 and 5,0001, 
part of his wife's fortune, and not 
the least trace could be made where 
he was gone. — The commissioners, 
issued their warrant, and employ- 
ed two active officers belonging 
to the public office Bow-street, to 
execute it, who first went to his 
c/icrelanrie’s residence in the New 
Road, and found that she had left 
there at the time Mr. A. left Lon- 
don ; but it was not known where 
she was gone. The officers, how- 
evei, continued their enquiries iit , 
the neighbourhood, till they found a 
man who h&d been employed in re- 
moving several very large trunks 
from the house a sbo^t time previ- 
ous to her setting off, and that they 
were taken to the new Inn, in thef 
Old Bailey, directed for Mr. Ward, 
to go by the waggon to Portsmouth^ 
This left no doubt in the officers' 
minds but that Mr. A. had assumed 
the name of Ward (the name of the 
woman he cohabited with), and they 
at last traced him to Truro, in Corn- 
wall, where the officers arrived ou 
Tuesday se'nnigbt. — Having satisfied 
themselves that the Mr. Ward ihfy 
found there was the person of whpm 
they came in search, they arrsefed 
him in the house of the Mayor of 
Truro. They returned with hinfe to 
his house, when he asked Mrs. Ward 
for the keys, and delivered to tho 
officers a large pocket-book, q-on- 
taining bank notes and bills, to the 
amount of 5,0001. — They brought 
him to London and he has under- 
gone several examinations before the 
commissioners. 
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STATE PAPERS. 


FRENCH EXPOSE 


tEfelSLATIVE BODY. 

Paids, Nov. 3. — In the sitting of 
yesterday, his excellency the minis- 
ter of the Interior, accompanied by 
Messrs, de Segur and Corvetto, 
Councillors of state, pronounced 
the following speech on the situation 
of the empire : — 

“ Gentlemen — You termina- 
ted your last session, leaving the 
empire happy, and its chief loaded 
with glory. The year has passed 
away, and a multitude of new cir- 
cumstances have added to the good 
fortune of the country, and increa- 
sed pur hopes of future benefits. All 
that I have to state to you, gentle- 
men, is already known to you, and 
for your full information, 1 have 
only to retrace to your memory the 
principal events which have filled up 
the interval between your last and 
your present session, and to recal to 
you the additional advantages for 
which France is indebted to the wis- 
dom and valour of her sovereign. 
Icwill speak to you first of the w a nts 
» m nations; justly , public in- 
struction, the arts an A sciences , the 
numerous branches of internal admi- 
nistration, public worship, the Jinan- 
ceSy and our principal relations Tilth 
the states of the continent . The re- 
cital will bring us of course to this 
lamentable war, which we main- 
tain against orie single people. . The 
glory of our natron wounds that 
people, our strength alarms them, 
the independence of our commerce 
and . our industry disquiets them* 
T t 


every thing is again subjected to 
the fortune of war ; but the days of 
justice are not far distant. 
administration of justice. 

The maintenance of great states is 
founded on the preservation of pro- 
perty, which is the reciprocal tie 
between individuals and their go- 
vernment ; property is i emulated 
and guarded by civil laws. The na- 
tion which has the best civil lam is 
that for which we may presage the 
greatest felinty . Far from having 
any thing to envy in this respect, 
since we have lived under the go- 
vernment of the Code Napoleon, we 
beheld, and not without just pride, 
numerous nationsadopting this code, 
and enjoying with us this precious 
triumph of the age over the obscuri- 
ty, the nobility, and the variations 
of old systems of law. The legisla- 
tion of a celebrated nation which 
governed the world, our own usa- 
ges, when sanctioned by reason and 
modern manners, compose, at this 
day, the greatest of the monuments of 
wisdom ; it shall last for the happi- 
ness of men, and for the inextin- 
guishable glory of the genius who 
raised it. 

But the empire of laws, even the 
most clear and precise, is unhappily 
subject to be contested ; their true 
sense is misinterpreted by the inte- 
rests which they injury by the bad 
faith which eludes them, and by the 
subtlety which perverts their spirit 
and intention. It is thus that civil 
laws have not always been able to 
preserve property from the scourge 
of the forms of litigation. It is eye* 
VOL, XV. 
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remarkable that its ravages are most 
prevalent among the richest and 
most populous nations : shall these 
forms then become a concealed 
mean of fixing limits to the progress 
of civilization ? These forms con- 
stitute an art, and that of a very dif- 
ficult nature, which has its combi- 
nations and its principles. They 
would become an abyss, in which 
the good order of society would be 
engulphed, if the judicial code had 
not assigned limits to this deplora- 
ble war of litigation. This part of 
the law is known under the name of 
the code of process ; and it is to be 
considered as the complement of 
the civil code, and the principal in- 
strument of its execution. 

Who knows not the outcries of 
tbi people against the old abuses of 
the forms of process ? — Who knows 
not in what way the French disco- 
vered their sense of it, when they 
could do so in the national assem- 
blies ? Who does not recollect the 
complaints which have filled their 
books, and resound in a thousand 
forms on their theatres ? — But chi- 
cane set at defiance all these useless 
clamours, and disorders increased 
from the want of a good law, or the 
forms of process. Thanks to the 
new judicial code, which has put a 
period to so many evils ! Hence- 
forward prosperity is placed under 
the" effective protection of legisla- 
tion ; this protection shall be pure, 
it shall no more be deceptive in its 
results ; and the expences of litiga- 
tion, limited within just bounds, 
shall cease to absorb the value of 
litigated property, and to ruin fa- 
milies, under the false pretexts of 
justice. 

Commerce has acquired such Im- 
portance in modern times, that a 
necessity has been felt for assigning 
to it separate laws. France enjoy- 
ed excellent laws on the subject of 
commerce, but time had pointed out 
imperfections in them : it was per- 
ceived, in particular, that they were 


insufficient with respect to failures 
and bankruptcies. The code which 
you have decreed, Messieurs, in 
your last session, has provided ef- 
fectually for the repression of an of- 
fence, become so common, by the 
audacity and bad faith of debtors, by 
the weakness of their victims, or ra- 
ther by the inefficacy of the laws. 
This code lias acquired such respect 
among neighbouring nations, that 
one day, perhaps, the eommerceof 
Europe will place itself under the 
salutary guidance of an uniform le- 
gislation. 

The code Napoleon, the judicial 
code, and the code of commerce, 
thus complete the system which re- 
gulates property ; but the wants of 
society require laws of a different 
order : — I speak of criminal laws. 
Among uncivilized nations these 
laws are simple, the sentence arbi- 
trary, and the punishment prompt ; 
they are stilj worse under despotic 
governments; but among nations 
constituted upon the obligations of 
individual liberty and the security 
of person, the criminal law' forms a 
very complicated problem, which 
has incessantly occupied the sagaci- 
ty of legislators, and of philosophers 
Among the innumerable questions 
which the discussion of this problem 
has given rise to, I shall only speak 
to you of the jury introduced 
into the code, which you will 
have to examine in the present ses- 
sion. j # 

The institution of a jury took ro 
rise amidst the simple manners of 
our ancestors. Feudal despotism ba- 
nished it from France , but it took re- 
fuge amongst a neighbouring people, 
where it acquired a great celebrity 
This people, after a long 

USE OF IT, H f AVE CONSIDERED* 
JURY AS THE EXCLUSIVE GUAR* 
DIAN OF INDIVIDUAL LIBERTT, 
AND EVEN OF POLITICAL FREE" 
dom ! They have experienced, that 
by cpnfiding, in criminal trials; the 
judgment of the fact to the con* 
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science of a jury, to a body, suffi- 
ciently numerous, of enlightened ci- 
tizens, rendered impartial by the 
right of recusation, independent on 
authority, and interested in the pu- 
rity of their functions by the percei- 
ved possibility of being, in their 
turn, placed at the bar, they have 
experienced, Isay, that a jury was 
a mode of investigating the truth, 
preferable to that of fixed judges, 
whose judgments are with difficulty 
excepted ; wno are often hardened 
by the exercise of their terrible func- 
tions, liable to inattention from fa- 
tigue, dependent on the authority 
which appoints them, and dependent 
still more upon certain professional 
maxims, and a certain jurisprudence 
de corps , apt at times to darken the 
understanding. 

Whether from the principle of 
imitation, or from conviction, the 
revolution was the signal for an uni- 
versal wish in favour of a jury, and 
this enthusiasm still displays itself, 
from the recollection of a body of 
judges, who, by their elevation, were 
too far separated from the people, 
and who, by imperious forms, gave 
to their judgments, in other respects 
impartial and enlightened, the dis- 
maying aspect of something absolute 
and arbitrary. 

The Constituent Assembly con- 
sented to the wishes of France, and 
a jury was established ; but forget- 
ful that the operations of an instru- 
ment so simple ought to be disen- 
gaged from every thing complicated, 
they attempted to improve the jury 
by forms which were alien to its es- 
sence. Instead of a precise decla- 
ration of Yes or No, upon the fact 
of the offence, and upon the culpa- 
bility of the accused, it was thought 
necessary to divide the principal 
question into a multitude of ques- 
tions derived from it, and to pene- 
trate into the conscience of the ju- 
rors, by the aid of a most difficult 
analysis, theleastsureand least effec- 
tual means of obtaining good results. 


Expose . 

Jury trial was in this situation in 
France, when the council of state 
proceeded to examine the means of 
its improvements. You know, Mes- 
sieurs, what share his Majesty has 
taken in an inquiry which so loudly 
called for the aid of his genius. In 
that council the faults ascribed to the 
jury were judged up«m,its errors were 
reckoned; and in appreciating them, 
a conviction was produced, that they 
originated in the imperfection of its 
institution, in the choice, frequent- 
ly imprudent, of jurors, and in the 
loss of their independence, at pe- 
riods when every thing was subject 
to the oppressive yoke of factions. 

The project of the criminal code 
which will be presented to you, re- 
stores the fine institution of a jury 
to all its purity : divested of the 
false supports with which indiscreet 
innovation had surrounded it, it will 
continue to protect the good, to pu- 
nish the guilty, to protect society 
from crime, and to preserve securi- 
ty for innocence. 

You will also have occasion to 
recognise, among the important 
changes which will be proposed to 
you, the suppression of the jury of 
accusation. Experience has shewn 
that it is useless, and even hurtful ; 
that it gives no real protection ; that 
it fetters the progress and the acti- 
vity ofjusticc inits pursuit of crimes; 
and you will be of opinion, that the 
system of accusation which is pro- 
posed to you is infinitely preferable. 

The government has not confined 
itself to preparing for the national 
blessing of the wisest laws ; it has 
also, since your last session, investi- 
gated the means of securing their 
execution. The judicial order call- 
ed for its particular attention ; it 
became necessary to conciliate its 
independence, and the fixed conti- 
nuance of its functions, with the 
precautions which were necessary to 
guard against the surprise of a first 
choice. The senatus consultum of 
the 1 6 th of Oct. 1S07, places the 
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judges under a previous trial of five 
years, a period sufficient for ascer- 
taining their capacity and integrity. 
A retreat has been prepared for 
judges, whom age or infirmities 
have disabled from sitting on the 
bench. Auditors have been ap- 
pointed in the courts of justice, se- 
lected from families devoted to the 
career of magistracy, anti placed by 
their fortunes in a suitable indepen- 
dence ; these young auditors, seated 
by the side of experience, will be- 
come, "in their turn, enlightened 
magistrates, and worthy of the pub- 
lic confidence. 

SCIENCE AND LITERATURE. 

Next to a religion, whose princi- 
ples and system of morality, derived 
from a divine origin, tend to render 
man better and more sociable, one 
of the most powerful means of arri- 
ving at the same end is, the propaga- 
tion of the sciences and literature, 
to which civilized nations are in- 
debted for their perfection — to 
which industry owes its most va- 
luable discoveries — the mind its 
most amiable and most noble en- 
joyments. 

What sovereign has ever been 
more deeply penetrated with this 
truth than the Emperor ? What 
monarch has taken a pleasure, like 
him, in surrounding himself with all 
the arts and all the sciences, in in- 
terrogating them separately, in ma- 
king himself acquainted with their 
state, and with the most certain 
means of producingcmulation among 
the learned and among artists, and 
of directing their efforts towards the 
most useful objects ? 

How interesting, Messieurs, were 
those sittings, at which the four 
classes of the illustrious body which 
does honour to France, advanced to 
the foot of the throne, to mingle 
their peaceful trophies with the no- 
ble trophies of victory ! I think 1 
still hear those deputies ol letters, 
of the sciences, of the arts, pay the 
eloquent tribute of their homage, 
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and, in the transports of a respectful 
gratitude, come under those honour- 
able engagements which they will 
perform ; lei us not doubt it, they 
and their successors. 

They have displayed before the 
eyes of his Majesty a vast and cu- 
rious tablet of human knowledge, 
and of the productions which have 
distinguished the twenty years which 
are running on. You have viewed 
these paintings ; you have seen with 
a satisfaction mixed with surprise, 
that during this period, in spite of 
the evils of civil discord, the physi- 
cal and mathematical sciences have 
made immense strides, and industry 
a great advance ; that the arts, and 
particularly painting, have shone 
among us with new lustre; that li- 
terature, ancient and modern, has 
been cultivated with success; and, 
in fine, that we have supported our 
character in all those departments 
ot knowledge, in which we have not 
acquired new titles to glory. 

To whom are we indebted, if it 
is not to the hero whose ascendancy 
has crushed all factions ; to the 
conqueror whose triumphs have en- 
riched us with so many chejs d'auvres; 
to the wise and eloquent general who 
took his sitting among the membeis 
of the institute, before he sat upon 
one of the first thrones in the world? 

Soon his august hand, which dis- 
tributes sceptres, will not disdain 
to place a crown on the head of the 
victors, in the solemnity of the dis- 
tribution of decennial prizes. 

In the month of November in the 
ensuing year, on the very day of 
the anniversary of the ISth Bru- 
maire, France shall witness this 
pompous festival, the return of 
which shall recal to the piesent and 
to future ages a memorable epoch, 
and the innumerable benefits of an 
immortal reign. What more pro- 
per to inflame genius ! What en- 
thusiasm ought to be excited among 
all classes, by the announcement of 
0 , ceremony more brilliapt than the 
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celebrated games of ancient Greece ! 
And|must not emulation excite pro- 
digies among us, when so many 
means are presented to it of run- 
ning the noble career of the sciences 
and arts * 

The Napoleon Museum has been 
enriched by many articles from 
Germany ; the monuments of the 
Villa Borghese were wanting to this 
immense assemblage of the chefs d* 
oeuvres o f antiquity; a liberal hand 
has made a purchase of them ; they 
are arriving, and are about to be of- 
fered to public admiration. 

The museum of natural history 
wiil soon present in the new gal- 
leries which are at this moment con- 
structing, the precious collections 
lately made by learned travellers. 
The Egyptian commission continues 
its labours ; every thing will be done, 
in order that, with regard to the 
arts and sciences, the result of an 
expedition so remarkable may be 
presented in the most complete man- 
ner. A volume of this work will 
soon appear. Other learned under- 
takings have been encouraged ; and 
throughout all France the public li- 
braries have been multiplied and 
augmented. 

INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The internal administration of 
France presents to the care of go- 
vernment an immense variety of 
objects, which cannot be entirely 
embraced without the most constant 
application. In the mean while the 
several parts of the great whole have 
been particularly attended to. To 
appreciate better the wants of the 
different departments of his empire, 
his Majesty pays successive visits to 
them every year. In these useful 
journies he deigns to collect around 
him the functionaries of the different 
departments of the state. He judges 
for himself of their capacity, and 
interrogates them on the abuses, 
and on their possible amelioration. 
The merchant, the artizan, and the 
agriculturist, express liberally their 


wishes. The Emperor views by him- 
self the interior of cities, the state 
of countries, establishments of every 
description, the manufactories, &c. 
His genius, which applies to every 
thing, directs him to discover all 
defects, and the means of correcting 
them. His Majesty has travelled, 
in the course of this year, the de- 
partments situated beyond the Alps, 
those of the south-west of France, 
and part of the states which lead to 
Erfurth. It was impossible for him 
to make a step in Europe without 
retracing some illustrious action on 
his memory. — In visiting Italy, he 
saw the first theatre of his glory. 
In Piedmont and Germany he has 
traversed the ever memorable fields 
of Marengo and Jena. Every where 
he saw usefuliustitutions and impor- 
tant works which entitled him to the 
blessings of the people, whose hearts 
were impressed with indelible grati- 
tude. The departments of ci-devant 
Piedmont, and of Liguria, confided 
to the government of a Prince born 
in Italy, and allied to the Imperial 
family, appears attached to France 
by bonds more strict than ever. 
Bourdeaux, already proud of having 
contained her Sovereign, looks proud 
again with a great number of public 
monuments. — Montauban, forgotten 
in the territorial division of the em- 
pire, must become the principal 
town of anew department. Bayonne, 
Toulouse, and Nantes, cannot re- 
collect the residence of his Majesty 
without the most lively transports; 
and Mentz, several times favoured 
with the presence of the Emperor, 
constantly displays the same joy. 
What happy results, gentlemen, 
must follow from such journeys. In 
consequenceof one of these journeys, 
Etruria, that ancient country of the 
arts, has been united to France, and 
associated under all the advantages 
of a protective and powerful govern- 
ment, which ought to fixjthe destiny 
of this unsettled and flourishing 
country. 
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A commission, tinder the name 
of junta, is charged to attend to the 
former administration of Tuscany, 
and to attend to their future' ma- 
nagement ; so that the country may 
be prepared to live under the govern- 
ment* prepared for it. 

The states of Parma and Placen- 
tia having become the department 
of Taro, cease to make an exception 
to the system of the administration 
of the state. The cities of Wesel 
and Flushing are re-united to the 
empire. 

These different acquisitions have 
the increase of territory less for their 
object than the advantages of a more 
powerful frontier, the interest of 
commerce, added to the possession 
of a great extension of shore, as well 
as of number of ports. 

PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

The insufficiency of the number 
of the ministers of the altar has at- 
tracted the attention of government. 
Six thousand nevv succursals have 
been placed at tfie charge of the 
public treasury.— -The number is 
now 30,000. United to 330,051 
curates, they will amply provide 
for the spiritual wants of the faithful 
of the catholic church. To favour 
the education ofthe persons destined 
to an ecclesiastical life, and to pre- 
pare for the pastors of the imperial 
churches successors who may imi- 
tate their zeal, and who equally 
merit the public confidence, 8000 
purses of 400 franks each, and 1600 
semi-purses, have been distributed 
amongst the seminaries of France, 
Thus the religious establishment is 
completed. The concordat lias esta- 
blished an unalterable place between 
the throne and the altar. The 
source of those contests, which were 
so dangerous when the existence of 
two distinct powers was supposed, 
is henceforth extinguished. The 
authority of the Sovereign is no 
longer interrupted in its action ; the 
independence of the state and of the 
church of France, is no longer 


menaced by foreign maxims. The 
concordat, that celebrated act of 
peace, has fixed for ever the respect 
and fidelity due towards the religion 
most generally established, and con • 
secrated the tolerance of every other 
form of worship ! 

In this respect the citizens km 
only to answer to their conscience , that 
inviolable asylum of human libertfl! 
The Napoleon code has restored to 
the civil laws the power of regulating 
and administering to the situation 
of all the members of society. Unde* 
it they contract their most important 
engagements; they enter into the 
body social by birth, the form, the, 
sacred obligation of marriage, asd 
are freed from it at the term of their 
exis fence. IV ith regard to these actif' 
the laws admit nothing beyond the can* 
ditions they prescribe , and nothing 
which belongs to the empire of religion* 
opinions; but the font s which different 
religions command may be fredf, 
performed . Thus the duty towards 
the law, and the exercise of the rights 
of conscience, are conciliated. Such 
is the situation of France, happily 
replaced under the mild laws ofthe 
gospel, under the doctrines of the 
church, and union with its visible 
chief. 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

If piivate morals were sufficient 
for man in the state of society, the 
precepts of religion, the lights of 
reason, example, his interest well 
understood, and the blessing of his 
cieation, which has formed his good, 
would render, perhaps, superfluous, 
those public institutions appointed 
for placing or maintaining him in 
the paths of virtue ; but collected 
in society, men have to perform so 
many duties, they are assailed by so 
many passions, enveloped in so many 
errors, they are called upon to em- 
ploy their intelligence in such va- 
rious ways, that in a situation so 
complicated their natural power* 
are no longer sufficient. Instruc- 
tion and education must aid their 
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weakness, give them a proper direc- 
tion; and become their guides in the 
paths of truth. Truth is one in its 
essence ; but the investigation of it is 
difficult . 1 he means of discovering 

it must also, in order to be effica- 
cious, derive their force from unity ; 
that is to say, they must be regu* 
lated by uniform principles. 

Instruction is destined to point 
out to man the good, and to mark 
that which is bad. It will triumph 
with so much the more certainty, 
that its powers are concentrated by 
the unity of its object and of its 
means. It is not only the instru- 
ment proper for perfecting reason, 
it is also the guarantee of social in- 
stitutions ; every country in which 
there shall be only one opinion upon 
the constitution, the government, 
and the laws, will be preserved from 
civil dissentions, or at least from 
that dangerous character which they 
are apt to contract. In order to 
secure such great advantages, the 
government, which watches over, 
and acts for the whole society, ought 
to direct and watch over the public 
instruction ; it ought to make civil 
education and religious instruction, 
though separate, advance hand in 
hand. Destined to lend each other 
mutual assistance, and to become 
rivals in success for the advantage 
of man, their double direction shall 
be independent. We shall hence- 
forth be no longer witnesses of their 
clashing interests, nor of their at- 
tempts to gain the ascendancy over 
each other ; on the contrary, an 
alliance will be formed between 
them, which has hitherto been in 
vain attempted, and which is to be 
regarded as the effect of the pro- 
found combinations, and that dis- 
tribution of means established by the 
constitutions of the university. 

Were it necessary to adduce ex- 
amples of the advantages to be de- 
rived from a system of education di- 
rected to one object, we might find 
them iu the ancient universities and 


the great literary incorporations; 
but we should see at the same lime 
how many disorders were occasioned 
by a want of sufficient authority on 
the part of the Sovereign in the 
direction of their studies; how 
often the public peace was endan- 
gered and interrupted, and how 
often also the citizens were misled 
and diverted from their exclusive 
duties towards the country, by opi- 
nions of a dangerous tendency, and 
a power exercised without law, and 
without moderation. 

The university shall have all the 
advantages resulting from unity of 
design, without partaking of any of 
the inconveniences of the old insti- 
tutions. Its care and authority will 
be extended to the lowest classes of 
instruction, and will accompany it 
in all its developements. its ope- 
ration will be simple, and the effect 
certain ; because in a single chief 
the grand master, the authority will 
be vested — a magistracy of the first 
importance, newly created, and 
from this moment so worthily filled 
by one of the principal functionaries 
°* empite. Fhe university 
will furnish professors in all the de- 
partments ; it will train them in the 
bosom of a regular and properly dis- 
ciplined school, to the difficult art 
of teaching.— It will open to them 
an honourable career, and secure 
to them a maintenance amid the dis- 
tresses and infirmities of age. 
short, the university, free^in the 
exercise of all the proper and lau- 
dable means of transmitting and ex- 
tending the sciences, wii? feel its 
dependence on the public authority 
only in cases where it might be mis- 
led, in exercising contrary to the 
public interest, and the good order 
of society. 

Some cities, however, still wished 
for the secondary schools, and their 
wishes have been complied 
Scarcely does their exist a town at 
this moment which does not possess 
means of instruction proportioned 
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to its circumstances. The schools 
for law justify every day the confi- 
dence that has been reposed in them. 

Eight new Lyceums have been 
established, and twelve hundred new 
scholars have been invited to parti- 
cipate of the advantages of gratui- 
tous education. Wherever the Em- 
peror has directed his steps, those 
happy asylums of youth have been 
honoured by his august presence. 
How much must the scholars have 
felt the value of so noble an encou- 
ragement; what a source of pleasing 
recollections must it afford them ! 
The institution of funds in every 
commune secures for ever the pros- 
perity of the Lyceums, destined to 
be the reward of labour and exer- 
tion. They present to the pupils of 
the secondary schools a powerful 
motive for emulation, and to the se- 
veral towns of the empire for the 
certainty of seeing their children 
reap the -frui ts of the sacrifices they 
have made. 

In enumerating the objects which 
relate to the sciences and arts, I 
must not omit the theatres, the in- 
fluence of which, on the minds and 
morals of the nation, if well direct- 
ed, may become so advantageous 
and extensive. In the capital, the 
suppression of several places of this 
description, formerly considered ne- 
cessary, has diminished a pernicious 
competition, and been the means of 
carrying to other quarters, formerly 
destitute of them, the sources of a 
useful amusement. 

More necessary with respect to 
their object, and more important 
in their means, the studies relative 
to medicine, to surgery, and phar- 
macy, have received new succours. 
Schools both for the theory and 
practice have opened in the hospi- 
tals in Angers, Caen, Marseilles, 
Nants, Bourdeaux, Rheims, and Di- 
jon. The officers of health and the 
midwives will there receive instruc- 
tion so much the more solid and cer- 
tain, as both the one and the other 


will find it necessary to practise their 
lessons in the service of the hos- 
pitals. 

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS, &C* 

I must now, gentlemen, enter in- 
to administrative details, which, 
though they apply to objects of lest 
magnitude, will not the less excite 
your attention, since they are very 
nearly connected with the welfare of 
society. The administration of *.% 
hospital first presents itself. An.Qtf 
act superintendence has been exer- 
cised over those asylums of great in- 
digence and old age. The resources 
have been employed with economy, 
and, thanks to the administrative 
commissioners of the hospitals, and 
the wisdom of government, these nfr 
sources have accrued from a capital 
of 3,000,582 livres produced by pub- 
lic donations. ( 

The attention of his Majesty ha- 
ving been long fixed on the services 
rendered to the indigent and sick by 
the sisters of charity , has manifested 
his satisfaction in a distinguished man- 
ner, by the august protection which 
he has been pleased to bestow on 
these congregations, by the re-estah- * 
lishment of their general chapter, * 
under the presidency of Madame I 
Merc, and by considerable conces- I 
sions which be has made to them. I 
The establishments ..for mineral 
waters which exist in the Pyrenees, 
have been placed under a new sys- 
tem of administration proper to im- 
prove and extend them. The same 
foresight which embraces all, has 
placed at the disposal of the minister 
of the interior a fund raised from 
each department for succouring the 
victims of hail storms, of fires, of 
earthquakes, and of inundations,of 
rivers or ravages of the sea. The 
town of Spa, several parts of the de- 
partment of the Po, Flushing, the 
departments of the Scheldt, the Dylfi 
and the two Nethcs, have more par- 
ticularly participated in these suc- 
cours, and the accents of their gra- 
titude have re-echoed to tbe throng* 
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Grand and important measures 
have been taken for the repression 
of mendicity. Each department shall 
have in its centre a depot, where 
the indigent will find an asylum, 
subsistence, and work: a paternal 
establishment, where beneficence 
will temper restraint with mildness, 
maintain discipline by affection, and 
encourage labour by awakening sen- 
timents of salutary shame. 

These institutions will speedily be 
carried into effect. As the rewards 
of its efforts, the government confi- 
dently hopes that France, in a few 
years, will present the solution of 
the problem, hitherto sought for in 
vain, the extinction of mendicity in 
a great state* The indigent who 
cannot be reclaimed to honest ha- 
bits, and who shall be found begging 
out of their departments, s|mll be 
confined in the central houses of de- 
tention, and treated according to 
the decree of the l6lh. of June last. 
The prisons also are improved ; re- 
pairs have been made in several de- 
partments, which render them more 
safe and more salubrious. But the 
government is far from considering 
these first ameliorations sufficient ; 
it is aware that the greater part of 
the prisons require a new creation. 
This is called for by compassion for 
the criminal persons detained in 
them, and by every sentiment of 
humanity and justice towards the 
innocent. 

PUBLIC works. 

Civil Buildings* — Other objects 
have required additional works. In 
the bosom of Paris large granaries 
for supplies of provision are raising 
on the cite of the arsenal ; and per- 
sons are occupied in preparing, for 
the commerce of wines, an immense 
dfpof, upon the Quay St# Barnard. 
The reconstruction of the cupola of 
the corn-hall is resolved on* Fpur 
market-places are- transferred into 
commodious and covered places, to 
procure a free circulation of air in 
Itreets formerly confined. The of- 

VOL. IV. 


forts of the government are not cod- 
fined to objects of utility and neces- 
sity; works for the embellishment 
of Paris, which will make it the first 
^ity in the world, are pursued with 
activity. The demolition of the 
houses of the bridge of St. Michael 
and adjoining streets, have been 
mostly executed. 1 will not detain 
you with the immense and continu- 
ed construction of the Louvre, nor of 
the Pillar of the Great Army erected 
upon La Palace Vendome, nor of 
the Temple of Glory, nor of the 
Triumphal Arch, of the Star, and 
the works of the Carrousal ; every 
one. of those works, carried on with 
the greatest celerity, strike every 
day your eye, and excite your ad- 
miration. The legislative body as- 
sociate themselves to these noble en- 
terprises ; your palace, gentlemen, 
will soon be one of the ornaments of 
the capital. More than forty new 
fountains will soon distribute their 
wholesome waters ; soon the canal 
of L’Oureq will occupy the interval 
which separates the bason of La 
Villelte from the old ditches of the 
Bastile, and supply, on the other 
side, the whole town with water. 

BUI DOES AND CA USKWAYS. 

The Quays of the. invalids, Napo- 
Jeon, and of the Louvre, promise, 
or possess already, regularity of 
prospect on the river, facilities of 
communication, and works to pre- 
vent inundation. The stone bridge 
of Jena is advancing. That which 
is to replace the wooden bridge of 
Sevres is undertaken. The restore? 
tion and augmentation of the bridge 
of St. Cloud will soon commence. 

In the departments this year was 
finished a wooden bridge on the 
Rhine at Kehl, which, constructed 
with boldness, jrpse rapidly. Tije 
public enjoy the bridge of Tilsit at 
Lyons, that of Rubion at Montele- 
mart, and of that at Auberive, be- 
tween Lyons and Valence. Besides 
the funds destined for the preserva- 
tion of the roads, already sensib^f 
V a 
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preserved by the use of broad wheels, 
particular funds and local contribu- 
tions provide for different improve- 
ments. 

The roads from Bayonne to Bour- 
deaux, and a part of that from Paris 
to Spain, offered some intervals of 
difficult passage. A sum of 800,000 
francs is destined for their repairs. 
The stupendous roads of Sampson 
and JVlont Cenis have received the 
best improvements. The pass of 
Mont Genevre receives a new im- 
portance by the decree of his Ma- 
jesty, who, by ordering the opening 
of comunication between Sezanne 
and Fenestrollc, between Ceva and 
Carcare, has formed the most strait 
road between the south of old France, 
and the ports of the gulph of Genoa. 
Within a few months, carriages will 
be able to pass from Savoneto Alex- 
andria. Several parts of this road 
display a grandeur worthy of the 
present age. 

By the end of next campaign an 
easy communication will be made 
between Savotie andGenoa,by a road 
almost without any declivity, ma- 
naged with so much industry, that 
it triumphed over obstacles consi- 
dered insurmountable. New difficul- 
ties will be overcome by his Majes- 
ty's engineers in the Appenines : his 
Majesty has given orders that those 
mountains shall be levelled in diffe- 
rent directions. In the departments 
of la Sarre aud Moselle, the road 
from Paris to Mentz is now making; 
1 ,400,000 francs were appropriated 
to this service. 

In the departments of the Scheldt, 
Gard, and Brtskins, the point of 
embarkation for Flushing will be 
joined by a causeway, which will 
pass over that fer'ile country, and 
facilitate the exportation of its a- 
bundant produce. The clearance 
of the ports of Commerce <5f Mar- 
seilles, of Cette, and of Honfleur, 
has been continued. The foundations 
of the sluice of Dieppe are advan- 
ced. The sluice of Ostend, and o- 
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ther works, useful as maritime works, 
and as drains for the country, make 
great progress. The digging of the 
bason of Antwerp will soon be fi- 
nished. Some parts of the quays are 
executed. The port3 of Aigue Mer* 
tes will be re-established by the 
funds voted by the general counsel 
of the department of Gard. His 
Majesty himself presided upon the 
spot aMhe formation of the plan, 
which has for its object to facilitate 
the entrance to th6 port of Bayonne. 
A great plan for draining marshes is 
preparing. 

The atmosphere at Rochefort is 
sensibly purified; the mortality i* 
lessened ; the streets of thetownare 
paved ; wholesome waters have been 
supplied ; and valuable lands have 
been preserved from inundation. 
The elevation of the Loire, the dyke 
of the Rhone, the Banks of the 
Rhine, are continual objects of care 
and expences. A certain number 
of sluices are now constructing, to 
guard against the rapid descent on 
several navigable rivers. 

A canal is digging at Troyes, and 
several works have begun to rai^e 
the navigation as high as the source* 
of the river. Plans are forming f«- 
the amelioration of the navigation ot 
the Tarn, of the Bays of Gers, for 
carrying the canal of FAdoui to the 
Gar rone, for the junction of the 
Seine to the Meuse by PAisnc and 
Le Bar, and for that of the Po to 
the Gulph of Genoa, by the Bormida. 
The canal of St. Quintin is expected 
with impatience by the merchants 
to complete the system of commu- 
nication by water trom Nantes and 
Havre with Antwerp. You will find 
it going on with activity in you; 
next session* 

The canal of the Saone, to the 
Rhine, which will join Marseille* 
with Amsterdam, judged worthy to 
bear the name of Napoleon, is con- 
tinued upon two points between 
Dule, Besancon, and between Mul- 
hausen and the Rhine. The canals 
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Noyth, vrbich mak^s but a sin- 
gle river with the Scheldt, the Meuse, 
and the Rhine, and will revive coun- 
ties now deprived of communica- 
tion, is in progress. 

By these means France will ac- 
quire the advantage of being inter- 
dicted in all directions by artificial 
qyers, which will join those, nature 
given her. Thus countries the 
ipAt remote will communicate by 
jjftvrgatton, and this great system of 
conveyance by^ water, which com- 
bines with the roads by land, will 
comprehend all the countries, all 
$e r produce, and all the objects of 
^ Commerce. 

The most activejcirculationof the 
manufactures will carry life from the 
pehtre of France to the extremities 
of the empire, and, by happy re-ac- 
ffpn, bring back the principles of ani- 
mation, abundance, and prosperity, 

THE ARTS. 

^mong the arts of industry which 
have made progress in the course of 
this year, wo must enumerate the ma- 
nufactory of tin. In two of our manu- 
factories they have attained a degree of 
perfection, no ways yielding to that of 
the English. A premium of encourage- 
ment has been given accordingly ; and 
another is also destined to ulterior ef- 
forts in the same branch. 

The mechanics, in their endeavours 
of simplifying their looms, and intro- 
ducing economy in their labours, have 
often also improved the quality of their 
stuffs. Those that are used in the 
weaving of cottons, have for several 
years, been much multiplied ; the spirit 
pf invention has brought them to per- 
fection. There is nothing now but what 
we can make, and very well. The 
weaving of the cotton has made as 
marked a progress as the spinning. 
These (wo kinds of industry are already 
adequate to the consumption of the em- 
pire, which is for ever liberated of the 
grievous taxation it ha9 hitherto beeu 
under to the Indian manufacturers, and 
tp their oppressors. The machines best 
calculated for the manufacture of cloths, 
aca already in wide circulation; they 
have lately been much encouraged by 
advances made to different manufactu- 
rers in the ^departments. 


The conservatory of arts and handi- 
craft is daily enriching by the requisition 
of new patterns, and is entitled to com- 
mendation for the information which 
the pupils receive, which frequent its 
school of drawing and descriptive geo- 
metry.— Reforms have been made in 
the school at Ghalons-sur-marnc. 

The consultation chambers of the 
^manufacturers are hastening to present 
useful view's, which will be taken ad- 
vantage of. The institution of arbitra- 
tors for the purpose of deciding yvith 
celerity variances that may arise be-, 
tween the workmen and their employers, 
render to industry services which have 
been set forth. Since your last session, 
gentlemen, several towns have demand- 
ed them, and there are already somo 
established at Nitncs, Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Avignon, Troies, Mulhausen, Sedan, 
and Thiers. 

COMMERCE. 

The political events have been unfa- 
vourable to commerce. It still was kept 
alive in the midst of the contentions 
that have deluged the continent in 
blood, because those nations that were 
involved in the war preferred their neu- 
trality — -that right deemed even in our 
times inviolable. But the English legis- 
lation, already misled by the ambition 
of universal monopoly, lias overthrown, 
the ancient barrier of the law of nations, 
and trampled their independence under 
foot, substituting in the room of them % 
new maritime code. — The ordinances 
of his Britannic Majesty have realised 
these innovations; that of the 11th. ot 
November, 1807, is particularly remark- 
able ; it pronounces by an universal 
blockade, the interdiction of all our 
ports, in subjecting the ships of neutral 
powers, friendly, and even allied to 
Great Britain, to the visitation of its 
cruizers, to be conducted to British 
port9, and there to be taxed by an 
arbitrary inquisition. 

The Emperor, obliged to oppose just 
reprisals to this strange legislation, gave 
out tfie decree of the 23d. of November, 
ordainiog the seizure and confiscation 
of the 9hips, which, after having touch- ■ 
ed in England, should enter the ports 
of France. From these measures, pro- 
voked by the British laws, the almost 
absolute cessation of the maritime re- 
lations, and many privations for the 
French merchants, manufacturers, and 
consumers, must have necessarily en- 
sued. We ali^koow with what resign*- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



$56 French Mxposf. (511 


tion these privations were endured ; we 
know that they are already become 
habitual, that they have awakened the 
genius of invention, and produced a 
thousand resources in substitution of 
the objec(6 wliicli we are in want of; 
we know, finally, that a great nation, 
essentially agricultural, can, by pos- 
sessing in abundance all articles of 
utility, easily forego those which only 
form certain luxuries or conveniencies 
of life, particularly when its indepen- 
dence and glory should be put at stake. 

These circumstances have favoured 
one of the greatest scourges of com- 
merce, smuggling. But it has been 
strongly repressed. The government is 
preparing new means against this foe 
to the public revenue, and national in- 
dustry; the gtcat emoluments it pro- 
cures excites the most ardent cupidity. 
Those, who ought not to be honoured 
with the appellation of merchants, lest 
wc should degrade commerce, are still 
devoting themselves to criminal pecu- 
lations: they think that they arc only 
braving the shame of an ordinary trans- 
gression, hut the public indignation 
and vengeance will overtake them, and 
teach them, that under circumstances 
where the nation employs for its de- 
fence in an unexampled war, the inter- 
diction of all commercial relations w ith 
the enemy, the violation of these dis- 
positions is an hostile declaration, a 
true alliance with this same enemy; 
that consequently every smuggler re- 
nounces the benefit of the municipal 
Jaws to be subjected solely to those of 
war, and that lie ought to dread the 
terrible and rapid application of those 
laws, which authorise the invasion of 
his fortune and personal castigation. 

The government, penetrated with the 
situation of the French commerce, lias 
strove to mitigate the evils, and to pro- 
vide for its wants. 

Abroad, a treaty with the kingdom 
of Italy, secures to France all the ad- 
vantages wh.ch are compatible with 
reciprocal justice. In the interior, va- 
rious sums, which have been advanced 
to manufacturers and proprietors of 
produce which public events had accu- 
mulated or cramped in their stores. 

The caisse d’amortisseinent has in- 
terfered in thp outfit tings of ad ventures. 

A law has limited the hounds of the 
interest on money; offices established 
at Lyon6 and at Rouen arc prolusiyc to 
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a grand system of facility io the circula- 
tion of the numerary and merchandize. 

The exchange and the commercial 
tribunal of Paris see rising for their 
accommodation a stately palace, on the 
scite of the nunnery of St. Thomas. 

Conformably to the new code, an 
organization of the tribunals of com- 
merce of the empire is preparing. The 
prefects, the courts of appeal, have 
been consulted on the most eligible 
sciies for these tribunals, as well as on 
the subject of their number, the judges, 
and their surrogates. A general project 
has been submitted to the discussion of 
the council of slate, and to the sanction 
of his Majesty. 

aGR tCCLTt 7 kf. 

The prefects, the courts of appeal, 
and of the members of the general 
councils ol department formed in com- 
mission, are also called* upon to give 
their advice on a project of the greatest 
uiility, that of a rural code, so impor- 
tant to t he prosperity of of agriculture, 
and so closely interwoven with national 
prosperity. 

In the mean time, one of the princi- 
pal improvements of which agriculture 
ii> capable, is daily effected by the re- 
organization of our repositories for the 
breed of horses. Eight new repositories 
of stallions have been formed this year. 
Premiums held out to the owners of tlie 
best horses brought to the fairs, rewards 
decretd at the departmental races, are 
so many additional means of favouring 
the production of the most eligible 
species ol this animal. 

Two new 6heep farms have been in- 
troduced. Six hundred Merinos, of the 
best breed, have been ordered from 
Spain, and they are already arrived in 
France, notwi* hstanding the variety of 
obstacles that have occurred on their 
passage. They will be divided in two 
new establishments, as yet in embryo. 
The multiplication of the flocks in- 
creases rapidly, and we ipnv consider 
the happy revolution introduced in this 
branch as completed. 

May it one day be so also with the 
culture of cotton. In spite of the con- 
tranches of a hardy spring, and a tole- 
rable cold aurumn, the attempts made 
still give room to hope lor ultimate suc- 
cess. VVe are justified to augur well 
also ol the attempts made on the sub- 
ject of the syrups of the grape. Ihe 
rich culture of tobacco is duly cxtcutl'' 
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fag; that which is gathered in the vici- 
nity of St. Malo, equals in quality those 
of America. France will one day, to 
judge by appearances) not only supply 
its own wants with that production, 
but also export it to her neighbours, 

THE PUBLIC TREASURE AND FINANCES. 

Regularity, and a judicious adminis- 
tration, prevail in every department of 
the public treasury. The national ac- 
counts are reduced to a system the 
most scientific and luminous; it differs 
Only from the mode adopted by the 
most intelligent merchants, in the ex- 
tent and necessary complication of the 
transactions of government. 

The finances have been gradually 
brought by the Emperor from a state 
of dilapidation and confusion, to a state 
of order and prosperity unknown in the 
governments the best administered. It 
is a trophy raised by vigorous exertion, 
by combinations the most judicious, 
and by a perseverance which has unra- 
velled the most intricate details, and 
surmounted incredible difficulties. The 
nation enjoys the benefits which result 
frpm this new sort of conquest. Since 
France has generously consented to the 
adoption of indirect taxation, the fi- 
nances have really been consolidated, 
and the utmost facility of carrying on 
the functions of every department of 
the public service. 

The finances in modern times may 
be considered as the security of states, 
and the measure of their stability. If 
they furnish government only with ina- 
dequate, precarious, or oppressive re- 
sources, its energies become paralyzed, 
individuals insolvent, and if war, or 
any other calamity, should visit a na- 
tion under these circumstances, it must 
subset ibe to its own dishonour, or be 
involved in irretrievable ruin. 

The finances of a state are not essen- 
tially and efficiently good until they be- 
come independent of circumstances — 
until they enn he maintained indepen- 
dently of the ruinous expedient of re- 
porting to loans and excessive contribu- 
tions — until, in fine, they are so con- 
nected and identified with national 
prosperity, that they constitute a direct 
emanation from it ; then only cau they 
be deemed solid, efficient, permanent, 
and essentially national, and particu- 
larly, if they have received an organi- 
sation sufficiently simple; so that in an 
(extraordinary emergency, all the pro- 
perty, and all the individuals may be 


called upon, promptly to furnish their 
respective quotas in advance. / 

The endeavours of his Majesty have 
been incessantly directed to the attain* 
ment of this desirable object, and they 
have been crowned by the most com- 
plete success, and the finances are cal- 
culated in future to meet with equal 
effect the exigencies of war and of peace. 

In a period of peace, 600 millions 
will be sufficient to defray the public 
expences, and will leave a large surplus 
for national improvements. The re- 
ceipts which amouut at the present 
moment to 800 millions, will, accord- 
ing to this arrangement, be reduced one 
fourth. 

In time of war, it is not in the con- 
templation of his Imperial Majesty to 
resort to the illusory expedients of im- 
posing taxes of a novel description, or 
to hold out temptation to raise new 
supplies. The contributions on the re* 
currence of war will be brought back 
to the war standard — i. e. 800 millions, 
and even then raised only by 100 or 150 
millions at a time, in case of need; and 
this will be done by a simple scale, or 
table of propositions, which will enable 
every citizen to judge of the sharq be 
has in the good or bad fortune of the 
state. 

Observe, Gentlemen, that this sim- 
plicity has no affinity or connexion with 
that so considerately extolled as the 
result of a single direct contribution ; it 
is, on the contrary, founded on a con- 
viction that taxes ought to he laid on 
various objects, that our laws of finance 
include all the taxes which it was expe- 
dient to establish, and that all that is 
just and reasonable has been effected. 

It remains only to limit to the survey 
or register, without which the uuiform 
progress of the scale of increase or di- 
minution would be deficient, in propor- 
tion, and would continue to affect the 
proprietors of the funds actually sur- 
charged ; the making up of this register, 
which ought to efface so much inequa- 
lity, to repair so much involuntary and 
inevitable injustice, is pursued with s o 
much constancy, that those who disbe- 
lieved the practicability of this immense 
work, no longer doubt of its speedy 
execution. I must not here omit, Gen- 
tlemen, the creation of the. court of 
acounts, to the establishment of which 
you co-operated in your last session.— 
We wanted a new institution, powerful 
iu its unity, present to all the deposita- 
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riek of the public property, by the ra- 
pidity of its action embracing all the 
responsibility of inferior accountants 
connected with the public income and 
expenditure. This court ought, by the 
distribution of its duties, and the num- 
ber of its members, to be adequate to 
all the occasions, and responsible for 
all the labours that may be entrusted 
to it. The principles on which this 
establishment rests, the choice of its 
tacinbcrs, the consideration in which 
they are held, every thing guarantees 
the success the government has pro- 
mised itself, that of a salutary controul 
over the several accountants. 

administration op the war 

DEPARTMENT. 

. The same principles of order, and 
the same views for the acceleration of 
the service, have influenced the general 
direction of the commissariat, whose 
first essays justify the expectation that 
bad been formed. This administration 
reuders the supplies of the army inde- 
pendent of contractors, who have so 
frequently done injury, at the same 
time that it secures the advantage of 
an economy, very sensible to the pub- 
lic binds. 

MARINE. 

Though during the present campaign 
the government has limited its maritime 
operations, still a squadron armed at 
Toulon, as if by enchantment, and 
conducted with skill, has been able to 
defeat, by able manoeuvres, the com- 
binations of the enemy, by conveying 
to Corfu two years supplies of men, 
artillery, provisions, and ammunition. 
After having thus rendered useless the 
expedition with which that barrier of 
the Adriatic was threatened, the fleet 
of Admiral Gantheume returned safe 
through all the difficulties of a boiste- 
rous navigation, and all the dangers of 
continued tempests. The colonies have 
in like manner been successfully sup- 
plied with provisions, by squadrons of 
frigates and corvettes, which, while 
they fulfilled that important object, 
had, like the squadron that went to 
Corfu, the advantage of making prizes 
of a great number ot the enemy's ships, 
richly laden. In India, prizes to the 
value of 15 millions have been the 
result of the cruizes of our frigates, one 
of which only surrendered, and that 
after a glorious contest against a supe- 
tior force.* 

* Out readers will recollect, that the 


Our cruizers in all parts of the world, 
and above all in the seas of India and 
Guadaloupe, have proved themselves 
formidable to the enemy. But it is not 
so much with a view to what it has 
done, but to what it may do with time, 
that our marine ought to be considered. 
Ten ships of the line, constructed in 
the docks of Antwerp, and fitted for 
sea many months since, are awaiting 
their destination. The flotilla of Bou- 
logne, kept up and equipped, is still in 
readiness to undertake the operations 
for which it was originally created.— , 
Twelve ships of the line and as many 
frigates have been launched within the 
year, and twenty-five more, and as 
ninny frigates, on the stocks, attest the 
activity of our dock yards. Our ports 
are preserved in perfect order, and the 
creation of that of Cherbourg is so far 
advanced, that us bason may be expec- ' 
ted to be in a state to contain squadrons 
before the lapse of two campaigns. 

Spczzia is about to become a second 
Toulon. The union of almost all the 
coasts of the Mediterranean to France 
secures to our arsenals, and our ships, 
abundant supplies of provisions, stores 
and men. Venice, Ancona, Naples, 
and all the means of Holland and Italy, 
arc in motion. 

TH E PRESENT' WAR. 

At the epoch of your last sitting, 
gentlemen, every thing combined to 
deliver Europe from its long agita- 
tions, but England, the enemy of 
the world, still repeated the cry of , 
perpetual war, and war continues. 
What then is the object, what will 
be the issue ? The object of this 
war is the slavery of the world, by 
the exclusive possession of the seas. 
There is no doubt, that by subscri- 
bing treaties of bondage, disguised 
under the holy name of peace, na- 
tions may obtain repose; but this 
shameful repose would be death. In 
this alternative the choice between 
submission and resistance could not 
be long doubtful. > 

The war which England has pro- 
voked, which she continues with so 

affair here alluded to, is the capture of 
the Piedmonteise French frigate, m ' 
which the superiority of force was m 
direct opposition to the statement if* 
the French orator. 
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much pride and obstinacy, is the 
termination of the ambitious system 
which she has cherished during two 
centuries. Mixing in the politics of 
the continent, she has succeeded in 
holding Europe in a perpetual agi- 
tation, and in exciting against France 
all the envious and jealous passions. 
It was her wish to humble or destroy 
France, by keeping the people of the 
continent constantly under arms ; 
but thus detaching the maritime 
powers^ she had the art to profit 
iroin the divisions she fomented a- 
mong neighbours, in order to for- 
ward her distant conquests. 

In this manner has she extended 
her colonies, and augmented her na- 
val power; and, by the aid of that 
power, she hopes henceforth to en- 
joy her usurpation, and to arrogate 
to herself the exclusive possession of 
the seas. 

But until these latter times, she 
paid at least some respect to the 
laws of nations : she seemed to re- 
spect the rights of her allies, and 
even, by some returns towards peace, 
allowed her enemies to breathe. 

This conduct is, however, no 
longer suitable to the developement 
of a system which she can no far- 
ther dissemble. All who do not pro- 
mote her interests are her enemies. 
The abandonment of her alliance is 
a cause of war; neutrality is a re- 
volt; and all the nations that resist 
her yoke, are made subject to her 
cruel ravages. 

It is impossible to foresee what 
might have been the consequence of 
so much audacity, had not fortune, 
on our parr, raised up a man of a 
superior order, destined to repel the 
evils with which England threatens 
the world. 

He had always to combat the al- 
lies of that power on the continent, 
and to conquer the rising enemies 
sjie succeeded in creating. Always 
attacked, always threatened, he found 
it necesssary to regulate his policy 
by That state of things, and felt that 


to allay the contest it was necessary 
to augment our forces, and weakea 
those of our enemies. 

The Emperor, alway pacific, but 
always armed by necessity, was not 
ambitious of aggrandizing the em- 
pire. Prudence always directed hit 
views. It became necessary for him 
to relieve our ancient frontiers from 
the too near danger of sudden at* 
tacks, and to found their security 
on limits fortified by nature: finally,, 
it became necessary so to separate 
France, by alliances, from her ri- 
vals, that even the sight of an ene- 
my’s standard never could alarm the 
territory of the empire. 

England, defeated in the disputes- 
slie so often renewed, profited, how- 
ever, of them to increase her wealth, 
by the universal monopoly of com- 
merce. 

She had impoveiished her allies 
by wars, in which they fought 
only for her interests. Abandoned 
at the moment in which their arnia 
ceased to serve those interests, their 
fate became the more indifferent to 
her, as she preserved some commer- 
cial' relations with them, even while 
she continued the war with France. 

Even France herself left to the 
English the hope of a shameful sub- 
jugation to the want of certain ob- 
jects, the privation of which they 
believe our generous population 
could not support. They thought 
that if they could not enter our ter- 
ritory of the empire by their arms, 
they might penetrate its heart by a 
commerce now become its most 
dangerous enemy, and the admis- 
sion of which would have exhausted 
its most valuable resources. 

The genius and the prudence of 
the Emperor have not overlooked 
this danger. Involved in the diffi- 
culties of the continental war, he 
ceased not, however, to repel from 
his states the monopoly of English 
commerce. He has since conipleat^d 
the measures ot an effectual resis- 
tance. ' 
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No one can now be deceived on destiny? To the ^contemner of all 
this subject; since the English have moral obligations — to the enemies of 
declared this new kind of war, all the your religion ; to those who, viola- 
ports of the continent are blocku- ting their promises, have elevatedon 
ded,the ocean is interdicted t»> every your territory a monument of their 
neutral ship which will not pay to impudence, an affront, the impunity 
the British treasury, a tribute which of which for above a century would 
is meant to be imposed on the whole bear testimony against your courage, 
population of the globe. if the weakness of your government 

To this law of slavery other na- bad not been alone to blame. You 
tions have replied by measures of ally yourself with the English, who 
reprisal, and by wishes for the an- have so often wounded your pride 
nihilation of such tyranny. and your independence, who have 

The English nation has separated so long ravished from you by open 
itself from every other nation. Eng- violence, and even in time of peace, 
land is fixed in this situation. All the commerce of your colonies— 
her social relations with the conti- who, in order to iutimate to you 
nent are suspended. She is smitten their prohibition of your neutrality, 
by the excommunication which she caused their decrees to be preceded 
has herself provoked. by the plunder of your treasure, and 

The war will henceforth consist the massacre of your navigators; 
in repelling from all points the En- who, in fine, have covered Europe 
glish commerce, and in employing with proofs of their contempt for 
all the means calculated to promote their allies, and for the deceitful 
that end. promises they had made to them. 

France has energetically concur- You have without doubt recovered 
red in the exclusion of the monopoly from your error. You will then groan 
of commerce; she has resigned her- for the new perfidies that are reser- 
sclfto privations which long habits ved for you. But how much blood, 
must have rendered more painful, and what a quantity of wars will 
Some branches of her agriculture flow before this tardy return to your 
and her industry have suffered, and senses. The English hitherto, ab- 
still suffer, hut the prosperity of the sent from all great conflicts, try a 
great body of the nation is not affect- new fortune on the continent. They 
ed : she is familiarized with that ungarrison their island, and leave it 
transitory state, the hardships of almost without defence in the pre- 
which she beholds without fear. The sence of an enterprising and valiant 
allies of France, and the United King, who commands a French army, 
States, sacrifice, like her, and with and who has already snatched from 
a resolution equally generous, their them the strong position of the island 
private conveniencies. England was of Capri. What then will be the 
on the eve of the moment when her fruit of their efforts ? Can they hope 
exclusion from the continent was a- to he able to exclude the French 
bout to he consummated ; hut she from Spain and Portugal? Can the 
availed herself of the last circum- success be doubtful ? The Emperor 
stance to spread the genius of evil himself will command his invincible 
over Spain, and to excite in that legions. — What a presage does the 
unhappy country all the rage of fu- heroic army of Portugal offer to us, 
rious passions. She has sought for which, stiuggling against double it* 
alliances even in the support of the force, has been able to raise trophies 
inquisition, and even in the most of victory on the very land where it 
barbarous prejudices. Unhappy peo- fought to such disadvantage, and to 
pie, to whom do you confide your dictate the condition* of a glorious 
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Iri ' pTe}farlttj$ for a nfcw, 
ijfrti^gfc against our told -enemy; thfc 1 
Erfiperbr has* ‘done ttll tha^t wits 
Asiary for the maintenance of fwace' 
<Jn the Continent.* ’He mbit 'reckon 
tfpttn it without dotfbt, iti&snibt^h a^. 
Austria, the only power Which ^dld 
disturb it', has giveh fhh stVongeR' 
/s6untnce$ of her dispoSitloh, in re* 
trttWng 'ht>f ambassador froth* Lon- 
tfon, ffhd desiring from alt political 
dommiihicatioliVith Ehgldnd. 
’‘StifrA^istri^Wad recently made 
•armaments, b , uft , 'tht*y fiok ‘place 
eeWainly without' any hostile ill ten* 
tjon. Prudence ’ Ahverthelbss diqt&y 
* teif enCrgfc ti^rfi feVis u res of p recau 1 1 o n . 
The armies of Germany and Italy* 
aff^stfeugtlrendu by levies ofthe ntew 
ddtWcliptfoh^ Phe troops of the Con- : 
f^detetioh of theRfone are Complete,, 1 
tfeil organized, afid 7 disciplined!. 

One huHdred thodsifnd of the 
grand ai'my leaVe (He PhiSsirfn states’ 
it/ OCCOjf>y the C4fnp ; at Boulonge, 
awhile Den mark hencefor th safvftodli 
any Engfr^rnvasfon,"Ts eracuated 
by our troopv Alficb ire concen- 
trated and cdrtTtXftttng themselves. 
Before the'fcrifPirff -January : the bat- 
witfttfrijfwrf to Spain 4vill be 1 
repftfccd f <B/ thb BAtiks- of the Elbe 
and the Rhine-. 7 ' 1 '• ,: 

Tbose which quelled Italy last year 
return to their former tiestrnatftm. 
•^foh} 3 Rfb»ttteWfs, is the external 
tfforaflbn bf France. ■ *<< ' * ■ 
fh fhbintenoT, the greatest ottfer 1 
ill all parts of thi administration, 
iinportenrametoSrhtfcnS, and a great’ 
0 umber of new msthuvrons, have ex* 1 
dited thegratitdde of the people. 

" - Thfe i Ci^hfrbn of titles of nobi/ 
Jfty bate encoded thfc throne with’ 
amew dplendor; This system created 
ih 411 hearts a laitiiabte emufatidhi 
R^rpetu4te4- the recollectitwiof'lhb 
pifOSt* Hf estribpS 'sdrVices 'pa4tf by thrfc 
b6idwHibfe‘re ! #tfi*d. ' 1 

dfotfygwfthwi* 
dfefttoelve* Wytbw/pfttfidtfcttHhl* 
tff fh*rf r Wtartm*Ht! tty-iWehi mi» 

ttf 
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ihe ministers of the attar, wboJra* 
hour religion by A devotion so^pitai 
and virtue* So disinterested !\ »• 

The magistrates of all classed 
everywhere aid* and without theil* 
efforts, the views of (he Sovereign 
and 1 the people by their seal fecilW 
tate the operation cif their authority, 
and by the manifestation of the most 
affecting sentiments, exalt the cou- 
rage and ardour of rhe troops* ■ >' 
•Soldiers, biagist rates,* citisens, all 
have but one- object, the serVicd of 
the state? but One sentiment, that of 
admiration ofthe Sovereign ; but oivd 
desire, that of seeing heaven Watch 
over his days, too just a reoorapenc^ 
for -a Monarch who has no othei* 
thought, my wther ambition, than 
those ’of the happiness and the glory 
of the Freneh nutfom - ‘i 

The orator descended from tbe 
tribtineamidst the applauses of the 
assembly/ . . . * . 

The PrtsidtnK -^Monsieur the- 
minister offHertiforio^ and genii?* 
men coomelic/rS of state— ‘ 

You have painted the true great* 
ness of the Prince, in retracing ell 
rile good he has done. The annual 
pictures of his internal admimstr** 
tkm will one day be the finest mont^ 
hieiits of his reign. Unhappy the 
Sovereign who is great only at the 
head of his armies ; happy the one 
who knows how to govern as well a* 
(0 conquer, who occupies himself 
incessantly with useful woiks, in or- 
der ft/ rest himself from the fatigue* 
of war/ and whose provident hand 
Sows in tbe midst df so many ravage** 
the fruitful seeds of public felicity* 
Grid man has fulfil led these two great 
destinies. He his subdued powerful 
States; hebas traversed Europe, aa 
a Conquerdr under triumphal arches, 
erected to bit glory, from the hounds 
df Italy to' tho farthest extremities 
of Pfctfamd* 1 It was enough for tha 
heyos/ but wot enough for 
the first of Kings. In the fields of 
Mfereagd- 4nd of- Jena, that indefa- 
i%ail^ubids»»cditwicd the bappe* 
x x 
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ne* - of nitrons. AH the ideas of 
pnblicorder— these safe counsels 
which protect societies and empires* 
have always accompanied bun in 
his Warlike tent. It was he that re- 
opened the temples of desolated re* 
iigion, and who saved morality and 
the laws from a ruin which was al- 
most inevitable, in one word, ho, 
has founded more than others had 
destroyed! — Behold that , which rp-. 
Commends his memory to eternity. 

In the midst of the most magnifi 
Cent of our squares, a eplumn wor- 
thy of the age of the Autoninos or 
the T raj a ns, hasbeen elevated in 
opposition to the voipo of the hero, 
that is above such things* Our ex- 
ploits will be engraven on the glori- 
ous bronzes with which it is to bp 
covered. Victory erect on this, 
triumphal Column will point to Italy 
twice* subdued, to Vienna, to Ber- 
lin, and Warsaw, opening their gates; 
sUr standard* float rug on the Pyra- 
mids,/ the Po, the Danube, the 
Rhine, the Spree, the Vistula, stoop- 
ing beneath our laws.— Frenchmen 
trill stop with pride at the foot of 
Ibis monument*,. The day is per- 
haps not far distant, when we may 
he able, to erect to the pacification 
of Europe, a monument still more 
worthy of him. Let all the arts de- 
corate him with the emblems of agrk 
culture and industry ; let the ima- 
ges of peace and abundance preside 
above; there be represented . with 
them, not cities destroyed, but cities 
rebuilt — not captive rivers* but ri- 
sers mixing their streams far the 
benefit of commerce— not field* of 
slaughter, but fields fertile-~not the 
war which shatters thrones, but the 
wisdom which re-establishes them* 
Let them engrave on it,, in fine, 
as a substitute for all other, iwcrifH 
lions these memorable words 1 14 I 

have felt that t* order to be fo&py it 
was neeossery for me first to fa atsvr* 
ed of the happwtss of 
This triunxphat.arch of a newde- 
ferifdioCiWiUncm;^ bsWdj wi^tr 


out emotions of respect and love. 
It is there that every heart will send 
forth, with effort, the most exalted 
eulogy of that great man who hai 
been the author of so much good. 
We cannot render him our homage 
in a better mode than by putting up 
vows, that his talents as a warrior 
may soon become useless. Securs 
is he of finding within himself other 
sources of greatness. Let us not 
doubt it. Thanks to all that he shall 
undertake for the happiness of the 
nation. His renown as a conqueror 
will henceforth be but the most fee- 
ble part of his glory. 

The assembly renewed its ap- 
plauses. 

The legislative bodies gave a for- 
mal deed of acknowledgement to the 
orators of the Expose, which they 
had presented in the name of his 
Majesty, which they ordered to be 
entered on the journals, and also to 
be printed and distributed to each of 
the members. 


SPAIN, 



PROCLAMATION 
ISSUED BY THE SUPREME JUNfA 
OF SPAIN, TO THE SPANISH 
N ATION, 

Spaniards ! 

The supreme junta of government, 
the depositary of the supreme au- 
thority, has devoted the first mo- 
ments which succeeded its forma- 
tion, to the urgent measures which 
its institution, and the circumstan- 
ces of the time, prescribe. But 
from the first instant of its installa- 
tion, it has believed that one of iti 
obligations is to address itself to you, 
with the dignity which becomes a 
great and generous nation, in order 
to inform you of your situation, 
and establish in a frank and noble 
manner those relations of reciprocal 
confidence which are the bases of 
every just and ptudent administra- 
tion. Without these, neither tk* 
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government can fulfil the high duty resistance would be made, and 
imposed upon it, nor the governed spread themselves from East to Sputh, 
attain the objects desired* to extend their dominion, and enjoy 

* A tyranny of 20 years, exercised the fruits ofiheir perfidy* ^ool*! 
by the pnfiuest hands ever known, they, were not aware that they were 
had placed our country on the brink ipsulting and outraging a people 
of perdition* The oppressor of Eu- most jealous of their honour, and 
rope saw that the time was arrived that they rushed on inevitable per- 
for carrying into execution the plot dUiovu 

be had long been forming, and ad- The irritated provinces of Spain 
ding the. richest and most brilliant rose against the oppressors suddenly, 
wreath to the Moody crown. Every bjut with solemnity, and swore 40 
thing appeared to Batter his hopes, perish rather than sustain so ignon^i- 
, The nation was alienated from its gp- nious a tyranny. Europe, in astp- 
vernment by hatred or contempt-*— nishmeut, was informed at the satpe 
the royal family was divided— the instant of the offence and the cW- 
beloved heir to the crown accused, , tisement ; and a nation which but a 
Calumniated, and, if possible, de-, short time before had scarcely the 
graded; the public force dispersed . semblance f of power, became at once 
and disorganized ; the resources ex- the object of the interest and adifti- 
r hausted; the French troops were , ration of the universe. . 
introduced ;hito the kingdom, apd f Our situation was unexampled. |n 
had already seiaed the strong places „ our history, unforeseen by our la\ys, 
of the frontier ; finally, 60,000 men and, as it w^rc, opposed to our ha* 

; were ready to, enter the capital, in bits. It was necessary to give a di- 
sorder from thence to give law to the rection to the public,, force, cprrqs- 
kiagdpro. ponding with the will and the. sacri- 

was this critical moment th§t, , Jfices of the people; and this qecep- 
suddenly awaking from the $)umbpr sity created the juntas in the provin- 
in which ypu lay, you precipitated ces, which , collected in themselves 
.the.] fav*>uiite from the height of the whole authority of the nation, in 
power "be had usurped, aqd placed order to expel the public enemy 
*,pn the throne the prince you jxfoji- t -and maintain the peace of the inte- 
.^pd* AP eci of fraud the mostabp- fior, Wfiat their energy has been— 

1 mipable which the records of human how they have discharged the trust 
I perversity*; bear, deprived ypp r of imposed. upon them; by thepeople— 
~y our ni os t innocent King; and the and what gratitude the nation owes 
aggression of Bonaparte and tyranny them, let the 1 fields declare which 
of the /French yrpre announced to . have been cohered with the bodies 
Spain by the cannonade of the 2d ,pf Frenchmen, the military spoils pf 
- of , May on Madrid, and by the the invader, which serve tp deck 
.Mood apd slaughter of its innocent our temples §ts trophies ; .-the lives 
and ; brave inhabitants — a horrible _ and independence of the greater 
but fit presage of the fate Napoleon part of the national magistrates 
was preparing for you. which have been preserved, and the 

From' that memorable day,, when applauses of so many thousands of 
t Hie supreme authority was sold to individuals who owe to them their 
Hie enemy which our deceived mo- liberty and their vengeance. 

. ®asch had left at the head of the go- But t as soon as the capital was de- 
vernment— when the other autbori- ljyered from ;the enemy, and tfte 
ties. were oppressed, and the seat of communication between the prpyip- 
the empire occupied by the. foe, » ces was re-established, it was nec^s* 
Hie French believed that no further vary to unite the public authority 

Digitized by Google 



. into one centre, \v)iich had been di- 
vided into as many parts as there 
were provincial juntas, whence the 
strength and activity of the nation 
could be called into exercise. This 
was the decision of the public voice, 
and this was the measure adopted by 
the provinces. Their respective 
juntas nominated deputies, who 
concurred in forming the centre of 
authority; and in less time jhan 
had been in French Machiavelism to 
destroy our ancient government, a 
new and much more formidable ad- 
ministration was seen in the cen- 
tral junta which is now addressing 
you. 

The concurrence in the national 
will, which wrought this good — the 
universal freedom from selfish mo- 
tives which induced the provinces 
to entrust their authority and power 
to other hands j this has been, Spa^ 
niards, your greatest action, this 
your best victory. The present age 
which beholds you, and posterity, 
to whom you will serve lor study 
and admiration, will find in this act 
the most convincing proof of your 
virtue ar.d prudence. The enemies 
of Spain had already designated the 
moment of your ruin; they already 
saw the divisions which would be 
formed by the convulsions of civil 
discord — they already triumphed, 
believing the provinces would be 
disunited by ambition, and that 
some pretending to superiority over 
the rest, would apply to them for 
protection and aid : Hut, lo ! a cen- 
tral power has been formed before 
their eyes, and peacefully acknow- 
ledged by all ; the ear of the state 
runs upon one axle-tree, and vehe- 
mently and powerfully forces its 
way, crushing all the pretensions 
and all tjie hopes of their iniquity. 

The junta being established, its 
attention was at once turned to the 
discharge of its duties, IV drive the 
fttiemy beyond the Pyrenuees, and 
frompel him to deliver op the august 
j^rsonof our august King, and those 


of hif brother and uncle, recogni- 
zing at the same time our liberty 
and independence, w-as the first duty 
which the junta conceived the na- 
tion had imposed upon it. Much 
of this it found already effected, al 
the period of its establishment ; the , 
public enthusiasm was kindled; ar- 
mies were formed, composed almost L 
wholly of frc$h troops; important* 
victories were gained ; the enemy k 
was driven to the frontiers ; the opi- 
nion in favour of his military skill r 
destroyed, and the laurels which a- ‘ 
domed those conquerors of Europe, 
transferred to the brows of our war- 
riors. ' * 1 , 

This had already been done, and 
was what might be expected from 
the impulse of the first moment ; 
but having effected all that could he 
produced by impetuosity and valour, 1 
it is necessary to avail ourselves of I 
the means prescribed by prud< nCe . 
and Constancy ; for ‘what we have 
yet to attain, Spaniards, we must 
repeat it again and again, is an ar- 
duous undertaking, and ought to 
call into exercise all your enthusi- 
asm and all your virtue. 

You will ’ he convinced of this 
when you turn your attention to the 
internal and external situation of 
public affairs, at the time w hen the 1 
junta began to exercise 1 1 s funcrioifc. 
Our armies full Of ardour, and eager 
to march to victory, but naked mid 
unprovided with every thing ♦ be- 
yond, the remains of the French ar- 
mies awaiting reinforcements <00 the 
banks of the Ebro, ravaging Upper 1 
Castile, the Rioja; and the pfovin- t 
cos of Biscay : occupying Ihimpdc- 
na and Barcelona with thmr for- 
tresses; masters of rhe castle of St,. 
Fetdenand, ruling over almost the 
whole of Navarre and Catalonia; 
the despot of Fiance, restless on hif 
throne, deceiving the slaves Who 
obey him by the grossest impostures, * 
and striving to lull to inactivity all \ 
the other stales, in order fb (Nh \ 
charge on us alonfe the enormous 
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weight of his military force; the and in the strength of her situation, 
powers of the continent, in fine, op- she will be, and she will be recogni* 
pressed or insulted by France, ex- zed as the loyal confederate of all, 

• pecting with anxiety the issue of but neither the slave nor the tyrant 
thisfirst struggle, desiring to declare of any. 

against the common enemy of all. Let us then now employ all the 
but proceeding with the timid cir- means we possess, as if we had to 
cunispection which their past mis- sustain alone the whole force of 
fortunes counsel. France. For this purpose, ihejuu- 

It is evident that the sole asylum ta has believed that it is necessary to 
which remains for the preservation maintain under arms 550,000 effec- 
i»f their independence, is a general five men ; the 50,000 to be cavalry ; 
confederacy — a confederacy which an enormous mass of strength, and 
wdl assuredly take place at last, for disproportionate it may be confcs- 
iriterest persuades and necessity pre- sed to our present situation and our 
scribes it. Which is the state which ancient wants, but by no means un- 
can hold relations of amity with suited to the present occasion. The 
Bonaparte ? Who can give credit three armies which are to occupy 
to bis words and promises, or trust the frontier, and the bodies of re* 
to his loyalty and good faith ? The serve which are to support thejr 
Kate of Spain will serve as a lesson operations, and supply theii wants, 
and a warning, her resolution is an will easily absorb the designated 
- example, her victories as an incen- number. And w hat are they or the 
ti've ; and the reprobate who bus sacrifices which necessity requires, 
trampled under foot the principles compared with the enterprize we 
of equity, and the banctity of good have proposed to ourselves, and the 
faith, is placed himself in the hard enthusiasm which animates ns? Spa- 
. necessity of having more power than niards, the power of our adversary 

• all of them, or of being buried is colossal, his ambition is still grea- 
. under the mountains raised by his ter than his power, and his existence 

tYenzy. fs incompatible with our liberty * 

The security and certainty of this Judge of his exertions by the barba- 
leagtic, so necessary and just, are fity of his character, and the extra* 
to be determined by our previous mity of his danger; but these are 
exertions, and the prudence of oil r the exertions of a tyrant, and will 
conduct. When we shall have rai- be confounded, opposed 30 the va- 
ried a mass of military force as lerrl- lour of a great and free people, wh* 
ble fur its quantity as for its prepit- have resolved upon no other termi- 
ration — when we shall hold in our nation to their conflict than to con- 
hands all the means of profiting by quer or die. 

success, or remedying a reverse-*- Considering the magnitude and 
when the sound judgment and inte- importance of this first object, the 
grity which distinguish the Spanish junta turned its attention to the vast 
people, among all others, will ma- means necessary to attain it. The 
nifest themselves in the regulation of neglect of the last government, if 
all our proceedings and pretensions: that may be tailed government which 
fhen all Europe,' secure of trium- was one continued and monstrous di~ 
phing, will unite itself to us* and fapidation , had exhausted all the 
avenge at once its injuries and ours, sources of prosperity, had obstruc- 
Then Spain will enjoy the glory of ted the canals which brought life 
having saved the powers of the con- and food to all the members of the 
tinent, and reposing in the modcra- state, dissipating the treasures, dis- 
Uvin and rectitude of her desires, organizing the public force, am} 



consuming the resources. 

The junta has already announced 
to the public, the great savings 
which result from the suppression 
of the expences of the royal house- 
hold, the enormous sums which had 
been devoured by the greedy and 
insatiable avarice of the lavourite, 
the product of his great possessions, 
and that of the estates of those un- 
worthy Spaniards who fled with the 
tyrant. We may add to these the 
profit which will accrue to the state 
from a free nav igation and commerce, 
and from the communication already 
opened with America. Principally 
we rely on a well-arranged adminis- 
tration of the public revenue, and 
regularly distributed contributions, 
to the reform and management of 
which the junta will directly apply 
Ms attention. We may add to these 
means, the succours which are now 
given with so generous a hand, and 
will be hereafter granted us by the 
English nation. But it is incumbent 
ou us that these succours which have 
been so opportunely given, and so 
gratefully received, and the efl'ects 
of which have been so beneficial, 
should be hereafter recognised and 
recompensed with the reciprocity 
and decorum which become a great 
and powerful nation. The Spanish 
monarchy ought not, in this respect, 
to be placed in a state of inequality 
and dependence upon its allies. 

The produce of these means will 
certainly be great, but at the same 
time it will be slow, and for that 
reason insufficient for the urgent ne- 
cessities of the state. Are they suf- 
ficient to furnish for a time the or- 
dinary supplies, discharge the im- 
mense debt which wiU be incurred, 
and maintain the formidable army 
which is to be kept on foot ? But 
the junta will, in case of the mani- 
fold events and force of circumstan- 
ces should exhaust the treasury, have 
recourse at once to the nation 
with the confidence which its ardent 
patriotism ought to inspire, and the 


necessity and notority of the sacri- 
fice. For evils so extraordinary as 
the present, remedies as extraordi- 
dary must be applied ; and as the 
government judges it to be one of its 
obligations to give an exact account 
to the nation of the application of 
the resources and funds which it is 
about to administer, it has no fear 
that its demands will be disregard 
through distrust, or be detested as 
arbitrary. 

Thus much with respect to the 
defence of the kingdom, and the 
means of effecting it, the most ur- 
gent concerns and the first in lUe or- 
der of time which the junta has un- 
der its care. But, Spaniards, there 
are others as necessary and primary 
as that, without attending to which 
the junta would fulfil but half its 
duties, and which is the great re- 
ward of your enthusiasm and sacri- 
fices. Political independence is no- 
thing without felicity and interior 
security. Turn your eyes to the 
time when oppressed and degraded, 
ignorant of your own strength, and 
finding no asylum against your evils, 
either in the institutions or in the 
laws, you hold foreign dominion 
less odious than the wasting tyranny I 
which internally consumed you. The 
dominion of a will always caprici- 
ous, and for tlje greater part unjust, 
has, for your calamity lasted long 
enough in Spain; your patience, 
your love of order, and your gene- 
rous loyalty, have been long enough 
abused ; it is time lhat the voice of 
the law only should begin to com- 
mand, founded on general utility. 
This was the desire of our good ami 
unfprtunate Monarch ; this vva > 
the path he pointed out, even du- 
ring an unjust captivity to which a 
perfidioustratiur reduced him.CoUN’ 
try, Spaniards ! ought not to be t 
vague and a vain name to you : 
ought to import in your ears, and in 
your heart the sanctuary of the la*' § 
and customs, the theatre lor talefllfc 
and the reward of virtue. 
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Yes, Spaniards, the great day is 
drawing near, when, according to 
the uniform desires of our beloved 
King and of his loyal people, the 
monarchy will be established on so- 
lid and durable bases. You will 
then possess fundamental laws, which 
will be beneficial, friends of order, 
restrictive of arbitrary power ; and 
these being re-established, and your 
genuine rights being assured, you 
will rejoice to behold a monument 
worthy of you, and of the Monarch 
who is to watch over the preserva- 
tron ot it, blessing, amid so many 
calamities, the share which the peo- 
ple vyill have had in its erection* 
I be junta, which holds in its hand 
the supreme direction of the nation- 
al forces, in order, by all means, to 
assure its defence, felicity, and glory; 
the junta, which has already pub- 
licly acknowledged the great influ- 
ence which a nation ought to have 
,n the government, which alone, and 
without any assistance, has done 
everything in the name of the King 
and for his cause; the junta solemn- 
ly promise to you, that you shall 
possess that country which you have 
invoked with so much enthusiasm, 
and defended, or rather conquered, 
with so much valour. 

Until t he military operations, slow 
“at first, in order hotter to secure a 
happy result, shall furnish the op- 
portunity and repose necessary for 
the grand and solemn re-union which 
^ announces to you, the government 
will take care privately to discuss 
and to examine the projects of re- 
foi’m, and. the institutions which 
ought to be presented for the nati- 
onal sanction. Without instruction, 
knowledge, or date, the majestic 
work of legislation is the result of a 
blind and unstable will, and as such, 
exposed to error, inconsistency, and 
contempt. Wise Spaniards ! you who 
devoted to the investigation of the 
social principles, unite the love of 
humanity to the love of country, 
And instruction with z*al : this con- 


cern is yours, the happy execution 
of which is so necessary. The junta, 
instead of rejecting your council, 
desires and seeks it. The knowledge 
and illustration of our ancient con- 
stitutional law; changes, which, in 
their re-establishment, they ought 
to undergo from the difference of 
circumstances ; reforms which are 
to be made in the civil, criminal, 
and commercial codes ; projects to 
meliorate public education, which, 
among us, is so greatly in decline ; 
a system of regulated economy for 
the better distribution and col- 
lection of the national revenue ; 
all these claim your attention, and 
form a vast series of problems and 
objects of meditation, in which you 
may manifest your talents and your 
acquirements. The junta will form 
from among your different commit- 
tees, each entrusted with a particu- 
lar department, to whom are to be 
freely addressed all writings on mat- 
ters of government and administra- 
tion, in which may be discussed the 
different objects which claim the ge- 
neral attention ; so that each con- 
tributing by his exertions to give a 
just and enlightened direction tothe 
public opinion, they may enable the 
nation to establish solidity, and tran- 
quillity its internal felicity. 

The Spanish revolution will thus 
be distinguished by characteristic 
features, altogether the reverse of 
those which were seen in the French 
revolution. That began in the 
wretched internal intrigues of cour- 
tiers ; ours, in the necessity of re- 
pelling an unjust and powerful ag- 
gressor ; in that, there were as ma- 
ny opinions concerning the forms of 
government, as there were factions, 
or rather persons: in ours, there is 
but one opinion, one general desire; 
an hereditary monarchy, and Ferdi- 
nand VII. on the throne. The 
French shedding torrents of blood 
during their anarchy* proclaimed 
no one principle which they did 
not afterwards reject ; they made no 
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law which they did not violate, and 
at last they submitted to a barba- 
rous despotism. The Spaniards, 
who, on account of the perfidious 
invasion of the French, found them- 
selves without a government, and 
without communication with each 
other, have not shewn themselves 
terrible or bloody, except towards 
their enemies, and well know how to 
ameliorate their institutions, and 
consolidate their liberty, without 
overthrowing the state. 

O Spaniards ! How beautiful a 
perspective of glory and felicity we 
behold before us, if we know bow 
to profit by the singular epoch ; if 
we fulfil the high purposes which 
Providence points out to us ! In- 
stead of being objects of compassion 
and contempt, as we have hitherto 
been, we are about to become the 
envy and admiration of the world. 
The delicious climate we enjoy, the 
fertile soil whence we draw our sub- 
sistence, our geographical position, 
the riches which nature has lavished 
upon us, and the noble and generous 
character with which she has endow- 
ed us, will not be wasted gifts in the 
hands of a vile and enslaved people. 

Already the Spanish name is pro- 
nounced with respect in Lurope, 
whose nations, which lie trampled 
upon by the French, hang all their 
hopes upon our fortune ; even the 
very slaves of the tyrant, groaning 
under his intolerable yoke, form 
vows for us* Let us be constant, 
and we shall gather the fruit which 
victory will produce : the laws of 
Teligion satisfied ; our monarch ei- 
ther restored to the throne, or aven- 
ged'; the fundamental laws of the 
pnotuirchy restored and consecrated, 
in a manner solemn, and consonant 
with civil liberty ; the fountains of 
public prosperity pouring benefits 
spontaneously, and without impedi- 
ment ; our relations with our colo- 
nies drawn more closely and become 
more fraternal, and consequently 
more useful; in fine, activity,* in- 


dustry, talents and virtues stimula- 
ted and rewarded : to such a degree 
of splendour and fortune we shall 
raise our country, if we ourselves 
correspond with the magnificent cir- 
cumstances which surround us. 

These are the views, and this is 
the plan which the junta proposed 
to itself from the moment of its in- 
stallation, in order to fulfil the two 
primary and essential objects of its 
institution. Its members charged 
with an authority so great, and ma- 
king themselves responsible by en- 
tertaining hopes so flattering, do not 
fail to see the difficulties they have 
to conquer, in order to realize them, 
the enormity of the weight which 
hangs over them, nor the dangers to 
which they are exposed ; but they 
will think the fatigues, and the de- 
votion of their persons to the service 
oT the country well paid, if they 
succeed in inspiring Spaniards with 
that confidence, without which the 
public good cannot be secured, and 
which the junta dares to affirm it 
merits, from the rectitude of its 
principles and the purity of its in- 
tentions. 

Aranjuez, Oct. 26, ISOS. 

(Decreed by the same Supreme 
Junta, the 10th Nov.) 

Martin de Garai, 
Member and Sec.-Gen. 

M A.N If ESTO OF THE SUPREME JUNTA. 

The Supreme Central Junta of the 
kingdom has caused to be transmitted 
to all the councils the following royal 
decree, of date the 14th instant. 

From the period that Spain, in tha 
year 1705, relinquished those arm* 
which she had taken up against the 
revolutionary pariy which governed 
France, and renewed her friendly rela- 
tions with that power, by the treaiv of 
alliance of 1796, she has as religiously 
observed the stipulations of that alli- 
ance, as she has patiently suffered the 
evils without number which have fol- 
lowed from it. During all the succes- 
sive mutations of the French govern- 
ment, which have changed Its name, 
without alteritig tlie essence of its am- 
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bition and destructive system, as well 
under the directory, as during the con- 
sulship and the empire, Spain respected 
and acknowledged the rights of an in- 
dependent nation, and her alliances 
facilitated the glories of France, always 
in the hope of subduing, by a conduct 
•o generous, the measureless ambition 
of the French pahinet; or, that the 
moment so anxiously desired by the 
human race would arrive, when a go- 
vernment less turbulent would be esta- 
blished in that country. No posterior 
event was able to change the purpose 
of Spain ; — neither the usurpation of 
the Emperor of the French in Europe, 
nor the desertion of the interests of 
Spain by France, in her conventions 
with other powers, nor the affronts suf- 
fered iu the persons of princes allied or 
related to the royal family; nor, finally, 
the preponderance and want of just re- 
ciprocity with which the compliances 
of the Spanish government were met. — 
It would be a work of too much prolix- 
ity to enumerate the injuries of which 
Spain might complain. Within a few 
years she saw dethroned the sovereign 
of the Two Sicilies, the brother of her 
King ; she saw her cause abandoned at 
Amiens, the cabinet of Paris, consenting 
that she should lose the island of Trini- 
dad, though she had been promised the 
contrary, in return for her faiihful co- 
operation in a ruinous war, undertaken 
solely for the cause of France ; she saw 
the independence of Portugal many 
times threatened, to afford an opportu- 
nit) to exact the most grievous subsi- 
dies, involving Spain also in these dif- 
ferences, which at a great expence, 
was obliged to take a direction contrary 
to the feelings of her sovereign, in order 
to ward off the total ruin of that king- 
dom; she saw the cession of the colony of 
Louisiana imperiously demanded bv the 
French government, with the intention, 
as afterwards appeared, of transferring 
it, for money, to a third power, without 
the knowledge of Spain. As the only 
recompencc for these and other cosily 
sacrifices, and for the states of Parma, 
pf which an infant of Spain was despoil- 
ed, she saw the precarious possession 
of Tuscany assigned to the Prince of 
Parma, with the design to deprive him 
of that also almost immediately, under 
the pretext of a new compensation in 
the north of Portugal, which France 
Neither could nor intended to carry into 
effect; and, finally, at a very recent 
VOL. IV, 


period, during which an odious favourite 
governed the monarchy, she saw the 
insensate ambition of that person flat* 
tered by illusions and apparent promi- 
ses, that he should be enabled to dis* 
member and rule the kingdom. 

On the other hand, the imposts upon 
Spanish commerce in the ports of France 
were augmented above measure; in- 
demnifications which were due to the 
crown and to the subjects of the King 
constantly denied, and all remonstran- 
ces absolutely disregarded* During 
all this Spain had placed her fleets, 
her troops, at the disposal of France ; 
had opened her treasures, had consent- 
ed to pay subsidies to prevent a rupture 
with England, which, after all, she was 
not able to avoid; and amidst the ridi- 
culous ostentation with w hich the French 
government has proclaimed it to be one 
of its first objects to aggrandize and re- 
compense its allies, Spain, the most 
ancieut and most faithful of these allies, 
has been robbed, dishonoured, impo- 
verished, and, in short, treated worse 
than a neutral of bad faith. 

So many outrages, so many losses, 
would long ago have opened the eyes 
of the government, if they had not been 
unfortunately in the hands of the infa- 
mous author of the treaty of 1796, of 
Manuel Godoy. The black policy, the 
devastating and insatiable ambition of 
the Emperor Napoleon, beheld with 
pleasure the debasement ofSpnin, which 
was the work of his own hand9, and of 
the absurd management of the depotic 
favourite. He threw away the foask 
which scarcely covered his designs, and 
audaciously resolved upon the destruc- 
tion of the reigning family, and the 
desolation of a generous nation, which 
had sacrificed itself for France. He 
resolved within himself that Spain should 
uot be independent, and he put his 
hands to the work without fully know- 
ing the road which should lead him to 
his proposed object. Here he began 
the scene of iniquity, the intrigues, the 
atrocious perfidies which were necessary 
to he put in practice, in order to trample 
under foot the ties of peace and alliance, 
the respect due to sovereigns, and to n 
nation, and y the consideration of grati- 
tude, so often professed. He sedulously 
fomented that dissention which th^ 
traitorous practices of the favourite had 
found means to intioduce within the 
bosoin af the royal family; he watched 
his opportunities ; contrary to the most 

* J 
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solemn conventions, he introduced into 
the peninsula numerous armies, under 
the pretext of marching them to the 
coasts opposite to Africa, in order to 
form plans against another enemy ; 
with the most marked bad faith, his 
troops took possession of the frontier 
fortresses, under the pretence of pre- 
cautions, and measures of policy purely 
military; and while he treated at Paris 
with a plenipotentiary, who was the 
confident of the favourite, about the 
dismemberment of Spain, the troops of 
the Usurper were advancing towards 
the capital, in order to intimidate its 
deluded sovereigns, and force them to 
follow the example of the house of Bra- 
ganza. The unexpected revolution at 
Aranjuez, on the 17tli and 19th of 
March, rendered abortive designs so 
wicked; and when the spontaneous ab- 
dication of Signor Don Charles IV. 
raised his eldest son, the hereditary 
prince, beloved by his people for his 
virtues and misfortunes, to the throne 
of his ancestors, the atrocious enemy of 
Spanish independence changed his plan, 
and meditated placing the nation in the 
most painful state of orplianism, for tl>e 
purpose of making it from that moment 
the prey of his ambition. With the hid 
»f his worthy satellites, and by arts of 
the lowest intrigue, he drew the young 
adored King of Spain as far as Bayonne, 
under the pretence of embracing him 
as a friend, and acknowledging him as 
sovereign; to that city also lie drew 
the parents, the brothers, the relatives 
of the imprisoned king, and involving 
them ail in the proscription, as unheard 
of as detestable, he forced them to cer- 
tain illegal and pretended renuncia- 
tions, and absurdly believed himself 
the possessor of the throne, which he 
profaned with Ins own name, and that 
of his brother Joseph Napoleon. His 
troops, composed of assassins, and his 
generals, converted into highway rob- 
bers, cover unfortunate Spain with 
blood and desolation, and, with an im- 
pudence of which they alone are capa- 
ble, affect to treat patriotism as insub- 
ordination, national honour as stupidity 
and barbarism, and the love of a legi- 
timate sovereign as rebellion and per- 
jury. They sack our towns, they violate 
our virgins, they profane our temples 
and sacred images; they respect not 
the v6ry God whom they say they adore, 
*nd whom they imperiously throw under 
their sacrilegious feet : and they speak 


to the Spanish people of" felicity and 
regeneration, while they lay waste their 
fields, rob their temples, and plunder 
their houses ; while they would destroy 
their constitution, their laws and privi- 
leges, and propose to carry off the 
Spanish youth in chains, in order to fill 
up their armies, while they deflower 
their sisters, their wives and their mis- 
tresses. Patriotism and national valour . 
have confounded the pride of the Usur- I 
per, have di omfited his armies, and I 
with a front elevated and crowned with 
laurels, they pursue their implacable 
enemies. All the provinces have armed , 
themselves in defence of so just a cause ; 
several of them, even before the instal- 
lation of the central government, have 
formally declared war against France ; 
all have waged war, and are doing so 
with the greatest ardour, and there ii ' 
not one Spaniard who has not sworn in • 
his heart to conquer or die for hit ; 
country, his king, and his religion. — I 
The supreme central and governing I 
junta of the kingdoms of Spain and of J 
the Indies, who exercise the sovereign J 
authority in the name of their sovereign } 
and lord Don Ferdinand VII. and who * 
has been acknowledged by the whole 
nation, declare, that, from the SOth 
day of the month of April of the present i 
year, the day on which the sovereignty \ 
of King Ferdinand Vllth. his liberty ^ 
and independence, and the august dig- 
nity of the whole nation were infamously 
insulted and trampled upon at Bayonne, : 
nil the ties which connected Spain with 
the French Government are broken off, ( 
as also all treaties of whatever kind, 
ancient or modern which existed witk 
France; in consequence, pronouncing, 
from that epoch, all captures and other 
acts authorized by the rights of nations 
in a state of war, to be valid and lawful, ' 
as well as all and every kind of hostili- ► 
ties carried on by every one of the pro* ' 
vinces, or by individuals, in the strug- J 
gle which they separately maintained, ^ 
till the happy moment of national union, » 
they declare, in the most solemn man* ■ 
ner, that the Spanish nation has been 1 
at war with France from the above- , 
mentioned period of the 20th of April; [ 
and that this war, the most just that 
any nation ever maintained, shall con- 
tinue by sea and land, against the Em- 
peror of the French and King of Italy# 
and aguinst his estates and subjects, so ; 
long as they submit to the oppression 
which render* them subservient to tks 
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of the tmfwsa! esppthesot; 
sin<^ Spain, which has seen, itself forced 
to ro&tonrms in defence of the honour 
)bf its bdloved King, and of the national 
4ldfe4efrdence, cannot make that dis- 
Ohteohti which it wduld wish, between 
me aggressive government of the £tn- 
yqr or Napoleon and tiie French nation, 
till the period when the latter shall 
open, their eyes, and recover, their 
emtient dignity. At the same time the 
tfapreihe central junta declare,, that 
4l)9sd powers* which groan under the 
11 Wavy yoke df the Emperor of the French, 
tsnay preserve with Spain tkdsd rehfc- 
whicb are not opposed to her jufct 
-interests, and which are conformable to 
j|te principles of natural equity, provi- 

f sd they commit no hostilities against 
tain, either directly or indirectly. 
They finally 'declare, that they have 
^hy nn act the most solemn, nei- 
dfcertn listen to nor admit of any pro* 
jposals far peace, without the restoration 

f his throne of their beloved Monarch, 
jjgnor. Don Fernando VII. and without 
stipulation, as the first condition, for 
4&e absolute integrity of Spain and her 
Ufkmerican possessions, without the dis- 
SdfrUihclrhtent of the smallest village ; 
'4m 4 they order, in consequence,* that 
J^mre bo communicate!? to al Ip arts of 
' Wtbe. dominions of Spaing within and 
’ ^eithout the peninsula, tlie precautions 
1 orders which may conduce to her 
pee, and to that of all Spanish, sub* 
y tftkd to the prejudiefe of the' end- 
y*' To be communicated for thc in- 
,£mdation of the council, in order ttfits 
^felfilment in its department; 4 "> • J 1 
‘ Ms }/-- % (Signod) Florida BtAvc*. 

. Nov. i4. . , 

« WlficFresidmt of the Council* \ 

’OP THl SVPRBins ^trUTA. 
'Jfai'hk Exeeitency the Duke; Erttidertt 


swV*'t 


‘ the Royal Council, 
t it please your Excellency. 

; our master, Don Ferdinand 
l bit royal name tl^e supreme 
ita governing the kingdom, 
J Considered that the exile of the 
-ddijtaukshot only caused to those our 
ptmOppy brethren the disagreeable ne- 
• jwtmity ef having terlive expatriated at 
*’ apee from their*, friends and rela- 
arnj abandoned ,to >the mercy of 
1 f " at that, id additicm^alsaio 

.. ^ y df furmslung them. with 

ddft^ptettffefts assigned them by bis Ma* 
44^ the loads which they received 




wew eitfweuA^iTrtm 
speeie4if Urn ki ag dnaM o increase t hy 
of foreign Cott#tris#,and Sveifltfdsjr 
enemies, has ordered that them bbtiM- 
mint be annulled, und that they be v fbfr 
mitted to return to whatever prWOtnjfh 
of Spain they may wish; "the same ytetiim 1 
being thm which fhty&yoty&i 

during their elite:' I ooirttWameaW^fr 
royal * order to your* excedeoey 
information* and approbation ’o»° : fhe 
council. " * L ' 1 ’ r { *** 

May Ood preserve your exc^te*€y 
many years; • 

-r MsRtiif Di 

Falaceif ArMht**; li « 

Ot. - ■> -tfiJ- ; vi JW-MO 

•2b his Excellency the Secretary of Stoic 
and<ftheWarDepartmOhti r ^ 

May it please your BrctMentyP***? 

The King oor master, Ferchwafid VFF. 
and in hifc royal wame, 
junta of the government of ihetin^IbWv, 
considering Iliac nothing *eoatr&OtdiHfc 
swell to excite vatoar and • emuldttoft 
among soldfers 1 or the distribution^ hft 
proper occasion a, of rewards to tlrOsi 
who have distinguished themuel^ds ifr 
any brilliant or remarkable abt itiif/triftt 
resolved, that: to all those 
bear mentioned in the 5 Hist ’ •diSpWtdh'W 
Generah Dorn Joaquin? ‘Blake? tfieifc^’ 
given double/ pay for two 
that your cxcdlencyodthwamkl^tWh 
necessary orAesst for carrying this iM»o- 
Intion into effect J ^ 41 ; 

May God pertferve your 
many years** ‘ r o*.? u* *» »*»'*■* 

;i - ^MitiRTTST &t<mxk\y d 

Enlace tyjaiapue*, Nw * iS^ J 

’ k ' ’ PEOCLiUSitfTrOVl • //- 

Spaniards^ ia 

The central junta of* govemnfent of 
the kingdom, after havi ng t aken all 
measureS%’iirp5Wgf the eOe- 

my, who, continuing his attacks, has 
advanced intti (fie neighbourhood ' of 
Samozierra, addTfctfWV you for the pur- 
pose of puttuig you * upon y owe 'guard 
against thd intrigues tvith whichnthe 
perfidious ^gen(s of Napoleon endear 
vour to alarm and deceive you f 'J>y ihr 
creasing the lumbers of the enemylj 
troups/Who hardly amount to SOWmcrl, 
oOeorifiWg t& thd rbbhrts made* by dtb 
generals 1 whom diejtrota hdi' cliafg^l 
with the defence df *thfr importan t (lost 
of Guadafnma. \ : 

■. Inht^itan^s of Madrid !^T|h ^country 
btands in need of your exertions^ ybur 
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circumspection and patriotism are the 
bulwarks on which it chiefly rests its 
defence. The junta trusts that you will 
know how to support the dispositions of 
your captain-general and the tribunal 
of vigilance, in order to discover and 
deliver to the inexorable arm of the law, 
mil traitors, who will now exert them- 
selves more than ever to introduce dis- 
order, and paralize the activity with 
which you must be present at all points, 
which will be pointed out to you, bear- 
ing in inind the 2d. day of May; when, 
deprived of all assistance, and even of 
the liberty to defend yourselves, you 
Struck the whole nation with astonish- 
ment by your loyalty and valour. 

The centra) junta feel at a loss to ex- 
press to you the confidence which the 
enthusiasm with which the soldiers of 
the nation prepare themselves to beat 
the enemies of our beloved sovereign 
Ferdinand VII. of our country, and our 
religion. Our allies, the English, con- 
vinced of the justice of the pause we 
defend, and animated by the same en- 
thusiasm, are invited and ready to 
march from the Escurial, where they 
are at present, to reinforce the posiliou 
chosen by our wise general, and sup- 
port the operations of our van, which 
must already have commenced to en- 
gage the slaves of the tyrant who op- 
presses all nations, 

Spaniards !-*-Co ward ice, inspired by 
treason, will no doubt induce the evil 
disposed to exaggerate the dangers, in 
order to frustrate the measures pursued 
by the junta, which places implicit con- 
fidence in yoyr unexampled fidelity and 
pbedience. 

J3y order of the supreme junta. 

Martin de Gajiai. 

Palace of Aranjuez , AW 21. 


ilOLLAND. 


Amsterdam , AW 22. The ses- 
sion of the legislative body was 
opened on Friday last# with the 
usual solemnities ; and his Majesty 
being seated on his throne, Mr. 
Jtengeis, President ad interim , ad- 
dressed his Majesty as follows: — 

** Sire — A dmitted by your Ma- 
jesty to this solemn audience we, 
your faithful subjects, constituting 


the legislative body, come to per- 
form one of the most pleasant of our 
duties, in renewing to your Majesty 
the homage of our profound respect, 
attachment and inviolable devotion. 

M We were in expectation that the 
calamitous war which has lasted so 
long, would have been brought to i 
conclusion by the return of our 
annual session ; but oUr wishes are 
nor yet accomplished, and the num* 
berless sacrifices which the wellare 
of the state demands, augmented by 
the total stagnation of commerce, 
still continue to press with all their 
weight upon every class of society. 
Your Majesty’s heart, we are aware, 
suffers more from this consideration 
than our own. We receive inces- 
sant proofs of the affection which 
your Majesty bears towards your 
people, and the unwearied effort! 
which you make, ty allay at least 
the wounds of the state, if you can- 
not completely heal them. 

“ We accordingly again approach 
your throne, full of confidence in 
your Majesty's paternal solicitude, 
in order that in concert with our 
King, animated with the same spi- 
rit, and actuated by the same senti- 
ments, we may lighten the burthens 
of the state, and co-operate for its 
happiness and prosperity, which 
are the constant objects of all your 
Majesty’s thoughts and measures, as 
they are of the ardent and perpetual 
gratitude of your Majesty’s people; 
and more especially of* the legisla- 
tive body, which is better enabled 
to appreciate your cares and pater- 
nal anxiety, by their labours, and 
the repeated proofs of the contidenc* 
and esteem of your Majesty, who 
call them near your person at this 
interesting period of the year, when 
the most important concerns of the 
state are to be discussed with a pre- 
cision and frankness worthy of the 
character of your Majesty, 
that of your brave and faithful 
pie.” 
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{The Ring replied to the. abovd 
address in a very long speech, in 
yrtnch he expatiated on the progress 
jnade in carrying into effect the 
pairioips measures in train for pro- 
moting the internal prosperity of 
4be kingdom. He regrets that the 
•vents pf the last year, and the ne- 
cessity of performing his engagements 
fo France, had rendered* a military 
■establishment requisite to the nurn- 
Jser of 50,000 men, which of course 
•^occaatoued a considerable addition 
^tSithe public expenditure beyond 
4he estimate ot July, 1806. this 
proceeding, however, he vindicates, 
by stating that it was indispensible 
rto the restoration of the peace of 
4he continent, and that under the 
{existing circumstances, “ the choice 
rvras not difficult, of rather that 
Athene was no choice/' He descants 
««m the advantages which, in the 
-jtvent of a maritime peace, Holland 
must derive from the new depart- 
ment which she has acquired. He 
^admits that there is a deficiency of 
millions in the produce of the 
?taxes of the two last years, -com- 
pared with the expenditure. To 
reduce this deficit, he looks to the 
►Operation of a sinking fund ; the 
.^adoption of a definitive budget on 
*he 1st of January, 1810, on an 
^economical system, whether peace 
be then concluded or not; and a 
;#mall loan, to be the last until the 
sinking fund begins to operate. Upon 
Htbis topic .he further says — 44 We 
fabave a whole year before us to pre- 
-pare this peimanent budget, by the 
year 1810. We rely on the friend- 
ship of France, tfnd our brother, 
'the Emperor, to enable us to per- 
t asst in the plan of order and eco- 
ifiomy, which, under the blessing of 
•fQod, shall, on the return of peace, 
•lid the restoration of our commerce, 
incompletely re-establish our prospe- 
rity. Our political system can be 
„po other than that of France. It is 
her true interest to favour and pro- 
tect, in every possible manner, even 


by some sacrifices; thedrtdep^hdenee, 
the prosperity, arid commerce 
Continental state, Which, from its 
situation and government, is for 
ever united with -that empire, and 
which can be more useful to her in 
proportion as it become more h a ppy 
and prosperous/* then enters 
into a minute statement of the pro*- 
posed financial arrartgomenti, and 
concludes with once more turning 
the hopes of his people totbespeedy 
restoration of a general peace, and 
all its coneoipimnrt blessings. Fib 
assures them, thait* while he lives, 
their national law^, ■ custonte, and 
manners, shall be carefully re- 
spccted and maintained ; and that 
whatever difficulties may arise, be 
will ne ver consent to a national banb 
ruptcy nor a conscription; 

In- the same sitting, the minister 
of the interior presented a detailed 
report on the state of the country, 
coinciding, in various passages, with 
the substance of the- King's speech.] 


AM ERICA, 


SOUTH CAROLINA. * 

Letter from the Hon . Joseph Alston, 
Speaker of the house u) representa- 
tives of the states to the President 
of' the United States, covering the 
resolutions of the legislature of the 
Z$th of June fast , approbatory of 
the conduct of the administration. 

Oaks , neai Georgetown , July tf. 

Si a, • v 

The legislature of South Carolina, 
deeply impressed with the situation 
in which the United States have 
been placed, by the unbounded and 
arrogant pretensions of rhe belli go 
rent poweis of Europe ; and aware 
of the force derived, in a govern- 
ment like ours, from public opinion, / 
have thought it right, at such a cri- 
sis to make known to the world 
their unalterable determination to 
support the rights and honour of our 
country, and to declare their eotira 
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approbation of Ike prudent and dig- 
ji ilied course pursued by its admini- 
stration. — To this manifestation of 
their own feelings, they have been 
yet further induced by the expres- 
sion, in other parts of the union, of 
contrary sentiments, at a moment, 
w hen, it is conceived, that a saciifice 
of the convicting opinions of indi- 
viduals, and the animosities of party, 
were demanded alike by sound policy 
and patriotism. 

The resolutions I have nntv the 
honour to transmit you, obtained, 
you will perceive, the unanimous 
concurrence of both branches of our 
legislature ; a conclusion from hence, 
however, either that there existed 
amongst us a perfect unanimity of 
political sentiment, or that the pre- 
sent restrictions upon our commerce 
were but little felt by us, would be 
equally erroneous. South-Carolina, 
like her sister states, is, to a certain 
extent, characterised by parties. 
The legislature, which adopted these 
resolutions, consisted, to use the 
distinguishingappellationsoftheday, 
of federalists ami republicans. But, 
Sir, however we may differ as to 
questions of of ordinary policy, we 
should deprecate as disgraceful to 
us the idea of division, where thena- 
tional honour and interests were con- 
cerned. Of the effects attendant, in 
all countries, upon a sudden suspen- 
sion of trade, many circumstances 
combined to render this state far 
from insensible: But, if the conve- 
niences or privations resulting to our 
citizens from the embargo be great, 
their patriotism and public spirit 
are still gieater; and I am persua- 
ded, that those who compose our 
legislature have been the faithful 
organs of their constituents, when 
they declare their determination, at 
every hazard, “ to support the ge- 
neral government in all measures 
calculated to maintain the rights and 
support the independence of the 
United States." 1 have the honour to 


|>»e. 

be, Sir, very respectfully yours, &c. 

Joseph Alston. 

THE PRESIDENT'S REPLY. 

To the Hun . Joseph Alston , Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of 
South Carolina . 

Monticello , August 4. 

Sir, 

1 have duly received your letter 
of July 6, covering the resolution! 
of the legislature of South Carolina, 
•f June 29 ; and I see in those re- 
solutions a new manifestation of the 
national spirit of which South Caro- 
lina has given so many proofs. It is 
the more exemplary, as it is certain 
that no state sacrifices more by the 
operation of a measure which, whe- 
ther to avoid a war, or to prepare 
for it, has been deemed equally ne- 
cessary. The unanimity of these re- 
solutions does peculiar honour to 
those individuals, who, fdiffering 
from the mass of their fellow citi- 
zens in their opinions of government, 
yet forget all -differences when the 
rights of their country are in ques- 
tion ; who, when it is assailed by 
foreign wrong, and menaced with 
the evils of war, instead of encou- 
raging enemies by forebodings of 
weakness and division, present to 
them one common and undivided 
front. Persuaded that the senti- 
ments expressed in these resolutions 
are a true specimen of those enter- 
tained by the great mass of our fel- 
low-citizens we may regret the evils 
which a contrary opinion in others 
may produce, but we cannot fear 
the result of any trial they may put 
us to. ♦ 

I receive with particular gratifi- 
cation assurances of approbation 
from the legislature, of South Caro- 
lina, and will not cease in my en- 
deavours to merit a continuance of 
it. — 1 pray you to accept my salu- 
tations and assurances of great res- 
pect and consideration. 

T. H. Jefferson. 


Digitized by v^oogle 



1308?) ' ‘JftweriBSi. »M 


jrEica or the go-error or 
KE— YORK. 

Gentlemen ef the State and Assembly* 

At the commencement ef the last 
session, i had the honour of express 
sing to the legislature my opinion 
respecting the measures adopted by 
the national councils, to prevent our 
being involved in the desolating wars 
of Europe. Nothing has since oc- 
curred to produce a change of that 
opinion, or to impair my confidence 
in their exertions and zeal to avert, 
as far as is consistent with the Wel- 
fare and independence of our coun- 
try, the calamities of war. I am, 
however* compelled with regret to 
inform you, that I am not apprized 
of any 'material alteration ip the state 
of our foreign relations since that pe- 
riod. The erabarrasments to com* 
merce and agriculture, incident to 
the existence of the embargo, are 
still experienced, and should they 
continue, they must be ascribed to 
tjie perseverance of the belligerents 
in, their illegal and unjust aggressions 
upon the commerce of the United 
States, This consideration affords 
additional motives for enduring with 
patience, the privations resulting 
from the counteracting measures of 
our own rulers, and for yielding a 
warm, unanimous, and decided sup- 
port to their prudent and incessant 
efforts to maintain, without an ap- 
peal to arms, the honour of our 
country, and the rights and tran- 
quillity of its citizens. Should our 
hopes of an amicable accommodation 
of existing differences be frustrated , 
by an obstinate adherence of the belli • 
gerents to their unprincipled and ar- 
bitrary restraints upon neutral com* 
imrce, and a resort to the syoord be* 
come inevitable , me. can meet the event 
with a consciousness of the rectitude 
of oust cause ; with a firm dependence 
on the patriotism and bravery of free* 
men, and ytih a humble reliance on 
the protection of that Providence who 
has hifhfrta favoured us. 

The period for which the presi- 


dent apdrvice-puesldettti bf the Uni-* 
ted States were. elected,' expires on 
the fourth day of: March next The 
appointment of Electors to- represent 
this state pi the choice of succes- 
sors to those distinguished persona- 
ges, is the principal business for 
which you are now* convened. 1 

It affords me pleasure to inform 
you that the fortifications erecting 
under the authority of the United 
States for the defence of the city of 
New York, have been prosecuted 
with.' activity and zeal. A variety 
of circumstances have retarded the 
commencement of the expenditure 
of 0 $$ hundred thousand dollars ape 
propriated for that object by the le- 
gislature of this state. To accom- 
plish these views by devising and 
commencing works upon which the 
greatest number of distressed persons 
might be employed, and which might 
be in concert with thedefensive ope- 
rations of the general government* 
and at the same time to apply the 
sum granted in the most economical 
and beneficial manner, was a task 
replete with anxiety, responsibility, 
and embarrasment. I have the sa- 
tisfaction to inform you, that with 
the intelligence and generous assis- 
tance of Colonel Williams, chief en- 
gineer of the United States, whose 
services merit the highest encomium, 
these difficulties have finally been 
surmounted, and 1 flatter myself the 
place which has been decided upon, 
and the plan of the works to be e- 
reeled, will meet your approbation. 
It is our lot, Gentlemen , to live in 
a portentous period . The old world 
is shaken to its centre by the mad am* 
bition of its potentates ; and Europe 
exhibits an affecting spectacle of blood 
and ’warfare . It has been the alter* 
note policy of two of the belligerents 
to entangle us in their quarrels ; hi - 
thertowe have escaped, but it requires 
almost superhuman wisdom tn our rv* 
lers to preserve our sovereignty and 
independence, and to avoid being cu* 
gaged in their wars. Thus situated, 


Digitized by Google 





America. — Licatcq tfc Tong** at the Mar. 




I 


it is our solemn duty to second the 
efforts of those to whom we have en- 
trusted the highly responsible rights 
of peace and war. It is our duty to 
strengthen the hands of government, 
by imparting a liberal confidence 
when our dearest rights are not only 
in jeopardy but actually invaded* 
and to prove to the world that we 
are not a divided people, but that 
we are in truth Americans. 


With an ardent wish that harmo- 
ny may prevail in your deliberations, 
and that your proceedings may pro- 
mote the welfare of our constituents, 
I tender you an assurance of my 
readiness to co-operate in yourla- 
hours to promote the common be- 
nefit. 

Dan ibt. D. ToMMwra. 

Albany , Nov. 1, 1808. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE . 


• N Till LICENCE OF TOKOU1 AT 
TI1E BAR. 

To the Editor . 

Sir, 

I was much surprised on perusing 
your Review some time ago, to find 
that the letter signed an English- 
man, contained inNo.XX. should not 
have received an answer in any of 
the succeeding numbers. The sub- 
ject which it treats is, as the writer 
justly observes, an evil of great and 
growing magnitude, and therefore 
calls imperiously for the notice of 
the public. In the few lines which 
i venture to address to you, I can- 
not undertake to answer positively, 
the query it contains, but shall be 
satisfied if 1 succeed in urging the 
necessity of farther discussion, and 
prevent a subject from falling to the 
ground which affects not merely 
you Sir, nor me, but the whole 
community; and must come home 
to the breast of every man who values 
the security of reputation, and the 
sweets of private repose. 

That libels are pronounced with 
impunity under shelter of the long 
robe, every day's experience evin- 
ces; and the question of your Cor- 
respondent is intended to ascertain 
whether there is no remedy provi- 
ded by the constitution, exclusive of 
those which he himself enumerates. 


As far as my information gort, them 
are no others; although nothing can 
be more clearly inferred from the 
spirit of our government, than Ail 
a privilege to defame was not in- 
tended to be vested in any class of 
men, whatever their rank, whatevei 
(heir respectability. While we boul 
the tenderness and particularity 4 
our laws in protecting the characters 
of individuals, there would be a con- 
tradiction in supposing that the pro- 
fessors of those very laws sboold be 
constituted into a tribunal of licensed 
slander, and that our ancestors should 
be absurd enough to propose banish- 
ing libel and lie, by the efforts of a 
body privileged to libel and lit 
themselves : no, it is evident toco® 
mon reason, that the great founders 
of our political and civil fabric ves- 
ted no such right in the oraclcrw 
the law, nor dreamt of raising them 
to a height above all other subjects* 
from which they might lert fly tbs 
shafts of malice and of vengeance 
with confidence, and with eflfect 
Whatlshall itbe said that they wh* 
are to wrest the dagger from the as- 
sassin, arc authorised to use it with 

their own hands ? Is there any AiNl 
in the construction of a legal M* 
to render the instrumfnt less d* 
structive under their direction* & 
rather is there not every thing " 
aggravate its virulence ? The to* 
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yer from his education is capable of I am sure you despise too much to 
being severe ; he can give a poig- revive; but which for the sake of 


nancy to lus expressions, which com- 
mon men who in rend as badly, may 
be unable to do : his attack, there- 
fore, is more cruel: from the re- 
spectability of his calling, he is at- 
tended to with a deference, which 
common men cannot command ; his 
attack therefore is more impressive: 
from the publicity of his situation 
it is more extended, and from the 
nature of his profession, more un- 
just: with every thing therefore to 
aggravate the consequences, and tin* 
criminality of such a privilege, on 
the part of the lawyer, it would be 
doing an injury to the understanding 
or the patriotism of our ancestors, 
to suspect them of countenancing so 
great an evil. 

But while l believe that this is 
the language of our constitution on 
the licence of speech at the bar, I 
must allow that in the present, as 
well as in many other cases, there 
is a wide distinction between the 
language of the old constitution, and 
the language of the practice of mo- 
dern times. The former says no one 
shall be placed above the law ; jus- 
tice shall be done to all and on all ; 
but the latter adopts a different tone, 
and proclaims, those who practice 
the law shall despise it ; those who 
live by it shall trample on it ; and 
whatever of acrimony, whatever of 
vindictiveness and malice rankle in 
their hearts, shall have a passport 
through the courts and sanctuaries 
of the kingdom to prey upon the 
vitals of society. 

It is a melancholy circumstance 
Sit, that with so many instances of 
the injustice of lawyers in this re- 
spect, there should be none of their 
punishment ; and if ever there were 
instances to be selected above others, 
they are those which occured in the 
two recent cases to which your cor- 
respondent has alluded. I beg 
pardon for obtruding upon your 
Recollection again, an attack which 
VOL. iv. 


common justice, I cannot avoid nrten- 
tioning. You have beon attacked 
as well as Sir Richard Phillips, in 
a manner the most unwarrantable; 
on an imputation which you have 
well proved to be false and scanda- 
lous ; but though it is not necessary 
to make any allusion to it in defenca 
of you, it is right to pass some cen- 
sure on the venal calumny of him 
whose protection is in his gown, and 
whose stimulant in his pocket; he 
probably may be one of those not 
uncommon characters, who finding 
truth a vendible commodity, do not 
hesitate to sell what they know not 
how* to appreciate; money, as it is his 
motive, may also be his justification 
for abuse ; but there are hangmen 
who destroy life upon the same prin- 
ciple that he attempts to destroy 
reputation : and for my part I can- 
cannotdraw the line which shall dis- 
tinguish their respectability. 

It is contended that if lawyers had 
not a very great privilege in this re- 
spect, it would be impossible for 
them to do justice to their clients. 
Now, if doing justice to their client* 
is, (as it ought to be,) the only 
object, that surely can be effected 
by a liberty distinct from licentious- 
ness ; a liberty to speak the truth, 
not a licence to violate it : if justice 
is the only object, misrepresentation 
does not make up one of the ingre- 
dients necessary to its production ; 
on the contrary, it is subversive of 
the end: the jury as your correspon- 
dent states, are most of them plain 
men, and liable to be misled by ge- 
neral invective; a licence therefore 
to indulge in it without foundation 
must have this injurious tendency, 
that of inducing them frequently to 
decide a eause from a feeling of ab- 
horrence to the individual, when 
they should only be influenced «by 
the consideration of its own inherent 
merits ; liberty not licence is the 
birthright of an Englishman; liberty 
at 
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not licence should be the privilege 
of a lawyer. 

I would also suggest a remark to 
the profession themselves on the 
tendency of such a licence upon 
their own body. There is something 
to my apprehension exceedingly 
humiliating, ns well as iniquitous, 
in hiring out falsehood to tho^e who 
will pay lor it, and descending to 
the lowest scurrility, and the foulest 
slander, in a place where nothing 
but calm discussion should be heard, 
and liberality tolerated. I appeal 
to all who have entered that respect- 
able profession with a due sense of 
its dignity, and its nature, whether 
gravity is not its appropriate charac- 
teristic, and a quick sense of right 
and wrong, with a constant solici- 
tude for the former, its brightest 
distinction : and I will ask those 
who venerate the wuse establishments 
of our forefathers, whether they can 
suspect them of intending that the 
courts in which our rights and pro- 
perties arc secured, should be the 
only places in the country where 
character is left defence less ! 

As an injury to private happiness, 
as an obstruction to public justice, 
as a derogation from professional 
respectability, such a practiceshould 
*be discountenanced : the able and 
the ingenuous will avoid it from 
pride ; the interested and the insig- 
nificant should be made to avoid it 
from fear: there are beings in that 
profession as well as in every other 


who are not only a disgrace to it, 
but to the species to which they 
belong ; and they are those who 
blush at no acts but such as are 
punishable; whose notion of right 
is comprised in profit; whose sense 
of wrong is derived from the autho- 
rity of the jailor, and the execu- 
tioner; who confound impunity with 
justification, and escape, with inno- 
cence. 

That the public should have some 
protection against such personages 
is a truth that cannot be disputed; 
and that no protection has been hi- 
thertu afforded, speaks plainly in the 
history of all the courts. Whether 
the privileges wdth which the judge 
and the opposite council are vested, 
those of interruption and reply, are 
adequate to the prevention of this 
evil, is not know'll, as they have not 
been enforced. The public are 
loudly called upon to insist on the 
experiment, by marking with their 
decided disapprobation, the negli- 
gence that leaves them unexercised: 
if their opinion is strongly expressed 
on this subject, judges and council 
must conform, and courts of law 
may perhaps become wbat they 
ought to be, the asylums of injured 
fame, to which all can apply with 
confidence, and from which none 
will be sent away with the qualified 
gratification of being compensated, 
and abused ! 

Dec . 3. H. 


HIS BWTANMC MAJESTY’S DECLARATION , 

ON THE RECENT OVERTURES FOR PEACE. 


The Overtures made to his Majes- 
ty by the governments of Russia and 
of France have not led to negocia- 
tion : and the intercourse to which 
those overtures gave rise being ter- 
minated, his Majesty thinks it right 
thus promptly and publicly to make 
known its termination. 


The continued appearance of a 
negociation, when peace has ben 
found to be utterly unattainable, 
could be advantageous ouly to ll* 
enemy. 

It might enable France te+lpf 
distrust and jealousy in the cooa^ 
of those who are combined ttri 
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her oppressions : and if, among the 
nations which groan under ihe ty- 
ranny of French allrance, or among 
those which maintain against France 
a doubtful and precarious indepen- 
dence, there should be any which 
even now are bal lancing between the 
certain ruin of a prolonged inactivi- 
ty, and the contingent dangers of an 
effort to save themselves from that 
ruin ; to nations so situated the de- 
lusive prospect of a peace between 
Great Britain and France could not 
fail to be peculiarly injurious. Their 
preparations might be relaxed by 
the vain hope of returning tranquil- 
lity ; or their purpose shaken by the 
apprehension of being left to contend 
alone. 

That such was, in fact, the main 
object of France in the proposals 
transmitted to his Majesty from Er- 
lurth, his Majesty entertained a 
strong persuasion. 

But at a moment when results so 
awful from their importance, and 
so tremendous from their uncertain- 
ty, might be depending upon the 
decision of peace or war, the King 
felt it due to himself to ascertain, 
beyond the possibility of doubt, the 
views and intentions of his enemies. 

It was difficult for his Majesty to 
believe, that the Emperor of Russia 
had devoted himself so blindly and 
fatally to the violence and ambition 
of the power with which his Impe- 
rial Majesty had unfortunately be- 
come allied, as to be prepared open- 
ly to abet the usurpation of the 
Spanish monarchy ; and to acknow- 
ledge and maintain the right, as- 
sumed by France, to depose and 
imprison friendly sovereigns, and 
forcibly to transfer to herself the al- 
legiance of independent nations. 

When, therefore, it was proposed 
to his Majesty to enter into ncgoci- 
ation for a general peace, in concert 
with his Majesty's allies, and to 
treat either on the basis of the uti 
possidetis , (heretofore the subject of 
*9 much controversy) or on any other 


basis, consistent with justice, ho- 
nour, and equality, his Majesty de- 
termined to meet this seeming fair- 
ness and moderation, with fairness 
and moderation, on his Majesty's 
part leal and sincere. 

The King professed bis readiness 
to enter into such negotiation in 
concurrence with his allies; and 
undertook forthwith to communi- . 
cate to them the proposals which 
his Majesty had received. But as 
his Majesty was not connected with 
Spain by a formal treaty of alliance, 
his Majesty thought it necessary to 
declare, that the engagements which 
he had contracted, in the face of 
the world, with that nation, were 
considered by his Majesty as no less 
sacied, and no less binding upon his 
Majesty, than the most solemn trea- 
ties; and to express his Majesty's 
just confidence that the government 
of Spain, acting in the name ot his 
Catholic Majesty Ferdinand VII, 
was understood to be a party of the 
negociation. 

The reply returned by France to 
this proposition of his Majesty casts 
off at once the thin disguise, which 
had been assumed for a momentary 
purpose ; and displays, with less than 
ordinary reserve, the arrogance and 
injustice of that government. 'i he 
univeisal Spanish nation is described 
by the degrading appellation of 
“ the Spanish insurgents and the 
demand tor the admission of the go- 
vernment of Spain as a party to any 
negociation, is rejected as inadmis- 
sible and insulting. 

With astonishment as u'ell as with 
grief his Majesty has received fiom 
the Emperor of Russia a reply, si- 
milar in effect, although less inde- 
corous in tone and manner. The 
Emperor of Russia also stigmatizes* 
as “ insurrection," the glorious ef- 
forts of the Spanish people in behalf 
of their legitimate sovereign, and m 
defence of the independence of theitv 
country ; thus giving the sanction 
of Jib Imperial Majesty's authority. 
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to an usurpation which has no pa- 
rallel in the history of the world. 

The King would readily have em- 
braced an opportunity of negocia- 
tion, which might have afforded any 
hope or prospect of a peace, com- 
patible with justice and with honour. 
His Majesty deeply laments an is- 
sue, by which the sufferings of Eu- 
rope are aggravated and prolonged. 
But neither the honour of his Ma- 
jesty, nor the generosity of the Bri- 
tish nation, would admit his Majes- 
ty's consenting to commence a ne- 
gociation, by the abandonme nt of a 
brave and loyal people, who are 
contending for the preservation of 
all that is dear to man ; and whose 
exertions in a cause so unquestiona- 
bly just, his Majesty has solemnly 
pledged himself to sustain. 


HIBERNIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The annual meetingofthis society 
was held at the Royal Exchange, 
Dublin on Monday the 14th of No- 
vember, 1808. 

THE PATRON, 

His Grace the Archbishop of Dub- 
lin, m the chair. 

The Secretary read the report of 
the committee for the last year, 
which was received, and is as fol- 
lows : — 

“ At the last annual meeting of 
your society, your committee was 
entrusted with the important com- 
mission of procuring suitable patron- 
age for the institution. To the ac- 
complishment of this primary object, 
they immediately applied themselves, 
by communicating the nature and 
designs of the society, to some pf 
the first characters in Ireland, and 
soliciting their countenance and 
support. Your committee were 
highly gratified by the politeness and 
promptitude with which the most sa- 
tisfactory answers were given to their 
communications ; and could not but 
Anticipate the most salutary results 


from the support of the noblemen 
and gentlemen, who have come for- 
ward, as patron, president, and 
vice-presidents of the society. 

“ Your committee were convin- 
ced, that one extensive institution, 
pervading the whole country, ha- 
ving one grand fund, and acting on 
one plan, would contribute more to 
the general circulation of the scrip- 
tures in Ireland, than the partial ef- 
forts of individuals, or even of local 
and isolated societies. Their atten-. 
tion was, therefore, directed to the 
extending of their institution, by the 
formation of brunches of the society 
in such principal towns as their in- 
fluence extended to ; and, though 
they have to regret, that in some in- 
stances, their exertions have not yet 
been crowned with success, they 
have also the happiness of stating, 
that a second and highly respecta- 
ble branch of the society has been 
formed in Limerick, under the pa- 
tronage of cne of out vice presi- 
dents, the lord bishop of that see. 
We have the pleasure of adding, that 
the efforts of your committee have 
given rise to a bible society in Cork, 
though not connected with us. 

“ In the course of the correspon- 
dence on these subjects, in tihich 
your committee was engaged, it was 
suggested, that our former name, 
the * Dublin bible society/ was of 
too local a nature ; and that,' as our 
exertions were to be bounded only 
by our country, it was expedient, 
that our designation should be soffit 
ciently general, to point out ouf 
sphere of action. In consequence of 
this suggestion, a [general meeting 
was called, to which this subject 
was submitted ; and by which our 
present denomination, ‘ The Hiher* 
nian bible society/ was unanimous* 
ly adopted. 

“ The name of the society boiuf 
thus changed, your committee pufc 
lished the report of the former yeWi 
with the names of the officers oflH 
society, and a list of subsefita# 
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This publication has been extensive- 
ly circulated, and not without ef- 
fect in this, and the sister country, 

It has been the means of increasing 
the number of our membersal home; 
and such was the favourable impres- 
sion which it made on the commit- 
tee of the British and foreign bible 
society, in London, that they pre- 
sented us with the sum of 1001. ster- 
ling, as a testimony of their good 
will, and for an encouragement to 
greater exertion in the good cause 
in which we both were engaged. 

“ Among the many instances of 
polite attention which your commit- 
tee met with from several individu- 
als, they cannot deny themselves 
the pleasure of noticing the conduct 
of the venerable and highly repec- 
ted president of the royal Irish Aca- 
demy : when a deputation of their 
body waited on him for permission 
to hold the committee meetings in 
the academy house, he received 
them with the greatest kindness, en- 
tered warmly with them into the 
views of the society, and cheerfully 
complied with their request. 

“ Your committee have derived 
the greatest satisfaction from the ex- 
ertions of the gentlemen who consti- 
tute the committee of the Belfast 
branch of the society ; their co-ope- 
ration with us has been most cordial 
and active; they have laboured as- 
siduously to increase our general 
fund for the more extended circula- 
tion of the scriptures in their imme- 
diate vicinity. The plan they have 
adopted for this latter purpose, is 
worthy of imitation : they addressed 
a circular letter to the ministers of 
religioJT, of every denomination, in - 
Belfast and its neighbourhood, sta- 
ting the objects of their society, and 
requesting them to have a collection 
made in each of their places of wor- 
ship, on a particular day, in aid of 
the institution. 

“ Duringthetime yourcommittee 
have been in office, they have had 
repeated proofs of the necessity and 


usefulness of this sdciety: A very 
general desire to purchase and read 
the bible is prevalent in the country; 
and yet in several parts, the bible 
cannot be procured, at least, by the 
lower classes. A letter from a cler- 
gyman in a very populous district of 
the North of Ireland, stated to your 
committee, that the bible could not 
be procured there for any money. — 
From this circumstance, the society 
may judge, what must be the case 
in those parts of the land where the 
people are less instructed, and where 
books are still scarcer ; of the use- 
fulness of the society, the best proof 
is the following statement of the 
books circulated during the last year, 
viz. 


Bihles. 

Testaments. 


2446. } 
2452. J 


Total 4898. 


Remain in the Repository : — 


Bibles. 

Testaments. 


156r. I 
1362. J 


Total 2929. 


“ Encouraged by the notice which 
his grace the Duke of Richmond has 
taken of the society, by condescen- 
ding to become a benefactor to it, 
your committee have presented a 
memorial to his Excellency, praying 


permission to circulate our commu- 
nications through the country, Iree 
of postage. To this memorial we 
have not yet received an answer, as 
it is necessary his grace should con- 
sult the post-masters general, pre- 
vious to his communicating to us 


his final determination. 

Your committee will now lay 
before the society the state of their 
funds, which they regret to observe, 
are not as flourishing as they would 


wish. 

State of the Funds: 

Received during last year. /963 IT T 
Expended do. ®55 10 11 


Bal. in Treasurer’s hands. 108 6 8 

“ They shall conclude by urgin 
on each member of the society, th 
necessity of increased exertion in the 
best of causes. The improvement 
of our country >in civilization and 
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morals, and the increasing of the 
knowledge of salvation — of all the 
countries of the earth, we are among 
the most favoured by Providence, 
While other lands are wasted by fa- 
mine, or desolated by war, we are 
in the enjoyment of domestic peace 
and prosperity ; and surely the least 
return we can make to the bountiful 
author of these our blessings is, to 
diffuse amongst our countrymen, the 
knowledge of his gospel/' 

This report being read, the thanks 
of the society were presented to his 
grace the Duke of Richmond, for 
his donation of twenty guineas to the 
funds of the institution ; to the pa- 
tron, president, and vice-presidents ; 
to the treasurers, secretaries, and 
committee, and also to Richard 
Kirwan, Esq. President of the royal 
Irish Academy, for having accom- 
modated the committee with the use 
of the Academy-house to hold its 
meetings in. 

The noblemen and gentlemen who 
have acted as patron, president, 
and vice-presidents of the society 
during the last year were chosen, 
with the addition of the Rev. Mr. 
Bristow as a vice-president. The 
following gentlemen were appointed 
the committee for the ensuing year, 
Drs. Graves, Stopford, M* Do well ; 
the Rev. Messrs. Swertner, Morgan, 
Hutton, Pollock ; Messrs. Birch, 
Blood, Chambers, Clarke, Dugdale, 
Forster, Gordon, Guinness, Hall, 
Howie, Latouche, M'AuIey, Singer, 
Stott. 

The 6th general rule, which con- 
fined the number of the committee 
»o 15, having been previously altered. 

Messrs. Ponsonby and Bernard 
Shaw, were chosen treasurers, and 
the Rev. B. W. Mat hies and the Rev. 
W. Thorpe, secretaries. 

Before his grace the patron had 
left the chair, he most liberally pre- 
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sented the society with Ibe sura of 
one hundred pounds sterling. His 
grace having left the chair, Dr. 
Stopford being called to it, the 
thanks of the society were given to 
his grace, for his polite attention to 
the business of the day. 

Alter which the Meeting was ad- 
journed. 


REMARKABLE EPITAPH 
On a Stone in Bunhill Fields . 

Mr. Francis Smith, 

Late of London, Bookseller, 
(Whose grateful Memory 
May this Stone perpetuate) 
During the reign of Tyranny and 
Oppression in the 17th Century, for 
Urging the frequency of Parliaments, 
And publishing the Sentiments 
Of Freemen, 

Suffered much by 
Fines , Corporal Punishment , 
and 

Forty-one Imprisonments . 

Unremitted Severity 
Necessarily much impaired 
his Constitution : 

Yet, 

This spot did not receive him 
Till Heaven by the hand of the 
Glorious King William, 
Had restored to his 
Almost ruined Country, 

The Rights of Men, 

Of Christians, and 
Of Britons. 

He Died 

Keeper of the Custom House 
To that Great Prince, 

Dec. 22d, 1691. 

This Tomb was restored by 
His Descendant 
Thomas Cox, 

Citizen of London 1761. 
Who hopes to rest with his 
Fatuity iu the same plac$. 
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FRENCH OFFICIAL ACCOUNT OF 
THE CAMPAIGN 1NSPAIN. 

Paris , Nov. 17 — 21. 

FIRST BULLETIN OF THE 
ARMY OF SPAIN. 

Vittorio, Nov. 9- — Position of the 
French army on the 25th of Octo- 
ber : — 

Head quarters at Vittoria. 

The Marshal Duke of Cornrglia- 
na, with his left wing, along the 
banks of; the Arragon and »he Ebro. 
His head-quarters at Rafalla. 

The Marshal Duke of Elchingev* 
is with his head quarters at Guardia. 

The Marshal Duke of Istria has 
his head quarters at Miranda, with 
a garrison in Fort Pancorba. 

The General of division Merlin 
occupies with one division the heights 
of Durango, and presses upon the 
enemy, who seem disposed to attack 
the heights of Mondragoti. 

. The Marshal Duke of Dantzic, 
having arrived with the divisions of 
Sebastiani and Laval, the King was 
pleased to order the division of Mer- 
lin to return. 

The enemy being in the mean 
time in force at Lerin, and having 
occupied Viana, and several posts 
on the. left bank of the Ebro, the 
King ordered the Duke of Corncgli- 
ano to advance against the enemy. 
General Waltier, commander of the 
cavalry, and the brigades of Gene- 
rals Hubert, Brune, and Razout 
proceeded against the enemy's posts. 
On the 27th of October the enemy 
were defeated at all points. Twelve 
hundred men who were surrounded 
in Lerin, at first shewed a disposi- 
tion to defend themselves ; but Ge- 
neran Grandjcan having made his 
arrangements, defeated them com- 
pletely, making prisoners one colo- 
nel, two lieut.-colonels, 40 officers, 
and 1200 soldiers. These troops 
formed part of the camp of St.Roque, 


before Gibraltar. At the same time. 
Marshal, the Duke of Elchingen 
marched for Logrono, passed the 
Ebro, took 300 of the enemy pri- 
soners, pursued them several miles, 
and re established the bridge of 
Logrono. In consequence of this 
event, the Spanish General Pigna- 
telli, who commanded the insur- 
gents, was stoned by them ! 

. The troops of the traitor, Roma- 
na, and the Spanish piisoners in 
England, landed by the English in 
Spain, with the divisions of Gallicia, 
making together a force of 30,000 
men, threatened from Bilboa Mar- 
shal the Duke of Dantzic, who, led 
on by a noble ardour, advanced up- 
on them on the 31st of October, and 
drove them, at the point of the 
bayonet, from all their positions.— 
The troops of the Confederation of 
the Rhine, and particularly the corps 
of Baden, distinguished themselves. 

The Marshal Duke of Dantzic 
closely followed up his pursuit of 
the enemy, the whole 1st of Novem- 
ber, as far as Guenes, and entered 
Bilboa. In that city very conside- 
rable magazines were found. Seve- 
ral Englishmen were made prisoners. 
The enemy's loss, in killed and 
wounded, was considerable ; but we 
took very few of them prisoners.— 
Our loss consists of only 50 killed, 
and about 100 wounded. However 
praiseworthy this action was, it was 
to be wished that it had not taken 
place; the Spanish corps was in a 
situation to have been completely 
cut oft’. 

The corps of Marshal Victor ha- 
ving just arrived, was detached from 
Vittoria to Ordona. On the the 7th 
of Novembei, the enemy, reinforced 
by fresh troops from St. Andero, 
occupied the height of Guenes. The 
Marshal Duke of Dantzic advanced 
against them, and broke through 
their centre. The 58th and 32d 
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regiments distinguished themselves this army amount to little short of 
upon this occasion. - 20,000 men. The command of the 

Had these events occurred in the cavalry of the army was given to 
plains, not a man of the enemy Marshal the Duke of Istria; and 
would have escaped ; but the moun' the Emperor confided the command 
tains of St. Andero and Bilboa are of the second corps to Marshal the 
almost impassable. The Duke of Duke of Dalmatia. 

Dantzic pursued the foe during the On the 10th, at day break, the 
whole of the day in the passes of latter marshal marched at the head 
Valmaseda. of the division of Monton, to recon* 

In these various affairs, the enemy noitre the enemy. On reaching Ga* 
have lost in killed and wounded from monal, he was received with the 
3500 to 4000 men. discharge of thirty pieces of artille* 

The Duke of Dantzic particularly ry. This was the signal for ad van- 
praises the generals of division Laval cing at the pas de charge ; the in- 
and Sebastiani, the Dutch general fantry of the division of Monton at* 
Chassey, Colonel Lacoste, of the tacked them, supported by the ar- 
27th regiment of light infantry, Co- tillery. The Walloons and Spanish 
lonel Baco, of the 63d regiment of guards were defeated at the first 
the line, and the colonels of the re- onset. The Duke of Istria, at 
giments of Baden and Nassau, upon the head of his cavalry, attacked 
whom his Majesty has conferred re* them in flank. The enemy was coin- 
wards. pletely routed ; 3000 of them being 

The army is abundantly supplied left dead on the field. We took 12 
with provision, and the weather is pair of colouw 25 pieces of cannon, 
very fine/ and 3000 prisoners. The remainder 

Our columns are marching for- were completely dispersed. Our 
ward, and combining their move- troops entered the city of Burgos, 
ments. It is supposed that the intermixed with the enemy, and the 
head-quarters will move forward to cavalry pursued them in all direc- 
night from Vittoria. tions. 

second bulletin. This army of Estremadura, which 

Burgos, Nuv. 12. — The Duke of had come from Madrid by forced 
Dantzic entered Valmaseda in pur- marches, whose first enterprise was 
suit of the foe. the assassination of their unfortunate 

On the 8th General Sebastiani General Count Torres, and which 
discovered the rear guard of the in- was completely equipped with En- 
surgonts posted upon a high hill to glish arms, besides being ip the pay 
the right of Valmaseda : he imme- of England, is no longer in exis- 
diately advanced against them, de- tence. The colonel of the Walloon 
feated them, and took about 100 of guards, and a considerable number 
them prisoners. "of the superior officers, are prison- 

In the mean time the city of Bur- ers. Our loss was very inconsidei*- 
gos was occupied by the army of ble, consisting only of 12 or 1$ 
Estramadura, consisting of three di- killed, and at most fifty wounded; 
visions. The advanced guard was only one captain was killed by * 
composed of Walloons and Spanish cannon ball, 
guards ; and the students of the uni- This affair, which we owe to A# 
versities of Salamanca and Leon, excellent dispositions of the Duht 
divided into several battalions, and of Dalmatia, and the intrepidity 
some regiments of the line, with o- with which the Duke of Istria M 
ther corps raised since the insurrec- on the cavalry, does the gmtt* 
tion of Badajoz, made the whole of honour to the division of Montflf 
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though it is well known that this di- 
vision consists of corps whose name 
alone has for a long time been a title 
of honour. 

The castle of Burgos has been 
occupied, and was found in good 
condition ; it contained considerable 
quantities of flour, wine, and grain. 

On the 11th the Emperor review- 
ed the division of General Bonnet, 
and immediately detached it towards 
the entrance of the passes of St. An- 
dero. 

The position of the army this day 
is as follows : — . 

The Marshal Duke of Belluna is 
in close pursuit of the remains of 
the army of Gallicia. who are flying 
in the direction of Villarcayo and 
Reynosa, towards which points the 
Duke of Dalmatia is also marching. 
They can have no other resource 
than that of dispersing in the moun- 
tains, with the loss of artillery, bag- 
gage, and every thing that consti- 
tutes An army. 

His Majesty the Emperor is with 
his guard at Burgos. 

General Milhaud is marching with 
his division upon Falencia. Gene- 
ral Lasalle has taken possession of 
Lerroa. 

Thus, in an instant, have the ar- 
mies. of Gallicia been defeated, dis- 
persed, and partly annihilated, not- 
withstanding that all the corps of 
our, army have not yet come up. — 
Three-fourths of the cavalry, and 
almost, one half of the infantry re- 
main behind. 

The army of the insurgents exhi- 
bited the most singular contrast. In 
the pockets of the officers who were 
killed, were found lists of companies, 
having some of them the name of 
Company of Brutus , and some of 
them Company of the People, There 
\vere companies of students, and 
others that had the names of saints. 
Such were the military bands that 
Cpmpoaed the insurgent army of the 
peasants. Anarchy and confusion — 
jthese w$re what England sowed in 

TOL. IT, 
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Spain. What will she reap from 
them l The hatred of this brave 
people, when they are once enligh- 
tened, and under a good govern** 
ment ; for the rest, the extravagance 
of the leaders of the insurgents is 
every where notorious. Among the 
standards that that have fallen into 
our hands are some bearing a repre- 
sentation of the lion of Spain tearing 
in pieces the Imperial eagle. And 
who are they that have indulged in 
such emblems ? The worst troops 
that are in Europe. 

The cavalry of the army of Es- 
tremadura could not even so much 
as face us. The instant the 10th 
regiment of chasseurs came in sight 
of them, they were put to the rout, 
and were no longer to be seen. 

The Emperor reviewed the corps 
of the Duke of Dalmatia previous to 
its marching from Burgos in pursuit 
of the rear of the army of Gallicia, 
His Majesty has made various pro- 
motions, distributed rewards, and is 
extremely well satisfied with the con- 
duct of these troops. He has ex- 
pressed bis satisfaction to the con- 
querors of Medina, Rio Seco, and 
Burgos, the Marshal Duke of Istria, 
and Generals Merle and Monton. 

'' THIRD BULLETIN. 

Burgos , Nov. 13. — The army of 
Gallicia is flying from Bilboa, and 
is pursued by Marshal the Duke of 
Belluna in the direction of Espinosa, 
apd Marshal the Duke of Dantzic 
in that of Villarcayo. Marshal the 
Duke of Dalmatia has proceeded for 
Reynosa to cut off their retreat ; so 
that very important events may be 
expected. 

General Milhaud has entered Pa- 
lencia with his division of cavalry, 
and sent detachments to the passes 
of Reynosa in pursuit of a park of 
artillery, belonging to the army of 
Gallicia. 

The young students of Sajamanca, 
who thought of nothing short of the 
conquest of France, and the fanati- 
cal peasantry that already dreamed 
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of plundering Bayonne and Boor- 
deaux, and conceived that ihey 
were every where conducted by 
saints that had appeared to their 
cheating monks, now see all their 
mischievous illusions vanishing; their 
despair and confusion are at the 
height; they lament over the mis- 
fortunes to which they have become 
a prey, the falsehoods they have 
bci’ii made to believe, and the cause- 
less struggle in which they have in- 
volved themselves. 

'The whole plain of the Castiles is 
already covered with out cavalry; 
the ardour and zeal of onr troops 
enables them to march fourteen or 
fifteen miles a day, with great 
ease. Our piquets are upon the 
Douro, The whole coast, from 
St. Andero to Bilboa, is cleared of 
the enemy. 

The unfortunate city of Burgos, 
a prey to all the calamities of a city 
taken by storm, trembles with ter- 
ror. Priests, monks, and inhabi- 
tants, took to flight upon the first 
tidings of the battle, apprehensive 
that the soldiers of the army of Es- 
Iramadura would, as they gave out, 
defend themselves in their houses, 
and that they w’ould be first plun- 
dered by these, and afterwards by 
our soldiers, who, having driven 
out the enemy, would find no in- 
habitants there. 

Such men as M. Vanstien, who 
from the want of troops of the line, 
themselves incapable of opposipg onr 
eagles, encourage the extravagant 
Idea of an insurrection en masse , 
ought to be sensible of the evils re- 
sulting from it, and the very incon- 
siderable obstacles which such a re- 
source can offer to regular troops. 

In Burgos and the environs, a 
quantity of wool has been found, to 
the amount of 30 millions, which 
his Majesty the Emperor has order- 
ed to be put under sequestration. 
All the wool belonging to iftonks, 
or any other persons who have join- 
ted the insurgents, will be confisca- 


ted a tid appropriated in the fatm* 
stance to the inderooi fixation of tbs 
losses sustained by the French * ter 
even at Madrid, Frenchmen tern 
dent theie for forty years % fc&wbee* 
stripped of their prcqserty. Tbow 
Spaniards who have been faithful to 
their King were declared e»hn( 
The property of the most' virtuosi 
and enlightened minister, AssUMJ 
of the most able seaman Massmtdsf* 
and of the best soldier m Spsi 
O'Farril, has been publicly sdfe 
That of Campo d’Alange, respect* 
ble for bis virtues, his repot&fttffc 
and his wealth, being the owneref 
60,000 Merinos, and having an«* 
nual income of three miliibB*, fete 
become the prey of these frantic 
ceedings. 

Another measure ordered- » by tit 
Emperor, is the confiscation etofl 
English goods and colonial prodtMd 
landed in Spain since the 
tion. The merchants of LontJeftfe 
very well to send their wieruliandi# 
to Lisbon, Oporto, and the portksf 
Spain. The more they seml^Jbl 
greater the contribmiGttwafeftflidk 
they supply us ! **. *'*A 

The city of Paleocva, gemfeW 
by a worthy bishop has recteteudmk 
troops with kindness 
suffers none of the evils of WteMf gW 

A virtuous bishop' wto'eluM I 
the doctrines of the gospel ApMP 
is inspired with chrisriap^cfe rt|| 
tend from whose lips 
but honey, is the greatest 
that Heaven can best*# 
people; but an ambitious, t ttBo miW t 
and wicked prelate* who |AMl m 
nothing but insoTreotiotv 
dience, and disorder, irfe wtbltet 
that God has sent in 
nations to mislead 'bent, i **** 
ting the very fountain 

In the prisons 1 >f Bwjpl'itel 
great number ef monla, mih>^tete 
stoned by the peasantry. ■* 
said they to them, 
have plunged us in$a 
scry; perhaps Ws+sMlwm MP# 
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beholdt our unhappy wives and our poor 
children. IV retches / a righteous God 
r^ill punish you in hell for all the cola - 
nrities you have brought on our fami~ 
hes and our county: 

FOURTH BULLETIN. 

Burgos , Nov. 15. — -His Majesty 
yesterday reviewed the division of 
Marchand. He appointed the most 
meritorious officers and sub-officers, 
to till the vacant commissions, and 
bestowed rewards upon the soldiers 
that distinguished themselves. His 
Majesty was highly pleased with 
these troops, who had just arrived, 
without a single halt, from the bor- 
ders of the Vistula. 

> The Duke of Elchingen has set 
•ff from Burgos. 

The Emperor reviewed his guard 
this morning upon the plain of Bur- 
gos. His Majesty afterwards in- 
spected the division of Dessollos, 
and filled up all the vacancies in 
that division. 

; Events are in preparation, and all 
is in progress. Nothing can suc- 
ceed in war that is not the result of 
a well-digested plan. 

Among the prisoners were some 
who had on their buttons an eagle le- 
versedjwith two arrows, and the mot- 
to, “ To the Conqueror of France.” 
By this ridiculous bravado, we may 
easily recognize the countrymen of 
'Don Quixote. 

It would be impossible to find 
worse troops either in the mountains, 
or the plains. Clownish ignorance, 
silly conceits, cruelty towards the 
weak, and baseness and cowardice 
towards the strong-— such is the 
sad scene we have before us. The 
monks and the inquisition have 
plunged this nation into barbarism. 

Ten thousand light infantry and 
dragoons, with £4 field -pieces, march- 
ed off on the 1 1th. to attack the 
rear of the English division that was 
aaid to be at Valladolid; These 
brave fellows went over thirty-four 
miles of ground in two days, but 
0\\t hopes were disappointed. We 


entered Palencia and Valladolid* 
and advanced even six miles further, 
and found no Englishmen, but abun- 
dance of promises and assurances. 

In the mean time, it appears cpr^ 
tain, that a division of their troops 
has disembarked at Corunna, and 
that a nother division, at the begins 
ning of this month, entered Badajo*. 
The day we fall in with them will 
be a day of festivity to the French 
army. May they moisten with their 
blood that continent which they 
have desolated by their intrigues, 
their monopoly, and their horribly 
selfishness! May they, instead at 
£0,000, be 80 or 100,000 strong; 
that the English mothers may learn 
what the calamities of war are, and 
that the English government may 
not always continue to sport with 
the lives and blood of the people qf 
the continent. 

The greatest falsehoods, the basest 
means, have been employed by En- 
glish machiavelism to mislead the 
Spanish nation; but the bulk of jt 
is still good. Biscay, Navarre, Old 
Castile, and the greater part of Ar- 
ragon itself, are well disposed. The 
nation in general beholds with tli^e 
most profound sorrow, the abyss in- 
to which it is plunged, and will 
speedily curse the authors of so many 
calamities. 

Florida Blanca, who is at the 
head of the insurgents, is the person 
who was minister under Charles 111. 
He was always the sworn enemy of 
France, and the zealous partizan of 
England. It is to be hoped that he 
will, in the evening of his days, dis- 
cover the errors of his political life, 
lie is an old man, who, to the 
blindest attachment to the English, 
adds the most credulous supersti- 
tion, His confidants and friends 
are the most fanatical and stupid o{ 
the monks. 

Tranquillity is restored at Burgos 
and the environs. To the first mo- 
ment of fury confidence had suc- 
ceeded. The peasants haye retura- 
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ed to their villages, and are again 
pursuing their labours. 

FIFTH BULLETIN. 

Bur go*> Nov . l6. — The fate of 
the array of Estremadura has been 
decided on the plains of Burgos. 
The Gallician army, beaten in the 
battles of Durango, Guenes, and 
Valmaseda, has been dispersed in 
the battle of Espinosa. This army 
was composed of the ancient Spanish 
troops which were in Portugal and 
Gallicia, and which quitted Porto 
towards the end of June ; the militia 
of Gallicia, Asturias, and Old Cas- 
tile; of 5000 Spanish prisoners, 
which the English bad cloathed and 
armed at their expence, and disem- 
barked at St. Ander; of the volun-' 
teers of Gallicia, of regiments of 
artillery, and of the troops which 
the traitor Romana had carried away 
from the north. This army had the 
presumption to attempt cutting off 
our communication with Biscay. 
For ten days it was driven from post 
to post ; at last, on the 10th. of No- 
vember, it arrived at Espinosa, 
where, in order to save its artillery, 
magazines, &c. it formed in order 
of battle, as it believed itself in a 
situation not to be forced. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon, 
Marshal Bellune arrived in front of 
the enemy. Gen. Pacthod was or- 
dered to carry a small battery ocr 
cupied by the troops of the traitor 
Romana, This position was excel/ 
lent, and defended by their best 
troops; but Gen. Pacthod, with his 
corps, fell upon these troops who 
had abused our confidence, and vio- 
lated their oaths. In an instant 
they were broken and precipitated 
down the precipices. The Prince's 
regiment was destroyed. The ene- 
my made several attacks, in all of 
which they were defeated. During 
the night both armies remained in 
their positions. Whilst this was ta- 
king place, the Duke of Dalmatia 
marched towards Reynosa, the only 
retreat of the enemy. At break of 


day the enemy met* fHttdcwl bod* 
on the right and left by the Duker 
of Dantzic and Bellune, while Gen. 
Meuron advanced against his centrtr 
The enemy fled, throwing away tbsir 
arms and colours, and abandoning 
their artillery. The Duke of Dant* 
sic took, at Reynosa, their artillery, 
magazines, and baggage, and made 
9 ome prisoners. Thus the eifrroy 
have been turned, not only at jfUf* 
nosa, but at Palencia. Sixty pieces 
of cannon have been taken, 20/W& 
men killed or prisoners, two Spwadi 
Generals killed ; all the auccours ki 
arms, &c. sent by 
fallen into our hands. 
himself by taking to 
mountains. Romana, with- a fete 
thousand men, is marching toward# 
Santander. Our loss is trifling fa 
these contests, not exceeding *80 
killed, and S00 wounded. We ha## 
not lost any officer of distinctiwj 
SIXTH BULLETINi+*»Wr 

Burgos , Nov. 18. — Of the^WJ# 
men who composed the 
Gallicia, part have been killed***® 
taken, and the rest dispersed. 
remaining arrive daily at our pusjs. 
The General of division, ,Debim$ 
has taken 500 prisoners in thawtth 
rons of Vasconcelles. Ooionab^Kll* 
chell, who commands the 
ment of Chasseurs, 

escort having made sofad^W^SR 
they were all put to the 
General Rennet, with his diviSHif, 
fell in with the head of a cblanHfitf 
fugitives, consisting of 2000 rtifcbi 
they were partly taken, and pat# 
destroyed. • 

Marshal the Duke of hftftSTwIw 
commands the cavalry of tfaTftfmf, 
entered Aranda on the l6tltM&*Mta» 
Our advanced parties of 
the left as far as Soria attd'MbiHH 
and on the right to Leoiv end 
ra. ' The enemy evacuetcd v Ai*fl$ 
with the utmost, precipkatwfy dMr 
ing there four piece# of caiuloB|| f | 
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considerable magazine of biscuit, 
4000 quintals of grain ; and a large 
quantity of clothing was found in 
the town. In Rtynosa numerous 
English effects were found, and a 
considerable quantity of provisions 
ot every description. The inhabi- 
tants of Montana, and of the whole 
plain of Castile, which extends to 
Portugal, and of tbe province of 
Spain, detest and curse the authors 
of this war, and earnestly demand 
peace and repose. — Twenty thou- 
sand bales of wool, worth from 15 
to 20 millions, which were seized at 
Burgos, have been sent to Bayonne. 

SEVENTH BULLETIN. 

Burgos , Nov . 20. — On the l&tb. 
the van of the Marshal Duke of 
Dalmatia entered St. Andero, and 
found there a large quantity of flour, 
ammunition, and English goods. 
Tbe bishop of St. Andero, animated 
rather with the spirit of the devil, 
than that of the gospel, always 
marching with a cutlass by his side, 

' has taken shelter on board the En- 
glish frigates. The cavalry of Ge- 
neral Lasalie has pushed its ad- 
vanced posts as far as Torno Sierra. 
Tbe regiments of Zamora and of the 
Princess, which formed part of Ro- 
mana's division, are entirely annihi- 
lated. 

EIGHTH BULLETIN, 

Burgos , Nov . 22. — The Duke of 
Dalmatia is following his successes 
with the utmost activity. A convoy 
of artillery, ammunition, and En- 
glish muskets, were taken in the 
port of Cunikar, the very moment 
the ships were on the point of getting 
under weigh. General Sarrat, at 
the head of his brigade, continues 
vigorously to pursue the enemy. 
He has passed Montana and entered 
Asturia. The light companies of 
the 36th. regiment have seized in the 
port of Santillana, the English con- 
voy, laden with sugar, coffee, cot- 
ton, and other colonial commodities. 
The number of English vessels, rich- 


ly laden, which have been taken on 
this coast, amounts already to 25. 

Tbe 7th. corps of the army of 
Spain, commanded by General Go-* 
vion St. Cyr, has also began prepa- 
ration, On the 6th. November, the 
place of Rosas was invested by Ge- 
nerals Reille and Peno, and the 
heights of St. Pedro were carried by 
the Italians — a large number of Mi- 
quelets and English occupied the 
port of Silva; they were attacked by 
General Fontana, at th^e head of 
three battaliiens of light infantry, 
and driven into the sea, with the loss 
of ten 24-pounders, four of which 
were English, which they had ‘not 
time to embark. — On the 8th. the 
garrison of Rosas made a sortie in 
three columns, protected by the 
guns of the English ships. General 
Mazuchelli killed 600 of them, and 
repulsed the rest. It is supposed 
that the head -quarters will be re- 
moved from Burgos in the course of 
the night. 

NINTH BULLETIN. 

Aranda , Nov, 25. — The military sys- 
tem of the Spaniards seems to have been 
as follows : — On the left was the army 
of Gailicia, one moiety of which was 
composed of troops of the line, and of 
aH the resources of Gailicia, Asturia, 
and Leon. In the centre was the army 
of Estreraadura, which the English 
troops had promised to support, and 
which was composed of all the resources 
of Estreraadura and the neighbouring 
provinces. The army of Andalusia, 
Valencia, [New Castile, and Arragon, 
stated to amount to 80,000 men, occu- 
pied, the 20th of November, Calabcarn, 
Tudela, and the borders of Arragon. 
This army supported the right of the 
enemy, and was composed of the troops 
who formed the camp of St. Rocb, and 
of the whole force of Andalusia, Valen- 
cia, Carthagena, and Madrid. It is 
against this army the French troops 
are now manceuvering; the rest haring 
been dispersed and destroyed in the 
battles of Espinosa and Burg09. The 
head-quarters were removed on the 
22d, from Burgos to Lerma, and on the 
23d. from Lerma to Aranda. .The Duke 
of Elchingen marched on the 2 2d. to 
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Soria. The town w as disarmed, and a 
committee of well disposed persons ap- 
pointed for the administration of the 
province. The Duke is now in Medina. 
Cell, and his light troops scour the 
road from Saragossa to Madrid. On 
the 22d. the Dukes of Montebello and 
Corregliano, formed a junction near 
the bridge of Lodosa. On the 24th. the 
Duke of Bcllune removed his head- 
quarters to Venta Gornez. Almost all 
the roads of communication between 
Madrid and ihe Northern provinces are 
intercepted by our troops, whose light 
parties have picked up a great number 
of couriers and mails. The utmost con- 
fusion seems to prevail in Madrid, and 
the whole nation anxiously desires the 
restoration of that tranquillity and 
peace, of which .Spain has been depri- 
ved by the puerile arrogance and cri- 
minal cunning of a few intriguers. It 
appears didicult for the army which 
forms the right of the enemy, and is 
now on the banks of the Ebro, to fall 
back on Madrid, and the south of 
Spam. The events which are now pre- 
paring, will probably decide the fate of 
this other moiety of the Spanish army. 
For these three days we have had damp 
hazy weather, which is more hurtful to 
the natives of the country than to men 
accustomed to the climate of the North, 
General St. Cyr continues vigorously to 
push on the siege of Rosas. 

TENTH BULLETIN. 

Aranda dt Douro. Nov. 26. — It ap- 
pears that the Spanish forces amount to 
one hundred and eighty thousand effec- 
tive men. — Eighty thousand effective 
men, making 60,000 men under arms, 
which composed the armies ofGallicia 
and Estramadura, under the command 
of Blake, Komnna, and Galuzzo, have 
been dispersed and rendered incapable 
of service. 

The army of Andalusia, , Valencia, 
New Castile, and Arragon, under the 
command ofCastanos, Penas, and Pa- 
Infox, which appeared also to consist 
of eighty thousand men, that is to say 
sixty thousand under arms, will in a 
few days have accomplished its desti- 
nies. Marshal the Duke of Montebello 
has orders to attack it in front with 
thirty thousand men, whilst the Dukes 
of Etchingen and Beliuno are already 
posted in its rear. 

There remains 60,000 effective men, 
which may yield 40,000 men in arms, of 
which $o/QQO are in Catalonia, and IP 
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thousand at Madrid, Valencia, and the 
other depots, or on the march. 

Before lie had advanced a step be- 
yond the Douro, the Emperor had ta- 
ken the resolution to annihilate the 
armies of the centre and the left, and 
to make that of the right, under Gen. 
Castanos, share the same fate. When 
this plan shall have been executed, the 
march to Madrid will be but a prome- 
nade. This grand design must, at this 
present time, be accomplished. 

As to the corps in Catalonia, being 
composed of the troops of Valencia, 
Murcia, and Grenada, these provinces 
when menaced, will withdraw their 
troops, if the state of the comunication 
should then admit of it; at all events, 
the seventh corps, after having termi- 
nated the siege of Rosas, will give an 
account of that corps. At Barcelona, 
General Dubesme, with 15,000 men, 
provisioned for six months, will answer 
for*that important place. 

We have not yet spoken of the En- 
glish forces. It appears, that there is 
one division in Gallicia, and that ano- 
ther division made its appearance at 
Badajoz, towards the close of last 
month. If the English have any cavalry, 
we should have discovered it, because 
our light troops have proceeded almost 
to the frontiers of Portugal. If they 
have infantry, they probably do uot 
mean to employ them in favour of their 
allies; for it is now thirty days since 
the campaign has opened ; three pow- 
erful armies have beeu destroyed; an 
immense quantity of artillery has been 
taken; the provinces of Castile, Mon- 
tana, Arragon ,&c. have been conquered; 
in fine, the fate of Spain and Portugal has 
been decided, and nothing lias been 
heard of any movement of the English 
troops. — Nevertheless not one half of 
the French army has yet arrived ; a 
part of the 4th. corps of the army, the 
whole of the 5th. and 8th. six regiments 
of light cavalry, many companies of 
artillery and miners, and a great num- 
ber of men belonging to the regiments 
in Spain, have not yet passed the Bi- 
dassoa. 

The Ferret, and English brig, which 
sailed from Portsmouth on the 11 th. of 
this month, cast anchor on the 22d. io 
the port of St. Andero, not aware that 
it was in the possession of the French: 
Slit* had important dispatches on board, 
and many English papers, all of wbicfc 
have btcu Ukeu* 


Digitized by LjOOQle , 



1#08«] Foreign i 

A lafcge quantity of Jesuits bark, and 
other colonial articles, was found at St h 
An Hero, and sent to Bayonne. 

The Duke of Dalmatia has entered 
Asturias ; several cities and many vill- 
ages, have offered to Submit, in order 
to escape the gulph prepared for them 
by foreign councils and the passions of 
the multitude. 

ELEVENTH BULLETIN. 

Aranda de Douro , Nov. 97. His 
Majesty on tire 19th inst. sent off the 
Marsha! Duke of Montebello, with 
instructions for the movements of the 
left, of which he gave him the com- 
mand. The Duke of Montebello and 
the Duke of Corregliano concerted 
measures together at Lodosa, on the 
20th, for the execution of the orders of 
his Majesty. On *the 21&t the division 
of General Lagrange, with the brigade 
of light cavalry of General Colbert, 
and tlie brigade of dragoons of General 
Dijon, set out from Logrono by tlie 
right of the Ebro. At the same time 
the four divisions, composing the corps 
of the Dctke of Corregliano, passed the 
river of Lodosa, abandoning the whole 
country between die Ebro and Pam- 
peluna. 

On die 83d, at the break of day 
the French army began its inarch. It 
took its direction to Cuiahorn, whero, 
on t he ,e veiling before, were the head- 
quarters of Castanos; it found that 
town evacuated; and afterwards march- 
ed upon Alfaro ; the enemy had in like 
manner retreated. — On the 23d, at 
break of day, the general of division, 
Lefebvre, at tlie head of the cavalry, 
and supported by the division of Gen, 
Morlet, forming the advanced guard* 
met with the enemy — he immediately 
gave information to the Duke of Mon- 
tebello, who found the army Of the 
enemy in seven divisions, consisting 
of 45,000 men, under arms, with its 
right before Tudela, and its left occu- 
pying a line of a league and a half; a 
disposition absolutely bad. The Arra- 
gouesse were on the right," the troops 
rctf Valencia and New Castile in the 
•centre, and the three divisions of 
Andulusia, which General Castanos 
'Commanded more especially, formed 
She left— 49 pieces of cannon covered 
the enemy’s line. At nine in the 
morning, the columns of the French 
army began to deploye with that order, 
that regularity and coolne&9, which 
characterise veteran trloops. Situations 
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were chosen for establishing battreriee 
with sixty peices of cannon, but the 
impetuosity of the troops and the in* 
quietude of the enemy, did not alio# 
time for this. The Spanish army waft 
already vanquished by the order and 
movements of the French army. Tim 
Duke of Montebello caused the centre 
to be pierced by the division of Gen, 
Maurice Mathieu. The General of 
division Lefebvre, with his cavalry, 
immediately passed on the trot through 
this opening, and took a circuit by a 
quarter which enveloped on the left the 
whole right of the enemy. The mo- 
ment when half of the enemy’s linn 
found itself thus turned and defeated, 
was that in which General Lagrange 
attacked the village of Cascante, wbenfc 
the line of Castanos was placed, winch 
did not exhibit a better countenance 
than the right ; but abandoned the 
field of battle, leaving behind it its 
artillery and a great number of pri* 
toners. The cavalry pursued the re- 
mains of the enemy’s army to Maiten, 
in the direction of Saragossa ; and to 
Tarracona, in the direction of Agreriat 
Seven standards, thirty pieces of cannon, 
with all their furniture, If colonels, 
300 officers, and 3000 men, have been 
taken ; 4000 Spaniards have been left 
dead on the field of battle, or driven 
into the Ebro. Our loss has been 
trifling ; we have had sixty men killed^ 
and 400 wounded ; among the latter is 
the general of division Lagrange, who 
has received a bullet in the arm.— Our 
troops found at Tudela a number of 
magazines. 

The Marshal Duke of Corregliatio 
has begun his march upon Saragossa * 
while a part of the fugitives retired to 
thi9 place, the left of which had been 
cut off, fled in disorder to Tarracona 
and Agreda. The Duke of Elchingen, 
who was on the 22d at Soria, ought to 
have been on the 23d at Agreda ; in 
that case, not a man would have es- 
caped. But this corps being too much 
fatigued, remained at Soria the SSd 
and 24th. He arrived at Agreda oh 
the 25th, still sufficiently in time to 
seize a great number of magazines. 
One named Palafox, formerly a garde 
du corpe, a man wiihont talents, and 
without courage, a kind of insignificant 
monk, the true head of a party which 
acquired him the name of general, waft 
tlie first to take flight. This is not the 
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first time he has acted in that manner- 
lie has done the same on atl occasions. 

This army of 45,000 has been thus 
beaten and defeated, without our ha- 
ving more than 6000 men engaged. 
The hattie of Burgos has struck the 
centre of the enemy, and the battle of 
Espinosa the right. The battle of Tu- 
dela has struck the left. — Victory has 
thus struck our foe as with a thunder- 
bolt, and dispersed the whole league 
of the enemy. 

TWELFTH BULLETIN. 

Aranda, Nov. 1*8. — At the battle of 
Tudela, the General of division, La- 
grange, charged with the attack of 
Cascante, ordered his divisions to march 
by escheions, and put himself at the 
bead of the first division, composed of 
the 25th regiment of light infantry, 
which fell upon the enemy with such 
impetuosity, that 200 Spaniards were 
billed in the first charge of the bayonet. 
The other escheions could not come up. 
This singularity spread consternation 
and disorder among the troops of Cas- 
tanos. It was at this moment that Ge- 
neral Lagrange, who was at the head 
of the first eschclon, received a ball, 
which wounded him dangerously. On 
the 26th the Duke of Echlingin advan- 
ced by Tarracone to Borga. The ene- 
my had destroyed 60 tumbrils which 
they had at Tarracone. Gen. Maurice 
Jdatthieu arrived on the 25th at Borja, 
pursuing the enemy, and every moment 
taking fresh prisoners, the number of 
which already amounts to 5000. They 
are all troops of the line. No quarter 
was given tQ any of the peasants who 
were found in arms. We took 37 pie- 
ces of cannon. Disorder and delirium 
have seized upon their leaders. Their 
first proceeding was a violent manifesto, 
in which they declared war against 
France. They imputed to her all the 
disorders of their court, the degeneracy 
of Ui€ race which reigned, and the 
baseness of the great, who, for many 
years have prostrated themselves in the 
most abject mnnnner at the feet of the 
idol, which they load with all their rage 
now he is fallen. They have a very 
false idea in Germany, Italy, and 
trance, of Spanish monks, ifthe^ com- 
pare them tu the monks which exist in 
those countries. We find among the 
Benedictines, &c. in France and Italy, 
a crowd^f men, remarkable in sciences 
and literature ; they are distinguished 
by their education, and by the honour- 


able and useful class to which they 
belong. The Spanish monks, on the 
contrary, are drawn from the very dregs 
of the people ; they are ignorant and 
drunken, and can only be compared to 
people employed in slaughter-houses: 
they are ignorant, and have the very 
manner and appearance of it : it is 
only over the lowest classes that they 
have any influence. A citizen would 
think himself dishonoured in admitting 
a monk to his table. As to the unlor- 
tunate Spanish peasants, we can only 
compare them to the Fellahs of Egypt; 
they have uo property ; every thing 
belongs to the monks or some powerful 
house. The liberty to keep an inn is a 
feudal right ; yet in a country so fa- 
voured by nature, we find neither posts 
nor inns. The taxes even are alienated, 
and belong to the /Lord. The great 
have degenerated to such a degree, 
that they are without energy, without 
mAit, and even without influence. We 
every day find at Valladolid and be- 
yondjit, considerable magazines of arms. 
The English faithfully executed that 
part of their engagement ; they pro- 
mised muskets, poignards, and libels; 
these they have sent in profusion ; their 
inventive spirit has been signalised, 
and they have carried to a great length 
the art of spreading libels, as o( late 
they have distinguished themselves by 
their fire rockets. All the evils, all the 
scourges, which can afflict mankind, 
come from London. 

THIRTEENTH BULLETIN. 

St. Martin, near Madrid . Dec. 2 .— 
On the 29th ult. the head-quarters of 
the Emperor was removed to the village 
of Bozcguillas. On the 30 th, at break 
of day, the Duke of Bellunc presented 
himself at the foot of the Somesicrn. 
A division of 13,000 men of the Spanish 
army of reserve defended the passage 
of the mountains. The enemy thought 
themselves unattackable in that position. 
They had entrenched themselves in l lie 
narrow pass called Puerto, with 16 
pieces of cannon. • The 9th light infan- 
try marched upon the right, the 96th 
upon the causeway, and the 24tb fol- 
lowed by the side , of the heights on the 
left. Gen, Senarmont, with six pieces 
of artillery, advanced by the causeway. 
The action commenced by the firing ot 
inusquetry and cannon ; a charge made 
by General Monthruo, at the head of 
the Polish light horse, decided tlie nfFair. 
It was a most brilliant one ; and tb* 
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regiment has covered itself with glory, 
and proved that it was worthy to form 
a part of the imperial guard. Banners, 
flags, muskets, soldiers, all were taken 
or cut to pieces. — Eight Polish light 
horse were killed by the cannon, and 
16 have been wounded. Among the 
latter is Captain Dzievancski, who was 
dangerously wounded, and lies almost 
without hopes of recovery, Major Segur 
Marshal of the EtnperoPs household, 
charged among the Polish troops and 
received many wounds, one of which 
is very severe. 16 pieces of cannon, ten 
flags, thirty covered chests, two hun- 
dred waggons laden with all kinds of 
baggage, are the fruirs of this brilliant 
affair. Among the prisoners, which 
are very numerous; are all the colonels 
or lieutenant-colonels of the corps of 
the Spanish division. All the soldiers 
would have been taken if they had not 
thrown away their arms and dispersed 
in the mountains. On the 1st of lle- 
cemher, the head-quarters of the Em-, 
peror were at 8t. Augustin; and on the 
fid the Duke of [stria, with the cavalry, 
commanded the heights of Madrid. 
The infantry could not arrive before the 
3d. The intelligence which we have 
hitherto received, leads us to think that 
this town is suffering under all kinds of 
disorders, and that the doors are barri- 
cudoed. — The weather is very fine. 

SPANISH ACCOUNTS. 
Dispatches from Lieutenant Gen. Don 
Joaquin Blake. 

• Aranjucz , Nov. 14.— The secretary 
of state for the war department has re- 
ceived the following dispatches from 
Lieut. Gen. Joaquin Blake, dated at 
Valmaseda, on the 7th and 8th inst. — 
Most Excellent Seignor — In order to 
secure the means of re-concentrating 
my forces, a matter of importance upon 
all occasions, and more particularly 
under the circumstances of my army 
being attacked by such superior num- 
bers, and to approximate the only road, 
by which I could procure the means of 
subsistence, I determined on the 3d 
inst, to unite the different divisions, 
including that of the North, which had 
just reached the vicinity of the little 
town of Neva. AH effected a junction, 
with the exception of the second divi- 
sion of Galiicia, and a part of the 
troops of Asturias, forming a corps 
ttndef the command of Jiis excellency 
TO*. IT, 
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DoO Vincent Acevedo, This corps 
was attacked by the enemy, in supe- 
rior force, on the 8d instant between 
Llanieno and Menagarai ; and the ene- 
my, though vigorously repulsed, took 
a position between the corps under 
Seignor Acevedo and the army, appa- 
rently, and according to the information 
I received, with the expectation of a 
reinforcement, in order to prevent 
Acevedo from effecting a junction with 
me. This information readied me on 
the morning of the 4ili. I instantly 
saw the necessity of a decisive move- 
ment against the enemy, and accor- 
dingiy gave orders that, the same night, 
the third division, commanded by Don 
Francisco Riquelme, with one of the 
corps of Asturians, under the command 
of field Marshal Don Gregorio Quiros* 
should proceed in quest of, and attack 
the Corps of the enemy that intercepted 
the passage of Acevedo; that the 4th 
division ami the advanced guard should 
march for Valmaseda, with the view 
of attacking whatever troops of tho 
enemy tlr-v might fall in ^'ith; that the 
1st and reserve should proceed, under 
my immediate command, to Gordejuela, 
to cut off the communication between 
the different French divisions; and, 
finally, that the corps of the North 
should t cmain posted at Bcrron, as a 
general reserve. 

At the very instant of commencing 
our march, I received advice that tha 
corps of Seignor Acevedo had been ablo 
to change its position, and had taken 
up a new and very advantageous ono 
between Gordejuela, Valmaseda, and 
Orrantia; but that the enemy, in con- 
siderable numbers, were still occupied 
in watching its movements. This new 
disposition of Seignor del Acevedo 
necessarily led to some alteration in 
mine. The troops under Seignor* 
Quiros and Riquelme were accordingly 
ordered to attack the enemy, which, 
from the indications they had shewn, 
and from the information of the peasan- 
try, were supposed to be at Arciniega. 
Their main body was conceived to bo 
at Orrantia, and I took upon myself 
the task of dislodging them, with tho 
1st, the advanced guard, and the re- 
serve. The 4th, under the command, 
ad interim , of Brigadier Dun Esteban 
Poriier, owing to the indisposition of 
Marquis del Poatazgo, pursued tbehr 
original destination to V*liA*«eda, kj M 
3 » 
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under a caution of not attacking, should 
they Tall in with a superior force. 

I ani at a loss to w hat I should ascribe 
the resolution taken by the French to 
draw off their forces from the corps of 
Acevedo ; hut certain it is, that at 
Orrnntin and Arcinicga we met only 
with accounts of their retreat, which 
they had effected the same night ; and 
thus the divisions, which it was our 
object to disengage, happily joined us. 
The 4th division, however, was more 
fortunate than the rest; for, reaching 
the environs of'Valmaseda, where there 
were TOGO of the enemy, under l lie 
command of the general of division, 
Villat, they attacked them with the 
greatest impetuousity, drove them out 
of the town, and pursued them more 
than a Icasue, when they halted, in 
consequeoce of night coming on. The 
enemy fled in the utmost disorder, ha- 
viug suffered a very great loss in killed 
and wounded. We also took 40 of 
them prisoners, among whom was an 
officer ; aad they left in our hands a 
four-pounder and two ammunition wag- 
gons, in serviceable condition ; five 
baggage or provision waggons, some of 
them belonging to their general’s esta- 
blishment ; papers also belonging to 
the latter, and an immense number of 
other articles of booty. What much 
contributed to decide this brilliant affair 
was the rapidity and ardor with which 
some corps of the Asturians, and of the 
fd division of Gallicia, descended upon 
Valmascda, the instant they observed 
the contest which the 4th division was 
commencing. This and the above- 
mentioned corps have acquired an in- 
disputable right to the esteem of their 
fellow countrymen, a claim which in- 
deed belongs indiscriminately to all our 
inimitable soldiers, who, continually in 
the open air since the 23 d ult. during 
rainy nights and the most inclement zcea - 
ther. all without hats , and a great part 
of them without clothe I, or even shoes or 
$ toe kings, and , what is more, passing 
whole days without food , uuderwent with 
alacrity the greatest fatigues, exhibiting 
not the smallest symptom of dissatis- 
faction under such extraordinary priva- 
tions, and manifesting no other wish 
than that of destroying the enemy by 
the sacrifice of their own lives. 

The above I have transmitted to your 
excellency, that you may be pleased 
to communicate the same to lus Ma- 


May God preserve your excellency 
many years ! Joaquin Blase. 

Valmaseda f Nov. 7. 

Most Excellent Seignor. — Being with- 
out positive information of the force 
and situation of the enemy, which it 
was indispensibly necessary I should 
obtain, with a view to regulate my 
operations, I marched yesterday with 
the 1st. and 2d. divisions, in the direc- 
tion ofGuinos, and ordered the advance 
guard to proceed by Gordejuela, as far 
as Sodupe. The body of troops, under 
my immediate command, very soon fell 
in with four French regiments, forming 
an effective force of 8000 men, and a 
firing took place, which lasted the whole 
of the day, without any advantage on 
either side. Towards dusk, the enemy 
fell hack a little, and we suspended the 
movements which we had begun to make 
from right to left, witl) the view of at- 
tacking them in a new direction. 

We should have executed our medi- 
tated attack this morning, with every 
prospect of success, had not the ex- 
treme inclemency of the night, and the 
exhausted condition of|the troops from 
want of food, and intolerable fatigue, 
compelled me to endeavour to procure 
for them some shelter, rest, aud re- 
freshment; I therefore marched them 
back to head quarters here a little be- 
fore day break. 

The force of the enemy has been 
ascertained by the declaration of some 
of the prisoners, and also that Marshal 
Lefebvre commanded in the action. I 
learn that the vanguard was attacked 
by 5000 men, and that, after maintain- 
ing their ground with their usual firm- 
ness, night also put an end to the 
conflict. 

In communicating the above to your 
excellency, and requesting that you 
will have the goodness to submit the 
same to his Majesty’s consideration, I 
cannot but mention, in terms of tho 
warmest commendation, the gallantry, 
constancy, patience under fatigue and 
privations, and distinguished patriotism, 
manilested by the generals, officers, 
and soldiers. 

I ought not to omit to state, that io 
the number of the wounded is Seignor 
Birch, captain in the service of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, an officer of distin- 
guished skill and cool resolution, who 
w'ould not leave the field until he waf 
carried oft by the troops. I was a/so 
assisted by the Lieut, col. Seignor Car- 
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rol, who, for three months, has been 
with his army in that capacity, taking 
a part in every engagement, and in ail 
of them giving an example of valour. 

May God preserve your excellency 
many years. 

JOAQUIN BLAKE. 

Head quarters at Valmaseda 9 Nov . 8 . 

Aranjuez , Nov. 21. General Don 
Francisco Xavicf de Castanos reports, 
under date of the 26 th inst. from 
Calatynd, that on the 21st he re- 
ceived intelligence of the enemy ha- 
ving advanced by Coriawith 12,000 
infantry and 4000 horse. This in- 
tention not remaining any ways 
doubtful, he immediately gave or- 
ders for the army to fall back, the 
same night, to a position extending 
from Tarragona to Tudela, the last 
point to be occupied by the troops 
of the army of Arragon, and the 5th 
division of the centre which was in 
Caparosa. When the order was re- 
ceived to retreat, the enemy was 
already in motion to attack his ad- 
vanced parties, having advanced, in 
the course of the morning, against 
Calahorra with two pieces of ord- 
nance, and taken post on the heights, 
within gun shot from Calahorra, 
which movement was undoubtedly 
made with the intention to commence 
the attack at break of day. Not- 
withstanding this movement, the ar- 
my retreated in the darkness of the 
night, with much trouble, and the 
division reached their respective 
points, by marching that. night and 
the following day ; for some deten- 
tion arose from the removal of thd 
park of artillery from Cintruenigo ; 
r and on the 22d the four divisions of 
the army were in the positions which 
they had to occupy, without having 
sustained any loss. On the 23d the 
advanced parties reported that three 
columns of the enemy were march- 
ing in the direction of Tudela ; the 
general was beaten, and while the 
troops of Arragon passed the bridge, 
the enemy occupied the points of at- 
tack, which began at eight o'clock 
h the morning ; at ten o'clock the 
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whole line was engaged. Our troop* 
maintained their position with the 
utmost valour, and the enemy was 
repulsed on all sides. He renewed 
.the attack, and rendered himself 
master of an olive grove on the left, 
whence he descended, with a tre- 
mendous fire, but was so well re- 
ceived by our gallant troops, that, 
after a most obstinate conflict, he 
was compelled to retreat. While 
our troops were pursuing the de- 
feated enemy on the left, another di- 
vision of the enemy penetrated 
through Tudela on the right, and 
took our pursuing troops in the rear. 
This decided the fate of the day,’ 
and nothing was left for our array 
but to retreat to Borja. While this 
was going forward in Tudela, the 
fourth division/ commanded by Ge- 
neral Lapina, who was in Cascante, 
two hours march *from the field of 
battle, and had received orders to 
attack the right flank of the ene- 
my, found 8000 French infantry 
and 1000 cavalry opposed to them 
in the act of offering battle. Lapt* 
na immediately engaged, defeated, 
and pursued them to the heigh* of 
Tudela, where he was attacked by 
the enemy's droops, who occupied 
the heights. Lapina retreated td 
the position of Cascante, where he 
defeated the enemy, and at the fall 
of night began to fall back to Borja, 
according to the last order he receiv- 
ed. On his retreat, he was again 
attacked by the enemy, but soma 
troops checked his progress, and the 
four divisions reached Borjo, whence 
they marched to Calatayud. 

The forces of the enemy in the 
actions of Tudela and Cascante a- 
mounted to from 36* to 40,000 in- 
fantry, and from 6 to 7000 cavalry. 
Their loss has been very consider- 
able ; as has likewise ours in missing 
and prisoners ; hut the number can- 
not be accurately stated till the ge- 
nerdJs of the divisions have made 
out and delivered their lists. 
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In a letter of the 27th, General 
Castanos sends advice, that not ha- 
ving in Calatayud the means of sub- 
sistence, and having received notice 
that the enemy threatened to attack 
Somosierra, for these reasons, and 
wishing to be near the capital, in 
case the French should endeavour 
to advance to it, he had determined 
to go to Seguenza. 

The major-general, Don Bertito 
S. Juan, posted in the Puerto, a 
pass of Somosierra, sends advices, 
in a letter of the 28th of this month, 
that at break of day that morning 
the division of troops under his com- 
mand were alarmed, and immedir 
ately under arms, expecting to be 
attacked in force by the enemy, as 
all the advices received during the 
night concurred in stating, that 
in the morning of the preceding day, 
great numbers of the enemy's troops 
had defiled by Aranda de Duero, di- 
recting their march to the encamp- 
ments of Boceguillas, and LaGran- 
ja, with many pieces of artillery ; 
and that during the whole day they 
were conveying artillery and other 
military stores. Accordingly, a lit- 
tle after six in the morning, were 
heard in the heights of Somosierra 
various discharges of artillery and 
Small arms continually increasing, 
and all in the direction of the pass 
of Sepulvada, which left no doubt 
that an attack would be made, and 
though he could confide in the re- 
sistance of the brave garrison which 
had been reinforced the day before, 
(the 27th), with 1000 fusi leers of 
the regiment of Jaen, the numbers 
©f the enemy could not but excite 
solicitude, and from the moment of 
the attack, measures to send suc- 
cours of infantry, artillery, and am- 
munition were taken ; but without 
this assistance, he affected the com- 
plete defence of this point, notwith- 
standing the attack lasted more than 
/our hours, the enemy having at- 
tacked with 4000 infantry, 1500 
cavalry, and four pieces of cannon, 

at. 


besides the reinforcements which 
were at hand to support their troops. 

LETTERS 

from British officers. 
Extract of a Letter from an Officer 
in the 3d. battalion of the 1st regi- 
ment, or royals , to his Father in 
Paisley. Villa Franca. Nov. 28. 

“ I am afforded an opportunity of 
forwarding you this by the general's 
dispatches from hence. We left 
Corunna on the 3d, and arrived at 
Astorga on the 20th. a march of 
forty three Spanish leagues, upwards 
of 220 miles, halting one day at 
Bezancos, one at Lugo, and another 
here. It was originally intended we 
should proceed from Astorga to 
Burgos, to meet Sir John Moore’i 
army on its march thence to Por- 
tugal ; but the French having got 
possession of Burgos, altered that 
plan, and we remained three days 
at Astorga, till we could learn 
something both of Sir John Moore 
and of the enemy ; but such is the 
total want of information, that nei- 
ther of the one nor the other could 
we find any knowledge. Upon the 
24 th, it was reported that the enemy 
were pressing forward in great force 
to prevent our junction with Sir 
John, and to cut off our retreat. 
In this situation of affair*, Sir David 
Baird deemed it prudent to retreat ; 
and, in a few hours, the whole of 
our troops who had advanced so far, 
evacuated Astorga, and the second 
day reached a place called Ben 
Bebere, where they are encamped. — 
The cavalry have since joined us, 
for the first time since their arrival 
from England, and we are under 
orders to he in readiness at an hour'* 
notice (as we hope) to advance. Not 
a man is permitted on any account 
to undress himself. You will won- 
der what I am doing here. 1 left 
the regiment yesterday at Colonel 
Hay's request, to purchase as much 
flannel as I could procure here, for 
shirts for the men, which, for mto 
sleeping on the cold ground under 
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canvas, at this’ season of the year,’ 
is absolutely necessary. 1 have 
bought all I can procure, and have 
been back a distance of 30 miles, 
.In hopes to reach them before they 
move from Ben Bebere. The farther 
we have come, we have the more 
reason to be displeased with our re- 
ception from the natives. They call 
ns heretics, and no Christians, and 
in fact look upon us as enemies ! 

“ They shut their houses upon us, 
end refuse to sell the men the com- 
mon necessaries of life. Their 
boasted armies of patriots are dwin- 
dled away, and scattered up and 
down the mountains in disiflay, al- 
though the French must be very 
near us. We have hot seen 500 
Spanish soldiers in a body since we 
came here. In towns, our men are 
billeted in convents, but in the in- 
termediate halts in barns and cow- 
houses. Officers are glad ta put up 
with a corner of a hay loft as an 
upper apartment. I shall always 
write to you when 1 have an oppor- 
tunity.^ 

The following is an extract of a letter 
from an officer in one of the divi- 
sions of the army of General Baird : 
— Villa Franca , Nov . 29* * 

I can only tell you that I am quite 
well, and fare as well as circumstances 
will permit. I got to Astorga from 
Oviedo on the Wednesday evening, 
and on Thursday morning last, 23d 
inst. the army retreated, but advan- 
ced again on the Friday. A courier 
is going off to Lugo, by which I 
send this. You must not be alarm- 
ed at not hearing from me often, as 
it is impossible. The French are in 
great force, near 100,000 men, it 
is said, at Burgos, Valladolid, Vil- 
iuven, and their cavalry at Rio Se- 
xo, and advancing about. The two 
'English armies have not joined, and 
it is uncertain when they will. On 
-Thursday last, 23d, I concluded we 
should have retreated much further. 
As it was, 1 had to march on a con- 
tinuance about thirty miles ; casks 


of rum were stove at Astorga. &c. 
and every one thought the French to 
be very near ; next day we ad van- 4 
ced to our old positions. Blake's 
army, i. e. Romana’s, has been 
completely defeated and scattered. 
There were only 3000 men at Leon 
a week ago, though the Spaniards 
would tell me every where that there 
were 30 or 40,000, If we cannot 
form a junction with Sir J. Moore, 
or he with us, which must be the 
case, as we cannot leave the road 
to Corunna open to the French, both 
armies must retreat sur leur pas. 
This is a wretched country. I am 
sure the French would do them good , 
but as an Englishman I cannot wish 
t/iem to gain a footing here ; though 
I am afraid they will eventually suc- 
ceed. It is said, the French have 
pushed on a column to Oviedo to 
pass by Lugo, and intercept our re- 
treat, but that is uncertain . The 
Spaniards do not act with the spirit 
they\might ! 

Lisbon, Dec . 3. — Affairs accor- 
ding to appearances, are less fa- 
vourable than we could wish ; not- 
withstanding the disasters which 
have befallen the Spaniards iherr 
patriotism and enthusiasm appear 
here to be unabated, and while this 
is the case we ought not to despair 
of their cause. Ten thousand men 
are going from hence to Spain, 
under the command of General 
Miranda, but so slow are the move- 
ments of the Portuguese, that it 
would be hazarding much to say 
when they would set off. 

The inhabitants of Lisbon (those 
who have property) seem to be una- 
nimous in their determination to leave 
the eountiy if the French return 
here ; it is not likely they will con - 
tribute much to its defence with their' 
minds thus disposed , and to this is to 
be attributed the great indifference 
we witness . The regency is disliked; 
nor is it so active as it ought to be. 

An edict has been published here» 
calling on every person who has 
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fortes la deliver them up fur the 
service of the country, either gra- 
tuitously or at a valuation, at the 
option ef the owner, under pain of 
imprisonment : whether these tardy 
measures of co-operation and assig- 
nee wji| be prodactiye of good or 
wot, time only can shew. The 
voluntary contributions are not great, 
and if the spirit of patriotism in this 
country , of' which so much has been 
said, ever did exist to, the extent de- 
scribed , be assured it has lost most of 
its force . The general hatred to the 
French is perhaps undiminished, but 
an indifference which may prove de- 
structive to the best interests of the 
country has succeeded in the ca- 
pital ; in the provinces we hear 
things have a more favourable ap- 
pearance, and we are willing to hope 
At is the case. 

Tbe differences between the En- 
glish and Portuguese troops at 
Oporto, it appears have been settled 
without bloodshed.” 

orders 

Of General Sir John Moore , to the 

British army , on its march from 

Lisbon to Spain . 

T(ie commander of the forces 
trusts that the tioops, on their en- 
tering into Spain, will ffcel with him 
how much it is for their honour and 
advantage to maintain the high opi- 
nion, and cherish the good will, 
which that brave and high spirited 
people entertain towards tbe British 
nation. 

The troops upon their march will 
generally be quartered upon the 
inhabitants. The Spaniards arc 
grave and orderly people, gnd ex- 
tremely sober, but generous, and 
warm in tbeir tempers, and easily 
affronted by any insult or disrespect 
that is offered to them. They are 
grateful to the English, and will 
receive the troops with kindness apd 
cordiality. Thus the general hopes 
will be met with equal kindness on 
(be part of tbe soldiers, and they will 
endeavour to accommodate them- 
selves to their manners, be orderly 




in their quarters* *n4 not shock, 

by acts of intemperance, a pefyll 
worthy of their attachment, who*# 
efforts they are come to sappy rt . 
in tbe most glorious of causes^ip%^ ^ 
them from French bondag%^m{% ' 
establish tbeir national Ij&eity’r. 
independence. W 

Upon entering Spain, as a < 
went to the Spanish nation, 
army will wear the red cocks 
addition to tbeir own. ~ 
are ordered for this purpose jbfj 
non-commissioned officers, anda 
will be sent from MadiAd i hull 
mean time the officers are eque 
to provide themselves, an4 
them on, when they pass tbe fr 

IWEDIK. 

Stockholm r Dec . 6,-r— The- 
in* report nas been received* 
General Klercker, the con 
in chief of the Northern fttffl 
army : — ' . ... 

“ My last report was on the jj 
of November, and whs dis 
from Brahestad by Capt. 

Your Majesty's *rmy^ 

command has since retu 

Pyhajocki and Yppiri, wbeiiM 
Russians made an attack 
rear, turned the left 
Merrijarive, advanced /f 
liskaskito take the armyil 
and thus compelled tbe>a$| 
back to Patjocki, 
a position near Sykajqcb?> r jr 
and Paisola, was oeCU}p$#I v 
troops j but in conseqMer&l 
enemy’s corps bavingheoa 
to 20,000 men, furnkbedwbH 
pieces of heavy ord nance , -&&( 
Majesty’s army having be^njMi „ 
to 7000 men, by losses it) jfym 
and sickness, it became - 

to maintain our position^ 
thought it advisable to opQtyQgpMf * 
negociation . for an ^ ^ 

result of which wajt the* 
which I hereby have th$«j 
lay at your Majesty’s 
Cf.K* Ki 
Manbcrgy 1 V«ra.£4. 
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eOffTENTtOlt. 

Between the Royal Swedish atmy m 

North Finland , and the Imperial 
Russian army • 

By virtue of the powers vested in us, 
%e, the undersigned, have agreed and 
stipulated *he following articles : — 

1. The Royal Swedish army is, im- 
mediately after the notification of this 
•convention, to take up a position along 
the frontiers of the district ofUleaborg, 
from Kerni to Porkawara. Kerni, in 
consequence, remains in the hands of 
.the Russians. 

2. The Swedish army is to evacuate 
the town ofUleaborg, within ten days 
next ensuing the date of this convention, 
and the Russian troops are to take 
possession of the said town on the 30th 
of November. The other parts of the 
country which are to be given up to 
the Russians, shall be evacuated accor- 
ding to the agreement yet to be con- 
cluded between the contracting parties. 

3. The rear of the Swedish army 
•ball retreat by the route agreed upon, 
and whatever cannot be removed by 
the Swedish troops in their retreat, 
•hall be considered as a good and lawful 

|#fw. 

*' dk The Swedish army binds itself 
Wtffer to destroy, distribute among the 
^habitants, nor sell the magazines 
which they shall be necessitated to sur- 
jrender. 

A. The Swedish troops are not to 
take either from Uleaborg, or other 
places to be surrendered, any civil offi- 
ce*, nor any articles or goods belong- 
ing to the provinces. 

*> 6. The Swedish army is to send back 
*11 clergymen, civil officers, and inha- 
bitants of the places evacuated by their 
.troops, provided it he done by the 
desire or with the consent of the said 
persons. 

7. This ponvention shall be ratified 
by the respective generals in chief of 
both armies, and the ratifications ex- 
•hanged to-morrow night. 

Baron Aldercrutz, Maj,-Gen. 

Gount Kamenskj, Lieut.-Gen, 
Olkjocki , Nov. 7-18, 

[Ratified Nov. 8-20.] 

Gaunt Buxhoevden, General in 
Chief of the Imperial Russian army, 
proposed additional articles of the 
tfontfetftioh, concluded bettveeh the 
Royal Swedish army in North Fin- 
land, -and the Imperial Russian army. 


An. 1. JThe armistice concluded be- 
tween the two armies is to continue one 
month next ensuing, the day on which 
the Swedish army crosses the district of 
the frontiers ofUleaborg, or until Ja- 
nuary 12, 1809, nml notice of the ces- 
sation of the armistice shall be given at 
least fifteen day* before hostilities ana 
recommenced. 

Art. 2. During the armistice, the 
Imperial Russian troops are not to 
cross the river Kerni. 

C. N. Klfrckeju 

Head-Quarters , Linnugo, Naro . 20. 

General, — *1 have the honour 
to inform you, that the convention, 
which was yesterday concluded, has 
been ratified by his excellency Ge- 
neral Count Buxhoevden, and I 
shall new transmit it to Count Po- 
temkin, in order that the exchange 
of the ratification may be effected. 
With regard to the armistice in ques- 
tion, \ have his excellency's com- 
mand to acquaint you, that although 
he must decline the conclusion of a 
formal armistice, yet he engages hit 
word of honour, that he will not 
recommence hostile operations a-* 
gainst the Swedish army, before the 
expiration of fourteen days, after the 
Swedish army shall have taken up 
the position stipulated in the above 
convention, in hopes that no opera- 
tions will be commenced on your 
part within the said time. I have 
the honour to be, &c. 

Count Kamensky, 
Btahesta , 8-20 th Nov* 


TROU THE LONDON GAZETTE, 
Downing- street, Dec. 13 - 
A Dispatch , of which the following 
is a copy , has been received by 
Viscount Castlereagh , one of hir 
Majesty 9 s principai Secretaries of 
State , from Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Stuart , commanding hie 
Majesty's forces in Sicily* 

Messina , Sept. $9* 
My Lord, 

Having been apprised that a large 
convoy of the enemy, consisting of 
a number of coasting vessels, said 
to be charged with contributions in 
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kind from the two provinces of Cala- 
bria to the Neapolitan government, 
were assembled at Diamante, near 
the gulf of Policastro, under the 
protection of four gun-boats and 
heavy batteries on the shore, I de- 
tached Lieutenant-Colonel Bryce, 
of the royal engineers, with the 
troops mentioned in the margint to 
co-operate with the commanders of 
his Majesty’s sloops Halcyon and ' 
JFealel, and with a small naval 
equipment of his Sicilian Majesty 
in the endeavour to take or destroy 
them. 

Inclosed 1 have the honour to 
transmit to your lordship the report 
of the above-named judicious officer, 
stating the entire success of the 
enterprize entrusted to his conduct. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

.1. St u a rt. 

Right Hon . Lord Custlereagh. 

Sir, Off Diamante , Sept. 8. 

I do myself the honour to acquaint 
you, that the detachment you were 
pleased to put under my orders has 
successfully executed the service in 
view, by capturing, in conjunction with 
Captain Pearce, of the royal navy, a 
flotilla of thirty-eight sail of the enemy's 
vessels, of which four are large gun- 
boats, under the town of Diamante, 
where they had been blockaded with 
much perseverance, by Capt. Prescott, 
of his Majesty ’9 brig the Weazel. 

We were baffled by calms during 
five days, on the passage from Milazzo, 
on three of which we must have been 
distinctly seen from the enemy's coast. 
And on examining the position taken 
here, I found it very respectable, as 
the town of Diamante, which covered 
the vessels, ranged on the right and left 
of it, stands on a peninsula nearly in- 
accessible on three sides, the fourth is 
protected by difficult iuclosures, and 

* The regiment of Malta, commanded 
by Major Ilammill ; 150 rank and 

flic of the 53lh regiment, under Capt. 
O’Brien : a detachment of 50 men of 
the German legion ; a detachment of 
artillery, with two six-pounders and one 
howitzer, under Capt. Campbell. 


there is, besides, a building of consi- 
derable strength commanding the whole. 

Under these discouraging circum- 
stances, augmented by the non-arrival 
of the Sicilian gun-boats, and the 
absence of two of the transports, rt 
required the fullest confidence in the 
conduct of Major Hammili, and the 
troops intended to be landed, to in- 
duce me to hazard an attempt on the 
town, without the possession of which 
I saw nothing effectual could be done. 
After the strong building above men- 
tioned had been successfully cannon- 
aded for several hours by Captains 
Pearce and Prescott of the royal navy, 
and the Chevalier de Balsamo, com- 
manding a galliot of his Sicilian Ma- 
jesty, who were indefatigable in their 
exertions, 250 men of the regiment of 
Malta, under Major Hammili, and 100 
of the 58th regiment, under Captain 
O’Brien, were landed at daybreak this 
morning, about half a mile to the 
northward of the town, accompanied 
by an howitzer and two 3-pounders, 
commanded by Captain Campbell of 
the royal artillery. The enemy, who 
consisted of about 400 men of the civic 
guard, with a proportion of French 
troops, were gradually forced back 
through the underwood upon the town, 
which, however, they did not attempt 
to defend, but look to the mountains ; 
and we were enabled to turn their 
batteries, of four heavy guns, on the 
beach to the southward of the town, 
without sustaining any loss, when the 
whole of their vessels fell into our 
hands. I beg leave to express great 
satisfaction with the judicious conduct 
of Major Hammili ; and thanks are 
due to Captain Campbell, commanding 
the artillery, Capt. O'Brien, command- 
ding the 58th, and Lieutenant Lawson 
of the engineers, who did me the favour 
to attend me on shore. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Alex. Bryce. 

Return of Ordnance taken and destroyed 
at Diamante Bay • 

Total — 20 taken and destroyed. Total 
of shot, 170- Ten cwt. of gunpowder; 

one French flag. 

Dugald Campbell. 

A howitzer and four brass field 
ieces, dismounted, are stated to have 
e?n found alter tliQ above return. 
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Till LORD MAYOR, AND THE 
LIVERY OF LONDON. 

In consequence of the late refusal 
of the Lord Mayor to convene a 
Common Hall, a numerous meet- 
ing of the Livery was held on the 
24th. ult # in the great room of the 
New London Tavern, Cheapside. 

Mr. Deputy Goodbehere having 
been called to the chair, the follow- 
ing Protest, concluding with ano- 
ther Requisition for a Common Hall, 
Was unanimously agreed to; and a 
Deputation of several Liverymen, 
with the chairman, appointed to 
wait upon his Lordship therewith. 

My Lord, 

Having received your lordship’s an- 
swer to the requisition dated the 2d. of 
November, 1808, and signed by a 
number of liverymen, requesting your 
lordship — 

“ To convene a common hall on an 
early day, in order to take into consi- 
deration the late convention in Portugal, 
by which the character, honour, and 
interest of the country have been so 
deeply affected, and to adopt such mea- 
sures as may be deemed advisable — 
In which answer you “ decline to 
convene a common hall as requested,” 
and assign as a reason that u Since the 
date of the requisition a court of inquiry 
has been instituted by his Majesty’s 
command, for investigating tfio causes 
which led to the convention alluded to; 
that the court is now prosecuting such 
inquiry,” and that you are “ of opinion, 
that a meeting of the livery of London 
in common hall, on the subject proposed 
by the requisition, pending such public 
inquiry, will be highly unnecessary , uw- 
seasonable and improper — 

We, the undersigued Liverymen, beg 
leave to observe — 

That the right of theLivery of London 
to meet in common hall, to deliberate 
on matters of public grievance, has 
been ever exercised, with very few ex- 
ceptions, and that such exceptions have 
been uniformly stigmatized with the re- 
probation of the livery : — 

That if a chief magistrate is to grant 
'such meetings only when they coincide 


with his own views of the propriety and 
utility of the measures to be proposed, 
his conduct must amount to a violation 
of the most sacred rights of the subject, 
inasmuch as it necessarily deprives the 
people of the legal means of expressing 
their sentiments on all great questions 
affecting the common weal, and ren- 
ders null the liberties so repeatedly as- 
serted by their ancestors, and so clearly 
and emphatically declared by the Bill 
of Rights : — 

That with respect to the date of the 
requisition, we beg to state, that it is 
subsequent to the appointment of the 
court of inquiry, and that other meet- 
ings have been held uuder similar cir- 
cumstances, to which no such objection 
has been made : — 

That since the sheriffs of counties, 
officers appointed by ‘ the crown, have 
not withheld from the people the exer- 
cise of the right in question under such 
pretence, we cannot forbear expressing 
our astonishment and displeasure, that 
the chief magistrate of the city of 
London should, by almost his first offi- 
cial act, deny it to those to whose good 
opinion, confidence and suffrages he has 
been indebted for his high situation : — 

That without adopting your lordship’s 
notions respecting what you term a 
" Court of inquiry,” we trust we may be 
allowed to exercise our own judgment 
as to the institution of a tribunal un- 
known to the laws of this country ; ap-r 
pointed by the crown ; unsworn ; pos- 
sessing no authority to compel the at- 
tendance of witnesses, to administer 
oaths, or to acquit or condemn the par- 
ties whose conduct is under investiga- 
tion : — 

That we cannot observe without real 
concern, the suspicion which your 
Lordship’s answer evidently implies, 
that the great body of the livery of 
London, to whom is entrusted the choice 
of a chief magistrate, of sheriffs, of 
members of parliament, and other im- 
portant officers, could so far forget 
themselves as to countenance, or adopt 
any proceedings incompatible with the 
character they have ever maintained, 
or repugnant to the pure principles of 
public justice:— » 

That we presume your lordship may 
safely confide, these matters to the 
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livery themselves, who, do not solicit 
your advice, but merely claim their 
undoubted right, and leave them to be 
the guardians of their own character 
and honour : — 

That, as the only ground of objection 
(to put the most favourable construction 
upon your lordship’s answer) appears 
to be a supposition, that since the date 
of the requisition, circumstances have 
arisen to preclude the necessity of such 
meeting, we beg to state to your lord- 
ship, that several of the names have 
been signed subsequent to its date; 
that the Liverymen who signed it were 
genera! I v aware, that it could not be 
delivered until a late date, and no ma- 
terial circumstances occurred to cause 
a change in their opinion as to the 
propriety or necessity thereof. For the 
purpose, however, of obviating every 
difficulty in that respect, — 

We,tiic nndersigncdLiverymen of the 
city of Loudon, do hereby again request 
your lordship to •convene a common 
hall oh an early day, in order to consi- 
der ol the late convention in Portugal, 
by which the character, honour, and 
interests oftl.e country have beendceply 
affected, and to adopt such measures 
as may be deemed advisable, 

AW 24, 1803. 

To the Right Hon, the Lard Mayor, §c. 
The above Protest arid Requisi- 
tion was signed by nearly one hun- 
dred Liverymen, and presented to his 
Lordship, on the 26th. ult. by Mr. 
Goodbehere and the Deputation. 
The following answer was returned 
the same day by the Lord Mayor: — 
Mansion-house , Nov, 26 * 

“ The Lord Mayor presents his corn* 
pliments to Mr. Deputy Goodbehere. 
The considerations which induced the 
lord mayor to decline convcning.the li- 
very of London iu common hall, on the 
requisition before presented to. him, foF 
the purpose of considering, at this time, 
the late convention in Portugal, remain 
in full force, and induce his lordship 
again to decline convening the meeting 
requested by the renewed application, 
in the same terms, for the.same purpose 
which has been presented by Mr, 
Deputy Goodbehere, this morning. - 
“ The Lord Mayor greatly regrets to 
find himself obliged in the official exer- 
cise of his discretion to differ from anj( 


part of ; the respectable livery of London* 
on their view of the subject. 

“ Samuel Goodbehere, Esq. Deputy, 
&c. &c. &c.” 

A numerous meeiipgof the Mei* 
chants, Bankers, &c. of. London, 
took place on Friday the 2d, inst. at 
the New London Tavern, Bishops* 
gate-street, for the purpose of open* 1 
ing a subscription to defray the. 
expences of clothing, &c. tfre Spa- 
nish army. The Lord-Mayor we$ 
called to the chair, and several 
gentlemen addressed the meeting* 

A resolution was passed that boon 
should he opened, and a committed 
was appointed to superintend the 
disposal of the subscriptions wbic^ 
in one hour amounted to more than 
10,0001. — The statement of the sup^ 
plies afforded by government to tfcti 
patriots in clothing, (read by iv 
Rowcroft) was as follows * 

clothing and cloth for 24<lf4f>Qd9f9v;- 
great coats, cloth for .graft, 

coats, for 100,000 men ; sbirU .'Jlftt 

35.000 men ; sheeting l&CtyQQQrt 
yards ; calico 882,000 ditto 

11 3.000 ditto; and shoes a$ 4 ngfcfjW 

as can be procured. *' 7 VT 

Lord Manners , and the Ubertf* 
qf % the Press, 

A motion was made in the court of 
chancery, Dublin," for an attachfoc&MB 
against an attorney, for pttbftylupf 
the newspapers the proceedings of 
court in reversing the decreeofiaal 
as it cast reflections upon some of 
parties, and introduced matter wlfcifitf 
was hurtful to their feelings. Ipfom 
ship said he was proud to find the pfj 
ceedings of courts pdgllftM; a inf - 

wished to see a great ddsftnoreof ttyBcfo 
as they* answered most •ftfotAiy i j~ 
sesi It shewed the peopledtow,{ 
themselves when sitoilar " 
occur; and, if judges a 
proceedings ought toijG*f 
for his part, wished* 
had* or would rm$e*si 
newspaper in the kihgdoi 
was to be gagged*, 
would end! J * 

Such language' tfofiflf! 
head and the hefcj;t^a£ 
learned Xord.^Afetifeb : 
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Court of Sessions , Edinburgh . — On 
Tuesday the 6ih, inst. the court deter- 
njined a case of a very interesting na- 
ture. Mr. Donald M’Arthur, the pas- 
tor of a dissenting congregation at Port 
Bannatyne, in the island of Bute, 
brought an action against John Camp- 
bell, esq of Southall, upon the ground 
that the latter gentleman, on the 20th. 
of October, 1805, while Mr. M’Arthur 
was celebrating divine service in the 
midst of his congregation, violently 
seized upon his person, forced him on 
board a vessel bound for Greenock, and 
having landed him. a few miles, from 
that place, had, after confining him iu 
a small inn during the night, marched 
him along the road as a common felon, 
and delivered him toCapt. Tatham, the 
regulating officer, for that quarter, as it. 
fit person to serve in his Majesty’s navy. 
The officer, accordingly, (as the pursuer 
farther stated) sent him on board the 
Tomterellc frigate, which speedily 
conveyed him out ol the jurisdiction of 
the Scottish courts. After being de- 
tained for five weeks on board different 
ships of war, and suffering, as he al- 
leged, every species of indignity and 
hardship, Mr. M’Arthur was discharged 
by express order from the Lords of the 
admiralty, and furnished with a certi- 
ficate, that he was never again to be 
impressed into his Majesty’s service. 


The summons concluded against Mr. 
Campbell for 20001. damages, with cx- 
pences. 

Mr. Campbell* in his pleadings be- 
fore the Lord Ordinary, denied several 
of the most aggravating circumstances 
of the case, in particular, he alleged 
that the pursuer was in the practice of 
preaching immoral and' seditious doc- 
trines — that he was a fit object of the 
the impress, having been formerly em- 
ployed in die herring fishery, and be- 
ing consequently a seafaring man ; and 
that under these circumstances, acting 
bona fide as a justice of peace, he con~ 
ceived himself fully intitled to deliver 
him to Captain Tatham. Tim Lord Or- 
dinary (Lord Meadowbank) pronounced 
an interlocutor of considerable length, 
finding, for the reasons therein stated* 
the whole proceedings scandalous and 
unjustifiable; repelling the defences, 
whether founded on the pursuer’s ha- 
ving once been a seafaring 'man, or on 
the religious doctrines he is said to have 
taught, or on the seditious speeche* 
which it is stared he uttered ; and fur- 
ther finding the pursuer entitled to 
1051. sterling, as a solatium for the 
wrong he suffered ; together with in- 
demnification of the cxpences incurred; 
by him, personally or otherwise, in ob- 
taining hrs deliverance, and expencc* 
of process. 


ORIGINAL POETRY. 


FAREWELL TO 1S08. 

Thou long, long year of massacre farewell ! 

With horror I retrace thy bloody reign. 

For ah ! of war’s sad victims, who can tell 
The countless myriads in thy circle slain * 

Pregnant with human ills of every name, 

And all the plagues that desolate the earth, 

I saw thee rise in war’s destructive flame. 

And pensive mark’d thy inauspicious birllu 

At leugth thy reign thou year of blood is o’er. 

And pleas’d, my muse shall sound thy parting knell. 
Oh ! could she still, as soon, ,the cannon’s roar, 

And bid with thee the trump of war farewell l 


But Kings and mihisters with madness fraught. 
Resolve the trade of slaughter to pursue : 

In spite of all by sad experience taught. 

To soft humanity they bid adieu ! 

Lions gate, Dorset , Dec . 26 . 
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